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Lafayette parents push to
raise funds to pave safe path
to Acalanes High School
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By Sharon K. Sobotta

Lauren Herpich loves walking
and hiking to Lafayette Elemen-
tary School with her 5-year-old
kindergarten son Connor. It’s
that accessibility that in part in-
spired Herpich and her hus-
band to choose the downtown
Lafayette trails area when look-
ing for a place to put down
roots in the Bay Area. If Her-
pich has her way, her son Con-
nor will still be walking and
biking to school in another
eight years when he attends
Acalanes High School.

Herpich is among a coali-
tion of parents and community
members doing their part to
make a safer route to Acalanes
High School a reality for pedes-
trians and bikers.

“Right now high school kids
have to cross a highway en-
trance and exit in order to use
the sidewalks,” Herpich said.
“There are so many kids in the
downtown area and I want
them all to have a safe and ac-
cessible way to get to school.”

The safe path involves a se-
cure, well-marked pathway
down the center of Pleasant Hill
Road. CalTrans is reportedly in
support of the project because it
utilizes medians already on
Pleasant Hill Road. Herpich says
the projected total cost is over
$3 million and the city has been
awarded a grant for $238,000.

While the funds have been
allocated for this fiscal year,
there’s uncertainty about when
they’ll appear. Members of the
Safe Route to Acalanes commit-
tee are in conversation with the
city about a short-term loan,
while also looking into possibil-
ities such as using public art
funds to install art on the path-
way or seeking out additional
grants. In the meantime the
team is starting a yard sign sale.
The signs, which are being of-
fered for donations of at least
$25, have silhouettes of bikers
and walkers and say “We sup-
port (a) Safe Route to Acalanes.

“This pathway will ulti-
mately be the most cost effec-
tive and the most efficient op-
tion,” Herpich said. “With
community support, I believe
we can absolutely get it done.”

Why the rush given that
Herpich’s son is nearly a decade
away from attending Acalanes?

“I realize how much time
these kinds of projects take,”
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Herpich said. “I want to be for-
ward thinking.” And as housing
mandates go into effect, Her-
pich suspects the traffic in the
already congested area around
Acalanes High School will only
get worse without a safe alter-
native to cars.

“This project is a win-win
for everyone. 'm thinking
about the kids in downtown
Lafayette who need a safe way
to school. People living around
Acalanes would see a decrease
in cars coming into their neigh-
borhood,” Herpich said. “This
will take cars off the streets and
reduce carbon emissions.”

Nancy Hu is the mother of a
kindergartener and a second-
grader who attend Lafayette El-
ementary School. Hu’s hushand
bikes from her home (near
Trader Joe’s) down Mt. Diablo
Boulevard with the children
each morning in an attempt to
bypass the busy Brooke Street
area. Hu says that while she has
every intention of supporting
the efforts to build a safe route
to Acalanes, she hopes the city
will simultaneously consider
how to create safe paths to the
other schools in the district as
well.

“My husband has seen a
few close calls already,” Hu
said. “It’s a good day when the
kids get to school and make it
back home safely. I get scared
when I think about what the al-
ternative is. Every day should
be a good day.”

Hu says the death of cross-
ing guard Ashley Dias in front
of Stanley Middle School is both
disturbing and calls attention to
the need for safety measures to
be put in place so that children
of all ages can safely travel to
and from school.

“Let’s have a safe way to
Acalanes and let’s also have a
safe way to Stanley (and LES),”
Hu said.

Although Hu doesn't have a
yard to display a sign, she says
she'll pledge her support to the
Safe Route to Acalanes efforts
any way she can.

“I think it’s a really good
idea,” Hu said. “I'm just in awe
of the parents who are spear-
heading the campaign as many
of them have children as young
as mine.”

To learn more about the
Safe Route to Acalanes
fundraising efforts, visit
www.saferouteto.org

More information about the Safe Route to Acalanes project can
be found in the May 26 Lamorinda Weekly article:
www.lamorindaweekly.com/archive/issue1507/Council-supports-
proposed-Safe-Route-to-Acalanes-High-School-project.html

Lafayette
Public

S Meetings

City Council

Regular Meeting

Tuesday, Oct. 12, 7 p.m.
Teleconference via City of Lafayette's
You Tube Channel:
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Planning Commission
Meeting

Monday, Oct. 4, 7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love

Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Design Review

Wednesday, Sept. 29, 7 p.m. Zoom
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube
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50 Merrill Circle N.

Moraga

4219 sqft | 4 Br | 3.5 Ba |
3 Car garage

Elegant estate property on 1.02
acre lot with views. Nice flow,
generously sized rooms, high
ceilings, walls of windows.
Spacious kitchen with an island
& breakfast area. The family
room is adjacent to the kitchen
and has direct access to the
lovely backyard with large
lawns, meandering paths &
gardens. Open Sunday 1-4.

50MerrillCircle.com
$2,595,000
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REAL ESTATE GROUP

Lafayette | Moraga | Orinda

Elena Hood
925.254.3030
Elena@Orinda.com
BRE: 1221247

é Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources
deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition,sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square
footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.
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PRICE GALLEGOS GROUP
PREMIER LISTINGS

Fall is in the air but the market is still hot!
We have buyers looking for their next home.
If you are interested in selling, please call us!

7 Ellery Court, Walnut Creek
Sold for $1,340,000 with 7 offers!
Represented Seller

3368 Victoria Avenue, Lafayette
Sold for $1,920,000
Represented Buyer

a 3 Beds

‘ 2 Baths | ﬁ 1,310 Sq. Ft. ‘ .:0 AT Acres

a 3 Beds

Ranked in Top 1% of Realtors in Contra Costa County

. Amy S. Price-Boaman | Christine Gallegos
' Price Gallegos Group

L 925.997.6808 | 925.878.2883

DRE#01433269 | DRE#01896511

pricegallegos@compass.com

pricegallegos.com
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CALL US FOR A PERSONAL VALUATION OF YOUR HOME

925.878.2883




