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Saint Mary’s men’s soccer on the cusp of success

Christian Engmann

... continued from Page C1

Despite being limited to
film evaluations, Cooper is
pleased with the quality of the
players on and off the field:
“We’ve been spot on, charac-
ter wise. They’re great kids
and they work hard. They do
what they need to do, and
they do what you ask of
them.”

Though it is still more dif-
ficult to get foreign players
into the country, the Gaels’

Australia-1).
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roster has nine players from
overseas (Germany-3, New
Zealand-2, Denmark-1, The
Netherlands-1, Sweden-1,

So far, the strength of the
team has been on defense and
led by the goalies, senior
Nicholas Lapinid and sopho-
more goalie Kash Oladapo. In
the two games that Oladapo
started, he was nine for nine
on save opportunities, shut-
ting out Nevada-Las Vegas and
Dixie State and was named

the Bay Area Alarm Player of
the Week. Lapinid, who also
had a shutout against Califor-
nia, has done a good job orga-
nizing the defenders and
keeping them in check.
Lining up in front of the

| goalies has been a solid core
i of five defenders, senior James

Person, junior Boyd Curry
(2nd team all WCC) and
sophomores, Christian Eng-
mann (All WCC), Louis Ster-
obo, who led the team in as-
sists last year and Timothy
Stephens. “They’re all pretty
solid,” Cooper stated. “They

I complement each other really

well and they’re all good one-
on-one defenders.”

The Saint Mary’s offense,
on the other hand, is a work
in progress. Seniors Sebastian
Schacht and David Brog are
leading a large group of un-
derclassmen that are seeing a
lot of playing time. Freshman
forward Jack Vestberg is lead-
ing the team with two goals
along with other freshman,
Riley Lynch (1 goal), Gael
Quintero, Noah Bohane and
sophomores Cade Cowan,
Tyler Harden and Andrew
Rotter (all-WCC last season)

have all seen a substantial
amount of playing time. Se-
nior Phillipe Van der Lof (1
goal) has just returned after
missing the first two games
and junior midfielder Valentin
Kurz, who was honorable
mention all-WCC last season,
has yet to dress for a game
and his return is anxiously
awaited.

“We’re still coming to-
gether,” Cooper said. “We’ve
got some explosiveness. With
so many talented freshmen,
it’s a matter of determining
what’s the best mix of the
players and in getting them
used to college soccer. It’s a
matter of trial and error right
now. We just have to clean up
the little things. In our loss to
Cal Poly SLO, when we were
leading 1-0, we got lazy and if
we can address those areas,
we’ll be good.”

What does this team need
to do to match the success of
the 2018 and 2019 teams?
“We’re pretty solid but we still
need some consistency overall
from our starting group and
that includes figuring out the
depth in our first 11,” Cooper
said. “They have to believe
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more in themselves. Our
young guys have to get the grit
you need to pull out and win
those tight games. That’s the
only thing that we’re lacking
right now, the kind of ruth-
lessness that you need to fin-
ish off teams and win in
college.”

The schedule for Saint
Mary’s was also a victim of
the coronavirus. Normally
the Gaels would travel out of
the West Coast and bring in
top opponents from around
the country. “During the
coronavirus, everybody pretty
much tore up their schedules
for this year,” Cooper said.
“This season, everything is re-
gional for us and that’s true
for just about all of the other
colleges in the country.
Hopefully, next year we’ll
venture out a little bit and
bring some out of region
teams in. Due to financial
concerns, we’ve tried to limit
our overnight trips. However,
our alumni have been huge,
and it has allowed us to have a
good experience for all of our
student athletes.”

SHOP MORAGA

MARK BELLINGHAM
PAINTING

HIRE A LOCAL NAME YOU
CAN TRUST

925-247-0092

MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Interior & Exterior Painting Deck & Fence Restoration
Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinet Painting Dry Rot Repair
Light Carpentry Drywall Repair

For a Quick Preliminary Estimate
Email Photos of Project to:
Office@MarkBellinghamPainting.com

See our Reviews on NextDoor, Houzz & YELP

Local Business Owner - Since 1985 - Licensed & Insured

The UPS Store  Bs

New hours:

Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00 1480 Moraga Rd, Ste C
Sat 9-5, Sun closed  Moraga, CA 94556-2005

Our location:

v~ Shipping v Postal Services

v" Copying, Finishing  + Business Services
v/ Printing Services v’ Live Scan
v"Notary Services Fingerprinting

www.theupsstorelocal.com/2291

I $50 off for new clients

Hall of Taxes
Peggy Jlall, Tnrolled Agent

Stephen Hall, MBA, CTEC

Specializing in complex tax
situations for individuals and

Moraga small businesses.

(925) 388-1040

www.HallofTaxes.com - peggy@halloftaxes.com

&l A good neighbor

‘¥ has your back.

Y,

Mark Hoogs, Agent
Insurance Lic#: OM08809
629 Moraga Road
Moraga, CA 94556

Bus: 925-254-3344

Life’s a combination of good
days and bad. | have your
back for both. And who has
my back? The company
more people have trusted for
90 years. CALL ME TODAY.

o StateFarm'

State Farm
1606040 Bloomington, IL

Member of Moraga
"-.|1l:1|1 Chamber of Commerce
."51.-uhr LIFE EAasy
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MORAGA MOTORS

Moraga Road, Rheem Valley Shopping Center

Professional Automotive
Service and Repair
Foreign and Domestic
2016 Moraga Small
Business of the Year 530 Moraga Rd. ¢ 925-376-0692

Www.moragamotors.com

since 1981 in Moraga. Located on @‘1

MORAGA RETREAT
CARE HOMES

residential assisted living for seniors

professional staff, residentcentered care

private rooms, home-made meals, medication management
unparalleled attention to detail

MORAGARETREAT.COM (925) 376-2273

Bayﬁrea hc_)me
companions

in-home care services

Affordable, Competent, Warm & Compassionate Adult Care

* Personal Care e Light Housekeeping
¢ Meal Preparation e Non-medical Outpatient Assistance

d%5H MRACA RD. SLITE F
(RIS 2028
e A T
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Moraga’s Premier Salon

SKIN CARE & HAIR SALON

{ 5 - 1., |OPEN -Call today!

all safety protocols in place

925.376.7222

508 Center Street, Moraga
(in Rheem Valley Shopping Center,

PROFESSIONAL EYECARE F P

(o} P T (o} m E T R Y

Dr. Wm. Schwertscharf, O.D. T O Z
¢ Comprehensive Vision Testing LFELD
¢ Eye Disease Diagnosis FECF

» Specialty Contact Lens Care
o Finest Quality Eyewear and Sunglasses

MORAGAARTGALLERY

The Moraga Art Gallery announces a new art exhibition.

ANYTHING GOES

Featuring the work of Lucy Beck and Judy Miller
plus guest artists from the Contra Costa Camera Club

Exhibition Dates: September 22
through November 28, 2021

Contra Costa Camera Club

“Mist and Snow” Jane Postiglione

Judy Miller

“Soul Searching”
Ceramic Installation Sculpture.

Lucy Beck
“Brilliant
Orange Poppy”
photograph

Join us for a Reception on
Saturday, September 25 from 5 to 7 pm.

The Moraga Art Gallery ¢ 432 Center Street
Rheem Shopping Center ¢ Moraga CA, 94556.

Hours: Wednesday through Sunday, 12 noon to 5 pm
925-376-5407 ¢ www.MoragaArtGallery.com

(925) 330-3999

www.bayareahomecompanions.com

Best Latte in Town

910 Country Club Dr.
Moraga

RHEEM VALLEY AUTOMOTIVE

(Rheem center-across from

Complete Auto Repair
the Post Office)

State of California
Brake, Lamp &

OFFICIAL

Smog Station | °;...

ADJUSTING
STATION

T ETAR Cortifled  oric

LAMP
ADJUSTING
STATION

377-6020
WWW.RHEEMAUTO.COM

Watch for Love Lafayette Sept. 29

Call for Advertising 925.377.0977

20% OFF camellias’

redeem your gift certificates now

Trees & Shrubs « Flowers & Vegetables
Soil Products & Fertilizers
Organic Products & Seeds

located at the Moraga Shopping Center
925-376-1810

* until supplies last






