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and neighbor.

Tara Rochlin

TaraRochlin.com

TaraRochlin@gmail.com
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withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

Annual Pear Harvest hauls in a surprising bumper crop for Food Bank

s

By Vera Kochan

Volunteers spend their morning picking pears for the Food Bank on Aug. 7.
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There was no need to use a
magnifying glass to spot this
season’s pears on the trees.
Hanging abundantly from all
branches, the pears were large
and in clusters, making the
limbs bow down to the pickers
for easy access. Given the con-
tinuation of another dry win-
ter, this year’s haul brought in
approximately 10,500 pounds
of pears for the Food Bank of
Contra Costa and Solano (more
than twice the size of last
year’s 3,000 to 4,000-pound
crop).

The one-day harvesting
event took place on a balmy
Aug. 7 morning with a bevy of
nearly 170 volunteers arriving
throughout the six-hour win-
dow to complete the labor of
love. Armed with cardboard
boxes and fruit picking poles,
the workers were instructed
not to pick any pears off the
ground, even if they looked
flawless.

“If they hit the ground we
don’t use them, because if they
are bruised they will ripen too

fast,” explained Karen Reed,
the event’s coordinator who
has been at the helm for over
18 years. “The pears look really
good this year; no spots on
them.” Fallen pears could be
taken home by volunteers or
were left on the ground for
Moraga’s woodland creatures
to feast upon.

The annual event was
sponsored by the Kiwanis Club
of Moraga Valley and Moraga
Park Foundation, with various
teen organizations and resi-
dents doing the pear picking.
The pickers worked on three
locations at properties owned
by the Moraga School District,
St. Monica Catholic Church,
and the Bruzzone family.

“This is my fourth time,”
said volunteer and Moraga
resident, Mine Heber. “I do this
to help the community. Last
time I brought my kids. This
year ’'m here with my hus-
band, Jorg.”

A family that picks to-
gether, sticks together!

MORAGA GARDEN CENTER

20% OFF camellias’

redeem your gift certificates now

Trees & Shrubs « Flowers & Vegetables
Soil Products & Fertilizers
Organic Products & Seeds

located at the Moraga Shopping Center
925-376-1810
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Hours of operation
Mon-5at 9am -6pm
Office and Yard.

Or call for an
appointment.

455 Moraga Rd. Ste. F

(925) 643-2026

www.SAspacc.com

Family Camp Out event brings a little bit

of the wilderness to Moraga

... continued from Page Al

Massimo Scapini also ad-
mits to being a first-timer
with 5-year-old daughter
Portia: “My wife talked me
into coming to this — she’s
over at the playground.”

Dinner was served at
6:30 p.m., with a menu con-
sisting of barbecue chicken,
hot dogs, hamburgers, salad,
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rolls, juice, soda and water.
After dinner, everyone made
their way to the amphithe-
ater for “Dante: Magician &
Family Entertainer.” No camp
out can be complete without
S’mores for dessert, and
that’s how the evening
wound down before a strictly
enforced lights out at 10 p.m.

Breakfast service began
on Sunday at 7:30 a.m. for

the early risers and consisted
of breakfast sandwiches,
bagels, fruit, juice and coffee
until 9 a.m. By 10 a.m., all
tents were expected to be
broken down and the camp
site cleaned up. Most parents
would agree that the entire
experience was like getting
back to nature without hav-
ing to drive for hours to get
there.
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Kids load their personally decorated rockets for lift-off
while Donald Scully (right) supervises.

Camp being set up by Massimo Scapini (left) and Athan

Bezaitis.

Town Council

Wednesday, Aug. 25, 6:30 p.m.

Planning Commission:

Tuesday, Sept. 7, 6:30 p.m.

Park and Recreation Commission:
Monday, Sept. 20, 7 p.m.

Moraga School District Board Meetings :
Special Board Meeting

Tuesday, Sept. 14, 6 p.m. www.moraga.k12.ca.us.
See also AUHSD meeting page A2



