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Teams seek to recover from short respite as football season restarts

By Jon Kingdon

After waiting 476 days for last
season to start, there was only
a short respite of 133 days be-
fore the start of this year’s
football season. After an ab-
breviated season, with mask
requirements and seemingly
endless tests, there is a greater
sense of normalcy on the field
though adjustments are still
being made.

“Preparation for this sea-
son has been hard just coming
off the April season,” Mira-
monte head coach Jack Schram
said. “We have guys that are
still recovering from injuries
from last season.”

It was the protocols that
Acalanes head coach Floyd
Burnsed found most distract-
ing: “The main thing that was
difficult this spring was that
we still had to stay in groups
no larger than 15 so we did not
get to do a lot of team stuff or
get to go indoors to have meet-
ings and watch film. In the
weight room, we were also
limited to 15 people and one
coach which can be difficult
when you have 60-plus
players.”

Campolindo’s head coach
Kevin Macy is still feeling the
hangover from last spring.
“Right now, we’re dragging a
COVID anchor which has never
left us, and this year is when
the COVID bills come through.
Every time we turn around, a
new thing is hitting us. With
supply lines down, it’s hard to
get parts for helmets. Hope-
fully, we’ll be able to get some
more fun back in football.”
Miramonte

After going through a slew
of quarterbacks last season,
Coach Schram welcomed back
with open arms junior Luke
Donlan who spent last year at
the IMG Academy in Florida.
“Luke’s been a great leader.
He made a lot of good plays in
our scrimmage, throwing for
seven TD’s and could have had
more but for some misreads
and drops. John Williams will
be his backup and will do well
if called upon.”

The running backs are led
by junior Bennett Destino and
is backed up by seniors Ben

Chinn and Aiden Stone.
Thomas Wilson has proven to
be the top blocker for the
group.

The passing game has
shown very well this spring.
“We had a really good passing
camp up at Tahoe and won the
7 on 7 passing tournament,”
Schram said. “Tyler Dutto
(who led the team in receiving
last season) has looked awe-
some so far,” Schram said.
“Division I schools should be
all over him.” Cooper Bohlig is
one of a number of good re-
ceivers that will provide the
depth behind Dutto.

With the strength of the
offense at the skill positions,
the offensive line is still a work
in process due to graduations.
Senior Sam Ross (6’4” 220) has
moved over to left tackle from
the wide receiver position to
add more stability to the line.
“He made a great sacrifice, but
he has shown he can be a
dominating offensive line-
man,” Schram said.

The defensive line played
well in the team’s scrimmage
led by senior Sawyer Peterson
and juniors Jackson Davenport
and James Patrick

Besides playing on offense,
Ross will be the dominant
force on defense, playing both
inside and outside linebacker.
“On both sides of the ball, Sam
will be our biggest and most
physical player,” Schram said.
“He can do it all and he has
over 10 Division I offers so
far.”

The safeties Dutto and
Bohlig and Chase Bliss will be
lining up at one of the corner-
back spots. “Dutto has look
dominating and Bohlig is play-
ing very well while Bliss has
looked good at the corner,”
Schram said. Jimmy Foster,
coming off a shoulder injury,
should contribute as well.

Miramonte was limited to
23 players at their scrimmage
due to injuries and held up
well though they did wear out
in the third session. That
speaks to the key for Mira-
monte to be successful this
season: “We have to stay
healthy,” said Schram. “We
have an opportunity to roll
through our non-league games
but in a league with Acalanes,

Campolindo and Benicia, it’s
going to be really tough.”

Miramonte's opening
game against Piedmont was
canceled due to poor air
quality.

Acalanes

If you look at the Acalanes
non-league schedule, it would
seem teams were trying to
earn frequent-driving credits.
Playing on the road in Manteca
and with teams coming to
Lafayette from Reno, Rohnert
Park, San Francisco, and Oak-
land makes for a difficult
schedule for the Dons. “It was
hard to find games with local
teams,” Burnsed said. “We
were turned down by a lot of
closer schools because they
said we had too many return-
ing players.”

Despite losing their start-
ing quarterback and leading
rusher to graduation, Burnsed
has been pleased with how se-
nior Luke Souza has stepped in
as his starter along with Con-
nor McPhail as his backup.
“Luke is going to be a good
quarterback even though he
did not get to play much last
season. He is a good athlete
with good arm strength, vision,
and leadership skills. He gets
the ball to the right people on
time. Connor has looked good
as well.”

Senior Evan Malmquist, an
all-purpose player will be
starting in the backfield and
will also be seeing a substan-
tial amount of time as a wide
receiver. Junior Ellis Berger
will be the second back when
the Dons go with a 2-back set.
“All Evan needs is a little hole,
and he is gone and Ellis, who
came up from the JV, brings
good size and has looked very
good.”

The Dons are returning
their three leading receivers
from last year: seniors Will
Berrian (26-391), Malmquist
(25-312) and Dante Mont-
gomery (22-439), and it goes
deeper than that. “Our receiv-
ing corps can go eight deep
with little drop off from one
group to the next,” Burnsed
said.

The offensive line returns
three starters, Anthony Ortale,
Mike Kuhner and Tyler Mur-
phy. Marcus Julian will be the

fourth starter and Ryan
Hogner, coming back from an
injury and Victor Nicolackis
will be competing for the fifth
spot. “We have good size on
the line and a lot of good,
young linemen that just need
to play and will continue to
improve,” Burnsed said. “We
should have a balanced of-
fense being able to pass and
run.”

Despite losing their top
three tacklers from last year’s
team, several players have
stood up to become starters.
On the defensive line, Ryan
Giorgiani and Sam Hafner,
who were backups last year
should start along with junior
Tyler Washington.

At linebacker, Logan
Ketcham (11T, 304A) is a re-
turning starter and Kyle
Bielawski (the team’s third QB)
will be another starter. Miller
Smith, George Churchill, and
Ryan Giorgianni will all see
playing time.

The defensive backfield
returns three starters, James
Gunn (13T-12A), Brady
Brinkman (5T-7A) and Devin
Miniello (12T-17A). Marshall
Lockwood (5T-6A) also saw
playing time last season.

It’s just a matter of fine-
tuning things for Burnsed: “We
have to get everyone on the
same page, improving our run
and pass blocking and if we do
that, we have the skills kids to
be really good.”

The Dons defeated Sienna
Saturday 59-6 behind Souza’s
three touchdown passes and a
39 yard run for another score,
Malmquist’s two TD receptions
and 49 yard TD run and
Berrian’s two TD receptions.
Campolindo

With the graduation of 24
seniors, lower numbers for the
senior and junior class and
only one starter returning
from the offense and defense,
it becomes readily apparent
that this is going to be a re-
building year for the Cougars.

“With only 26 kids on the
varsity at this point, it is a
challenge,” Macy said. “We
don’t have the numbers we
usually have but we’re work-
ing to get our numbers back
up with some kids coming
back off of injuries.”

The battle at quarterback
is between Adam Harper,
whose brother Grant is playing
at UC Davis and Dashiell
Weaver, whose brother
Maxwell will be playing at
Davidson this year. “Right
now, we have a quarterback
battle,” Macy said. “Going into
the opening game, we may al-
ternate series with them be-
cause they are very similar but
with different skill sets.”

With 90% of the yards
gained on the ground by grad-
uating seniors, the running
back position is also wide
open. “We’re light at the skill
positions,” Macy said. “There
are no numbers behind them,
and it seems like the whole
team is starting from scratch.”
Max Rittman and Colin Koz-
narik, backups from last sea-
son, will get the first opportu-
nity to establish themselves as
the starters.

The standout among the
wide receivers has been junior
Robbie Mascheroni. “He’s big,
tall and fast and can be a dif-
ference maker,” Macy said.

The one returning starter
on offense is offensive lineman
Elijah Klock who played left
guard last season and may also
be called upon to play left
tackle if the need arises. He
will also be looked upon to
take the leadership role on
both sides of the ball as he also
will be starting on the defen-
sive line. Tyrone Tuavale will
also be filling in all along the
line.

The defensive backfield
does show some stability.
Bradley Nestel is the long re-
turning starter on defense.
Will Moncars who played line-
backer last year will be lining
up at safety. The starting cor-
ners at this point are Ryan
Mandell and Xion Adams.

Macy puts it simply: “We
have a challenging schedule,
and we have to stay healthy.”

Campolindo began the re-
building process defeating
Moreau Catholic 56-21 behind
three touchdown passes by
Harper and one by Weaver,
127 yards rushing by Rittman
and 6 receptions for 202 yards
and three touchdowns by
Mascheroni.

Girls golf team tees off with
great success

Submitted by Dave Dorian

New coaches Ken Lorge and Cassidy
Mulholland got off to an amazing start
as the Varsity Girls Golf team defeated
College Park on Monday at Contra

Costa Country Club in a practice match
to kick off the 2021 golf season. The
Lady Dons were led by Makena
Chelemedos' even par 36, sister Haley
Chelemedos' 41 and strong perfor-
mances by the entire the golf team.
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8th grade
boys win SF
Battle of The
Bay 25/26
Lacrosse

Tournament
Submitted by Tim Jones

Two Lafayette Boys, Donovan
Bantique and Tucker Jones, play-
ing for West Coast Wolverines Club
won the 25/26 Boys Class Champi-
onship at the Battle of The Bay
Lacrosse Tournament held this
past weekend at Beach Chalet
Fields in San Francisco.
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From left: Kendal Geddes, Emmi Cronin, Makena Chelemedos, Haley
Chelemedos, Hana Chelemedos, Juliette Becker.

Correction: In the Aug. 18 Lamorinda Weekly story about the OMPA
championships, team results for Moraga C.C. should have been 759.5, 1205.83

and 1965.33. Individual results were as follows:

GIRLS 11 to 12
NAME POINTS TEAM Lily Holloway 72
6&U Emilia Haast 65
Alexia Domenech 45 MVP Olivia Britton 59
Emery Lee 45 MVP
; 13 to 14
Ann Windhurst 45 Meadow Tali Stryker 7
7to 8 Ainsley Hogan 63
Evelyn Gaffney 72 0OCC Beatrice Hearey 62
Reese Cobo 61 Meadow 15 to 18
Sayoko Batiuchok 58 Sleepy Hollow Mackenzie Murphy 72
9to 10 Maya Supran 64
Hayden Holloway 72 Meadow Reagan Kaelle 60
Ellie Letulle 64 Meadow 19&0
Eloise Britton 62 OCC Chloe Morrison 79
Cayley O'Brian 64

Annabelle Vasconi 64

Meadow
Orinda Park
0ocC

Meadow
Meadow
Sleepy Hollow

0ocCC
Orinda Park
0oCC

Meadow
Meadow
Sleepy Hollow

Though Cummins did miss out on
an NFL career, he has the medical pro-
file of a professional athlete, amassing
numerous injuries, after often perform-
ing his own stunts. “With the head
whipping, falling back over tables, tak-
ing the impact, and slamming against
things, you do it enough times, you get a
lot of impact injuries,” Cummins said.
“Looking at an X-ray taken of my back,
the doctor told me that he had never
seen so much scar tissue from the top of
the neck to the bottom lumbar of the
spine on one person.”

Cummins is currently looking for
his next role but is also preparing for
his post-acting career, having written a
couple of screenplays. “I plan on mak-
ing my own film,” Cummins said. “I'll
pull some of the really talented people

Gregory Cummins - From Miramonte
athlete to Hollywood actor

... continued from Page C1 that I worked with over the years to do

the filming, cinematography, editing

and sound. I've learned over time what
you need to have a film that’s going to
be successful. My goal is to make a
quality product that means something
to me.”

What does it take to be a successful
actor? For Cummins, it’s three things:
1/3 talent, 1/3 fortitude and 1/3 being a
nice person. Lacking any of the three
and you likely won’t make it. The talent
must be developed. Not being a nice
person can cost an actor roles no matter
how talented they might be. The forti-
tude is necessary due to the number of
unsuccessful auditions you go to.

“You can’t beat yourself up when
you don’t get the role,” Cummins said.
“You just have to work hard and think
positively. That’s what a winner does —
overcoming obstacles.”

Submit sports stories and story ideas to
sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com



