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December dressed as a very convincing Santa Claus. Yes, that's his real beard!
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One of Tim Wilbur's first excursion with his new show horse Dude was entertaining children at the Shriners Hospital in Sacramento last
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A man and his show horse, Dude

and stands 15.3 hands high (approx. 5’3”) and weighs
1,300 pounds. Dude was born and raised in Quebec
and was liberty trained (without a halter or lead) as
a performing and trick riding horse. Bone fragments
in the hock curbed his career and forced his retire-
ment. Dude underwent surgery in 2017.

Wilbur learned of Dude’s availability from a
representative of a horse rescue group in Danville
called Horses Healing Hearts. With a purchase price

By John T. Miller

Longtime Lafayette resident Tim Wilbur, who has
owned horses since his first Shetland pony at the age
of 6, recently purchased a retired show horse, origi-
nally trained by Cavalia, a world-wide traveling
troop similar to Cirque du Soleil, but with horses in
addition to acrobats and other performers.

of $6,000 and borders with Canada closed because of
COVID, Wilbur had to buy the horse fairly sight
unseen.

“It was a huge gamble,” says Wilbur. “Anyone
who knows about buying a horse understands the
risks involved.” With only an iPhone video, a talk
with a French-Canadian veterinarian, and trusting
the word of the Cavalia go-between, Wilbur bought
the horse. ... continued on Page A10

The horse, Dude, is a registered Tobiano Paint
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Lafayette Council approves Samantha Townhomes construction

By Lou Fancher

The Lafayette City Council in an
extended discussion July 26 worked
to balance city approval of a new
housing development, Samantha
Townhomes, proposed for two
vacant lots south of Highway 24 and
East of Stuart Street.

The project application was
considered by the Planning
Commission at a public hearing on
June 7 and approved 6-0 at the
following meeting. An appeal by The
Child Day Schools’ Executive
Director/Owner R. Ann Whitehead
and Jeffrey Whitehead, co-owner
and head of marketing and
communications, was received on
July 2, citing parking and traffic
safety issues.

Ann Whitehead described Stuart

Image provided

Street during school drop-off and
pickup hours as “very chaotic.” She
insisted that if someone visited the
site during the pandemic and looked
at Stuart Street or conducted a traffic
study, the situation they viewed was
not realistic. During 2020, the school
was only allowed 50% of typical
enrollment. Whitehead said in
September of 2021 up to 85 children
(full enrollment) would be coming to
Stuart Street. “I just can’t imagine
the traffic was adequately
evaluated,” she said.

A single-car garage is located on
the first level of each proposed unit
of the 12 four-level 1- and 2-bedroom
townhomes on the cantilevered site.
The units include living spaces on
the second and third levels, and
rooftop decks.

... continued on Page A9
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this pages and check online for
agendas, meeting notes and
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City of Lafayette:
www.lovelafayette.org
Phone: (925) 284-1968
Chamber of Commerce:
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3122 Indian Way, Lafayette | Burton Valley Contemporary on Cul-De-Sac
4 Bedroom + Bonus | 2.5 Bath | 2902+ Sq. Ft. | .30+ Acre Lot
Offered at $1,985,000 | 3122IndianWay.com

Lafayette’s #1 Real Estate Team Since 2008
925.339.1918 | DanaGreenTeam.com | DRE 01482454
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Council approves ARPA funds timeline

By Lou Fancher

Lafayette city council mem-
bers at the July 26 meeting
heard a presentation about
the American Rescue Plan Act
and how the city plans to use
the ARPA funds from Eco-
nomic Development Manager
Thomas Myers and Barry
Foster of HdL/Econ Solutions.
As previously reported by
Myers on June 28, the city will
receive a total of $6,372,376,
half of which was re-

ceived the week of July 14.
The second half will be dis-
tributed in July 2022. All
funding must be designated
by Dec. 31, 2024, and used by
Dec. 31, 2026.

The funds can be applied
as follows: in response to -
COVID-19 public health e-
mergencies and negative im-
pacts; for expenditures re-
lated to essential workers
employed during the pan-
demic; for government ser-
vices rendered due to public
health emergencies and re-

lated to change in revenues
collected during the year
prior to the emergency (My-
ers noted that meant the ap-
plicable cutoff date for
Lafayette would be the fiscal
year end in June of 2019); and
for investments in sewer, wa-
ter and broadband
infrastructure.

Foster said a “robust
community engagement
process” would solicit input
about needs and best use of
the funds from businesses
and from the broader com-
munity. A PowerPoint pre-
sentation outlining the time-
line began with three initial,
immediate steps: distribution
of a survey to local busi-
nesses; development with in-
put from a council ARPA sub-
committee of a gift card pro-
gram and a sales tax data
analysis to review the impact
of Covid-19 on city revenue.

The extended timeline
includes returning to the
council at the Sept. 13 meet-
ing to share feedback from
the business survey and sales

tax review, present gift card
updates and specifications for
launching the program, and
gather direction from the
council for conducting com-
munity surveys and work-
shops about spending the
funds from the community.
Foster said they are hoping to
do Zoom and in-person public
workshops and distribute the
community survey to resi-
dents in mid-September. Fol-
lowing staff analysis of the
results, summary presenta-
tions would be made the
week of Oct. 25.

Myers said the gift card
approach recommended by
city staff and HdL/Econ Solu-
tions would begin with a pilot
program. Endorsing the over-
all concept of a gift card that
designates use in Lafayette
and can be customized with
additional features, he said,
“Money spent in the commu-
nity stays local when our lo-
cal businesses are invested in
the community’s future.” The
e-commerce card (not a phys-
ical card) can carry a graphic

design emblematic of
Lafayette and be issued in a
range of denominations. It
can be further customized
with specific hours for use,
subsidies, BOGO offers and
other features. Foster said the
gift cards he has reviewed in
other cities had “a rippling
effect,” and added, “It’s easy
to do, but you get a lot of bang
for your buck.”

Council members during
a question period asked if
nonprofits and new busi-
nesses opened during the
pandemic were to be involved
in the survey process. Foster
said input from nonprofits
would be valuable and their
participation could easily be
integrated into both the busi-
ness and community surveys.
Vice Mayor Teresa Gerringer
asked specifically if insurance
and realty companies would
be included with other pro-
fessional businesses. Myers
said all Lafayette businesses
open at the time of the sur-
vey’s distribution in August
will be included.

Mayor Susan Candell
asked about nonprofits lo-
cated outside of the city but
whose services benefit
Lafayette residents and
whether they would be in-
cluded in the surveys. City
Manager Niroop Srivatsa said
the council could choose to
extend parameters that cur-
rently restrict inclusion to
Lafayette-based organizations
if they discussed and voted to
authorize extending the
parameters.

Receiving no public com-
ments, the council unani-
mously accepted the ARPA
timeline, authorized staff to
proceed with the business
survey (with the addition of
nonprofits and new busi-
nesses), and approved gift
card plans to proceed with
development by staff and the
ARPA subcommittee aimed at
delivering a final report/up-
date at the Aug. 23 or Sept. 13
meeting, at which council will
determine changes and vote
on approval for funding the
gift card program launch.
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Lafayette Historical Society is open for business to offer
insight into the community’s past.

‘Our light is on’ - Visitors welcome to the

By Grace Gonsalves

Walking down Mt. Diablo
Boulevard, there were people
on the sidewalk, a heartening
sign that the library was
open. Past the library, down
some stairs, under soaring
books and left on Golden Gate
Way, the sidewalk was empty
except for a sign shouting,
“The History Room is OPEN.”

Three individuals sat at a
few seats in a clean, small
room with cabinets and ta-
bles along its perimeter. The
Tuesday morning crew. They
greeted me warmly.

At first glance, the room
looked a bit small and empty.
Volunteer Patrick Kikkert of-

fered me a tour of their offer-
ings. In drawers, artifacts
spanning from parasols to
pistols were revealed.

Unlike a museum, the
clean, organized space does
not seem sterile. The hand-
writing on the binders is per-
sonal, the stories handed
from the mouth of the donor
to the mouth of the
volunteer.

We circled the room,
right to left, and the immedi-
ate nature of history was
available at the fingertips. As
Kikkert spoke, an old brown
barrel became a young boy’s
guilty mistake. The scars on
an anvil started out as ugly
breakages in the metal and
transformed into a bit too

Lafayette Historical Society

much ammunition one
Fourth of July night.

“The story goes that dur-
ing Fourth of July celebra-
tions or whenever a particu-
larly celebratory event went
on, he would turn his anvil
into an impromptu cannon,
fill it with gunpowder and set
it off. Supposedly, in 1865
when news came of Lee’s
surrender at Appomattox, he
[the blacksmith] got carried
away and put a particularly
large charge in it and it broke
the anvil in two.”

The society has occupied
this room on the ground floor
of the library for 10 years, ac-
cording to volunteer and
recording secretary Nancy
Flood. ... continued on Page A9
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Exquisite Secluded Happ

NEW LISTING
3 Wellesley Court, Lafayette | $3,875,000

This elegant contemporary designed estate has panoramic views of the Lafayette reservoir across the valley. This private and serene location is at
the top of the Happy Valley Neighborhood above the Orinda Downs. Level entry with plenty of parking this residence features many flat areas for play,
some fenced for dogs! A detached full in law unit adjacent to the garage complete with electric car charging outlets. The home flows to three levels of

satin finished Ipe decks to enjoy the beauty of the surroundings. The primary suite includes a huge walk- in closet and doors to fold open to the view
and deck. There are two family rooms, a double office and a chef’s arts and crafts kitchen perfect for entertaining.The home is one block from an
unmapped entrance to the Briones trail network. The property features solar and two air conditioning systems.

Please view the virtual tour to appreciate this magnificent home and setting. www.3wellesley.com

 LAURA ABRAMS

laura@lauraabrams.com
www.lauraabrams.com

510.697.3225

CalBRE # 01272382

Recognition as one of America’s Best Real Estate Professionals

by Real Trends and Tom Ferry. Ranked among the top 1%
of 1.4 million real estate professionals in the United States!

y Valley Estate on 4 Acres
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Celebrating 22 years

with Coldwell Banker, Orinda.

A Trusted Partnership Local
Expertise with Global Connections.
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Valley!

Brokers/Partners
(925) 323-9955
DRE# 01407784
ashley@ashleybattersby.com
@ashleybattersbyhome
www.ashleybattersby.com

It's Village. Of Course.
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Lafayette citizen
committee aims to make
c1ty more dlverse open
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8 Julianna Court, Moraga

6691 sgft | 5Br | 5.5 Ba | 4 Car garage | 4.3 ac lot

Remarkable custom estate property on 4.3 acre lot (3 parcels). Built in 2009 with highest
level finishes. Wonderful detached guest house. $4.495,000 8JuliannaCt.com
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Lynna McPhatter-Harris speaks at the July 27 Diversity,
Equity and Inclusion committee "community conversation."

Deer Hill Road exemplify the
dilemma. On one side are advo-
cates of the town’s traditional,

Open Sat & Sun 1-4
By Chris Rauber

Inspired by protest movements
such as Black Lives Matter, the
city of Lafayette is working to
make the city - often criticized
for its exclusivity — far more
welcoming to a far more diverse
population.

In March, Mayor Susan
Candell recruited 17 volunteers
to participate in a new Diversity,
Equity and Inclusion commu-
nity committee, which started
meeting May 3. The committee -
separate from the city’s official
task force on similar issues - is
making recommendations on a
rolling basis, and expects to
have more in coming months.

Committee member Wei-Tai
Kwok said the group’s primary
goal is to “advise the city on
tangible measures we can take”
to make Lafayette more diverse
and more equitable.

Committee members are
meeting weekly and holding
community events to discuss
ways to address what they call
longstanding systemic biases
and inequities in the
community.

They’re looking for addi-
tional volunteers and encourag-
ing support from a broad cross
section of the Lafayette commu-
nity - businesses, religious
groups, schools, government
and local grassroots groups — to
help create a new path forward
for the city.

That outreach began with a
July 27 “community conversa-
tion” at the Lafayette Public Li-
brary, held in its outside am-
phitheater on a blazing hot
summer evening — the first in a
planned series of such
gatherings.

“The shift is really starting
to happen in Lafayette,” event
moderator Lynna McPhatter-
Harris, Ed.D. told an audience of
about 60 local residents and
activists.

McPhatter-Harris is the
Acalanes Union High School
District’s newly hired director of
student support, equity and
inclusion.

She and other speakers em-
phasized the need to consider
not just ways that Lafayette ex-
cludes or devalues Blacks and
other groups on racial grounds
but also other forms of struc-
tural and cultural bias based on
age, class, gender, sexual orien-
tation, and physical or psycho-
logical differences.

Another key area of discus-
sion was Lafayette’s reputation
for extreme exclusivity, accord-
ing to several speakers, based in
large part on its historic land-
use commitment to single-
family homes on relatively large
lots.

Recent controversies over
in-fill housing and the planned
Terraces of Lafayette project on

semi-rural ambiance; on the
other, those who argue that
Lafayette cannot remain an un-
changing island in the midst of
a rapidly evolving region and
world.

“In my opinion, affordable
housing and DEI are connected
at the hip,” said Jay Lifson, ex-
ecutive director of the Lafayette
Chamber of Commerce and a
committee member.

“We’re still living the sub-
urban dream,” he said, but
many people who work in
Lafayette can’t afford to live
here.

Leaders of several business,
parent and community groups
spoke at the two-hour July 27
event, including representatives
from the Chamber, Lafayette
Partners in Education, Town
Hall Theatre, Temple Isaiah, In-
clusive Lafayette, and the par-
ents’ diversity, equity and inclu-
sion committee at Acalanes High
School.

Matt Pease, a member of
the Chamber’s board and chair
of its DEI committee, stressed
connections between greater di-
versity and Lafayette’s contin-
ued economic health.

Being “welcoming,” being
inclusive, will help attract new
jobs to the community, he said.
“This is a very important issue
for us” at the Chamber.

Lafayette has long been a
largely white enclave amid the
broader diversity of much of the
Bay Area, both in its early agri-
cultural days and more recently
as a largely upscale suburb.

In 2000, nearly 87% of the
city’s population was classified
as white; 20 years later, in 2020,
that percentage was still over-
whelming, at 75.2%, and
Lafayette’s Black population was
still tiny (less than 1% of the to-
tal), although there were a
growing number of residents of
Asian or Latinx heritage (11.2%
and 8.6%, respectively).

Nicole Wan, a lifelong
Lafayette resident and Univer-
sity of Michigan student who
serves on Inclusive Lafayette’s
board, spoke passionately at the
meeting about Lafayette’s need
to become less “dismissive” of
the reality of racism, and open
to land-use changes that would
help more people afford to live
here.

Voices like Wan’s are what
the committee is seeking, said
Kwok.

The July 27 meeting was
designed “to kick-start the con-
versation on what community
members and groups are doing
in this space,” he said. “We were
very pleased to see the strong
turnout and the highly thought-
ful and articulate speakers
share their stories.”

50 Merrill Circle N., Moraga
4219 sqft | 4 Br | 3.5 Ba | 3 Car garage - .

Elegant estate property on 1.02 acre lot

with views. Nice flow for entertaining.

7 Silvia Court, Moraga
2446 sgft | 5Br | 3 Ba | .29 Acre Lot

Great location close to downtown &
schools. Lovely backyard with pool

50M

errillCir.com

$2,750,000

Lafayette

7SilviaCt.com
$1,895,000
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ELENAHOOD

REAL ESTATE GROUP

‘ Moraga ‘ Orinda

925 254-3030

www.Orinda.com

Cal BRE 1221247

Q) Compass s a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources
deemed reliable but s subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition,sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square
footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.

Lafayette
Public

LARANETTE Meetings

City Council

Regular Meeting

Monday, Aug. 9, 7 p.m.
Teleconference via City of Lafayette's

You Tube Channel:
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Planning Commission
Meeting

Monday, Aug. 16, 7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Design Review

Wednesday, Aug. 11, 7 p.m. Zoom
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

@) 4Beds |‘ 4 Baths | fl 2962Sq.Ft | o .69 Acres

@ 4Beds | wp 2Baths | il 1945Sa.Ft | o 25Acres
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Price Gallegos
GROUP

3983 Rancho Road Lafayette
Sold for $3,115,000
11% over list price

1230 Juanita Drive, Walnut Creek

Sold for $1,650,000
18% over list price

We have buyers looking in Lamorinda! Interested in selling?
We offer a program to cover the costs of home preparation to get your
house ready to sell, at 0%

eal estate broker (01991628) in the State of Califor
rty already listed

CALL US FOR A PERSONAL VALUATION OF YOUR HOME

12)
and abides by Equal Housing

Ranked in Top 1%

=
‘Opportunity laws. All materi

PRICE GALLEGOS GROUP
EXCLUSIVE PROPERTIES

18 Northridge Lane, Lafayette

@a 4Beds |£ 4 Baths | fl 43845qFt | o 66 Acres

5830 Del Trigo Lane, Clayton

@ 4Beds | wg 3Baths | W 25545q.Ft | o 26 Acres

interest rate and no fees.

% of Realtors in Contra Costa County

Amy S. Price-Boaman | Christine Gallegos
Price Gallegos Group
925.997.6808 | 925.878.2883
DRE#01433269 | DRE#01896511
pricegallegos@compass.com
pricegallegos.com

al pre:

925.878.2883
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Sold for $2,100,000
Multiple offers over list

Sold for $1,200,000
Represented Buyer
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JIM COLHOUN PRESENTS...
34 MAYFIELD PLACE, MORAGA

JIM COLHOUN
REALTOR®
925.200.2795

jim@jimcolhoun.com
DRE# 01029160

SUDUM

EETATE EEOUE
DRE 01882902

ts: L Zillow

MORAGA

See public meetings schedule on this
pages and check online for agendas,
meeting notes and announcements
Town of Moraga:
Www.moraga.ca.us

Phone: (925) 888-7022

Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org

Moraga Citizens’ Network:

Classic Moraga 4BR/2BA single-story ranch home with sparkling
pool and Moraga hills views on premium 1/2 acre lot. Freshly
painted inside and out & new carpets in bedrooms. Cul-de-sac
location with outstanding Moraga K-8 schools nearby. Enjoy
the Moraga lifestyle with weekly Farmers’ Market and summer
concerts at Moraga Commons Park. Top-rated Campolindo High.
Offered at $1,295,000

I P BQLET

Call Jim today.

He has the most 5-Star
Zillow Reviews in Lamorindal!

www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

“Jim knows what to do.”

Town’s mayor and vice mayor conduct ‘Community Engagement Tour’

By Vera Kochan

Moraga Mayor Mike McCluer
and Vice Mayor Steve
Woehleke conducted a survey
amongst members of the
town’s various civic organi-
zations in order to form a
better understanding of the
community’s issues and
concerns.

The Community Engage-
ment Tour was the brainchild
of McCluer and not in any
way representative of the
town council or the town of
Moraga. Its goal was to “en-
gage, discuss and listen,” al-
most in a town hall manner,
over a two month period be-
tween March and May 2021.
The results were presented by
the mayor and vice mayor
during the town council’s July
14 meeting.

Participants in the survey
were members of Preserve
Lamorinda Open Space, Mor-
aga School District, Moraga
Rotary, Moraga Country Club
HOA, SMART Moraga, Moraga

Kiwanis, Campolindo High
School, Moraga Garden Club,
and Moraga Lions Club.

“We had Zoom meetings
for the discussions,” ex-
plained McCluer. “In advance
of the meeting I would send
the leader of each group the
survey link (https://www.sur-
vey monkey.com/r/VL2D3SV)
and mention we are seeking
feedback. I also mentioned
the survey during the discus-
sion. Fully optional. I also
noted surveys are from Mike
and Steve and not the town,
as we conduct these meetings
as mayor and vice mayor.
These meetings were differ-
ent from the typical 'mayor
presents 40 slides and offers a
few minutes for questions.'I
think it was special to have
90% of the meeting as discus-
sion with average meetings
lasting over an hour.”

The survey involved
seven questions that required
either a written reply or
checking a box with a ratings
response. The top five issues

of concern in Moraga were:
retail services, financial man-
agement, development/open
space, infrastructure and the
retail look. Additional key is-
sues were: safety, fire safety,
traffic, diversity and lack of
recreation — meaning, some
type of all-purpose indoor
sports facility.

As to whether the town is
focused on the right issues,
the overwhelming response
was “sometimes,” with “not
sure” coming in second, “yes”
at third, and “no” at fourth.

Areas that need improve-
ment were significantly di-
rected at retail services, with
nearly equal votes coming in
second for retail look. Both
McCluer and Woehleke ac-
knowledged that this re-
sponse comes as no surprise.
“The two centers have been
adjusting over time, and will
continue to do so,” replied
Woehleke. “The town needs to
continue to focus on enhanc-
ing relationships with the
center owners/operators,

working towards achieving
the potential viability which
can support significant re-
freshing.” Also, financial
management came second,
followed by communication,
and development/open space.

Woehleke added, “I was a
bit surprised that while the
town spends significant ef-
forts in communicating via
About Town, MCN and other
means, several of the tabu-
lated survey responses sug-
gest there are opportunities.”
McCluer was disappointed
that climate action didn’t
make an appearance in the
top issues.

As to whether the town is
performing up to residents’
standards, the votes for “av-
erage" came in first, followed
by “good,” “poor,” “excellent”
and “failing.”

When asked whether
Moraga was moving in the
right direction, surveyors put
“neither yes/no” first, fol-
lowed by a very close “some-
what yes,” dropping down to

“yes,” “somewhat no,” with
“no” and “not sure” tied for
last.

“I was very happy to
bring 17 specific resident ac-
tion items to the town council
with many new items and
ideas,” said McCluer in re-
gards to write-in responses
from those surveyed.

“This endeavor was well
worth the effort,” stated
Woehleke. “I strongly com-
mend Mayor McCluer for
originating and leading this
effort, and essentially per-
forming all the work. Every
group we met with expressed
appreciation for the direct
community engagement. And,
Ilearned much from them.”

McCluer added, “Also, I
can’t express how much I
truly enjoyed these meetings,
connecting with the residents
that I work for and one of the
most effective actions I've
taken since being a town
council member.”

Valle Vista (Part Two) - Moraga’s all but forgotten subdivision
and its residents

By Vera Kochan

Subdivision No. 3, also known
as Valle Vista, came to fruition
in 1914, when the Moraga Land
Company began selling 98 lots
to anyone interested in build-
ing homes just beyond Canyon
Bridge.

The new property owners
individually contracted with

local carpenters to create their
dream homes, while Valle
Vista’s water supply was piped
in from a spring that was lo-
cated near the still standing
Joaquin Moraga Adobe in
Orinda. The water was basi-
cally rationed and restricted —
and residents never knew
when their particular supply
might be cut off.

Children went to school at

Willow Spring School, which
was built on land donated by
the Moraga Company. The
school served Moraga between
1917-1958. Located at 1689
School Street the building is
now home to the Willow Spring
Community Church. They also
attended Valle Vista School,
built in 1918, which was re-
named Canyon School in 1921.
... continued on Page A5
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Hours of operation
Mon-5at 9am -6pm
Office and Yard.

Or call for an
appointment.
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455 Moraga Rd. Ste. F

(925) 643-2026
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Embezzlement case
sentencing hearing

continued
By Sora O’Doherty

A federal public defender for
Francis Robert Fritzky,
known in Moraga as Bob,
who has pleaded guilty to
charges of embezzling over
$200,000 from the Moraga
Community Foundation, told
the court on July 30 that his
client is exhibiting symptoms
of COVID-19, although he had
not yet received the results of
a test for the disease. Fritzky,
the former treasurer of the
Moraga Community Founda-
tion, was scheduled to be
sentenced, a hearing that
had already been postponed
when Fritzky dismissed his
counsel, opting to be repre-
sented by the public de-
fender instead. His lawyer
requested the continuance
on the grounds that Fritzky

Town Council

Wednesday, Aug. 11 cancelled
Wednesday, Aug. 25, 6:30 p.m.
Planning Commission:
Tuesday, Aug. 17, 6:30 p.m.

Park and Recreation Commission:
Monday, Aug. 16, 7 p.m.
Moraga School District Board Meetings :

might not have been fully
competent to gather his
thoughts and address the
court in the circumstances.
Fritzky lives with his
daughter and his fiancé, both
of whom are ill with COVID.
Judge Jon S. Tigar ordered
the matter continued to an
in-person hearing on Aug. 27,
and ordered Fritzky to pre-
sent a negative COVID test
prior to the start of the pro-
ceedings. Prosecutor Barbara
J. Valliere and Katrina Chu of
U.S. probation both agreed to
the continuance and told the
judge that they are available
for the new hearing date.
Valliere did point out that
there were persons present
on the Zoom call for the sen-
tencing who were prepared
to address the court, but did
not contest the continuance.

Special Board Meeting
Tuesday, Aug. 10, 6 p.m. www.moraga.k12.ca.us.
See also AUHSD meeting page A2
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The Fall Activity Guide
is now available!

Register Online

Moragarec.com

PARKS & RECREATION

Valle Vista (Part Two) - Moraga’s all but forgotten subdivision

A home's foundation

... continued from Page A4

Although looking at the
remote location of Valle Vista
by today’s standards, one
might come to the conclusion
that the area was strictly pop-
ulated by farmers. Not so. The
early residents, which num-
bered 58 families, held a di-
verse field of occupations be-
sides farming. There were
shop keepers/owners, doctors,
a dentist, a nurse, a railroad
engineer for Southern Pacific,
a United States postal em-
ployee, a quarry worker, Pa-
cific Gas and Electric employ-
ees, an East Bay Water Com-
pany inspector, and an auto
body mechanic, just to name a
few. The Moraga Company
maintained several lots
throughout Valle Vista in
which their employees also
lived.

Many residents worked
outside of Moraga and often
commuted to cities such as
Oakland by catching the
Oakland-Antioch and Eastern
Railroad train at the Valle
Vista Station located across
the street from the subdivi-
sion. On cold, dark mornings
men would build a fire near
the tracks to keep the com-
muters warm while waiting
for the 6:30 a.m. train. Anyone
who worked in San Francisco
caught the ferry at Oakland’s
station to complete their trip.
Some residents owned auto-
mobiles, but when the rains
set in, the roads around town
became impassable, and they
would instead use a horse and

buggy.
People with last names

and its residents

Photo Mason Fara

such as Arbuckle, Busch, Dick-
enson, Dethlefsen, Green,
Hespe, Hoyt, Lansdell,
McPhee, Oas, Ortett, Potter
and Stair were multiple lot
owners. Many of the residents
in Valle Vista were
Scandinavian.

A scant eight years later,
East Bay Water Company, East
Bay Municipal Utility District’s
predecessor, began buying up
property in the low-lying ar-
eas of Valle Vista in order to
create the Upper San Leandro
Reservoir. Residents began
selling off their lots in 1922
with the hopes of making a
tidy profit from their initial
investment of approximately
$500 per lot. The first wave of
sales ended in 1925, in prepa-
ration for the overflow of the
Moraga and San Leandro
Creeks in 1926, thereby creat-
ing the Upper San Leandro
Reservoir. The second wave of
sales began in 1930, when the
new EBMUD wanted to pur-
chase additional land to main-
tain the reservoir’s purity.
Single lots began selling for
approximately $2,000 depend-
ing on acreage. By 1944,
EBMUD was buying lots lo-
cated on the hillsides at prices
between $5,000 to $6,000,
some even higher depending
on their location.

According to letters dated
1944, sent from H.]. Wickman,
an assistant land agent to J.S.
Longwell, a chief engineer and
general manager (possibly
with EBMUD), many of the re-
maining homes were substan-
tially large. They contained
multiple bedrooms, a kitchen,
dining room, living room,
bathroom, garage and even a

basement. Amenities included,
linoleum floors in the kitchen,
fireplaces, oak floors, electric
hot water heaters, wells and
electric pumps. Many proper-
ties had decorative gardens
with flower beds, fruit and nut
trees, even fish ponds.

Miraculously, in the midst
of all of the overgrown trees,
grass and weeds that have to-
day overtaken most of Valle
Vista’s Subdivision No. 3, there
remain remnants of a founda-
tion — quite possibly the only
one left. Located alongside
one of the hiking trails, a par-
tially toppled brick structure
stands like a sentinel guarding
the entrance to a treasure
trove of evidence that the
community of Valle Vista did
indeed exist.

Armed with copies of the
original subdivision lot blue-
prints, lists of property own-
ers and a 1989 sketch of the
foundation in question, four
“investigators” — one of whom
is a historical expert with
EBMUD - have come to the
conclusion that the mystery
foundation was once part of

lots 24, 25 and 26. While the
lots had gone through several
owners, the last one was
Charles Dickenson who was
negotiating in 1944 to sell to
EBMUD.

The homestead property
was fronted by a low-lying
brick/stone wall with a metal
gate to the right (a portion of
the gate was found in the
shrubbery). There are cherry-
plum trees on either side of
the property and a two-foot
tall garden pipe sticking up
out of the ground (where a
hose could be attached). Ce-
ment steps to the right lead up
the hill while passing four ce-
ment benches on the way up
to what remains of the home’s
brick and cement foundation.
Across from the foundation
lies what appears to be a very
short, round well wall or a fish
pond. Leaning alongside this
is a discarded metal frame-
work that might have be-
longed to a fireplace. A long
metal pipe leads from the
home’s foundation back down
the hill. This may have been
used either to pump water to

the house or as a drain pipe.

Innumerable hikers pass
this foundation on a daily ba-
sis, yet very few are aware of
its existence beyond the over-
growth up the hill. Perhaps
they are intimidated by the
fallen trees and forest-like ap-
pearance or the idea of wood-
land creatures roaming and
crawling around the remains.
Be warned, poison oak does
grow within the boundaries.

Despite Mother Nature,
Father Time and the en-
croachment of civilization, it’s
nice to know that a small piece
of Valle Vista still makes its
mark in Moraga.

Note: Valuable information
for this article was retrieved
from a letter written to Wilbur
Hespe from his mother, Martha
Hespe, who were residents of
Valle Vista between 1914-1920.
Special thanks to Moraga His-
torical Society President Susan
Sperry, Moraga Historical So-
ciety Member Sam Sperry,
EBMUD Ranger Naturalist IT
Leatha Harris, Moraga Boy
Scout Troop 212’s Eagle Scout
Mason Fara and Mike Kochan.

Tamplen Plastic Surgery now in Orinda

Cosmetic Surgery
*  Facelift

*  Facial Implants
*  Neck Lift

Skin Care Services
* Chemical Peels
* Obagi® Consultation

Laser & Non-Surgical Services

* BOTOX® Cosmetic and Dysport®

* Cosmetic Removal of Moles & Skin Tags

* Fillers (UVEDERM®, JUVEDERM VOLUMA®, Restylane®)
* Fraxel Re:Store Laser Treatment

Nose Surgery
Brow Lift
Eyelid Surgery
Ear Surgery

Dr. Matthew Tamplen, who grew up in Lafayette and is a well-known Facial
Plastic Surgeon with Kaiser Permanente, just opened a private practice in
Downtown Orinda to better serve Lamorinda patients.

Matthew Tamplen, MD
Orinda Office:

77 Moraga way Suite G, Orinda
925-254 -6710
TamplenPlasticSurgery.com

Double Board-Certified Facial Plastic and
Reconstructive Surgeon.
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Synthetic Grass - Instollation - Landscaping

—

1801 Saint Mary’s Rd. Moraga, CA 94556

Phone (925) 819-2100

* Design & Consulting
* New Landscape Installation * Re-Landscape & Remodel
* Residential & Commercial * Green Landscape Options
* Maintenance & Clean Ups * Synthetic Lawn Installation

CA Lic# 938445




Page: A6 LAMORINDA WEEKLY

~

925-377-0977

Planning commission rejects bid for historic
landmark designation, applicants appeal
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Fully glazed window walls at the southwest corner, looking

southeast.

By Sora O’Doherty

The decision on whether or
not the residence at 12
Charles Hill Circle deserves
to be designated as a historic
landmark will now rest with
the Orinda City Council, fol-
lowing the decision of the
planning commission not to
recommend to the city coun-
cil that the designation be
granted. The commission
chose not to follow the rec-
ommendation of the Histori-
cal Landmarks Committee,
which had voted to recom-
mend the historic landmark

designation. The planning
commission action on the
residence was considered at
its July 21 meeting, and fi-
nalized at a subsequent
meeting on July 27. Follow-
ing the filing of an appeal by
the applicants, Jeanne Huang
Li and Nathan Ogle, the mat-
ter will be considered by the
city council.

The applicants seek the
historic landmark designa-
tion for the residence that
was built in 1951 by architect
Paul Hamilton, who lived in
the home and ran his busi-
ness from it until 1961. The
applicants claimed that

Hamilton was an architect of
local significance and that

' the home is a well-preserved

example of the Second Bay

4 Tradition, and Orinda staff

and the Historic Landmarks
Committee agreed. However,
the planning commission
struggled to find that Hamil-
ton was significant, finding
that he only worked on five
homes in Orinda, and that
none of the homes he had
designed anywhere had been
given historic landmark

ES recognition. The commis-

sioners also questioned the
timing of the application,
wondering why the applicant
brought it forward when the
home is still in need of re-
pairs.

In order to be designated
as an historic landmark, a
property must meet at least
three conditions set forth in
the city code. The planning
commission found that 12
Charles Hill Circle met only
one condition, and therefore
did not qualify for historic
landmark status. The sole
condition that the commis-
sion found applicable was
that the building contains el-
ements of architectural de-
sign, detail and materials or
craftsmanship which repre-
sent a significant architec-

tural innovation.

The applicants had also
advanced the work of
renown landscape architect
Lawrence Halprin on the
property, but the commis-
sioners considered that his
contribution had not been
significant and that much of
the landscaping was no
longer present.

At the hearing before the
HLC, neighbors of the appli-
cants argued that the appli-
cants were trying to prevent
them from completing
restoration of their proper-
ties on the grounds that it
would affect the historic sta-
tus of the applicants’ home.
Although staff did not dis-
pute that the applicants had
made that effort, they did re-
peatedly note that the his-
toric designation would have
applied solely to the appli-
cant’s property, and that it
would not have influenced
decisions on the neighbor’s
property. However, there is
an outstanding issue of
whether or not the appli-
cants could force their
neighbors to be subjected to
more costly procedures for
environmental impact re-
ports under the California
Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA).

LAMORINDA

FLOORS

Once dubious, Wilder residents now wildly
enthusiastic about preschool

By Sora O’Doherty

When somewhat over one
year ago it was proposed to
rent a portion of the Art &
Garden Center at Wilder to a
Montessori preschool, Wilder
residents expressed concerns
that this was another benefit
for Orinda that would be a
burden on the Wilder com-
munity. During an annual
review by the Orinda plan-
ning commission on July 27,
there was no word of opposi-
tion, only extremely happy
Wilder residents saying that

NOMINATIONS NOW OPEN for the
ORINDA CITIZEN of the YEAR 2020

Do you have a person in mind to nominate for outstanding
community service in 2020 and/or over many years of lifetime

service?

* Must be a current Orinda resident

* Must be someone who has given of their time, talents
and energy as a community volunteer helping make
Orinda better, where people want to live, work and shop

* Must be someone who models excellence and good
citizenship in everything they do

* Must be someone who brings our community together
making us proud and promoting community spirit

A celebration dinner will be held on Sunday evening, October
24,2021 at the Orinda Wilder Art and Garden Center to honor
the award recipient. The deadline for submitting nominations is

by Friday, September 3.

Nominations can be sent to orindafoundation@gmail.com or
mailed to Orinda Community Foundation, PO Box 21, Orinda
CA 94563. Include your name and contact, along with the name

and contact for the nominee.

Gas Prices

Orinda’s
Lowest

-
q" AT,

the applicant, Jatinder Kaur
of Montessori Impressions
Academy has changed their
lives for the better.

The preschool was ap-
proved in 2020 to operate in
Studio 4 at the Art & Garden
Center at Wilder, offering
preschool education and
daycare for 30 children, aged
2 to 6, Mondays through Fri-
days, year round, from 7 a.m.
to 6 p.m. The school was au-
thorized to also use the pub-
lic bathroom and the chil-
dren’s playground. The ap-
plicant is required to pack up
everything every day, so that
the facility is available for
other uses in the evenings
and on the weekends.

The applicant came be-
fore the planning commis-
sion at the first annual re-
view to ask that the use per-
mit for the school at 20
Orinda Fields (the Art & Gar-
den Center) be approved
permanently and that the re-
quirement for annual re-
views be dropped. In addi-
tion, Kaur sought to open an
annex at The Ranch House,
10 Orinda Fields, to accom-
modate another 10 children.

Both properties are owned by

the city of Orinda and rented
out.

Senior Planner Adam
Foster presented the matter
to the planning commission,
along with Director of Plan-
ning Drummond Buckley.
Given that the previous hear-
ing on approval of the use
permit for the Montessori
school had met with consid-
erable concern from Wilder
residents, commissioner
Brandyn Iverson asked if the
city had received any opposi-
tion to the current applica-
tion. Foster stated that they
had not, and in fact had only
received statements of sup-
port.

Buckley added that Parks
and Recreation Director Todd
Trimble had not received any
complaints during the time
that the preschool has been
operative. There has been no
difficulty with students being
dropped off and picked up at
Wilder Fields. There was a
single complaint about a par-
ent parking by the mail
kiosks and walking a student
to the school, but it turned

out to be a one-off incident
and the complaint was with-
drawn, with the complainant
noting that the school had
been very responsive and a
very good neighbor. Staff also
reported that there has thus
far been no conflict with
users of the Art & Garden
Center or the playfields, al-
though it was noted that the
school has thus far been op-
erating during a pandemic
year and demand for the fa-
cilities has not been high.
Kaur stated that she
brought the application be-
cause the school has been
tremendously successful and
that she has a waiting list for
placement up to two years
out and that places at the
school are in high demand.
Although there was no
opposition to the application,
speaker after speaker gave
the school glowing reviews.
Wilder resident Karen Do
said, “My 3-year-old daughter
has been a student for eight
months, and she has blos-

ey
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somed.” Do said she was ex-
cited to find quality daycare
right in her neighborhood
and testified that Montessori
Impressions provides educa-
tion that contributes to kind
next generation members of
our community. Before her
daughter was a student, she
enjoyed co-sharing the play
space, a question that had
been raised by commissioner
Iverson. Other parents
echoed this sentiment, stating
that they had used the play-
ground before their children
were enrolled and found the
experience of interacting
with the school children and
teachers to be very
beneficial.

All of the speakers were
Wilder residents. Nisha
Taparia called the school “a
real blessing.” Another
speaker said, “I cannot tell
you how excited we are to
find quality childcare right in
our neighborhood.”

... continued on next Page
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Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get

rid of rats, mice and other rodents.
GUARANTEED
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Pending in Orinda

4BR | 2BA | 1880sqft | 0.5ac
7 offers, Orinda Oaks 7 offers, Sleepy Hollow Fixer

Integrity ¢ Knowledge ¢ Results
Frank Woodward

Realtor®, Luxury Property Specialist
T. 925.788.4963
E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com

FREE In-Home Inspection,
Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount
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Callh925 :-33 3ﬁ988 mﬂn“ﬂﬂ
www.honestrodentproofing.com  padent ['m'ﬂn“.ﬂ

COLDWELL BANKER
REALTY

Servicing the Bay Area to Sacramento EXPERIZNCE YoU CAN TEOST

©2021 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing
Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor
sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Once dubious, Wilder residents now
wildly enthusiastic about preschool

... continued from Page A6

She added that the school
provided a sense of commu-
nity and togetherness, and
that her family has gotten to
know many others. Yet an-
other speaker praised the
school as “high quality early
childhood education,” and
deemed it a “life-saver and a
source of happiness our chil-
dren have needed during this
difficult time.”

Vivian Wei is a Wilder
resident, a corporate execu-
tive in a Fortune 500 com-
pany, a book author and
blogs about women in the
workforce. She said she was
“incredibly excited that my
child is starting at MIA.” Wei
also talked about how mil-
lions of women dropped out

Share your thoughts, insights and opinions with your community.
Send a letter to the editor: letters@lamorindaweekly.com

of the labor force during the
COVID-19 pandemic because
they had to stay home with
their children. “I'm hanging
in because of MIA and the
schools in Orinda,” she con-
cluded. Other speakers told
the commission about their
very positive experiences
with the school and how
happy they were to find
childcare in Wilder.
Commisoner Hubner
asked how the school would
be monitored if the annual
review were dropped. Buck-
ley said, “We have use per-
mits for other things and they
don’t have annual review re-
quirement.” He explained
that if an applicant is out of
compliance with a use per-
mit, the city can use code en-
forcement, and could ulti-

mately revoke a use permit
for noncompliance. In addi-
tion, he pointed out, because
the city owns the properties,
it bears added responsibility
as the landlord. The director
of parks and rec has an oblig-
ation to operate facilities in a
manner consistent with the
neighborhood and residents
of Orinda.

Foster pointed out that it
isn’t a one-year lease but a 6-
month rental agreement. The
applicant added that they
have been responsible
renters and have provided a
steady stream of revenue to
the city, while the facilities
remain available for public
use in the evenings and on
weekends. The matter passed
unanimously.
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MOVE COORDINATORS

All-Women Company Serving
East Bay Residents for Over 20 Years

COMPLETE MOVE &
COORDINATION SPECIALISTS

* CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION *

FULL PACKING & UNPACKING SERVICES
PACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

plan, sort, pack, label and help with what to keep, toss, donate, consign

UNPACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

pixtig furnsture, SEEng up kichen, srgaainiag ciebels. Capbodits and drawers

Insured, Bonded, and Green

Nominated by SCORE 925.330.1988
for Outstanding heflp@carefreemoves.net
Woman-0wned Small Business wwvicarefreamawes. net

x
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ORINDA | $1,599,000

Charming, updated single-story ranch home located in Orinda’s beloved Del Rey neighborhood featuring 4 bedrooms, 2 baths, a lush yard and drought-tolerant garden.

Michelle Holcenberg 925.324.0405
michelle@holcenberg.com | CalRE #01373412

. ORINDA | $1,279,000

_ Light-filled 4br/2ba custom mid-century home on serene half-acre lot.

Frank Woodward 925.788.4963
frank@frankwoodward.com | CalRE #01335916

ORINDA | $1,299,000
A stone’s throw from Elementary, Middle and High school, this single-story three bedroom, two bath home boasts an approximately 0.41 acre lot on a highly sought-after court.

Vlatka Bathgate 925.597.1573
vlatka.bathgate@cbnorcal.com | CalRE #01390784

.?r'.'.'ﬂi:!ﬂl- | v

ColdwellBankerHomes.com
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MORAGA | $1,155,000
Updated 3br/2.5ba townhome in MCC w/front private courtyard and back deck.

June Young 925.775.8819
june.young@cbnorcal.com | CalRE #01925454

GUIDING YOU HOME SINCE 1906

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification.
Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Realty are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2021 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company
owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. &
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Lamorinda communities participate in virtual evacuation drill

By Jennifer Wake

Lamorinda residents began
receiving text messages and
phone calls from the Contra
Costa County Community
Warning System the morning
of July 31 during a virtual
evacuation exercise con-
ducted by the Lafayette, Mor-
aga and Orinda police de-
partments, the Moraga-
Orinda Fire District, the Con-
tra Costa County Fire Protec-
tion District, and the East Bay
Municipal Utility District. The
drill allowed local residents
and first responders an op-
portunity to practice evacua-
tion procedures that would be
utilized during an actual
wildfire emergency.
Evacuating in one vehicle
helps avoid congestion on ar-
terials, according MOFD Fire
Chief Dave Winnacker, who
spoke at a June 14 Lamorinda
CERT meeting about fire
safety. Preparing for evacua-

tions in advance is vital, he
said, since any delays can
mean you are likely to run
into downstream traffic on
the few arterials leading to
safety. “We do not have sur-
face street capacity for every-
one to get on the roads at the
same time.”

Each municipality has an
evacuation plan that includes
specific geographical evacua-
tion zones, according to an
email sent by Lamorinda
CERT Registrar Julie Sparks.
“In an actual emergency,
evacuation messages will be
issued for these zones when
there is extreme danger to an
area. When a real evacuation
order is issued, residents
should evacuate immedi-
ately.”

Residents were advised to
pack their “go bags” in one
car and knock on neighbors’
doors as part of the drill.

If you have signed up for
the Community Warning Sys-
tem and did not receive an

alert, you can you can go to
www.cococws.us and click
the ‘Sign In’ link at the top
right of the page. (Remember,
your username is your email
address and if you do not

know your password, click
the ‘Forgot Password’ link to
reset your password).You can
review your existing account
information by clicking on
the "My Profile" button at the

What to include in a ‘go bag’

As noted in the May 26 Lamorinda Weekly article, “Packing an emergency ‘Go Bag’” by Cynthia
Brian, go bag essentials include:

Photo Cyn_thia Brian

First Aid kit

Duplicate chargers for
phones, tablets, and
computers

Copies of important
documents including

passport, drivers license,
vaccination card, credit
cards, insurance
Work gloves
Warm gloves
Towelettes
Small towel
Bottled water
(1 gallon per person per day)
Thick blanket
Walking shoes
Socks
Warm jacket
Peanut butter
Honey
Protein bars
Personal hygiene kit with a

top of the page. You can also
call CWS directly at (925) 655-
0111 or email
cws-staff@so.cccounty.us.

toothbrush, soap,
medications

Matches

Candle

Flashlight and headlamp
with extra batteries
Eating utensils and plates
Breathing masks
(Niosh-N95)

Clothing change

Reading glasses

Extra set of keys to home,
office, etc.

Pet necessities: food, leash,
medications

Cash

Toilet Paper

MOFD board votes to maintain equal Moraga/Orinda six cent
Fire Flow Tax rate

By Vera Kochan

Currently the Fire Flow Tax in
both Moraga and Orinda
zones are assessed at $0.06
per fire flow unit. That rate
was originally capped in
Moraga’s FFT zone, which
also includes portions of
Orinda and unincorporated
Contra Costa County. The
Moraga-Orinda Fire District’s
July 21 board meeting agenda
included an item involving
the possibility of raising Mor-
aga’s FFT.

MOFD Chief Dave Win-
nacker briefly addressed the
board with a staff report that
mentioned various reasons
why the FFT rate for Moraga
should remain at $0.06, most
notably that it would be too
difficult to untangle and keep
separate accounting docu-
mentation regarding Moraga

and Orinda for transparency
purposes. There were no
questions or comments from
the board members after
Winnacker’s presentation.

During the Public Com-
ment portion of the meeting,
it was noted that former
MOFD board member Dick
Olsen provided an in-depth
historical overview of the FFT
to the board several hours
before the evening‘s meeting.
Additionally, Moraga Mayor
Mike McCluer read a rate hike
opposition letter crafted by
the town council during its
July 14 meeting (see details in
Lamorinda Weekly’s July 21
issue).

Former MOFD board
president and Moraga mayor,
Frank Sperling stated, “Direc-
tors, please do your home-
work. Please remember that
questions and comments you

make in the public view are
taken very seriously and of-
tentimes with the public fill-
ing in the blanks with a nega-
tive scenario. Whether those
statements revolve around
merging into the ConFire or-
ganization, or gee, I wonder
why we don’t increase the
Fire Flow Tax rate in Moraga.
You can see the ramifications
of such statements.” Sperling
stressed the importance of
board members asking ques-
tions of staff before meetings
in order to ensure that they
come to the table with a com-
plete knowledge of the topic
at hand.

Another former Moraga
mayor, Dave Trotter, compli-
mented Winnacker’s infor-
mative staff report and
added, “This issue keeps
coming back. I think it’s time
to put a stake in the heart of

this particular subject.” He
also reminded the MOFD
board members that “three
out of the five of you depend
on one form or another for
votes from Moraga residents
to have your seats, and un-
derstand that we’re watching;
we’re paying very close at-
tention. I would ask you to
consider that in the actions

that you’re being asked to
take tonight and to approve
what Chief Winnacker has
proposed as the right path
forward for the Moraga-
Orinda Fire District.”
Without any debate, the
board voted unanimously for
the continuation of the $0.06
FFT rate in both the Moraga
and Orinda service zones.

Board of Directors
Wednesday, Aug. 18, 6 p.m.

ConFire
Board of Directors

Fire District Public Meetings

Moraga-Orinda Fire District

For meeting times and agendas, visit www.mofd.org

Regular Meeting: Tuesday, Aug. 10, 1 p.m.

For meeting times and agendas, visit www.cccfpd.org
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Public Safety

Emergency response:

Emergency: 24 Hours

Police Dispatch: 24 Hours
925-284-5010

Nixle: Text your zip code to 888777

or go to www.nixle.com

Lafayette Police Department:

3471 Mt. Diablo Blvd. 925-283-3680

Chief of Police, Ben Alldritt
925-299-3221

Police Department Tip Line
94549Tip@gmail.com

Police Department Traffic Issues
94549Traffic@gmail.com

Moraga Police Department:

329 Rheem Blvd., 925-888-7055

Chief of Police, Jon King ext. 7049

Orinda Police Department:

22 Orinda Way  925-254-6820

Chief of Police, David M. Cook

925-254-6820

Orindatip@cityoforinda.org

Lafayette Police

911

Department

Incident

Summary

Report

July 11 - July 24

Alarms 35
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 11
Traffic 71
Suspicious Circumstances 14
Suspicious Subject 12
Suspicious Vehicle 15
Service to Citizen 26

Patrol Req./Security Check 63
Pubic/School Assembly Check 0

Supplemental Report 20
Vacation House Check 30
Welfare Check 20
Ordinance Violation 0

Vehicle violations
Auto Burglary
3100 Block Sandalwood Ct.
3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
3600 Block Lincoln Way
Hit And Run Felony
Mt. Diablo Blvd./Pleasant Hill Rd.
Hit And Run Misdemeanor
3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Reckless Driving
3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Moraga Rd./Hamlin Rd.

Pleasant Hill Rd./Olympic Blvd.

Pleasant Hill Rd./Stanley Blvd.
Tc - No Details

1200 Block Pleasant Hill Rd.
Tc - Property Damage

Deer Hill Rd./Brown Ave.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

4000 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Vehicle Theft

3700 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

10 Block Dollis Park Rd.
Other criminal activity
Computer Fraud

800 Block Avalon Ave.
Fraud False Pretenses

Police Department
Identity Theft

600 Block Lucas Dr.
Panhandling

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (4)
Petty Theft

700 Block Las Trampas Rd.

900 Block 3Rd St.
Petty Theft Veh Parts

3200 Block Marlene Dr.
Shoplift

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (3)

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (5)
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-domestic

Pleasant Hill Rd./Acalanes Ave.
Disturbance-fight

3700 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Loud Noise

4000 Block Mario Way

No House Number

1100 Block Glen Rd.

100 Block Peaceful Ln. (2)

Mt. Diablo Ct./Mt. Diablo Blvd.

1000 Block 2Nd St.

700 Block Solana Dr.

900 Block Hough Ave.
Loud Party

3600 Block Brook St.

No House Number

3300 Block Beechwood Dr.

3000 Block Rohrer Dr.

Martino Rd./Springhill Rd. (2)
Public Nuisance

Happy Valley Rd./Deer Hill Rd.

1000 Block 2Nd St.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3700 Block Highland Rd.

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Vandalism

900 Block Acalanes Rd.

100 Block Greenbank Dr.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)

1000 Block N Thompson Rd.

Other
Animal Cruelty

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Fireworks

3400 Block School St.

El Curtola Blvd./Old Tunnel Rd.
Threats

1300 Block Sunset Lp

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

1200 Block El Curtola Blvd.
Unwanted Guest

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)

3200 Block Old Tunnel Rd.

3700 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Violation Custody Order

1200 Block Warner Ct.
Violation Restraining Order

1200 Block Panorama Dr.

Moraga Police
Department
Incident
Summary
Report
July 13 - July 19
Alarms
911 Calls (includes hang-ups)
Traffic
Suspicious Circumstances
Suspicious Subject
Suspicious Vehicle
Service to Citizen
Patrol Req./Security Check
Supplemental Report
Vacation House Check
Welfare Check
Pubic/School Assembly Check
Ordinance Violation
Vehicle violations
Excessive Speed

100 Block Block Rheem Blvd., Ori

Moraga Way/Hardie Dr.

Moraga Rd/Rheem Blvd. (4)

Camino Ricardo/Moraga Way

Seven Elven
Reckless Driving

Police Department

Draeger Dr./Moraga Rd.

St Marys Rd./Rheem Blvd.

Tharp Dr./Camino Pablo

Seven Eleven
Tc - Property Damage

100 Block Eileen Ct.
Vehicle Theft

School St./Moraga Way
Other criminal activity
Fraud Credit Card

Not Available
Shoplift

Moraga Way/St Andrews Dr.

6

9
2
2
1
1
6
14
10
8
9
3
3
0

Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-domestic

1900 Block Ascot Dr.
Drunk In Public

1400 Block Moraga Rd.
Loud Music

Canyon Club Brewery

Devin Dr./Moraga Rd.

Hacienda (2)
Vandalism

200 Block Sonora Rd.
Other
Corporal Injury Spouse

20 Block Harrington Rd.
Fire/Ems Response Info

Police Department

200 Block Sonora Rd.
Fireworks

CVS

Homegoods
Mentally I11 Commit

200 Block N Sandringham

ORINDA

Orinda Police Department
Incident Summary

Report

July 11 - July 24

Alarms 57
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 6
Traffic 23
Suspicious Circumstances 2
Suspicious Subject 4
Suspicious Vehicle 8
Service to Citizen 80
Patrol Req./Security Check 95
Supplemental Report 8
Vacation House Check 0
Welfare Check 11
Pubic/School Assembly Check 6
Ordinance Violation 0

Vehicle violations
Accident Injury
Dos Osos/Los Norrabos Rd.
Accident Property
80 Block La Encinal
Brookwood/Camino Pablo
20 Block Orinda Way
Moraga Way/Monte Veda Dr.
Auto Burglary
Camino Sobrante
Hit And Run Misdemeanor
El Toyonal/Camino Pablo
20 Block Irwin Way
Reckless Driving

St Stephens Dr./Eb Sr 24

Moraga Way

100 Block Tappan Ln.

Calvin Dr./Rheem Blvd.
Shoplift

Sobrante

Camino Sobrante
Tc - Property Damage

20 Block Orinda Way

Camino Pablo/Bevmo
Vehicle Theft

200 Block Village Sq.

60 Block Sunnyside Ln.
Other criminal activity
Grand Theft

10 Block Northwood Ct.

60 Block California Ave.
Grand Theft Veh Parts

Wilder Rd./Eb Sr 24

10 Block Donna Maria Way
Misc Burglary

300 Block Camino Pablo (2)
Panhandling

Brookwood Rd.

Prowler Heard

40 Block Las Cascadas Rd.
Warrant Arrest

10 Block S Point Rd.

Moraga Way/Brookside Rd.
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-domestic

Wilder Blvd./Gateway Blvd.
Loud Music

20 Block Heather Ln.

Heather Ln./Glorietta Blvd.
Loud Noise

70 Block El Toyonal

70 Block La Cuesta Rd.

50 Block Rheem Blvd.
Public Nuisance

Camino Sobrante (2)

Theatre Square
Vandalism

El Toyonal/Vallecito Ln.

300 Block Camino Pablo

Orinda Way
Other
Failure To Obey

10 Block Francisco Ct.
Fireworks

Ivy Dr.

Hailed By Citizen

Police Department
Other Non Criminal

20 Block Acacia Dr.
Unwanted Guest

10 Block Theatre Sq 106 (2)
Violation Restraining Order

500 Block Moraga Way

Our advertisers make our paper possible to print and
deliver free to your home. Please thank them and let

them know you

saw their ad.

Your publishers,

Andy and Wendy

Scheck

925-377-0977
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Letters to the editor

The cost of service

I disagree with the statement
“MOEFD Fire Flow Tax quanti-
fies the risk of fire to a parcel”
in the article about the MOFD
board considering a possible
fire flow tax rate hike.

The formula for the Mor-
aga tax was an attempt, back
in 1992, to allocate additional
revenue (above the funds
provided by regular property
taxes) needed to provide pre-
mium service to the residents
of the Moraga Fire Protection
District (MFPD). It was called
a “fire flow tax” but since
MFPD did not provide the
“flow” (water) to put out fires,
it did not really cost MPFD
anything extra to put out a
little fire or a big fire. What
MEFPD provided was the
equipment and man-power;
fixed costs.

They had two stations,
two fire engines, and if they
needed mutual aid to put out
a big fire, adjacent stations
provided that aid for no cost.

The same is true today.

MOFD today receives
most of its revenue, $29.3
million, from property taxes.
Most of that is used for em-
ployee salaries and benefits
and most of that to the three
shifts of 17 firefighters and
the administration required
to supervise and support
them.

Eight of those 17 fire-
fighters (47% of the total) are
stationed in and serve Moraga
and Canyon whose population
(18,000) is about 47% of the
total 38,000 served by MOEFD.

While MOFD does not al-
locate its costs between
Orinda and Moraga, it is not
unreasonable to assume that
the cost to provide service to
Moraga is 47% of the $29.3
million in property tax rev-

925-377-0977

enue; which equates to $13.8
million. This is what it costs
to provide Moraga with the
premium service it desires.

However, regular tax
from Moraga and Canyon
property owners to MOFD
only adds up to $9.6 million;
$4 million short of what it
costs to serve them. The cur-
rent parcel tax only adds an-
other $500,000. Even if the
parcel tax was increased five
times to $2.5 million, what
Moragans voted on in 1992, it
would still be $1.5 million
short.

Moraga should not com-
plain about paying what it
costs to service them.

Steve Cohn
Orinda

Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and not necessarily those of the
Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will include the writer's name and city/town of residence -
we will only accept letters from those who live in, or own a business in, the communities comprising
Lamorinda (please give us your phone number for verification purposes only). Letters must be
factually accurate and be 350 words or less; letters of up to 500 words will be accepted on a
space-available basis. Visit www.lamorindaweekly.com for submission guidelines. Email:
letters@lamorindaweekly.com; Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

‘Our light is on’ - Visitors welcome to the

Lafayette Historical Society

.. continued from Page A2

“We didn’t have much space
prior to this. ... The picture
files were in the old library,”
Kikkert said. “Otherwise most
of the material would be in
people’s garages and attics.
There was no central space
where we could put them and
where people could view
them.”

The Lafayette Historical
Society is definitely a place of
interactive learning; people
who wander through its
doors interact intimately with
the volunteers. It is a 501(c)3
nonprofit organization in op-
eration since 1973. “Origi-
nally there was a historical
committee which was related
to the library,” said Flood.

This description on its
website describes the soci-
ety's aims perfectly: “We be-
lieve in the power of history

to ignite the imagination,
stimulate thought and pro-
vide enjoyment. Through our
collections and programs we
strive to link Lafayette’s his-
tory to the lives of people.”

“We are sort of a hidden
gem; we do not get a lot of
traffic,” said Kikkert, who
showed this reporter their
visitors log, which included a
couple names over the last
several months — and then a
yearlong gap.

Volunteer Sande Hubbs
explained to me how the pan-
demic affected their volun-
teer staff: “We used to all be
here at the same time but of
course with ... COVID we
closed completely and then
when we reopened it was just
in small groups.”

In most instances, visitors
to the center are curious
about the history of their own
property, and they are shown

aerial photographs of their
land in years past, maps of
the town over the years, et
cetera.

Less trodden are the oral
histories, transcripts of the
society’s interviews with
characters from the city.
Many of these oral histories
are now available on the so-
ciety's website, but the con-
tent is most special when
read where the volunteers
can add anecdotes and
direction.

The archives and materi-
als kept in this space are
brought to life by its loyal
volunteers who are interested
in sharing their findings with
others.

“It is wonderful to be a
part of Lafayette and its his-
tory,” Kikkert said, “and it’s
fun to help people who share
that same interest.”

Council approves Samantha

Townhomes construction

.. continued from Page Al

Hearing descriptions of
parking shortages and
concerns from both parties
about cars backing out of
driveways, especially the
driveways of three units
located closest to the school,
Mayor Susan Candell asked
Attorney Bryan Wenter to
explain why eliminating those
units did not fall under the
council’s purview.

Wenter explained the
project meets the legal
requirements of Density
Bonus law and the Housing
Accountability Act that
“mimic each other in terms of
the discretion that is curtailed
at a state level in connection
with projects that benefit
from the protection of those
laws.”

Wenter said the HAA
prevents a public agency (in
this case, the city council)
from limiting or altering the
proposed project because the
development meets all zoning
requirements and there are
no proven public health and
safety violations. Other than
speculation from the
appellants about the negative
impact the townhouses would
or would not have, he said
there are no violations of
written criteria establishing
public health and safety
standards.

He confirmed that the
city could be sued by the
applicant if they tried to
eliminate the end units. He
noted that the area had been
studied previously and is
located where housing has
been planned for and sought
by the city.

The Whiteheads
reiterated concerns about the
safety of children attending

the school, highlighted the
area’s limited parking and the
likelihood of increased traffic
congestion on Stuart Street.

Speaking for
applicant/owners Samuel
Bing and Linda Lai Lee,
representative Stuart Rickard
showed a photograph of
Stuart Street as it currently
exists. He said the end of the
street had been striped for
parking. The elimination of
those five striped parking
spots — a contentious subject
that received considerable
attention during the meeting
—would increase public
safety. He also suggested the
townhomes’ one-car garages
could have auditory opening
signals that would add to
public safety and awareness.

Minus the parked
vehicles, Rickard said there
would be more room for
emergency vehicles to access
the area and less multi-point
turnarounds made by people
bringing their children to the
school. “The sidewalk we will
be adding will also contribute
to the overall safety of
pedestrians,” said Rickard.

During public comments,
a parent of a child enrolled at
The Child Day Schools said he
was concerned the project
was making the area more
dangerous. He said
developing the land with “a
cavalier attitude” left him
worried about the
construction phase and the
increased traffic congestion
on an already challenging
street. He encouraged council
to consider some kind of
compromise to mitigate the
concerns.

Rickard said he is “a big
supporter of the public
process because it brings out
the issues and allows us to
debate them in public.” He

said an idea proposed during
the discussions to have a
traffic engineer look at the
situation is a good one. “Our
project will improve the
situation but it probably
needs someone who’s an
expert to help develop some
structure around it.” He
emphasized the applicant is
“not cavalier in any way”
when it comes to safety.

Because the city must
consider and either approve
or deny this type of project at
one of five hearings — the
council meeting July 26 was
the fifth public hearing for
the project — a decision was
required of the council.

Council discussion led to
amendments to the
Resolution and Conditions of
Approval, most relating to
ensuring the updated plans
and other future information
submitted by the applicant
includes 220V EV-ready
hookups in each garage, a
mention in homeowners
association agreements of the
proper use and maintenance
of MERV filters, and limiting
construction hours to 9 a.m.
to 6 p.m., Monday to
Saturday. No construction
will be permitted on Sundays
or holidays.

It was agreed that staff
will direct the public works
manager and the city’s traffic
engineer to consult with the
applicant and appellant and
make recommendations to
the council regarding a
possible traffic study.

After voting unanimously
to approve the revised
articles of Resolution and
Conditions of Approval, the
council agreed to discuss
reductions in the appellant’s
$12,637 fee to appeal the
decision at the next council
meeting.
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Dlrect Cremations From $799.00

Traditional Services From $3999.00
FD2386 Notary Services Available (925) 490-1400

Kelly Sopak, Agent Insurance
Lic#: 0D03981 1 Northwood
Drive Suite 1 Orinda, CA 94563
Bus: 925-253-7700

Email: kelly@kellysopak.com
Website: www.kellysopak.com

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

Surprisingly
great rates
right around
the corner.

I'm your one-stop shop for
the service you deserve at a
price you want. Call me for
surprisingly great rates and
Good Neighbor service right
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm s there®

Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

o StateFarm
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Mary H. Smith D.D.S.

A Professional Corporation

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

Proudly serving
the Lamorinda
community for over
26 years.

We always welcome
new patients.

Our office delivers
the highest quality

and service.

Consults are always
complementary.

Come visit our brand new State of the Art office.

1 Bates Blvd. Ste. 210, Orinda, 925.254.0824.

Got gas? Many people
think plumbers deal only
with water and sewage.
Not true! We install and
repair all types of gas lines
and fixtures too.

Mo’s sizzling

~ summer
specials...

* Qutdoor kitchens

* New gas lines for cooktops

and dryers
* Fire pits & patio heaters
* Pool heaters & hot tubs
* Natural gas barbecues I I
We're poly-pipe certified, (better than iron) | $ 1 00 Off 1

Approved vendors of PG&E

»
=

CA Lic
929641

ANy Qumbing job
LeapFrog Loot

$100 off

Gas line installation
over $600° I

1 LeapFrog Loot I

1 Tankless water heater 1
1 installation

*1 coupon per service, e exp 8/31/21

We Hop Io It!

Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993

green solutions!

©29377-6600 =

www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com
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CALL TOM
FOR A FREE
ESTIMATE

Since 1993!
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

925-377-0977

A man and his horse
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TREE SCULPTURE

COMPLETE TREE CARE
Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!
Fully Insured <« Certified Arborists <+ License #655977
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com

Building
Foundations

/ "IF o Lifting

UNDEHPINNING  stabitiz

e Stabilizing
GENERLL CONTRACTON RIC BETeId

707 310-0602

www.bayareaunderpinning.org

WENERLL CENTRACTIR
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Dude w1th the American Flag

.. continued from Page A1

Getting Dude shipped to
the West Coast presented a
challenge. First finding a
transport that could cross the
Canadian border, then, due to
a huge horse sale in Kentucky,
spots on trucks were thin.
Dude traveled from New York
to Pennsylvania, to Lexington,
Kentucky, to Southern Califor-
nia then on to Pleasanton.

Wilbur hopes to train
Dude as a flag-bearing parade
horse. “One of the most cru-
cial things for success is for
both horse and rider to bond
and totally trust each other.
He has to trust that I won’t put
him in danger, and I have to
trust that he won’t kill me.”

Wilbur has led parades as
part of the Shriners contin-
gent. He proudly carried the
American flag at many pa-
rades throughout the Bay

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Area, including Castro Valley,
Dublin, Danville, and the
Fourth of July parade in
Orinda a number of times.
“The horse has to be able to
carry a flag, deal with crowds
and noises, and be friendly
and controlled.” Wilbur said.

With his two horses be-
fore Dude, one of Wilbur’s fa-
vorite activities was partici-
pating in cattle roundups lo-
cally and in central California.
“I have high hopes to do
branding and roping with
Dude, but it’s something he’s
never done before.”

Wilbur, who has been
president of the Aahems
Shrine Mounted Patrol since
2011, says, “I'm most excited
about taking him to the
Shriners Hospital in Sacra-
mento to entertain the
children.”

Currently, Wilbur works a
full shift as Construction

Wednesday, August 4, 2021

Manager at Lawrence Liver-
more Lab, then stops at the
stables and routinely works
with Dude for an hour or two
every weekday, and some-
where between five to eight
hours on weekends.

When asked what was
special about this horse,
Wilbur replied, “He’s big and
strong, and really wants to
please. So far he can carry a
flag, and can lie down and
bow with simple hand
commands.”

About his previous horse,
officially named Miss Ameri-
can Tie, nicknamed Xena,
Wilbur said, “She was the
epitome of a perfect parade
horse and performed well in
front of crowds.” Xena was an
Arabian Saddlebred cross that
developed an inoperable in-
testine issue and had to be put
down in April of 2020, leading
to the pursuit of his current
horse.

After Dude’s arrival, they
spent the first few months
bonding, riding around in the
stable and local hills. One
challenge was trying to figure
out how to trailer his horse.
He learned that Canadian
horses were trained to trailer
backward, as opposed to the
traditional American way of
facing forward. Once into the
trailer and off to their first ex-
cursion, Wilbur found himself
with almost more than he
could handle. “My first trip
out was going wonderfully
until the shadow of a turkey
vulture crossed straight across
Dude’s head,” he relates. “It
startled him and caused an
open field bucking horse
rodeo. I had to hang on for my
life!”

Despite the high purchase
price and the challenges of
training his high-spirited
horse, Wilbur considers Dude
a bargain and a delight. “He’s
only 8 years old, so I plan on
having him a while.”

For a look at what the Cavalia horses and performers can do, check out the video at
https://cavalia.com/?cavalia_video=cavalia-odysseo-three-minute-glimpse-cavalia
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COMING
SOON!

"y

925.708.5630
DRE# 01917597

129 DRAEGER DRIVE, MORAGA
OFFERED AT $1,399,000
RUTH EDDY | 925.788.5449

CAROLYN WAY

JUST LISTED

925.890.4115

DRE# 00947460

CHRISTINA LINEZO

=
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415.425.3085
DRE# 01964989

12 DOS POSOS, ORINDA
OFFERED AT $1,899,000
K. BRICKMAN/S. RUHMAN | 9253515049

PENDING

JANE SMITH

1417 QUAIL VIEW CIRCLE, WALNUT CREEK
OFFERED AT $1,150,000
S.HUTCHENS/A.HAMALIAN | 925.708.5630

SOLD - REPRESENTED BUYER
925.998.1914

DRE# 01476506

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500
DRE# 01290985

LAUREN DEAL
HURLBUT TEAM

178 UPPER HAPPY VALLEY, LAFAYETTE
SOLD FOR $2,845,000
MATT MCLEOD | 925.464.6500

LISATICHENOR LORI LEGLER

e
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925.285.1093 925.286.1244
DRE# 01478540 DRE# 00805732

925.876.4671
DRE#02060294

MATT MCLEOD

925.464.6500
DRE# 01310057

JUST LISTED

2470 CABALLO RANCHERO, DIABLO

OFFERED AT $3,895,000

B.HURLBUT/J. DEL SANTO | 925.818.5500

123 BRIA COURT, WALNUT CREEK
OFFERED AT $1,995,000
SMITH HOMES TEAM | 925.998.1914

SOLD

9 MOUNTAIN VIEW PLACE, LAFAYETTE

SOLD FOR $1,917,703
JOY WIEHN | 415.377.1884

59 VISTA ENCINOS, MORAGA
SOLD FOR $2,325,000
L. LEGLER/ C. HATA 510.912.5882

PAMELA & DON
COLOMBANA

925.878.8047
DRE# 01979180/01979181

RUTH EDDY

925.788.5449
DRE# 01313819

JUST LISTED

3456 SHANGRI LA ROAD, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $2,375,000
CHRISTINA LINEZO | 415.425.3085

PENDING

1MIDDLE ROAD, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $3,095,000
TINA FRECHMAN | 925.915.0851 -

SOLD

2 ORIOLE ROAD, ORINDA

SOLD FOR $1,825,000

TINA FRECHMAN | 925.915.0851

62 MIRAMONTE DRIVE, MORAGA

SOLD FOR $750,000

DON & PAMELA COLOMBANA 925.878.8047

SHERRY HUTCHENS

925.212.7617
DRE# 01320608

TINA FRECHMAN

925.915.0851
DRE# 01970768

BRYAN HURLBUT

925.383.5500
DRE# 01347508

CHERYL HATA

510.912.5882

DRE# 013859346

DAVE SMITH

&
¥

415.298.785]1
DRE# 02105225

JOY WIEHN

415.377.1884

DRE# 02047712

KAAREN BRICKMAN

i1
925.351.5049

DRE# 01932119

VALERIE DURANTINI

415.999.6116
DRE# 01376796
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The entrepreneurial endeavors of one
local comic book creator

Photos provided

Comic book writer/artist/publisher Mel Smith points out his

Metallica Rock N Roll comic.
By Diane Claytor

As a boy growing up in Sun-
nyvale, Mel Smith, like most
kids his age, read comic
books. He liked them a lot. As
an adult now living in Orinda,
Smith still likes comic books.
Actually, he more than likes
them. He earns his living
writing, drawing, producing
and publishing them. His
work has been praised, won
awards, and now there is talk
about making a movie based
on his latest comic, “Becoming
Frankenstein.”

Years ago, the teen-aged
Smith went to a comic book
convention in San Jose. “I got
bit by the bug to write and
draw my own,” he remem-
bers fondly. He started hang-
ing out in comic book stores,
acknowledging that owners of
two different shops took him
under their wings. He became
passionate about learning
everything he could about the
process of putting together a
comic book and began going
to more shows, talking to
more people, drawing more
pictures and writing more
stories.

At 16 years old, Smith
produced his first comic book,
“Messiah,” with Pinnacle
Comics. It received consider-
able attention and he “actu-
ally got paid,” Smith notes.

Basically self-taught,
Smith went to work for Mar-
vel Comics and Spike and
Mike’s Sick and Twisted Festi-
val of Animation. The young
Smith soon hit some major
bumps and spent time in re-
hab, after which he decided to
leave the comic book world
and try his hand at something
else. But the pull was too
strong and he soon returned
to his first love.

Smith attended ComicCon,
the massive annual gathering
dedicated to comics and re-
lated art forms. He started
talking to colleagues again
and produced “Feed Amer-
ica’s Children,” a 48-page
original superhero story, with
every page illustrated by a
different known comic artist.

One day, his mind wan-
dering, Smith remembered
Gumby, the green clay hu-
manoid character created in
the early 1950s that went on
to become a TV celebrity in
the 1960s. “It was one of the
characters I loved as a kid,”
Smith remembers.

By the early 2000s,
Gumby had all but disap-
peared. But not in Smith’s
mind. A light bulb went off:
how about a Gumby comic
book series. Conversations,
negotiations and deals be-
tween Art Clokey, Gumby’s
creator, and Smith took place
before Smith was granted

permission to move forward.
Smith put Gumby “back in the
forefront,” he says, “just as I
initially promised the Clokey
family I would.” He and his
Gumby team won the coveted
Eisner Award, often referred
to as the Academy Award of
the comics industry.

Eventually, Smith felt he
had “come to the end of the
road with Gumby, having
done everything I could with
it,” he explains.

Next from Smith’s cre-
ative mind came “Dead
Ahead,” a zombie on the wa-
ter story. One reviewer de-
scribed it as, “An original spin
on the Zombie Apoca-
lypse/survival genre. Vivid
characters, knockout artwork
and a promising premise and
story.”

It became quite popular;
so popular, in fact, that AMC
apparently produced their

“Fear of the Walking Dead” TV

series using storylines from
Smith’s comics. In a lawsuit
filed by Smith in 2018, he al-
leged that large portions of
season two’s “Fear of the
Walking Dead” TV show were
lifted from his “Dead Ahead”
comic. Several months later, a
deal was struck and the law-
suit resolved. Although the
details are confidential, Smith
is pleased with the outcome.

During the years, Smith
dealt with personal problems,
serious health issues and
spent many years caregiving a
loved one. Through it all, he
kept coming back to his pas-
sion for comics.

A documentary on the
late Todd Loren, creator of
Rock N Roll comics, a line of
comic book rock star biogra-
phies, presented Smith with
his next creative opportunity.
“I knew many Bay Area
bands, knew how to publish
comics and saw a void in this
arena so I decided to give it a
shot,” he declares. The first
band Smith wrote about was
Slayer, an American thrash
metal band.

This rock n roll series, like
most of Smith’s other endeav-
ors, have become popular
among comic book readers. “I
even have bands approaching
me now, requesting that I
cover their group,” he states.

Smith is quite excited
about his newest publication,
“Becoming Frankenstein.”

“Have people ever won-
dered whose body parts make
up Frankenstein?” Smith
asked. He has and is now
producing a series which
gives the back stories on the
Frankenstein’s various body
parts and the individuals that
provided them.

As if all this creating,
writing and illustrating isn’t
enough to keep Smith busy, he
has just formed 10 Ton Press

which will produce color
comics from different cre-
ators. In addition to “Be-
coming Frankenstein,” 10
Ton Press is developing
“Charlie and Humphrey”
comics, featuring the mad-
cap adventures of the leg-
endary puppets, as well as
the superhero “Red Dawn”
comic series. “We’ll have
something for everyone,”
Smith promises.

Previews of these new
comics will be available on
Free Comic Book Day, Aug.
14, at your favorite comic
book stores.
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The preview of comics béing
produced by Mel Smith's 10
Ton Press.

Host your next event
at Orinda Masonic Center

Perfect for receptions, meetings, classes, and

all types of gatherings. We offer discounted rates for
local and civic organizations.

Call us today at 925-254-5211
Or go to rentorindalodge.com to inquire.
See you soon!

F & F Pro Painting Inc.

Resrdennal & commercial

e 7. Interior
unbedt’s - Exterior
|‘ it __'__..-" - Cabinet refacing
- ‘?I.‘

| . T call today
& i IF for a Free
Estimate!

D 925-238-4545
0 925-775-5036

When | say “good,”
you say “neighbor.”

-
Mike Rosa
Agent
925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: OF45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga

P097314.1

Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

o StateFarm'

State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Aaron Webb Paintings

RF ROCKRIDGEFURNITURE IDESIGN

& D D rockridgefurniture.com

CHRISTIAN-———
EHRHORN
FINE ARTS

Peeta Tinay Basketry

OPEN HOUSE ARTIST RECEPTION -
August 7* from 5-9

Please join us for wine, cheese, and community!

39 Moraga Way ¢ Orinda
Gallery Hours: Wed - Sat 12 - 4pm
Please visit our website at christianehrhornfineart.com

=
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Tackle summertime sizzle with refreshing fruit-filled rosé sangria

Rosé Sangria
By Susie Iventosch

We love a good summery cocktail and
there is almost nothing more refresh-
ing for an afternoon in the backyard
than a pitcher of fruity sangria. With
hints of strawberry, orange, grape-
fruit, lime, cucumber and mint, this
drink is sure to make you and your

guests happy!

Our recipe calls for rosé because

we love the lighter version of this
drink that’s normally made with red
wine. We also add a little Aperol (an
Italian liqueur) to our sangria. Be-
sides, the taste, which is delightful and
sparkly with lots of fresh and macer-
ated fruit, the color is gorgeous. The
Aperol adds a rich coral hue to the
drink. By macerating some of the fruit
with sugar for about 20 minutes, you
get a super intense fruit flavor and

DIRECTIONS

strawberries.

Photo Susie Iventosch . .
then you simply toss in

some additional sliced fruit
for color and texture. We
also like to add the cucum-
ber and mint to balance
out the sweetness of the

drink.

INGREDIENTS

1 orange, sliced with peels on

2 cups strawberries, sliced

2 tablespoons sugar

1 lemon, sliced with peels on

1/3 cucumber, sliced

1/2 small grapefruit, sliced with peels on
1/2 lime, sliced with peels on

1 bottle of rosé wine

1/3 cup Aperol

1 can of plain seltzer, optional

A handful of mint leaves

Garnishes: sliced orange, grapefruit, lemon and lime, and whole strawberries

You can add a little
seltzer to lighten up the al-
cohol content, too, which is
nice if you’re enjoying it
during the daytime!

website:

Susie can be reached at
suziventosch@gmail.com. This
recipe can be found on our

www.lamorindaweekly.com If you
would like to share your favorite
recipe with Susie please contact
her by email or call our office at
(925) 377-0977. Or visit
https://treksandbites.com

Chop the orange (keep the peel on) and slice the strawberries. Put both in a pitcher
and add the sugar. Stir and let sit for 20 minutes to macerate and allow the fruit to
develop some juices.
Meanwhile, slice lemon and cucumber and chop grapefruit and lime (keeping the
peel on both).

Pour rosé and Aperol into the fruit mixture.
Add cucumber, lemon slices, grapefruit, lime pieces and mint, then stir.
Refrigerate for 1-4 hours.
Garnish the pitcher or individual glasses with the sliced citrus, cucumber and

Serve as is, or over ice, and/or with a dash of sparkling water!

Lynn’s Top Five

Time to review your portfolio?

By Lynn Ballou CFP®

In the past two years we’ve
been on quite the roller
coaster ride with markets
both swooning and swelling.
For good reasons, we’ve been
glued to the news wondering
when it will be safe to travel,
eat out and most basically,
hug our friends and family!
And despite the amazing vac-
cines available, with the surge
of the recent virus variants,
many of us are still left to
wonder. All these issues and
so many more have impacted
our investments and I think
many of us suffer from deci-
sion paralysis. Most recently
it’s especially logical to believe
that we still don’t have enough
information to actually DO
anything. But now is not the
time to stick our collective
thinking in the sand - let’s
agree to dust off the state-
ments and take a look at what
we own and our thoughts
about if these holdings make
sense given who we are,
where we are, what we know
and our vision and hopes for
the future. Some perspective
might help.

1) ShouldIlock in
gains on investments?
Looking at your portfolio, if
you feel that your equity
holdings have overtaken your

portfolio percentages too
much, despite the tax cost of
locking in gains in non-
retirement accounts, you
might want to think about
taking some gains off the
table. This is especially true if
you have need to access some
of your capital in the next
year or so for major pur-
chases, or even for retirement
income. If you are unwind-
ing positions with large capi-
tal gains, work with your tax
professional to determine if
you have any timing consid-
erations to guide you such as
different income projections
in different calendar years
which could impact many cal-
culations on your return.

2) What’s going on with
inflation? And how will that
impact rates of return on
fixed income investments? If
you believe that pent up de-
mands for goods and services
and the labor shortage in
some sectors will drive prices
up, then you may also feel that
those concerned about infla-
tion are right to feel as they
do. Clearly we are not being
rewarded for sitting on cash
with respect to interest in-
come, although it does allow
us to park funds while limit-
ing valuation fluctuation. If
you believe that rates are
poised to increase, you should
consider keeping your fixed

income assets liquid and short
term. As rates increase, you
can start to buy a ladder of
longer-term maturities.

3) Think about invest-
ing globally. If you are look-
ing to add depth to your high
quality, dividend stock portfo-
lio, don’t neglect stocks that
are not U.S.-based. Many very
respected foreign-based com-
panies in sectors from health
care to finance are worth
consideration as holdings in a
diversified, large cap
dividend-oriented portfolio. If
this is not an area of expertise
for you, look to investment
managers to shoulder that
work for you. You can access
that type of capability with
mutual funds, ETFs and pri-
vate wealth managers. Other
readers might be interested in
investing globally in fixed in-
come assets. Again, unless
you feel competent handling
the research yourself, lean on
investment pros to assist in
these types of holdings.

4) 529 Plans continue
to be a college saving fa-
vorite. In California we do
not receive a tax benefit for
funding 529 plans which
leaves us free to use any
state’s 529 plan. Research
which state has the invest-
ment choices you feel most
appropriate for your future
graduate. Understand what

all family members are doing
to support future college stu-
dents so that you know if you
would like to retain control
and how much to fund
(www.scholarshare.com has a
lot of helpful 529 information
especially with respect to Cal-
ifornians). Be sure your plan
choices are flexible so that as
your student beneficiary ages,
you can rebalance the holding
allocations appropriately.

5) Understand your
risk tolerance as you con-
sider changes. So while I
encourage readers to review
their holdings and make
changes as appropriate, I also
want to emphasize the impor-
tance of understanding your
risk tolerance before jumping
in. And be open to the notion
that your risk tolerance
changes over time and with
respect to your and your fam-
ily’s circumstances. Also,
when reviewing your portfo-
lio and thinking about risk
management, you have the
opportunity to use different
types of accounts to handle
different aspects of risk. For
example, if you have holdings
in retirement plans such as
IRAs and 401(k)s and you are
many years out from retire-
ment, you can think about
overweighting these accounts
with equities, whereas you
may want to keep your after

tax accounts more focused on
tax free income holdings such
as tax free muni bonds, or
more tax efficient equity
products such as ETFs. Re-
member to look at all your
holdings together and how
they are managed as a group,
while nonetheless taking the
opportunity to use different
types of accounts to invest in
different aspects of portfolio
vehicles.

All investment strategies have
the potential for profit or loss.
Changes in investment strategies,
contributions or withdrawals,
and economic conditions, may
materially alter the performance
of your portfolio. Different types
of investments involve varying
degrees of risk, and there can be
no assurance that any specific
investment or strategy will be
suitable or profitable for any
investor’s portfolio.

Live-ish theater returns to Orinda

_ i

From left: Ken Sollazo, Al Guaraglia, Carson Campbell, Alicia
Rydman and standing is the director Suzan Lorraine. Geotty
and Susie Chappel are also cast in this show but were not
present for this first read through of the Mini 10 Minute Play

Festival.

By Sora O’Doherty

The Orinda Starlight Village
Players are delighted to be
back providing live entertain-
ment in Orinda’s Community
Park, starting Aug. 6. Although
the events will be in person,
the plays won’t be fully pro-

duced but will be read by ac-
tors from scripts. This is a
first step toward returning to
the group’s normal season, af-
ter not being able to have any
events at all last year owing to
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The troupe will be per-
forming in street clothes

Photo Sora O'Doherty

without costumes, lights,
sound effect, or a fully built
out set. Still, the productions
will feature professional ac-
tors and directors. The actors
will have scripts in their hand
and may move around a bit.

Mainly because of the un-
certainty connected with the
COVID-19 situation, OSVP
didn’t want to put in the
tremendous hours of work to
build sets and memorize lines,
perhaps only to have their
season canceled again, as it
was last year. It takes months
of work to produce a full sea-
son of plays. Normally OSVP
builds its sets in April. But
even without sets, the troupe
guarantees that the season’s
performances will be “very
entertaining.”

Performances will be on
Fridays and Saturdays at 8:30
p-m. and on Sundays at 4 p.m.
The plays will run from one
and a half to two hours. There
will be an intermission, and
prepackaged items will be for
sale, such as bottled water and
candy.

OVSP’s Stories by Starlight

season will run through Oct. 3,
with the exception of Labor
Day weekend when the the-
ater will be dark. The sum-
mer schedule is as follows:
“Tartuffe” by Moliere
Adapted By Patrick Cleary, Di-
rector Amy Cook, Aug. 6-8;
“Two Left Feet” by P.G. Wode-
house, and “The Town in the
Library, the Library in the
Town” by Edith Nesbit, Direc-
tor Eddie Peabody, Aug. 13-15;
“Mini 10 Minute Play Festival”
by Bill Chessman, Director
Suzan Lorraine, Aug. 20-22; A
Triple Tryst of Terror includ-
ing “The Black Cat” by Edgar
Allan Poe, “The Monkey’s
Paw” by W. W. Jacobs, and
“The Open Window” by Saki
(H.H. Monroe), Director Mal-
colm Cowler, Aug. 27-29; “Don
Quixote, A Play” by Matthew
Garlin, based on the novel by
Miguel Cervantes, Director
Amy Cook, Sept. 10-12; “Seven
Keys to Baldpate Inn” by
George M. Cohan, Director

Suzan Lorraine, Sept. 17-19;
“A Familiar Visage” by Eddie
Peabody, Director by Eddie
Peabody, Sept. 24-26; and
lastly, “Carmilla” by Sheridan
Le Fanu, Director Malcolm
Cowler, Oct. 1-3.

OSVP president Geotty
Chapple explains on the web-
site that no one involved with
OSVP is paid and they do not
receive any civic funding. “We
do this for the love of commu-
nity theater and for YOUR en-
joyment!” He explains that
Orinda parks and rec charges
for the use of the stage and
publishers/agents charge be-
tween $75 and $100 per per-
formance. In normal years,
the cost of lumber, fasteners
and paint run well over
$1,000. Used furniture, neces-
sary props and costumes, etc.,
all add up quickly. Ticket
sales, program ads, and con-
cessions are OSVP’s only rev-
enue, so donations of cash or
materials help tremendously.

A GoFundMe fundraiser for the theater group can be found at
https://www.gofundme.com/f/Orinda-Starlight-Village-Players
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Moraga Art Gallery enlivens East Bay art scene

Submitted by
George Ehrenhaft

To celebrate its full-time re-
turn to normalcy, the Moraga
Art Gallery cordially invites
art fans of all ages to a free
and festive reception from 5
to 7 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 7. Its
current show, “Midsummer

Synergies,” which ends on
Sept. 19, features Donna Ar-
ganbright's ceramics and
Danguole Rita Kuolas’ etch-
ings as well as paintings, pho-
tos, ceramics, glassware, jew-
elry, woodworking, sculpture
and other media by more
than 25 members and guest-
artists. Also, esteemed floutist

Nike Rejto, touted by NPR to
“enthrall, caress and go
straight to the soul,” will be
play for all to enjoy through-
out the reception. The

gallery is located at 432 Center
Street in Moraga's Rheem
Shopping Center. Come to
meet the artists and enjoy
light snacks and wine.

Another event will take
place at the gallery on the
next afternoon - Sunday, Aug.
8 — when artist Danguole Rita
Kuolas will demystify print-
making during a free public
demonstration, using solar
etching. All are welcome at
any time between 1 and 4
p-m. and all will be invited to

take home a small original
etching as a keepsake.

The gallery is now open
Wednesday through Sunday
from noon to 5 p.m. For more
information, please call (925)
376-5407, or visit http://mora-
gaartgallery.com or email
moragaartgallery@gmail.com.

Moraga Rotary named the
“Outstanding Club of the Year”

Photos provided

Moraga Rotary Directors for 2021-22, front row: Evie Michon, Debbie
Roessler, John Erickson, Mary Sue Erickson, Linda May, Frank May, Debbie
Koo; back row: Lad Lynch, Tony Schoemehl, Dianne Wilson, Gary Irwin.

Submitted by Gary Irwin

Moraga Rotary Club was recently
named “Outstanding Club of the Year”
for the 2020-21 year by District 5160
Governor Mark Roberts, echoing Mor-
aga Rotary’s winning the same desig-
nation in 2017-18 after the opening of
the All-Access Playground at the Mor-
aga Commons. This was a recognition
of Moraga Rotary’s outstanding
achievements in service on both the
local and international levels. This
District is composed of 72 Rotary Clubs
from Berkeley and San Ramon in the
south to Weed, near the Oregon
border.

Moraga Rotary was also named
Moraga’s Non-Profit organization of
the Year by the Moraga Chamber of
Commerce.

Moraga Rotary launched a series
of “Dinners with Rotary" during the
pandemic that not only raised funds
for its own service projects but also
supported local restaurants that were
struggling during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. This spring, after learning first-
hand about the devastation that the
Delta variant was causing among the
people of India from one of its own
members who was visiting there, Club
President Brian South and his fellow
club members took the lead in launch-
ing a fundraising effort to help Rotary
districts and clubs in India to purchase
lifesaving equipment and supplies. In
just three weeks, with contributions
from other clubs and individual Rotar-
ians throughout the District, the Mor-
aga Rotary Foundation was able to
send almost $35,000 to their partners
in India.

In addition, Moraga Rotary was
able to install security cameras acces-
sible to first responders in Joaquin
Moraga Intermediate School, conduct
e-waste collections, award a “Teacher
of the Month” prize, fill hygiene kits
for a local church project, supply med-
ical kits for every classroom in Mor-
aga, complete the education project in
Sierra Leone (the “Makambo-Moraga
campus”), and fund the library project
in Goma, Congo, while making its
usual donations to scholarships and
local charity relief programs.

Roberts said, “I am deeply grateful
to the members of the Moraga club for
exemplifying Rotary's commitment to
Service Above Self through their pro-

jects and achievements during the
challenging 2020-2021 Rotary year. ...
All Moraga club members can be very
proud of what they have accomplished
together.”

At a recent year-end dinner, South
was elected Rotarian of the Year by his
fellow Club members.

This award is named in honor of
Cliff Dochterman who, during his 60-
plus year career as a Rotarian, served
as District 5160 Governor in 1968-69
and Rotary International President in
1992-93. As a Past RI President,
Dochterman was in great demand as a
speaker about Rotary activities all over
the world. While he is revered by Ro-
tarians worldwide, he is a living leg-
end in District 5160. He was a member
of the Berkeley club for many years
and is currently a member of the Mor-
aga club. Dochterman was named
“Moraga’s Citizen of the Year” several
years ago.

Moraga Rotary is a 54-year-old
service club within Rotary Interna-
tional, one of the four Clubs in Lamor-
inda, and one of about 33,000 Rotary
Clubs in about 200 countries. Regular
meetings are held at noon on most
Tuesdays at La Finestra restaurant. If
you are interested in information
about Rotary, or would like to donate
to their worthy causes, please visit the
website at moragarotary.org, or call
Brian South, president, at (925)
888-7052.

Moraga Rotary Club President (left)
displaying his “Rotarian of the Year”
award plaque, voted by Club
members, and Treasurer Rich Render
displaying the plaque of past
recipients of the award.

Commumty Service: we are pleased to make space available when-

ever possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service organizations to
submit news and information about their activities. Submissions may be sent to sto-
rydesk@lamorindaweekly.com with the subject header In Service to the Community.

Share Your Celebrations and Remembrances

If you would like to share an announcement about a special event or achievement,
such as a wedding, engagement, scholarship or graduation of a local resident, or
about a special person from Lamorinda who has passed, send a photo along with
your text (up to 250 words) to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com, and include “Cele-
brations and Remembrances” in the subject line.

Fashion camp finale features
fabulous designs

—

Photos provided

Participants of the Isabel Azam fashion camp July 22 at the Wilder Art &
Garden Center.

Submitted by Jaleh Naasz

A talented group of Lamorinda kids
showcased their fashion designs and
upcycled garments during designer
presentations at the finale of their Is-
abel Azam fashion camp at the Wilder
Art & Garden Center on July 22. Isabel
Azam first launched in Moraga with a
kid’s fashion show where the kids got
to be the designers and have their vi-
sion brought to reality by designer and
educator Jaleh Naasz. Since the 2015
launch, the mom of three has evolved
the brand to offer seasonal fashion
camps for kids ages 8 and up.

Naasz uses her technical training
from her graduate studies in fashion
design, industry experience as a de-
signer as well as 15 years of college in-
struction in the field of Fashion Design
and Merchandising to create this
unique, purposeful, and fun curricu-
lum for kids.

In this session of fashion camp, the
kids created concept boards and
learned about designing from original
inspiration, they practiced sketching,
played with fabrics, and were intro-
duced to draping. They practiced
sewing and re-purposed a dated men’s
shirt to make themselves a skirt.
Alongside learning some foundational
sewing basics, they also made some
new friends and did a lot of singing
along to fun tunes as they worked in
their creative space.

During the last day of camp, par-
ents were invited to watch the kids
present their creative ideas and ac-
complishments and encourage them as
they worked up the confidence to
speak in front of an audience. Naasz
discussed how her instruction for the
Sacramento State University Fashion
Merchandising and Management pro-
gram impacts her camp layout and
some of the ways she incorporates
sustainability and inclusivity as she
works with kids in this capacity.

“I loved hearing about your work,
focus, mission, and passions — so per-
fect for these girls! What a great confi-
dence booster and learning experience
for all of them,” said Krysta Lapcevic.

A contributing factor to this sum-
mer’s successful camp was the cooper-

ation of the city of Orinda in working
with Naasz as she searched for a
venue to hold the camp. The Art &
Garden Center at Wilder was a fantas-
tic venue and even attracted a few fu-
ture fashion campers from the nearby
preschool who would cheer the atten-
dees on from the windows.

To learn about future camps and
events, use this QR code to sign up for
the Isabel Azam contact list:
http://eepurl.com/dgxL6f.qr.16
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Hopscotch squares span nearly quarter mlle thanks to local girls’ efforts

Annie Andres and Fiona Greenaway

By John T. Miller

A pair of neighborhood girls
drew a 1,000 square hop-

scotch pattern in the asphalt
on their quiet street in
Lafayette. Annie Andres, 11,
and Fiona Greenaway, 12,
used Crayola Sidewalk Chalk

Photos John T. Miller

fic to send them to the side
plenty of times.
At one point they were

| scraping their fingers on the

asphalt, so Fiona’s mom went

~ to the store and bought two
| fresh six-packs of chalk for

~ them.

Hopscotch squares meander down the middle of this quiet

Lafayette street.

to draw the hopscotch game
in rainbow patterns.

It took the girls nine hours
over the course of two days.
Annie’s sister Leah stood

guard and warned them when
a car was coming. The quiet
lane is usually only visited by
residents, guests, and delivery
trucks, but it was enough traf-

Alot of the neighborhood
kids have attempted to “go
the distance,” but the longest
anyone has lasted is about a
hundred hops. Annie and
Fiona had made many chalk
drawings on the street before,
including extended hopscotch
games. “This time, when we
got to 100, we thought we'd
just keep on going to a thou-
sand,” said Fiona.

Both girls admitted that it
was upsetting that their pro-
ject is not permanent, but
they said they might make it
an annual tradition. After an
East Bay Municipal Utility
District crew worked on a
water leak, Annie went back
and redrew the damaged sec-
tion. Their thousand square
hopscotch measures about
410 yards, or close to a quar-
ter mile.

If the girls were looking to
set a record, they’ve got a
ways to go. According to the
Guinness World Records, a
hopscotch created by Leg-
work for Lungs in New Jersey

measures 7,041 yards, or
about four miles.
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First Mile Cycle Works owners Carey Platto and Dave Fraioli

By Jeff Gomez

It’s a dream lots of people
have: quit the corporate grind,
team up with a good friend,
and start a business devoted to
something you love. With the
recent opening of First Mile
Cycle Works, a new retail and
repair shop located on Mt. Di-
ablo Boulevard, two Lamor-
inda dads - Carey Platto and
Dave Fraioli — have done just
that.

Fraioli, a Lafayette native,
has lived here the better part
of his life while Platto, a long-
time Bay Area resident, has
been a staple of the commu-
nity since 2012. When the pair
met, they discovered they each
had a passion for sports and
being outdoors. This led to ski

trips, backpacking with their
kids, and mountain biking.
“We love the thrill of speed
and challenging yourself to do
new things,” says Platto. “And
with mountain biking, those
two things go hand in hand.”

This past year, they de-
cided to take the plunge and
open a business together. See-
ing as how the duo have com-
plementary skills, the decision
made a lot of sense. Fraioli is
an entrepreneur with ample
experience in operations and
finance, while Platto has an
extensive background in
brand building, marketing,
and vendor relationships.
“Those two skill sets are very
different,” says Platto, “but
both are very necessary.”

The physical shop is itself
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the perfect synthesis of the two
founders’ talents and vision.
The strong visual look plays to
Platto’s marketing back-
ground, while having bikes
worked on out in the open
speaks to Fraioli’s love of fix-
ing things and making them
work.

Even the shop’s location
has meaning. First Mile sits in
what used to be Milosport, a
popular snowboarding and
skateboarding shop which
closed in 2015. Says Fraioli,
“We felt like there was some
tradition here, as far as the
expectation from the commu-
nity - that this is where you go
for your sports activity.”

The location has more
than just sentimental mean-
ing. “Not only are we central to
Lafayette,” adds Platto, “but
we’re accessible to all of the
East Bay. You can get on and
off the freeway right here.
And, for road riding, this is an
amazing place to start and
finish.”

But rather than open the
usual shop, the pair decided to
offer consumer mainstay
brands like Marin, while at the
same time specializing in
showrooming direct-to-
consumer brands like Com-
mencal and Blackheart. The
reason for this is simple: when
a person orders a bike online
and it arrives unassembled,
consumers often discover it’s
the wrong color or size, the
bike can be difficult to assem-
ble, and there’s nowhere they
can get it serviced. First Mile
changes all that by giving con-
sumers the opportunity to see
and touch bikes from these
direct-to-consumer brands.

The whole First Mile ex-
perience is designed to make

wheels at a time

Inside the First Mile shop

people feel comfortable — this
isn’t a place where people are
made to feel intimidated if
they don’t know the difference
between a derailleur and a
disc brake.

“We're not here to hard
sell and we're not here to up-
sell,” says Fraioli. “We do a
good job of listening to cus-
tomer needs and recognizing a
price point they’re comfort-
able with. And we can give you
great value.”

First Mile is also a place
where you can bring any bike
to get it repaired. “We’ll take
bikes of all shapes, sizes, and
forms,” says Fraioli. “We'll as-
sess them and give you an
honest and fair appraisal of
what the work is going to
cost.” The shop strives for a
one-day turn around on most
repairs, and walk-in service
visits are encouraged. First
Mile also offers bi-weekly clin-
ics where attendees can learn
how to service bikes on their
own.

Another staple of the shop
are its weekly group rides.
These cater to every level of
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rider and range from routes
that start at the store to ones
that include some drive time
in addition to the ride itself.
But wherever the rides take
place, the purpose is the same.
“It’s really about connecting
with other people,” says
Fraioli, “and being part of a
biking community. That’s the
glue that’ll help keep people
interested in the sport and
wanting to do it more.”

That sense of community
is central to every aspect of
First Mile. The shop itself feels
less like a retail space than a
clubhouse, something they en-
courage by offering a coffee
table and chairs for lounging.
They’re even applying for a
liquor license so evening rides
can culminate with a beer. “At
this stage in our lives and ca-
reers,” says Platto, “we want to
have fun at work.” With the
opening of First Mile, they’re
trying to ensure that everyone
else has fun, too.

First Mile can be contacted
at (925) 385-7072; www.first-
milecycle.com; 3566 Mt. Diablo
Blvd., Lafayette
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Custom Quality Fencing

—  KEN'S
" REDWOOD FENCING _
M 925-938-9836

* Good Neighbor Fence

= Deer Fencing

» Picket/Split Rail

* RV Gates

« Trellis and Arbors

» Retaining Walls

* Insurance/Storm Repairs

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

House Cleaning

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters
Cliff 510-697-1125

. Ken’s Rototilling
+ 4 \W/D Tractors
« Hillside Weed Cutting
« Mowing - Discing « Rototilling
« Brush Removal Abatement
To Fire Dept Regulations
Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

"

$10 per 1/2" classified ad height. Email to: classified@lamorindaweekly.com

Quetzal Handyman

NO JOBTOO SMALL
Electrical, plumbing,
j concrete, driveways & more...
Please call Carlos Toledo

510-689-7490

Rusty Nails Handyman Service
Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

I ST R

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

WE HOP TOIT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com
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ART

Valley Art Gallery is pleased to
announce the opening of “On a
Summer’s Day” on Aug. 7. A new
selection of over 300 artworks,
representing the best of the best of
East Bay artists. There will be an
Open House to commemorate the
opening on Saturday, Aug. 7 from 11
a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Gallery. The over
300 artworks on display are available
for both sale or rent. Also available
are a wide selection of juried, high
quality, hand-made crafts and
jewelry. Open Tuesday to Saturday,
11-a.m. to 5 p.m. Remember that our
digital doors are always open. Valley
Art Gallery: 1661 Botelho Drive, Suite
110, Walnut Creek,
www.valleyartgallery.org; (925)
935-4311

Christian Ehrhorn Fine Arts gallery
kicks off an exciting exhibit with an
Open House Artist Reception on
Saturday, Aug. 7 from 5-9 p.m. This
will be the first in-person exhibit at
the fully opened gallery since March
2020! Come join us for wine, cheese,
and community as we celebrate the
artwork of Peeta Tinay, Aaron Webb,
and Christian Ehrhorn. Tinay is a
basket weaver who pushes the
boundaries of her material, showing
us that form and function are happily
wed in her dynamic pieces. Webb’s
paintings explore love, loss, and
finding the grace in between through
his use of acrylic paint, dyes, salt, and
rum. Ehrhorn is showing abstract
expressionist landscape oil paintings
with light and muted color palettes.
He is also showing bold mixed media
pieces that revolve around nostalgia,
order, and natural form. The gallery
is located at 39 Moraga Way in
downtown Orinda’s theatre district.
Regular gallery hours are held

Wednesday through Saturday from
noon to 4 p.m.
christianehrhornfineart.com or call
510-703-7020.

Art Gallery at the Orinda Library
Lino Prints and Landscapes in Oil and
Pastel. The Lamorinda Arts Council
presents artwork from Marie Cotter,
Hallie Strock, Carol Tarzier and Mike
Yashar at the in-person and virtual
Art Gallery at the Orinda Library
through the month of August. Meet
the artists at an outdoor reception in
their honor on Aug. 7 from 3 to 5 p.m.
Visit www.lamorindaarts.org/
current-exhibits/ for details.

Art Gallery at Wilder: Artist Rusk
Draws Inspiration from Social Issues.
The Lamorinda Arts Council invites
you to view a virtual exhibit of the
photography of Grant Rusk through
Aug. 31 by visiting

www.lamorindaarts.org/online-galleries.

His series of chromogenic prints is
entitled “The Ambient Fence.” Never
at a loss for new ideas, he is inspired
by social, natural and environmental
issues which arise on a regular basis.
Rusk serves on the Moraga Art in
Public Spaces Committee.

The Moraga Art Gallery invites art
fans of all ages to a free and festive
reception on Saturday, Aug. 7 from 5
to 7 p.m. Its current show,
“Midsummer Synergies,” which ends
on Sept. 19, features Donna
Arganbright’s ceramics and Danguole
Rita Kuolas’ etchings as well as
paintings, photos, ceramics, glassware,
jewelry, woodworking, sculpture and
other media by more than 25
members and guest-artists. Also,
esteemed floutist Nike Rejto, touted by
NPR to “enthrall, caress and go
straight to the soul,” will be play for
all to enjoy throughout the reception.

The gallery is located at 432 Center
Street in Moraga’s Rheem Shopping
Center. Come to meet the artists and
enjoy light snacks and wine. Another
event will take place at the gallery on
the next afternoon - Sunday, Aug. 8 -
when artist Danguole Rita Kuolas will
de-mystify printmaking during a free
public demonstration, using solar
etching. All are welcome at any time
between 1 and 4 p.m. and all will be
invited to take home a small original
etching as a keepsake. Open
Wednesday through Sunday from
noon to 5 p.m. (925) 376-5407, or
http://moragaartgallery.com

MUSIC

St. Paul’s Concert Series is excited to
present Classical Pianist Misha Galant
in a live performance. It is our first
in-person performance, and we will
also broadcast online from St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church on Sat., Aug. 28 at 7
p-m. Wildly talented concert pianist
Misha Galant recently graduated from
the Columbia-Juilliard Exchange in
New York. He is the recipient of the
Gilmore Young Artist Award, and a
prize-winner at the Van Cliburn
Junior international piano
competition. He is a rising star, and
we are excited to host a performance
with him on the West Coast. At long
last, the St. Paul’s Concert Series is
able to invite guests to attend our
performances in-person. This
performance will also be broadcast
online. Please visit
www.stpaulswc.org/concert-series to
access the ticket registration, donation
links. and links to the Concert
Program. Or, just come to the
performance at 1924 Trinity Avenue,
in Walnut Creek.

Lamorinda Idol Singers Go Live
with In-Person Performances. The

Lamorinda Arts Council is thrilled to
announce the Lamorinda Idol Finals
at the Orinda Theatre on Aug. 15.
Finalists compete from 11 a.m. to 6:15
p-m.; awards ceremony is 7 to 7:30
p-m. Soloists compete in four
categories by grade level; groups
compete in three categories by grade
level. Visit www.lamorindaarts.org/
idol-2/ for details.

Solo Opera presents
“Scalia/Ginsburg an Opera” by
Derrick Wang. Friday, Sept. 10 at 8
p-m. and Sunday, Sept. 12 at 2 p.m. at
the Lesher Center for the Arts. The
opera will include an incredible cast:
Nikki Einfeld as “Ginsburg,”
Christopher Bengochea as “Scalia,”
and Kirk Eichelberger as the
“Commentator.” The chamber opera
will be accompanied by a seven-piece
orchestra under the baton of Maestro
Alexander Katsman. An incredible
production team will be led by Solo
Opera Artistic Director, Sylvia
Amorino, as stage director/producer.
Seating is reserved and ticket prices
are Adults: $50, Seniors: $40, Youth 17
and under: $25. Tickets at (925)
943-7469 or visit the Lesher Center for
the Arts Ticket Office: 1601 Civic
Drive Walnut Creek.

California Shakespeare Theater
presents “The Winter’s Tale” Sept.
1-26; Evening Performances: 7:30
p-m., Sunday Matinees: 4 p.m., Select
Saturday Matinees: 2 p.m., at Bruns
Amphitheater, 100 California
Shakespeare Theater Way, Orinda. Cal
Shakes welcomes audiences back to
the Bruns with a new adaptation of
“The Winter’s Tale-Shakespeare’s
exquisite reflection of our current
moment.” Cost: $30-$65. For more
info see

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422

www.holyshepherd.org

ONLINE WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Facebook Premiere Community Worship
every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Go to
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/

Sunday Worship Services are accessible at
our website at about 10:15 a.m. each Sunday
(after they have premiered on Facebook).
Visit our website to access the current
and recent sermons.

Lamorinda’s Religious Services

WILLOWSPR)NG

Practical biblical teaching, contemporary
worship, come as you are.

www.willowspringchurch.com
1689 School St. Moraga | 925-376-3550

10:45 AM Sunday Service
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Please join us!

AWELCOMING = LOVING

COMMUNITY OF FAITH
ma | EARNS, GROWS, AND SERVES

TOGEITHER.

LOPC.ORG
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@ ST MARK’S CHURCH
-~ OF ORINDA & MORAGA

Sunday Service at 10 a.m.

.= 451 Moraga Way, Orinda
www.stmarksorinda.org |
All Are Welcome

(925) 254-5965

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

All are welcome to our on-line services

Sunday Service
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm
See website and join us through Zoom
www.christianscienceorinda.org

10-11 am
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MAIN HALL WORSHIP SUNDAYS AT 11:00 A.M.
Staying home? Join us at OSLC.NET for our

Sunday Livestream at 9:00 am, or
view it anytime on our YouTube Channel.

1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette, CA 94549 | (925) 283-3722 | Spirit@oslc.net
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St Stephen’s

Warshiping, Learning, Serving
wiww.ststephensorinda.org

Episcopal Church

Moraga Valley Presbytedan Church

mvpe

JOIN US SUNDAYS AT 9:30
INDOORS & ON THE PATIO

OR ONLINE AT MYPCTODAY.ORG

Lafayette

United Methodist Church

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
An Open, Affirming & Loving Community
Virtual service at Sun. 9:00 AM
If someone would like to be added to our Zoom invitation

please call 925-284-7420 or email cathy.w@stanselms.ws
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, www.stanselms.ws

Experiencing and Expressing God's Love

View On-demand Worship Services at
YouTube.com/LoveLUMC

Visit www.theLUMC.org \.
for updates on in-person services

o 955 Moraga Rd., Lafayette | 925-284-4765

https://calshakes.org/winters-tale/ or
call (510) 548-9666 or email
boxoffice@calshakes.org.

August marks the return of the
Orinda Starlight Village Players
(OrSVP) to their home at the Orinda
Community Center Park
Amphitheater and the end of their
14-month pandemic-caused hiatus.
OrSVP brings four shows to the stage
this month, with a different
production every weekend in Aug.,
each performing as reader’s theater.
(See story on Page B2 or visit
WWW.0rsvp.org.)

OTHER

The Monarch Habitat and
Demonstration Garden installed by
the Moraga Garden Club at Moraga’s
Rancho Laguna Park is in full bloom
and has monarchs — 11 sightings from
July 6-26, including a mating pair!
Birds and butterflies sip at a
solar-powered fountain; art and
benches to be installed soon. Check it
out at 2101 Camino Pablo, during
park open hours, one hour hefore
sunrise to one hour after sunset. Free.
More info:
MoragaforMonarchs@gmail.com and
MoragaGardenClub.com

GARDEN

Moraga Garden Club. New to the
area? Have a barren garden and need
to know what grows in our
Mediterranean climate? Want to help
beautify Moraga and make new
friends? Want to hear interesting
speakers ranging from renowned
authors, photographers and master
gardeners to other experts in their
fields covering floral design, growing
vegetables, proper pruning and many
other topics? Now is the time to join!
Starting again in September - barring
possible COVID restrictions — we meet
every third Thursday at 9:30 a.m. at
the Holy Trinity Cultural Center 1700
School Street. Otherwise, Zoom
meetings have proven to be very
successful. We are free and open to
the public. To learn more, visit:
www.moragagardenclub.com

Please submit
events to:
calendar@

lamorindaweekly.com

Lamorinda
Weekly

is an independent publication,

produced by and for the residents of
Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda, CA
25,000 printed copies; delivered to
homes in Lamorinda.

Contact us:

Letters to the editor (max 350
words):
letters@lamorindaweekly.com
Delivery issues:
homedelivery@
lamorindaweekly.com

Event listings: calendar@
lamorindaweekly.com
Business press releases:
storydesk@
lamorindaweekly.com
General interest
stories/Community Service:
storydesk@
lamorindaweekly.com

School stories/events:
storydesk@
lamorindaweekly.com

Sport events/stories/pictures:
sportsdesk@
lamorindaweekly.com
Publishers/Owners:

Andy and Wendy Scheck;
andy@lamorindaweekly.com,
wendy@lamorindaweekly.com
Editor: Jennifer Wake;
jennifer@lamorindaweekly.com
Sports Editor: sportsdesk@
lamorindaweekly.com
Advertising: 925-377-0977,
Wendy Scheck;
wendy@lamorindaweekly.com
Staff Writers:

Vera Kochan;
vera@lamorindaweekly.com,
Sora O’Doherty;
Sora@lamorindaweekly.com,
Jon Kingdon; sportsdesk@
lamorindaweekly.com

Digging Deep: Cynthia Brian;
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
Food: Susie Iventosch;
suziventosch@gmail.com
Contributing Writers:
Conrad Bassett, Sophie
Braccini, Diane Claytor, Fran
Miller, Jenn Freedman, Mona
Miller, Kara Navolio, Moya
Stone, Margie Ryerson, Linda
Fodrini-Johnson, Lou Fancher,
Jeff Gomez, Grace Gonsalves,
Chris Rauber

Photos: Tod Fierner, Gint
Federas

Layout/Graphics:

Andy Scheck. Printed in CA.
Mailing address:

Lamorinda Weekly, 1480
Moraga Road STE C #202,
Moraga, CA 94556 Phone:
925-377-0977;

Fax: 925-263-9223; email:
info@lamorindaweekly.com
website:
www.lamorindaweekly.com



Page: C1

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

AR+

UGSF Benioff Children’s Hospitals

Sports Medicine Center for Young Athletes

We’re here for you

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Wednesday, August 4, 2021

OAKLAND
(510) 428-3558

(415) 353-2808

SAN FRANCISCO SAN RAMON

(925) 979-3430

WALNUT CREEK
(925) 979-3430

By Jon Kingdon

Despite all the chaos this past
spring, the changes with the
wrestling head coaches in Mi-
ramonte, Acalanes and Cam-
polindo have brought stability
for all three schools. After
four years at Miramonte, Ja-
son Rosiak will be stepping
away and Louis Suba, an
Orinda resident, and former
co-head coach at Campolindo
is taking over for the Mata-
dors, Nikko Triggas will re-
main as the head coach at
Campolindo while Acalanes
has promoted from within by
hiring long-time assistant
coach Greg Weitzman as the
Don’s head coach.

Ironically, it was the coro-
navirus that allowed Weitz-
man to find the time neces-
sary to be a full-time head
coach. “I was living in San
Francisco and started a com-
pany called Flexibility, which
does management consulting
around diversity and inclu-
sion and also does executive
searches in helping organiza-
tions find talent,” Weitzman
said. “With the virus we be-
came a fully remote company,
so I was able to move to Wal-
nut Creek and was able to
jump in last year as the team’s
head coach.”

Rosiak and Suba each
made their decisions for fa-
milial reasons. Rosiak’s
daughter, Jessi, a recent Cam-
polindo graduate, will be a
freshman this fall at the Uni-
versity of Edinburgh (Scot-
land) and he wants to be free
to visit her. Suba accepted the

Jason, Justin and Jessi Rosiak

offer to replace Rosiak be-
cause his son will soon be at-
tending Miramonte. “Broady
will be in eighth grade this
year,” Suba said. “If he wres-
tles next year, I wanted the
opportunity to coach him my-
self rather than have someone
else fill that position.”

Attending The University
of Edinburgh will be a unique
experience for Jessi who will
be studying finance and eco-
nomics. The University of Ed-
inburgh opened in 1583 and is
the sixth-oldest university in
the English-speaking world.
Alumni of the university in-
clude Charles Darwin,
Alexander Graham Bell,
Robert Louis Stevenson, and
Arthur Conan Doyle.

“Jessi looked at the globe
and saw that the university
had a little bit of everything
that she wanted along with
being able to do some travel-
ing.” Rosiak said. “If there is
any time in life to do some-
thing different, she decided
that during college was the
time, not to mention that the
tuition is like that of a UC
school.”

The Califonia COVID pro-
tocols for the wrestling teams
were the most extensive of all
the sports due to the need for
so much physical contact.
Several of the meets were
held outdoors on the football
fields. “Our athletes and
coaches had to be tested once
a week and before each match
we had to have instant PCR
COVID tests,” Rosiak said.
“This was to ensure that we
were staying virus free and
only the wrestlers on the mat

photos provided

were allowed to remove their
masks.”

With wrestling normally a
winter sport, it was a unique
experience for the teams to be
able to wrestle on the football
fields under the lights.
“Wrestling outside allowed
the parents to watch the
matches from the stands,”
Weitzman said. “It really
changed the environment
from being in a small gym.”

Initially the wrestlers
were encouraged to wear the
masks during their matches.
“After a while, the kids
couldn’t breathe,” Suba said.
“It was too limiting for them.
In practice, we did have ap-
propriate spacing, and they
would only have one partner
for the entire practice. It was
essentially an ad-hoc sched-
ule. We would call another
team and set up a match so
we would have two matches a
week. It was certainly a big
change, but we were just
thankful to have a season.”

The numbers were lim-
ited at Acalanes, but the team
was comprised of 13
wrestlers. “That was a good
number under the condi-
tions,” Weitzman said. “The
kids were fantastic to work
with and the community came
together to put on some really
fun matches and exhibitions
outside, which one coach re-
ferred to as 'Grappling on the
Gridiron."”

Rosiak is pleased to have
someone the caliber of Suba
to replace him: “Louis is a
good strong person who really
knows technique. He is also
familiar with the wrestlers at
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Louis Suba, who will coach Miramonte next year, with his son Broady

Miramonte. He coached a
number of them because, with
the diminished numbers of
wrestlers this year for both
schools, Campolindo and Mi-
ramonte often joined together
as one team for the matches.”

Suba, who wrestled at In-
diana University and coached
at Sacred Heart Cathedral
(S.F.) will be bringing much of
what he learned coaching at
Campolindo: “I'm going to
take a lot of things that I
learned coaching with Nikko.
My style will have some simi-
larities, but it won’t all be the
same.”

Weitzman is bringing in
his own coaching philosophy
to the Dons: “I want the kids
thinking about and focusing
on two things - strong funda-
mentals and also really utiliz-
ing flow wrestling to be able
to transition and constantly
work through a series of
breakdowns and attacks that
all flow into each other so
when they hit their moves, it’s
through a sequence and not
just a single move and
takedown.”

What Rosiak did in his
four years at Miramonte was
not lost on Suba. “Jason gen-
erated a lot of interest in the
community and got the num-
bers up and I hope that I can
continue that,” Suba said.
“Right now, we have our reg-
ular off-season program going
on with an open mat twice a
week which several local
wrestlers have attended in the
past. It gives the kids an op-
portunity to keep training in
the off-season. I believe that
the only way you get better at
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wrestling is to wrestle.”

Even though Rosiak could
not make the full-time com-
mitment in the winter to
coach, he is not going to dis-
appear. “I'll be coaching my
son, Justin, who is 9, in
wrestling, soccer and baseball
and I can also be a ‘free agent’
assistant coach if anyone else
is looking for help.”

Rosiak takes great memo-
ries with him from his four
years at Miramonte: “I was
fortunate in that I was able to
work with some great student-
athletes and families. When I
started out, there were only
two returning wrestlers and
pre-COVID we had over 30
wrestlers on the team. Two of
the years, our team won the
best GPA in the North Coast
Section. They were good stu-
dents as well as athletes. We
went from no females on the
team to as many as eight.

Next year, I believe that junior
Hannah Ripper has a good
chance to qualify for state.
Finally, in 2019, we defeated
Campolindo in a dual match
for the first time in 15 years
with the victory clinched by a
young woman, Yazee
Mendez.”

Weitzman is looking for-
ward to joining the coaching
fraternity: “There is a great
deal of experience with Nikko,
Louis and Jason and I'm look-
ing forward to getting to know
them better. They care a lot
about the programs and their
kids, and it’s always been a joy
to talk with them. I'm looking
forward to wrestling with
them and against them.”

CC United Wins National Junior Olympics

—
Photo provided

Submitted by Sean McFarland

Led by head coach Matt DeTrane, and
assistants Jack Brown and Garrett
Dunn, the CC United 18U team won the
2021 USA Water Polo Junior Olympics
National Championship held July 17-20
in Orange County, California. The CC
United Water Polo Club is based in
Orinda and draws players from the
East Bay Area. Founded in 2011, CCU
has been knocking on the champi-
onship door at JO’s, registering a half
dozen top five finishes across different
age groups over the last few years. This

year’s 18U team finally brought home

the Gold for the club, as they went 7-0

during the grueling four-day event,
which is the largest of its kind in the
world.

CCU players Caleb Boggan, Charlie
Saunders, Nate Rego, Brodie Sladek,
and Bardia Koopah rounded out a CCU
team that devoted two years to prac-
ticing, training, and developing a com-
plete team approach — all while dealing
with the grueling conditions of COVID.
Their hard work, and that of their
teammates and coaches, resulted in CC
United winning the 2021 Junior
Olympics National Championship.
Names of Players in Team Photo: Back row: Bardia Koopah, Jay Mills, Charlie
Saunders, Caleb Boggan, Kyle Thomas, Tommy O’Conner, Chase McFarland,
Ben Larsen, Brock Zamanian, Grant Watson, CJ Indart, West TemKkin, Gil
Gvishi, Mark Laurlund, Leo Lueddemann, Nate Rego, Brodie Sladek; front
row: Kirk Jensen, Jack Brown, Matt DeTrane, Garrett Dunn, Sean Thomas
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Mia Mastrov follows family footsteps to California

Mia Mastrov

By Jon Kingdon

You would be hard pressed to
find someone that was able to
benefit in any way due to the
onset of the coronavirus.
Though she would have been
willing to cancel the tradeoff,
the University of California
Women’s basketball head
coach Charmain Smith was
able to get Miramonte senior
Mia Mastrov on her team sev-
eral months earlier than
expected.

According to Smith, “Mia’s
father and I had some con-
versations early on prior to
COVID really being a big deal.
When we learned that Mia
would not lose a year of eligi-
bility were she to begin her
college career in the spring, I
knew that we would love to
have Mia come early to Cal to
get acclimated to our pro-
gram. That’s when I called
her dad and he said that I
could bring it up with Mia.”

Mastrov had committed to
attending UC Berkeley her ju-
nior year, where her grandfa-
ther had played basketball
under the great Pete Newell.
At the end of December,
though, it was not an easy de-

cision for Mastrov with all the
uncertainty as to whether
there would be a season for
any sports this spring. “If we
were guaranteed to have a
season at Miramonte, it’s
likely I would have stayed. It
was a blind decision as to
whether to stay or go on to
college early, knowing that at
California, I was going to have
a good experience and good
knowledge for the future.”

Mastrov showed great
prescience by taking online
classes the summer of her ju-
nior year to ensure that she
would have enough credits to
be able to graduate by the end
of December. “When I had all
my credits to be able to grad-
uate early, I got a call from
Coach Smith,” Mastrov said.
“She knew that I had been
planning on being able to
graduate early and it all came
together from there.”

After completing their se-
nior year in high school, it’s
hard enough for any fresh-
man to be able to make the
adjustment to the academics
of college and playing Division
I basketball. As talented as
Mastrov was in high school,
being named first team all-

Photo provided

Northern California as a
sophomore and junior, as a
17-year-old going against 22
and 23-year-old opponents, it’s
that much harder, but Mas-
trov was aware of what was to
come: “I went in there with
the mindset to have an open
mind, willing to learn and
gather as much information
as I could. No one can adjust
that quickly to playing college
basketball. Initially it was a
big adjustment, but I think
that now that I have a feel for
what it’s like, I'll be more pre-
pared for my true freshman
year.

Mastrov’s success was no
surprise to the former head
coach at Miramonte who
coached Mastrov from her
sophomore year. When this
reporter interviewed him four
years ago in writing the pre-
view story about the Lamor-
inda basketball teams, Sopak
pointed to freshman Mastrov.
“Don’t write this but she’s go-
ing to be my next great one,”
Sopak said. High praise from
someone who had coached
Sabrina Ionescu.

Smith was confident that
Mastrov had the qualities to
take on the challenge of col-

lege level basketball head on:
“Mia is a competitor. She’s
played at a really high level in
high school against top com-
petition and talent at Mira-
monte and with her club
teams. She has that mindset to
not be afraid at all. I knew
that throwing her into the fire
would be something that she
would embrace, and it would
help her down the road.”

By the time Mastrov ar-
rived at Cal, there were only
six games left in the season,
all of which she played in,
starting the last five games.
With only a week to acclimate
herself to her teammates and
the team’s system, Mastrov
came off the bench against the
University of Utah, scoring 20
of the Bears' 51 points. With
too little time to learn the
team’s offensive system, Smith
limited what Mastrov needed
to know when she was on the
court. “We gave Mia a few
plays which she was comfort-
able with. She was willing to
embrace any challenge that
we threw her way, and it re-
ally helped the team to have
an additional ball handler and
shooter.”

Being an unknown com-
modity does not last long
when you lead your team in
scoring in your first game.
Scouting reports were quickly
made to take away what Mas-
trov did best which was to
score. Despite shooting 1 for
16 in the next two games,
Mastrov did not allow it to
lessen her confidence. “I'm
mentally stable on the court
and no matter what happens,
I’'ve learned that you just have
to move on from it. Irealized
that any shot I was going to
get was not going to be wide
open and would be contested.
It takes adjustment to that
when teams know that you’re
the shooter and obviously
they don’t want to let you
score on them.”

Smith appreciated how
Mastrov handled these new
situations: “Mia’s reaction was
to try and find a way to adjust
to her opponents, figuring out
how to counter how she was
being defensed. She is really

poised and doesn’t get rattled.
She has a game face and stays
with it and is extremely
resilient.

Those are the things that
we talked about for the off-
season and what she has been
working on.”

What could have been a
more difficult situation was
made that much easier by
Mastrov’s teammates. “They
were all amazing and very
welcoming,” Mastrov said.
“They were all great people on
and off the court. Without
having them there to help and
support me, I wouldn’t have
been able to get as much of a
boost as I did this year.”

Mastrov also began her
academic career at Berkeley
and that was more of a change
for her than for most first-
year students. “My classes on
campus were also more of an
adjustment in that I went
straight into my college classes
without the summer break
from high school,” Mastrov
said. “They were difficult but
manageable once I adjusted to
it. 'm considering majoring in
media studies and business
though that could change. It’s
Berkeley and it doesn’t get
much better than that.”

Mastrov still looks back
on her at time playing with
Miramonte with some emo-
tion: “I missed being able to
play my last year with the
graduating seniors like P.K.
(Sam), Julia (Miller), and Jor-
dan (Allred), who were my
teammates since my freshman
and sophomore years. Look-
ing back, I did not realize that
the last game that I had played
with them as a junior would
in the end be my last game for
Miramonte.”

Looking forward, Mastrov
is confident in what she sees
soon for Cal basketball:
“Coach Smith and the staff are
on a really good path. We’ll
have a much better season
with the return of our injured
players and our freshmen are
now more advanced and
COVID will not be as limiting
this upcoming season.”

La_morinda Water Bolo Club ce
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Not pictured:

lebrates its graduating seniors

Front row, from left: Griff Hallahan, University of Washington; Maddie
Sumner, UC Davis*; Will Coons, UC Santa Barbara™; Devon Byrne, UC Berkeley;
Sofia Vattuone, Indiana University; Sophia Leto, Indiana University; Iris
Gallagher, Loyola Marymount*; Cooper Tunney, UC Berkeley; Johnny
Shepherd, Santa Clara University*; back row: Gavin Grosz, Loyola
Marymount*, Will Hollerbach, UCLA, Hugh Flanders, DVC*, Molly Ostrowski,
Arizona State*, Mackenzie Murphy, UC Santa Barbara*, Connor Mechelke,
Johns Hopkins*, Jamie Steingraf, San Jose State University*, Parker Hett,
University of Washington, Chris Bruen, Colby College, Spencer Tarkoff,
University of Wisconsin, Ryan McAninch, University of Wisconsin, Jack
Bunzle-Hardie, Chapman University*

Adam Ting, UC Davis*; Charlie Cohen, Chapman University*; Reese Whipple,
Savannah College of Art/Design
(* Athletes committed to NCAA water polo teams)

Orinda Aquatics makes strong
showing at USA Swimming
Sectional Championships

Submitted by Don Heidary

Orinda Aquatics finished third at the
recent USA Swimming Long Course
Sectional Championships in Roseville,
California. The meet was comprised of
50 teams from Northern California,
Southern California, and Nevada and
featured swimmers from the Sectional
to Olympic Trial levels. Orinda Aquat-
ics is a local USA Swimming team of
140 athletes and took 40 swimmers to
the high-level meet. Highlights were
Ben Hayes achieving an Olympic Trial
cut, and new Junior National stan-

dards for Jalen Evans (100m fly 56.5),
Andrew Hallett (50m free 24.1), and
Adriana Smith (100m back 1:04.2 —
summer cut). For Orinda Aquatics,
high point scorers were Emilia Barck
with 116 points and Isaac Kim with 96
points. “A” finalists included Channing
Hanley (100/200 breast), Emilia Barck
(200 IM/400 IM, 100/200 back), Maggie
Buckley (200 back), Mac Follmer (200
fly), Paige Hanley (100 breast), Ben
Hayes (100/200 breast, 400 IM, 100 fly),
Isaac Kim (400/800 free), Zach Le-
Nguyen (100/200 back), Tommy Roder
(100 back), Adrian Smith (100/200
back), and Lily Struempf (200 free).

Photo provide_d

Congratulations to the Moraga Maver-
icks 12U baseball team for their vic-
tory in the 2021 NCS World Series in
Reno, Nevada Over the course of four
days (July 15-18), Moraga met teams

12U Moraga Baseball team
Champs

Photo provided

From left: coach Sean Goldstein, Noah Muldoon, Colby Webster, Max Olson,
Frankie Polichio, Jaxson Luckhurst, Aiden Goldstein, Carter Cook, Ryan
Erickson, Liam Baldelli, Evan Kelly, Coach John Kelly, Garrett Joyce

Submitted by
Sean Goldstein

from the Central Valley, Southern Cali-
fornia, Idaho and Nevada. The Mav-
ericks went 7-0 over their tournament

run, which culminated in a 6-2 victory

over the Cory Lidle Baseball Academy
from Covina, California. The team's
balanced pitching, hitting, and defense
were Kkeys to winning this coveted
championship.

Submit sports stories and story ideas to
sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com
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Dons Youth Football Camp

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Submitted by
Jim Malmquist

The Dons Youth Football
Academy was held at the
Acalanes Football Field in
July, for all kids in the Lam-
orinda community from
fourth to eighth grade. This
year’s academy was excep-
tional, with over 90 kids reg-
istering for the four-day pro-
gram. The goal of the camp is

Wednesday, August 4, 2021

to teach the fundamentals of
football from an offensive
and defensive perspective, to
develop skills, both football
and life. Focus was on things
like sportsmanship, team-
work, leadership and to help
in the transition from flag
football to tackle. This year's
camp featured a 7 x 7 Flag
Football Tournament, the
camper favorite Trench Wars
and Combine Stations, and
the Agility Obstacle Course.

Photo provided

MARK BELLINGHAM
PAINTING

HIRE A LOCAL NAME YOU
CAN TRUST

925-247-0092

MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Interior & Exterior Painting Deck & Fence Restoration
Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinet Painting Dry Rot Repair
Light Carpentry Drywall Repair

For a Quick Preliminary Estimate
Email Photos of Project to:
Office@MarkBellinghamPainting.com

See our Reviews on NextDoor, Houzz & YELP

Local Business Owner - Since 1985 - Licensed & Insured

The UPS Store  Bs

New hours:
Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00

Sat 9-5, Sun closed Moraga, CA 94556-2005

Our location:
1480 Moraga Rd, Ste C

v Postal Services

v"Business Services

v Live Scan
Fingerprinting

v Shipping

v/ Copying, Finishing
v/ Printing Services
v"Notary Services

www.theupsstorelocal.com/2291

e

10t Annceal

Moraga Chamber of Commene
Gaoll Tournament

20% OFF camellias
redeem your gift certificates now

Trees & Shrubs - Flowers & Vegetables
Soil Products & Fertilizers
Organic Products & Seeds

located at the Moraga Shopping Center
925-376-1810

* until supplies last

Best Latte in Town

910 Country Club Dr.
Moraga

RHEEM VALLEY AUTOMOTIVE

(Rheem center-across from

Complete Auto Repair
the Post Office)

State of California
Brake, Lamp &

FFICIA

Smog Station | °;..
ADJUSTING

STATION

™ STAR Cortflad

OFFICIAL
LAMP
ADJUSTING
STATION

377-6020
WWW.RHEEMAUTO.COM

]Bayﬂmza home
cempanions

in-home care services

Affordable, Competent, Warm & Compassionate Adult Care

¢ Personal Care e Light Housekeeping
* Meal Preparation ¢ Non-medical Outpatient Assistance

(925) 330-3999

www.bayareahomecompanions.com

Q{ﬁeem r(/a[[ey

Pet Sho oppe

Fet Food & Supplies
Rheem Valley Center 366 Fark Street Moraga (925) 376-8399
Monday - Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sundzay 11a.m.to5 p.m.

;‘l A good neighbor

has your back.

Mark Hoogs, Agent
Insurance Lic#: OM08809
629 Moraga Road
Moraga, CA 94556

Bus: 925-254-3344

Life’s a combination of good
days and bad. | have your
back for both. And who has
my back? The company
more people have trusted for
90 years. CALL ME TODAY.

o StateFarm’

State Farm

1606040 Bloomington, IL

Member of Moraga
Chamber of Commerce

|"l:'|."-.hf LIFE EASY
SHOP LOCAL

SEIRCPAADELAGATIRST 0

shop

Moraga
lirst<om

MORAGA MOTORS

since 1981 in Moraga. Located on ﬁ'
Moraga Road, Rheem Valley Shopping Center * =i

Professional Automotive
Service and Repair

Foreign and Domestic

2016 Moraga Small

Business ofthe Year 530 Moraga Rd. ° 925’376"0692

= o | E

PROFESSIONAL EYECARE

o P T O M E T R Y F P
Dr. Wm. Schwertscharf, O.D. T O Z
» Comprehensive Vision Testing LPFPED
e Eye Disease Diagnosis FECF D

« Specialty Contact Lens Care
¢ Finest Quality Eyewear and Sunglasses

1030 Country Club Drive, Ste. A

Moraga - (925)376-2C

WWW.MOragamotors.com

SKIN CARE & HAIR SALON

=17 | OPEN -Call today!

all safety protocols in place

925.376.7222

508 Center Street, Moraga
(in Rheem Valley Shopping Center,

-,

1 $50 off for new clients

Hall of Taxes
Peggy Hall, Envolled Agent

Over 30 years experience
Stephen Hall, MBA, CTEC

Specializing in complex tax
sttuations for individuals and

Moraga small businesses.

(925) 388-1040

www.HallofTaxes.com - peggy@halloftaxes.com

o RN RAEL

A% pRACE KD, SLHTE F
(R Sl 20T

e AR DT AN abEOrtTial

MORAGA RETREAT
CARE HOMES

residential assisted living for seniors

professional staff, resident-centered care

private rooms, home-made meals, medication management
unparalleled attention to detail

MORAGARETREAT.COM (925) 376-2273

Watch for Love Lafayette August 18
Call for Advertising 925.377.0977
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Home repair advice

read on Page D4

Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

Water matters

-'.--I' |_

:B'_'i

Daylilies bloom for a single day and are
drought resistant.

By Cynthia Brian

“When the well is dry, we know the worth of
water.” ~ Benjamin Franklin

We turned on the spigot. A trickle.
Seconds later, nothing.

For over 100 years the deep well had
served three houses, several barns, and all
the gardens on our Napa county ranch
without a problem. This summer, the well is
empty. The bucolic lake built by my Dad and
brothers in the former horse pasture served
as a family playground, fishing area, and

Photos Cynthia Brian

Crocosmia, the
firecracker plant is not a water hog.

farm irrigation reservoir for decades. In
2021, it is a big basin of cracked clay. There is
no water.

In the San Joaquin Valley, an area known
to be the breadbasket of fruit and nuts for
America, the aquifers and canals are
depleted. It is projected that by 2040, 535,000
acres of agricultural production will be lost.
If the drought persists and water is not
available, double that amount of land will
not be planted resulting in food shortages
around the country.

Seventy-one percent of the earth is

covered in water. Over 96% of that water is
saline, represented by our oceans and seas.
The human body consists of 60% water. H20
is a vital nutrient to the life of every cell.
People can survive without food for several
days, but without water, organ failure
commences around the third day of
dehydration.

Water matters and water is scarce.
Climate change is resulting in rising
temperatures and when the soil gets warmer,
heat waves worsen. Fifty-five percent of the
West is experiencing extreme drought
conditions. Some scientists have declared the
summer of 2021 the worst drought in over
1,200 years.

What is a gardener to do?

Because of the efforts to reduce water
usage as well as the higher costs of water,
many people have asked me if it would be
best to “let their landscape go.” My rapid
reaction is a decisive “NO!” Besides the
financial burden of re-landscaping,
maintaining a garden during a drought is
essential not only for the aesthetics and
beauty a garden provides but for keeping
your home cooler and contributing to a fire
safety zone. If you let your plants and trees
die, your parched landscape could become a
fire hazard.

Here are ways to minimize watering
while keeping your plants alive.

1. Weed your garden thoroughly as weeds
are huge drinkers.
2. Mulch to conserve water. Add three
inches of good quality mulch to your entire
landscape to suffocate weed growth,
conserve water, prevent evaporation, and
reduce the heat to the soil.

.. continued on Page D10
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Sgyav Lamorinda home sales recorded
City Last reported Lowest amount Highest amount
LAFAYETTE 15 $960,000 $2,600,000
MORAGA 5 $411,000 $1,775,000
ORINDA 9 $1,425,000 $5,200,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

24 Loma Linda Court | Orinda | $2,398,000

Comprised of two separate lots, this remarkable property offers a
total of approx. 6.25 private acres.

Lot 1: Appx. 2.37 acres with a light filled home featuring 3BD, 2BA,
office, and ~ 3,394 SF of living space. The home is drenched with
natural light through walls of windows and numerous french doors.
An open floor plan with gorgeous, newly refinished hardwood floors,
new carpet and interior paint, and lovely mill work are some of its
highlights. A vaulted beamed ceiling in the living room and high pitch
ceiling in the grand dining room and oversized great room make for a
magical entertaining experience as they all open onto the outdoor
patio and spa.

Lot 2: This approximately 3.88 acre lot offers gorgeous views and
loads of potential. Both properties are being sold together and are
close to K-12 Schools, Highway, Bart, Reservoir, and Downtown

R
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Glenn & Kellie Beaubelle

925.254.1212
For more information:
TheBeaubelleGroup.com
Email: -

Glenn@TheBeaubelleGroup.com
CABRE# 00678426, 01165322

LAFAYETTE

1084 Brown Avenue, $1,578,500, 3 Bdrms, 2180 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 06-16-21,
Previous Sale: $1,495,000, 09-06-19

3175 Cordova Way, $2,430,000, 4 Bdrms, 3197 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 06-15-21

3275 Gloria Terrace, $1,500,000, 4 Bdrms, 2393 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 06-17-21

3909 Happy Valley Road, $2,335,000, 4 Bdrms, 3681 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 06-15-21,
Previous Sale: $800,000, 07-26-01

9 Harper Court, $1,900,000, 5 Bdrms, 3298 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 06-17-21,
Previous Sale: $550,000, 08-12-04

956 Janet Lane, $1,295,000, 3 Bdrms, 1755 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 06-16-21,
Previous Sale: $780,000, 12-19-06

3611 Lincoln Way, $1,625,000, 3 Bdrms, 1634 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 06-14-21,
Previous Sale: $1,050,000, 01-15-21

1032 Lindsey Court, $2,600,000, 4 Bdrms, 3734 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 06-14-21

812 Mountain View Drive, $2,240,000, 6 Bdrms, 4175 SqFt, 1977 YrBlt, 06-16-21,
Previous Sale: $1,755,000, 09-25-15

1555 Rancho View Drive, $2,430,000, 3 Bdrms, 5308 SqFt, 1947 YrBlt, 06-16-21

6 Shreve Lane, $1,175,000, 4 Bdrms, 2002 SqFt, 2013 YrBlt, 06-17-21

1570 Silver Dell Road, $2,110,000, 4 Bdrms, 2421 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 06-14-21

562 Silverado Drive, $2,400,000, 4 Bdrms, 2132 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 06-14-21,
Previous Sale: $1,325,000, 10-06-15

1072 Via Roble, $1,850,000, 3 Bdrms, 1998 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 06-17-21,
Previous Sale: $452,500, 11-29-16

1003 Woodbury Road #207, $960,000, 2 Bdrms, 1110 SqFt, 2015 YrBlt, 06-15-21,
Previous Sale: $890,500, 09-01-16

MORAGA

2067 Ascot Drive #243, $411,000, 1 Bdrms, 790 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 06-14-21,
Previous Sale: $280,000, 03-02-15

2135 Ascot Drive #9, $760,000, 2 Bdrms, 1643 SqFt, 1969 YrBlt, 06-16-21

140 Derby Lane, $1,775,000, 5 Bdrms, 3055 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 06-14-21,
Previous Sale: $650,000, 06-15-99

28 Hansen Court, $1,065,000, 3 Bdrms, 2095 SqFt, 1984 YrBlt, 06-17-21,
Previous Sale: $765,000, 08-15-08

245 Rheem Boulevard, $1,600,000, 4 Bdrms, 2445 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 06-18-21

ORINDA

46 East Altarinda Drive, $2,635,000, 4 Bdrms, 3764 SqFt, 1978 YrBlt, 06-15-21,
Previous Sale: $1,325,000, 08-05-20

23 Crestview Drive, $1,425,000, 3 Bdrms, 1830 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 06-15-21,
Previous Sale: $1,125,000, 10-18-19

244 El Toyonal, $1,975,000, 5 Bdrms, 2538 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 06-18-21,
Previous Sale: $1,126,000, 12-06-16

14 Francisco Court, $1,740,000, 3 Bdrms, 2232 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 06-17-21,
Previous Sale: $1,050,000, 06-04-07

11 Ivy Drive, $1,818,000, 3 Bdrms, 1572 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 06-16-21,
Previous Sale: $825,000, 12-30-20

37 La Campana Road, $1,750,000, 3 Bdrms, 2325 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 06-14-21,
Previous Sale: $910,000, 06-02-07

20 La Campana Road, $2,514,500, 4 Bdrms, 2512 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 06-17-21,
Previous Sale: $1,295,000, 09-03-02

513 Miner Road, $5,200,000, 3 Bdrms, 3825 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 06-14-21,
Previous Sale: $3,008,000, 06-10-20

36 Owl Hill Road, $2,050,000, 5 Bdrms, 2456 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 06-14-21,
Previous Sale: $1,277,500, 04-28-14



PUT THE STELLA AND STEPHANIE ADVANTAGE TO WORK FOR YOU
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3591POWELL COM | 3591 POWELL DR, LAFAYETTE
4+ Bedrooms | 3.5 Bathrooms | 3140 * Sq Ft. | 92 * Acres I Offered at $2 777 000
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3256SWEET.COM | 3256 Sweet Dr, Lafayette 3241ECHOSPRINGS.COM | 3421 Echo Springs Rd, Lafayette
Offered at $1,380,000 | Sold for $1,715,000 Offered at $2,495,000 | Sold for $3,110,000

GIVE US A CALL ANYTIME. WE’'RE HERE AND READY TO HELP.

L8 8 8 & 4

TOP 1% OF REALTORS IN CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

COMPASS

STELLA TSAKONAS - DRE #01363574
925.878.6603
STELLA@STELLAANDSTEPHANIE.COM

STEPHANIE MULL : DRE #01955633
925.878.1896
STEPHANIE@STELLAANDSTEPHANIE.COM

STELLAANDSTEPHANIE.COM
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Choosing the best disposal

By Jim Hurley

A call to look at a “drip under the sink” took a nightmarish turn for me

one time. Typically, the leak under the sink is a loose pipe, or a damaged

dishwasher drain line. This time, the entire drain assembly had been in
place for over 40 years. The drain lines had eroded to the point that
there was nothing left but a thin veneer of chrome on the P-trap and
pipes. Everywhere I touched, the pipe crumbled in my hand. When I

went to disconnect the disposal, the whole bottom fell off. It was time for

a new one.

People will ask me, “What disposal should I get?” The answer starts
with another question: How much room do you have under the sink?
Disposals have two basic features, noise level and motor power. The
more quiet and power you purchase, the more space it takes under your
sink. (Also, the more they cost.)

First, consider the noise factor. The whisper quiet disposal is more
expensive than its lower-cost, louder cousin. Think of how often you use
the disposal: How critical is it for you that a noisy disposal not interrupt
your conversation for 15 to 30 seconds? Then consider the size of the
unit. The super quiet disposal is surrounded with more insulation. This
means it can be twice as large in diameter as the noisier one. If your
under-sink space is needed for cleaning supplies or wastebaskets, you

"'IH'II' M"ﬂhm LN
Enjoy More | Ask About Our Move-In Special!*

You’ve built a great life doing things you love. Let that freedom
continue when you choose to make Merrill Gardens your new home.

Are you ready to enjoy more?

M MERRILL GARDENS

—_ LAFAYETTE

Lic #079200597
*Call for details. s

(925) 272-0074 ¢ merrillgardens.com
1010 Second St, Lafayette, CA 94549

Independent Living e Assisted Living ¢ Memory Care

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977

Wednesday, August 4, 2021

Photo A. Scheck

simply might not have room for the quieter model.

The second consideration is power. Disposals are rated by Horse-
power (HP). When shopping for the unit, you can choose between a 1/3,
1/2, or 3/4 HP motor. Again, the size (and cost) increases with the HP fac-
tor, so if maximizing space below is a requirement, your best option is
small and noisy. Motor power becomes important, depending on the
amount of use. If you are constantly cooking and running the disposal
for a few minutes a couple times a day, the smaller motor might wear out
sooner. If you have not adopted my advice from an earlier column, and
still stuff the disposal full before you turn it on, you would definitely

benefit from more HP.

A word about installation. You can call your plumber (or a handy-
man) to replace it and have it done. They will appreciate it if you know
which one you want or have bought the disposal in advance. The big box
building supply stores also offer installation services at their customer
service counter. The service is done by local licensed plumbers and
might introduce you to the plumber you want to call back for future

plumbing problems.

You can always do it yourself if you have a few basic tools and are
willing to spend a little time under your sink. For the DIY job, consider
replacing the old disposal with the same model (if you can find it); this
will save you time. The same unit will attach to the old collar, saving that
step in the installation, and the drainpipes will connect at the same
length and height, so there is less to change on the drain. The secret to
the DIY install is removing the C-Ring that holds the collar together. Once

you’ve removed the old
disposal, loosen the
screws that push up
against the base of the
sink. Lift up the screw
plate and remove the C-
Ring, (the spring clip in
the groove below the
plate). This releases
the rest of the collar
assembly from the base
of the sink. Or just call
that family member
who can fix anything.
Yes, we all have one.

Jim Hurley is an
independent
handyman with over 25
years of experience in
residential repairs.
Hopefully this free
advice is helpful to
someone attempting
Do-It-Yourself home
repairs. The
information presented
is intended for
informational purposes
and for use by persons
having appropriate
technical skill, at their own discretion and risk.
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Fabulous 1937 Orinda Country Club charmer perfectly remodeled Bed Bath dcre

throughout in 2012. You will be charmed upon entry through the + 0
custom gate, down the beautifully landscaped path to the private front 12,390 5 1_ 100 _/ e
courtyard with fireplace. Sq 4t Whice Charming

SListed at 31,895,000 | Uisit 7lcaminodonmiguel.com Gorgeous kitchen and bathrooms!

Amy Rose Smith .
Village Associates FINDING THE Right FiT

925.212.3897
amy@amyrosesmith.com . . .
www.amyrosesmith.com :
CalBRE: #01855959 AMYROSESMITH

villageassociates.com | @villageassociates \/|||age 925.254.0505 | It's Village. Of Course.

ASSOCIATES




YOUR CB ORINDA
REALTORS:
LAURA ABRAMS
BEVERLY ARNOLD
EMILY BAHN
MARAM BATA
VLATKA BATHGATE
ALBERT BERNARDO
NANCY BOOTH
ROBERT BROWN
ROBERTA CALDERON
TONY CONTE

KELLY CRAWFORD
COLIN ELBASANI
JOANNE FISHMAN
LANA FITZPATRICK
SUZANNE GEOFFRION
JEFFREY GILLETT
SORAYA GOLESORKHI
HANK HAGMAN
ANDREA HARRIS
MARGARET HARTWELL
PETER HATTERSLEY
YAN HEIM

MICHELLE HOLCENBERG
WENDY HOLCENBERG
DICK HOLT

COOKIE JAVINSKY
SHELLIE KIRBY

SHERYL KORTRIGHT
MEREDITH LINAMEN
MARY BETH MACLENNAN
CHRISTINA MCCORMICK
MARSHA MCCRAE
MICHELE MCKAY

CHAD MORRISON
PEYMAN MOSHREF
AUDREY NEALE

BRUCE NEWMAN

DIANE PETEK
MARGARET PRICE
SUSAN SCHLICHER
CATHY SCHULTHEIS
AUBREY SHAW

JOEL SHEIMAN
MELANIE SNOW

TOM STACK

TED STREETER

BO SULLIVAN

NORLA TORRES-TURNEY
LINDA VAN DRENT
GREG WATKINS
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Orinda 7 7 Orinda

$2,495,000 185 Holly Lane  $1,395,000 44 Camino Encinas  $1,299,000 6 Loma Linda Ct  $1,299,000

35 Owl Hill Rd
4 BD/ 2.5 BA. Stunning Mid-Century, private 2 BD/ 2BA - 2,046 sq ft. Lovely wood 3 Bd/ 2 BA. Charming sun-filled Orinda 3 BD /2 BA. Over 2 acre lot, fully
lot, breathtaking views, pool! Lovely gardens accents & beamed vaulted ceilings. rancher. Hardwood floors, vaulted ceilings.  remodeled, views and privacy!
and fruit trees. Meticulous artistic garden. Great walk score & commute location.
Kelly Crawford 925-998-5599 Laura Abrams 510-697-3225 Laura Abrams 510-697-3225 Cathy Schultheis 510-915-2277
Lic#01327015 185Hollylane.com Lic#01272382 44CaminoEncinas.com Lic#01272382 https://bit.ly/3hQ4Tel Lic #01005765

Orinda Lafegette

=

il . o Tl
$3,875,000 3359 Springhill Road  $2,295,000

acant Lot 221 El Toyonal $685,000 ) 104Esates Dr $1,299,000 3 Wellesley Ct

Shovel ready to build! Fully approved per- 4 BD /2 BA b/ 1807 sq. ft. 7 BD /6.5 BA. Elegant Contemporary Gated 4 BR /3 BA /3013 sq. ft.

mits for a4 BD /3 BA, 2,644 sq. ft. home. Single level, private, over %2 acre lot. Estate on 4+ acres above Happy Valley. Lots One level mid-century, walls of glass, great
Buy today, Build tomorrow. Glorietta Gem! of flat and pano views! Really Amazing! views, spacious areas, private lane.

Laura Abrams 510-697-3225 Suzanne Geoffrion 925-699-4832 Laura Abrams 510-697-3225 Melanie Snow 925-360-0344
221eltoyonal.com Lic#01272382 104EstatesDr.com Lic#01878803 3wellesley.com Lic#01272382 www.3359springhill.com Lic #00878893

Lafayette Lafayette
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3719 Highland Court $1,849,000 4157 Hidden Valley Rd  $1,639,000 4 Baltusrol St  $1,155,000 45 Miramonte Drive  $3,200
4BD/3BA. 4BD/ 3 BA. 3 BD + loft area/ 2.5 BA. Updated Town- 3BD /1.5 BA/ 1248 sq ft. Miramonte Gar-
Backs to Rim trail, great views. Privacy &  Beautiful contemporary with soaring home in Moraga Country Club with all club  dens, new carpet, fresh paint, & appliances.
amphitheater backyard! high ceilings built in 1998. amenities, private courtyard. Community pool, clubhouse & BBQ area.
Bev Arnold 925-788-8516 Tom Stack 925-878-9964 June Young 925-775-8819 Cathy Schultheis 510-915-2277
https://bit.ly/3JE3mZZ Lic#01154860 Tomstack.com Lic#01501769 Lic #01923454 Lic #01005765

Pleasant Hill San Ramon Walnut Creek
T

: DSBS U 431 Fuchsia Lane  $1,349,000
$895,000 170 Stewart Circle ~ $1,195,000 3. BD/2.5 BA, 2,083 sq. ft. Trevani Gale

5 . S
3736 Bon Homme Way 1767 Tice Valley Bivd.  $775,000

JERRY WENDT

FRANK WOODWARD 3BD/2BA, 0.48 Acre. Huge lot, on cul-de-sac 5 BD /3 BA, 1,983 sq. ft. Ranch. Open floor plan, dramatic high ceil- 2BD/2.5BA, 1,597 sq. ft. Move-in ready! De-
JUNE YOUNG in desirable Poet’s Corner, Cul-de-sac ings, loft space, and spacious flat backyard! signer finishes throughout. Backs to open space!
St. Francis Park neighborhood. Mary Beth MacLennan 925-324-6246 Tony Conte 925-708-1396
ANA ZIMMANK Cathy Schultheis 510-915-2277 Tom Stack 925-878-9964 Tony Conte 925-708-1396 Mary Beth MacLennan 925-324-6246
https://boit.ly/2Tf6EZ7 Lic #01005765 Tomstack.com Lic#01501769 431 chsialane.com Lic# 01480008/00959101 Lic# 00959101 / 01480008

Cold lIBankerH Coldwell Banker Orinda
oiawe ankerromes.Com 5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925-253-4600

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. Real
estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Realty are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2020 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned
offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. &
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Office: 925-998-7898 | ct@clarkthompson.com
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

Water matters

... continued from Page D1

3. Check for leaks in your sprinkler system. If
you find a spike in your water bill, you
probably have a broken pipe somewhere.

4. Water deeply and infrequently. Once or
twice a week will suffice. Most plants need
about one inch of water weekly. Check your soil
to make sure that the water is penetrating the
soil. Dry soil sheds water as run-off. If this
happens, water twice, five minutes apart until
the soil is saturated. Deep watering encourages
a healthy root system while frequent short
showers are wasteful and not beneficial to
plant growth.

5. Water early in the morning or early
evening when moisture will be retained.

6. Refrain from fertilizing in the summer
months as feeding promotes thirsty
hyper-growth.

7. Mow your lawns without using the bag.

Grass clippings supply nutrients to the lawn
with less water usage.

8. Don’t worry about keeping your lawn
super-green. Just keep it alive and it will
re-green when the weather is wetter.

9. Use soaker hoses around plants to
eliminate evaporation. Trees can be especially
vulnerable during a drought. Use a deep
soaker wand to supply water to the roots.

10. Don’t put your irrigation on a schedule.
Instead, check your soil moisture and monitor
your plants. Turn your system on when it is
necessary but do make sure to run it to keep
the system free of invading insects, roots, and
stagnant water.

For both firewise and waterwise gardening,
permeable surfaces in your hardscape such as
decomposed granite, gravel, stones, and mulch
are advisable. They provide a fire-safe zone
and allow rainwater to percolate into the soil
without runoff. ... continued on Page D10

TREMENDOUS VIEWS

Chris & Tracy have your new home!

COMING SOON: 8 Kings Crown Court, Moraga

5BD | 2.5 BA | 2600+ SF | .43 £ AC | Offered at $2,275,000

Enjoy spectacular sunrise and sunset views from your own personal
oasis. This single level home is filled with natural light and boasts a
custom gourmet kitchen. Schedule a tour today! 8kingscrown.com

Contact Chris & Tracy today for more information

925-377-0977

Wednesday, August 4, 2021

Chris Swim & Tracy Keaton
Lic. 00943989 | 01051349
925.166.1447
chris@chrisswim.com
chrisswim.com

COMPASS



4 bed | 3.5 bath | 2,806 sqft | .51 ac | $2,795,000
Exquisite Craftsmanship*Contemporary Farmhouse Style
*All New Construction!

A timeless look that is bursting with character and
quality throughout. White Oak flooring, stunning tall
ceilings, open floor plan, dream kitchen, & primary retreat.
Easy indoor/outdoor living with access to the sun-splashed
patio, level lawn, broad front porch and
beautiful outdoor spaces.

April Matthews
Cell 925.200.0773
1.april.matthews@gmail.com
www.dreamhomelamorinda.com
DRE# 01221153

AESOCIATLES

All information is deemed reliable but not guaranteed. *Per Public Record.




SORAYA GOLESORKHI
REALTOR’

JUST SOLD $2,595,000

Want a smooth home sale?
See what two recent clients said:

“Thank you for all your help with selling the house.
We were so grateful for your professional expertise
and that special Soraya magic you add to make
difficult things easy.”

- Camille and David A., Orinda

“I can’t begin to tell you how much | appreciated
the way you handled the sale of the house. It made
what could be very painful much easier.”

- Joyce M., Moraga

For a full service, personal,
concierge-style experience, call me.

925.808.8390
sg@sorayadhomes.com

sorayadhomes.com
DRE #01771736

COLDWELL BANKER
5 Moraga Way, Orinda
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian
Water matters

... continued from Page D8

For a list of plants that are both fire and drought resistant, re-read my
article located at www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue1508/Digging-
Deep-with-Goddess-Gardener-Cynthia-Brian-Fire-retardant-and-fire-
resistant-plantings.html.

11. Summer is not the time to plant but to plan. Any specimen planted in
August will require regular and concentrated watering to establish strong
roots. Late fall before frosts will be optimal for sowing.

12. Recycle your household water. Keep a bucket in your shower and
bowls in your sinks to catch the water from your faucet. Use it on your
houseplants or pour it into your garden. When you steam or boil
vegetables, allow the water to cool, then use it on your plants.

13. Minimize your personal water usage. Turn off the water when
brushing teeth or when soaping up in the shower. For toilets, we may be
approaching the former drought mantra “if it’s yellow, let it mellow. If it’s
brown, flush it down.” This is obviously a personal choice.

14. Adjust your expectations for your garden. Accept the fact that your
garden may not be as green, lush, and colorful as it would normally be if
water scarcity was not an issue. Plants wilt to conserve energy. Many
plants are resilient and can deal with hot weather. They will bounce back
with winter rains.

During the past two months, I have been busy personally repairing
broken PVC pipes, valves, sprinklers, and hoses as hiring anyone to assist
has been impossible. Between the marauding deer, shifting soils, and
invading roots, the work is endless, arduous, intensive, and necessary. I
have also implemented the tips that I am suggesting.

Taking a long, relaxing shower used to be my reward after a day of
digging, weeding, pruning, repairing, building, and planting, but for the
past few years I've resorted to three-minute scrubs to save water.

Living in Lamorinda, we are fortunate to be able to turn on our
faucets and have water. Farmers throughout the state are not so lucky.
Continue to grow edibles as growing your own groceries will become
more critical as the drought
continues.

As for now, on our
family ranch and vineyards
we are buying water. Last
year’s grape harvest was
100% destroyed by smoke
taint. Because of the
three-digit temperatures
experienced thus far, we
have already lost 20% of
our Cabernet. I pray for a
winter of maximum
snowfall.

Water is life. It’s

precious. Don’t waste,
conserve.
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
Saturday, Sept. 25, Be the Star You Are!® will participate in the first live
event at the Pear and Wine Festival with a booth sponsored by the
Lamorinda Weekly. Details at www.bethestaryouare.org/copy-of-events

Happy Gardening. Happy Growing.

flowers make a comforting tea.
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Summer apples are ripe in time for
school lunches.

Cynthia
Brian

Photo Jim Scala

Cynthia Brian, The Goddess Gardener, is available for hire
to help you prepare for your spring garden. Raised in the
vineyards of Napa County, Cynthia is a New York Times
best-selling author, actor, radio personality, speaker, media
and writing coach as well as the Founder and Executive
Director of Be the Star You Are!® 501 c3. Tune into
Cynthia’s StarStyle® Radio Broadcast at
www.StarStyleRadio.com.

Buy copies of her books, including, Chicken Soup for the
Gardener’s Soul, Growing with the Goddess Gardener, and
Be the Star You Are! www.cynthiabrian.com/online-store.
Receive a FREE inspirational music DVD and special
savings.

Hire Cynthia for writing projects, garden consults, and
inspirational lectures.

Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com

Fresh Coat Restoration LLC

Restore | Refresh | Re DeSIgn | Rebuild 5% off
 995-4655-7528 KLU
of this ad
New Builds
Staining
Restoration @

.. and so much more! ‘TTY_Y?

Check us out on Yelp and Google!

Get Out & Stay Out!

Let Garden Lights Landscape Development give you good reasonto “Get Out and Stay Out” this summer.

Enlarge your living area with an outdoor kitchen or entertainment space complete with a built in
barbecue and the warm glow of a stone or masonry fireplace.
Garden Lights Landscape Development, Inc. is a full service landscape & pool design build firm.
We design & install with just one call 925-254-4797 + www.gardenlightslandscape.com

Celebrating over 20 years of service in Lamorinda. Bonded — Licensed & Insured License# 702845 (27 & (53

McDonnell \@ Nursery

T
redeem your McDonnell bucks in August 7
5 B

) -

family owned since 1933 )

Flowers * Trees * Succulents ¢ Pottery & Fountains
Benches ¢« Garden Decor * House Plants ¢ Gifts
Garden Consultation

www.mcdonnellnursery.com

196 Moraga Way < (925) 254-3713 < Open Wednesday - Sunday
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1 Hartford Road
Orinda beauty! Custom 5031 sqft 6

bed/ 4.5 bath home w/ 3 car
garage situated on a secluded, level

1.06 acre lot. $3,495,000
ORINDA

36 Heather Lane

Remodeled & updated 5 bed/ 4.5
bath w/ versatile bonus room, home
office/ workout room & panoramic

views! $2,288,000
ORINDA

67 Brookwood Road #19
Sparkling top level 2 bed/ 1 bath
condo! Sunny open floor plan.
Lovely private deck. Walk to BART,

shops, restaurants. $529 000

LAFAYETTE

155 Haslemere Court

Middle unit 3 bed/ 3 bath
townhome atop a knoll overlooking
the Lafayette hills & close to

community pool.

$875,000

o facebook.com/VillageAssociates
0 twitter.com/villageassoc
instagram.com/VillageAssociates

ORINDA

87 El Toyonal
New Custom Construction! Modern
4 bed/ 3.5 bath Farmhouse design,
high-end finishes & level .51 acre
yard.

$2,795,000
ORINDA

71 Camino Don Miguel
Remodeled 3 bed/ 3.5 bath Country
Club cottage + office/gym w/
exterior access in highly coveted,

close-in location. $1,895,000

LAFAYETTE

i &

4090 Happy Valley Road
Luxurious 4 bed/ 5.5 bath home on
2.64 acre estate w/ adjoining lovely
guest house, a huge lawn & bocce

ball court. $14,995,000

MORAGA

770 Country Club Drive

Delightful 3 bed/ 2.5 bath 1749 sqft
townhome w/ updated kitchen,
private & inviting front & back

decks & patios. $1,030,000

ORINDA

72 El Gavilan Road
Completely updated 5 bed/ 3.5 bath
contemporary tucked into Country
Club area of Orinda just minutes to

Highway 24. $2,595,000

ORINDA

46 lvy Drive

Ranch style 4 bed/ 3 bath home in
Sleepy Hollow w/ 2 additional
buildings for office/studio/exercise

& in-law unit. $1,599,000

LAFAYETTE
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New Price!

9 Mountain View Lane
Custom 4 bed/ 3.5 bath home on
9.93 private acres w/ views of the
Lafayette Reservoir, pool, &

surrounding hills.  ¢6 990 000

OAKLAND

3943 High Street

Stunning 2 bed/ 1 bath home
located in Laurel neighborhood
minutes to parks, Express bus to SF,

& Hwy 13. $825,000

ORINDA

48 Oak Road

Custom 3+ bed/ 3 bath 3594 sqgft
home on .82 acre lot. Master suite
includes fireplace, reading area, &

private deck. $2,295,000

ORINDA

T i [

29 Crescent Drive

Recently renovated 6 bed/ 3.5 bath
w/ lower-level apt/ in-law unit
complete w/ full kitchen, & separate

entrance. $1,550,000

LAFAYETTE

Nl =

?::IT__"_"‘___'F‘.-:T_ New Listing!

18 Benthill Court

Stunning 3013 sqft 4 bed/ 2.5 bath
contemporary home w/ views of
Mt. Diablo & downtown Walnut

Creek. $1,750,000

LIVERMORE

10 Storybook Lane

Perfect opportunity to build in
amazing setting near Mt. Diablo on
8 acre gated parcel w/ room for

horses & stable.

$895,000

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 « Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505

Visit www.villageassociates.com (UeENI S RaIINES

The Village
Associates:

Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner
Meara Dunsmore
Linda Ehrich
Joan Evans
Linda Friedman
Claudia Gohler
Dexter Honens I
April Matthews
Hillary Murphy
Karen Murphy
John Nash
Altie Schmitt
Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf
Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Steve Stahle
Clark Thompson

Angie Evans Traxinger

Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward

Margaret Zucker
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ASSOCIATES

It's Village. Of Course.

DRE#01301392



