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Lafayette citizen
committee aims to make
c1ty more dlverse open

www.lamorindaweekly.com Page: A3

C OMPASS
, “f Incr.e}l ll"n'vatlé;Pr;pert]‘f *1

I

8 Julianna Court, Moraga

6691 sgft | 5Br | 5.5 Ba | 4 Car garage | 4.3 ac lot

Remarkable custom estate property on 4.3 acre lot (3 parcels). Built in 2009 with highest
level finishes. Wonderful detached guest house. $4.495,000 8JuliannaCt.com
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Lynna McPhatter-Harris speaks at the July 27 Diversity,
Equity and Inclusion committee "community conversation."

Deer Hill Road exemplify the
dilemma. On one side are advo-
cates of the town’s traditional,

Open Sat & Sun 1-4
By Chris Rauber

Inspired by protest movements
such as Black Lives Matter, the
city of Lafayette is working to
make the city - often criticized
for its exclusivity — far more
welcoming to a far more diverse
population.

In March, Mayor Susan
Candell recruited 17 volunteers
to participate in a new Diversity,
Equity and Inclusion commu-
nity committee, which started
meeting May 3. The committee -
separate from the city’s official
task force on similar issues - is
making recommendations on a
rolling basis, and expects to
have more in coming months.

Committee member Wei-Tai
Kwok said the group’s primary
goal is to “advise the city on
tangible measures we can take”
to make Lafayette more diverse
and more equitable.

Committee members are
meeting weekly and holding
community events to discuss
ways to address what they call
longstanding systemic biases
and inequities in the
community.

They’re looking for addi-
tional volunteers and encourag-
ing support from a broad cross
section of the Lafayette commu-
nity - businesses, religious
groups, schools, government
and local grassroots groups — to
help create a new path forward
for the city.

That outreach began with a
July 27 “community conversa-
tion” at the Lafayette Public Li-
brary, held in its outside am-
phitheater on a blazing hot
summer evening — the first in a
planned series of such
gatherings.

“The shift is really starting
to happen in Lafayette,” event
moderator Lynna McPhatter-
Harris, Ed.D. told an audience of
about 60 local residents and
activists.

McPhatter-Harris is the
Acalanes Union High School
District’s newly hired director of
student support, equity and
inclusion.

She and other speakers em-
phasized the need to consider
not just ways that Lafayette ex-
cludes or devalues Blacks and
other groups on racial grounds
but also other forms of struc-
tural and cultural bias based on
age, class, gender, sexual orien-
tation, and physical or psycho-
logical differences.

Another key area of discus-
sion was Lafayette’s reputation
for extreme exclusivity, accord-
ing to several speakers, based in
large part on its historic land-
use commitment to single-
family homes on relatively large
lots.

Recent controversies over
in-fill housing and the planned
Terraces of Lafayette project on

semi-rural ambiance; on the
other, those who argue that
Lafayette cannot remain an un-
changing island in the midst of
a rapidly evolving region and
world.

“In my opinion, affordable
housing and DEI are connected
at the hip,” said Jay Lifson, ex-
ecutive director of the Lafayette
Chamber of Commerce and a
committee member.

“We’re still living the sub-
urban dream,” he said, but
many people who work in
Lafayette can’t afford to live
here.

Leaders of several business,
parent and community groups
spoke at the two-hour July 27
event, including representatives
from the Chamber, Lafayette
Partners in Education, Town
Hall Theatre, Temple Isaiah, In-
clusive Lafayette, and the par-
ents’ diversity, equity and inclu-
sion committee at Acalanes High
School.

Matt Pease, a member of
the Chamber’s board and chair
of its DEI committee, stressed
connections between greater di-
versity and Lafayette’s contin-
ued economic health.

Being “welcoming,” being
inclusive, will help attract new
jobs to the community, he said.
“This is a very important issue
for us” at the Chamber.

Lafayette has long been a
largely white enclave amid the
broader diversity of much of the
Bay Area, both in its early agri-
cultural days and more recently
as a largely upscale suburb.

In 2000, nearly 87% of the
city’s population was classified
as white; 20 years later, in 2020,
that percentage was still over-
whelming, at 75.2%, and
Lafayette’s Black population was
still tiny (less than 1% of the to-
tal), although there were a
growing number of residents of
Asian or Latinx heritage (11.2%
and 8.6%, respectively).

Nicole Wan, a lifelong
Lafayette resident and Univer-
sity of Michigan student who
serves on Inclusive Lafayette’s
board, spoke passionately at the
meeting about Lafayette’s need
to become less “dismissive” of
the reality of racism, and open
to land-use changes that would
help more people afford to live
here.

Voices like Wan’s are what
the committee is seeking, said
Kwok.

The July 27 meeting was
designed “to kick-start the con-
versation on what community
members and groups are doing
in this space,” he said. “We were
very pleased to see the strong
turnout and the highly thought-
ful and articulate speakers
share their stories.”

50 Merrill Circle N., Moraga
4219 sqft | 4 Br | 3.5 Ba | 3 Car garage - .

Elegant estate property on 1.02 acre lot

with views. Nice flow for entertaining.

7 Silvia Court, Moraga
2446 sgft | 5Br | 3 Ba | .29 Acre Lot

Great location close to downtown &
schools. Lovely backyard with pool

50M

errillCir.com

$2,750,000

Lafayette

7SilviaCt.com
$1,895,000

LRIl

ELENAHOOD

REAL ESTATE GROUP

‘ Moraga ‘ Orinda

925 254-3030
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Q) Compass s a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources
deemed reliable but s subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition,sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square
footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.

Lafayette
Public

LARANETTE Meetings

City Council

Regular Meeting

Monday, Aug. 9, 7 p.m.
Teleconference via City of Lafayette's

You Tube Channel:
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Planning Commission
Meeting

Monday, Aug. 16, 7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Design Review

Wednesday, Aug. 11, 7 p.m. Zoom
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

@) 4Beds |‘ 4 Baths | fl 2962Sq.Ft | o .69 Acres

@ 4Beds | wp 2Baths | il 1945Sa.Ft | o 25Acres

8-

Price Gallegos
GROUP

3983 Rancho Road Lafayette
Sold for $3,115,000
11% over list price

1230 Juanita Drive, Walnut Creek

Sold for $1,650,000
18% over list price

We have buyers looking in Lamorinda! Interested in selling?
We offer a program to cover the costs of home preparation to get your
house ready to sell, at 0%

eal estate broker (01991628) in the State of Califor
rty already listed

CALL US FOR A PERSONAL VALUATION OF YOUR HOME
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Ranked in Top 1%
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PRICE GALLEGOS GROUP
EXCLUSIVE PROPERTIES

18 Northridge Lane, Lafayette

@a 4Beds |£ 4 Baths | fl 43845qFt | o 66 Acres

5830 Del Trigo Lane, Clayton

@ 4Beds | wg 3Baths | W 25545q.Ft | o 26 Acres

interest rate and no fees.

% of Realtors in Contra Costa County

Amy S. Price-Boaman | Christine Gallegos
Price Gallegos Group
925.997.6808 | 925.878.2883
DRE#01433269 | DRE#01896511
pricegallegos@compass.com
pricegallegos.com
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Sold for $2,100,000
Multiple offers over list

Sold for $1,200,000
Represented Buyer
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