Wednesday, September 29, 2021

Independent, locally
owned and operated!

25,000 FREE copies

) H = -

Vol. 15 Issue 16

B . = -
" - A L ¥

Chris Wright, with his son, Bruce (on bike), and daughter Madeline in front of their shuttle bus converted to a camper with 300 watts of solar power.
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How local residents are preparing for power shutoffs

By Diane Claytor

It’s likely not a question of if PG&E will shut off our
power for safety reasons within the next few
months, but a question of when. Between parched
vegetation, low humidity and dry, hot winds, the
threat of wildfires in our area is, unfortunately, a
huge concern we all share.

Most Lamorinda residents are prepared for a
PG&E public safety power shutoff (PSPS). Dry brush
and debris have been cleared, generators and back-
up batteries have been purchased and go-bags are
packed. But has your go-bag been updated? As one

Lafayette resident realized, the diapers she packed
last year for her infant will no longer fit her
now-toddler.

PG&E is providing numerous resources advising

how to best prepare for eventual shut offs
(pge.com). Perhaps one of the most significant rec-
ommendations is making sure PG&E has current
contact information so they can send you PSPS
alerts. As their website states, “If we expect your
address to be impacted by a PSPS outage, we will
send you automated call, text and email alerts...”

Lamorinda residents have already implemented

many useful ways to prepare for power shutoffs.
Lafayette’s Amy Glynn calls herself a “minimal-

ist” when it comes to preparing for any potential
shutoff. The single mother of two says, “I'm gener-
ally the voice telling people the food in their fridge
is fine, they won’t get food poisoning,” if power is
off for a day or two. But even a “minimalist” knows
to plan. Glynn has several battery-operated camping
lanterns and lots of candles and, if she knows a PSPS
is coming, she makes sure her car is in the driveway
rather than the garage. One of her biggest concerns
during an outage is inconsistent wifi access so
Glynn knows places she could go to virtually keep in
touch with her family and workplace.
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MOFD awarded huge fuel break grant of nearly $6.5M
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By Vera Kochan

The Moraga-Orinda Fire District was notified Sept. 8
and that it would receive a $6,380,563 grant from the
Cal Fire Early Action General Fund Fiscal Year 2020-21
Fire Prevention Grant Awards. The project is named
the Tunnel East Bay Hills Fuel Break.

MOFD has every reason to be thrilled since the
grant is reportedly one of the largest given in the state.
While the grant is less than the full amount requested,
it is sizable none-the-less. The success of the 2019 North
Orinda Shaded Fuel Break Project paved the way for
the current grant award.

In May 2021, MOFD submitted two grant applica-
tions to Cal Fire’s California Climate Investments Fire
Prevention Grant Program. One that was intended to
help fund additional community chipping was not se-
lected. The accepted project “will significantly reduce
the threat of uncontrolled wildfire and associated
green house gas emissions by reducing high fuel con-
centrations and disrupting the horizontal and vertical
continuity of fuel beds,” according to Cal Fire’s project
description. “The tree canopy formed by healthy ma-
ture trees will remain largely intact to reduce the fu-
ture growth of brush and understory vegetation and to
preserve sequestered carbon in existing trees. The de-
sired result is to restore fuel loading to more natural
levels that can be maintained by the periodic introduc-
tion of prescribed fire.”
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MOFD expects to receive the contract within 30
days after Sept. 8, at which point they will determine
when the program will begin, and the finalized
specifics of the boundaries the project will affect, due
to the slightly less than hoped for grant award.

During the Sept. 15 MOFD Board of Directors meet-
ing, Chief Dave Winnacker explained that currently the
project’s perimeters run from the Orinda BART station
to Cal Shakes, down the eastern side of Wilder, around
Lost Valley, along the Indian Valley corridor, around
Sanders and out to Bollinger and Saint Mary’s.

“This was an all-hands effort,” stated Winnacker. “I
have a great deal of gratitude to all of the members of
the staff who contributed in the development of this
application, and the experiences, and the prior rela-
tionships that were leveraged to ensure that the grant
was written in a manner that resulted in it being favor-
ably received; and we are tremendously grateful to our
partners at Cal Fire SCU. Their advocacy on our behalf
and their support for our ongoing fuel mitigation ef-
forts, specifically Fire Chief Jake Hess and Unit Forester
Ed Orre — without their support this project, as with our
previous project, 1) would not have been approved, and
2) we would be challenged, to say the least, to execute it
without their support and without access to their deep
reservoirs of experience in this particular area.”

Winnacker also gave kudos to MOFD Fire Marshal
Jeff Isaacs who knew what and what not to include in
the application due to his past experiences with the

grant process.
Our Homes D1-D20

Two Campo

students
teach local
residents
about bee
keeping

- Page D4

C1-C2




