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Classic Moraga 4BR/2BA single-story ranch home with sparkling
pool and Moraga hills views on premium 1/2 acre lot. Freshly
painted inside and out & new carpets in bedrooms. Cul-de-sac
location with outstanding Moraga K-8 schools nearby. Enjoy
the Moraga lifestyle with weekly Farmers’ Market and summer
concerts at Moraga Commons Park. Top-rated Campolindo High.
Offered at $1,295,000
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Call Jim today.

He has the most 5-Star
Zillow Reviews in Lamorindal!

www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

“Jim knows what to do.”

Town’s mayor and vice mayor conduct ‘Community Engagement Tour’

By Vera Kochan

Moraga Mayor Mike McCluer
and Vice Mayor Steve
Woehleke conducted a survey
amongst members of the
town’s various civic organi-
zations in order to form a
better understanding of the
community’s issues and
concerns.

The Community Engage-
ment Tour was the brainchild
of McCluer and not in any
way representative of the
town council or the town of
Moraga. Its goal was to “en-
gage, discuss and listen,” al-
most in a town hall manner,
over a two month period be-
tween March and May 2021.
The results were presented by
the mayor and vice mayor
during the town council’s July
14 meeting.

Participants in the survey
were members of Preserve
Lamorinda Open Space, Mor-
aga School District, Moraga
Rotary, Moraga Country Club
HOA, SMART Moraga, Moraga

Kiwanis, Campolindo High
School, Moraga Garden Club,
and Moraga Lions Club.

“We had Zoom meetings
for the discussions,” ex-
plained McCluer. “In advance
of the meeting I would send
the leader of each group the
survey link (https://www.sur-
vey monkey.com/r/VL2D3SV)
and mention we are seeking
feedback. I also mentioned
the survey during the discus-
sion. Fully optional. I also
noted surveys are from Mike
and Steve and not the town,
as we conduct these meetings
as mayor and vice mayor.
These meetings were differ-
ent from the typical 'mayor
presents 40 slides and offers a
few minutes for questions.'I
think it was special to have
90% of the meeting as discus-
sion with average meetings
lasting over an hour.”

The survey involved
seven questions that required
either a written reply or
checking a box with a ratings
response. The top five issues

of concern in Moraga were:
retail services, financial man-
agement, development/open
space, infrastructure and the
retail look. Additional key is-
sues were: safety, fire safety,
traffic, diversity and lack of
recreation — meaning, some
type of all-purpose indoor
sports facility.

As to whether the town is
focused on the right issues,
the overwhelming response
was “sometimes,” with “not
sure” coming in second, “yes”
at third, and “no” at fourth.

Areas that need improve-
ment were significantly di-
rected at retail services, with
nearly equal votes coming in
second for retail look. Both
McCluer and Woehleke ac-
knowledged that this re-
sponse comes as no surprise.
“The two centers have been
adjusting over time, and will
continue to do so,” replied
Woehleke. “The town needs to
continue to focus on enhanc-
ing relationships with the
center owners/operators,

working towards achieving
the potential viability which
can support significant re-
freshing.” Also, financial
management came second,
followed by communication,
and development/open space.

Woehleke added, “I was a
bit surprised that while the
town spends significant ef-
forts in communicating via
About Town, MCN and other
means, several of the tabu-
lated survey responses sug-
gest there are opportunities.”
McCluer was disappointed
that climate action didn’t
make an appearance in the
top issues.

As to whether the town is
performing up to residents’
standards, the votes for “av-
erage" came in first, followed
by “good,” “poor,” “excellent”
and “failing.”

When asked whether
Moraga was moving in the
right direction, surveyors put
“neither yes/no” first, fol-
lowed by a very close “some-
what yes,” dropping down to

“yes,” “somewhat no,” with
“no” and “not sure” tied for
last.

“I was very happy to
bring 17 specific resident ac-
tion items to the town council
with many new items and
ideas,” said McCluer in re-
gards to write-in responses
from those surveyed.

“This endeavor was well
worth the effort,” stated
Woehleke. “I strongly com-
mend Mayor McCluer for
originating and leading this
effort, and essentially per-
forming all the work. Every
group we met with expressed
appreciation for the direct
community engagement. And,
Ilearned much from them.”

McCluer added, “Also, I
can’t express how much I
truly enjoyed these meetings,
connecting with the residents
that I work for and one of the
most effective actions I've
taken since being a town
council member.”

Valle Vista (Part Two) - Moraga’s all but forgotten subdivision
and its residents

By Vera Kochan

Subdivision No. 3, also known
as Valle Vista, came to fruition
in 1914, when the Moraga Land
Company began selling 98 lots
to anyone interested in build-
ing homes just beyond Canyon
Bridge.

The new property owners
individually contracted with

local carpenters to create their
dream homes, while Valle
Vista’s water supply was piped
in from a spring that was lo-
cated near the still standing
Joaquin Moraga Adobe in
Orinda. The water was basi-
cally rationed and restricted —
and residents never knew
when their particular supply
might be cut off.

Children went to school at

Willow Spring School, which
was built on land donated by
the Moraga Company. The
school served Moraga between
1917-1958. Located at 1689
School Street the building is
now home to the Willow Spring
Community Church. They also
attended Valle Vista School,
built in 1918, which was re-
named Canyon School in 1921.
... continued on Page A5
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Embezzlement case
sentencing hearing

continued
By Sora O’Doherty

A federal public defender for
Francis Robert Fritzky,
known in Moraga as Bob,
who has pleaded guilty to
charges of embezzling over
$200,000 from the Moraga
Community Foundation, told
the court on July 30 that his
client is exhibiting symptoms
of COVID-19, although he had
not yet received the results of
a test for the disease. Fritzky,
the former treasurer of the
Moraga Community Founda-
tion, was scheduled to be
sentenced, a hearing that
had already been postponed
when Fritzky dismissed his
counsel, opting to be repre-
sented by the public de-
fender instead. His lawyer
requested the continuance
on the grounds that Fritzky

Town Council

Wednesday, Aug. 11 cancelled
Wednesday, Aug. 25, 6:30 p.m.
Planning Commission:
Tuesday, Aug. 17, 6:30 p.m.

Park and Recreation Commission:
Monday, Aug. 16, 7 p.m.
Moraga School District Board Meetings :

might not have been fully
competent to gather his
thoughts and address the
court in the circumstances.
Fritzky lives with his
daughter and his fiancé, both
of whom are ill with COVID.
Judge Jon S. Tigar ordered
the matter continued to an
in-person hearing on Aug. 27,
and ordered Fritzky to pre-
sent a negative COVID test
prior to the start of the pro-
ceedings. Prosecutor Barbara
J. Valliere and Katrina Chu of
U.S. probation both agreed to
the continuance and told the
judge that they are available
for the new hearing date.
Valliere did point out that
there were persons present
on the Zoom call for the sen-
tencing who were prepared
to address the court, but did
not contest the continuance.

Special Board Meeting
Tuesday, Aug. 10, 6 p.m. www.moraga.k12.ca.us.
See also AUHSD meeting page A2




