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From left, second-time event campers the Colhoun family; first-time event camper Andrew Sargent brought five boys; and first-time event camper Nathan Thoms

Family Camp Out event brings a little bit of the wilderness to Moraga

By Vera Kochan

Rancho Laguna Park played host to another one of
the summertime town events organized by the
Parks and Recreation Department. Family Camp
Out was held Aug. 14-15 for the sixth time. The an-
nual event, like so many others, was skipped last
year due to COVID-19 mandates.

Beginning at 2 p.m. on Saturday, families
pitched a colorful array of tents, both large and
small, set up folding chairs, and broke out the ice
chests, while the kids played games on the large
lawn nearby. This was Brady Cooper’s first camp

Advertising

out, and the excitement was clearly registered on
the 10-year-old’s face, having just played Hula
Hoops and Cornhole with friends.

A per person fee of $27 included dinner,
breakfast the next morning, and entertainment in
between. At last count, 59 families had registered
at a total of 170 persons.

Parks and Rec Director Breyana Brandt was on
hand to greet the attendees at the check-in table
and see to all of the details for the event. Recre-
ation Coordinator Donald Scully also served as
jack-of-all-trades, in addition to spending the night
in a tent in case of emergencies. “I just bought this

tent at Costco,” he explained.

There were craft tables for the kids with op-
portunities to make headbands out of leaves or
decorate a rocket and watch it launched by a staff
member.

The majority of folks were experiencing Fam-
ily Camp Out for the first time. One dad, Athan
Bezaitis, brought his two daughters, Koralia, age 4,
and Nikoletta, age 2, but he will switch places with
his wife and she will camp overnight with the
girls. “Someone has to stay home and watch my
other two kids,” was his tongue-in-cheek excuse.

... continued on Page A4
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Orinda moves to make restrictions on short-term rentals permanent

By Sora O’Doherty

Following a public hearing on Aug. 3, the Orinda
City Council took the first step toward making per-
manent the urgency ordinance regulating short-
term rentals that was adopted by the city in re-
sponse to an incident in Orinda on Halloween in
2019 where multiple victims were shot and killed at
a party in a short-term rental. In the wake of the
shootings, the city council moved swiftly to enact an
urgency ordinance that required, among other
things, that short-term rentals could only occur
when the host lived on the property and was pre-
sent during the rental, that rentals must be for a
minimum of two days, and that short-term rentals
must be registered with the city. The urgency ordi-
nance also restricted the number of guests allowed
in short-term rentals. The city council approved the
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first reading of a permanent ordinance, that will re-
turn to the council on Sept. 7 for the second reading.

The new ordinance not only adopts the restric-
tions imposed by the urgency ordinance on short-
term rental (STR) units, but now had added restric-
tions that affect STR platforms, such as Airbnb. The
staff report noted that since 2019, the major STR
platforms have agreed to comply with local ordi-
nances that require registration numbers with their
listings, and prohibit transacting STR bookings if the
address is found to be out of compliance with local
regulations. The new Orinda ordinance has been
modeled on recently-adopted ordinances in other
California communities as well as incorporating the
previous urgency ordinance.

If adopted in September, the ordinance will be-
come effective on Oct. 7, with the exception of the
provision for imposing additional rules on the host-
ing platforms which will take effect in January 2022.

Sports
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The new ordinance would require hosting plat-
forms to prompt hosts to include the city-issued reg-
istration number in their listings. If notified by the
city that a listing is non-complaint, the hosting plat-
form must cease any booking transactions for the
listing within five days and may not resume until
notified by the city that the property is in compli-
ance with local registration requirements. Plat-
forms would also be required to retain records doc-
umenting compliance for three years.

When the matter came before the planning
commission, two commissioners voted against it,
commissioners Brandyn Iverson and Lina Lee.
When asked about this by Council Member Nick
Kosla, Planning Director Drummond Buckley ex-
plained that commissioner Lee did not elaborate but
commissioner Iverson raised an issue of being sup-
portive of property rights and wanting to limit the
amount of regulation. ... continued on Page A6
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Downtown housmg development heats up in Lafayette

By Lou Fancher

With new proposed state guidelines
signaling a big jump in Bay Area
housing allocation requirements,
Lafayette alongside other cities, towns
and counties in the region are
protesting. In the next eight-year allo-
cation cycle that begins in 2023, a
draft proposal coming from the Re-
gional Housing Needs Allocation
process adds to the demand to meet
higher residential development tar-
gets. Residential development and a
high number of new projects in-
progress or under review in down-
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Work continues on a new three-story mixed-use development that will
include 12 residential units at 210 Lafayette Circle in Lafayette.

town Lafayette are likely to be hot
topics this fall.

Three of the 10 approved major
development projects in Lafayette are
located on or near Lafayette Circle.

Four years after the existing com-
plex that included businesses and res-
idential property was destroyed in a
devastating fire in 2017, a new two-
story mixed use commercial building
at 100 Lafayette Circle has been ap-
proved which will include ground
floor retail and restaurant spaces with
offices above. Lafayette Planning and
Building Director Greg Wolff says,
“The property owner wanted to re-
build with commercial and office,

with the hopes of bringing back some
of the former tenants. The project is
approved, but not yet under construc-
tion. The project was designed by a
local Lafayette Architect, Clay Fry of
Studio FCF. It is the first new com-
mercial building since the Chase Bank
was approved in 2015.”

The development project earns
support from Save Lafayette President
Michael Griffiths based on unique dif-
ferences from other developments:
“First, it was a property that burned
down, and secondly, it’s not on a main
street,” he says. “Parking is already
difficult in that area, so that’s to be
considered. But looking at consistency
with the General Plan and then the
safety considerations, people can de-
cide for themselves if it’s acceptable.”

The project at 210 Lafayette Circle,
which is currently under construction,
includes 12 apartments, including two
below-market-rate (affordable) units.
The 25,450 square foot mixed-use
building will include 700 square feet
of ground floor commercial live/work
space and 26 parking spaces. Another
approved four-story multifamily
building of 20 units is a stone’s throw
from Lafayette Circle at 950 Hough
Ave. The development will include 20
condominium units, three of which
are below market rate, and 22 parking
spaces.

Griffiths supports some of the
city’s approximately 10 major down-
town housing developments, but takes
exception to others. He worries about
the impact of commercial tear downs
and more housing. One project Grif-
fiths highlights as most urgent for
people’s attention is the Corporate
Terraces development, known as
Lafayette Lane, located on First Av-

enue across from Whole Foods Mar-
ket, which he says will essential drive
out the small businesses currently lo-
cated on the site.

“Those small businesses are not
accommodated in the new map be-
cause the major margin is residential.
Even though the corporate park al-
ready there is useful, it’s better for the
developer if it’s only some commercial
and mainly residential. Is that what
Lafayette should be?”

The Woodbury Highlands devel-
opment currently under construction
at 3700 Mt. Diablo Blvd. is a 99-unit
condominium project that includes a
5,500 square foot clubhouse and over
20,000 square feet of outdoor usable
areas. The project, according to the
city of Lafayette’s Major Development
Projects website, demolished seven
existing commercial buildings totaling
over 90,000 square feet.

“We often get reactivity and peo-
ple coming to us when a project is al-
ready approved and being chal-
lenged,” Griffiths says in a phone in-
terview. Overall, Save Lafayette finds
it concerning that developers granted
by the city favorable exceptions and
waivers for issues such as height, set-
backs, parking, landscaping, and
meeting CEQA requirements, are able
to tear down viable commercial or
mixed-use properties and replace
them with housing at a profit.

Wolff says the city generally sees a
high degree of community awareness
about proposed downtown pro-
jects. “There are active community
organizations, the Chamber of Com-
merce and the Lafayette Homeowners
Council that all monitor such things
and are on our distribution list.

.. continued on Page A10

Lafayette Art & Wine Festival canceled

The Lafayette Chamber of Commerce

board of directors announced on Aug.
13 that the 2021 Lafayette Art & Wine
Festival is canceled.

In an email to the greater commu-
nity, Chamber Executive Director Jay
Lifson explained how the recent surge
in COVID-19 cases due to the Delta

variant made keeping the promise of

high safety standards at the event im-

possible.

“Because vaccinated people can
not only get the virus but can shed it as

well, it is difficult to see how we could

keep people safe,” he wrote.
Because the event is held in the

middle of downtown Lafayette, and
cannot be fenced in, there was no way
to enforce stricter protocols. “We con-
sidered making this a masked event for
everyone. Hard to enjoy eating, drink-
ing, socializing and dancing with a
mask on,” he said, noting that they ad-
ditionally could not figure out a way to

enforce the masking rule. “Our staff,
volunteers, police, CERT, security can
not monitor every person who chooses
to simply not comply with the rules. It
is confrontational, dangerous and does
nothing to create the wonderful vibe
we have been able to enjoy.”

-J. Wake
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Kurt Piper Group

613 Augusta Drive, Moraga
2 Bedroom | 2 Bath | 1262 sq. ft.
SOLD for $1,350,000

Kurt Piper
925 818 8000

kurtpipergroup.com
DRE 01130308
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10 Carnoustie, Moraga
4 Bedroom | 2.5 Bath | 3434 sq. ft.
SOLD for $1,550,000

$1,070/sq. ft.

Kurt Piper Group sets record sales price in MCC

Setting an all time record high for townhome sales in Moraga Country Club at $1,070
sq. ft., 613 Augusta Drive was beautifully remodeled, had a professionally landscaped
yard and is located just off the first fairway and a short walk to Club amenities.

*Sale price data is recorded on MLS and public tax record

Realtor® | Broker Associate

Kurt@KurtPiperGroup.com

and abides by Equol Housing Opportunity laws Lic
or withdrawal may be made without notice. No any description. All me

Kurt Piper Group
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Call the Kurt Piper Group to help maximize the value of your home.
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10 Berkshire Street, Moraga
3 Bedroom | 3.5 Bath | 2142 sq. ft.
SOLD for $1,185,000
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BLUE STRIPES

LEARN & PLAY LACROSSE THIS FALL!

“SUPER SUNDAYS"” LACROSSE CLINICS
K-5th, Co-Ed, No Pads, FUN!

Loaner Sticks Available

Powered by Acalanes Head Coach
Lorne Smith & Current Players

LEARN MORE & REGISTER
www.lornesmithlacrosse.com
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Proponents for local land
use control submit initiative
to state attorney general

By Jennifer Wake

Lafayette Mayor Susan Can-
dell is working with a group of
non-partisan, ethnically and
geographically diverse local
electeds and community ac-
tivists, led by Mayor Bill Brand
of Redondo Beach, to override
numerous state laws that
eliminate or severely erode
local control over local devel-
opment. The group submitted
a proposed initiative to the
State Attorney General for
summary and title on Aug. 16
to amend the Constitution of
California to make all land use
and zoning a municipal affair
only.

“Local communities are
best suited to determine how
to develop their cities while
balancing budgets against the
multitude of other challenges
each community uniquely
faces,” Candell said. What
concerns the mayor most is
that the housing legislation
being put forward by state
legislators has done nothing to
solve the real affordability
and homelessness crises in
California. “These laws are
increasing inequity and only
benefit developers and real
estate speculators,” she said.

For example, if Senate Bill
9 passes, Candell says any
single-family lot in Lafayette
can be split and converted to
up to six units without any
public hearing or CEQA re-
view.

“There are no exemptions
for lots in Very High Fire Haz-
ard Severity Zones like in our

neighborhoods north of High-
way 24 with single
ingress/egress,” Candell said.
“Since the rules of this legisla-
tion do not favor or encourage
existing homeowners to make
these changes, developers and
speculators will take the
profit, not the former home-
owners, at the expense of the
neighborhoods.”

And Candell believes Sen-
ate Bill 10 is even worse. “In-
stead of a single lot to six units
in SB 9, SB 10 allows conver-
sion of any lot into 14 units, by
right, with no local review.
And, most egregiously, none of
these units are required to be
affordable.”

According to Candell, La
Fiesta Square is currently for
sale in Lafayette and it is ex-
pected that it will be bought
and converted to a large
mixed-use project, with re-
tail/commercial on the bottom
floor, and residential above.
While she supports these
types of projects, she’s con-
cerned that the community
will have little, if any, input on
the project, which is one of the
biggest and most iconic cor-
ners in Lafayette.

“The state is also forcing
us to develop our BART park-
ing lots into denser and taller
housing than anywhere else in
our city, again without any
community input,” Candell
said. “We will lose the park-
ing for riders who need to
drive to BART, and the new
units have very little parking
required.

... continued on Page A10
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I'M SELLING LAMORINDA!

Moraga resident since 1966.
Sucessfully selling real estate
for over 35 years.

925.376.7T7T7
keith.katzman@compass.com
DRE # 00875484

FOR SALE

2145 Donald Drive
SOLD

o

264 Fernwood Drive

SOLD

136 Fiesta Drive
Represented Buyer

SOLD

27 Ramona
Represented Buyer

|
1997 Ascot Drive
Represented Buyer & Seller

1447 Camino Peral
Represented Buyer

New mural celebrating
diversity unveiled in

Lafayette

Photo provided

The new mural located at the corner of Mt. Diablo Boulevard

and Oak Hill Road in Lafayette.

When Lamorinda resident
Lara Dutto contacted Three
Thirty Three Arts, she hoped
to bring a public mural to
Lafayette that felt welcoming
to all cultures and celebrated
diversity. After over a year of
hard work, from the initial
design phase, to securing
funding, to gaining approval
from the city of Lafayette and
organizing the installation,
the Walnut Creek-based or-
ganization’s artists and 13
volunteers helped bring the
mural —located at the corner
of Mt. Diablo Boulevard and
Oak Hill Road - to fruition.
“The mission of our or-
ganization is to bring people
together to create public art-
works for the benefit of a
community,” said Three
Thirty Three Arts COO Tari
Loring. “The artwork is a
byproduct of the collabora-
tion between many different
people of various races and
ages coming together in a
unique way to create the art.”
The mural installation
spanned 3.5 days to com-
plete. On the first day, an
artist from Three Thirty
Three Arts painted the black
outlines of the artwork. Over
the following two days, two

of its artists led the group of
volunteers consisting of teens
and young adults who helped
fill in the colors and details.
Dutto worked alongside the
Three Thirty Three Arts team
throughout the process and
joined in to help paint as
well, said Loring.

The result is a vibrant
piece of art titled "Unity in
Diversity" that includes a
dragon, panther, Monarch
butterflies, and tropical flow-
ers. In addition to the art-
work, Loring said the entire
building wall was repainted
and some of the bushes were
replaced with new drought
tolerant plants.

Special thanks to Three
Thirty Three Arts lead artists
Pancho Pescador, Denis
Dukhvalov, Callan Romero, as
well as the 13 volunteers, Di-
amond Construction, Village
Associates Real Estate, First
Republic Bank, Lamorinda
Arts, the 33 individual
donors from the GoFundMe
campaign, the city of
Lafayette, Lafayette Chamber
of Commerce, and Dreyer's
(in-kind donation of ice
cream for the mural celebra-
tion event).

... continued on Page A10

Your Strategic Partner

When you're preparing your home for market, it makes sense to assess what
improvements can be made so that youre not leaving money on the table at
closing. But what are those improvements? Let’s work together well before a sale
so that you can benifit from my expertise as a strategic partner!

As always, | am here to help ... | listen and | care
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Lafayette
Public

TR Meetings

City Council

Regular Meeting

Monday, Aug. 23, 7 p.m.
Teleconference via City of Lafayette's

You Tube Channel:
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Planning Commission
Meeting

Tuesday, Sept. 7, 7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Design Review

Wednesday, Aug. 25, 7 p.m. Zoom
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube
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5 Lavina Court, Orinda
3 Bed | 2 Bath | 1,225 £Sq Ft | .25 *Acre

curb appeal including a carriage house

a desirable private backyard and serene
setting.

i Offered at $1,195,000 | 5LavinaCourt.com

Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives . .
925.285.8336

brydonivesteam.com

DRE 01408025 | 01367466

ERAL DSRANE Pl &id

roker licensed by the State of C: icense Number 01527235, All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is
gesin cy of any description.

iption. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already lsted. Nothing

garage door, paver driveway, and a lovely
covered front porch. This pristine home enjoys

BRYDON &IVES

compiled from sources deemed relicbie but is
g herein shall

Absolutely delightful property that is stylishly
updated throughout, loaded with character,
and sun-drenched in natural light. Located
on a fantastic cul-de-sac street with great
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youre ready to move. Your
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Town of Moraga:
www.moraga.ca.us
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and neighbor.

Tara Rochlin

TaraRochlin.com

TaraRochlin@gmail.com
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Annual Pear Harvest hauls in a surprising bumper crop for Food Bank

s

By Vera Kochan

Volunteers spend their morning picking pears for the Food Bank on Aug. 7.

Photos Vera Kochan

There was no need to use a
magnifying glass to spot this
season’s pears on the trees.
Hanging abundantly from all
branches, the pears were large
and in clusters, making the
limbs bow down to the pickers
for easy access. Given the con-
tinuation of another dry win-
ter, this year’s haul brought in
approximately 10,500 pounds
of pears for the Food Bank of
Contra Costa and Solano (more
than twice the size of last
year’s 3,000 to 4,000-pound
crop).

The one-day harvesting
event took place on a balmy
Aug. 7 morning with a bevy of
nearly 170 volunteers arriving
throughout the six-hour win-
dow to complete the labor of
love. Armed with cardboard
boxes and fruit picking poles,
the workers were instructed
not to pick any pears off the
ground, even if they looked
flawless.

“If they hit the ground we
don’t use them, because if they
are bruised they will ripen too

fast,” explained Karen Reed,
the event’s coordinator who
has been at the helm for over
18 years. “The pears look really
good this year; no spots on
them.” Fallen pears could be
taken home by volunteers or
were left on the ground for
Moraga’s woodland creatures
to feast upon.

The annual event was
sponsored by the Kiwanis Club
of Moraga Valley and Moraga
Park Foundation, with various
teen organizations and resi-
dents doing the pear picking.
The pickers worked on three
locations at properties owned
by the Moraga School District,
St. Monica Catholic Church,
and the Bruzzone family.

“This is my fourth time,”
said volunteer and Moraga
resident, Mine Heber. “I do this
to help the community. Last
time I brought my kids. This
year ’'m here with my hus-
band, Jorg.”

A family that picks to-
gether, sticks together!

MORAGA GARDEN CENTER

20% OFF camellias’

redeem your gift certificates now

Trees & Shrubs « Flowers & Vegetables
Soil Products & Fertilizers
Organic Products & Seeds

located at the Moraga Shopping Center
925-376-1810

AAAAR
RENT&SPACE

Store [t Yourselfl & Save

AA A

RENTE)SPACE

Nimre I Vauradlf § Nams

f @ @uiE(8)

Hours of operation
Mon-5at 9am -6pm
Office and Yard.

Or call for an
appointment.

455 Moraga Rd. Ste. F

(925) 643-2026

www.SAspacc.com

Family Camp Out event brings a little bit

of the wilderness to Moraga

... continued from Page Al

Massimo Scapini also ad-
mits to being a first-timer
with 5-year-old daughter
Portia: “My wife talked me
into coming to this — she’s
over at the playground.”

Dinner was served at
6:30 p.m., with a menu con-
sisting of barbecue chicken,
hot dogs, hamburgers, salad,

ENDS 8/31/21

by Fo Bin il

rolls, juice, soda and water.
After dinner, everyone made
their way to the amphithe-
ater for “Dante: Magician &
Family Entertainer.” No camp
out can be complete without
S’mores for dessert, and
that’s how the evening
wound down before a strictly
enforced lights out at 10 p.m.

Breakfast service began
on Sunday at 7:30 a.m. for

the early risers and consisted
of breakfast sandwiches,
bagels, fruit, juice and coffee
until 9 a.m. By 10 a.m., all
tents were expected to be
broken down and the camp
site cleaned up. Most parents
would agree that the entire
experience was like getting
back to nature without hav-
ing to drive for hours to get
there.

Photos Vera Kochan

Kids load their personally decorated rockets for lift-off
while Donald Scully (right) supervises.

Camp being set up by Massimo Scapini (left) and Athan

Bezaitis.

Town Council

Wednesday, Aug. 25, 6:30 p.m.

Planning Commission:

Tuesday, Sept. 7, 6:30 p.m.

Park and Recreation Commission:
Monday, Sept. 20, 7 p.m.

Moraga School District Board Meetings :
Special Board Meeting

Tuesday, Sept. 14, 6 p.m. www.moraga.k12.ca.us.
See also AUHSD meeting page A2
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EXPERIENCE MATTERS

Linda Ehrich
Healtor

. 1434
FLandakEhrseh. com
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Village
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Town After School
Enrichment Programs

Begin Sept. 3!

Register now at
moragarec.com
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Lafayette Plaza Center's newly refurbished sign complete

with functioning clock
By Vera Kochan

The Lafayette Plaza Center
sign has recently undergone
a face-lift, while the Moraga
Shopping Center sign is fol-
lowing close behind. Both
shopping centers were built
in the early 1960s by devel-
oper Russell Bruzzone using
a Spanish/ranch-style of ar-
chitecture. The phrase
“What’s old is new again”
couldn’t be truer when ap-
plied to the retro design of
the signs themselves.

Construction of
Lafayette’s Plaza Center at
3500 Mt. Diablo Blvd. (be-
tween First Street and Safe-
way) began in 1963. The 7-
acre site contained space for
20 stores. Fifteen olive trees
were planted along with
flowers, while a decorative
water fountain completed
the aesthetic appeal to shop-
pers. Off-street parking was a
big plus for customers who
had 377 spaces to choose
from.

In the early days of con-
struction, Bruzzone already
had several stores under
lease contracts or verbally
committed agreements.
Lucky’s supermarket boasted
over 20,000 square feet of
space (currently Whole
Foods), while Top Notch
(later to become McCaulou’s)
took up nearly 13,000 square
feet. Additional stores were:
MacTavish’s Ice Cream, Nick
the Barber, Guy’s Drugstore,
Robert Omo’s Men’s Clothing,
Imports by Hazel, Macil’s

- II..
wat

ey

Women’s Shop, Village Casu-
als, Robert Goddard Cam-
eras, Mobile Service Station,
and The Shoe Stable.

Bruzzone had hopes to
fill the remaining spaces
with a soda fountain/bakery,
a bar and restaurant, a
liquor store, a children’s
store, a combination laun-
dromat/dry cleaners and
possibly a beauty salon. Ac-
cording to a 1963 interview
with the Lafayette Sun news-
paper, Bruzzone stated, “I
believe that this shopping
center will be one that will
instill a great sense of pride
in our community’s
residents.”

Completed in 1964,
Lafayette Plaza Center’s sis-
ter, the Moraga Shopping
Center at 1450 Moraga Road,
was built on land that Bruz-
zone purchased from the
Utah Construction and Min-
ing Company. The property
that was once farmland
linked by dirt roads became
a go-to shopping destination
for locals.

While the Safeway su-
permarket was one of the
first stores in the Center, it
was originally located in the
space currently occupied by
McCaulou’s. The first Mc-
Caulou’s store was located
elsewhere within the center.
Other stores or services orig-
inal to the early days of the
Moraga Shopping Center
were: Moraga Shell Station,
Moraga Texaco, Bill Knox
Standard Station, Spanish
Manor Beauty Shop, Moraga
Liquors, Verde’s Evergreen

CT R

Photos Vera Kochan

Moraga Shopping Center's sign is on its way to beautification

with the help of a large crane

Nursery, Jack’s Barber Shop,
Dr. Raymond Kan (Op-
tometrist), Dr. William Beck-
ner (Pediatrics), Moraga
Cleaners & Laundry, Wells
Fargo Bank, K’s Carousel (an
ice cream parlor), Moraga
Camera Shop, Wagon Wheel
Delicatessen, Guy’s Moraga
Drugs, Texdahl & Johnson
Sporting Goods, Tipton Gifts,
Grande’s Shoes and The
Clothes Horse (a women’s
clothing store).

Old-timers living in
Lafayette or Moraga during
the 1960s will mostly likely
remember many of those
stores that no longer occupy
the current shopping centers,
but with the newly spruced-
up signs, it’ll seem just like
yesterday.

Special thanks to
Lafayette Historical Society
President Mary McCosker and
Lafayette Historical Society
Member Michael Troutman.

Quality Hearing Aids e In Ear Monitors ® Ear Mold Impressions

FREE Initial Consultation
Now taking Blue Cross, Blue Shield and Medicare.

Dr. Erik M. Breitling,

AUD.. CCO-A F *]..-‘khlﬂllll'.'ﬁ'.l.\
u.D., -A, FAAA

AU T OLOGY

3744 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite 100, Lafayette
(925) 262-4242 www.LamorindaAudiology.com

Swim Plugs ¢ Comprehensive Diagnostic Adult Hearing Evaluations

Hearing Aid Evaluations
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Local Kitchens

Micro Food Hall

$10 off with code
MORAGA10

localkitchens.com

Tamplen Plastic Surgery now in Orinda

Cosmetic Surgery
* Facelift

* Facial Implants
*  Neck Lift

Skin Care Services
* Chemical Peels
* Obagi® Consultation

Laser & Non-Surgical Services

* BOTOX® Cosmetic and Dysport®

* Cosmetic Removal of Moles & Skin Tags

* Fillers (UVEDERM®, JUVEDERM VOLUMA®, Restylane®)
* Fraxel Re:Store Laser Treatment

Before
* Nose Surgery

* Brow Lift
* Eyelid Surgery
e Ear Surgery

(\)

1801 Saint

Dr. Matthew Tamplen, who grew up in Lafayette and is a well-known Facial
Plastic Surgeon with Kaiser Permanente, just opened a private practice in

Downtown Orinda to better serve Lamorinda patients.
]
L4

Matthew Tamplen, MD
Orinda Office:
77 Moraga way Suite G, Orinda
925-254 -6710
TamplenPlasticSurgery.com
TAMPLEN

Double Board-Certified Facial Plastic and
Reconstructive Surgeon.

Bay Area
Greenscapes, Inc.

Synthetic Grass - Instollation - Landscaping
_--"'_'_'_F

Mary's Rd. Moraga, CA 94556

Phone (925) 819-2100

* New Landscap
* Residential &

* Design & Consulting
e Installation = Re-Landscape & Remodel
Commercial » Green Landscape Options

* Maintenance & Clean Ups * Synthetic Lawn Installation

CA Lic# 938445
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SALE PENDING

3149 Stanley Blvd (Representing Sellers)
3 Bed 2 Bath

1,657 Sq Ft

COMPASS

18 Acre Offered at $1,295,000

Make the Right
Move this Fall.

o

Dana Reedy
JD | Broker Associate
L 4152058050

DRE 01880723

dana@danareedyhomes.com

Mistake in bid causes difficulty for Orinda’s roads contract

By Sora O'Doherty

The city of Orinda avoided
threatened legal action by the
unusual step of allowing a re-
quest for proposals to lapse
without accepting any of the
submitted bids. The city had
intended to award the con-
tract for the year’s paving re-
habilitation project to
McGuire and Hester, but the

process was disrupted by the
firm’s request for bid relief.
Of the four bids submit-
ted, McGuire and Hester, a
corporation located in
Alameda, was the lowest by a
substantial amount. How-
ever, the firm legally re-
quested bid relief on July 9.
According to their attorney,
Kimberly Carone, this was
well within the five-day time
limit allowed under the Pub-

lic Contract Code. In an email
to the city council on Aug. 3,
Carone voiced the company’s
disagreement with Orinda
staff’s recommendation that
the council reject the request
for bid relief and proceed to
award the contract to
McGuire and Hester. Carone
said that it was undisputed
that the company had made a
clerical mistake in filling out
their bid because the numeri-

cal entries did not get up-
dated and fixed in the final
bid. Their corrected bid
would have been $3,772,424
rather than their submitted
bid of $3,387,016, a difference
of nearly $400,000.

The city council held a
very long closed session on
Aug. 3 without resolving the
issue. The matter was con-
tinued to a special meeting on
Aug. 9. After another closed

session to work on the prob-
lem, the council met in open
session. After hearing com-
ments from the public, in-
cluding the firm in question,
the city decided that, rather
than grant bid relief, it would
instead let all bids lapse and
reissue the request for pro-
posals.

Conversation continues on how to spend American Rescue Plan millions

By Sora O'Doherty

The city of Orinda is getting
approximately $4.8 million
from the American Rescue
Plan over two years. There
are complicated federal re-
quirements and restrictions
on the use of the funding, and
the Orinda City Council is try-
ing to assess how to make the
best use of the money. Among
the requirements, the funds
must be obligated by the end
of 2024 and expended by the
end of 2026.

* HARDWOODS
¢ CARPETS

* RUGS

* | INOLEUM

* TILE

* | AMINATE

FAMILY -OWNED
30 YEARS |

3344 Mt Diablo Bivd
in Lafayette
025-284-4440
lamorindafloors.com
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Unlike many jurisdictions,
Orinda is fortunate to be sur-
viving the COVID-19 pandemic
without running into deficit
spending. This is not the first
time the council has discussed
the use of the incoming funds.
They started the discussion
when considering the budget
and capital improvements
projects in June. The conver-
sation is also not at an end, as
new federal guidelines are ex-
pected to be available in Au-
gust, so the matter will return
to the council next month.
However, staff were seeking to
get a feeling for the council’s
preferred direction for the
funding.

The council maintains its
aim to use the money for one-
time capital improvements
that will not require ongoing
funding. Additionally, they
are looking for a few projects
that will be manageable, as
opposed to a broad array of
projects that would require

more staff attention and might
run the risk of not being com-
pleted by the program
deadline.

On Aug. 3, administrative
services director Paul Rankin
presented a report to the
council that made suggestions
in five categories for the use of
the money. Rankin suggested
spending $150,000 on local
roads safety plan implemen-
tation, $560,955 on facility
maintenance major compo-
nents, $500,000 on assessment
of technology and enhance-
ments, $556,767 on under-
funded or unfunded capital
projects, and $3 million on
storm water infrastructure.

For local roads safety,
staff suggested a guardrail on
Overhill Road. Council Mem-
ber Nick Kosla suggested that
a guardrail would also be ap-
propriate for a section of E1
Toyonal. For facility mainte-
nance, staff suggested a major
modernization of the library

public elevator. In the cate-
gory of technology, staff sug-
gested three projects: infor-
mation technology assessment
and strategic plan, $100,000;
funding to implement key in-
formation technology plan
recommendations, $200,000;
and records management sys-
tem, $100,000. The largest use
of the funds is proposed to be
the 2023-24 Storm Water Pro-
ject, with construction esti-
mated at $3 million.

In the underfunded/un-
funded capital projects cate-
gory, staff said that the direc-
tor of parks and recreation
suggests the Oaks Park
Restroom Replacement as a
potential candidate. At first
the council did not think this
was the best candidate. How-
ever, the project rose in prior-
ity when the council realized
that the building, which cur-
rently consists of is a wood
frame with shake roof built in
1992, may constitute a fire

hazard. The estimated cost is
$100,000. One project that rose
to a higher level of priority
with the council is the re-
placement of the missing dec-
orative tiles on the Orinda Li-
brary, which is highly visible
to the public. It had not been
included in the suggestions
from staff because it is already
a funded capital improvement
project, but the council sug-
gested that it could be effected
with the federal funds, leaving
more funding from other
sources dedicated to the li-
brary for other uses, including
funding longer library open-
ing hours or potentially post-
poning going back to the pub-
lic for another bond issue.

Having received the sense
of the council, staff will up-
date its proposal and present
it to the Finance Advisory
Committee at a public meeting
before returning to the city
council for final adoption of a
spending plan.

OSVP performs at Orinda Community Park through
August

Orinda Starlight Village Play-
ers performed “Tartuffe” by
Moliere at the opening per-
formance of the troupe’s 38th
season performing in the the-
ater at the Orinda Community
Park. For this season, all
shows are readers theater, a
minimalist style of perfor-
mance where no sets are used

and scripts are openly used by
the cast. Upcoming perfor-
mances include a mini 10-
minute play festival on Aug.
20, 21, and 22, and a triple
tryst of terror on Aug. 27, 28
and 29. Further details can be
found on the website,
https://orsvp.org/index-2.html
-- S. O’Doherty

Orinda Starlight Village Players perform "Tartuffe"

Photo Sora O'Doherty

Restrictions on ShOI‘ t-term rentals permanent

.. continued from Page Al

Council Member Darlene
Gee said she was glad to see

22 Bryant Way - Next to Casa Orinda
Visit our Snack Shop & play Lotto & Lottery

Mon-Sat5am-12am;Sun6am-11 pm

Orinda’s
Lowest
Gas Prices

the permanent ordinance,
glad to hear about the im-
provements it contains and to
hear that the platforms are
willing to assist the city. “I
feel very positive about tak-
ing this step,” she said, recall-
ing an “incredible moment in
Orinda’s history and a heart-

breaking one.”

Council Member Inga
Miller agreed with Gee, and
added that ensuring that
large parties with devastating
effects don’t occur outweighs
property rights. Mayor Amy
Worth concurred. She noted
that California Sen. Steve

Glazer shares the city’s con-
cern, having introduced a bill
that would allow for much
greater fines for city code vi-
olations by short-term
rentals. She also welcomed
the additional element of
platform reform.

Orinda pollce chief David Cook retiring

By Sora O'Doherty

City manager David Biggs in-
formed the Orinda City
Council on Aug. 3 that Orinda
police chief David Cook is re-
tiring at the end of Septem-
ber. Biggs noted that Cook,
who took up the post on Sept.
23,2019, had had a very
rough two years, with the
COVID-19 pandemic and so-
cial justice issues. Shortly af-
ter Cook started as chief,

Lamo archive

ORINDA

City Council Regular Meeting:
Tuesday, Sept. 7, 7 p.m.

By Teleconference Only
Planning Commission
Tuesday, Aug. 24, 7 p.m.

By Teleconference Only

Orinda was the scene of a
multiple-murder event at a
Halloween party in an
Airbnb rental.

Mayor Amy Worth
thanked Cook for his tremen-
dous leadership. She recog-
nized the expertise that Cook
brought to the job and his
willingness to help out in any
way. Worth promised that the
council will have an oppor-
tunity in the future to thank
him formally.

Supplemental Sales Tax
Oversight Commission
Wednesday, Sept. 8, 6:30 p.m.
By Teleconference Only



Wednesday, August 18, 2021

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get
rid of rats, mice and other rodents.

GUARANTEED

FREE In-Home Inspection,
Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount

) ) A
Call 925-433-3988 mﬂn“gﬂ
www.honestrodentproofing.com ﬂ‘]ﬂﬂm Plﬂﬂ,ﬁﬂg

Servicing the Bay Area to Sacramento

EXFERICNCE YOU CAN TEUST

925-377-0977
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Home Sales Sizzle!

It’s a great time to sell as strong buyer demand
continues to exceed supply.

Call me for a complimentary property evaluation and
expert advice on how to get the best price for your home.

Knowledge

Results

Frank Woodward

Realtor®, Luxury Property Specialist

T. 925.788.4963

COLDWELL BANKER
REALTY

E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com

©2021 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing
Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor
sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

By Sora O'Doherty

Although the Lamorinda Idol
finals were scheduled to return
to the Orinda Theatre, unfor-
tunate circumstances sur-
rounding the COVID-19 pan-
demic forced the organizers to
make a last minute change.
Organizers rapidly changed
the venue to the Orinda Com-
munity Park, setting up a per-
formance space, complete with
excellent sound equipment,
right on the grass, with
portable canopies providing
shade for both performers and
audience members during the

Neija Acke-Pa-gey and Lleyton Allen

warm sunny day on Saturday,
Aug. 14.

Following a long day of
competition, the final awards
were announced beginning at
7 p.m. Cassidy Semsky won for
her performance of “Shy” in
the kindergarten to second
grade solo category. Miranda
Klein took the top award in the
grades three to five solo for her
rendition of “Popular,” and
Sadie Poole won the top honor
for middle school solos with
“Alyssa Greene” while the high
school award went to Alec
Home, who performed
“Evermore.”

Miranda Klein and Anna

Tanner took the K-5 group
award for “What Is This Feel-
ing/For Good.”

Svea Peterson and Sadie
Poole won the top honors for a
middle school group with
“Wondering,” and the high
school group award went to
Neija Ackdoe-Pagey and Lley-
ton Allen for their rendition of
“California Dreaming.”

Closing out the competi-
tion, Alexis Lee took the audi-
ence award for “Beautiful.” It
was Lee’s third Idol competi-
tion and her first win. She
vowed to return.

Established in 2006, Lam-
orinda Idol is a singing pro-
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ole and Svea Peterson Photos Sora O’Doherty
gram open to students in
kindergarten through 12th
grade who either attend school
or reside in Contra Costa
County. Singers may enter as
soloists or in groups. Students
from outside Contra Costa
County are permitted to partic-
ipate in the group categories,
provided that at least one
member of the group meets the
residential requirement. The
2021 competition ran from
April through August. The
competition is a labor of love
and involves a huge number of
volunteers. The Lamorinda
Weekly is one of the sponsors
of the competition.

Miranda Klein and Anna Tanner

ORINDA | $1,349,000

This nature lover’s, single-level 4br/3.5ba retreat is a peaceful hideaway w/an elevated gazebo and bonus guest house! www.24TarabrookDr.com

Vlatka Bathgate 925.597.1573
vlatka.bathgate@cbnorcal.com | CalRE #01390784
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Helpful mitigation tips to keep wildfires at bay

Photo courtesy MOFD

This vegetation fire in Sanders Ranch on Oct. 11, 2020 was ignited by a resident mowing tall grass.

By Jennifer Wake

While lightening strikes were
to blame for several recent
California wildfires, the ma-
jority of fires are sparked
from a human source, accord-
ing to the Contra Costa County
Fire Protection District. On
Aug. 9 ConFire announced two
arson arrests and 14
fireworks-related citations by

its Fire Investigation Unit in-
vestigators in the month of
July. Lafayette, Moraga and
Orinda police officers also is-
sued five fireworks citations
between July 11 and July 24.

But fireworks aside, even
the simple act of mowing
grass, if not done properly,
can lead to disaster.

A one-alarm grass fire on
Oct. 11, 2020 in Moraga’s

Sanders Ranch area that re-
quired four fire agencies to
extinguish was caused by a
resident who was mowing tall
grass behind a house. The fire
burned 30 acres and took two
hours to contain. At the time
of the blaze, Moraga-Orinda
Fire District Chief Dave Win-
nacker said that during his
time with the district three of
the four significant vegetation

fires had been caused by resi-
dents carrying out late season
fuel mitigation work.

Due to the extreme
drought conditions, vegetation
is at a critical level of dryness
and local fire districts urge
residents to be cognizant of
potential hazards involved in
fuel mitigation. The California
Wildland Fire Coordinating
Group advises not to use lawn
mowers on weeds or dry
grass, reminding folks that
metal blades striking rocks
can start a fire, and to mow
before 10 a.m. (but not when
it’s windy or excessively dry).
The CWFCG also says to keep a
shovel, fire extinguisher, and

Wednesday, August 18, 2021

cell phone handy in case
problems arise and to avoid
driving cars on dry grass,
since hot exhaust pipes and
mufflers can be a source of
ignition.

ConFire’s FIU urges resi-
dents to help them fight the
crime of arson across the
county by calling the Arson
Tip line at 1-866-50-ARSON.
Tips can be anonymous, but
all tips are treated confiden-
tially. Fire investigators some-
times need additional infor-
mation, so inclusion of name
and phone number is encour-
aged. For other fire safety tips,
visit www.cccfpd.org or
www.mofd.org

Board of Directors
Wednesday, Aug. 18, 6 p.m.

ConFire
Board of Directors

Fire District Public Meetings

Moraga-Orinda Fire District

For meeting times and agendas, visit www.mofd.org

Regular Meeting: Tuesday, Sept. 14, 1 p.m.

For meeting times and agendas, visit www.cccfpd.org

Back to school Wlth ]oy ... and COVID-19 guidelines
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Photo Sora O'Doherty

Principal Brian Sullivan has resumed his practice of greeting
students and parents daily during drop off and pickup at
Donald Rheem Elementary School in Moraga.

By Sora O'Doherty

Two of Lamorinda’s three
municipalities started the
new school year with new su-
perintendents, but everyone
was well prepared for the

challenges of keeping stu-
dents safe while the COVID-19
pandemic lingers. All staff,
teachers, and volunteers at
area schools will be required
to be vaccinated, a task that
doesn’t present much of a

challenge with local vaccina-
tion rates hovering around
90%. With few exceptions,
everyone on campus will be
required to be masked when
indoors. For those who, for
health reasons, cannot be
masked, alternatives include
face shields with a drape af-
fixed to the bottom edge.

Julie Parks, former prin-
cipal of Orinda’s Miramonte
high school, now superinten-
dent of the Moraga School
District, posted a 20-minute
video to YouTube, explaining
the complex and sometimes
confusing requirements for
home health checks, hygiene
and sanitation, daily class-
room cleaning, masking, test-
ing, and quarantining, along
with updated information on
ventilation and air quality.
She explained how require-
ments are filtered down from
the national level, where the
Center for Disease Control
makes recommendations,
that are adapted for Califor-
nia by the California Depart-
ment of Health, from which
the Contra Costa County
health services come up with
local policies for implemen-
tation.

There will be quarantine
requirements for persons ex-
posed to active COVID-19 in-
fected individuals, and those
requirements vary with vac-
cination and mask status. On
the bad news side of the bal-
ance, there will be no field
trips from Moraga schools for
the foreseeable future, but on

the positive side, the school
hot lunch program will con-
tinue. More good news is that
when students are masked,
social distancing is not re-
quired.

Families will be expected
to perform home health
checks daily, and to keep stu-
dents home from school if ill,
but they will no longer be re-
quired to submit verifica-
tions. Teachers will continue
to provide schoolwork for
students who must stay home
because of illness or expo-
sure, but will also offer sup-
port upon the child’s return
to school. COVID-19 testing
will be offered throughout the
local school districts, so that
everyday testing will be
available, if not at a child’s
school, at a school not too far
away.

All of the schools in the
districts have updated HVAC
systems that provide filtered
air. If air quality is poor, the
classrooms can be closed to
rely on the improved air
quality indoors, but if the air
quality is good, opening
classrooms to fresh air will be
encouraged. Classrooms will
be cleaned daily. Additional
cleaning supplies will be
available in classrooms, and
students will be encouraged
to wash their hands often,
with sanitation stations re-
maining on campus in addi-
tion to well-supplied bath-
rooms. In the event of a case
of COVID at school, the af-
fected classroom will be

cleaned and disinfected. In
addition, in the event of a
case at school, contact tracing
will be effected.

By late Friday afternoon,
Aug. 13, messages started ap-
pearing on social media with
parents complaining about
"very vague" notices from the
Orinda Union School District
regarding positive cases
within the OUSD school com-
munity. Another parent said
they received notification
from the Acalanes Union
School District.

Contacted by The Lamor-
inda Weekly, new OUSD su-
perintendent Aida Glimme
responded to the parents’
concerns on Saturday, Aug.
14. She explained that the
district is following the same
communication protocols
given to them by the county,
required by the California
Department of Public Health.

Glimme said that OUSD
would start a COVID-19 dash-
board this week. She dis-
cussed how the district is try-
ing to navigate a very difficult
situation, striving to protect
students from being ostra-
cized while at the same time
providing as much informa-
tion as possible to those who
may have immunocompro-
mised family members. She
herself is a parent in exactly
that situation.

.. continued on Page A10

Public Safety

Emergency response:

Emergency: 24 Hours

Police Dispatch: 24 Hours
925-284-5010

Nixle: Text your zip code to 888777

or go to www.nixle.com

Lafayette Police Department:

3471 Mt. Diablo Blvd. 925-283-3680

Chief of Police, Ben Alldritt
925-299-3221

Police Department Tip Line
94549Tip@gmail.com

Police Department Traffic Issues
94549Traffic@gmail.com

Moraga Police Department:

329 Rheem Blvd., 925-888-7055

Chief of Police, Jon King ext. 7049

Orinda Police Department:

22 Orinda Way 925-254-6820

Chief of Police, David M. Cook

925-254-6820

Orindatip@cityoforinda.org

911

Lafayette Police
Department

Incident

Summary

Report

July 25 - Aug. 7

Alarms 44
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 14
Traffic 64
Suspicious Circumstances 5
Suspicious Subject 14
Suspicious Vehicle 14
Service to Citizen 25

Patrol Req./Security Check 68

Pubic/School Assembly Check 0
Supplemental Report 22
Vacation House Check 41
Welfare Check 17
Ordinance Violation 3

Vehicle violations

Hit And Run Misdemeanor
3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
1100 Block Sierra Vista Way

Reckless Driving
Moraga Rd./Mt. Diablo Blvd.
3400 Block Hamlin Rd.

Tc - Property Damage

Herman Dr./Moraga Rd.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)

1000 Block Brown Ave.

Moraga Rd./St Marys Rd.

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3600 Block Happy Valley Rd.
Vehicle Theft

1000 Block 2Nd St.
Other criminal activity
Computer Fraud

3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Fraud Credit Card

4000 Block Canyon Rd.
Fraud False Pretenses

Police Department
Grand Theft

3400 Block Monroe Ave.
Grand Theft Veh Parts

3200 Block Rohrer Dr.
Identity Theft

Police Department

3600 Block Cerrito Ct. (2)

600 Block Doreen Way (2)
Panhandling

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Petty Theft

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

10 Block Brookdale Ct.

900 Block Carol Ln.

3500 Block Terrace Way

3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Shoplift

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-domestic

3700 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3200 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Drunk In Public

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Loud Music

500 Block Mcbride Dr.

3300 Block N Lucille Ln.
Loud Noise

400 Block Florence Dr.

3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Los Palos Mnr/Glenside Dr.
Loud Party

3500 Block Boyer Cir.

3300 Block Walnut Ln.

700 Block Solana Dr.
Public Nuisance

1000 Block Dewing Ave. (2)

1000 Block Windsor Dr.

Brown Ave./Deer Hill Rd.

500 Block St. Mary's Rd.
3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Vandalism
Police Department
50 Block Lafayette Cir.
Other
Animal Cruelty
3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
3200 Block Old Tunnel Rd.
Fire/Ems Response Info
Pleasant Hill Rd./Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Reliez Valley Rd./La Caminita
Springhill Rd./Pleasant Hill Rd.
1000 Block Stuart St.
1200 Block Pleasant Hill Rd.
3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Hester Ln./Happy Valley Rd.
H&S Violation
1St St./Golden Gate Way
Harassment
3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Threats
900 Block Hough Ave.
Unwanted Guest
3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Violation Custody Order
3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
1200 Block Pleasant Hill Rd.
1200 Block Warner Ct. (2)
3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Moraga Police
Department
Incident
Summary
Report
July 27 - Aug. 9
Alarms
911 Calls (includes hang-ups)
Traffic
Suspicious Circumstances
Suspicious Subject
Suspicious Vehicle
Service to Citizen
Patrol Req./Security Check
Supplemental Report
Vacation House Check
Welfare Check
Pubic/School Assembly Check
Ordinance Violation
Vehicle violations
Dui Misd
Olympic Blvd.
Excessive Speed
Miramonte Dr.

6

9
2
2
1
1
6
14
10
8
9
3
3
0

Moraga Way/El Camino Moraga

Moraga Way/Coral Dr. (2)

Moraga Way/School St

Moraga Way/Ivy Dr. (2)
Hit And Run Misdemeanor

Rheem Blvd./Moraga Rd.
Reckless Driving

Moraga Rd./St. Marys Rd.

Moraga Way/School St.
Other criminal activity
Corporal Injury Spouse

20 Block Sullivan Dr.
Forgery

1100 Block Moraga Way
Fraud False Pretenses

100 Block Draeger Dr.
Grand Theft

400 Block Woodminster Dr.
Petty Theft

1300 Block Rimer Dr.

100 Block Calle La Montana

3900 Block Paseo Grande

Safeway

Homegoods

Not Available
Shoplift

Cvs
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-domestic

1800 Block Joseph Dr. (2)
Disturbing The Peace

Rimer Dr/Oxford Dr.

1900 Block Ascot Dr.
Loud Music

10 Block El Camino Flores

300 Block Rheem Blvd.

Hacienda (2)

Canyon Club Brewery

100 Block Ascot Ct.
Loud Noise

Hacienda

Not Available
Loud Party

500 Block Augusta Dr.

El Camino Flores/Baitx Dr.
Public Nuisance

Country Club Dr./Canyon Rd.
Vandalism

Rancho Laguna Park

2000 Block Ascot Dr.

Rheem Blvd./Moraga Rd.
Other
Fireworks

60 Block Wandel Dr.
Mentally Il Commit

Not Available

ORINDA

Orinda Police Department
Incident Summary
Report
July 25 - July 31
Alarms
911 Calls (includes hang-ups)
Traffic
Suspicious Circumstances
Suspicious Subject
Suspicious Vehicle
Service to Citizen
Patrol Req./Security Check
Supplemental Report
Vacation House Check
Welfare Check
Pubic/School Assembly Check
Ordinance Violation
Vehicle violations
Accident Injury

Camino Pablo/Camino Sobrante
Reckless Driving

El Toyonal/Camino Pablo
Tc - Property Damage

Orinda Way/Camino Pablo

%]
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Other criminal activity
Embezzelment

Camino Sobrante
Panhandling

Camino Sobrante (2)
Petty Theft

70 Block El Gavilan Rd.

10 Block Ramona Dr.
Petty Theft From Veh

300 Block El Toyonal
Warrant Arrest

Wilder Blvd./Gateway Blvd..
Nuisance to the Community
Loud Party

10 Block Heather Ln. (2)
Other
Barking Dog

100 Block Leslee Ln.
Fire/Ems Response Info

Eb Sr 24 At Camino Pablo
Terrorist Threats

10 Block Sycamore Rd.
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Letters to the editor

More on fireflow tax

Prolific letter-writer Steve
Cohn continues to tilt at the
windmill of the fireflow tax
rate. (Lamorinda Weekly
Aug. 4,2021.) He continues to
argue that Moraga residents
are not paying their fair
share, even though their rate
is the same as Orinda’s. What
he lacks in analysis, he ob-
scures with a dizzying and
dazzling presentation of
numbers. But the basic flaw
in his analysis continues to be
this incorrect assumption: “it
is not unreasonable to assume
that the cost to provide ser-
vice to Moraga is 47% of the ...
property tax revenue....” The
47% figure is based on the
percentage of firefighters sta-
tioned in Moraga and the per-
centage of the total population
served in Moraga and
Canyon.

But if firefighters sta-
tioned in one city only served
that city, there would be no
reason for a multiple-city dis-
trict. If a fire station located
in Moraga is closer to a fire in
Orinda than a fire station lo-
cated in Orinda, the Moraga
station will respond. The

whole point of a unified Dis-
trict was to ignore the line
separating Orinda from Mor-
aga. Moreover, one could
posit many reasons why
Orinda should pay more:
higher assessed and market
valuation; higher risk due to
being closer to likely source of
wildfire (the northeast);
Orinda having a 12% greater
population; among other
reasons.

Nick Waranoff
Orinda

Photo book for Kenny

Like many of you, I am heart-
broken that Moraga Garden
Center is closing. In celebrat-
ing Kenny’s 40+ years of
work, I am working to create
a photo book for Kenny, with
your help. I would like to
photograph plants that were
purchased from the Moraga
Garden Center and which are

925-377-0977

now thriving in your garden.
If there is a story to go along
with the plant(s), I will also
try to feature it in the book.
The first copy will be for
Kenny. If it makes financial
sense, I will make a limited
run book and proceeds from
the sale will be given to Kenny
and his wife.

If you would like to share
your story and would like me
to photograph your plant for
the book, please contact me
via email at moragagarden-
centerphoto@gmail.com. My
background is in fine arts and
I am a photography professor
at Santa Clara University.

I am looking forward to
hearing from you.

Takeshi Moro
(Submitted by Sandy Burgess,
Moraga)

Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and not necessarily those of the
Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will include the writer's name and city/town of residence --
we will only accept letters from those who live in, or own a business in, the communities comprising
Lamorinda (please give us your phone number for verification purposes only). Letters must be
factually accurate and be 350 words or less; letters of up to 500 words will be accepted on a
space-available basis. Visit www.lamorindaweekly.com for submission guidelines. Email:
letters@lamorindaweekly.com; Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, PO.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

45th Anniversary of the
Lafayette-Moraga Regional
Trail celebrated

Founders celebrate the 45th anniversary of the
Lafayette-Moraga Regional Trail with EBRPD directors.

By Sora O’Doherty

The East Bay Regional Park
District on Aug. 5 celebrated
the 45th anniversary of the
Lafayette-Moraga Regional
Trail, one of the first rails-to-
trails projects in California,
and to unveil a permanent
information panel at the site
of the original Trail’s dedica-
tion that occurred on July 4,
1976. The celebration also
honored the founders of the
trail, who spoke at the event.

Many speakers honored
the trail, including represen-
tatives of Congressman Mark
DeSaulnier and Supervisor
Candace Andersen, EBRPD
President Dee Rosario, Don
Goode from the original trails
committee, and Jerry Kent,
retired EBRPD Director. Fol-
lowing the unveiling, EBRPD
sponsored an ice cream social
for all in attendance, as well
as trail users who happened
to pass by.

The 7.7-mile linear park,
now an integral part of daily
life in Lamorinda, was con-
ceived by two young women
many years ago. Founder
Lynn Hiden told the audience
that Barbara Grigg had
thought of the trail idea about
a decade before she became
involved. Grigg was looking
for a safe route to school for
her child at the time. As the
idea percolated, the town of
Moraga and the East Bay Re-
gional Park District became
involved, and there was a
grant to build bridges over
the creeks crossed by the trail
route.

The other trail founder,
Avon Wilson, attributed the
success of the project to “two
PTA ladies who were able to
persist.” Wilson had moved
to Reliez Valley Road with two
small children, and was hor-
rified by the traffic along the
route to the school bus stop.
“With Lynn,” she said, they
found a way. “Lynn would

have called God,” she added,
“if it were important to do
so.” Hiden did all the work
on the layout of the trail, Wil-
son said, while she did all the
cost figures. They went to the
Lafayette City Council “in our
short skirts and bouffant
hair.” One of the council
members asked, “Did you
write this yourself girls?” The
project was the result of a lot
of citizen caring and support,
she said. “Moving to
Lafayette 50 years ago was
the best thing that ever hap-
pened to me,” she concluded,
“and you are part of it.”

George Fisher, the chair
of the advisory committee,
worked for five years on the
planning and environmental
documents that needed to be
prepared. Ed Chu worked on
the landscaping, and Moraga
Mayor Mike McCluer talked
about how the trail came to
be extended to Moraga. The
whole idea, he noted, is a re-
gional spine connecting to the
27.7 mile Iron Horse Trail,
formerly used by trains, that
runs from Pleasanton to Con-
cord.

McCluer said that his
family has used the trail for
over 30 years, and that it has
been one of the mainstays of
the community during the
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pandemic, providing a sense
of normality and access to the
health benefits of interacting
with nature. Lafayette Mayor
Susan Candell called the trail
a lifeline through Lafayette
dedicated to extending access
to the city.

Assemblymember Re-
becca Bauer-Kahan said that
the trail showed that “when
women step up and lead,
great things happen.” She
added that the value of the
trail is that it shows how to
get people out of their cars, to

- reduce our carbon footprint,

and provide safe routes to
schools as well. She praised
EBRPD as great stewards of
the land.

The Lafayette-Moraga
trail parallels St. Mary's Road
through Lafayette and Mor-
aga. It is intended for hiking,
bicycling, and equestrian use.
According to the EBRPD web-
site, the trail was once used
by mule trains to carry red-
wood from Oakland to Sacra-
mento. Later, when the mule
trains had passed into history,
the lumber was carried by
steam trains, including the
Oakland-Antioch and Eastern
Railroad, the San Francisco-
Sacramento, and the Sacra-
mento Northern, for which
the easement was historically
named.

The website also de-
scribes the trail: “The north
end of the trail begins at a
staging area at Olympic
Boulevard and Pleasant Hill
Road in Lafayette, south of
Highway 24, and ends at East
Bay Municipal Utility Dis-
trict's (EBMUD) Valle Vista
staging area at the outskirts
of Moraga, bordering San Le-
andro Reservoir and Rein-
hardt Redwood Regional
Park. (A permit is required to
hike in EBMUD lands; call
(510) 287-0469.) The trail
makes connections to a vari-
ety of schools (including Saint
Mary's College), regional
trails (Briones-to-Las Tram-
pas), local parks (Moraga
Commons), and commercial
areas in downtown Moraga.”
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F & F Pro Painting Inc.

Residential & Commercial

- e . Interior
unb“f‘::s - Exterior
pri _r__,..-' - Cabinet refacing
- call today
z ]
/ " l for a Free

Estimate!
D 925-238-45%45
9 0 925-775-5036

Host your next event
at Orinda Masonic Center

Perfect for receptions, meetings, classes, and

all types of gatherings. We offer discounted rates for
local and civic organizations.

Call us today at 925-254-5211
Or go to rentorindalodge.com to inquire.
See you soon!

i
Wf E
MONVE COORDINATORS

All-Women Company Serving
East Bay Residents for Over 20 Years

COMPLETE MOVE &
COORDINATION SPECIALISTS

* CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION *

FULL PACKING & UNPACKING SERVICES
PACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

plan, sort, pack, label and help with what to keep, toss, donate, consign

UNPACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

pixtig furnsture, SEEng up kichen, srgaainiag ciebels. Capbodits and drawers

Insured, Bonded, and Green
Nominated by SCORE 925.330.1988

for Outstanding hefip@carelreamoves.nel
Woman-0wned Small Business Wi crefreamawes. net

LIVING TRUST
*895

* Trust Agreement
COMPLETE

* Pour Over Will
Valid until September 29, 2021

* Guardianship of Minor Children
* Power of Attorney for Finance
Law Offices of

Lauren Smykowski

* Transfer of Real Property
» Advanced Health Care Directive

INITIAL

CONSULTATION Notary Services Included!

(925) 257-4277
www.smykowskilaw.com
laurensmy@gmail.com

Office Located in Walnut Creek

Surprisingly
great rates

right around
the corner.

Kelly Sopak, Agent Insurance
Lic#: 0D03981 1 Northwood
Drive Suite 1 Orinda, CA 94563
Bus: 925-253-7700

Email: kelly@kellysopak.com
Website: www.kellysopak.com

I'm your one-stop shop for
the service you deserve at a
price you want. Call me for
surprisingly great rates and
Good Neighbor service right
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm s there®

Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

o StateFarm’

2001878
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CALL TOM
FOR A FREE
ESTIMATE

Since 1993!
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator
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TREE SCULPTURE

COMPLETE TREE CARE
Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!
Fully Insured <« Certified Arborists <+ License #655977
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com

Building
Foundations

e Lifting
e Leveling
e Stabilizing

-—r'-""

UNDERPIHNIHG

RENERLL CEONTRAETER LIE. BEPIIE

707 310-0602

www.bayareaunderpinning.org

WERERLL
LIE

CEATRACTAR

When | say “good,”
you say “neighbor.”

=2
Mike Rosa

Agent

925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: OF45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga

P097314.1

Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

o StateFarm-

State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL
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rockridgefurniture.com

3048 CLAREMONT AVENUE BERKELEY 510-652-5753

Downtown housing in Lafayette

... continued from Page A2

We also highlight items of community inter-
est like newly proposed projects in the down-
town in the Weekly Roundup and social
media.”

Griffiths as a spokesperson for Save
Lafayette says his comments are not aiming
to zap city council members or the city plan-
ning department with a blitz of objections.
Instead, the main point he makes is that resi-
dents interested in the design and direction
of Lafayette need to make an investment of
time and energy.

He suggests residents visit the Save

Lafayette website, examine the projects de-
tailed on the city’s Major Development Pro-
jects webpage, participate in the virtual
Housing Element Walking Tour, and speak up
at virtual city council meetings where city of-
ficials are prepared (and likely eager) to hear
their comments.

For more information, visit:
https://1afayette.icitywork.com/
savelafayette.org
www.planlafayette.org

Self-Guided and Virtual Walking Tour —

City of Lafayette General Plan Update

Proponents for local land use control

... continued from Page A3

The loss of local land use control erodes the abil-
ity of local communities to plan for future envi-
ronmental and economic challenges and support
the critical infrastructure necessary for public
health and safety services including schools, po-
lice and fire services.”

Without the city council’s or planning com-
mission’s ahility to control land use in Lafayette,
Candell says they are left with profit-driven de-
velopers and speculators “planning” the city.
“Our community has lost the ability to prepare
and plan for the impacts to our critical infra-

structure for which we are responsible,” she said.

“In the case of La Fiesta Square, our community
will be forced to accept anything they propose if

they follow state laws.”

Once the Attorney General files the initiative,
he will then send it to the Department of Finance
and the Legislative Analyst’s offices before it’s re-
turned to the AG for final wording. Once propo-
nents receive the Title and Summary, they will
have 180 days to collect 1.3 million signatures
across the state to get it on the November 2022
ballot.

“We know this will be a very big and expen-
sive effort, only to be followed by an expected
push back by big money developers, real estate
speculators and big tech leading up to the elec-
tion,” Candell said. “Our residents have time and
time again supported local leaders over the state’s
‘one-size-fits-all’ bad policies, so we are confident
that we will be successful in our efforts.”

Sign up for the Lamorinda Local Initiative Information Night scheduled for Thursday, Aug. 26
at 7 p.m., at: https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_M_8bay4IRR-05RONWS5wWIEQ

LeapFrog Plumbing

Got gas? Many people
think plumbers deal only
with water and sewage.
Not true! We install and
repair all types of gas lines
and fixtures too.

eapFrog Loot
$25 off

A Rumoing job _
LeapFrog Loot

$100 off

Gas line installation
over $600°

1 LeapFrog Loot
$100 off

1 Tankless water heater
1 installation’

1 coupon pe?servnce, exp 8/31/21

We Hop Io It!

Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993

! ©9377-6600 L

CA Li
o065 Www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

|-|

Mo’s sizzling
~ summer
specials...

* Outdoor kitchens
* New gas lines for cooktops

and dryers
* Fire pits & patio heaters
* Pool heaters & hot tubs
* Natural gas barbecues I
We're poly-pipe certified, (better than iron) |

LR il |

Approved vendors of PG&E

New mural in Lafayette

... continued from Page A3

In the coming weeks Three Thirty Three
Arts will be installing a plaque on the mural
wall. “We're also currently editing video
footage of the mural installation process that

An army
of artistic
volunteers
work on
new
Lafayette
mural.

Photo
provided

will be shared at www.333arts.org and social
media accounts,” Loring said.

“I think we successfully accomplished the
mission with this mural in Lafayette,” said
Loring, “and we look forward to more collabo-
rations in the community!” - J. Wake

Back to school

... continued from Page A8
last year.

classroom. This was not done

protecting sensitive medical
information.

The new superintendent said
that she planned to send more
information on the process to
parents on Aug. 16.

Glimme clarified that the
district is practicing a strict
contact tracing protocol. Per-
sons who have been within six
feet of a person identified as
testing positive for COVID for
at least 15 minutes are consid-
ered close contacts. Parents of
students deemed close con-
tacts will be notified by a tele-
phone call immediately.
Quarantine requirements de-
pend on a number of circum-
stances, including whether or
not the person was masked
and/or vaccinated.

In response to the desire
of some parents for more in-
formation and more trans-
parency, the district is also no-
tifying parents of students who
were not in close contact with
a case but are in the same

Glimme said that as a par-
ent and an administrator, she
is very sensitive to the situa-
tion in which parents now find
themselves. But she also
wants to squash the rumor
mill. “We want to be really
transparent without violating
student privacy in this very
delicate situation,” she said.
Some parents feel that there is
too much communication, and
other parents want to know
everything. The district is try-
ing to thread the needle of be-
ing transparent while also

Lastly, Glimme empha-
sized that there have been no
cases of COVID-19 being trans-
mitted at school because
school has just returned to
session. Cases being reported
now happened over the sum-
mer break.

“It’s a really hard time
that we are dealing with, a
new reality that we are trying
to navigate,” Glimme acknowl-
edged. “What can we as a
community do outside of
school to prevent the spread of
COVID at school?”

To view local school district information, visit:

https://www.lafsd.k12.ca.us

https://www.moraga.k12.ca.us
https://www.orindaschools.org
https://www.acalanes.k12.ca.us

Dr. Parks’ video can be accessed at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6rAxIjNUo2w
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Backstage at Lafayette’s Town
Hall Theatre

Town Hall's Managing Director Dennis Markam in front of stage

By Vera Kochan

In 1914 the Town Hall The-
atre — the “oldest continu-
ously active theatre company
in Contra Costa County,” ac-
cording to its website — of-
fered its first event: a Grand
Ball.

Additional such events
became so popular that the
Oakland-Antioch & Eastern
Railway provided special
trains with a stop at West
Lafayette, where passengers
could disembark near the
Town Hall to attend din-
ner/dance parties. The pro-
ceedings would usually begin
around 9 p.m. with a late
dinner around midnight, fol-
lowed by dancing until the
wee hours of dawn. It is said
that one train left the
Lafayette station around 5:30
a.m.

The building also did its
patriotic duty during World
War II, when it was used as
troop barracks between 1941
and 1945.

As far as theatre produc-
tions go, The Lafayette
Playshop had its first perfor-
mance at the Town Hall in
December of 1941, only to be
interrupted by the war. The
Straw Hat Revue rented the
theatre in 1947, followed by
the Dramateurs in 1955. Laf-
Frantics also held produc-
tions at the theatre between
1956-1986, with the Drama-
teurs morphing into today’s
Town Hall Theatre Company
in 1992. Past productions in-
cluded: “A Few Good Men,”
“One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s
Nest,” “Little Shop of Hor-
rors,” “Macbeth,” “Sense and
Sensibility,” and “Miracle on
34th Street.”

According to Town Hall
Theatre Managing Director
Dennis Markam, who has
been with the theatre since
2008, and in his current posi-
tion since 2014, “In the 1950s,
a stage was finally built in
the center of the room and it
was theatre-in-the-round. In
the early ’60s, the audience
sat in regular chairs and the
current stage was built. By
the late ’60s, the theatre-style
chairs were put in along with
the sprinkler system.”

The 185-capacity theatre,

seat in the house

Town Hall's Managing Director Dennis Markam has the best

like most businesses, experi-
enced coronavirus lockdown
blues. The building’s owners,
Lafayette Improvement As-
sociation, was an under-
standing landlord and sus-
pended the rent during the
pandemic. “We will do what-
ever the county wants,”
stated Markam. “We will do
what is safe. We’re changing
things as we come back from
COVID.”

Indeed they are. As Town
Hall Theatre prepares to
open its doors to live audi-
ences once again, a tour of
the building revealed a reor-
ganization within its walls
similar to what every home
in America was going
through during the first
months of shelter-in-place. In
evidence was the cleaning
out of closets and storage
spaces, repurposing of
rooms, and a lot of out-with-
the-old and in-with-the-new
philosophy.

“We don’t have a lot of
storage space, so a lot of the
furniture we use for shows
are rented or bought,” ex-
plained Markam. “Props are
rented, but those that we
own are stored on site. With
costumes, we rent a storage
space. The ones that are used
during a show stay on site.”

Wooden cubbies line the
theatre’s wall behind the
background sets on stage and
contain props necessary for a
current production. All es-
sential lighting equipment is
located above the stage. The
dressing rooms contain the
same type of round light
bulbs surrounding the
makeup mirrors as one
would find on Broadway. The
staff makes due with what
little space they have to work
in by being as organized as
possible.

The house staff of ap-
proximately eight employees
stays the same during each
production, however the
playhouse crew changes all
the time. “We use stage crews
from Saint Mary’s College,
Campolindo, Acalanes, Mira-
monte and other places,” said
Markam. “It’s good experi-
ence for them, and it looks
good on a resume.”

Given the cramped quar-
ters that the staff, crew and
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actors have to deal with,
Markam was asked if they
would ever move to a
larger location. “It’s so
much of our identity to
stay here and be the Town
Hall Theatre.”

One important addi-
tion the theatre is at-
tempting to make is an
upgrade to its air condi-
tioning system. Summers
are so stifling; it’s the rea-
son there are no produc-
tions during the hot
months. With no money
coming in due to COVID
mandates for over a year,
Markam is hoping for a
few benefactors with a
love for live theatre to do-
nate funds for the new
system. (Markham can be
reached at (925) 283-6673.)

You can’t have a show
without actors, and the
casting process is pretty
basic. The theatre usually
holds one big audition be-
fore each season where
notes are made as to
which actor would be right
for an upcoming produc-
tion. Later, another audi-
tion is held prior to each
show to fill in any addi-
tional parts. Town Hall
uses professional actors as
well as amateurs.

Each season typically
contains four shows, and
there’s always a holiday
themed show in Decem-
ber. This season, Town
Hall is switching things up
a bit by offering shows
that have never been pro-
duced before. Called “New
Voices,” the purpose is to
provide feedback to the
artists and writers. The
first one is set for October.
They also plan on hiring a
curator, who will solicit
information from actors in
the area as to which pro-
ductions they’d like to see
on stage.

Every old theatre has
its ghosts, and Town Hall
Theatre is one of them. Be-
sides the typical theatre
pranks, staff is convinced
that an April Fools’ Day inci-
dent in 2009, was caused by
an unseen helping hand. The
building was in desperate
need of new carpeting, but
the cost was unaffordable.
Suddenly, and for no appar-
ent reason, the sprinkler sys-
tem over the back row seats
turned on, only soaking the
one row. With minimal dam-
age, the seats were replaced
through the insurance policy,
and there was enough left
over to buy new carpeting.
Coincidence?

The folks at Town Hall
Theatre are looking forward
to welcoming audiences back
from the long COVID hiatus.
“I'm excited about the
changes we’ve been making
this past year,” Markam said.
“I think the community will
appreciate what we’re
doing!”

OAKLAND STROKES

N

COMPETITIVE HIGH SCHOOL RACING TEAM

TRY OAKLAND STROKES FOR
FREE THIS FALL & WINTER

NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED

OPEN TO ALL 9TH - 12TH GRADERS
ENROLLMENT: AUGUST - DECEMBER
PROFESSIONAL COACHES

= FINANCIAL AID AVAILABLE

TRY A NEW SPORT - CROSS TRAIN
MEET GREAT TEAMMATES!

VIEW DATES & REGISTRATION ON
WWW.OAKLANDSTROKES.ORG

Make an appointment
925-283-8933 or sales@antiguadoors.com

antiguadoors.com

HTIGU A

M,
Join us for a 30 minute, free, no-obligation
webinar to learn about the different parts of
Medicare so you can understand the coverage
that you need.

SAVE YOUR SPOT TODAY!

Register Online: Canopy.vanbergins.com
or Call: 877-833-4253 TTY 71

Partners in Health 2w uoeg aath sHill

By calling the number listed your call will be directed
to a third-party with licensed & certified Medicare
agents, Van Berg Insurance Services CA License
#0G30664. For Accommodations of persons with
special needs call 877-776-8919 TTY 711
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Chicken & Herb Sausage for seniors - or discriminating diners of any age
Homemade Chicken & Herb Breakfast

Homemade Chicken & Herb Sausage Patties

By Susie Iventosch

Local reporter Sora O’Do-
herty and I share a love of
cooking and we email back
and forth about food and
recipes quite often in be-
tween issues of the Lamor-
inda Weekly. Sora is an avid
cook and always has fun
recipes, cooking tips, and in-
teresting websites for me to

Photo Susie Iventosch

me about a website called
Cooking For Seniors, which,
the older I get, the more ap-
pealing this sounds. She was
talking about a chicken
breakfast sausage recipe in
particular, and since I love
chicken sausage, this recipe
sounded fantastic to me. 've
never made homemade
sausage before so it was a fun
project. Plus, my whole fam-
ily was staying with us at our

cabin, and they were the per-
fect guinea pigs. We served
the sausage with eggs and
biscuits and everyone loved
the breakfast. They turned
out to be kind of like little
breakfast sliders!

As usual, I made several
changes from the recipe to
suit our tastes, but there are
links below to two different
chicken sausages, in case you
would like to try them, too.
Instead of using dark meat, I
used white ground chicken,
but I do think either would be
great. We also have some
people in our family who are
averse to sweet and savory
together in the same dish, so I
left out the maple syrup,
brown sugar, and allspice
and added poultry seasoning,
which was really yummy in
this sausage.

You can add or delete any
of the herbs and spices as you
see fit for your family, too.
Also, you can make the meat
mixture the day before and
refrigerate in a covered con-
tainer until you're ready to
cook them the next morning.

Sausage Patties

(Makes 18-20 sausage patties)
INGREDIENTS

2 1bs. ground chicken

2 1/2 teaspoons poultry seasoning
2 teaspoons dried marjoram

2 teaspoons dried thyme

1 teaspoon garlic powder

2 teaspoons Himalayan pink salt (or sea salt)

1 teaspoon ground black pepper

1 teaspoon barbecue rub spice (I used Trader Joe’s BBQ 101 Seasoning

Blend)

DIRECTIONS

Mix the ground chicken with all of the herbs and spices. Form into
18-20 balls. When ready to cook, heat a large skillet over
medium-high heat and spray with cooking spray or drizzle a little
olive oil in the pan. Using a flat, sturdy spatula, flatten the balls into
patty shapes and cook over medium-high until browned. Flip to the
other side and continue to cook until the second side is nicely
browned. Cover the pan and reduce the heat to low. Cook until
chicken is cooked through. You may need to add a splash of water to
the pan before covering it, to keep the chicken nice and moist while it
finishes cooking through. Serve hot with biscuits, toast, eggs,

pancakes or French toast!

Susie can be reached at

suziventosch@gmail.com. This

recipe can be found on our
website:

www.lamorindaweekly.com If you

check out. Recently she told

Cooking for Seniors - http://cookingforseniors.org/

would like to share your favorite
recipe with Susie please contact
her by email or call our office at

Easy Country Style Breakfast Chicken Sausage -
https://cookingforseniors.org/recipe/easy-country-style-breakfast-chicken-sausage

Chicken Breakfast Sausage —

http://leitesculinaria.com/240046/recipes-chicken-breakfast-sausage.html

(925) 377-0977. Or visit
https://treksandbites.com

LLLCF Distinguished Speaker Series features author Julie Lythcott-Haims

Uli

How to Be an Adult

TURN

JULIE LYTHCOTT-HAIMS

Julie Lythcott-Haims and her book

By Lou Fancher

The years 2020 and 2021 and
lessons they have taught if
nothing else, shout out: “It’s
time to grow up and act like
an adult!” If that sounds like a
quote from a parent to an
adolescent or words directed
to older Gen Zs (people born
between 1997 and 2012) who
are slow to embark on inde-
pendent “grown-up” path-
ways, it’s not. In this class-
room, the COVID-19/social
justice protest/partisan-
politics-like-never-before syl-
labus stretches into adulting
lesson plans that include se-
niors, Greatest Generation re-
tirees, baby boomers, millen-

nials, Gen Z and Gen Xers. It
even forecasts guidelines for
Generation Alpha kids with
birth years 2012 to 2025.

That means a new book
by New York Times bestselling
author Julie Lythcott-Haims,
“Your Turn: How to Be an
Adult,” arrives with impecca-
ble timing. The 486-page guide
book follows her 2016 “How to
Raise an Adult” and powerful
“Real American: A Memoir,”
written in 2017 and in which
she fearlessly shares her bat-
tles as a Black woman with
low self-esteem and stories of
micro-aggressions she has
suffered or witnessed due to
racism in America.

In her third and, arguably,
most transparent book, the

Image provided

former corporate lawyer, for-
mer Stanford University dean
of freshmen and undergradu-
ate advising, writer, public
speaker and mother of two,
identifies herself as one mem-
ber of a 32-year-and-counting
marriage to “an amazing
white Jewish bisexual cis-male
husband” and writes she is “a
Black biracial woman with
light skin who is bisexual,
butch, and queer.”

It’s a hefty load to take in,
but the signal is clear:
Lythcott-Haims leads a com-
plex life that includes blows
and buoyancy as she contin-
ues to evolve. She is, in a
phrase, a practicing adult. The
Lafayette Library and Learn-
ing Center Foundation in
partnership with Lafayette
Partners in Education pre-
sents Lythcott-Haims Sept. 9
in a Distinguished Speaker
Series online event.

Launching into an expla-
nation of the meaning of
adulting, Lythcott-Haims
writes that the process is “part
wanting to, part having to and
part learning how.” Adulting
is more than paying taxes and
joining the workforce, al-
though those things are in-
cluded. The basic ideas of fin-
ishing an education, leaving
the childhood home, finding
employment and possibly a
long-term relationship and
parenting or not having chil-
dren are summed up in a re-

alization that being an adult is
far broader and is best cap-
tured by one stunner of a
phrase, “It’s up to you,” fol-
lowed by a second phrase to
wisely adopt as a mantra:
“You’ll be okay.”

After that, the terror and
joy of the journey outlined in
the book’s chapters and in
real life essays and stories at
the end of each chapter plays
out in applications: accepting
non-perfection, putting the
brakes on false people-
pleasing, getting out of neutral
to act and live in the now,
talking to strangers, halting
the performative forces of a
life lived on social media,
dealing responsibly and
proactively with money and
health, coping during difficult
times by selecting from a 12-
step can-do-it-if-I-know-myself
list of recommenced actions,
and a directive to “find your
why” by opening your eyes to
the world outside of yourself
and finding purpose.

In the last chapter, mind-
fulness, kindness and grati-
tude lay out a compelling car-
pet that she writes “is not
about drugs, or God, or mysti-
cism.” Striking an egalitarian
note, the three powers (mind-
fulness, kindness and grati-
tude) she posits are “neither
enhanced nor decreased by
your degree of schooling, so-
cioeconomic status, sexual
orientation, race, ethnicity,

religion, age, gender, abilities,
neurological situation, rela-
tionship status, job, ancestry,
or how you were parented.”

A study guide and an ap-
pendix with links to resources
and references to science-
based studies offers readers
extended ways to bolster the
learning. In addition to the
many raw autobiographical
stories and openly self-critical
truths Lythcott-Haims shares
throughout the book — unre-
markable for anyone familiar
with her evolution as a writer
and public speaker — she adds
a personal, two-page “com-
mitment to inclusion” state-
ment to close the book. “As an
author, I want to do my part to
bring an anti-racist, decolo-
nized, and inclusive approach
to publishing,” the statement
begins. Through life stories
and by including people from
across the widest spectrum of
humanity—liberals, conserv-
atives, educated, non-
educated, neuro-typical or
atypical, Christians, Jews,
white people and people of
color, herself and her family,
friends, colleagues and more,
“Your Turn” as a guide to be-
ing a grown-up reaches full
maturity and recognizes that
adulting is a never-ending
journey.

To register for the Sept. 9
special event, visit
lllcf.org/special-events.

‘Antigone’ — a resounding Greek tragedy transposed to modern day Canada

tem makes a decision that seems unfair, should one

‘Antigone’ when I was in my early 20s,” she said. “I

ANTIGONE

Photo provided

By Sophie Braccini

In 441 B.C. Sophocles wrote and produced with great
success the play “Antigone,” based on the myth of
Oedipus' daughter who defied authorities to honor
her outlawed dead brother, risking her life in doing
so. This version, blending in with today's social real-
ity, set in modern day French speaking Montreal, asks
the same question the myth did: when a judicial sys-

comply in order to fit in, or on the contrary, rise up
and continue to defend one's deeper inner truth, no
matter the consequences?

The movie “Antigone,” which was Canada's Oscar
submission this year, tells the story of a teenage
Kabyle immigrant, who after the killing of her parents
immigrates and is raised in Québec by her grand-
mother with her sister and two brothers. During a vi-
olent confrontation with the police, the older brother
is killed and the younger one finds himself accused of
violence against the police and condemned to be ex-
tradited to Algeria. Antigone, the youngest of the four
siblings, is determined not to let her already devas-
tated family be ripped apart once again.

The movie by creative Canadian director Sophie
Deraspe is incredibly intense and romantic. It gives
the portrait of a true contemporary heroine whose
purity and strength clashes against a judicial system
she is not prepared to confront. Antigone is a brilliant
student, she is ambitious and unafraid. She lost her
parents at age 3 during the Algerian civil war, and
now her whole sense of belonging and of self is
wrapped around an unwavering commitment to her
family, whether some members deserve it or not.

In the amazing deep and bright gaze of young ac-
tress Nahéma Ricci burns the fire of passionate youth
that can start revolutions, invent new forms of art or
change history’s trajectory. This is a story as old as
humanity, when somebody too righteous to play by
unjust rules has to be broken by society that demands
some level of conformity. The spectator is in turn
drawn to the beauty of Antigone’s soul or her con-
founding courage, and somewhat taken aback by the
sharpness of her intransigence.

Deraspe explained clearly her motivation in an
interview with The Montreal Gazette: “I read

immediately had a connection with the character. I
felt it was so uplifting, even if it was a tragedy, to read
such a strong character, a young woman with such
dignity. And to think that a man wrote it more than
2,000 years ago — it felt good to know it was possible
for such a character to exist and to endure throughout
history.”

The movie will enthrall viewers because of the
dramatic powerful themes it develops, but also be-
cause of the director’s innovative technical mastery.
The form of the movie itself sets the confrontation be-
tween the adolescent’s fire and the adult’s academism
by inserting short scenes that break the normal movie
rhythm and imaging: SMS and graphic superimposi-
tions take over the screen, the film editing becomes
jerky, and for a little while, the movie looks like a
TikTok production. Deraspe explained in another
interview that, for her, social media plays the role
that the chorus used to play in the classic Greek
tragedy, explaining and commenting the feelings
aroused in the spectators by the protagonists. “Social
media is nowadays society’s murmur,” she said.

The powerful and emotional performance by
Ricci as Antigone will also fascinate viewers. She is
in turn a shy 17-year-old making a presentation in
class, a young woman in love, and a true dramatic
classic heroine and role model for the youth around
her. Antigone’s sister Ismene is an interesting con-
trasting character as her aspiration is not heroism
but just a normal and banal life.

“Antigone” is not to be missed when it is pre-
sented by the local nonprofit International Film
Showecase at the Orinda Theater, opening on Aug. 20
for at least one full week; three screenings each day.
Limited seating. Tickets: www.OrindaMovies.com
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rise Rotary

HOME Team back in action

Photo

As a member of Lamorinda Sunrise Rotary's

HOME Team, Conrad Breece of Lafaye

hangs a mirror for a homeowner. Breece is

immediate past president of the club.

Submitted by Thomas Black

After 18 months of forced hibernation
Lamorinda Sunrise Rotary’s HOME
Team is back in action, according to
Hays Englehart, the Team’s founder

and a longtime Rotarian.
HOME Team sends volunteers
into the community to assist
elderly homeowners in mak-
ing minor repairs. The Team is
well-regarded throughout
Lamorinda. That all services
rendered are free of charge
enhances its public appeal.
Shut down by pandemic re-
strictions in March of 2020,
the Team’s first date for mak-
ing house calls is Sept. 25. En-
glehart said that because of
the extended hiatus, there are
“quite a few in queue.” House
calls are scheduled bimonthly.
Although there is no income
ceiling, the services rendered
must involve a home (no
rentals).

HOME Team is Lamorinda
Sunrise’s signature
community-service program.
It proved so popular that it
was adopted by more than 30
other Rotary clubs, one as far
away as suburban Chicago.
All service calls are by ap-
pointment. Homeowners may
request a visit in multiple ways —
through church or synagogue, senior
center, by visiting www.rotaryhome-
team.com, by emailing info@rotary-
hometeam.com, or by phoning toll free
1-888-204-5573.
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Orinda Troop 303 Honors two

new Eag

Photo Andy Pines

Owen Pines of Troop 303 in Orinda
attained Scouts BSA’s highest rank,
Eagle Scout, on Sept. 22, 2020. Due to
COVID delays, his formal recognition
ceremony, the Eagle Court of Honor,
took place on July 18, 2021 at Orinda
Community Church.

Submitted by Andrew Pines

Troop 303 of Orinda held an Eagle
Court of Honor July 18 at Orinda Com-
munity Church to honor Frederick
Alexander Meckes, 18, and Owen
William Min Soo Pines, 18, both of
Orinda, each of whom attained Scouts
BSA’s highest rank, Eagle Scout. The
rank of Eagle Scout requires the com-
pletion of 21 merit badges as well as a
community project on behalf of a pub-
lic or nonprofit entity.

Bruce McGurk, chair of the
Briones District of Scouts BSA’s Golden
Gate Area Council, presided over the
ceremony. Orinda Mayor Amy Worth
presented each of the boys with an of-
ficial proclamation of the Orinda City
Council declaring officially July 19,
2021, as “Owen Pines Day” and July 20,
2021, as “Alex Meckes Day” in Orinda.

le Scouts |

Photo Wendy Meckes

Alex Meckes of Troop 303 in Orinda
attained Scouts BSA’s highest rank,
Eagle Scout, on July 23, 2020. Due to
COVID delays, his formal recognition
ceremony, the Eagle Court of Honor,
took place on July 18, 2021 at Orinda
Community Church.

Representatives of U.S. Congressman
Mark DeSaulnier and California As-
semblymember Rebecca Bauer-Kahan
also attended and read letters of con-
gratulations to Meckes and Pines. Cal-
ifornia State Sen. Steve Glazer also sent
a letter of congratulations.

Meckes was recognized for his Ea-
gle Project, the completion of an ADA
Compliant pathway in the Wagner
Ranch Nature Area. Pines was recog-
nized for his Eagle Project, the re-
placement of the flower planters in
front of the administrative and coun-
seling offices at Miramonte High
School with new ones. The beneficia-
ries, Toris Jaeger of Wagner Ranch Na-
ture Area and Sara Harris, former as-
sistant principal at Miramonte High
School, offered their thanks to the boys
as well. Both Scouts graduated from
Miramonte High School in June.

Community Service: we are pleased to make space available when-
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Acalanes, Campolindo and
Miramonte seniors awarded

Kiwanis Leadership Scholarships

L ¢ Submitted by
Steve Woehleke

The Kiwanis Club of Moraga
Valley recently awarded lead-
ership scholarships to Chaya
Tong (Miramonte), Tallulah
Clancy (Campolindo) and Peter
Kraszulyak (Acalanes), who
each demonstrated commu-
nity service, leadership and
academic promise during their
high school careers. Specifics
included extracurricular clubs,
tutoring, community projects,
athletics and socializing the
elderly during the pandemic,
in addition to excelling in aca-
demics. The scholarship
awards will help support their
continuing
education at
Emory Uni-
versity,
Brown Uni-
versity and
the Univer-
sity of Michi-
gan. Please
join in con-
gratulating
each for their
successes and
future
promise.

Photos provided
Chaya Tong with parents Moona Nardi and

Tallulah Clancy with mother Michelle Clancy and KCMV
members Gloria Eive and Jim O'Brient
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Daniel James McDonnell
February, 26 1944 — August 1, 2021

Daniel (Dan) James McDonnell passed away
peacefully at his home in Diablo, California
on Aug. 1 after a brief illness. Born in Oakland to
Jack and Mary McDonnell, he was the middle of
seven children.

Dan graduated from St. Mary’s College
High School and Armstrong College with a
Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration.

Dan began his career path in the retail
nursery business as a young boy by working
for his father at McDonnell Nursery. While the
original nursery business began in Oakland with
his grandfather, Patrick, the nursery as we know
it today was started by his father, Jack. The first
retail store opened in Oakland in 1933. Dan
i worked at the family’s Walnut Creek store before

taking over the Orinda location from his father in

1979. Orinda is the last retail site still in operation. He was proud to work full-time
until very recently.

Dan will be remembered for his generosity, strong work ethic, commitment to
the community and most especially his sense of humor. He loved playing golf and gin
with friends at Diablo Country Club. He was also a longtime season ticket holder and
dedicated fan of the Oakland A’s.

Dan is survived by his wife of 51 years, Mary Lou, his daughters Kelley
McDonnell and Sarah McDonnell Slight (Mark), his grandchildren Noah and Heidi
Slight, his six siblings John McDonnell, Jr., Kathleen Woolsey, Margaret Twomey,
Mary McGuinness, Nonie McDonnell and Martha McDonnell and many beloved

nieces and nephews.

Share Your Celebrations and Remembrances

If you would like to share an announcement about a special event or achievement,
such as a wedding, engagement, scholarship or graduation of a local resident, or

about a special person from Lamorinda who has passed, send a photo along with
your text (up to 250 words) to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com, and include “Cele-
brations and Remembrances” in the subject line.

ever possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service organizations to
submit news and information about their activities. Submissions may be sent to sto-
rydesk@lamorindaweekly.com with the subject header In Service to the Community.

Classified « Classified « Classified « Classified « Classified « Classified « Classified
e e

www.totalclean.biz Concept Builders

Serving Lamorinda since 1985. Remodeling, Home Repair &
Insured and bonded 376-1004. New Construction

Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

House Cleaning

s~  Ken’s Rototilling
ﬂ_ + 4 W/D Tractors
-  Hillside Weed Cutting
« Mowing - Discing « Rototilling
« Brush Removal Abatement
To Fire Dept Regulations
Free estimates! 925-938-9836

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

Furniture Restoration . .
IR sty Nails Handyman Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Custom Quality Fencing

REDWOOD FENCING
4 | —EDNOODFENCING

“a !:th{ 925-938-9836
* Good Neighbor Fence
» Deer Fencing
* Picket/Split Rail
* RV Gates
« Trellis and Arbors
» Retaining Walls
* Insurance/Storm Repairs

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

Quetzal Handyman

NO JOBTOO SMALL
Electrical, plumbing,
concrete, driveways & more...
Please call Carlos Toledo
510-689-7490

Tile Setting

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters
Cliff 510-697-1125

Antique Furniture Restoration
25 years exp. - 925 765 0479
serving Lamorinda - references avail.
www.Cardonarestoration.com

WE HOP TO IT!
$10 per 1/2" classified ad height. Email to:

(925) 377-6600

classified@lamorindaweekly.com LeapFrogPlumbing.com
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‘ Not to be missed ‘ Not to be missed ‘ Not to be missed ‘ Not to be missed ‘

Art Gallery at Wilder: Artist
Rusk Draws Inspiration from
Social Issues. The Lamorinda
Arts Council invites you to view
a virtual exhibit of the
photography of Grant Rusk
through Aug. 31 by visiting
www.lamorindaarts.org/
online-galleries. His series of
chromogenic prints is entitled
“The Ambient Fence.” Never at a
loss for new ideas, he is inspired
by social, natural and
environmental issues which
arise on a regular basis. Rusk
serves on the Moraga Art in
Public Spaces Committee.

The Moraga Art Gallery invites
art fans of all ages to its current
show, “Midsummer Synergies,”
which ends on Sept. 19, and
features Donna Arganbright’s
ceramics and Danguole Rita
Kuolas’ etchings as well as
paintings, photos, ceramics,
glassware, jewelry,
woodworking, sculpture and
other media by more than 25
members and guest-artists. The
gallery is located at 432 Center
Street in Moraga’s Rheem
Shopping Center. Come to meet
the artists and enjoy light snacks
and wine. Open Wednesday
through Sunday from noon to 5
p-m. (925) 376-5407, or
http://moragaartgallery.com

Valley Art Gallery Announces a
special exhibition and event:
"Paint the Downtown!" Aug. 27 —

29. Special plein air painting
event in downtown Walnut
Creek on Friday and Saturday,
Aug. 27 and 28. Several artists
will be painting landmarks and
street scenes on Broadway Plaza
and in the Main and Locust
Street areas at various times
during those days. On Sunday,
Aug. 29, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
gallery artists will show and sell
their work on Rudney Plaza at
the Lesher Center on Civic Drive
and Locust. The public is invited
to come and enjoy the show and
vote for their favorite plein air
painting. Raffle for a year’s free
downtown parking pass! Valley
Art Gallery, 1661 Botelho Drive,
Suite 110, in Walnut
www.walnutcreek
downtown.com/ArtsaroundAugust.

Lamorinda Arts Alliance
Announces “The Natural World”
at Lindsay Dirkx Brown Gallery
in San Ramon, offers viewers a
magnificent sense of the natural
world around us. In our fast
paced, digital times, it is easy to
forget how the natural world is a
huge part of our lives — from the
earth we stand on, to the
mountains, oceans, rivers, plants
and animals around us — and to
the sun, moon and stars above
us. Viewing the exhibit is a great
opportunity to become more
conscious of our connection to
nature and to the world around
us. Sept. 2 - 29. Reception on
Saturday, Sept. 11 from 4 to 6
p-m. The Lindsay Dirkx Brown
Gallery is located at, 12501

Alcosta Blvd in San Ramon. The
Gallery is open Monday to Friday
from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Fridays
and on weekends during special
events. www.laa4art.org.

MUSIC

Classical Pianist Misha Galant
Performs at St. Paul's in Walnut
Creek. Aug. 28, 7 p.m. at St.
Paul's Episcopal Church, 1924
Trinity Avenue, Walnut Creek. It
is our first in-person
performance, and we will also
broadcast online from St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church. wildly
talented concert pianist Misha
Galant recently graduated from
the Columbia-Juilliard Exchange
in New York. He is the recipient
of the Gilmore Young Artist
Award, and a prize-winner at the
Van Cliburn Junior international
piano competition. He is a rising
star, and we are excited to host a
performance with him on the
West Coast.
www.stpaulswc.org/concert-series
for ticket registration and
information or, just come to the
performance.

Orinda Starlight Village
Players are performing a mini
10-minute play festival on Aug.
20, 21, and 22, and a triple tryst
of terror on Aug. 27, 28 and 29.
Further details can be found on
the website,
https://orsvp.org/index-2.html

OTHER

17th Annual Orinda Classic Car
Show Honors First Responders
on Sept. 11. This year’s car show
will feature a tribute to vintage
emergency vehicles as it honors
first responders who risk their
lives to save others not only on
9/11 but daily. The event runs
from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. at
Orinda Motors, 63 Orinda Way,
and surrounding streets.
Approximately 200 American
and European cars ranging from
the 1920s to the classics of the
‘50s and ‘60s as well as modern
exotics will be on display.
Admission is free. “There will be
live music during the show with
food available via the Fourth
Bore Restaurant’s classic
firetruck,” said Classic Car Show
Co-Chair Diane Lautz. “They’ve
turned this former emergency
response vehicle into a pizza
oven!” Car Show proceeds
benefit The Orinda Association
and its Seniors Around Town
ride program and other local
nonprofit organizations. For
more information, go to
www.orindacarshow.com.

Coming events at Orinda Books
Sept. 1 at 11 a.m. Pat’s Book club
will read and discuss “Hamnet”
by Maggie O’Farrell. All are
welcome. Just call Orinda Books,
(925) 254-7606, to indicate
attendance or email
info@orindabooks.com. 276
Village Square, Orinda.

Lafayette

United Methodist Church

Experiencing and Expressing God's Love

View On-demand Worship Services at
YouTube.com/LoveLUMC

= Visit www.theLUMC.org
for updates on in-person services

o 955 Moraga Rd., Lafayette | 925-284-4765

\

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422

www.holyshepherd.org

ONLINE WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Facebook Premiere Community Worship
every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Go to
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/
WORSHIP SCHEDULE In person worship
at 9:30 a.m. Live stream on
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/

Visit our website to access the current
and recent sermons.

Please join us!

AWELCOMING = LOVING

COMMUNITY OF FAITH
=a LEARNS, GROWS, AND SERVES

TOGETHER.

LOPC.ORG

Léfrprfl e <-Unrda Preslrdsrian L arch

fieawv

PTVR SAV IR,
FLVTREE RAMN UL RO

MAIN HALL WORSHIP SUNDAYS AT 11:00 A.M.
Staying home? Join us at OSLC.NET for our
Sunday Livestream at 9:00 amM, or
view it anytime on our YouTube Channel.

1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette, CA 94549 | (925) 283-3722 | Spirit@oslc.net

Lamorinda’s Religious Services

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
An Open, Affirming & Loving Community
Virtual service at Sun. 9:00 AM
If someone would like to be added to our Zoom invitation
please call 925-284-7420 or email cathy.w@stanselms.ws

682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, www.stanselms.ws

WILLOWSPRING

Practical biblical teaching, contemporary
worship, come as you are.

www.willowspringchurch.com
1689 School St. Moraga | 925-376-3550

10:45 AM Sunday Service

D

-a

ST MARK’S CHURCH
OF ORINDA & MORAGA

Sunday Service at 10 a.m.
oy 451 Moraga Way, Orinda
www.stmarksorinda.org |

All Are Welcome

(925) 254-5965

Sunday Service

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

All are welcome to our on-line services

Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm
See website and join us through Zoom
www.christianscienceorinda.org

10-11 am

Masaga Valley Prédbytetdan Church

mvpe

JOIN US SUNDAYS AT 9:30
INDOORS & ON THE PATIO

OR OMLINE AT MVPCTODAY.ORG

The Green Sofa Cinema Series
continues Wednesday, Aug. 18 at
7 p.-m. with a discussion of the
film "Ice On Fire," a Leo DiCaprio
production about novel ways to
solve the climate crisis. Also hear
from a leading Bay Area climate
advocate. Sponsored by local
environmental groups, Green
Sofa Cinema works this way:
Watch the film before Aug. 18 -
"Ice on Fire" is free on YouTube.
And register now for the Aug. 18
Zoom discussion:
https://bit.ly/3A5SgSz

Christian Science Church, 24
Orinda Way, Orinda is offering a
Prayer Garden for a quiet place
to be refreshed, meditate, pray,
relax in a shaded outdoor
setting. Open to all during
daylight hours. 925-254-4212
www.christianscienceorinda,org.

Solo Opera presents
“Scalia/Ginsburg an Opera” by
Derrick Wang. Friday, Sept. 10 at
8 p.m. and Sunday, Sept. 12 at 2
p-m. at the Lesher Center for the
Arts. The opera will include an
incredible cast: Nikki Einfeld as
“Ginsburg,” Christopher
Bengochea as “Scalia,” and Kirk
Eichelberger as the
“Commentator.” The chamber
opera will be accompanied by a
seven-piece orchestra under the
baton of Maestro Alexander
Katsman. An incredible
production team will be led by
Solo Opera Artistic Director,
Sylvia Amorino, as stage
director/producer. Seating is
reserved and ticket prices are
Adults: $50, Seniors: $40, Youth
17 and under: $25. Tickets at
(925) 943-7469 or visit the Lesher
Center for the Arts Ticket Office:
1601 Civic Drive Walnut Creek

Please submit
events to:
calendar@
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OMPA Championship returns after 700-day hiatus

1

Photo provided

Orinda Country Club team members, from left: Kyra Ruegg,
Ryleigh Weight, head coach Steve Haufler, and Kameron

Isaacs
By Jon Kingdon

Two weeks ago, there was a
widely anticipated event in
Tokyo that was the focus of
fans all over the world. How-
ever, in Orinda and Moraga,
TV ratings must have been
below the rest of the country
as the local community
seemed far more intent on the
64th Orinda Moraga Pools As-
sociation (OMPA) champi-
onship, which was last held in
August 2019.

Rischelle Serrano, the
2021 OMPA president, was
tasked with the responsibility
of pulling things together after
the two-year hiatus. “What
was different was that there
was not a model for putting
on the meet this year after all
that had occurred with the
virus,” Serrano said. “We had
to meet Orinda’s guidelines
and requirements reducing
the capacity to 650, down

TEAM RESULTS

from 1,100,” Serrano said.
“We required masks when in-
side and eating on the deck
was eliminated and kept the
food trucks in the outside ar-
eas so there was more space
and breathing room.”

With 1,640 swimmers
from the age of 4 to 19 partici-
pating, the original plan was
to have far more limited seat-
ing, requiring everyone to
wear masks and spreading
out the age groups to have a
minimal number of people on
the deck of the pool, but as
things loosened up, adjust-
ments were made to allow
more swimmers, coaches, and
spectators around the pool.

The motto for the meet
was “Together in These Lanes”
which the committee felt was
particularly appropriate. “We
came up with this line last
year in thinking about the
Olympics and being together
and it still worked for this
year,” Serrano said. “It repre-

Orinda Country Club - 4462 (244 swimmers)

Meadow Swim - 3018.5 (225 swimmers)

Moraga Valley - 3000 (284 swimmers)

Sleepy Hollow - 2962 (226 swimmers)

Moraga Ranch - 2151 (165 swimmers)

Orinda Park - 2090.5 (219 swimmers)

Moraga Country Club 2046 (143 swimmers)

Miramonte Swim Team - 1129 (74 swimmers)

Campolindo Cabana Club - 758 (111 swimmers)
INDIVIDUAL MEET RECORDS BROKEN

GIRLS

Evelyn Gaffney (Miramonte) - 6& Under breast stroke (20.38)
Lily Holloway (Meadow) - 9-10 50 yard back stroke (31.01)
Grace Clark (Meadow) - 13-14 50 yard back stroke (26.71)

BOYS

Grant Kurtz (Moraga Valley) - 11-12 50 yard fly (26.54)

HIGH POINT WINNERS

6 & Under Girls 6 & Under Boys

Evelyn Gaffney - Miramonte Henry Shamia - Orinda C.C.

7-8 Girls 7-8 Boys

Hayden Holloway - Meadow Jack Deal - Orinda Park

sents all of our teams, not as
competitors but as an organi-
zation. The design for the
meet used the icon for Saint
Mary’s College and the Orinda
Theatre to represent the two
towns of Moraga and Orinda.”

The club teams were cau-
tiously optimistic that the
meet would be held but it did
not become official until last
May. When Moraga Ranch’s
head coach Marc Cavallero let
his team know that the meet
was a go, the reaction was
unanimous: “Since we didn’t
have anything last year, our
swimmers were excited right
off the bat. When all the
teams came through on
Thursday for a warm-up and
everyone saw the tents, it be-
gan to feel pretty close to
normal.”

Matt Armanini, the
Meadow head coach, spoke of
the effort put forth by the staff
and volunteers in getting
things done and how much
the return of the OMPA meant
to him. “The people that put
on the meet did an excep-
tional job in setting every-
thing up,” Armanini said. “To
have the meet taken away last
year was eye opening but to
be able to come back and be
in this environment with the
community as the foundation,
there’s just nothing better. I
didn’t even care about the
points total. I am as competi-
tive as it comes but I was just
glad to be able to bring my
team to the best meet there
1s.”

Hector Chao, a senior
coach for Orinda Park told his
swimmers that the OMPA was
going to be held prior to the
official announcement. “It
was wishful thinking at the
time,” Chao said. “The kids
were thrilled because it’s such
a big deal for the teams and
the community. I started
swimming at an early age
group and continued swim-
ming through college. Coach-
ing these kids has come full
circle for me, trying to do for
them what my coaches did for
me.”

Cathy Durden, the Moraga
Country Club’s head coach,
could be excused if her focus
was split between the meet
and the Olympics since her
husband, David, is the head
coach for the U.S. mens’
swimming team. “With the
time change, I only get to talk

to him a few minutes a day
because he’s been working 18
hours a day, but there has
been a lot of texting back and
forth.” Durden said.

A three-time All-American
swimmer at Auburn Univer-
sity, Durden appreciated how
important the meet was for
the teams and the populace:
“It’s like a symbol of the com-
munity, coming together
where we all share the same
goal to swim well and repre-
sent our teams and do the best
we can. The swim team is the
ultimate sport where you have
4-year-olds swimming on the
same team with 18-year-olds
and that doesn’t happen with
any other sport.”

With all the protocols
making the training and com-
petitions that much more dif-
ficult, the coaches were forced
to lean upon the leaders on
their team to help them keep
things together. Eddie Lee,
the head coach of the Mira-
monte Swim Club, saw this
throughout his team. “We’ve
got a great training group of
older swimmers which goes
down to the 11- and 12-year-
olds and they showed a good
presence in the pool and it’s
been fun for them to push
each other,” Lee said.

The veterans at Sleepy
Hollow helped head coach
Matt Ehrenberger in much the
same way: “Our seniors did
what they always did. They’re
great kids that have always
worked hard and been com-
mitted to the team and they
wanted to make things as
close to normal as possible for
themselves and the team be-
cause this was to be their last
year. Last year’s seniors lost
their last year and these kids
wanted one last summer to be
as close to reality and they did
a good job with that.”

As things evolved with
protocols constantly changing,
Ehrenberger and his staff
changed with it. “The big
word has been pivot and
we’re still pivoting and trying
to work things out. It’s still a
little different but many peo-
ple worked to put on this great
race opportunity for the kids
and that’s why we’re here,
while doing it in the safest
way possible.”

At the end of the day, for
Trevor Rose, the head coach of
Moraga Valley, it was a suc-
cess for the kids and for the

9-10 Girls 9-10 Boys
Lily Holloway - Meadow Ellis Culleton - Miramonte C.C.
11-12 Girls 11-12 Boys
Elisabeth Butler - Orinda C.C. Grant Kurtz - Moraga Valley
13-14 Girls 13-14 Boys
Grace Clark - Meadow Matteo Petty - Moraga Valley
15-18 Girls (Tie) 15-18 Boys
Mackenzie Murphy - Orinda C.C. Narayan Sharma - Sleepy Hollow
Katie Lyons - Orinda C.C.

community at large: “It’s been
two years and it was definitely
worth it. When you watch the
kids and see their faces, it was
worth it. The kids missed so
much in the last two years
and to have it back was
tremendous. We have a su-
perb swimming community in
the OMPA. This was my 33rd
year with the OMPA and it
was a great capstone to the
summer, and I was really
pleased with everything.”

Tattiana Gessling of the
Campolindo Cabana Club was
able to both empathize and
celebrate with the swimmers
with the return of the OMPA:
“A lot of the coaches on the
other teams actually coached
me when I swam for Orinda
Country Club and in the
OMPA. The meet definitely
lived up to expectations after
what was, in fact, a two-year
layoff. There’s nothing like
this championship with the
energy and the support of
everyone’s teammates that’s
just so special for the
community.”

Along with the return of
normalcy, for the 20th straight
year, the overall winner of the
meet was the Orinda Country
Club. Head coach Steve Hau-
fler spoke of the importance
of OMPA, for everyone from
the swimmers, coaches, par-
ents and fans. “This is a swim
program that is strong and
well coached,” Haufler said.
“These coaches really develop
good swimmers and it’s a
foundation for our high school
swimming and water polo
programs. It’s a feeder pro-
gram all the way through col-
lege and it all starts right here
at the OMPA.”

Bruce Jamgotchian, the
OMPA meet director, watched
it all come together with a
front row seat. “As we got
closer to the championship
meet, you could see the
buildup of excitement with
the Kkids, the coaches and the
parents and it all came to-
gether this weekend. Even
though we didn’t have a
championship last year, they
still pushed themselves and
stayed strong and their
coaches motivated them and
kept them pointed in a posi-
tive direction. The energy was
unique to this meet, and it was
great to see the joy on the
kids' faces. It was just an in-
credible event.”

FINAL TEAM RESULTS

TEAM GIRLS BOYS SUM TOTAL
ORINDA C.C. 1935 2,303.50 4,238.50
MEADOW 1959 3,345 3,291
MORAGA VALLEY 1504 1,543.50 3,047.50
SLEEPY HOLLOW 1389.5 1,106.50 2,496
ORINDA PARK 1197 1,132 2,329
MORAGA RANCH 976 1,031.67 2007.67
MIRAMONTE SWIM 584 518 1,102
CAMPOLINDO CANBANJA  562.5 536.54 1,099
MORAGA C.C. 759.5 1,205.83 1065.33

Submit sports stories and story ideas to sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com
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Campo inducts three players at 13th annual Hall of Fame Dinner

Phto provided

From left: Brett Stephens, Griffin Piatt, Kevin Macy and C.J.

Toohey
By Jon Kingdon

After a year’s hiatus due to the
coronavirus, head coach
Kevin Macy and the Cam-
polindo football program cel-
ebrated it’s Hall of Fame Din-
ner Aug. 7, inducting three
players: WR/FS Griffin Piatt,
class of 2012, QB Brett
Stephens and OL/DL C.].
Toohey, both from the class of
2013.

Besides celebrating their
excellence, the evening fo-
cused on the 10th anniversary
of the Cougars victory over
Marin Catholic in the NCS
championship, the 2019

team’s victory in the Honor
Bowl (“played in honor of
those who sacrifice to protect
our freedoms”) and the 2021
victory over Acalanes, which
Macy felt was so important
because “after nearly two
years, when we were told that
we couldn’t celebrate or have
fun, we needed this win and
the inspiration that moved us
forward.”

Toohey, a commercial real
estate broker in Denver, Col-
orado was All-East Bay and
the Team MVP in 2012.
Stephens works for Morgan
Stanley in San Francisco and
was the League MVP and All-
East Bay in 2012 and was

named All-State Quarterback
for small schools in 2011. Pi-
att, an analyst for The Black-
stone Group in NYC, was the
League MVP, All-State and the
U.S. Air Force/MaxPreps All-
American in 2011.

Campolindo had two con-
secutive 5-6 seasons before
the 2011 team’s 14-1 turn-
around. Many attributed it to
the chemistry that came to the
fore on that team. “We were
just a bunch of guys that en-
joyed being around each other
playing football,” Piatt said.
“That year we bought into
something, and it came out of
nowhere and though it kind of
shocked us, at the same time,
it wasn’t a surprise to us be-
cause we all just loved play-
ing.”

Stephens also attributed
the team’s success to the
team’s chemistry: “We had a
good group that really worked
hard and enjoyed each other,
and it clicked. We had good
players and good coaches and
we all loved each other.”

Toohey gave much of the
success that year to the unex-
pected performance by the of-
fensive line. “Our offensive
lines the prior two years were
not up to par,” Toohey said.
“Coach Macy then took charge
of the line and we ended up
with a stellar offensive line.
Even though we were young
and undersized, we were
technically highly coached,
and incredibly tough.”

In the NCS championship
game played at the Oakland
Coliseum, Campolindo was
considered the underdog to
Marin Catholic which was led
by quarterback, Jared Goff,
who five years later would be
the first player taken in the
NFL draft.

“You look back and can
say it was exciting to play
against a future NFL player
like Goff,” Toohey said. “Ire-
covered two of his fumbles
and it was a great time. How
did that even happen and how
did we get there and almost
cap off a perfect season with a
close loss (21-16) to Washing-
ton Union?”

The win came down to a
21-yard field goal attempt by a
sophomore, Christian An-
tezana, on the last play of the
game. Did Piatt close his eyes
or turn his back prior to the
field goal attempt in order to
relieve the tension? “I was the
holder, so I didn’t want to
close my eyes,” Piatt said.
“Prior to the kick on the side-
lines, I said to Christian,
‘Cookie, you got this.' That’s all
Isaid. After that, all I had to
do was to put the snap down
and he did the rest. It was
incredible.”

Toohey shared how so
much of what he learned un-
der Macy has carried over to
his life and career. “The one
concept that’s been the most
helpful to me has been the
idea of buying into a program.

It means putting your best
foot forward and taking full
responsibility for the outcome
of a rep, a practice, a play, and
a game. I found the best way
to succeed is giving a full faith
effort and discussing the
process. It’s putting those in
the trenches with you before
yourself and playing with in-
tegrity. All this I learned un-
der Coach Macy and his staff
and I'm forever grateful for
it.”

Piatt gave some perspec-
tive to the current Cam-
polindo players: “I remember
coming to one of these din-
ners as a freshman and look-
ing at the players that were
being inducted and thinking,
‘Those guys are old.” Now I'm
up here and I'm just so thank-
ful to be here.”

Stephens also took the op-
portunity to provide his own
advice to high schoolers.
“Cherish this time in your
life,” Stephens said. “This all
meant a lot to me, and I know
that it means a lot to you but
trust me, it goes quick. Cher-
ish every moment and every
practice. It truly is an amaz-
ing time of your life. Do it
with a smile on your face and
for the guy next to you. You’re
not going to have as much fun
than you’re having now. I'm
sorry to be so cynical (laugh-
ter). I hope you recognize
how special all this is and how
you are in such an amazing
program. Have a blast.”

Lafayette

After 28 years of service, we are
proud to reintroduce ourselves
as Anthony's Custom Picture
Framers. Family owned and
operated since 1991. Anthony
and Tony look forward to seeing
you soon and assisting you with

MARK BELLINGHAM

PAINTING

HIRE A LOCAL NAME YOU

CAN TRUST
925-247-0092

MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Interior & Exterior Painting Deck & Fence Restoration
Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinet Painting Dry Rot Repair

Lafayette Glass Co. Inc.

« Frameless Shower Glass

« Shower Enclosures

« Custom Mirrors

« New Windows/Patio Doors
- Replacement & Installation

all your framing needs. Light Carpentry Drywall Repair

For a Quick Preliminary Estimate
Email Photos of Project to:
Office@MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Mon: 10am-5pm
Tues-Sat: 10am-6pm
anthonysCPF.com

1020 Brown Ave, Suite A
Lafayette, CA 94549
92592837620

3375 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette
next to Premier Kitchens, USE DYER STREET TO ENTER

925-284-9510

www.lafayetteglasscompany.com | CSLB # 489426, CSLB # 795837

See our Reviews on NextDoor, Houzz & YELP
$30 off your next order with this ad!

Local Business Owner - Since 1985 - Licensed & Insured

—_ I : : |
Making gay Area HOMES Piano Studio = R

B y since 1946 Keys to suceess L A iy :
ea“tlf“l Piano Lessons in Lafayette with o) y FI H k‘.‘ 5 | C .lﬂ'.l_ T H E R_,l":'l.‘ PY ':_._3'

professional instructor MTAC member:
Competition, CM exam Preparation.

Orthopedics e Sports Rehab e Geriatrics
Mention the Lamorinda Weekly for a

Com/:/imenfmy Consultation

3468 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Ste B110, Lafayette, CA
925-284-6150 www.LafayettePT.com

! IOdi ett’s '
FLOOR COVERING

“Quality and Service Since 1946”  Abbey Carpet.
Lic. # 177588

Rita Yegiazaryan
925-323-8969

ryegiazaryan@yahoo.com

www.blodgetts.com

925.284.4807

3291 Mt. Diablo Ct., Lafayette 1060 Sierra Vista Way, Lafayette

The UPS Store s

Hours: Our location:
Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00 3527 Mt Diablo Blvd
Sat 9-5, Sun closed Lafayette, CA 94549

v/ Shipping v"Notary Services
v'Copying, Finishing  / Postal Services
v/ Printing Services v/ Business Services
store0202@theupsstore.com
www.theUpsStoreLocal.com/0202

Lafayette Auto Body Inc.

www.lafayetteautobody.com

Watch for Shop Orinda
Sept. 1

Call for Advertising
925.377.0977

3291 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette (925) 283-3421
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

Sacred spaces

jaunt to the ocean to calm nerves and
preserve sanity. For those of us fortunate
enough to have a garden, balcony, porch or

% patio, we can open a door to escape the

Photos Cynthia Brian
A man-made garden stream offers the sound of
trickling water over river rocks.

By Cynthia Brian

“Nature is the original church. Worship there
daily.” ~ Alan Cohen

If we have learned anything from the
pandemic of the past 18 months, it is that our
greatest blessing is to be able to go outdoors
to breathe fresh air. Many people choose to
hike the hills, walk the reservoir, or take a

confines of lockdown.

The majesty of Mother Nature rivals the
most exquisite man-made cathedral.
Throughout my landscape, I have designed
special areas that stimulate my senses,
inducing a sense of tranquility and

' connectivity with the natural world. I have

dubbed these my “sacred spaces,” places

] § where I can meditate, watch the wildlife,

listen to birdsong, commune with the breeze,
rest my weary legs, take a nap, or just sit and
contemplate life. My “sacred spaces” provide
a structure amidst the chaos, a respite
against the turmoil of the times.

We can expand our living environment
by crafting outdoor elements that nurture
our spirits, emotions, and bodies. Here are a
few of my favorite strategies to help
gardeners recast their yards into a serene,
yet lush oasis.

& Water
% The sound of water is immensely soothing.

Listening to the gurgling of a fountain or the
rippling of a stream heightens my creativity.
Birds splashing in a birdbath bring a smile to
my face. A pond with a recirculating pump
provides a happy home for frogs, and if deep
enough, fish.

Hammock

Hanging a hammock from two trees is the
ultimate in shaded relaxation. I have double
hammocks strung between a giant magnolia
and Japanese maples. There is nothing quite
like swaying in the hammock looking up at
the light as it dances between the branches.
The colors of the leaves are forever
changing. For an afternoon nap on a hot day,

Organize your dorm room read on Page D4

Recline on a hammock for the best view of
the branches and rustling leaves.

a hammock provides a piece of paradise.
Swing

I’'ve installed a metal garden swing behind
my pond flanked by orange Birds of Paradise
and midnight blue agapanthus. By adding
comfy cushions, I can silently swing while
listening to the aerating pond and watching
the aerial antics of squirrels spiraling
through the loquat tree.

Tables, Chairs, and Benches

Throughout my landscape, I have placed
multiple tables, chairs, and benches in
specific areas to encourage me to take a
break from the hard labor. A wooden picnic
table under an apple tree begs me to take a
lunch period. A bench facing the hills
beckons me to behold a doting doe with her
twin fawns as they forage. A small rocking
chair in a cozy nook allows me to remove my
mud boots and watch the sunset.

... continued on Page D14



VLATKA BATHGATE

IF I HAD A BUYER FORYOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?
Call me at 925 597 1573

Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com

CalBRE#01390784
=i
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VLATKA GETS RESULTS ALL OVER THE EAST BAY

Just Sold in August
5 Fleetwood Ct, Orinda

$3,200,000
4 offers $200,000 over the asking

$2,208,888
6 Offers $460,000 over the asking

i ¥ 4 N ! h -1 N .-__. .
$1,325,000 $2,340,00
Multiple offers over asking Represented Buyer

$2,250,000 $675,000

Represented Buyer Over asking
Sale Pending

VLATKA CAN HELPYOUWITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.
WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

©2021 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

City Last reported Lowest amount Highest amount
LAFAYETTE 22 $1,175,000 $4,700,000
MORAGA 13 $515,000 $2,450,000
ORINDA 20 $1,125,000 $4,190,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

2755 Acacia Road, $1,725,000, 5 Bdrms, 3032 SqFt, 1947 YrBlt, 07-02-21

851 Avalon Court, $1,675,000, 3 Bdrms, 1602 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 06-28-21,
Previous Sale: $815,000, 06-07-11

1039 Buchan Drive, $1,800,000, 4 Bdrms, 2140 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 06-25-21

1144 Camino Vallecito, $2,500,000, 4 Bdrms, 3271 SqFt, 1978 YrBlt, 06-28-21,
Previous Sale: $1,420,000, 08-19-05

30 Carolyn Court, $1,650,000, 3 Bdrms, 1563 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 06-21-21,
Previous Sale: $752,000, 08-27-12

1020 Circle Creek Lane, $1,460,000, 4 Bdrms, 1599 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 06-25-21,
Previous Sale: $520,000, 03-11-11

4 West Creek Court, $1,175,000, 3 Bdrms, 1427 SqFt, 1975 YrBlt, 06-23-21,
Previous Sale: $527,500, 04-09-12

1811 Del Rio Drive, $2,100,000, 6 Bdrms, 4347 SqFt, 2009 YrBlt, 06-24-21,
Previous Sale: $1,400,000, 03-06-15

3303 Freeman Road, $2,150,000, 5 Bdrms, 2733 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 07-02-21,
Previous Sale: $400,000, 06-29-98

1045 Juanita Drive, $1,565,000, 3 Bdrms, 2042 SqFt, 1946 YrBlt, 06-22-21,
Previous Sale: $142,000, 09-01-85

570 Merriewood Drive, $1,769,500, 3 Bdrms, 1966 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 06-25-21

3364 Mildred Lane, $1,765,000, 3 Bdrms, 1365 SqFt, 1954 YrBIt, 06-21-21,
Previous Sale: $718,500, 12-19-07

964 Mountain View Drive, $1,570,000, 3 Bdrms, 2020 SqFt, 2019 YrBlt,
06-22-21, Previous Sale: $1,583,000, 01-23-20

3826 Palo Alto Drive, $4,700,000, 6 Bdrms, 5352 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 06-23-21,
Previous Sale: $1,500,000, 09-24-01

3203 Palomares Avenue, $2,000,000, 3 Bdrms, 2253 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 06-30-21,
Previous Sale: $645,500, 08-08-01

1045 Pleasant Hill Road, $2,020,000, 4 Bdrms, 2056 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 06-29-21

1500 Pleasant Hill Road, $2,200,000, 5 Bdrms, 3862 SqFt, 1978 YrBlt, 06-30-21

18 Reliez Valley Court, $1,900,000, 4 Bdrms, 2839 SqFt, 1978 YrBlt, 06-24-21,
Previous Sale: $210,000, 09-01-78

980 Stow Lane, $2,350,000, 4 Bdrms, 3320 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 06-23-21

3145 Somerset Place, $1,950,000, 4 Bdrms, 2055 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 07-01-21

1055 Sunrise Ridge Drive, $3,100,000, 4 Bdrms, 3422 SqFt, 1998 YrBlt, 06-25-21,
Previous Sale: $1,280,000, 12-16-11

3174 Teigland Road, $1,371,500, 4 Bdrms, 2922 SqFt, 2019 YrBlt, 06-25-21,
Previous Sale: $900,000, 12-12-18

MORAGA

2075 Ascot Drive #220, $515,000, 2 Bdrms, 1213 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 06-21-21,
Previous Sale: $455,000, 10-06-05

923 Augusta Drive, $1,325,000, 4 Bdrms, 2828 SqFt, 1989 YrBlt, 06-23-21,
Previous Sale: $1,050,000, 10-23-15

1065 Bollinger Canyon, $1,500,000, 3 Bdrms, 2746 SqFt, 1990 YrBIt, 07-02-21

... continued on Page D10
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9 love helping my buyers and sellers find the right fit.

For me, 2021 has been a record breaking year with nearly $60 million in sold transactions so far

and more to come!
Contact me to learn more about the 3 listings | have coming soon!

Amy Rose Smith

Village Associates FINDING THE M FIT
925.212.3897
amy@amyrosesmith.com . . .
www.amyrosesmith.com
CalBRE: #01855959 AMYROSESMITH

villageassociates.com | @villageassociates 925.254.0505 | It's Village. Of Course.

ASSOCIATES
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The kids are back in class, and we hope the coming school year will be

= aCoIGNIPE

an amazing one for the students, faculty, administrators, and volunteers.

We've watched in awe as educators and students alike have risen to

the pandemic’s challenges to find new ways to learn and grow.

We applaud your efforts and wish you a wonderful school year ahead!

LAMORINDA
999 OAK HILL RD., #100
LAFAYETTE, CA 94549
925.284.1400

CUDUM

EAL ESTATE GROUP
DRE# 01882902

B

BRENTWOOD
60 EAGLE ROCK WAY, #B
BRENTWOOD, CA 94513
925.420.8717

DANVILLE
301 HARTZ AVENUE, #301
DANVILLE, CA 94523
925.800.3510

WALNUT CREEK
1910 OLYMPIC BLVD,, #100
WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596
925.937.4000

DUDUM.COM

SIERRA TAHOE
6883 N LAKE BLVD.,, #B
TAHOE VISTA, CA 96148

530.414.1475



DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP

i _
o OEAL ESTATE
WWW.DUDUM.COM CUDUM Poading “owwes
AEAL EETATE GEDWS [ (flr B THE WORLD
DRE# 01882902 |-
ADAM HAMALIAN BRYAN HURLBUT
COMING SOON
—
; i
COMING COMING
L SOoOoM - SOO0N!
, : —_—
925708.5630 925.383.5500
DRE# 01917597 * DRE# 01347508
1343 EL CURTOLA BLVD., LAFAYETTE 25 BILLINGTON CT., LAFAYETTE 1937 ASPENRIDGE CT., WALNUT CREEK
CARIN G CALL AGENT FOR PRICE CALL AGENT FOR PRICE CALL AGENT FOR PRICE CLERVESTE
KAAREN BRICKMAN | 925.351.5049 TINA FRECHMAN | 925.915.0851 S.HUTCHENS/A.HAMALIAN | 925.708.5630

JUST LISTED NEW PRICE

AMAZING VIEWS

= ad

925.890.4115
DRE# 00947460

510.912.5882
DRE# 013859346

CHRISTINA LINEZO DAVE SMITH

150 LA ESPIRAL, ORINDA 3456 SHANGRI LA ROAD, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $3,895,000 OFFERED AT $2,949,000 OFFERED AT $2,250,000
B.HURLBUT/J. DEL SANTO | 925.818.5500 MATT MCLEOD | 925.464.6500 CHRISTINA LINEZO | 415.425.3085 e

JUST LISTED

415.425.3085
DRE# 01964989

415.298.785]1
DRE# 02105225

JANE SMITH JOY WIEHN

129 DRAEGER DRIVE, MORAGA 12 DOS POSOS, ORINDA 123 BRIA COURT, WALNUT CREEK
OFFERED AT $1,399,000 OFFERED AT $1,899,000 SOLD FOR $2,205,000
RUTH EDDY | 925.788.5449 K. BRICKMAN/S. RUHMAN | 9253515049 SMITH HOMES TEAM | 925.998.1914

SOLD - REPRESENTED BUYER SOLD - REPRESENTED BUYER

BT TRy

SOLD - REPRESENTED BUYER
- 1 -

415.377.1884

DRE# 02047712

925.998.1914

DRE# 01476506

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

_ KAAREN BRICKMAN

i

1178 UPPER HAPPY VALLEY, LAFAYETTE 59 VISTA ENCINOS, MORAGA 62 MIRAMONTE DRIVE, MORAGA

1 SOLD FOR $2,845,000 SOLD FOR $2,325,000 SOLD FOR $750,000 A=}
925.818.5500 : MATT MCLEOD | 925.464.6500 L. LEGLER / C. HATA 510.912.5882 DON & PAMELA COLOMBANA 925.878.8047 i 925L35.| 5049
DRé# 012'90985 DR.E# 01532119
LAUREN DEAL PAMELA & DON
HURLBUT TEAM LISA TICHENOR LORI LEGLER MATT MCLEOD COLOMBANA RUTH EDDY SHERRY HUTCHENS TINA FRECHMAN VALERIE DURANTINI
‘ ]
- . &
925.876.4671 925.285.1093 925.286.1244 925.464.6500 925.878.8047 925.788.5449 925.212.7617 925.915.0851 415.999.6116

DRE#02060294 DRE# 01478540 DRE# 00805732 DRE# 01310057 DRE# 01979180/01979181 DRE# 01313819 DRE# 01320608 DRE# 01970768 DRE# 01376796




—JUST LISTED —

2 Corte Azul, Moraga

CAMPOLINDO DREAMING

4 bed | 2.5 bath | 2,340 sqft | 0.33 acres
Offered at $1,665,000

Sought-after single-story DeGama model with courtyard entry

located on a cul-de-sac. Highly desirable location with your

own private pool/spa and close proximity to the Cabana Club
and top-rated schools.

Featuresinclude alarge living room with vaulted ceiling, family

room, formal dining room, kitchen with granite countertops

and dinette, spacious primary bedroom and bath, hardwood
floors, two fireplaces, air conditioning and a sunroom.

www.holcenberg.com

Michelle Holcenberg

CB Top 100 East/North Bay Region

michelle@holcenberg.com
925-324-0405
BRE #01373412

[ cotowert suecer
Sl i ' I

©2021 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are. trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Es!a(e LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is
comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group'LLC and franchised offices which-are |ndependem\y owned and operated. The
Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. CalRE #01908304
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Top organizing tips for
dorm rooms

Shutterstock image

By Jennifer Raftis, CPO®

Planning ahead will simplify the transition to college dorm life.

As summer comes to an end, many of my clients are getting ready to
send their child off to college. I wanted to share some of my favorite
dorm room tips — ones that you might not find in a book. These tips not
only come from my years of experience as a professional organizer, but
also from my personal experience as a mom of three — two college
graduates (girls) and one currently attending college (boy).

If you are like me, as my college-bound child was heading off to
school, I read through every list of “must haves” and “must knows” for a
college dorm room. The list seemed overwhelming, endless, and costly!
One list had over 50 “best ideas.” Really?! I learned to stick to the basics
— dorm rooms are small and you have to move everything again in the
summer — and anything else they needed could be added later.

Here are the key items to know that I found were the most useful
and efficient:

1) Pack less clothing than you think you will need. If your child has
four huge suitcases of clothing and is still packing ... they have
over-packed! They will be quickly acquiring college logo T-shirts,
sweatshirts and swag (guess what your holiday gift will be this year?),
so make sure you have planned space for the new items. Most likely,
you will be visiting your child on “Parents Day” (usually October) and
you can easily bring (or send) more items to them. By then, they have a
better sense of what they will be needing.
Dorm rooms are small. Don’t try to take all of your clothes.
2) Raise the bed to create more space. Depending on the bed design
and dorm rules, you can raise the bed high enough to put a desk
underneath, or to make room for a refrigerator or rolling storage bins.
Find out what your options are before move-in day.

... continued on Page D12
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Ann Newton Cane Golden
415.999.0253 ¢ Gate

a.newtoncane@ggsir.com

annnewtoncane.com S th b /
Lic.# 02084093 o & ys

Each Franchise Is Independently Owned And Operated. INTERNATIONAL REALTY
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Walnut C
2BR/2.5BA | 1,515 sf | Commuters Dream
¥ N e Offered at $710,000
o e 925.878.9964

el

E
r

rcle, Pleasa Hill TomStack.com

S5BR/3BA | 1,983 sf | Coveted Poet’s Corner BANKER
lefered Jt $1,195,000 reacty | TOm.Stack@cbnorcal.com

Caring for Clients
Since 2002

New Listing in Lafayette!

Karen Paulsen

Associate Broker 1293 Candy Court, Lafayette Offered at $1,499,000
DRE 01351931 | 925.698.3252 q N . N
homes@korenpoulsen.com 4 Be 2 Bat 1,784% SF 0.31+ Acres
karenpaulsen.com
Beautifully maintained and extensively upgraded home in convenient location! Walk to two Lafayette schools and school
bus, close to freeway. Single story home at the end of a cul-de-sac situated on a fantastic .31-acre lot. Detached structure in
< @ M PA S S backyard that could be an office, playroom, or workshop. Inviting light and bright open kitchen/family room with brick fireplace.
Completely remodeled kitchen and baths. Newly refinished hardwood floors throughout home, dual pane windows. Great

backyard with plenty of level area and private space to enjoy: two patios, low maintenance landscaping.

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing
Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771. All material presented herein is intended for
informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified.
Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made
as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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114 Merion Terrace TR, N v i O I've got another

house coming to
the market soon.
Contact me for
details!

$1,395,000

4BEDS 2 .SBATHS 2,6 2 6 SQFT

Rarely available Forest Hills model
home in the desirable Moraga
Country Club with phenomenal
views and lots of natural light!

925.980.3829 DRE# 01885058
Shannon®@ ShannonConner.com Villageassociates.com
ShannonConnercom 925.254.0505

shannon conner

villageassociates.com | @villageassociates | 925.254.0505 | It's Village. Of Course.
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

. continued from Page D2

MORAGA ... continued

J 319 Calle La Mesa, $1,975,000, 5 Bdrms, 2667 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 06-28-21,

: Previous Sale: $925,000, 03-31-03

5 Camelford Court, $1,285,000, 3 Bdrms, 1462 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 06-24-21

1375 Camino Peral #A, $550,000, 1 Bdrms, 951 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 06-24-21,
Previous Sale: $382,000, 07-20-07

Jus-r -SOI-D! 9 MT. VIEW PLACE. LAFAYETTE 264 Fernwood Drive, $1,625,000, 4 Bdrms, 2032 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 06-30-21

. 5 Josefa Place, $1,225,000, 3 Bdrms, 1845 SqFt, 1985 YrBlt, 06-28-21,
Wt Previous Sale: $950,000, 05-08-19

27 Lynwood Place, $2,450,000, 5 Bdrms, 2777 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 06-23-21

21 Miramonte Drive, $811,000, 2 Bdrms, 1344 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 06-30-21,
Previous Sale: $560,000, 08-24-15

240 Tharp Drive, $1,970,000, 4 Bdrms, 2087 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 06-30-21,
Previous Sale: $810,000, 06-10-11

JOY WIEHN 125 Tharp Drive, $2,000,000, 4 Bdrms, 2220 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 06-28-21
124 Via Joaquin, $830,000, 2 Bdrms, 1354 SqFt, 1980 YrBlt, 06-29-21,
SOLD FOR $1,917,703 EALTOR" 1a Joaquin, $830,0 q
Previous Sale: $750,000, 06-06-18
It was an honor to represent the sellers _415'327'1;384 ORINDA
of this special Lafayette property! Joy@dudum.com 22 Bates Boulevard, $1,400,000, 3 Bdrms, 1825 SqFt, 1957 YrBIt, 07-02-21,
If you're considering a change of Previous Sale: $355,000, 07-01-90
address, now may be the perfect time DUDUM 43 Camino Don Miguel, $1,975,000, 4 Bdrms, 2643 SqFt, 2001 YrBlt,
to make your move! Call me today. i 06-28-21
440 Camino Sobrante, $1,300,000, 2 Bdrms, 1088 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt,
07-01-21,

Previous Sale: $905,000, 07-27-16
21 Candlestick Road, $1,900,000, 5 Bdrms, 2763 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 06-30-21,
Previous Sale: $247,500, 08-01-80
“uE 1 Crane Court, $2,450,000, 4 Bdrms, 2575 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 06-22-21,
ARAAL b = Previous Sale: $720,000, 09-18-00
R:EHITIQSEMCE ay ﬂ : 120 Crane Terrace, $2,875,000, 6 Bdrms, 5406 SqFt, 1978 YrBlt, 06-22-21,
: .&m L Previous Sale: $1,320,000, 09-30-98
fl:‘? 5 ‘E , 16 Fallen Leaf Terrace, $2,815,000, 6 Bdrms, 4046 SqFt, 1978 YrBlt,
| 06-25-21,
HIEF ARITTERSEIT Previous Sale: $715,000, 08-01-85
9 Gardiner Court, $4,190,000, 7 Bdrms, 6963 SqFt, 2007 YrBlt, 06-25-21,
Previous Sale: $3,150,000, 04-01-19
10 La Madronal, $1,825,000, 3 Bdrms, 2937 SqFt, 2002 YrBlt, 07-02-21,
Previous Sale: $141,500, 02-09-00
95 Loma Vista Drive, $1,200,000, 2 Bdrms, 1360 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 07-01-21
653 Miner Road, $2,500,000, 4 Bdrms, 3101 SqFt, 1976 YrBlt, 07-02-21,
Previous Sale: $1,825,000, 04-29-15
112 Moraga Way, $2,200,000, 4 Bdrms, 2868 SqFt, 2001 YrBlt, 06-29-21,
Previous Sale: $1,225,000, 01-03-13
392 Moraga Way, $1,625,000, 4 Bdrms, 1695 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 06-22-21,
g Previous Sale: $712,000, 10-01-13
S T ON SELECT UNITS ; # I ' 41 Muth Drive, $1,125,000, 3 Bdrms, 1484 SqFt, 1958 YrBIt, 06-25-21
" ax10 OR SMALLER (UPSTAIRS 63 Orchard Road, $2,360,000, 5 Bdrms, 2929 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 06-22-21
GOOD FOR IMOMTHS OFFER EMDS B/31/21 3 Roselle Lane, $1,780,000, 3 Bdrms, 2153 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 06-24-21,
P LIMITED AVAILABILITY Previous Sale: $549,000, 10-17-00
673 Tahos Road, $2,375,000, 3 Bdrms, 3262 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 06-30-21,
Previous Sale: $432,000, 09-01-91
83 Tiger Tail Court, $3,500,000, 3 Bdrms, 4340 SqFt, 2004 YrBlt, 06-22-21,
Previous Sale: $2,350,000, 08-31-11
51 Via Farallon, $1,630,000, 4 Bdrms, 1800 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 06-28-21,
Previous Sale: $745,000, 06-17-03
28 Vista Del Orinda, $2,200,000, 5 Bdrms, 3782 SqFt, 2018 YrBlt, 06-23-21,
Previous Sale: $340,000, 10-24-13
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G3 COLDWELL BANKER REALTY

YOUR CB ORINDA Orinda Orinda
REALTORS: A i : = -

LAURA ABRAMS
BEVERLY ARNOLD
EMILY BAHN
MARAM BATA
VLATKA BATHGATE
ALBERT BERNARDO

NANCY BOOTH : = ” A RN ' ;
ROBERT BROWN 350wl HillRd  $2,495,000 125 Canon Drive $1,795,000 57 Orchard Road $1,595,000 44 Camino Encinas $1,299,000

4 BD /2.5 BA. Stunning Mid-Century, private 3 BD /2 BA 3BD/3BA/2249 sq. ft. Glorietta neighborhood, 3 Bd/ 2 BA. Charming sun-filled Orinda
ROBERTA CALDERON . ; . - B "

lot, breathtaking views, pool! Lovely gardens Two housing structures. Huge, beautiful lot. meticulously maintained on aimost Y2 acre lot. ~ rancher. Hardwood floors, vaulted ceilings.
TONY CONTE and fruit trees. Great location. Huge windows bring in tons of light. Great walk score & commute location.
KELLY CRAWFORD Kelly Crawford 925-998-5599 Ana Zimmank 925-640-6008 Shellie Kirby 925-872-4357 Laura Abrams 510-697-3225
COLIN ELBASANI Lic#01327015 Lic#00469962 Lic#01251227 44CaminoEncinas.com Lic#01272382
JOANNE FISHMAN . . . .
LANA EITZPATRICK Orinda Orinda _ . Orlnda} . . Orinda

SUZANNE GEOFFRION
JEFFREY GILLETT
SORAYA GOLESORKHI
HANK HAGMAN
ANDREA HARRIS
MARGARET HARTWELL

PETER HATTERSLEY e : P I i, e

YAN HEIM 6 Loma Linda Ct  $1,299,000 104 Estates Dr  $1,299,000 2 Los Amigos  $975,000 Vacant Lot 221 El Toyonal $685,000
MICHELLE HOLCENBERG 3Bd/2BA/1331sq. ft. 4BD/2BAb/ 1807 sq. ft. 3BD/3BA/1,667 sq. ft. Shovel ready to build! Fully approved per-
WENDY HOLCENBERG Charming single level on ¥ acre lot. Single level, private, over ¥z acre lot. Great Location! Adjacent Cottage, mits for a 4 BD /3 BA, 2,644 sq. ft. home.
DICK HOLT Renovated and drenched in light! Glorietta Gem! RV space. Buy today, Build tomorrow.

COOKIE JAVINSKY Cathy Schultheis 510-915-2277 Suzanne Geoffrion 925-699-4832 Shellie Kirby 925-872-4357 Laura Abrams 510-697-3225
SUELILIE (R Lic #01005765 104EstatesDr.com Lic#01878803 https://bit.ly/3IW18Gl Lic#01251227 221eltoyonal.com Lic#01272382
SHERYL KORTRIGHT Lafayette ) Concord

MEREDITH LINAMEN i ~ I s WG

MARY BETH MACLENNAN - : - o™

CHRISTINA MCCORMICK
MARSHA MCCRAE
MICHELE MCKAY

CHAD MORRISON
PEYMAN MOSHREF

AUDREY NEALE v : gy s o : ’

3 Wellesley Ct $3,875,000 2 Corte Azul  $1,665,000 45 Miramonte Drive  $3,150 3736 Bon Homme Way  $895,000
BRUCE NEWMAN 7 BD/ 6.5 BA. Contemporary Estate, pan- 4 BD /2.5 BA 3BD/1.5BA/ 1248 sq ft. Miramonte Gar- 3 BD /2 BA, 0.48 Acre.
DIANE PETEK oramic views, two living rooms, detached ~ Campolindo one story on cul-de-sac with dens, new carpet, fresh paint, & appliances. Huge lot, on cul-de-sac in desirable St. Francis
MARGARET PRICE full in-law-unit. Off Happy Valley Rd. pool near Cabana Club and High school. Community pool, clubhouse & BBQ area.  Park neighborhood.
SUSAN SCHLICHER Laura Abrams 510-697-3225 Michelle Holcenberg 925-324-0405 Cathy Schultheis 510-915-2277 Cathy Schultheis 510-915-2277
CATHY SCHULTHEIS 3wellesley.com Lic#01272382 https://bit.ly/2U7EDCY Lic#01373412 Lic #01005765 https://bit.ly/2Tf6EZ7 Lic #01005765
AUBREY SHAW Oakland San Ramon Walnut Creek
JOEL SHEIMAN ; : - . -
MELANIE SNOW
TOM STACK
TED STREETER
BO SULLIVAN

NORLA TORRES-TURNEY
LINDA VAN DRENT
GREG WATKINS

$1,195,000

-

$399,000 170 Stewart Circle

-
1767 Tice Valley Blvd.  $775,000

e

431 Fuchsia Lane  $1,349,000

-3Em

JERRY WENDT barcadero 3+ BD/2.5 BA, 2,083 sq. ft. Trevari Gale

FRANK WOODWARD Updated 1 BD/ 1 BA 5BD/3BA, 1,983 sq. ft. Ranch. Open floor plan, dramatic high ceilings, 2 BD /2.5 BA, 1,597 sq. ft. Move-in ready! Designer

JUNE YOUNG Open floor plan, sliding door to balcony, Poet’s Corner, Cul-de-sac loft space, and spacious flat backyard! finishes throughout. Backs to open space!
SUBZERO fridge, plantation shutters. Mary Beth MacLennan 925-324-6246 Tony Conte 925-708-1396
AN ZIABUARI Cathy Schultheis ~ 510-915-2277 Tom Stack 925-878-9964 Tony Conte 925-708-1396 Mary Beth MacLennan 925-324-6246
Lic #01005765 Tomstack.com Lic#01501769 431f(ichsialane.com Lic# 01480008/00959101 Lic# 00959101 / 01480008
C Id IIB kerH Coldwell Banker Orinda
oldwe ankerromes.com 5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925-253-4600

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. Real
estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Realty are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2020 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned
offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. B&x
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Top organizing tips for dorm rooms
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Source: The Container Store

.... continued from Page D6

Tip: Bring your own tools and risers — you
will look like you know what you are doing
and everyone else will be borrowing your
tools! Create additional storage space under
the bed with bed risers.

3) You can preorder items for pickup.
Many stores (including The Container Store
and Bed Bath and Beyond) will have a dorm
items check-list with the option for you to
purchase items in-store locally or online and
then pick them up at a location near campus.
The items will be ready at the store when
you arrive and you can return any items you
don’t need. This saves tons of time and
money as you do not have to pack it. Bedding
alone can take up two suitcases.

4) Only bring decor and mementos that
can be hung on a wall. Dorm rooms are tiny
and may only have a bed, desk and a closet.
You do not want to clutter the desk. Clutter
can be very distracting to a student who is
trying to focus on school work (once they
figure out which parties to go to). Also, they
will need room on their desks for all of their
books and supplies. Tip: Be sure to check
with dorm rules for decorating walls —
removable hooks and mounting strips may
come in handy.

5) Purchase a small trash can that HAS A
LID. Your student will save themselves from
a fruit fly infestation from the food they will
throw in there. Most likely your student will
not realize until at least for four months of
living there that no one will be coming to
empty the trash for them. Wait ... WHAT?!

6) Bring cleaning supplies. Trust me on this,
you will want to clean the entire room before
moving in. I recommend a small hand broom
and dustpan along with a roll of paper towels
and a bottle of all-purpose cleaner (you may
need to show your student how to use this
product if you have been cleaning their room
since birth). Again, your student may be
confused when they realize that no one will
be cleaning their room for them.

7) Maximize closet space. New college
students and parents are often shocked by
the limited space in dorm rooms. I’'ve listed a
few of my space saving products. Tip: These
work for your home spaces too. Most of these
products can be found at The Container
Store, Bed Bath and Beyond or good old
Amazon.

Maximize closet space with a double hanging
rod expander.

e Double hang rods: If your child knows
how to hang up their clothes (this is a
possibility), use a rod expander to double the
hanging space. It installs in minutes and
hangs from the upper rod.

e Hanging clothes and shoe organizers:
These items help create shelf space in any
closet. Always think of the vertical space as
you will be very limited on the floor space.

e Stacking Drawers: Add a drawer unit
or stacking storage drawers on the floor of
the closet for more vertical storage (these
can be used in place of a dresser).

e Hanging Accessory Organizers: You
can purchase accessory organizers in many
shapes and sizes that hang on the back of a
door or inside the closet on a hanger. These
are handy for smaller items such as
sunglasses, keys, hats, etc.

e Tier Swing-Arm Pant Hanger: This
hanger can hold up to 4 or more pairs of
pants if you double up. Each of the swiveling
arms allows easy access to your clothes.

e 6-Tier Shirt Tree: Get even more
mileage from limited closet space with this
hanger! It holds six garments in the space
normally occupied by one.

8) Plan ahead. Find as much as you can
about the new dorm living space before the
move - size, furniture in the room,
storage/closet space, size of the bed, dorm
room rules, etc. — and have a plan.
Remember, organizing is hard with a plan,
it’s almost impossible without one.

Professional Organizer, Jennifer Raftis, CPO® founded Ef-
ficiency Matters, LLC to help you with all of your organiz-
ing needs for your home and business. She is a Certified
Professional Organizer and an active board member with
NAPO, National Association of Productivity and Organiz-
ing Professionals.

She is also an independent representative for The Con-
tainer Store and has expertise in designing closets,
garages, pantries, playrooms and more. [n addition, she is
a Corporate Organizing and Productivity Consultant and
has worked with Fortune 500 companies across the U.S.
Another large part of her business is move management
especially working with seniors who are downsizing. She
and her husband have lived in Moraga for 30 years, rais-
ing 3 kids and working countless volunteer hours with
many local non-profit organizations and schools. Jen-
nifer@efficiencymattersllc.com, 925-698-3756
www.efficiencymattersllc.com



BARB BRAWNER

HOMES

* 651 Moraga Rd. #1| Moraga | ACTIVE
* 725 Augusta Dr. | Moraga | PENDING

* 69 Singingwood Ln. | Orinda | COMING SOON
925.212.7672

Barb@BarbBrawner.com
DRE 01922264

COMPASS Call me for further details!

* 30 Owl Hill Rd. | Orinda | COMING SOON

3 BD 2 BA Main House | Detached Cottage with full bath
1850+/- sq ft* | .27 acre level parcel

Price Upon Request

Coming Soon! Located on one of Lafayette’s most coveted streets, 3368 Victoria Avenue offers
a charming single level 3BD/2BA ranch style home and a detached cottage (with a full bathroom)
and a wonderful flat lot with spectacular back yard spaces including a canopy of mature trees.
=& Amazing central location on a one block street close to everything and that backs up to the Las
Trampas Creek. Charm and curb appeal abound with a generous sized front lawn, updated kitchen
and bathrooms, and a large 1 car garage with bonus storage areas. Rare opportunity to live in as-is
and enjoy as well as offering many expansion possibilities. Detached cottage is a great flexible use

space — office, guests, au-pair, outdoor living room, the possibilities are endless! Close to vibrant
Lafayette downtown shops and restaurants, Lafayette Reservoir, Hwy 24 and 680, BART, and 13
years of top-rated schools.

*As measured by Floor Plan Visuals; 1535sq ft main house and 315sq ft Cottage

3368 Victoria Ave_nue

Dan Walner
DRE #01915545
510.205.7159
dan.walner@compass.com
danwalnerhomes.com

. - = = —
Compuss is a real estate broker licensed by the State of Calfornia and abides by Equal Housing Opportumty laws. License Number 01527365 / 01997075 All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes ‘ @ M P A S S
in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate.
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

Sacred spaces

. e

Utilize spaces that are often forgotten, such
as the repurposed area below a deck.

... continued from Page D1

Paths and Walls

Whether you use gravel, bricks, decomposed
granite, pavers, or flagstone, creating paths
throughout the garden allows for interesting
patterns and yard exploration. Because I
believe in recycling, upcycling and
repurposing, I always utilize whatever
materials are available when I'm building
stairs, paths or walls. A former built-in
redwood bench is turned on its side to be
reused as a retaining planter box. Used bricks
add a separation element to the revamped
below-deck walkway bordering the tangled
wisteria forest.

Pergolas, Gazebos, Decks

A deck is always a great gathering spot. A
gazebo or pavilion is a stately structure to sit,
embrace the view, and offer gratitude for
outdoor rooms. On my deck, under my grape,
wisteria and bower vine-covered pergola, I
unwind after a long day by soaking in the hot

tub. This is my prayer place as I gaze at the
twinkling stars above.

Plantings

The selection of specific plants is critical to the
overall color and scale of any garden. My goal
is always to witness botanical interest 365 days
a year through express attention to the trees,
flowers, shrubs, bulbs, vegetables, herbs and
bushes. Every season brings a change to the
landscape. Roses bloom for nine or 10 months
when regularly dead-headed. Perennial sweet
peas flourish with their pretty purple pea
heads from spring until autumn. Pink naked
ladies pop up to smarten the summer soils
when most other plants find it too hot to
shine. Deciduous trees such a Japanese maple,
pistache, crape myrtle, and liquid amber offer
spectacular autumn colors.

When you think about creating your
sacred spaces, make sure you are bringing the
indoors out and the outdoors in. Expand your
home environment by mimicking and
mingling colors, patterns, themes, and shapes
through both areas. Great design amplifies
your emotional well-being. Rediscover
forgotten or overlooked spots. Feel the vibes as
you develop your scheme keeping comfort and
safety at the forefront. Use your imagination
to unearth the endless possibilities.

Mother Nature is the original church.
When we honor Her, we will attain a more
balanced life with peace as a bonus gift, no
matter what is happening around us. As this
latest Delta variant spreads its dangerous
virus tendrils, I urge everyone to talk with
their physicians, listen to the science, and get
vaccinated. Discover your sacred space,
breathe, and spend as much time outdoors as
possible.

A Be the Star You Are!® volunteer from
Minnesota emailed me, “I go for walks on our
nearby trail as often as I can because it’s a way
to escape to nature, and I know how you feel
about that! So off I go.”

Off you go!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Saturday, Sept. 25, Be the Star You Are!® will
participate in the first live event at the Pear
and Wine Festival with a booth sponsored by
the Lamorinda Weekly
(www.Lamorindaweekly.com) and MB Jessee

painting (www.MBJessee.com). Wear your
mask and visit us! Details at
www.bethestaryouare.org/copy-of-events

Happy Gardening. Happy Growing.

no R A
Perennial sweet peas spread throughout

the hillside.

A close-up of the elegant Arizona rose.
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A bee drinks from the pink throat of the Naked
Lady.

Cynthia Brian, the Goddess Gardener

Cynthia Brian, The Goddess Gardener, is available for hire
to help you prepare for your spring garden. Raised in the
vineyards of Napa County, Cynthia is a New York Times
best-selling author, actor, radio personality, speaker, media
and writing coach as well as the Founder and Executive
Director of Be the Star You Are!® 501 c3. Tune into
Cynthia’s StarStyle® Radio Broadcast at
www.StarStyleRadio.com.

Buy copies of her books, including, Chicken Soup for the
Gardener’s Soul, Growing with the Goddess Gardener, and
Be the Star You Are! www.cynthiabrian.com/online-store.
Receive a FREE inspirational music DVD and special
savings.

Hire Cynthia for writing projects, garden consults, and
inspirational lectures.

Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com

Comfy cushions bring colors from the indoors to your outdoor sacred spaces.

McDonnell &V Nursery

redeem your McDonnell bucks in August

I -

family owned since 1933 )

Flowers * Trees * Succulents ¢ Pottery & Fountains
Benches ¢« Garden Decor * House Plants ¢ Gifts
Garden Consultation

www.mcdonnellnursery.com

196 Moraga Way < (925) 254-3713 < Open Wednesday - Sunday
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ORINDA

ORINDA

1 Hartford Road

Orinda beauty! Custom 5031 sqft 6
bed/ 4.5 bath home w/ 3 car
garage situated on a secluded,

level 1.06 acre lot.
$3,495,000

ORINDA

New Listing!

11 Las Palomas

Updated & modern light-filled 4
bed/ 4 bath home set on a knoll in
Orinda Country Club neighborhood

w/ valley views.
’ $1,595,000

LAFAYETTE

"

New Listing!

3485 S. Silver Springs Rd

Charming 4 bed/ 2 bath home w/
large flat yard. Includes picturesque
gardens w/ sport court & playhouse/

garden shed.
$1,995,000

0 facebook.com/VillageAssociates
Q twitter.com/villageassoc
instagram.com/VillageAssociates

48 Oak Road

Custom 3+ bed/ 3 bath 3594 sqgft
home on .82 acre lot. Master suite
includes fireplace, reading area, &

private deck.
$2,295,000

"'ORINDA

8 La Campana Road

Charming 3 bed/ 2 bath home
nestled in the scenic hillside above
Orinda Country Club & close to

downtown.

$1,399,000

MORAGA

589 Augusta Drive
Rare opportunity in Moraga Country
Club. Single level on 1st fairway.
Golf, swim, tennis, pickleball, &
clubhouse. It's all here!

$1,850,000

26 La Cuesta Road

4 bed/ 3 bath mid century modern
overlooking Lake Cascade in one of
Orinda’s most coveted

neighborhoods.
$1,750,000

LAFAYETTE

4090 Happy Valley Road

Luxurious 4 bed/ 5.5 bath home on
2.64 acre estate w/ adjoining lovely
guest house, a huge lawn & bocce

ball court.
$14,995,000

B

MORAGA

T —
'

114 Merion Terrace

4 bed/ 2.5 bath home in Moraga
Country Club. Super bright & sunny
location w/ panoramic views of

Moraga hills.
$1,395,000

ORINDA

46 lvy Drive

Ranch style 4 bed/ 3 bath home in
Sleepy Hollow w/ 2 additional
buildings for office/studio/exercise

& in-law unit.

$1,599,000

LAFAYETTE

9 Mountain View Lane
Custom 4 bed/ 3.5 bath home on
9.93 private acres w/ views of the
Lafayette Reservoir, pool, &

surrounding hills.
$6,990,000

OAKLAND

4473 Montgomery St. # 2
Spacious, bright & updated 2 bed/
2.5 bath townhome w/ solar. Near

Piedmont Ave. Easy access to
shopping & transport.

$998,000

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 « Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505

Visit www.villageassociates.com Click on (Ve RelEhRalslkS

The Village
Associates:

Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner
Meara Dunsmore
Linda Ehrich
Joan Evans
Linda Friedman
Claudia Gohler
Dexter Honens Il
April Matthews
Hillary Murphy
Karen Murphy
John Nash
Altie Schmitt
Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf
Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Steve Stahle
Clark Thompson

Angie Evans Traxinger

Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward

Margaret Zucker

Village

ASSOCIATES

It's Village. Of Course.

DRE#01301392



