Wednesday, September 15, 2021

‘BeKind 21’ campaign

under way in Lafayette
- e L

The Lafayette City Council is-
sued a proclamation on July
12 announcing another
BeKind 21 campaign between
Sept. 1 through 21, in part-
nership with the Born This
Way Foundation, an organi-
zation that “aims to improve
the wellness of young people
and create a kinder and
braver world.” According to
the proclamation, the first
BeKind 21 campaign was
launched in September 2018,
in which “schools, organiza-
tions, workplaces, and com-
munities were invited to
make kindness a habit by
performing an act of kindness
daily for 21 days.”

A few examples of these
acts include writing a thank
you note to someone who
makes your life better, spend-
ing 30 minutes picking up
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trash in your neighborhood
or at a local park, showing re-
spect and compassion to
everyone you meet, whether
online or in person, and do-
nating to a local nonprofit,
such as the Lafayette Cham-
ber of Commerce’s BeKind 21
food drive. Food donation
bins have been placed
throughout Lafayette, includ-
ing the Jennifer Perlmutter
Gallery, Lamorinda Music,
and the Lafayette Chamber
for those who wish to donate
to the Food Bank of Contra
Costa County and Solano.
Most needed items include
natural peanut butter, whole
grain cereals, beans and
lentils, canned tuna and
chicken in water, canned fruit
in juice, brown rice and
canned tomato products.

—J. Wake

For more information about the campaign, visit
https://bornthisway.foundation/bekind21/

Parents call for school safety

... continued from Page Al

On Thursday, Sept. 9, adminis-
trators, in addition to nearly a
dozen crossing guards and po-
lice officers patrolled the
streets around Stanley. Many
parents and students say that
is exactly what they want to
see around the schools every-
day.

Olivia Bush is a sixth-
grader at Stanley Middle
School. Olivia watched the ac-
cident that involved a fellow
middle schooler and Dias. “I
had just gotten my bike when I
saw a sixth grade kid I knew
get pushed out of the way by
the crossing guard,” Olivia
said. “The black SUV that hit
him was going pretty fast — not
super fast, but not slow. I don’t
think the driver saw any of
them.”

After school Olivia walked
to Safeway to buy some flowers
for Dias’s memorial with her
last four dollars, because she
said she wanted to pay her re-
spects. “It’s really sad that he
(Ashley Dias) had to lose his
life, but he saved a kid’s life
and that’s really cool of him to
do.”

“Every day when I drop off
my Kkids, I think it’s going to
take someone dying for there
to be safety around here,” said
Olivia’s mother, Ashley Bush.
“There are crosswalks without
any cross guards, cars running
stop lights. We’ve been nearly
hit a few times just crossing at
a stop light because people ran
the lights.”

While Bush appreciated
the presence of officers on
Thursday, she says she’d like to
see police helping children
cross every day. Bush lives on
Moraga Road, where she says
people drive too fast and there
are no bike lanes and only
very narrow sidewalks.

“Every day I feel like we
put our lives at risk taking our
kids to school,” Bush said.

While it’s clear that the
traffic congestion of the grow-
ing city is here to stay, Bush
hopes simple measures can be
put into place. “All the crossing
walks should have flashing
lights that go off to signal to
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drivers that people are walking
across the street,” she said.
“The lights on the pedestrian
way near my house are out, so
we just have to cross and hope
for the best.”

Bush, who like manyj, is
saddened by Dias’s death and
grateful for his heroism has
one hope: “Let’s not let Ashley
Dias’s death be in vain.”

Like many parents who
have children at both Lafayette
Elementary School and Stanley
Middle School, Paulina Lares
rushes to the elementary
school at 2:42 p.m. to pick up
her fourth-grade daughter
Sofia and waits for her sixth-
grade daughter Zoe to walk
from the middle school at 3
p-m. “T used to feel very secure
with my daughter walking the
two blocks to get here, but it’s
apparently not safe anymore.”

While extra security was
in place around Stanley the
day after the accident, Lares
pointed out gaps around the
elementary school. On Moraga
road, there was merely one
parent volunteer who stepped
in when she saw the vacant
crossing by Brooke Street.
There’s no guard at the busy
School Street and Moraga Road
intersection in front of the
Town Hall Theatre or at the
Moraga Boulevard and Moraga
Road intersection where a
pedestrian was struck and
killed in 2017. “We really have
to come together and take
some action so that this doesn’t
happen again.”

Lares’s 11-year-old daugh-
ter, Zoe, says she’s having a
hard time concentrating in
school since it happened. “I
read the memorial at school
and it was really heartbreak-
ing,” Zoe said.

Community members are
nurturing the growing memo-
rial with offerings, messages,
prayers and water for the
flowers. The sentiment is best
summarized in the message
Zoe wrote. Gracias por todo.
Eres un héroe en nuestra comu-
nidad. Te queremos. “Thank
you for everything,” she wrote.
“You are a hero in our commu-
nity. We love you.”
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KEITH
KATZMAN

I'M SELLING LAMORINDA!

Moraga resident since 1966.
Sucessfully selling real estate
for over 35 years.

925.376.717T7
keith.katzman@compass.com
DRE # 00875484

JUST LISTED {US LISTED
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6 Sparrow Court, Moraga
$1,225,000
3 Beds | 2 Baths | Contractor Special

$1,350,000
3 Beds | 2 Baths | 1782+/- sq.ft.

PENDING

2 Corte Azul, Moraga
Multiple Offers (Represented Buyer)

6 Fieldbrook Place, Moraga
$1,775,000

Your Strategic Partner

When you're preparing your home for market, it makes sense to assess what
improvements can be made so that youre not leaving money on the table at
closing. But what are those improvements? Let's work together well before a sale
so that you can benifit from my expertise as a strategic partner!

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771. All material presented herein
is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be

As always, | am here to help ... | listen and | care
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made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

It takes two to make

COMPASS

things go right...

5 Lavina Court, Orinda
Sold for 26% over asking

1216 Leisure Lane, #1, Rossmoor
6 offers

Coming

‘ Soon

Orinda Country Club Jewel
Call for more information

WORK WITH US!
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Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives
925.285.8336
bi@brydonivesteam.com
brydonivesteam.com
DRE 01408025 | 01367466
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