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Council opts for speed
reduction measures and
parking restrictions in
Burton Valley area

By Jennifer Wake

Finding safe routes to school
has been a decades-long push
for some Lafayette residents.
Burton Valley Elementary
School, tucked between Mer-
riewood Drive and Rohrer
Drive, is one of the only
schools without dedicated
sidewalks or pathways for
pedestrians and cyclists, thus
requiring students, pedestri-
ans and bicyclists to enter
traffic lanes to pass parked
vehicles on the roadways.

After Lafayette city staff
received a grant to conduct a
year-long “Safe Routes to
School” pilot study for the
area, Engineering and Public
Works Director Mike Moran
and Associate Traffic Engi-
neer Slavash Shojaat pre-
sented options to the city
council Aug. 23 following four
public Transportation and
Circulation Commission
meetings held to discuss
safety alternatives. More
than two dozen residents par-
ticipated via Zoom in the
Public Comment portion of
the council meeting, with
hundreds of emails and let-
ters flooding city offices both
for and against the proposed
changes following TransCirc
meetings.

The most divisive issue,
Moran noted in a staff report,
involved the proposed instal-
lation of a berm-protected
path, with some residents
supporting the berm because
it would provide a physical
barrier and separation be-
tween pedestrians and vehi-
cles, while others expressed
concern that the berm would
create a tripping hazard and
present an obstacle for mail
delivery and garbage pickup
and create an additional
parking hazard.

Merriewood Drive resi-
dent Joshua Baker, who is
permanently disabled due to
Multiple Sclerosis, spoke dur-
ing the Public Comment por-
tion of the meeting about his
fear of the proposed project in
front of his home and the
dangers a berm would pose to
him, due to his difficulty with
balance and gait and his cur-
rent need to use a cane.

Mike Maurer, who is an
Americans with Disabilities
Act expert and has been in-
volved in this project, ex-
plained that installing a berm
would be considered an alter-
ation to the roadway and “if
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you’re increasing the use or
changing the use, that’s going
to be an ADA trigger.”

According to the staff re-
port, the proposed berm-
protected path would not
meet ADA requirements. Al-
teration to the road would
trigger additional ADA com-
pliance measures and the city
would be required to flatten
the cross slope existing on the
shoulder. The cost would eas-
ily exceed $700,000 to effec-
tively reconstruct the entire
street. “If you were really
willing to spend that much
money, you could probably
pay for sidewalks,” Moran
said. Based on this informa-
tion, staff did not support the
installation of the berm-
protected pathway.

Moran and the council
also discussed pursuing a
sidewalk option; an assess-
ment district would need to
be formed and residents
would need to pay for con-
struction and future mainte-
nance of the sidewalks them-
selves through this assess-
ment on their property taxes.
While adding sidewalks
would involve a lot of work,
Moran said this is probably
the best neighborhood to add
sidewalks along Merriewood
to Silverado.

The discussion turned to
speed reduction and safety
measures such as the addition
of 11 speed humps, vegetation
pruning and painting curbs
red near corners to improve
line of sight. Paint striping
and speed humps would not
trigger ADA compliance is-
sues. The city council also
discussed the addition of
crosswalks at Merriewood
Drive and Silverado Drive and
having a speed survey done
after the pilot program is
complete.

After a lengthy discussion,
council members voted to add
parking restrictions during
school days from 7 to 9 a.m.
and 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. on the
west side of Merriewood and
Silverado from Merriewood to
Community Park and the
north side of Rhorer from Sil-
verado to Merriewood. Staff
would talk to the school dis-
trict to verify hours prior to
posting signs.

The council also directed
Moran to return with a rec-
ommendation for a consultant
to look for a best solution for
a protective pathway and the
possibility of installing a
sidewalk.
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Clarification: i the Aug. 18 article, “Proponents for
local land use control submit initiative to state attorney general”
it should have been noted that SB 10 is considered an “opt-in”
bill and is allowed only after a city council votes to allow it in
their city. The bill would require an ordinance to be adopted by
a 2/3 vote of the members of the legislative body if the ordinance
supersedes any zoning restriction established by local initiative.
According to Jeremy Levine of Inclusive Lafayette, SB 10 allows
city councils to vote to upzone single-family lots in
high-opportunity areas to allow 10 units per lot. City Councils
must vote before SB 10 has any impact on a community.

Lafayette
Public
Meetings

LAFAVETTE
City Council
Regular Meeting
Monday, Sept. 13, 7 p.m.
Teleconference via City of Lafayette's

You Tube Channel:
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Planning Commission
Meeting

Tuesday, Sept. 7, 7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Design Review

Wednesday, Sept. 15, 7 p.m. Zoom
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube
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79 Sanders Ranch Road, Moraga
2839 sqft | 4 Br | 2.5 Ba | 3 car garage | .32 ac lot

Amazing single story home with resort-sty;e backyard. Remodeled kitchen & baths.
$2,350,000 79SandersRanchRd.com

Estate Property
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116 Wallace Circle, Moraga
2317 sgft | 4 Br | 3,5 Ba | 2 Car garage . .

Terrific townhouse in new develop-
ment. Nice upgrades, including solar.

1M6WallaceCir.com
$1,235,000
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REAL ESTATE GROUP

50 Merrill Circle N., Moraga
4219 sqft | 4 Br | 3.5 Ba | 3 Car garage . .

Elegant estate property on 1.02 acre lot
with views. Nice flow for entertaining.

50MerrillCir.com
$2,750,000

925 254-3030
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) Compass s a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All materil presented herein i intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources
deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition,sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square
footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.
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Price Gallegos

7 Ellery Court
Tice Valley, Walnut Creek
Offered at $1,095,000

@ 3Beds | wg 2Baths

| i 13105aFt | g 47 Acres

Interested in selling this fall? To maximize your home’s value, we offer a program to cover the costs
of home preparation to get your house ready to sell, at 0% interest rate and no fees.

Ranked in Top 1% of Realtors in Contra Costa County

Amy S. Price-Boaman | Christine Gallegos
Price Gallegos Group

925.997.6808 | 925.878.2883

DRE#01433269 | DRE#01896511
pricegallegos@compass.com

pricegallegos.com
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CALL US FOR A PERSONAL VALUATION OF YOUR HOME

925.878.2883




