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Welcome Home! Classic two-story Moraga home with updated kitchen,
hardwood floors, and lovely backyard. Features 1st floor bedroom and
full bath for guests (or office) and 4 bedrooms upstairs with bonus
landing area perfect for kids' study or toy central. Desirable Moraga
K-8 schools nearby. Enjoy the Moraga lifestyle with weekly Farmers'
Market and summer concerts at Moraga Commons Park. Top-rated
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Call Jim today.

He has the most 5-Star

Campolindo High School, too. Offered at $1,795,000

“Jim knows what to do.”

Zillow Reviews in Lamorindal!

Nearly 300 households participate in the Sustainable Moraga Challenge

By Vera Kochan

In October 2020, the town
council authorized Moraga to
partner with Sustainable Con-
tra Costa to inspire its citizens
to make environmentally
friendly choices in their daily
activities with regards to
home, work and community
life. The partnership helped to
further the goals set by the
town’s Climate Action Plan di-

rected at energy efficiency,
transportation and water
usage.

The Sustainable Moraga
Challenge began in December,
with participating households
creating online profiles in or-
der to track their progress.
Team challenges were also en-
couraged to promote addi-
tional friendly yet competitive
goal setting.

Parks and Recreation Di-
rector Breyana Brandt’s Oct.

13 staff report noted several
categories where changes
could have been made: Big Ac-
tions (purchase or lease an
electric vehicle; install solar
panels), Energy Efficiency (ad-
just thermostat; weatherize or
insulate home), Transportation
(telecommute; carpool; take
the bus), Water (take shorter
showers; install efficient irri-
gation systems), Renter
Friendly (wash clothes wisely;
catch the rain), and Easy (up-

grade dishwasher; install low-
flow toilets; turn off the
faucet).

Within less than one year,
296 households have regis-
tered in the Moraga Challenge,
and between Dec. 14, 2020, to
Oct. 4, 2021, a combined total
of 173 tons of CO2 (equivalent)
emissions have been reduced.

Not stopping there, reports
show 4,017 therms (natural
gas) saved, along with 61,398
kWh of electricity saved.
Nearly 375,000 gallons of wa-
ter have been saved, as well as
4,244 gallons of gasoline. Per-
haps the most significant and
inspiring figure is the cash
savings of $71,240.

To join the Sustainable Moraga Challenge visit:
https://cleanercontracosta.org/moraga.

The clock is ticking to appoint a new Moraga council member

... continued from Page Al

With the topic of land use
high on the list of town council
discussions for the upcoming

year, the importance of some-
one with planning commission
experience pre-empted the
first motion to appoint Hillis as
a council member by Onoda

-
It

|

JHI”'

|

TREE S

Fully Insured <«

{.

l

il

CULPTURE

COMPLETE TREE CARE
Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!
Certified Arborists <
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com

License #655977

and seconded by Sos. The mo-
tion failed with a 2-2 vote. Sos
then made a motion to appoint
Makker, to which there was no
second.

“Can I just ask what we're
doing here?” questioned Sos.
“We have two qualified candi-
dates, and we just had a vote
on each of them, and you said
‘no’ to both of them, so I don’t
understand what we’re doing
here.”

McCluer reiterated that he
felt both candidates hadn’t
been residents long enough.
However, Sos pointed out that
they all started out green to the
job. “To measure people up,
people who are assuming of-
fice for the first time, to a sea-
soned council member, I don’t
believe is the appropriate way
to be looking at this.”

Woehleke felt that the
town council has not been
supportive of staff, and that
there has been a lack of coop-
eration with regards to deci-
sion making, especially when
he raises an issue. He men-
tioned that McCluer tried to
organize a meeting to discuss
the issues, but that it was re-
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jected. He was also concerned
about the possibility of three
council members out-weighing
the other two on a regular
basis.

Onoda pointed out the ur-
gency of making a decision
that evening in order to avoid a
potential special election (in
May or June), after which
Town Manager Cynthia Bat-
tenberg stated the cost to Mor-
aga could be anywhere be-
tween $93,104 and $162,932.

“I'm very concerned that
whoever we choose has to be a
good team member,” replied
Woehleke. “We have to work
together as a group of five.”

McCluer agreed, saying
that if the application process
is opened up again, possibly
more applicants will come for-
ward. “Ideally a broad-based
business person with a gov-
ernment background that’s
been in Moraga for a while.”

Making another attempt at
appointment, Onoda motioned
for Makker with Sos seconding.
Once again, McCluer and
Woehleke voted against.

A clearly upset Onoda sug-
gested that McCluer and
Woehleke get together to dis-
cuss the issue in order to avoid
more work for staff. “If you
guys are this tender about it, it
needs to be taken care of, and I
don’t think it has anything to
do with the people who are
trying to be on the council. If
you two would swallow what-
ever rancid thing that you have
in your mouth from the past,
and we make this decision
tonight and get this done, then
we have meetings — the four of
us — and get this taken care of!”

The decision was made to
continue the process to the
next day’s regular town council
meeting in the hopes that
“sleeping on it” might change
some minds.

On Oct. 13, Onoda imme-
diately cut to the chase and
moved to appoint Hillis to the
council with Sos seconding the
motion. Yet again, the vote
ended in 2-2.

Sos addressed the concern
about a “new to the town”
member, suggesting that a
mentorship from the others
could be helpful, to which
Woehleke replied that can-
vassing for a new set of appli-
cants “may provide better clar-
ity. I personally think we owe
it to the residents since there
are questions to open it back
up again, and we’ll be no
worse off.”

“This isn’t going to sound
very nice, so 'm warning you
guys ahead of time,” stated On-
oda. “If we have to go to a Spe-
cial Election, it is on the vice

mayor and the mayor, because
Council Member Sos and I have
both said okay to two candi-
dates that are very qualified, so
I just want it to be very clear
that that’s what I'm thinking,
and it is completely 100% on
you two, and that will cost
$100,000, perhaps, and I don’t
think this town wants to spend
money doing that when they
have elected us to make deci-
sions. That is our job. As ugly
as my statements just were, I
stand by them.” With that be-
ing said, she once again mo-
tioned to appoint Makker to
town council and was sec-
onded by Sos. The vote again
was 2-2.

“When you say it’s on us, it
sounds like you’re saying it’s
our fault,” challenged McCluer.
“It sounds like you're saying
your opinion is right and our
opinion is wrong. When you
have a 2-2 vote, you have a dif-
ference of opinion.” He once
again suggested reopening the
application process as a benefit
to the residents.

Sos felt that opening an-
other round of applications
was disrespectful to the candi-
dates who initially responded
in a timely manner for the
Sept. 30 deadline. Posing the
idea that McCluer and
Woehleke needed more time to
reconsider Hillis and Makker
she motioned that the entire
matter be continued to the Oct.
27 Regular Town Council
Meeting. Seconded by Onoda,
the vote failed 2-2.

McCluer motioned to open
the application process up to
another round with Woehleke
seconding. This time Onoda
and Sos voted against.

Battenberg stated that the
issue would be agendized
again for the Oct. 27 Town
Council Meeting, as it is the last
regular meeting before the 60
day period of appointment ex-
pires on Nov. 8.

The town received 32 pub-
lic letters of concern about this
topic as of Oct. 22. An Oct. 17
letter addressed to the mayor
and council members pointed
out that “the refusal of half the
Council to make a selection
risks forcing the Town into an
eight-month period with only a
four-member Council - and the
inability to break tie votes.”
The letter was signed by 13
former Moraga mayors and
council members whose term
in office ranged from 1974-
2020. It went on to urge them
to “set aside internal disputes,
swiftly appoint one of the ap-
plicants before you, and return
your attention to executing the
urgent business of the Town.”

Town Council

Wednesday, Oct. 27, 6:30 p.m.

Planning Commission:

Tuesday, Nov. 2, 6:30 p.m.

Park and Recreation Commission:
Monday, Nov. 15, 7 p.m.

Moraga School District Board Meetings :

Tuesday, Nov. 9, 6 p.m.
www.moraga.k12.ca.us.



