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An arch of jack-o'-lanterns light up this Lamorinda home's entryway.

Parents hope for fun Halloween from the past

By Jennifer Wake

With many COVID restrictions still in place on Hal-
loween last year, door-to-door trick-or-treating be-
came almost non-existent. This year, however, is
shaping up to be a bit more like those of Halloweens

past.

Moraga mom Jennifer Pierce said her family
stayed in their neighborhood and trick-or-treated
with their neighbors last year and then had dinner
outside and watched an outdoor movie. This year
they are planning on going to a cul-de-sac gathering
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The clock is ticking to appoint a new Moraga council

By Vera Kochan

When former town council
member David Stromberg re-
signed from office on Sept 9
the remaining four council
members agreed that it was
prudent and fiscally responsi-
ble to fill his vacancy through
an application, interview, and
appointment process, with a
Nov. 8 deadline, rather than
hold a costly special election.
Four applications were re-
ceived by Town Clerk Marty
McInturf by Sept. 30: Moraga
residents Seth Freeman, Kerry
Hillis, Kendall Langan and
Sona Makker. The town coun-
cil held a Special Meeting on
Oct. 12 to interview the appli-
cants and hopefully select a
new member, who would
serve through November 2022.
During the meeting, Free-
man informed the council that
he reluctantly needed to drop

the night before Halloween and possibly stopping

by another costume house party.

“On Halloween night we will trick-or-treat with
some friends in their neighborhood,” Pierce said.
“So, more back to normal somewhat.”

Judy Sin also expects this year to be a bit more
like normal versus last year when some Los Perales
classes did a check point candy hunt (with map and
a list of addresses around Corliss Drive) for Hal-
loween.

Lafayette resident Eric Rubin and his wife last
year put together a scavenger hunt throughout Bur-
ton Valley. “We made the boys (13 and 10 years old)

Advertising

25,000 copies
delivered biweekly to
Lamorinda homes &
_ businesses
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along with three friends each, split up into teams

and we uploaded all the clues to an app that they

downloaded. They got points for finding specific
items (witch on a broom, three small black cats, the

word boo etc.) and the first team to get to our

friend's house was the winner and they got the
choice of a huge candy bar or a huge bag of gummy
worms. It was super fun and the boys loved it.”

This year they’re also going back to the previous

way of doing things, with minor adjustments. “Door
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out of contention due to a pos-
sible conflict of interest with
the firm that employs him.
Makker, a technology policy
lawyer who has lived in Mor-
aga for two years, looks to
preserve open space as well as
address the town’s long-term
infrastructure, fiscal, housing
and retail needs. Hillis, a prin-
cipal government and com-
munity relations representa-
tive for the Bay Area Rapid
Transit District (BART) and a
four year resident, currently
serves as the vice chair of the
Moraga Planning Commission
and vice president of the Mor-
aga Community Foundation.
The final applicant, Langan, a
68-year resident, is currently a
commercial property owner
within town who has been
president and CEO of several
companies throughout his
career.

Vice Mayor Steve
Woehleke opened the meeting,

saying, “We’re trying to find
the right candidate ... to serve
the citizens of the town, and
that’s the way I look at it.”
Woehleke went on to say
that while he was impressed
with Makker’s enthusiasm and
great promise, he was con-
cerned about her newness to
the town. With regards to
Hillis, Woehleke appreciated
his contributions to Moraga,
but wished he had more expe-
rience in finance and fiscal re-
sponsibility, adding, “He tends
to not be willing to change his
position” after listening to all
viewpoints. Referring to Lan-
gan, “I value his input,” but he
didn’t provide a complete ap-
plication for evaluation.
Council Member Teresa
Onoda felt that Makker “has
tremendous potential” and she
liked her focus on trans-
parency, call to action, and
fact-based decisions. Onoda
wanted Makker to get involved

and then

with the understanding of
land use and the planning
commission. She appreciated
Hillis’ background and “how
he’s been active in the four
years that he’s been here. He’s
held lots of positions and
given, I think, good guidance”
while on the planning com-
mission. When referring to
Langan, Onoda commented, “A
council is about showing up
and doing the work, and if you
can’t put together an applica-
tion, then in my book, that
doesn’t cut it.”

“He knows the world of
government and has been do-
ing it virtually his entire pro-
fessional career,” said Council
Member Renata Sos when
speaking of Hillis. “He under-
stands the decision making
process; the public boards and
councils.” Sos said that Makker
“has shown a commitment and
willingness to learn quickly by
how she’s prepared for this in-

to door, masked,” said Rubin, who is working on
costumes that have built-in masks.

.. continued on Page A10

member

terview,” and that being new
to the town could be a
strength. Sos felt that Langan’s
many appearances during
public comment portions of
council meetings where “he
quite honestly berated our
staff and disparaged individ-
ual council members” wasn’t a
good fit.

Mayor Mike McCluer said,
“We need someone with a
broad grasp of the town’s is-
sues and a deep knowledge of
Moraga.” While he was im-
pressed with Makker’s back-
ground and thought process,
he felt she hadn’t been a resi-
dent long enough, and al-
though he appreciated Hillis
for his “deep public policy ex-
perience in government,” Mc-
Cluer believed that he too, was
a relatively new resident of the
town at four years. McCluer
agreed with the others when it
came to Langan.

... continued on Page A4
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6 Merrill Drive, Moraga
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4 Bed | 2.5 Bath | 3056+ Sq. Ft. | .54% Acre Lot
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$2,375,000

3660 West Road, Lafayette
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$1,495,000
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Council responds to ABAG denial of Regional Housing Needs
Allocation adjustment

By Lou Fancher

The Lafayette City Council on
Oct. 12 made amendments to
the draft of a letter addressed
to the Association of Bay Area
Governments (ABAG). The
letter was written in protest
to increased housing element
allocations tied to ABAG’s
Draft Regional Housing Needs
Allocation (RHNA) Plan. The
action came after ABAG’s ex-
ecutive board denied
Lafayette’s appeal — and that
of six other jurisdictions in
Alameda and Contra Costa
Counties — and declined re-
quests to reduce the alloca-
tions. The use of an erratum
to correct an admitted error

made by ABAG that had pub-
lic lands in high fire hazard
severity zones included in the
baseline for the RHNA alloca-
tions was at the centerpiece of
the city’s objections.

Council Member Gina
Dawson started the conversa-
tion with a question about
whether the letter should re-
turn to the initial ask, or re-
quest a simple reduction in
the allocation. The city’s
housing element allocation
assigned by ABAG is 2,114.

Housing Consultant Diana
Elrod informed the council
there was no vehicle or legal
argument on which to base a
second appeal at this time.

That said, the council
turned their attention to the

errata explanation and
ABAG’s executive board hav-
ing made what council per-
ceived as a misguided change
in policy (requiring that
Lafayette BART station be
“upzoned” and disregarding
exclusion of high fire zones
on public land) without a
public hearing process.
Mayor Susan Candell ini-
tially suggested that the letter
included the phrase, “...no
city should ever be subject to
such an arbitrary and capri-
cious policy changes issued
by staff through an errata
memo in the future.” Candell
in comments during the item
discussion said important
policy changes should be re-
viewed by ABAG executive

staff and be subject to public
hearings.

Planning and Building
Director Greg Wolff advised
amendments to the letter
make points firmly without
becoming “inflammatory” to
ABAG staff. He reminded
council that work with ABAG
is ongoing and in the interest
of future dialogues, clarity
and emphasis on reducing the
allocation and preventing
sudden policy changes were
best.

After further discussion
and following Council Mem-
ber Wei-Tai Kwok’s sugges-
tion to offset and therefore
highlight two action steps
suggested to ABAG, the city
council approved the follow-

ing amendments:

"Next Steps: 1) We under-
stand that the Administrative
Committee took a preliminary
action to deny Lafayette’s ap-
peal, however we respectfully
request that the error be cor-
rected by reducing our allo-
cation. 2) The issuance of an
errata (see attached) should
not be used to change policy
moving forward and should
be limited to factual and
technical corrections. Policy
changes should be made by
the Executive Board through
a public hearing process."

Receiving no public com-
ments, the council unani-
mously approved the letter as
amended.

Mayor and city manager answer questions at Lafayette
Homeowners Council meeting

By Lou Fancher

Lafayette Mayor Susan Can-
dell and City Manager Niroop
Srivatsa gave substantive re-
ports Oct. 14 during an online
meeting by the Lafayette
Homeowners Council - a non-
profit organization represent-
ing the interests of homeown-
ers throughout Lafayette.
Moderated by LHC President
Bill Bucher, Candell and Sri-
vatsa answered residents’
questions about safe routes to
school, wildfire safety mea-
sures and how to harden
homes by trimming dead trees
and brush, housing develop-
ment issues, and other topics
of interest.

“The LHC tries to hold
resident meetings twice a year
depending on topics and cur-
rent events affecting home-
owners,” said Bucher. “Access

to people making decisions
that affect the homeowners
helps everyone understand
the process and challenges we
as a city face. Transparency
and accountability is most im-
portant in a small town.”

At the beginning of the
question and answer period,
following Srivatsa’s and Can-
dell’s presentations, resident
Lauren McCaib Herpich said
the she thinks the town of
Lafayette is changing dramat-
ically, especially in the down-
town area. “When the General
Plan Advisory Committee was
first talking about a mission
statement, there was a re-
sounding outcry that we are
not semi-rural anymore.”

Srivatsa, who has worked
for the city of Lafayette since
1992, said that she has never
seen such a significant shift in
community expectations
about growth as there is today.

She predicted that as they
proceed with the General Plan
update, they will have some
difficult conversations — espe-
cially on land use. The staff is
currently working on meeting
requirements for increased
housing density on BART-
owned parking lots to meet
next year’s AB 2923 compli-
ance deadlines, making up-
dates to the Housing Element
plan due at the end of 2022
(CEQA review included), and
updating General Plan 2040.
During the meeting Can-
dell addressed the impact that
recently passed bills, SB 9 and
SB 10, will have on the com-
munity. While SB 10 is an opt-
in bill, meaning there is no
impact on communities unless
their councils vote to create an
ordinance to upzone parcels
under the law, these bills
change single family zoning
rules and allow up to six units

(SB 9) or 10 units plus 2 ADUs
and 2 Junior ADUs (SB 10) to
be developed on a single land
parcel. The bills also place
housing element allocations
under state, not local control.

Bucher asked Candell if,
with the passage of the bills,
the city will automatically
meet the Regional Housing
Needs Allocation numbers,
which require an additional
2,114 units be added to the
city’s Housing Element. Can-
dell said that the Housing Ele-
ment numbers are including
ADUs and the city can include
increased capacity from SB 9
and 10 in RHNA numbers, but
noted neither bill has an af-
fordability clause.

Candell said people can
lobby state legislators for re-
turning local zoning control to
cities and for more support for
nonprofit housing develop-
ment companies to build pro-

jects with below-market-rate
units. “The city has a require-
ment that all multi-family
projects have 15% set aside for
BMR, so we’re slowly building
our affordable housing stock.”
Candell said she wished they
could raise the percentage to
25, but by law the state won’t
allow it. “I think we could do
better. We as a city, without
the state telling us what to do,
could actually build stronger
affordable housing
requirements.”

When Candell was asked
by Patty Battersby what resi-
dents can do right now “to get
our regional control back,”
Candell suggested she visit
stopsacramento.org and to
sign up for their newsletters.
Bucher also asked about safe
pathways to school, saying,
“We all want safe routes, but
plans can get diluted.”

... continued on Page A3
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medicine physician, specializing
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The rain didn’t deter runners, young and old, from having a
great time at the Oct. 24 Lafayette Reservoir Run.

By Sharon K. Sobotta

Pouring rain didn’t stop hun-
dreds of runners and walkers
from showing up for the
Lafayette Res Run. Athletes
skipped and stretched, paying
no mind to the puddles and
downpour as they waited for
the sounding horn for their 5
and 10K races to begin, at the
same time as clusters of fami-
lies stayed closer to buildings,
in ponchos and under um-
brellas.

More than 2,300 people
registered to participate in the
5K, the 10K and the 2-mile
races this year. Those who
showed up said they waited
too long to be back together
doing this race as a commu-
nity to be scared of a little — or
a lot of rain.

Pete Lowenberg said he
showed up with his wife’s en-
couragement after taking a
long sabbatical from running.
“I'm here this morning to sup-
port all the runners and 'm
going to run myself in the 5K.
My goal is to finish it and
hopefully to do that in less
than 1:05,” Lowenberg said
ahead of the race. “The way
the weather is, if we can’t run
it, we’ll swim it.”

Hien Clayton and her

daughter Lexi, who attends
Lafayette Elementary school,
ran and walked in the 2-mile
race along with Daisy Troop
30245 in Lafayette. Clayton
said, rain or shine, she’s al-
ways happy to have a chance
to get out and be with the
community. “The rain makes
it really memorable. The girls
are working on earning their
medal for being courageous
and strong and they definitely
earned it,” Hien said. “It’s
raining so hard and I see so
many smiling faces every-
where and everyone’s excited
to be together again and do
something that can help and
give some hope.”

Along with the happy
puddle jumpers, there were
plenty of children in the 2-
mile race that were a little
‘weighed’ down by the soggy
day. Brooke Peterson, the
leader of Daisy Troop 30245,
said she was happy that all of
her first-grade Daisies stuck
out the challenge of the wet
race, for the most part with
smiles on their faces. “My
daughter said it was the best
day ever. They’re all little first-
graders that are (an extra) 10
pounds soaking wet,” Brook
said. “It’s been so long and it
feels so good to be back to-
gether again.”

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Running in the rain

Mayor and city manager
answer questions at
Lafayette Homeowners
Council meeting

... continued from Page A2

Candell said she sees this as a
two-step process: Try to get
something in as quickly and ex-
pediently as possible, such as
enacting parking restrictions or
adding speed humps, with the
second step a longer-term
process, like adding protective
pathways or changing two-way
streets to one-way streets.

After outlining current
housing projects in and near the
downtown core, Srivatsa high-
lighted some of the city’s other
activities, including new initia-
tives to potentially resolve PG&E
lawsuits regarding tree removal,
and the formation of a gas
safety alliance comprising com-
munity residents who are moni-
toring PG&E and working with
the California Public Utilities
Commission and will provide
the council with updates. She
also mentioned how the city
hired a trapper to deal with wild
pigs that are devastating front
lawns.

Financial support for the
business community is head-
lined by American Rescue Plan
Act (ARPA) funds granted to the
city: $6.37 million in total, with
half available immediately; the
second half deliverable in 2022.
Candell said a completed busi-
ness survey asking businesses
and nonprofits for ideas had
only 78 respondents from
Lafayette but was useful. Busi-
ness owners suggested a shop
local campaign or gift card pro-
gram, general assistance relief
support, rent assistance, more
downtown events, more arts

and culture venues, better light-
ing, more free parking and
more.

A community survey that
closed Oct. 25 had received 734
responses, with comments clus-
tered on topics such as improv-
ing public infrastructure, in-
creased wildfire prevention,
greater police presence, ex-
panding outdoor dining, open-
ing the Lafayette Theater, and
holding more public outdoor
events.

After all the feedback is re-
ceived and studied by city coun-
cil, Candell said the directions
taken and priorities set will be
selected and voted upon at
meetings in November and
December.

In an interview after the
meeting, Bucher said he would
like to see future presentations
and discussions about “how the
$6.37 million in COVID-19 funds
will be spent, how we handle
housing development in our
downtown and the related traf-
fic and circulation issues.”

Bucher said he and most of
the LHC have been following
these topics at city meetings and
through other presentations.
“We feel the topics are impor-
tant for all homeowners to un-
derstand and how these will af-
fect the city’s character and up-
coming changes,” he said.

The LHC plans to conduct a
meeting in the spring as well as
a Candidates Night next fall for
the upcoming November 2022
election. For information about
the LHC, visit
lafayettehomeownerscouncil.org

925-377-0977
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1 Hastings Drive, Moraga
4221SgFt | 4 Br | 3 Ba | .35 Ac lot

Delightful Sanders Ranch home
with high end finishes through-
out.

This custom home features
amazing curb appeal, spacious
open floorplan, high ceilings,
gourmet kitchen, office, bonus
room and a temperature
controlled wine cellar.

Lovely grounds with covered
heated patio, outdoor kitchen,
pool & spa.

1HastingsCt.com
Offered at $2,595,000

ELENAHOOD

REAL ESTATE GROUP

Lafayette \ Moraga \ Orinda

Elena Hood
925.254.3030
Elena@Orinda.com
BRE: 1221247

A Compoass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources
deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition,sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square
footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.

Lafayette
Public

LAFAYETTE Meetings

City Council

Regular Meeting

Monday, Nov. 8, 7 p.m.
Teleconference via City of Lafayette's
You Tube Channel:
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Planning Commission
Meeting

Monday, Nov. 1, 7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Design Review

Wednesday, Oct. 27, 7 p.m. Zoom
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

PRICE GALLEGOS GROUP

7
EXCLUSIVE PROPERTIES

Pnce Gallegos

Off-Market in Burton Valley | 2 Burr Court, Lafayette
Sold for $2,200,000 | Represented Buyer
Midcentury modern home. Expansive lawn on a quiet court.

@) 3Beds |i 2 Baths | il 2099sa Ft4| o 30 Acres

We have buyers looking in Lamorinda! Interested in selling?
We offer a program to cover the costs of home preparation to
get your house ready to sell, at 0% interest rate and no fees.

Ranked in Top 1% of Realtors in Contra Costa County

Amy S. Price-Boaman | Christine Gallegos
Price Gallegos Group

925.997.6808 | 925.878.2883

DRE#01433269 | DRE#01896511
pricegallegos@compass.com
pricegallegos.com
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JIM COLHOUN PRESENTS...
1223 RIMER DRIVE, MORAGA
..Z":! —

Welcome Home! Classic two-story Moraga home with updated kitchen,
hardwood floors, and lovely backyard. Features 1st floor bedroom and
full bath for guests (or office) and 4 bedrooms upstairs with bonus
landing area perfect for kids' study or toy central. Desirable Moraga
K-8 schools nearby. Enjoy the Moraga lifestyle with weekly Farmers'
Market and summer concerts at Moraga Commons Park. Top-rated

JIM COLHOUN
REALTOR®
925.200.2795

jim@jimcolhoun.com
DRE# 01029160

CUbDUM
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DRE 01882902
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Call Jim today.

He has the most 5-Star

Campolindo High School, too. Offered at $1,795,000

“Jim knows what to do.”

Zillow Reviews in Lamorindal!

Nearly 300 households participate in the Sustainable Moraga Challenge

By Vera Kochan

In October 2020, the town
council authorized Moraga to
partner with Sustainable Con-
tra Costa to inspire its citizens
to make environmentally
friendly choices in their daily
activities with regards to
home, work and community
life. The partnership helped to
further the goals set by the
town’s Climate Action Plan di-

rected at energy efficiency,
transportation and water
usage.

The Sustainable Moraga
Challenge began in December,
with participating households
creating online profiles in or-
der to track their progress.
Team challenges were also en-
couraged to promote addi-
tional friendly yet competitive
goal setting.

Parks and Recreation Di-
rector Breyana Brandt’s Oct.

13 staff report noted several
categories where changes
could have been made: Big Ac-
tions (purchase or lease an
electric vehicle; install solar
panels), Energy Efficiency (ad-
just thermostat; weatherize or
insulate home), Transportation
(telecommute; carpool; take
the bus), Water (take shorter
showers; install efficient irri-
gation systems), Renter
Friendly (wash clothes wisely;
catch the rain), and Easy (up-

grade dishwasher; install low-
flow toilets; turn off the
faucet).

Within less than one year,
296 households have regis-
tered in the Moraga Challenge,
and between Dec. 14, 2020, to
Oct. 4, 2021, a combined total
of 173 tons of CO2 (equivalent)
emissions have been reduced.

Not stopping there, reports
show 4,017 therms (natural
gas) saved, along with 61,398
kWh of electricity saved.
Nearly 375,000 gallons of wa-
ter have been saved, as well as
4,244 gallons of gasoline. Per-
haps the most significant and
inspiring figure is the cash
savings of $71,240.

To join the Sustainable Moraga Challenge visit:
https://cleanercontracosta.org/moraga.

The clock is ticking to appoint a new Moraga council member

... continued from Page Al

With the topic of land use
high on the list of town council
discussions for the upcoming

year, the importance of some-
one with planning commission
experience pre-empted the
first motion to appoint Hillis as
a council member by Onoda
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and seconded by Sos. The mo-
tion failed with a 2-2 vote. Sos
then made a motion to appoint
Makker, to which there was no
second.

“Can I just ask what we're
doing here?” questioned Sos.
“We have two qualified candi-
dates, and we just had a vote
on each of them, and you said
‘no’ to both of them, so I don’t
understand what we’re doing
here.”

McCluer reiterated that he
felt both candidates hadn’t
been residents long enough.
However, Sos pointed out that
they all started out green to the
job. “To measure people up,
people who are assuming of-
fice for the first time, to a sea-
soned council member, I don’t
believe is the appropriate way
to be looking at this.”

Woehleke felt that the
town council has not been
supportive of staff, and that
there has been a lack of coop-
eration with regards to deci-
sion making, especially when
he raises an issue. He men-
tioned that McCluer tried to
organize a meeting to discuss
the issues, but that it was re-

FALL INTO SAVINGS!

§ v @ries(e)
Hours of operation
Mon-Sat 9am -6pm
Office and Yard.

Or call for an
appointment.

(925)

SMALLER (UPSTAIRS)
GOOD FOR 3MONTHS OFFER ENDS 10/31/21

LIMITED AVAILABILITY

AR
RENTHSPACE

, Wiwmre M Yauraslf @ Naws

455 M Rd. Ste. F
) 643-2026

3-202

Www.SASpace.com

jected. He was also concerned
about the possibility of three
council members out-weighing
the other two on a regular
basis.

Onoda pointed out the ur-
gency of making a decision
that evening in order to avoid a
potential special election (in
May or June), after which
Town Manager Cynthia Bat-
tenberg stated the cost to Mor-
aga could be anywhere be-
tween $93,104 and $162,932.

“I'm very concerned that
whoever we choose has to be a
good team member,” replied
Woehleke. “We have to work
together as a group of five.”

McCluer agreed, saying
that if the application process
is opened up again, possibly
more applicants will come for-
ward. “Ideally a broad-based
business person with a gov-
ernment background that’s
been in Moraga for a while.”

Making another attempt at
appointment, Onoda motioned
for Makker with Sos seconding.
Once again, McCluer and
Woehleke voted against.

A clearly upset Onoda sug-
gested that McCluer and
Woehleke get together to dis-
cuss the issue in order to avoid
more work for staff. “If you
guys are this tender about it, it
needs to be taken care of, and I
don’t think it has anything to
do with the people who are
trying to be on the council. If
you two would swallow what-
ever rancid thing that you have
in your mouth from the past,
and we make this decision
tonight and get this done, then
we have meetings — the four of
us — and get this taken care of!”

The decision was made to
continue the process to the
next day’s regular town council
meeting in the hopes that
“sleeping on it” might change
some minds.

On Oct. 13, Onoda imme-
diately cut to the chase and
moved to appoint Hillis to the
council with Sos seconding the
motion. Yet again, the vote
ended in 2-2.

Sos addressed the concern
about a “new to the town”
member, suggesting that a
mentorship from the others
could be helpful, to which
Woehleke replied that can-
vassing for a new set of appli-
cants “may provide better clar-
ity. I personally think we owe
it to the residents since there
are questions to open it back
up again, and we’ll be no
worse off.”

“This isn’t going to sound
very nice, so 'm warning you
guys ahead of time,” stated On-
oda. “If we have to go to a Spe-
cial Election, it is on the vice

mayor and the mayor, because
Council Member Sos and I have
both said okay to two candi-
dates that are very qualified, so
I just want it to be very clear
that that’s what I'm thinking,
and it is completely 100% on
you two, and that will cost
$100,000, perhaps, and I don’t
think this town wants to spend
money doing that when they
have elected us to make deci-
sions. That is our job. As ugly
as my statements just were, I
stand by them.” With that be-
ing said, she once again mo-
tioned to appoint Makker to
town council and was sec-
onded by Sos. The vote again
was 2-2.

“When you say it’s on us, it
sounds like you’re saying it’s
our fault,” challenged McCluer.
“It sounds like you're saying
your opinion is right and our
opinion is wrong. When you
have a 2-2 vote, you have a dif-
ference of opinion.” He once
again suggested reopening the
application process as a benefit
to the residents.

Sos felt that opening an-
other round of applications
was disrespectful to the candi-
dates who initially responded
in a timely manner for the
Sept. 30 deadline. Posing the
idea that McCluer and
Woehleke needed more time to
reconsider Hillis and Makker
she motioned that the entire
matter be continued to the Oct.
27 Regular Town Council
Meeting. Seconded by Onoda,
the vote failed 2-2.

McCluer motioned to open
the application process up to
another round with Woehleke
seconding. This time Onoda
and Sos voted against.

Battenberg stated that the
issue would be agendized
again for the Oct. 27 Town
Council Meeting, as it is the last
regular meeting before the 60
day period of appointment ex-
pires on Nov. 8.

The town received 32 pub-
lic letters of concern about this
topic as of Oct. 22. An Oct. 17
letter addressed to the mayor
and council members pointed
out that “the refusal of half the
Council to make a selection
risks forcing the Town into an
eight-month period with only a
four-member Council - and the
inability to break tie votes.”
The letter was signed by 13
former Moraga mayors and
council members whose term
in office ranged from 1974-
2020. It went on to urge them
to “set aside internal disputes,
swiftly appoint one of the ap-
plicants before you, and return
your attention to executing the
urgent business of the Town.”

Town Council

Wednesday, Oct. 27, 6:30 p.m.

Planning Commission:

Tuesday, Nov. 2, 6:30 p.m.

Park and Recreation Commission:
Monday, Nov. 15, 7 p.m.

Moraga School District Board Meetings :

Tuesday, Nov. 9, 6 p.m.
www.moraga.k12.ca.us.
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Moraga mom launches Veggie Explorers Club subscription for kids

Kit focuses on four senses
By Jenn Freedman

Local mom and “The Family
Kitchen Coach,” Amy Jizma-
gian, has created an engaging
and educational subscription
box for kids. Veggie Explorers
Club creatively introduces
vegetables to children through
simple sensory activities fo-
cused on sight, smell, touch
and taste.

Veggie Explorers Club is
part craft kit, part cooking kit.
Each month’s kit focuses on
one in-season vegetable. The
eco-conscious box arrives at
the child’s doorstep and in-
cludes everything needed ex-
cept the food.

“I created Veggie Explor-
ers Club because it was the
thing I wished I had as I was
introducing new foods to my
kids,” Jizmagian shares. Be-
fore having kids, Jizmagian
assumed raising healthy, ad-
venturous eaters would be
easy: introduce vegetables
first, make healthy food taste
good, and minimize junk food.
“And while these do help, I
underestimated how much
kids are their own little peo-
ple. They have their own nat-
ural preferences, tastes, and
development patterns.”

Jizmagian utilizes scien-
tific research showing that
kids who have no-pressure,
and even non-eating interac-
tions with food are more likely
to eat it. “As a result, all of the
activities in the Kkits are invita-
tions to play and explore — not
pressure to eat — knowing that
even if they don’t try it now, it
will likely help them be more
open to eating it in the future.”

o

o

Photos provided

Jizmagian’s idea for this
kit for kids came to her in the
fall of 2020, smack in the mid-
dle of the pandemic, when she
had very little time to herself.
And yet, amazingly, Veggie Ex-
plorers Club was born just a
few months later in March
2021.

Her biggest challenge has
been developing the physical
product in a thoughtful way.
We all hate getting more
“stuff” in the house, so Jizma-
gian is mindful of striking the
right balance between “fun for
kids” and “good for the earth.”
For example, each box con-
tains at least one useful tool
that kids can use over and
over again. And the art activi-
ties are generally paper-based
with minimal components that
can be easily recycled.

Each box incorporates a
recipe for the “taste” activity.
Recipes include modifications
for gluten-free, vegetarian, ve-
gan, and dairy-free.

Veggie Explorers Club
customers can choose from
several subscription options: a
one-time box for $29.99, an
ongoing monthly club mem-
bership for $24.99 per month
(with free cancellation at any
time with no minimum com-
mitment), or a 3 month gift for
$75. And you can add a sibling
for $9.99 per box as well.

Conscious that busy par-
ents may feel pressed to find
enough time to supervise their
children through the activities
each month, Jizmagian offers
an optional online “playtime”
class as well. At no additional
cost, parents can sign up their
kiddos for a 1-hour Zoom ses-

Repairable bikes find new
homes during Cycle Recycle

Submitted by
Bobbie Preston

Don’t toss that repairable bike
on the garbage heap; it’s time
once again for the Cycle Recy-
cle! Over the last 24 years
Bobbie and Tom Preston have
collected over 3,700 repairable
bikes Nov. 1-31 on their drive-
way at 1307 Larch in Moraga.
No helmets are accepted and

N0 razors or scooters are ac-
cepted either, unless in “primo
condition,” but bike racks are
accepted. And the Prestons
will accept biking clothing in
primo condition as well. No
need to call. This year’s recipi-
ents of Cycle Recycle include
Waterside workshops, Trips
for Kids, Keeping our Promise,
Charity Bike Institute, White
Pony Express, and Oakland in-
ternational High School.

» Brush Clearing

+ Leaf Cleanup

« Limbing/Thinning
s Debris Removal

» Defensible Space. .

S~ -}
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sion with her. During play-
time, Jizmagian leads up to 10
children through the activities
from the box.

This reporter can vouch
from experience ... my kids T # " 58CaminoDelDiablo.com
have thoroughly enjoyed the A =y e . ‘
activities and have even tasted g
asparagus and artichokes for
the first time ever.

If you've been wondering
how to get your kids or grand-
kids involved in the kitchen,
give them exposure to healthy
food, and maybe even try a
new vegetable, Veggie Explor-
ers Club may be a fun option
for the little one(s) in your life.

For more information or to order a subscription, go to
www.veggieexplorersclub.com.

EXECUTIVE RESIDENCE | 58 Camino Del Diablo | Orinda | $3,900,000
For the corporate executive seeking grand yet comfortable accommodations,
private gardens, stunning views, and a central location allowing easy
access to SFO, OAK, and Jetex air charters, 58 Camino Del Diablo, Orinda
is a rare and unique investment opportunity. Commissioned by the
deLaveaga family, original settlers of Orinda, this residential complex was
built by Italian craftsmen in a style prevalent in the Alps. The main house,
a three-story, 14-room chalet (3,795 square feet, 3 BR, 3.5 BA) features
a grand living room with marble bar, high ceilings, and a massive
wood-burning fireplace. Across the patio, a well-appointed guest house
(805 square feet, 1 BR, 1.5 BA) offers even more living space for larger
family gatherings, and indoor/outdoor meeting places suitable for creative
retreats -- all this situated on a .79-acre promontory with mature oak trees.

Ann Newton Cane Golden
415.999.0253 Gate
a.newtoncane@ggsir.com -
Lic.#02084093 Sotheby’s

Amy Jizmagian
Each Franchise Is Independently Owned And Operated. INTERNATIONAL REALTY
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The Real Estate Market is Hotter Than Ever!
*Low Interest Rates *Low Inventory *Abundant Buyers
Now
is the Best Time to Prepare and Sell

Call me for my
*23+ years of Experience and Market Expertise
*Winning Strategies and Guidance
*No Obligation Estimate of Value

ARIDCIATOEN

April Matthews 925.200.0773 DRE# 01221153

L.april. matthews@gmail.com

SUPPLY HARDWARE =

g PRV HARBNARE L

LIVE NEAR?

WORK
HERE

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS
PT, FT & SEASONAL

OSH is an equal-opportunity employer

" APPLY AT 1550 Canyon Rd.
OSH.COM/CAREERS  Moraga, CA 94556
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City council agrees that Charles Hill Circle home
worthy of historic landmark

By Sora O'Doherty

The denial by the planning
commission to grant historic
landmark status to a residence
at 12 Charles Hill Circle was re-
versed by the city council on
appeal on Oct. 19. The council
members noted that it was a
tough decision for a number of
reasons, including the fact that
the landmark status had origi-
nally been recommended by
the Historic Landmarks Com-
mittee but was denied by the
planning commission with only
five members present at the
time.

Homeowner and appellant
Nathan Ogle, an architect, has
owned the home since 2009.
The single family residence on
over three-quarters of an acre
was designed by architect Paul
Hamilton, who lived in the
home and used it as his office
for about a decade. The origi-
nal landscaping was designed
by renown landscape architect
Lawrence Halprin, but little of
the original landscaping
survives.

The application has been
vigorously opposed by the ap-
plicant’s neighbors on Charles
Hill Circle, who have argued
that the applicant seeks the
designation in order to inter-
fere with their properties. In
fact, the applicant did oppose
plans by his neighbor to re-
move a tree and widen a drive-
way, but Planning Director
Drummond Buckley, who pre-
sented the staff report to the
council, emphasized that that
argument had been denied and
that the historic landmark sta-
tus would apply solely to the
one house, 12 Charles Hill
Circle.

There was also consider-
able doubt about the status of
Paul Hamilton. The architect
designed about five homes in
Orinda and many others else-
where. It was agreed that none
of his homes have been granted
historic landmark status thus
far. The applicant claims that
their home is a well-preserved
example of the Second Bay
Tradition in modern architec-
ture.

In order to be granted his-
toric landmark status, a prop-
erty must be found to meet
three of eight criteria. The
planning commission found
that 12 Charles Hill Circle met
only one condition, criterion E,
that the building contains ele-
ments of architectural design,
detail and materials or crafts-
manship which represent a
significant architectural inno-
vation. However the city coun-
cil members agreed that the
residence met three criteria,
criterion E, as well as criteria A
and D. A specifies that the
character, interest or value is
part of the development, her-
itage or cultural characteristics
of Orinda, the state of Califor-
nia, the United States of Amer-
ica or Native Americans; D is
that the building represents a
distinctive example of an ar-
chitectural period, style or
movement or its identification
as the work of an architect or
master builder whose work has
influenced the development of
the city.

The council could not
agree on C, that the proposed
landmark is associated with a
person who significantly con-
tributed to the culture, history
and development of the city.
But meeting criteria A, D, and E

was sufficient to warrant the
landmark status.

All of the city council
members had questions and
concerns regarding the prop-
erty. Vice Mayor Dennis Fay
asked about any burden the
status would place on the
property owner and also on his
neighbors. Buckley responded
that only the exterior house
structure and entry courtyard
would be protected. Any pro-
posed changes to the protected
structure would require a
landmark improvement plan to
be approved by the Planning
Commission. He emphasized
that the landmark status placed
no restrictions on any sur-
rounding properties. Fay was
also glad to find out that there
are provisions that allow the
city council to revoke a land-
mark designation if they deem
it necessary.

Council Member Darlene
Gee asked the applicant why he
wanted the historic landmark
status for his home. He replied
that, although it was a lot of
hard work, as an architect he
viewed preserving the home as
“my legacy for the city, and my
children’s legacy for the city.”
He stressed that he wishes to
give back his knowledge to the
next generation. He added
that, having been the archi-
tect’s residence, “this house has
memories in it.”

In public comments,
preservation architect Mark
Hulbert said that the subject
house lacks strength of charac-
ter, and that the architect is ob-
scure. In his opinion, “neither
the architect nor the house is
historically important to the
city of Orinda.” Leslie Lundin
who owns 14 Charles Hill Circle

said she would love to see the
home restored, but contended
that the applicant “is trying to
bully his neighbors and the city
council.” She pointed out that
the architect has never had a
house designated as historically
significant and that his work
was derivative. She also noted
that the home has been exten-
sively altered and the original
landscaping is gone.

Todd Williams, a land use
attorney representing Lundin
posited that Criterion A would
apply to almost half the houses
in Orinda. He also averred that
Hamilton was not a significant
architect and that his work was
not innovative. Bobbi Landers.
former Orinda mayor and
chair of the Historic Land-
marks Committee also ad-
dressed the council. She said
that the committee is very dili-
gent and has only landmarked
four to five houses thus far.

Local attorney David Trot-
ter, who represents the appel-
lant, urged the council to seize
the day and designate the Paul
Hamilton house as a unique
example of the Second Bay
Tradition. “This is an opportu-
nity you don’t get every day,”
he urged. He also mentioned
that the owner is in discussion
with a book publisher about
the house.

Mayor Amy Worth talked
about the history of architec-
ture in Orinda, and concluded
that Paul Hamilton, while not
comparable to famous archi-
tects Frank Lloyd Wright or
Richard Neutra who designed
two homes with historic land-
mark status in Orinda, did con-
tribute to the identity of
Orinda. The measure passed
unanimously.
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Schools focus on COVID and other

safety issues

By Sora O'Doherty

Lamorinda schools are work-
ing with Walnut Creek schools
to make sure that rapid testing
is available to every student
and parent every day in the
greater Walamorinda area.
Since the return to school for
the 2021-22 academic year,
there have been protocols in
effect that require students to
be tested if they exhibit any
symptoms or are notified of an
exposure incident. The test,
which is required for the stu-
dent to return to school, has
not been easy to obtain in the
recent past.

Each school appears to
present the testing information
in a different format on the
school’s website. However, as
of Oct. 12, Orinda Union Dis-
trict School superintendent
Aida Glimme says that the sys-
tem has been upgraded in an
effort to make rapid tests more
available. Results of the rapid
antigen tests are generally
available within 20 minutes.
The goal is to make sure that
students miss as little school as
possible, while making sure
that everyone is protected to
the greatest extent. Scheduling
is being provided by the Global
Virus Pass, a system being used
by most school districts, ac-
cording to Glimme. Neverthe-
less, parents are reporting on
social media and in person that
they are experiencing difficul-
ties trying to get their children
tested.

From the OUSD website,
parents can see where rapid
antigen tests or PCR tests are
being offered every school day
in Lamorinda and Walnut
Creek. The current schedule
for tests is: Monday, Stanley
Middle School, and Lafayette
and Moraga Community Li-
brary; Tuesday, Acalanes Union

High School District; Wednes-
day, Tice Creek Elementary,
Walnut Creek and Orinda
Union School District Office;
Thursday, Burton Valley Ele-
mentary, Lafayette; and Friday,
Orinda Union School District
Office.

All sites except Acalanes
currently offer both types of
tests. Acalanes does not offer
rapid antigen testing, but is in
the process of getting them, ac-
cording to Nick Carpenter,
AUHSD Director of School Ser-
vices who had been assigned to
COVID testing and contact
tracing. Like other schools,
AUHSD has a nurse who ad-
ministers rapid antigen tests to
students who have been ex-
posed and are on modified
quarantine. Carpenter noted
that the test clinic at AUHSD is
being used almost exclusively
by younger children, not high
school students.

There are a number of cir-
cumstances that require a stu-
dent be tested before being al-
lowed to return to school,
ranging from having a stom-
achache to being exposed to
someone who tested positive
for COVID. In the latter case,
the student will be tested by
the school nurse and placed on
a modified quarantine, which
allows the student to continue
attending school.

Testing is only one of the
weapons being employed in
the fight against the virus. Ac-
cording to John Nickerson,
AUHSD superintendent, there
have only been three cases in
the past six weeks, which he
says shows that mitigation ef-
forts are working. The schools
report that there have been no
incidents of COVID being
transmitted at school thus far.
However, he pointed out the
schools rely upon their HVAC
systems and air filters to pro-
tect students and staff. He

noted that in the event of a
public safety power shutoff the
schools would be forced to shut
down because they would lack
power to operate these sys-
tems.

Miramonte principal Ben
Campopiano reported that
while there have been no
COVID cases at Miramonte in
over six weeks, wellness center
visits have ticked higher this
year. OUSD’s Glimme agreed
that academics are going really
well, but she said that the chal-
lenge is mental health. “Stu-
dents are struggling to interact
in person,” she explained.
“Some who have never been to
school in person; social inter-
action is crucial,” she contin-
ued. Glimme said that OUSD’s
main focus right now is the in-
creased need for mental health
support.

COVID is only one of the
safety issues of concern to the
schools. Another issue that has
been getting a lot of attention
recently is the safety of stu-
dents on their way to and from
schools, following several traf-
fic incidents, including the
death of a school crossing
guard and injury of a child
outside Stanley Middle School
in Lafayette and the serious in-
jury of a child skateboarding to
Las Lomas High School in Wal-
nut Creek. This has been the
subject of a number of meet-
ings recently between mayors,
city managers, and the school
boards.

Orinda Mayor Amy Worth
says that what is required is
that the whole community slow
down. “The tragedy in
Lafayette reminds us that we
have congestion,” she said in a
recent interview. “We are
looking at structural things
that we can do to make the
roads safer, but,” she says, “it
has to be a community aware-
ness campaign.”

Friends of Orinda Library purchase
phone charging cabinet

By Sora O'Doherty

The Orinda Library will soon
feature a locking phone
charging cabinet, donated by
the Friends of the Orinda Li-
brary. The cabinet contains
eight bays into which users

can place their phone for
charging. Each bay will se-
curely lock with a personal
pin code. The cabinet will
provide rapid charging for
both Android and Apple
phones. Because it can be
hooked up to a generator, it

can also be used during Pub-
lic Safety Power Shutdowns
(PSPSs). The Friends an-
nounced at the Orinda
Mayor’s Liaison Meeting on
Oct. 12 that the cabinet will
be made available to Orinda
during any upcoming PSPSs.
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Visiting Czech student at Miramonte
High School.

By Sora O'Doherty

Denisa Dvordkova was thrilled to win
the competition and be chosen by the
Orinda-Tabor Sister City Foundation to
come and study at Miramonte High
School in Orinda. But then, the COVID-
19 pandemic intervened. The Czech
student was unable to come and study
in Orinda during the pandemic. But the
Foundation, in fairness, offered her the
next opportunity to come.

Dvorakova finally arrived in
Orinda on Aug. 1. She was vaccinated
against COVID in the Czech Republic,
which was a bit tricky because she did
not meet the age requirement there.

But it was managed, and the young
Czech woman set off on her first solo
international trip.

Dvordkova says that it was her
dream to come, but the postponement

. 1s also a little bit tricky, because now

she is a senior at her high school in Ta-
bor, the Secondary School of Civil and
Mechanical Engineering, and must take
her final year exams, known as Matu-
rita, in April. This means that she must
keep up with her Czech course work as
well as her Orinda school work. But the
lively 18-year-old still finds a little time
for fun.

When she started school on Aug.
12, she signed up to be a cheerleader,
which she really enjoyed. She per-
formed at home and away games.
However, dancing, she admits, is not
her strong suit. She started to practice
her tennis, and was soon invited to join
the tennis team, which she did. Unfor-
tunately, she couldn’t manage both, so
she had to drop cheerleading, but she is

happy to still have friends on the squad.

She plays tennis at Acalanes High
School every day, using a racket bor-
rowed from her host brother, who, like
her brother back home, also plays ten-
nis.

Dvorakova is being hosted by the
Mosher family in Orinda. It reminds
her of her own family in the Czech Re-
public, because she also has a younger
brother who plays tennis, and a sister.
Her host father is a construction engi-

neer, like her own father. She also has
a host sister, but she is away at Bryn
Mawr College in Pennsylvania. She en-
joyed spending time with her when she
was home visiting. Her host mother
actually works in the College & Career
Center at Miramonte. During her long
wait, Dvorakova says that her host mom
kept her up to date on developments on
this side of the pond via video chats.
Since arriving, Dvordkova has been
brought to visit the Golden Gate Bridge
and San Francisco, which she loved.
She’s been to Los Angeles, visiting Hol-
lywood, Santa Monica, Malibu and
Venice Beach. During Winter break, her
host family is taking her to Maui. After
that, she won’t return to Miramonte,
but will head back to the Czech Repub-
lic on Jan. 10, 2022, where she’ll return
to her classes immediately, then take
her exams and start applying for uni-
versity. Although it is late, she may ap-
ply to some American schools, as well
as to the university in Prague.
Dvordakova is fluent in English, as
well as speaking Czech and has studied
German, although she doesn’t speak
German. She enjoys international
travel, and has visited both Malta and

Boston for English language courses. In
the future she would like to travel to
Northern Europe, including Denmark,
Norway, Finland and Germany.

“I don’t have time to be homesick!”
Dvordakova says. She keeps up with her
friends at home via social media. She
writes a blog in Czech on Instagram so
that the next visiting student will have
an idea of what the experience is like.
The next student will be selected in
February, and Dvordkova hopes to be
included in the interview panel.

What has impressed Dvordkova
about Miramonte? “I really like the
school spirit,” she says. She is amazed
that the students wear the school col-
ors, and come out to cheer for their
teams. Her favorite class at Miramonte
is Principles of Engineering, which re-
minds her of her Czech physics class.
Like her father, Dvorakova wants to be
a civil engineer.

“I'm so grateful for all of this,” she
said, wondering how she could express
her thanks to her host family. When
she returns to Tabor, she will be in a
select group of those who visited
Orinda as students and who maintain
close ties to Tabor’s sister-city.
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MORAGA | $1,575,000

Remodeled 4br/2ba home w/updated, open-plan kitchen, spa-like primary bath, vaulted ceilings & dual-paned windows. Flat yard w/lawn & sport court. Close to schools & Cabana Club.

Michelle Holcenberg 925.324.0405
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Kelly Crawford 925.998.5599
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EL SOBRANTE | $949,000
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: Renown Robert Walters “Living in the Round” house with Mount Tam & Bay views! The yard features several vegetable gardens and fruit trees.
w Vlatka Bathgate 925.597.1573
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Great Lamorinda ShakeOut gives radio users a refresher course

Photo Sora O'Doherty

During the "hotwash" the incident team reviewed what

worked well, and what didn't.

By Sora O'Doherty

As befits any emergency re-
lated event, there were
donuts, there was a dog, and
if you were listening on a
GMRS radio at 10:21 a.m. on
Oct. 21, you would have
heard, “Good morning. This
is an exercise. This is net con-
trol for Orinda, Moraga, and
Lafayette GMRS Repeater
portion of the Great Lamor-
inda ShakeOut Net.”
Members of Lamorinda
Community Emergency Re-
sponse Team (CERT) and

Lamorinda Area Radio Inter-
est Group (LARIG) were called
upon to radio in to Incident
Control and report their
names and locations. This ex-
ercise was part of the greater
event on the same day. Over
31 million participants were
registered for 2021 Great
ShakeOut Earthquake Drills
worldwide.

Incident Commander
Bruce Macler had a number
of goals for the exercise.
Chiefly he wanted to find out
how many radio users were
willing to participate and

where they were located,
with an eye toward answer-
ing the question, “Can this
system be used in a real
emergency?” Radio skills are
considered perishable, and
the exercise was also de-
signed to allow CERT and
LARIG members to refresh
their skills, as well as to de-
velop a citizen-level commu-
nication plan for Lamorinda.

After the announcement
went out, a group of volun-
teers gathered at Incident
Command on Donald Drive in
Orinda, an area known for
good radio reception. Several
volunteers known as scribes
answered radio calls, col-
lected information from the
callers, and forwarded it
along to Wesley Ayers, HAM
Team Net Control, who col-
lected the data on a computer
and sent it to Moraga-Orinda
Fire District Fire Station 45.
There the calls were being
mapped, to create a visual
guide to the response.

As often happens, there
were some surprises. The
plan had included check-ins
from all the local schools.
Moraga schools did check in;
Orinda schools did not. It

turned out that the reason
was simple: Moraga schools
have GMRS radios; Orinda
schools have only one. CERT
Safety Officer Julie Sparks
noted, “We did not have con-
tact with Lafayette schools;
they are on a different radio
system.” She added, “It will be
noted in our after-action re-
port as an action item to fol-
low up on.”

In every emergency,
communication is always a
problem. Macler hopes that
one result of this exercise will
be developing a protocol for
radio use, a training module
for CERT training, and then
routinely using the protocol
at events. The volunteers an-
swering the radio calls at the
incident command center re-
ported difficulties in clearly
hearing and recording the
names of callers and espe-
cially of their locations, many
of which sound similar, such
as La Cuesta and La Cresta in
Orinda. The problem was
compounded by two factors:
static and callers speaking too
fast.

Another objective of the
exercise was to test equip-
ment, including radios owned

The map of radio responses can be viewed at
www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1rxwL7iNxoKWC28_fWaUH08Z6VY4FJaNL&usp=sharing

by individuals and the three
local repeaters, installed by
LARIG. The installation was
completed in 2016. The re-
peaters boost the signal from
the radios, giving them
greater reach. All three were
found to work in the exercise.
Another goal was to identify
where there is GMRS radio
coverage. For this exercise, all
three repeaters were linked,
so that when a radio user
connected with any one re-
peater, the message was con-
veyed by all three.

At the close of the exer-
cise, a “hotwash” was con-
ducted via the Zoom video
conferencing platform. A hot-
wash is when participants re-
view what went right, and
what didn’t, during the exer-
cise. Those receiving calls re-
ported some frustration with
poor reception and lots of
“doubles” which occur when
two radio users attempt to
call in at the same time. But
overall it was concluded that
the exercise went pretty
smoothly and Keith Rylie, Net
Control on the HAM Team at
Station 45 concluded, “Julie’s
group is just amazing!”

Diving deep into the mechanics of recycle bins

Lamorinda’s recycling blue bin

By Vera Kochan

Who can remember the days
when we didn’t have multi-
colored plastic garbage cans,
but rather the round, metal
cans with lids that never
closed properly? It’s okay to
admit that you were a little
kid in those days, if it makes

Photo provided

you feel any younger. Even
the trucks picking up the
trash weren’t as “high tech.”
No lobster claws reached out
to grab your trash can and
flip it upside down, giving the
receptacle an additional
shake to make sure the con-
tents have been emptied. In-
stead, actual human beings

Required Qualifications:

Reporter Wanted

Lamorinda Weekly is looking for a

Lafayette City Reporter:

Excellent writing and communication skills. Ethical and
professional. Live or work in or near the Lamorinda area and
have the ability to write balanced, researched, well-structured
articles. Prior journalism experience desired, but not required.
Understanding of AP Style is a plus. Compensation is made on a
per article basis. Part time - flexible hours - work from home

Please send your resume and writing sample to
wendy@lamorindaweekly.com or call (925) 377-0977

LAWDA
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¥ -
Local newspaper delivered to Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda

jumped off the trucks and
mightily hoisted the galva-
nized steel cylinders brim-
ming with all of a household’s
refuse, while deftly emptying
the contents into the hungry
mouth of the trash truck.

During an Oct. 7 Zoom
presentation by Republic Ser-
vices representative John
Taylor, the event, sponsored
by Moraga Valley Presbyter-
ian Church, delved into the
mechanics of recycling, be-
ginning with a brief history.
Up until the 1970s, recycling
trash wasn’t even a concept
until the landfills began to
overflow. With environmen-
talists already exploring ways
to help the planet, the popu-
lation slowly began to reduce
waste material by 52%. The
most common blue bin recy-
clable items are: metal, glass,
paper, cardboard and plastic.

Metal in the form of alu-
minum cans, cookie sheets,
beverage cans, food and pet
food cans, tin cans and sur-
prisingly enough clean pots
and pans are acceptable. All
colors of glass are allowed as
long as it’s clean. Paper can
come in the form of paper-
back books, boxes, catalogs,
construction paper, computer
paper, detergent boxes, paper
egg cartons, magazines,
newspapers and cardboard
just to name a few. Plastics
include bleach bottles, CRV
beverage containers, clean
food containers, empty
household cleaning contain-
ers, prescription bottles
(empty and label removed),
water bottles, small solid
plastic toys and more. If in
doubt, check the object for an
imprinted triangle with a
number inside.

Plastic items with a No. 1-
7 marking references from
what kind of plastic a con-
tainer is made. “Each plastic
is composed of a different
molecule or set of molecules,”
explains the Rlmrecycling
website. “Different molecules
do not mix when plastics are
recycled, it is like trying to
recycle paper and glass to-
gether.” And, for those who
have always assumed that the
triangle containing the num-
ber 1 with PETE underneath
it, meant that someone
named Pete was the bottle in-
spector, PETE is the designa-
tion for Poly(ethylene tereph-
thalate) which soda bottles,
water bottles, cooking oil bot-
tles and medicine containers
are made of.

Once the blue bins have
been serviced the contents
are delivered to Mount Diablo
Recycling in Pittsburgh, Calif.
The facility operates 24/7 to
sort all of the recycled mater-
ial delivered. If anything that
doesn’t belong in the blue bin
arrives at this location either
a machine or a human
catches the erroneous item,
Taylor said. Public tours of
the facility are expected to
resume in 6-8 weeks.

Republic Services also re-
cycles organic waste, which

the green bins are for. The
waste is first taken to a land-
fill in Martinez. From there it
is delivered to Manteca where
it is sold to Scott Turf Builder.
Organics include yard trim-
mings, fruits, vegetables,
dairy products, meats,
seafood, bones and food
soiled paper such as pizza
boxes. Republic Services pro-
vides a free 3-gallon food
scrap container for customers
to store kitchen organics.
Plastics, glass, metal, rocks,
concrete, sod or dirt items are
among several that should
never be placed in the green
bin.

According to Taylor, blue
bin recycling is currently sent
to Taiwan, Vietnam, Thailand,
South Korea and Malaysia
where it is expected to be
turned back into useful
household items. Phoenix,
Arizona turns its plastic waste
into fuel.

The book “Zero Waste
Home: The Ultimate Guide to
Simplifying Your Life By Re-
ducing Your Waste” by Bea
Johnson, has helpful pointers
for waste-free living. Addi-
tional recycling tips and in-
formation can be found at:
republicservices.com or
recyclingsimplified.com.

Board of Directors
Wednesday, Nov. 17, 6 p.m.

ConFire
Board of Directors

Fire District Public Meetings

Moraga-Orinda Fire District

For meeting times and agendas, visit www.mofd.org

Regular Meeting: Tuesday, Nov. 9, 1 p.m.

For meeting times and agendas, visit www.cccfpd.org

Public Safety

Emergency response:

Emergency: 24 Hours

Police Dispatch: 24 Hours
925-284-5010

Nixle: Text your zip code to 888777

or go to www.nixle.com

Lafayette Police Department:

3471 Mt. Diablo Blvd. 925-283-3680

Chief of Police, Ben Alldritt
925-299-3221

Police Department Tip Line
94549Tip@gmail.com

Police Department Traffic Issues
94549Traffic@gmail.com

Moraga Police Department:

329 Rheem Blvd., 925-888-7055

Chief of Police, Jon King ext. 7049

Orinda Police Department:

22 Orinda Way  925-254-6820

Chief of Police, Ryan Sullivan

925-254-6820

Orindatip@cityoforinda.org

Lafayette Police
Department
Incident
Summary
Report

Oct. 3 - Oct.9
Alarms 25
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 4
Traffic 64
Suspicious Circumstances 5
Suspicious Subject 8
Suspicious Vehicle 1

911

Service to Citizen 24
Patrol Req./Security Check 26
Pubic/School Assembly Check 17

Supplemental Report 14
Vacation House Check 1
Welfare Check 10
Ordinance Violation 1
Vehicle violations

Auto Burglary

4000 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Hit And Run Misdemeanor
Police Department
Reckless Driving
Pleasant Hill Rd./Mt. Diablo Blvd.
St Marys Rd./S Lucille Ln.
Pleasant Hill Rd./Eb Sr 24
Mt. Diablo Blvd./Carol Ln.
Wb Sr 24 At Pleasant Hill Rd.
Tc - Property Damage
800 Block Las Trampas Rd.
900 Block Moraga Rd.
Moraga Rd./Moraga Blvd.
3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Moraga Blvd./Moraga Rd.
Olympic Blvd./Pleasant Hill Rd.
Vehicle Theft
800 Block Acalanes Rd.
Other criminal activity
Grand Theft
3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Identity Theft
Police Department
3100 Block Stanley Blvd.
Petty Theft
3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Shoplift
3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (3)
Strongarm Robbery
3500 Block Moraga Blvd.

Warrant Service

2000 Block Leland Way, Con
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-domestic

600 Block St Marys Rd.

3300 Block N Lucille Ln.

Moraga Rd./Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3500 Block S Silver Springs Rd.
Loud Music

3400 Block Black Hawk Rd.
Loud Noise

1000 Block Dewing Ave.
Public Nuisance

Lucas Dr./Lucas Ct.

Michael Ln./Lucas Dr.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Vandalism

Oak St./Oconner Dr.

1000 Block Sierra Vista Wy
Other
Fire/Ems Response Info

Mt. Diablo Blvd./Moraga Rd.
Harassment

1000 Block Carol Ln.

900 Block Hough Ave.
K9 Outside Assist Request

Eb 4/Port
Trespass

3400 Block School St.
Violation Restraining Ord

3600 Block Brook St.

Moraga Police
Department
Incident
Summary
Report

Oct. 5-Oct. 18

Alarms 15
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 4
Traffic 85
Suspicious Circumstances 4
Suspicious Subject 5
Suspicious Vehicle 2
Service to Citizen 37
Patrol Req./Security Check 21
Supplemental Report 2
Vacation House Check 1
Welfare Check 5
Pubic/School Assembly Check 2
Ordinance Violation 0

Vehicle violations
Accident Property
Bollinger Canyon Rd./St Marys Rd.
500 Block Center St.
Dui Misd
Ivy Dr./Arroyo Dr., Ori
Excessive Speed
Fernwood Dr./Rheem Blvd.
St Marys Rd./Bollinger Canyon Rd.
)
Rheem Blvd./Fayhill (2)
St Marys Rd./Rheem Blvd.
Moraga Way/Moraga Rd.
Moraga Way/Ivy Dr.
Rheem Blvd./Redwood Ln.
Hit And Run Misdemeanor
Campolindo High School
Reckless Driving
Del Rey School, Ori
St Marys Rd./Moraga Rd.
St Marys Rd./Bollinger Canyon Rd.
Other criminal activity
Fraud False Pretenses
500 Block Woodminster Dr.
Petty Theft
200 Block Scofield Dr.
Petty Theft From Veh
100 Block Hazelwood Pl.

100 Brookline
Warrant Arrest

Canyon Rd./De La Cruz Way
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbing The Peace

700 Block Moraga Way
Loud Music

Hacienda
Loud Noise

10 Block El Camino Flores

Donald Dr./Moraga Rd.

300 Block Rheem Blvd.
Loud Party

1400 Block Camino Peral

600 Block Augusta Dr.
Other
Barking Dog

Rancho Laguna Park
Failure To Obey

Valle Vista Staging Area Ebrp
Fireworks

500 Block Moraga Rd.
Harassment

Dollar Tree

300 Block Rheem Blvd.
Mentally I1I Commit

St Marys College
Unwanted Guest

900 Block Country Club Dr.

ORINDA

Orinda Police Department
Incident Summary
Report

will be back soon
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Letters to the editor

Appoint a new council
member

As residents of Moraga since
1980, we are very concerned
about the refusal of the Town
Council’s two members McCluer
and Woehleke to agree to ap-
point one of two qualified can-
didates to take the place of re-
signed council member Mr.
Stromberg.

The Council had already
agreed to appoint someone to
fill Mr. Stromberg’s seat until
the November 2022 regular
election, a year from now. This
procedure has worked well in
the past, avoiding the high and
unnecessary cost of holding a
special election in June. Town
residents Kerry Hillis and Sona
Makker have applied to be con-
sidered for the open council
seat and are considered quali-
fied candidates.

Regretfully, Council mem-
bers McCluer and Woehleke re-
fusals to govern responsibly by
agreeing to appoint one of the
two candidates as a council
member means a special
and unnecessary election must
be held in June which would
cost our town around $100,000 —
a needless waste of our town’s
limited resources!

We urge Town Council
members McCluer and
Woehleke to actively participate
in a discussion at their next
meeting on October 27 regard-
ing candidates Hillis and
Makker and vote on their choice
to fill the vacant council seat so
Moraga Town Council can get
back to work on the highly im-
portant matters awaiting their
attention.

Cayo and Fred Marschner
Moraga

Agenda item for Town Council

Last week the Moraga Town
Council became deadlocked
over the appointment of a can-
didate to fill the vacancy created
recently by the resignation of
Councilmember Stromberg. I
was deeply troubled as I
watched the inability of Mayor
McCluer and Vice Mayor
Woehleke to see the value, tal-
ents, and significant experience
of both candidates before them.
Due to the impasse in getting at
least 3 votes for one of the can-
didates threatens the scheduling
of a Special Election for next

May or June at the cost of
around $100,000 for a mere 5
month term. An appointment
at this time would have a 12
month term.

Either candidate would
bring the perspective and ex-
pertise of a relatively young,
well-qualified, and energetic
person to the Council. Bringing

this person onto the Council
now would have the benefit of a
full 5-member Council as it
processes the complex matters
and makes major decisions in
the coming year. In addition, an
appointment at the next Council
meeting on Oct. 27 would pre-
vent the Town from wasting
$100,000 on a needless special
election.

Iurge the Mayor and Vice-
Mayor to fulfill their basic re-
sponsibility to set interpersonal
matters aside and govern re-
sponsibly for the people of
Moraga.

Victoria Courtney, Ed.D.
Moraga

Appoint a Moraga Town Coun-
cil member and save us all a
lot of money

The Moraga Town's gov-
ernment isn't making a lot of
sense. Rather than appoint one
of the qualified candidates to
the open vacancy on the Town
Council, two of the council's
members prefer to spend $93k-
163k of money the Town does
not have on a special election.

Do us all a favor and do
your job. Appoint one of the
qualified candidates and save
us all the money of a special
election.

David Lorié
Moraga

Moraga Council seat

I strongly object to the lack of
action at filling the open council
seat. We need a full council and
we need those currently on it to
act in the best interests of the
town.

We have many worthy pro-
jects for the Town to spend its
limited resources on. Running
a special election is low on that
list and any Council member
who forces such an action is
surely not going to get my vote
and probably many others.

Furthermore, having arbi-
trary criteria that do not de-
pend on candidates actual qual-

925-377-0977

ifications is bigotry. If that cri-
teria is skin color is it racism,; if
it has to do with age, it is
ageism. That is not the kind of
Town we should want to live in.
I urge the Council to fill this
vacancy quickly with one of the
vetted candidates. The town
can then get on to priority is-
sues and the voters can express
their views at the next regularly
scheduled election.
Sincerely,
Max Sherman
Rheem Valley

Critical Race Theory

Local parents should be aware
that Critical Race Theory (CRT)
is being promoted at local high
schools and courses are being
taught. Miramonte has “English
4 Deconstructing Race” per the
Course Catalog for 2021-2022;
see “Diversity and Inclusion”

at miramonteparents.com. For
Campolindo information see
“Diversity, Equity & Inclusion”
under “About Campo” at the
main Campo website. The
Acalanes School District has a
computerized “AUHSD Bias In-
cident Reporting System,”
where one can report offenders,
anonymously if desired.

At dnicampo.com is the fol-
lowing: “This year, the Campo
Parent DNI Group will push on
issues of diversity, equity, inclu-
sion, and belonging based on
gender, race, and sexual orien-
tation and their intersectional-
ity in the classroom, on the
sports field, on campus, and in
the community.”

CRT is a Marxist-derived
philosophy in which the world’s
people divide into oppressors
and oppressed. See Wikipedia, a
review of “Critical Theory” from
the Frankfurt Group, and “Criti-
cal Race Theory: An Introduc-
tion” by Delgado and Stefancic.
You can gain an understanding
of this worldview from Campo’s
definitions at dni-
campo.com/resources, where
you will find the following
terms defined: cisgender, diver-
sity, equity, gender identity,
gender expression, white cul-
ture, marginalized group,
BIPOC, diversity, implicit bias,
power, privilege, race, white-
ness, microaggression, struc-
tural racism, white privilege,
and others.

David Berti
Moraga
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great rates
right around
the corner.

I'm your one-stop shop for
the service you deserve at a
price you want. Call me for
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in your neighborhood.
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State Farm s there®
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Your one-call plumber!

LeapFrog
Plumbing

| Gas Water & Sewer
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ZOT! Zap Out Trouble-before trouble zaps you.
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Good Preventive Plumbing measures will
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Preschool waitlists continue to grow as directors struggle to find

and keep staff

Photo Sharon K. Sobotta

Soledad Lascon reads with children at St. John’s
Preschool in Orinda.

By Sharon K. Sobotta

After working in her family’s restaurant in Martinez
for as long as she can remember, Soledad Lascon piv-
oted to a job as a cook at St. John’s preschool in Orinda
when her youngest child was born just before the
pandemic. The site director Maria Rios noticed a
sparkle in Lascon’s eye as she served the preschoolers
meals and snacks. This prompted Rios to encourage
Lascon to take child care units while cooking, and ulti-
mately helped her forgo a teacher shortage.

“Once I got there and started cooking, I realized I

really loved working with kids. I followed Maria’s ad-
vice and went to DVC,” Lascon said. “Since I finished
work by 12, I had plenty of time in a day to begin
completing my units.”

In August when St. John’s Preschool lost a teacher
to a new opportunity, Lascon moved out of the kitchen
and into the classroom.

“I'love it,” Lascon said. “When my own child looks
at my phone and sees preschool pictures, he’s jealous.”

Lascon’s youngest child is among the dozens of
children on the waitlist for the school, which is li-
censed to serve 48 children and is at full capacity. If
not for Lascon’s willingness to make a professional
pivot, Rios might've found herself in the increasingly
familiar struggle so many preschool directors are fac-
ing.

“Thank goodness Soledad was ready to jump into
the classroom when another teacher gave notice,” Rios
said. “I feel super lucky to have dodged the bullet that
so many other schools are experiencing (with staff
turnover and staff retention).”

Rios has worked at the preschool for two decades
and has been in the director role for a few years. Like
all of the six staff members at the preschool, Rios com-
mutes in from a few towns away every day.

“I'love caring for children in this community and I
would love to live in this community, because the
school district is just phenomenal,” Rios said. “But I
can’t afford it.”

Rios says she counts her blessings to have a job
she loves, working with a community of children she
adores. Of course, she says she’s also aware of class
disparities. “Sometimes we think we’ve evolved from
these issues, but people of color are (in many cases)
having to struggle so much more,” Rios said.

Rios’ 4-year-old is a student at St. John’s preschool.
When the enrollment numbers allow for it, teachers
have the option of enrolling their own children in the
preschool. However, since the pandemic, the demand
far outweighs the availability of classroom space. “We
have an incredible wait list,” Rios said. “It seems like
lots of families made their way over to Lamorinda
from San Francisco and Oakland and are now desper-
ate to find care.”

Down the road, at The Child Day School in Mor-
aga, Director Emile Delgado-Olsen has around 100
children on the waitlist. The preschool has around 70
students but is licensed for 84 children. Why aren’t
there more children in the classroom and fewer on the
waitlist? “We need more staff,” Delgado-Olsen said.

There are 16 staff in total at The Child Day School,
but Delgado-Olsen would love to have 18. The pan-
demic changed operations and protocols for places
like TCDS, making the need for staff higher in order to
accommodate the growing list of students. For exam-
ple, in pre-pandemic times, all children played in a
common area while they waited for the official
preschool day to begin. “Now we don’t mix kids from
different classrooms. That way if there is a positive
case in one classroom, we can quarantine that class-
room without closing down the entire school.”

Delgado-Olsen can happily work around these lo-
gistical adjustments if he can keep qualified teachers,
who’ve completed 12 child care units, in the class-
room. While Delgado-Olsen knows of many other
preschools with long waitlists of children and a short-
age of teachers, he says the off-the-beaten path loca-
tion of Moraga, makes it extra challenging.

“This field is losing a lot of really good qualified
teachers because they are getting priced out. If you're
not already familiar with this area, you’re not likely to
drive an extra 30 minutes to get to Moraga.”

Delgado-Olsen says his staff earns between $20-
$24 per hour depending on units and experience.
While the wage is higher than service jobs, he ac-
knowledges it’s difficult to make ends meet on that
wage in the Lamorinda area.

“I wish there was a program that offered afford-
able housing to educators and caregivers or even (ac-
cessory) taxes that somehow went directly to teachers
who wanted to live in the communities they’re teach-
ing in,” Delgado-Olsen said, while reflecting on the
difficult place educators are in. The salaries of
preschool teachers who are primary breadwinners
qualifies many of them for housing. Yet in Lafayette,
the below market units on the city’s website, the
Towne Center, has a waiting list for those earning less
than $47,000. The site manager indicated a long wait-
list for affordable units, while units available at the
regular rate of $4,400 were readily available.

Of all of the uncertainties in the preschool busi-
ness, Delgado-Olsen knows one thing for sure: There’s
an influx of families with children eager to get into
preschool in the Lamorinda area. And, until there’s
more staff, it'll be difficult to accommodate more chil-
dren.

“Most preschools are hanging on by a thread these
days. I feel very lucky to have the team and commu-
nity we have at The Child Day School,” Delgado-Olsen
said. “And we’re definitely desperate to hire.”
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Parents hope for fun Halloween from the past

.. continued from Page Al

Local health officials sug-
gest that those who are plan-
ning on traditional outdoor
trick-or-treating should wear
a face mask or keep their dis-
tance from others to help re-
duce risk of getting COVID-19.
They also recommend using
hand sanitizer frequently and
washing hands before eating
any treats as well as keeping
gatherings, both indoors and
outdoors, small.

One Halloween tradition
in Lafayette involved closing
streets on Moraga Boulevard
and Merriewood Drive,
which would see hundreds of
costumed kids running from
house to house on Halloween.
This year, however, those
streets will be open to street
traffic with potential parking
restrictions erected for that
evening. According to Engi-
neering and Public Works Di-
rector Mike Moran, both
neighborhoods had initially
asked for the streets to be
closed, but later withdrew
their requests.

At the Oct. 12 Lafayette
City Council meeting, several
parents expressed their con-

cerns during the public com-
ment portion of the neigh-
borhood road closures dis-
cussion, noting that people
who have come to expect cer-
tain roads to be closed on
Halloween may be unpleas-
antly surprised.

Lafayette resident
Meghan Mitman, who was
one of several residents who
championed the street clo-
sure in the past, said neigh-
bors withdrew the request
for street closure due to "con-
cerns about the need to take
personal liability to provide
for a safe facility on the city’s
right-of-way." She realizes it
will be “less of a block party
feel if we just close the shoul-
ders to parking.”

Burton Valley parent
Abigail Fateman described
previous Halloweens on Mer-
riewood when there was no
street closure as a very scary
experience. “It’s a great place
to be, but there can be hun-
dreds of thousands of people
that descend on the Mer-
riewood/Silverado loop in
front of the elementary
school. It’s the place the
neighborhood goes. It’s fun,
it’s a great place to be ... but if
we’re not going to close the

street, it would be in our in-
terest to create a safe space
where people can move.”

Jessica Lordan was plan-
ning on taking her kids to
Moraga Boulevard for Hal-
loween, but was surprised to
hear that closing streets
needed to be brought to the
city by residents. “This year,
Fauci did say, ‘Go out; go
trick-or-treating!”” she said.
“And parents are taking it to
heart.”

Grace Dixon who lives
near Moraga Boulevard said
she’d like to see the city close
one side of the street to park-
ing, since there are no side-
walks on that street. She said
she gives away about four
bags of Costco candy to trick-
or-treaters each year, and she
loves seeing all the kids. “It’s
one of the best things all
year!” she exclaimed.

The Lafayette City Coun-
cil planned to bring the topic
of street parking closures on
Halloween back for discus-
sion at its Oct. 25 meeting, af-
ter Lamorinda Weekly went
to press.

Diane Claytor contributed
to this article.
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A ghostly presence or two at
Lafayette’s Town Hall Theatre?

Photo Vera Kochan

An orb hovers over the stage as something bright white spills over the back of a seat at THT.

By Vera Kochan

Most playhouse theatres can
be spooky enough during the
day, but at night with all
manner of bizarre props and
human-like mannequins as
part of the normal backstage
décor, anyone with an active
imagination could easily be-
come startled. Add to the mix,
the month of October with
Halloween on the horizon,
and the hackles are bound to
go up on the necks of even the
most stalwart of ghost
skeptics.

Most, if not all, theatres
follow the custom of a ghost
light. “A ghost light is a single
bulb left burning whenever a
theatre is dark,” according to
an article in Playbill. “Some
argue that its function is to
chase away mischievous spir-
its; others insist it lights the
way for the ghosts that are
said to inhabit virtually every
theatre, keeping them happy
and contented. Either way,
that light ensures that no one
takes an accidental tumble off
the stage.”

Lafayette’s Town Hall
Theatre building was built in
1914 and initially used for
dinner/dance parties. Be-
tween 1941-1945 it was used
as World War II troop bar-
racks. It wasn’t until 1947
when its first incarnation as a
theatre began. That’s over 100
years of active history and
enough people passing
through to make one or two
want to linger for an eternity.

THT Managing Director
Dennis Markam believes
there are two spirits haunting
the building. One is a male
and the other a female.
“Down in the lobby, in front of
the bar, there’s often a cold
spot. It feels like it’s female.
Other staff members have felt
things, but nothing specific.
We also have lights and fuse
boxes that seem to have a
mind of their own.”

Markam recalled one in-
cident several years ago when
a teacher brought her young
students over to the theatre to
rehearse for a show. They
were alone in the building.
During the process of posi-

tioning the youngsters on the
stage, one of the children
pointed toward the technical
booth at the back of the the-
atre and asked, “Whose the
man in there?” Knowing that
they were alone, the teacher
didn’t want to take a look.
Staff decided it was the ghost
of Carl Rasmussen, the the-
atre’s art director in the
1950s. His picture now hangs
above the booth. For years an
old technical director would
always talk to the departed
Rasmussen and include him
in the daily workings of the
playhouse.

With Town Hall Theatre’s
decades of success, and sur-
vival through COVID man-
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dates, it would seem that the
ghosts are keeping a benevo-
lent eye on things. “Even if
after-hours lighting weren’t
required for safety purposes,
superstitious thespians would
probably still insist on keep-
ing the ghost light burning,”
stated Playbill. “After all, the
business of theatre is risky
enough without an irate spirit
or two in the wings.”

E E MOVE COORDINATORS

Marquee talent for Park Theater

fundraiser

Photo provided
"You and Me" by Ames Palms

By Jeff Gomez

To celebrate the 80th anniver-
sary of Lafayette’s Park The-
ater, The Park Theater Trust —
an all-volunteer group dedi-
cated to reopening the classic
theater — has partnered with
the Jennifer Perlmutter Gallery
to hold an exhibition of neon
art. The show features work
from three Bay Area artists:
Shawna Peterson, Bill Concan-
non, and Ames Palms. All three
have a deep history and ex-
pertise in the form, having
worked with neon for decades.

The show came together
through a serendipitous set of
circumstances. When plans for
a huge birthday celebration for
the Park Theater — which
opened on August 11, 1941 -
had to be scaled back due to
lingering concerns around
COVID, the board of directors
of The Park Theater Trust
thought a show of neon art
would be a good way to cele-
brate the theater, and the
town’s, history.

Tracey Karsten Farrell, a
member of the TPTT board, got
in touch with the Jennifer
Perlmutter Gallery, which sits
half a block away from the

theater on the corner of Mt.
Diablo Boulevard and Moraga
Way. “Jennifer has been very
supportive of our efforts since
the beginning,” Farrell says.
“Her gallery is so innovative,
and such a presence in down-
town Lafayette, we were
thrilled when she agreed to do
this for us.”

Perlmutter, a longtime
resident of the area and patron
and supporter of local artists,
thought it was an excellent
idea; she’d wanted to curate a
show of neon art for some
time. For Perlmutter, the
show’s an opportunity to have
people look at objects in a
whole new way, elevating neon
above mere decoration or ad-
vertising purposes. “The artist
has a point of view and per-
spective they’re expressing,
and so when you show pieces
like these it sparks a conversa-
tion,” says Perlmutter. “It be-
comes about ideas rather than
signage.”

A show of neon art is more
challenging than just hanging
paintings. All the pieces re-
quire electricity and, because
they’re made out of glass, are
quite fragile. It’s a situation the
artists have to deal with every
day. Creating with neon, says
artist Ames Palms, “You have
the risk of being shocked, cut,
and burned.” But the love for
their chosen medium shows in
their pieces, which combine
art and science to create some-
thing technically intricate and
wholly beautiful.

All of the pieces on display
will be available for sale, with
50% of the proceeds being do-
nated to The Park Theater
Trust. The neon artists are also
willing to donate a portion of
any additional commissions to
the Park Theater restoration
effort.

“I hope this will encourage
guests to make a purchase,”
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says Perlmutter, “knowing that
not only are they supporting
the artists, but also the Park
Theater. This show gives our
community, and the gallery, a
chance to have a real stake in
the future of Lafayette.”

The Park Theater Trust is
currently engaged on a mis-
sion to raise $8 million, with $3
million going toward the pur-
chase of the building, and the
rest paying for renovations
and additions such as adding a
mezzanine theater and rooftop |
terrace. Restoring the theater’s
vintage neon marquee will
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Dr. Matthew Tamplen, who grew up in Lafayette and is a well-known Facial
Plastic Surgeon with Kaiser Permanente, just opened a private practice in
Downtown Orinda to better serve Lamorinda patients.
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77 Moraga way Suite G, Orinda
925-254 -6710
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Sage brown butter sauce accents fall flavors in thls gnocchi dish

Photo Susie Iventosch

Gnocchi with Roasted Pumpkin and Cranberries in Sage Brown

Butter Sauce

By Susie Iventosch

This is a fun dish to make, es-
pecially at this time of year
when cranberries and pump-
kins are in season and the fall
flavors are all the rage. We
love brown butter in almost
anything, but this sage brown
butter complements the
pumpkin and cranberries so
well, I couldn’t resist using it
for this recipe. Browning but-
ter takes a little extra time,
but it’s so worth it, and you
can brown a whole pound of
butter at one time, and re-
frigerate it for other uses like
cakes or cupcakes, sauces,
and for dipping French
bread.

All you need to brown the
butter is a saucepan, low heat
on the stove and about 10-15
minutes. You want to brown it
slowly, because otherwise you
could run the risk of burning

it. We make vanilla cake with
buttercream frosting using
brown butter and it makes
vanilla cakes so much more
interesting and tasty.

When I first set out to
create this gnocchi recipe, I
attempted to make my own
pumpkin gnocchi, but after
mine turned out rubbery and
not all that tasty, I decided to
start over with pre-packaged
gnocchi. They really know
what they are doing and it
was perfect for this dish.
There are a lot of companies
that package gnocchi, but I
was at Trader Joe’s, so that is
the one I used. Even though it
seemed a bit dry when I first
opened the package, it cooked
up beautifully fluffy and soft
and it only took about 3 min-
utes to cook in boiling water.
This makes the recipe guar-
anteed to turn out and is so
much easier than making
your own gnocchi!

Gnocchi with Roasted Pumpkin and
Cranberries in Sage Brown Butter Sauce

(Serves 4)
INGREDIENTS
Gnocchi:

1 Ib. packaged gnocchi (Trader Joe’s make a really good
one that is slightly bigger than 1 lb., but you can also find
packaged gnocchi at your local grocer.)

Sage Brown Butter:

4 tablespoons butter, cut into pieces

1 teaspoon fresh thyme leaves

2 sage leaves, finely minced

1/2 cup dried cranberries
Roasted Pumpkin:

1 sugar pumpkin, stem and seeds removed and cut into

3/4-inch wedges

2 tablespoons olive oil

Several grinds of sea salt

Several grinds of pepper
Garnishes:

1/2 cup dried cranberries

2 0z. goat cheese, crumbled

1/2 cup grated Parmesan

Minced sage leaves and fresh thyme leaves

DIRECTIONS

To make the brown butter, place butter in a saucepan with a light colored bottom if possible, and if not
just use a regular saucepan. Add minced sage and thyme and cook over medium-low heat until the
butter begins to sizzle and bubble and eventually you will see little brown solids around the edges and
at the bottom of the pan. This should take anywhere from 10-15 minutes, depending upon the water
content in your butter and the temperature of your burners. I’ve seen it take 5 minutes and I've seen it
take 25 minutes, but do keep your eye on it, because the butter can go from beautifully brown to burned
in a heartbeat! Once it’s brown, add 1/2 cup of dried cranberries to the herbed butter and cook over low
heat for about 5 minutes longer. Remove butter from the heat and set aside.

To roast the pumpkin, preheat the oven to 400 F. Line a baking sheet with parchment paper, or
spray with cooking spray. Lay the pumpkin wedges out on the baking sheet and brush both sides of each
wedge with olive oil and season with salt and pepper. Bake for about 20 minutes, or until the edges start
to brown and a knife can be easily inserted into the flesh of the pumpkin.

Remove from oven. When cool enough to handle, remove skins (or if you like them you can keep

themon ...

they are edible and add extra color), and cut all but four of the wedges into bite-sized pieces.

If you have enough, save the wedges to use one for a garnish on each plate.

Cook gnocchi according to instructions on the package. Meanwhile reheat the sage brown butter on
low heat. When the gnocchi are cooked (probably about 3 minutes in boiling water) strain them through
a colander and then add them to the saucepan

with the sage brown butter and cranberries.
Add the cubed pumpkin pieces and toss all

together well.

Serve on plates and garnish with extra
dried cranberries, goat cheese crumbles,
grated Parmesan, snipped sage leaves and
thyme leaves. If you have extra roasted
pumpkin wedges, place one on each plate

when you serve it.

377-0977. Or visit

https://treksandbites.com

Susie can be reached at
suziventosch@gmail.com. This
recipe can be found on our website:
www.lamorindaweekly.com If you
would like to share your favorite
recipe with Susie please contact her
by email or call our office at (925)

COVID, colleges, and your student

By Elizabeth LaScala,
PhD

Most colleges planned on fall
2021 being a time to return to
in-person education. Yet the
sudden explosion of COVID’s
Delta variant threw these plans
into question. Schools adopted
a range of approaches to re-
open while trying to keep their
students, faculty, and staff safe.
What will “normal with Delta”
(or another variant) look like
for your student when they are
ready to go off to college? Get
ready for lots of variety and
seemingly endless divisiveness.
Vaccination is a hot topic
for colleges. For around 600
colleges across the U.S., vacci-
nation is mandatory with more
coming on board. While these
requirements have been met
with both support and resis-
tance by students and staff,
private schools are within their
rights to make these mandates.
Other colleges, both pri-
vate and public, are not re-

quiring vaccines. In some
cases, statewide mandates or
local policies have influenced
or restricted the introduction
of vaccine mandates. In Texas,
for example, public universi-
ties can’t require vaccination,
although private ones can.

An overwhelming majority
of the colleges that do not re-
quire vaccines still think they
are a good idea. These schools
encourage students to get vac-
cinated through incentives or
disincentives. Incentives that
schools have used include dis-
counted tuition, housing, and
meal plans, with some colleges
giving away free computers,
gift cards or campus apparel to
those who get the jab. Disin-
centives are often related to
fees or testing frequency. Rice
University — which does not
have a vaccine mandate but
does have a testing mandate —
offers vaccinated students the
convenience of being tested
less frequently. Rhodes College
in Tennessee also requires

testing. Testing is free to vacci-
nated students, but unvacci-
nated students must pay for
their own.

Colleges are planning for
many elements of the standard
college experience to be in
place when your student at-
tends, whenever that may be.
The school schedule, which
was interrupted during 2020,
has returned to the usual se-
mester or quarter system with
regularly scheduled breaks
around Thanksgiving, winter
and spring. For many colleges,
dining halls and libraries are
open, as well as on-campus
housing.

However, even for schools
mandating vaccines, spaces
like dorms and dining halls
have changed. Many campuses
have allotted more room for
dining, so students can main-
tain safe distances from one
another. On-campus housing
options have also decreased
capacity, upping the numbers
of single-occupancy rooms to

allow for social distancing in
personal spaces. Masking and
social distancing rules for
classrooms, on campus and in
the community have been
written into school policies and
student codes of conduct.
These extra measures may
have been viewed as unneces-
sary in the past, but with Delta
the breakthrough infections
are alarmingly common. While
these cases generally are not as
severe, and often even asymp-
tomatic, many colleges see it as
their duty to protect the un-
vaccinated members of the
college community as well as
the broader community in
which the college operates.
The only thing that can be
said for certain for students
considering college in the U.S.
in future years is that every-
thing could change tomorrow.
It’s important that we help our
students navigate these chal-
lenges and grow their re-
silience as they boldly venture
into an uncertain global future.

Elizabeth LaScala, PhD
personally guides each student
through each step of selecting
and applying to well-matched
schools for undergraduate and
graduate school study. Over the
past two decades, Elizabeth has
placed hundreds of students in
some of the most prestigious
colleges and universities in the
U.S. The number of clients taken
is limited to ensure each
applicant has personalized
attention. Contact Elizabeth early
in the process to make a
difference in your outcomes.
Write
elizabeth@doingcollege.com;
Visit www.doingcollege.com; or
Call: 925.385.0562.

‘Plant It Forward’ program shares fresh produce with friendship school

Photo provided

Submitted by
Cathy Chang

"Plant It Forward" is a new
hands-on service project that
matches those with the space
and desire to grow food with
families who need it. How it

works: Camino Pablo Elemen-
tary School families were

. given free, edible plant

seedlings to grow nutritious
plants for their own use dur-

| Ing summer break. In return,

the families agreed to give
back surplus from those crops
to communities in need.

The pilot program was
organized by the Camino
Pablo Elementary PTA Com-
munity Services Committee.
Some seedlings were donated
by the local volunteer-run
farm, and the rest were from
community members' private
greenhouses in Moraga.

All told, students and
families adopted about 60 ed-
ible plants before the 2020-21
school year, and grew food at
home during the summer
break. Each family was then
called on to give back a pint-
sized container (or more, if

they wished) of fresh produce
from their gardens in Septem-
ber when school started
again. The produce was
dropped off and collected on
campus, and was then shared
with community friendship
school, Meadow Homes Ele-
mentary School in Concord.

Over 650 students at
Meadow Homes Elementary
receive free or reduced-price
lunch daily, and the Camino
Pablo Elementary PTA has
been donating washed gently
used clothes and shoes since
2018.

"I don't eat a lot of toma-
toes, but I want to grow toma-
toes for the families at
Meadow Homes,” said
seventh-grade student, Brian
Harrison. "We adopted egg-
plants, but as it turned out our
eggplants didn't grow very
well. But we had a lot of herbs

and kale in our garden to give
back, and we were so excited
to share! We love 'Plant it
Forward," said Leslie Nuccio,
whose daughter Abby Nuccio
is in fifth grade. “It’s a really
fun way to engage the kids in
volunteer work, and it’s also a
great way to encourage people
who haven’t taken the leap yet
to grow food at home - but do
have the space and sunshine -
to go ahead and give it a try.”
Beyond the fresh produce
from "Plant It Forward,” the
local farm also donated over-
ripen tomatoes after their
summer harvest to be
processed into jarred tomato
sauce for Meadow Homes
families. This, too, was a fun
community affair: three fifth-
grade students from Camino
Pablo Elementary volunteered
to help jar the sauce and make
labels for all the jars and pro-

duce for the delivery. "We’re
delivering what's good from
our gardens to their families
because we care, so every la-
bel has to look nice!" said the
fifth-graders.

In the end, the pilot year
of "Plant It Forward" was a
great success. Beyond the veg-
etables, the program sent
friendship and warmth from
one community to another.
Coordinators would love to
see this program expand to
other Lamorinda schools. So
dear readers, what would you
plant this next season to
share?

For questions about “Plant
it Forward” or to run the pro-
gram at your own school,
please contact hw-
chang3@gmail.com at the
Camino Pablo Elementary
School PTA Community Ser-
vices Committee.

Marquee talent for Park Theater fundraiser

.. continued from Page B1

The Trust’s model of a non-
profit ownership with a for-
profit operator means that the
current capital campaign is a
one-time ask of the commu-
nity. Any subsequent fundrais-

ing will be minimal and only
necessary to maintain TPTT’s
nonprofit status.

The vision of the Park
Theater Trust is to make the
spot be more than just a place
to watch movies. “We see a lot
of alignment with the schools,
other nonprofit organizations,

and location institutions such
as the library and Town Hall
Theatre,” says Farrell. “There
are so many things we hope to
do to bring the Park Theater
back to life for everyone in our
community.”

Once the building is pur-
chased, the renovations and

restorations will take about a
year. The plan is to have the
theater open in 2023.

The neon show currently
at the Jennifer Perlmutter
Gallery focuses attention on
the art of neon, the historical
significance of the Park The-
ater, and the value of saving

and bringing it back to life for
everyone in the community.
The show runs through Nov. 6
and is open Wednesday to Sat-
urday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Masks are required for entry,
and private group showings
are available by appointment.
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MUSIC

New Century Chamber
Orchestra presents Adamo
Premiere with Jeffrey Zeigler on
Thursday, Nov. 4, from 7:30 to 9
p-m., at First Congregational
Church, 2345 Channing Way,
Berkeley. New Century Chamber
presents an evening of
illuminating American
contemporary works featuring
guest leader and acclaimed cellist
Jeffrey Zeigler. Cost: $30 to $67.50.
For more info see http://ncco.org
or call (415) 357-1111 or email
info@ncco.org.

Broken-hearted Blockbuster,
the podcast, LIVE Townhall
Theatre, Lafayette Nov. 1, 7 and 9
p.m. Created and Hosted by Jill
Collister. With Special Guests
Kelly James Tighe (7 p.m.) and
Katrina McGraw (9 p.m.) Hear
stories from various
broken-hearted warriors and talk
about the movie that got them
through. One Ticket for one
show: $15, both shows $25. Town
Hall Theatre, 3535 School St,
Lafayette.

Saint Mary's College fall
production of “Everybody,” by
Branden Jacobs-Jenkins.
“Everybody,” a finalist for the
2018 Pulitzer Prize, is a wise and
joyful riff on the 15th-century
morality play “Everyman.” The
action follows Everybody (the
lead actor chosen by lottery at
each performance) on a journey
towards life’s greatest
mystery—mortality itself. The
Saint Mary’s production will be
staged outdoors in the Redwood
Grove, timed to unfold from
sunset through twilight into
darkness. In-person Show dates:

Nov. 3,4, 5,6, 5 p.m. and Nov. 7, 4
p-m. Pre-recorded streaming
option: Nov. 14 - 12:15 a.m. to
11:45 p.m. For tickets or more
info, please visit
stmarys-ca.edu/everybody or call
(925) 631-4670. $8 Students; $12
SMC Faculty/Staff/Non-SMC
Students; $15 General. Please
dress warmly and bring blankets.
Masks will be required for the
audience, and Covid regulations
will be followed.

Diablo Ballet's 28th Season
opens with a new full-length
production of Julia Adam's smash
holiday hit, "The Nutcracker
Suite,"” which performs Nov. 12 -
13 at the Lesher Center for the
Arts in Walnut Creek. For in
theatre or virtual tickets, call
925-943-SHOW (7469) or visit
www.lesherartscenter.org or
www.diabloballet.org.

LITERATURE

November events at Orinda
Books 276 Village Square, Orinda.
Tues. Nov. 2, 11 a.m. Pat's Book
Group will read and discuss
“Machines like Me” by Ian
McEwan. All are welcome. Just
call Orinda Books at (925)
254-7606 or email
info@orindabooks.com to let us
know that you are coming.

OTHER

Fifth Sunday's Car Show this
Halloween Oct. 31, 8 to 10 a.m. at
Si Si Caffe, 910 Country Club
Drive, Moraga.

Long traditioned Halloween
"Hocus Pocus" skit in Moraga
moved to a new location. The
about 5-minute skit will be
presented on Halloween outside
at 1911 Ascot Drive in Moraga.

Acalanes High School Class of
1971 - 50 year reunion. April 9,
2022, at the Coop in LaFiesta
Square. For more information
please contact: Katrina Neblett
Silvani: 71Acalanes@gmail.com

It’s time for the Cycle Recycle
again! Don’t toss that repairable
bike on the garbage heap! Over
the last 24 years Bobbie and Tom
Preston have collected over 3,700
repairable bikes Nov. 1-31 on
their driveway, 1307 Larch,
Moraga. No razors or scooters
unless in primo condition. Bike
racks accepted. No helmets,
please. Biking clothing in primo
condition okay. No need to call.
This year’s recipients include
Waterside workshops, Trips for
Kids, Keeping our Promise,
Charity Bike Institute, White Pony
Express, and Oakland
international High School.

Canyon Club in Moraga is the
venue for Sydney Paige
Foundation’s “Raising the Bar”
fundraiser on Nov. 2, 5 to 7 p.m.
Enjoy drinks, appetizers, and bid
on fabulous items at a silent and
live auction hosted by the
Warriors “Hype Man” Franco
Finn. There will also be a special
tribute to three incredible
Lamorinda teachers. Proceeds
from the event will help fund
Sydney Paige’s initiatives to
empower low-income K-12
students by providing them with
equal access to the tools they
need to succeed in school. To
date, Sydney Paige has supplied
over 100,000 students with new,
high-quality backpacks, school
supplies and books. To purchase
your ticket and help make a
positive impact in underserved
local communities, please visit
www.raisethebar.givesmart.com.

Saint Mary's College Guild
Christmas Party. Come and
celebrate the beginning of the
Christmas season at our joyous
Christmas Party, Dec. 2, 11 a.m. to
2:30 p.m. at Saint Mary's College
Soda Center in Moraga. They are
raffling a valuable money tree
and selling delicious baked goods
- great for holiday desserts and or
gifts. We are featuring the
award-winning Saint Mary's
College Chorale, directed by Dr.
Judy Ford and accompanied by
SMC pianist Sharon Lee Kim.
Tickets are $50. Make checks
payable to: St. Mary's College
Guild and send to Cynthia Jane
Kelly, 628 Augusta Drive, Moraga,
CA 94556. All proceeds benefit
students seeking Financial Aid
Scholarships. Deadline Nov. 17.

The Peace Center webinar
co-organized with Veterans for
Peace - set to take place Tuesday,
Oct. 26 7 to 8:30 p.m. via Zoom -
as a part of Walnut Creek
Sustainability Week. Link to
register:
https://forms.gle/cppvwgD
Pztrmw3uHS8. A Zoom link will be

sent as a confirmation email. The
webinar will be focused
specifically on the Veterans for
Peace campaign around Climate
Change and Militarism: 1) The
carbon bootprint of the U.S.
military, larger than that of many
countries; 2) The wars for oil and
other resources — how they
support the fossil fuel-based
status quo; 3) The unequal
burden of both climate crisis and
militarism on people of color, the
poor, and future generations; and
4) The resources spent on
militarism and war - redirect to
respond to the existential threat
of climate crisis.
www.sustainablewalnutcreek.org/
sustainability-week/

Mountains and Valleys:
Preparing for Family Holiday
Celebrations. Speaker - Brian Kay,
MFT, Walnut Creek Presbyterian
Church. Thursday, Nov. 18, 6:45
p-m. on Zoom. Please Register
Through MVPC Website or call
the church office (925) 376-4800.

Service Clubs Announcements

19: Member Magazine
26: No Meeting

Lamorinda Sunrise e,
Rotary &<

Every Friday, 7:00 a.m. — 8:15 a.m.
Lafayette Veterans Memorial Building
OR Zoom Link at https://lamorindasunrise.org/speakers

November 2021 Weekly Speakers
5: Thomas Myers & Jay Lifson, Lafayette—Past, Present, Future
12: Ashleigh Curry, Film Director of “Toni. Mamie. Connie.”

Lamorinda’s Religious Services

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
An Open, Affirming & Loving Community
Virtual service at Sun. 9:00 AM
If someone would like to be added to our Zoom invitation

please call 925-284-7420 or email cathy.w@stanselms.ws
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, www.stanselms.ws

Lafayette

United Methodist Church

Experiencing and Expressing God's Love

View On-demand Worship Services at
YouTube.com/LoveLUMC

Visit www.theLUMC.org

for updates on in-person services \.
e 955 Moraga Rd., Lafayette | 925-284-4765

WILLOWSPR)NG

Practical biblical teaching, contemporary
worship, come as you are.

www.willowspringchurch.com
1689 School St. Moraga | 925-376-3550

10:45 AM Sunday Service

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422

www.holyshepherd.org

ONLINE WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Facebook Premiere Community Worship
every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Go to
== facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/
WORSHIP SCHEDULE In person worship
at 9:30 a.m. Live stream on
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/

Visit our website to access the current
and recent sermons.

@ ST MARK’S CHURCH
~1 OF ORINDA & MORAGA

5‘ Sunday Service at 10 a.m.

R L 451 Moraga Way, Orinda

'fl, www.stmarksorinda.org | (925) 254-5965
All Are Welcome

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

All are welcome to our on-line services

Sunday Service 10-11 am
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm
See website and join us through Zoom
www.christianscienceorinda.org

Please join us!

AWELCOMING = LOVING

COMMUNITY OF FAITH
ma | EARNS, GROWS, AND S5ERVES

TOGETHER.

LOPC.ORG

L rpefle-Drarls Preddrderian Ll farch

FiGav

Masaga Valley Prédbytetdan Church

mvpe

JOIN US SUNDAYS AT 9:30
INDOORS & ON THE PATIO

OR OMLINE AT MVPCTODAY.ORG

Staying home? Join us at OSLC.NET for our

IR »AV IO,
PLVTRET RAMN UL RO H

MAIN HALL WORSHIP SUNDAYS AT 11:00 A.M.

Sunday Livestream at 9:00 am, or
view it anytime on our YouTube Channel.

1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette, CA 94549 | (925) 283-3722 | Spirit@oslc.net
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lamorindaweekly.com
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Acalanes girls tennis finishes year with tough loss
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By John T. Miller

For Acalanes High School girls tennis
coach Drew Diefenbach, finishing off this
year with a 5-4 loss to Miramonte was
tough.

In that loss there were four third-set
tie-breakers, including No. 4 singles Ella
Morris, who barely lost her match, and a
hard-fought win by the No. 2 doubles
team of Kayli Harley and Emily
Burkowitz, who won in a third
tie-breaker.

- Kayli Harley

According to coach Drew Diefen-
bach, the Dons’ season was a matter of
“having fun and coming together as a
team.”

They accomplished that and more
with an excellent season, finishing 6-4 in
the competitive Foothill Division of the
Diablo Athletic League and 9-10 overall.

Diefenbach, in his fourth year at
Acalanes, is a Miramonte High School
and Saint Mary’s College graduate, hav-
ing played tennis as an undergraduate at
Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo. He also earned

Emily Burkowitz Photos Gint Federas

a master’s in sports psychology from JFK-
University and runs a program called
Paragon Tennis in Orinda.

The team boasted a good amount of
returning players, and, with only three
seniors graduating and a good JV crew,
their prospects look good for next year.

Analese Ruczynski and Martha
Burns, both juniors, played the No. 1 and
No. 2 singles positions. They are both
lefties, presenting some additional prob-
lems for opponents.

Kit Scheirer, a sophomore, No. 2 or

No. 3 singles, pulled out a lot of great
wins for the team, according to Diefen-
bach. Senior co-captains Ella Morris
played No. 3 or No. 4 singles, with Kayli
Harley occupying the No. 1 doubles
position.

Diefenbach gives additional credit to
Cate Condy, a junior, at the No. 5 singles:
“Cate brought special enthusiasm to
games and practice, really helping to
push the team spirits.” He also men-
tioned Avery Bahl, who rounded out the
team as No. 2 doubles. “Avery stepped up
as a senior in her first year on varsity
and really helped contribute to the
team.”

In addition to beating DAL rival Mi-
ramonte earlier this year, 8-1, Diefen-
bach points to a nonleague win against a
tough Burlingame High opponent, 6-0, as
a highlight of the year

Helping out with the team was vol-
unteer Mike Toni, who is in his fourth
year as assistant to Diefenbach, and an-
other special “coach,” a stuffed animal
sloth named Gilbert, Jr. who attends all
the practices and games.

At the JV level, Diefenbach credits
coaches Gary Fiammengo and Lee Ann
Gove for doing an excellent job. “We’re
pretty well set up for next year,” he says.

Diefenbach is also an aficionado in
pickleball, hoping to promote it as a
sport for high school athletics.

Lafayette's
Donovan
Bantique and
Tucker Jones
on winning

team

Submitted by Tim
Jones

Lafayette eighth-graders Dono-
van Bantique and Tucker Jones
won the 2021 Adrenaline Santa
Barbara Lacrosse Showdown

with their West Coast Wolver-

ines team going 5-0 in tourna-

ment play.

Photo provided

Submit sports stories and story ideas to
sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com

Lamorinda Karate Athletes return
with medals

f‘ “ ‘,4!’ ﬁf'ﬂiﬂ_

Karate & Fitness USA team members with Thomas Westernoff on
right, not all athletes in photo

Submitted by Thomas Westernoff

Karate & Fitness USA Team members of
Lafayette participated in the Yuba City State
Karate Championships on Sunday, Oct. 3. A to-
tal of 13 athletes from the Lamorinda area re-
turned with 22 medals: 11 Gold, 4 Silver and 7
Bronze.
(Forms) and Kumite (sparring).

Fall Classic Competition results: 13 Total
Athletes, 22 Medals, 11 Gold, 4 Silver and 7
Bronze.

The Karate team competed in Kata

Photo provided
Name Kata Kumite
Sophia Hong Silver Silver
Jacob Beugelmans Bronze Bronze
Collin Beugelmans Gold
Miles Paras Bronze Gold
Chloe Paras Gold
Parsa Shayesteh ~ Bronze Gold
Kian Shayesteh Bronze
Zac Kemp Gold Silver
Agnes Swaney Silver Bronze
Andrew Cai Gold Gold
Polly Ryzhanklva Gold Bronze
Alex Paras Gold Gold
Ryoma Durkee Gold

Classified « Classified ¢ Classified « Classified « Classified « Classified « Classified

House Cleaning

|

www.totalclean.biz

Custom Quality Fencing

" REDWOOD FENCING

B "thi 925.938-9836

* Good Neighbor Fence

» Deer Fencing

* Picket/Split Rail

* RV Gates

« Trellis and Arbors

* Retaining Walls
 Insurance/Storm Repairs

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

Structural Repairs

Alameda Engineering
DRAINAGE SYSTEMS
RETAINING WALLS
510-537-6550
General Engineering Contractors
Lic. # 562641
alamedaengineering@comcast.net
alameda-engineering.com

Java Fence (925) 957 1628
Decks, Hog Wire, Arbors,
Stairs, Trellis, Deer Fence,

Chicken coop, Green house

CCL 880556, Free Est

Tile Setting

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters
Cliff 510-697-1125

s~ Ken'’s Rototilling
‘m « 4W/D Tractors
. « Hillside Weed Cutting
« Mowing - Discing - Rototilling
« Brush Removal Abatement
To Fire Dept Regulations
Free estimates! 925-938-9836

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

Science Tutor by Stanford Grad./
Credentialed Teacher/Prof,, 15 yrs exp.:
MoragaAcademicConsulting.com

Garage Sale

MORAGA

Huge Communitywide
Garage Sale!
Moraga County Club
Sat., Nov. 6 from 9am - 3pm.
Pick up a map at the
Clubhouse for all the
participating homes

Reach 65,000
with your ad

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

il Plumbing |

Quetzal Handﬁman

f NO JOBTOO SMALL
Electrical, plumbing,
j concrete, driveways & more...
Please call Carlos Toledo
510-689-7490

Rusty Nails Handyman Service
Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

WE HOP TOIT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

$10 per 1/2" classified ad
height. Email to:

classified@lamorinda
weekly.com
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Saint Mary’s men’s baskethball -
more of the same only better

Logan Johnson

By Jon Kingdon

It was Mark Twain that said, “Familiar-
ity breeds contempt.” It’s certain that he
was not referring to this year’s Saint
Mary’s men’s basketball team. Head
coach Randy Bennett’s Gaels are only
one of two college teams returning
every player that played every single
minute last season.

Bennett appreciates how more effi-
cient his practices are with all of the
veterans on the team (and three fresh-
men): “It’s refreshing. You know what
they can do and what they bring to the
team and that’s where it’s an advantage.
You can teach things so much quicker in
that the players already know the drills
so you can move faster. Now in practice,
we can put in three plays rather than
one play and they’ll pick it up like that.”

Last year’s team (14-10) dealt with
many issues - the coronavirus (6 can-
celed games), youth (6 new players on
the roster) and injuries with only three
players appearing in every game. “I
know our team better this year because
of what everyone went through last sea-
son,” Bennett said. “Our young players
were thrown into the fire, and I feel they
know it now. I feel their maturity,
growth and toughness and it often gets
down to that. I feel good here.”

With five sophomores and two re-
cruited freshmen, Bennett appreciates
the leadership that the upperclassmen
are providing. “We have a group of
seven older players that have been
through the good and bad for us,” Ben-
nett said. “It’s not one individual.
(Tommy) Kuhse, (Logan) Johnson,
(Matthias) Tass, (Dan) Fotu, (Quinn)
Clinton, (Kyle) Bowen and (Alex) Ducas
have all been very good leaders as a
core group. I feel that as much with this
team as with any other team I've
coached that this group of older guys
has ownership of this program right
now, in a good way.”

Bennett is excited at the improve-
ment he has seen from last year’s fresh-
man class. “It was a big adjustment for
last year’s freshmen, but they have all
made a big jump into their sophomore
year,” Bennett said. “Last year with only
10 players that were healthy at times,
they had to practice every day and play
in the games. We had to overcome
much and we were forced to play a lot of
young guys, yet through all that they got
tougher and better. They grew up a lot
and I can see it now in practice.”

There is great depth and size at the
guard position for the Gaels. Returning
starters, leading scorer Tommy Kuhse
and 2nd team All-WCC Logan Johnson
are backed up by junior Quinn Clinton,
sophomores Jabe Mullins (6’6”), Leemet
Bockler (6’7”), Luke Barrett (6°6”) and
freshmen Augustas Marciulionis (6’4”)
and Chris Howell (6°6”). This will allow
Kuhse who led the team with 36 per
game and Johnson with 32 minutes per
game to play less and not be as worn
down later in the season.

Bennett is particularly excited about
his two freshmen recruits: “Marciulionis
and Howell are both really good. It will
take a little while for them to get com-
fortable and learn our offense and de-
fense, but they are on track to be able to
help us this year.”

Photos SMC Athletics/Tod Fierner

Marciulionis’ father, Sarunis, played
six years for the Warriors and is in the
NBA Hall of Fame. “Sarunis is very fa-
miliar with the area and people really
love him around here,” Bennett said.
“Augustas has got a lot to learn but hav-
ing played against older and bigger
players, he knows what to do offensively
and it helps that we play a lot like the
European teams.”

The front court does not have the
depth the team has at guard. Returning
at the forward positions are senior Dan
Fotu and juniors Alex Ducas and Kyle
Bowen. Sophomore Judah Brown should
also see time in the front court along
with being able to play guard. “Those
are the guys we have, and we want them
to stay healthy,” Bennett said.

Senior center Matthias Tass, a three-
year starter who averaged 10.9 points
and 5.3 rebounds a game, is backed up
by sophomore Mitchell Saxen who ap-
peared in all 24 games last season and
was named to the All-WCC Freshmen
team. “Last year, it was a new role for
Tass to be one of the go-to guys in our
offense but he needs to make another
jump this year if we’re going to be really
good,” Bennett said. “We have good
depth with Saxen who played well for us
and has shown a lot of improvement.”
Matt Van Komen is coming off a foot in-
jury and may redshirt this season.

After averaging 75.3 points per
game in 2019-20, the Gaels scoring aver-
age dropped to 64.3 this past season and
it’s an area that Bennett has been focus-
ing on. “Last year was an aberration.
When we lost our two best shooters
(Bockler and Mullens), we didn’t have
much shooting to replace them. “Be-
cause of that, we focused on our defense
and tried to score enough to win,” Ben-
nett said. “If we’re going to be good,
we’re going to have to score points so
we’re working on our team chemistry.
We must be better offensively, scoring in
the low post, throwing it out of the low
post, kicking it out on penetration and
making better shot selection. I feel
we’ve gotten better in just our first three
weeks of practice. We have the person-
nel where we can get eight or nine guys
scoring in double figures so it’s not just
a matter of someone putting up 20
points.”

Still, it’s not as easy as it sounds.
“Our guards have to be willing to find
the guys that are open,” Bennett said.
“We did not shoot with a high percent-
age and that’s why we struggled in the
league. Knock on wood, we have our
injured players back and the team has
been shooting the ball very well. The
team has improved as much as any team
that I can remember thus far.”

Saint Mary’s does have a favorable
schedule with eight non-league games at
home, two on the road and four on neu-
tral sites. The Gaels will open with four
home games before heading to Las Ve-
gas to play Notre Dame and either Ore-
gon or Chaminade.

Though things have improved with
the virus, Saint Mary’s is requiring proof
of vaccination or a recent negative
COVID test for anyone to be allowed into
the arena.

I'm looking forward to having fans
again,” Bennett said. “It wasn’t the same
last season without them. It'll be fun
playing in front of crowds again.”

Saint Mary’s women’s basketball
a picture of size and strength

By Jon Kingdon

After eight consecutive 20-win seasons,
the Saint Mary’s women’s basketball
team had two consecutive losing seasons
for the first time in 13 years. Head coach
Paul Thomas learned that size and injury
avoidance matters. “We’re a lot bigger
and stronger than we’ve been the last
couple of years,” Thomas said. “We’re
healthier today than we’ve been over
that period as well. When you have in-
juries, you quickly discover that your
best players are the ones that are
available.”

Balance is the key for Thomas, start-
ing with the front court. “I believe that
the game starts from the inside out,”
Thomas said. “If you're strong inside, it
will make your perimeter better. We
were a top 10 rebounding team in the
country for years and that has been my
challenge to get this team back up there.
That takes work and commitment and
toughness and the intangibles that we
love our kids to have. With our length,
we can put a lineup on the floor with
everyone over six feet. Our team has a
much better mix and flow to them. Our
balance and rhythm between the
perimeter and the paint has also im-
proved. We can throw the ball inside
and create a lot of things. We don’t have
to pound inside for every basket, but it
will initiate what we can do.”

With Ali Bamberger, Amy West, Mia
Griszelj, Aspen Garrison, and Ellie Croco,
it’s a solid base of youth and experience
in the front court. Bamberger, a sopho-
more, who transferred from the Univer-
sity of Washington, redshirted last sea-
son, recovering from a knee injury. She
has made a complete recovery and is be-
ing counted on to be a key force for
Thomas: “Ali should be a double figure
scorer for us. She is one of those bigs
that feels very comfortable stepping out
and shooting the ball and we feel very
comfortable with her out there. She will
make a big difference in our ability to
finish.”

West, a junior, only played nine
games last year due to an injury but the
Gaels are expecting big things from her
this season. “Amy is healthy right now
and at 6’4” can really run the floor.
We’re looking forward to seeing her ful-
fill her potential,” Thomas said. “She
gives us a whole different dynamic and
should be a big part of our success.”

The back court starters are seniors
Tayce Wedin (12.5 PPG) and Maddie Hol-
land (11.3 PPG). Wedin is second on the
team in career 3-point field goals and
was Honorable Mention All WCC last
season. “Maddie is definitely the quar-
terback on the court though she won’t
always be the point guard,” Thomas said.
“Tayce is currently out with an injury
but should be fine in a couple of weeks.”
Freshman Addison Wedin, currently re-
habbing a knee injury, is a strong
shooter like her sister and should be
available to play soon.

So far, the team has been shooting
much better in the team scrimmages.
The staff has been working very hard
with the players in understanding and
improving shot selection.

Thomas does not want the guards to
be strictly shooters, encouraging them to
be aggressive to the hoop. “Jade (Kiri-
some) is more comfortable in driving to
the basket as are Leia (Hanifan) and
Tayla (Dalton). We’ve challenged Briana
(Simonich) to be more aggressive and
she has also looked good in practice. I
expect her to be able to average in dou-
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ble figures. Our offense will play with 4
out and 1 in, spreading the court while
still having two bigs in there because re-
bounding is going to be so vital to our
success. If we're efficient with our shot
selection and can get on the offensive
glass, we can really have something.”

Ironically, the pandemic has con-
tributed to the depth of the team. “The
pandemic affected all of us, but it al-
lowed our seniors to come back for an-
other year,” Thomas said. “Maddie and
Briana, who both have shown how much
they love Saint Mary’s, were able to get
another year and they want to go out
with some good juice, and they have
been our hardest workers.”

Thomas is also counting on a strong
freshman class to contribute through the
season. Aspen Garrison will provide size
and depth in the front court and Makena
Mastora and Addison Wedin, Tayce’s sis-
ter should all find playing time. “Addi-
son should be back for our league
games. Makena is a left hander who
brings a lot of smoothness to the game.
She has different gears, can shoot the
ball, loves to drive, and has a great pull
up jumper. Our new people are going to
be able to help right away and several of
them should be able to get some high
quality minutes.”

With the additional size, the Saint
Mary’s defense will also have a different
look from the last two seasons. “This
year we’re going to play more zone de-
fense because of our length,” Thomas
said. “We gave up a lot of points these
past two seasons. Those numbers are
part of our legacy. We just didn’t have
the bodies because we suffered too many
injuries. In the past, we set all kinds of
records for 3-point shots attempted and
made. We’re not that team anymore and
we’ve adjusted to our personnel.”

Once again, Thomas is looking to
address the turnover issues by the of-
fense. Last year, the opponents scored
21.3 points off Saint Mary’s turnovers. If
the offense can reduce their “live”
turnovers (bad passes, bad catches), the
defensive numbers should improve.
“With live ball turnovers, we’re losing.
This allows the other team to get down
the court before we can set up our de-
fense. We’re constantly working on our
ball handling skills. When we can de-
fend a team in the half court, we’re very
good.”

The team is going to be traveling
back East to play North Carolina State
who came to Saint Mary’s three years
ago and Coastal Carolina whose coach,
Jaida Williams, played for Thomas when
they were both at Cal Poly Pomona.
Coming to Moraga are TCU, Fresno State,
Western Michigan, San Jose State and UC
Santa Barbara and the team is also play-
ing at UC Berkeley.

“It’s always good to take the team on
the road, seeing a different part of the
country and being able to play against
two really good teams,” Thomas said.
“We don’t shy away from competition.
We can tell our recruits that we are
playing against top ranked teams, know-
ing competitors want to play in those
games.”

The key to being successful this year,
according to Thomas: “Staying healthy is
always at the top of the list,” Thomas
said. “If our rebounding numbers are
high and steady, you are going to see our
win totals high and steady because the
rebounding will solve a lot of things. This
team has a good understanding of shot
selection so add that to rebounding and
we’re good.”
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Claire Ross

By John T. Miller

Campolindo girls tennis coach
Sunun Faulkner had to be a
quick study for the Cougars,
taking over the position 16
years ago when her senior
daughter, Ellie, had no coach.

Sunun had no experience
in coaching and had played
lacrosse for Connecticut College
before graduating from Yale
with a dual major in Art and
East Asian Studies.

Originally from Korea, she
was familiar with the sport
from being Campolindo’s team
manager while her daughters
were on the team and playing
recreationally at Moraga Coun-
try Club. Ellie went on to play

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

925-377-0977

Francesca Restrepo

Division I tennis at University
of San Diego, while her sister
Claire, who also played tennis
at Campolindo, played club
lacrosse at USD.

The Cougars boast a solid
team, with their four returning
senior team captains leading
the way, finishing the regular
season 9-1 in league and 14-2
overall.

Claire Ross is their No. 1
singles player, with Francesca
Restrepo in the No. 1 doubles
position. Emma Bornadi joins
Francesca on the doubles while
Marissa Karver is the No. 5
singles player.

About her four captains,
Faulkner says, “These team
leaders are some of the best set
of captains I've ever had. They

are excellent in motivating the
other players, setting a good
example, and mentoring the
other girls. They’re a great help
to the coaching staff.”

Ross, who has been the
Cougars’ No. 1 player for the
last two years, first started fol-
lowing the team in fourth
grade when her sister was a
freshman and drew pictures of
herself as a Campo player.

Junior Alex Goette is the
No. 2 singles and Faulkner calls
her the most improved player
on the team, with Sophia
Raldugina-Zhu, a tall, lanky
freshman at No. 3 singles who
has been “a nice surprise with
her abilities,” says Faulkner.

Rounding out the competi-
tors are No. 4 singles Paige

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Campo tennis coach lauds captains who brought team together

Emma Bornadi

Davis, a junior who will be
playing lacrosse at UC Davis af-
ter she graduates, and the No. 2
doubles team of Dilara Baseg-
mez and Liesel Hilkemeyer,
both juniors.

In all, the Cougars will lose
six seniors this year from their
roster of 15.

After helping as a full-time
volunteer coach for 15 years,
Steve Robinson recently moved
to Reno. He still comes around
when he can, but Jimmy Scott
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has taken over as full-time as-
sistant coach. Scott, a Mira-
monte graduate, has previously
coached boy’s varsity and girls
JV. “We work well together,”
says Faulkner, “and I'm so glad
to have him help.”

About the team, Faulkner
says, “The whole team always
shows up to practice and works
together as equals, which is
rare these days.” She also adds
that the parent help has been
amazing.

DAL-Foothill league singles and doubles championships were
scheduled to be held this week. All three Lamorinda girls high
school teams look forward to the NCS championships, with
Campolindo and Miramonte, who finished first and second in the
DAL-Foothill division, competing in Division I, while third place
Acalanes is hopeful of a spot in Division II. NCS team playoffs begin
Nov. 9, while singles and doubles competition start on Nov. 15.

SHOP MORAGA

&L

Mark Hoogs, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0OM08809
629 Moraga Road
Moraga, CA 94556

Bus: 925-254-3344

State Farm
1606040

A good neighbor
has your back.

Life’s a combination of good
days and bad. | have your
back for both. And who has
my back? The company
more people have trusted for
90 years. CALL ME TODAY.

o StateFarm

Bloomington, IL

Member of Moraga
Chamber of Commerce

."-:1.-uhr LIFE EASY
SHOP LOCAL

SERCHP AL AGA RS T O

(Rheem center-across from
the Post Office)

‘I ‘ "s'h_a. i
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WWW.RHEEMAUTO.COM

Moraga
(925) 388-1040

www.HallofTaxes.com - peggy@halloftaxes.com

RHEEM VALLEY AUTOMOTIVE

Complete Auto Repair

State of California
Brake, Lamp &
Smog Station

377-6020

OFFICIAL
BRAKE
ADJUSTING
STATION

OFFICIAL

STATION

Over 30 years experience

I $50 off for new clients

Hall of Taxes
Peggy Hall, Enrolled Agent

Stephen Hall, MBA, CTEC

Specializing in complex tax
situations for individuals and
small businesses.

MARK BELLINGHAM
PAINTING

HIRE A LOCAL NAME YOU
CAN TRUST

925-247-0092

MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Interior & Exterior Painting Deck & Fence Restoration
Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinet Painting Dry Rot Repair
Light Carpentry Drywall Repair

For a Quick Preliminary Estimate
Email Photos of Project to:
Office@MarkBellinghamPainting.com

See our Reviews on NextDoor, Houzz & YELP

Local Business Owner - Since 1985 - Licensed & Insured

# N

PROFESSIONAL EYECARE

o P T o m E T R Y

» Comprehensive Vision Testing
¢ Eye Disease Diagnosis
o Specialty Contact Lens Care

Best Latte in Town

910 Country Club Dr.
Moraga

Dr. Wm. Schwertscharf, O.D.

¢ Finest Quality Eyewear and Sunglasses

MORAGA RETREAT

. MORAGARETREAT.COM

CARE HOMES

residential assisted living for seniors

professional staff, resident-centered care

private vooms, home-made meals, medication management

unparalleled attention to detail

(925) 376-2273

New hours:
Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00

Sat 9-5, Sun closed  Moraga, CA 94556-2005

The UPS Store Bs

Our location:
1480 Moraga Rd, Ste C

v Shipping

v" Copying, Finishing
v Printing Services
v"Notary Services

www.theupsstorelocal.com/2291

v Postal Services

v/ Business Services

v Live Scan
Fingerprinting

Bayﬁrea home
cempanions

Affordable,

¢ Personal Care

in-home care services

@ompetent Warm & @ompasswwate Adult Care

¢ Light Housekeeping
* Meal Preparation ¢ Non-medical Outpatient Assistance

(925) 330-3999

www.bayareahomecompanions.com
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I
A4S MADIA WD BUITE F
[RES) ddid-TO2H
e AP

Watch for Love Lafayette
Nov. 10

Call for Advertising
925.377.0977

SKIN CARE & HAIR SALON

-,

~ |OPEN -Call today!

all safety protocols in place

925.376.7222

S08 Center Street, Moraga
(in Rheem Valley Shopping Center

Service and Repair

2016 Moraga Small
Business of the Year

MORAGA MOTORS

since 1981 in Moraga. Located on ,ﬁ@"‘"
Moraga Road, Rheem Valley Shopping Center & =iz

Professional Automotive

Foreign and Domestic

530 Moraga Rd. ¢ 925-376-0692

WWW.MMoragamotors.com
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

Gremlins of the garden

Photos Cynthia Brian
Decorate your front porch with pumpkins and chrysanthemums.

By Cynthia Brian

“Gnome and elf and fairy, Witch and ghost make merry On this last of dear
October’s days.” ~ Lettie. C. Van Derveer, Halloween Happenings, 1921

The howling, nipping, and barking of the coyote send shivers
down my back. Although they hunt throughout the day, as dusk set-
tles over the hills and the moon rises, these wily carnivores set out to
regulate the ecosystem. As apex crepuscular predators in an urban
landscape, their prey is often our beloved pet. Creepy and
blood-curdling!

For kids, the hot topic of conversation this week revolves around
Halloween. As we decorate pumpkins and light jack-o’-lanterns,
spooky specimens and wild phantoms are also prowling around our
hallowed grounds.

We work hard to maintain our landscapes and it’s frustrating to

have our sanctuaries invaded by unwanted organisms. One of the
most noxious weeds to assault our gardens is the bindweed. Mimick-
ing the fair face of a morning glory flower, like a poltergeist, it twists
and tangles until it strangles plants and shrubs. Each plant produces
more than 50 seeds that can survive for 50 years or more, making this
deep-rooted gremlin a wicked weed to eradicate.

The cast list of freaky wild ones includes the misunderstood good,
the beastly bad, and the pesky players that we often wish to hocus
pocus somewhere else.

The Misunderstood Good
Owls

Owls are the silent, stealthy hunters of our gardens providing free
rodent control. When you hear their haunting hoots, be grateful that
they’ve designated your trees as their habitat. Install a tall owl nest-
ing box if you don’t have old trees attractive to owls.

Frogs and Toads

In folkloric traditions, magic potions are concocted in rituals us-
ing frogs and toads to cast evil spells. These helpful hoppers have
been much maligned. As a natural pest controller, they will munch
over 10,000 insects in a few months. Their summer song and mating
calls are melodious, indicating that you have a healthy environment.
Turn a broken clay pot on its side, bury it halfway in the soil, and wel-
come these amphibians to their toad abode.

Bats

Dracula and the
coronavirus have some- ===
thing in common ... they i
both disparaged the g
docile bat. Bats are not
winged rodents or
bloodsuckers. Instead,
they are the only flying
mammals with wings.
Bats are productive pest
patrollers feeding on in-
sects, progressive polli-
nators of hundreds of
plant species, and sensa-
tional seed dispersers.

Plant garlic to keep vampires away.

... continued on Page D12



PENDING!
Call us if you're considering selling!

1 ACRE FLAT IN HAPPY VALLEY

An exceptional gated estate in Lafayette’s Upper Happy
Valley is a dream-come-true for those desiring an exclusive
and timeless East Bay residence.

Open the gates to the grand, tree-lined entrance into this
extraordinary acre property featuring a custom-built and
updated single-level ranch-style home. The professional
landscaped park-like setting create an ultra-private
sanctuary.

Approximately 3,343 square feet of living space showcases
refinished hardwood floors, gorgeous millwork,
soaring ceilings, recessed lighting, and a freshly painted
interior. Five bedrooms and three bathrooms include a
two-bedroom/one-bathroom detached and
updated guesthouse.

Price and address upon request.

Glenn & Kellie Beaubelle

925.254.1212
For more information:
TheBeaubelleGroup.com
Email:

Glenn@TheBeaubelleGroup.com
CABRE# 00678426, 01165322
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

City Last reported Lowest amount Highest amount
LAFAYETTE 24 $1,025,000 $3,000,000
MORAGA 19 $390,000 $2,900,000
ORINDA 22 $540,000 $5,250,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.
LAFAYETTE
3190 Acalanes Avenue, $1,700,000, 4 Bdrms, 1512 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 09-10-21,
Previous Sale: $1,825,000, 05-10-18
596 Antonio Court, $1,450,000, 3 Bdrms, 1368 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 09-13-21,
Previous Sale: $950,000, 08-10-06
18 Benthill Court, $1,900,000, 4 Bdrms, 3013 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 09-08-21,
Previous Sale: $1,250,000, 04-05-13
3643 Boyer Circle, $2,751,500, 3 Bdrms, 2597 SqFt, 1945 YrBlt, 09-07-21
1000 Dewing Avenue #307, $1,185,000, 3 Bdrms, 1568 SqFt, 2017 YrBlt, 09-15-21
3298 Gloria Terrace, $1,350,000, 3 Bdrms, 1956 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 09-08-21
3122 Indian Way, $1,985,000, 4 Bdrms, 2810 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 09-13-21
3368 Johnson Road, $1,495,000, 3 Bdrms, 2047 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 09-14-21,
Previous Sale: $1,050,000, 05-04-18
1283 Juanita Drive, $1,560,000, 5 Bdrms, 2460 SqFt, 2015 YrBlt, 09-01-21,
Previous Sale: $675,500, 03-31-14
1129 Martino Road, $3,000,000, 4 Bdrms, 3326 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 09-10-21,
Previous Sale: $2,050,000, 06-16-18
1064 Miller Drive, $2,225,000, 4 Bdrms, 3023 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 09-15-21,
Previous Sale: $460,500, 11-05-98
3416 Moraga Boulevard, $2,200,000, 3 Bdrms, 1690 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 09-03-21,
Previous Sale: $835,000, 10-14-14
945 Oak View Circle, $1,310,000, 3 Bdrms, 1617 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 09-07-21,
Previous Sale: $640,000, 07-29-10
965 Oak Vista Court, $1,200,000, 4 Bdrms, 3615 SqFt, 1994 YrBlt, 09-03-21,
Previous Sale: $810,000, 06-29-09
5 Pleasant Place, $2,800,000, 4 Bdrms, 3547 SqFt, 2014 YrBlt, 09-17-21,
Previous Sale: $1,898,000, 03-12-15
1618 Silver Dell Road, $1,777,000, 4 Bdrms, 2099 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 09-16-21,
Previous Sale: $1,500,000, 04-24-19
46 Silverwood Drive, $1,500,000, 3 Bdrms, 2155 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 09-07-21
3485 South Silver Springs Road, $2,210,500, 5 Bdrms, 2449 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 09-17-21
3575 Springhill Road, $1,320,000, 3 Bdrms, 1629 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 09-15-21,
Previous Sale: $900,000, 05-13-14
3149 Stanley Boulevard, $1,430,000, 4 Bdrms, 1657 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 09-09-21,
Previous Sale: $640,000, 01-03-13
3220 Surmont Drive, $1,950,000, 5 Bdrms, 2773 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 09-15-21,
Previous Sale: $1,300,000, 09-24-20
1191 Vacation Drive, $1,025,000, 3 Bdrms, 1442 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 09-16-21
1048 Via Media, $2,025,000, 4 Bdrms, 3120 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 09-16-21,
Previous Sale: $357,500, 10-01-86
1039 Windsor Drive, $1,810,000, 4 Bdrms, 2010 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 09-10-21,
Previous Sale: $1,525,000, 06-15-18
MORAGA
1039 Alta Mesa Drive, $975,000, 2 Bdrms, 1700 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 09-10-21,
Previous Sale: $244,000, 12-01-90
1174 Alta Mesa Drive, $1,480,000, 3 Bdrms, 2486 SqFt, 1975 YrBlt, 09-15-21,
Previous Sale: $1,195,000, 07-24-17
2059 Ascot Drive #108, $390,000, 1 Bdrms, 713 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 09-16-21,
Previous Sale: $235,000, 12-03-13
2083 Ascot Drive #134, $650,000, 3 Bdrms, 1444 SqFt, 1971 YrBIt, 09-03-21,
Previous Sale: $380,000, 10-04-13
... continued on Page D10



PUT OUR PROVEN SUCCESS TO WORK FOR YOU

PENDING WITH MULTIPLE OFFERS!

4 BEDROOMS | 4 BATHROOMS | 4,479 SQ. FT. | 3.96 ACRES | OFFERED AT $2,650,000

-

- - LTl _F .

| = - g - --.-d-
e . 7 . =
_. i .._'..*___._.. "‘#ﬁ ‘

64 CAMINO ENCINAS, ORINDA - ORINDAMODERN.COM
4 BEDROOMS | 3 BATHROOMS | 2,450 SQ. FT. | .4 ACRES | OFFERED AT $2,200,000

STELLA TSAKONAS - DRE #01363574
925.878.6603
STELLA@STELLAANDSTEPHANIE.COM

STEPHANIE MULL - DRE #01955633
925.878.1896
STEPHANIE@STELLAANDSTEPHANIE.COM

L8 8 8 8 4

TOP 1% OF REALTORS IN CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

COMPASS

STELLAANDSTEPHANIE.COM

Compass is a licensed real estate broker (01991628) in the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price,
condition, sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. Al measurements and square footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit properties already listed.
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Stop the drips

bigstock images

By Jim Hurley

We’ve all seen a comedic scene in shows
where the protagonist can’t sleep because
the noise of a dripping faucet is driving them
to distraction. In reality, especially during a
prolonged drought, that drip is a waste of
precious water.

Here’s how drips happen. Faucets are
simply valves which control the flow of wa-
ter into the sink. Your household water sup-
ply is under very high pressure, so just the
slightest damage or wear on the seals inside
the faucet valve will allow water to squeeze
through and cause that drip.

In the old days, a good handyman would
carry a little box of black rubber washers in
various sizes and shapes to a house call. The
repair was simple: just shut off the water
supply, unscrew the tap, and replace the
washer. Then came cartridges. A modern
faucet has a cylinder inside called a “car-
tridge” to control the flow of water. Car-
tridges come in all shapes and sizes. Unless
you have a very old faucet with washers, a
DIY repair for drips goes something like this:
1. Shut off the water supply valve under the
sink.

2. Remove the cartridge from the faucet.
Make a note of the faucet manufacturer if
possible.

3. Take the cartridge to the hardware store.
(Find the old guy who knows what to look for

www.lamorindaweekly.com

and where to find it and hope they have a
cartridge that is an exact match in size.)

4. Return home and install the new car-
tridge.

5. Turn on the water and see if that fixed
the problem.

This is not always easy.

When shutting off the supply valve under
the sink, turning the valve handle may cause
a drip to start from the valve stem. Before
you start, remove any items under the sink to
keep them dry and to make it easier to ob-
serve the floor for drips. Turning off the
valve may also not completely shut off the
flow of water to the faucet. In some cases,
the shutoff valve also has a washer that may
also be faulty. If this happens, you will need
to shut off the house main water supply and
replace both the shutoff valve and the faucet
cartridge.

These shutoff valves deserve an entire
article of their own. In brief, there are two
types of shutoff valves; one that screws shut,
(turn the handle several times to close the
valve), and one that stops at a quarter turn.
The quarter turn type (a ball valve) is the
best. If the screw-down type needs replace-
ment, buy a quarter turn valve of the same
size.

Faucets are so varied in design that it
would be impossible to explain how to re-
move the cartridge for each one. You will
need to be creative and gentle as you dis-
cover how to remove the handle, which may
be stuck on very tight, and disassemble the
valve to remove the cartridge.

And not all hardware stores are equal.
Find a good one with a variety of replace-
ment parts and a knowledgeable salesper-
son. An alternative is to go to a plumbing
supply house but, unfortunately, they are
typically not open on weekends.

Once all the pieces are off — without you
losing or breaking them — be sure to stack
them carefully on the counter in the order
that they came off, so that you can reassem-
ble them in order.

Provided you do all those steps success-
fully, the problem may still not be resolved
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because sometimes the valve base is dam-
aged, and the drip is from the valve housing
rather than the O ring on the cartridge.

Before you spend this much time and en-
ergy on repairing the old faucet, you might
consider replacing the whole thing. This
may not require buying a new one because
most faucets come with a limited warranty
and some even have a lifetime warranty. If
you have the documents that came with the
faucet, (anything with the name and model
number on it), call the manufacturer’s cus-
tomer service line and they will send you a
replacement. Even if you only know the
manufacturer, call their service line and they
can use a photograph of the faucet to look up
the make and model for you.

If replacement parts are not available,
you will need to buy a new faucet. Replacing
the whole faucet has only one major chal-
lenge: You will need to remove the nut under
the counter that holds the old one in place. It
is typically a tight space, and the fastening
nut may be rusted or just won’t budge. The
hardware store sells an “Offset Sink Wrench”
ostensibly to reach up under the counter and
loosen the nut. I have never seen one of
those actually work. What I use is my Multi-
Tool with a metal cutting saw blade to cut
through the nut and then pry it off with a
screwdriver.

If you reach a point where it just won’t
come out, it’s time to call your favorite
handyman or plumber.

Jim Hurley is an
independent
handyman with over 25
years of experience in
residential repairs.
Hopefully this free
advice is helpful to
someone attempting
Do-It-Yourself home
repairs. The
information presented
is intended for
informational purposes
and for use by persons
having appropriate
technical skill, at their own discretion and risk.
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22 White Oak Drive, Lafayette

5 bedrooms | 3 baths | 2572 sqft | .48 acre | $1,895,000

Situated on a lovely private setting, this intriguing parcel is convenient to Orinda and Lafayette.
Enjoy the amenities the Woodland Hill's neighborhood offers (easy access to commute plus
the pool and tennis court).

34 San Pablo Court, Moraga
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4 bedrooms | 2.5 baths | 2530 sqft | .37 acre | Pool

The coveted "Bluffs" is an enclave of distinctive homes providing a special location within
Moraga but also close to Lafayette for shopping, dining, top-rated schools and nearby recrea-
tion (many trails, the Commons Park, St. Mary's College).

~—CLARKTHOMPSON=— P UXURY

REALESTATEBROKER = &
VILLAGE ASSOCIATES

CALBRE# 00903367

Village

ASSOCIATES

925-998-7898 | ct@clarkthompson.com
clarkthompson.com
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What's that?

Whoa I've abwaoys liked
the idea of remcdaling
bt i seamed like go

rUCH work, Kinda cool
they hielp you figum #
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We’re not just a real estate brokerage.
We’re your contractor and designer, too.

We’re Enkasa. Just think of us as your agent, contractor, and designer—all in one.
Figure out what needs remodeling (and how much it will cost) before you buy. Plan
for updates to increase your home’s value before you sell. Our team is your team,
and we’re here to help you get the most out of every home.

Text or call 925.238.3358 ﬁ E N K A S A

EnkasaHomes.com Unlock the potential in every home.



MOLLY SMITH
YOUR KEY TO LAMORINDA

17 YEARS AND COUNTING

15 Donna Maria Way 15 Woodland Road 55 Loma Vista Drive
Orinda Orinda Orinda

10 Valencia Road 53 Don Gabriel Way 8A Lost Valley Road
Orinda Orinda Orinda

3169 Teigland Road 887 Amberwood Court
Lafayette Walnut Creek

REPRESENTED BUYER

e

7 ;—'af:&:—;-z-%%r a7t . . =

5 North Lane 8 Estates Drive 14 Linda Vista 3416 Moraga Blvd
Orinda Orinda Orinda Lafayette

MOLLY SMITH

@MOLLYSLIST
415.309.1085 | molly@mollyslist.com
License# 01498053 | www.mollyslist.com

ASSOCIATES

DRE# 01301392



J\ MICHELLE
Ind HOLCENBERG

—JUST SOLD—

5 Valencia, Orinda | 4 bedroom, 2 bath

Del Rey charmer with tons of natural light and
lush, private yard.

THE Through the Local Giving Project
LOCAL I've been able to support non-
GIVING profit organizations with each
PROJECT

closed transaction.

The latest beneficiaries are the John Muir Land
Trust and the Moraga Community Foundation.

Find out more about the Local Giving Project at
www.holcenberg.com/giving-back.

www.holcenberg.com

Michelle Holcenberg

CB Top 100 East/North Bay Region

michelle@holcenberg.com
925-324-0405
BRE #01373412

[ cotowerL aanen

©2021 Coldwell Banker. AllRights Reserved. Coldvwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are tradéarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldviell Banker® System is
comprised of company owned offices which are ouned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group'LLC and franchised offices which-are independently owned and operated. The
Coldvwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housig Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. CalRE #01908304
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Contemporary home on desireable cul-de-sac bursting
with potential! Ideal floorplan with stone fireplace and

tons of natural light and views of magnificent redwood
and oak trees. A recreation/play room has double door
access to the backyard and a private ensuite bedroom.
Plus laundry room, bonus room, wine cellar, bluestone

patios, greenhouse, raised beds, and two-car garage.

W"df melanie@melaniesnow.com
@ melaniesnow.com

925.360.0344 cell
i CAL BRE #00878893

VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE EXPERIENCE:

L4

54ststephens.com
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21 Scenic Drive, Orinda

Listed at $1,495,000

3 BEDS 3 BATHS 2,0 0 SSQI?'I‘

Charming, spacious property
in Glorietta. Enjoy swim-
ming in the ]E' ool with open
Vlews of the hills!

925.980.3829 DRE# 01885058

Shannon® ShannonConner.com Villageassociates.com
ShannonConnercom 925.254.0505
shannon conner

villageassociates.com | @villageassociates | 925.254.0505 | It's Village. Of Course.

ASSOCIATES
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Kyle Davis
Owner/Partner
Senior Mortgage Consultant .
Stonecastle Land & Home Financial Lamorinda home sales recorded
Direct/fax: 925-314-5299 ... continued from Page D2
Email: Kyle@Stonecastlemtg.com
380 Diablo Road Suite 201 ¢ Danville, CA 94526 « CADRE #: 01111347 / NMLS #: 274107 MORAGA... continued
Broker CA DRE #: 01328838 / BROKER NMLS #: 280803 2129 Ascot Drive #2, $600,000, 2 Bdrms, 1314 SqFt, 1970 YrBIt, 09-16-21,
Previous Sale: $525,000, 11-14-18
RATES ARE NEAR ALL TIME LOWS! 589 Augusta Drive, $2,300,000, 3 Bdrms, 2687 SqFt, 1985 YrBlt, 09-03-21
30 YEAR FIXED RATE TO $5,000,000! 831 Augusta Drive, $1,200,000, 2 _Bdl_rms, 2142 SqFt, 1978 YrBlt, 09-07-21,
Previous Sale: $850,000, 07-28-15
2.875% /2.925% APR 7 Berkshire Street, $1,050,000, 2 Bdrms, 2142 SqFt, 1978 YrBlt, 09-03-21,
Previous Sale: $680,000, 11-12-04
GREAT CONFORMING RATES! 1388 Camino Peral, $849,000, 2 Bdrms, 1126 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 09-02-21

3883 Campolindo Drive, $1,525,000, 4 Bdrms, 1937 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 09-03-21

Fixed Rates to $625,000 | Fixed Rates to $937,500 2 Corte Azul, $1,850,000, 4 Bdrms, 2340 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 09-17-21,

RATE  APR RATE APR Previous Sale: $1,249,000, 06-25-07
30 Year Fixed | 2979% | 3.050% 3.130% |3.199% 770 Country Club Drive, $1,000,000, 3 Bdrms, 1749 SqFt,
- 1973 YrBlt, 09-08-21, Previous Sale: $565,000, 01-11-13
IS YearFixed | 2227% [2299% [ 2256% |2301% 111 Cypress Point Way, $1,155,000, 2 Bdrms, 1743 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 09-17-21,
- Previous Sale: $580,000, 08-27-03
PROVIDING PREMIER LOAN PRODUCTS AND SERVICE FROM THE MOST 2145 Donald Drive #8, $505,000, 2 Bdrms, 1190 SqFt, 1964 YrBIt, 09-13-21
EXPERIENCED AND SOLUTION-ORIENTED PROFESSIONALS IN YOUR COMMUNITY.” 129 Draeger Drive, $1,725,000, 3 Bdrms, 1749 SqFt, 1957 YrBIt, 09-09-21
20 Hardie Drive, $2,370,000, 4 Bdrms, 2922 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 09-08-21
k) ) > ) ) s :) :) s
Call 925-314-5299 for Today’s Quote! Previous Sale: $470,000, 08-01-92
Ihizis rr:ota loan commitbmené, ncirlis ita guarante:je of any ; F_..- _‘-.._q 17 Mayfleld Placel, $2$:175,000, 4 Bdrms, 2112 Sth, 1968 YrBlt, 09-01-21,
.in LTI i§ compgrison is ased solely on estimate #gures an L e Previous Sale: 1’445’000, 11-13-16
Rl toned astle 240 Sandringham Drive, §2,900,000, 4 Bdrms, 3108 SqFt,
and Home Financial, Inc. is an Equal Opportunity Lender. h‘_-_ _-ﬂ Laﬂd & Hume fln.rll:!"l 1976 YI'Blt, 09-08-21, Previous Sale: $475,000, 08-01-91

7 Silvia Court, $2,000,000, 5 Bdrms, 2446 SqFt, 1966 YrBIt, 09-10-21,
Previous Sale: $950,000, 06-04-04
ORINDA
° 40 Adobe Lane, $3,469,500, 4 Bdrms, 4045 SqFt, 2020 YrBIt, 09-01-21
Fresh Coat Restoratlon LLC 67 Brookwood Road #19, $540,000, 2 Bdrms, 897 SqFt, 1963 YrBIt, 09-16-21,
X X Previous Sale: $405,000, 12-26-06
Restore | Refresh | Re-Design | Rebuild 5% off 14 Camino Del Diablo, $1,580,000, 2 Bdrms, 2222 SqFt, 1983 YrBIt, 09-01-21
B i - - 114 Camino Don Miguel, $2,275,000, 5 Bdrms, 3411 SqFt,
v, e 925-655-7528 LLUNUTTT 1938 YrBlt, 09-15-21, Previous Sale: $2,275,000, 08-07-19
of “Iis ad 35 Candle Terrace, $4,425,000, 4 Bdrms, 4326 SqFt, 1992 YrBlt, 09-08-21,

N Build Previous Sale: $3,400,000, 11-15-16
cw builds 155 Canon Drive, $1,650,000, 3 Bdrms, 2767 SqFt, 1941 YrBIt, 09-17-21,
Stalmng Previous Sale: $1,322,000, 10-23-19
Restoration @ 29 Crescent Drive, $1,540,000, 6 Bdrms, 3264 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 09-13-21,
Previous Sale: $200,000, 04-22-03
... and so much more! 409 Dalewood Drive, $5,250,000, 6 Bdrms, 5964 SqFt, 2001 YrBIt, 09-10-21
RN 12 Dos Posos, $1,825,000, 3 Bdrms, 2863 SqFt, 1967 YrBIt, 09-07-21
84 El Gavilan Road, $3,325,000, 3 Bdrms, 3152 SqFt, 1971 YrBIt, 09-02-21,
Check us out on Yelp and Google! Previous Sale: $2,050,000, 12-06-18

8 La Campana Road, $1,374,500, 3 Bdrms, 1547 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 09-08-21,
Previous Sale: $840,000, 05-21-14
150 La Espiral, $3,180,000, 4 Bdrms, 3378 SqFt, 1942 YrBlt, 09-10-21,
= - = Previous Sale: $2,100,000, 04-05-18
Our advertisers make our paper possible to print 11 Las Palomas, $1,800,000, 5 Bdrms, 2338 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 09-13-21,
and deliver free to your home. Please thank them Previous Sale: $1,365,000, 06-08-17
= 5 Lavina Court, $1,505,000, 3 Bdrms, 1225 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 09-09-21,
and let them know you saw their ad. Previous Sale: $865,000, 05.31.16
- 2 Los Amigos, $1,030,000, 3 Bdrms, 1667 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 09-02-21
Your publishers, 57 Orchard Road, $1,800,000, 3 Bdrms, 2249 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 09-10-21
Andy and Wendy Scheck 79 Orchard Road, $1,335,000, 4 Bdrms, 2011 SqFt, 1947 YrBlt, 09-17-21
5 Owl Hill Court, $4,895,000, 3 Bdrms, 3929 SqFt, 2007 YrBlt, 09-17-21,
Previous Sale: $2,675,000, 05-19-17
624 Tahos Road, $3,060,000, 4 Bdrms, 2669 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 09-13-21,
Previous Sale: $2,000,000, 07-06-05
11 Totterdell Court, $1,375,000, 3 Bdrms, 1603 SqFt, 1960 YrBIt, 09-03-21
121 Van Ripper Lane, $2,850,000, 5 Bdrms, 3653 SqFt, 1952 YrBIt, 09-09-21
24 Whitehall Drive, $1,876,000, 4 Bdrms, 2359 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 09-15-21

Local newspaper delivered to Laf;yette, Moréga and Orinda

925-377-0977  www.lamorindaweekly.com




&, READY TO MAKE
. / © AMOVE?

“cw..Y  Time to get started with Chris & Tracy.

Real estate moves at its own pace. We are here to help you

move at yours. Always prepared to help you act fast when
Chris Swim
Tracy Keaton
you call Chris & Tracy, you get us ... not an endless line of DRE. 00943989 | 01051349
9257661447
chris@chrisswim.com
chrisswim.com

True client-focused, luxury real estate experience. C @ MPA S S
Contact Chris & Tracy today for more information. [

necessary or be patient when you need time to think. When

'team' members. Let's discuss your real estate goals today!

Looking for
more space”?

| know some

good places.
DRE # 01995244

www.johnbnash.com

john@johnbnash.com

925-330-9474

home is where you make it

John Nash

realtor

villageassociates.com | @villageassociates 925.254.0505 | It's Village. Of Course.

ASSOCIATES
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian
Gremlins of the garden

~

Cattails are great for fall arrangements.

Bindweed is a wicked weed resembling

Photos Cynthia Brian

morning glory that must be eliminated.

... continued from Page D1

These flying friends don’t plague people, but they will devour a thou-
sand mosquitoes in an hour. Provide habitat for these winged heroes to
roost by erecting a bat house 12 to 15 feet off the ground. As a bonus to
your garden, they’ll offer nutrient-rich fertilizer with their excrement,
guano. If you fear vampires, plant garlic.
Snakes

Snakes are slimy, slithering, and scary. But most snakes are harm-
less and helpful garden assistants. The common garter snake preys on
insects, slugs, and rodents and prefers to live in cool, dark places. Keep
your doors closed as it would be frightening to find that a female gave
birth to up to 50 live young under your bed! The elegant kingsnake is
welcome in any landscape as it eats venomous snakes like the rat-
tlesnake or copperhead as well as rodents and other plant destroyers.
Skunks

Skunks are the garbage collectors of the garden. These docile black
and white creatures will eat anything including insects, rodents, and
yellow jacket larvae. When fruit falls from a tree, they’ll be the clean-
up crew. Pet food and birdseed are attractors. Because of their odorous
spray, these mostly nocturnal, solitary, and non-confrontational crea-
tures get a bad rap. When threatened, they’ll stomp, hiss, and puff up

before raising their tail and unleashing their potent defense system.
Spiders

Little Miss Muffet had no reason to run away. Only unwanted in-
sects such as grasshoppers, aphids, cockroaches, and mosquitoes need
to fear these valuable web weavers. Research is underway by scientists
on the benefits of spider venom to prevent arthritis while the strength
of spider silk is inspiring mechanical engineers.
The Beastly Bad
Gophers, Moles, Voles

Although we witness the horror gophers, moles, and voles create in
our lawns and yard, we rarely see these creeping critters. Stomping on
the mounds, trails, and holes may distract them for a while, but like the
Terminator, they’ll be back. Setting multiple traps and checking them
daily is the best method. If all else fails, call in the pros.
Rats and Mice

Rats and mice gnaw through wiring, wood, pipes, bags of birdseed,
and make nests in our stored patio furniture pads. Reproducing
rapidly and prolifically, rats spread disease, contaminate food sources,
and infest our homes and gardens. In just three years, a single rat can
produce half a billion descendants! Trapping is the humane manner to
eradicate these pests unless the wicked witch of the West unleashes her
feral black cats to hunt and exterminate. ... continued on Page D13
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian
Gremlins of the garden

A Kingsnake is a friend, not foe.

... continued from Page D12

Raccoons

If you are hearing scratching noises in your attic, it’s not the walk-
ing dead. You could have rodents or raccoons. Raccoons will walk on a
tree branch to access your roof and set up a den in the spaces above
your ceiling. They also are attracted to garbage, pet food, bird feeders,
bird nests, and they kill poultry. Raccoons are major hosts of rabies in
the United States. Make sure to cut your tree branches back at least six
to eight feet from your roof to protect yourself from these masked ma-
rauders as well as from fire laddering. Deter raccoons from setting up
house with cayenne pepper sprinkled wherever needed and spray
your shrubs and bushes with a solution of a bottle of hot sauce mixed
with water.
Wild Boars

Wild boars destroy yards, damage fences, and are a danger to hu-
mans. The destruction of property by feral hogs costs agriculture over
$1.5 billion annually. They compete with wildlife for food and nega-
tively impact our natural ecosystem, increasing soil erosion and de-
creasing water quality. Their trampling, rooting, and digging have
devastated numerous lawns and gardens locally. Wild hogs are a hor-
ror show.
Pesky Players

Squirrels, deer, and turkeys are a nuisance to homeowners.
Squirrels

Bushy-tailed squirrels strip fruit and vegetables from trees and
vines before it is harvest time and often take up residence in homes.
I’'ve witnessed squirrels scampering on my fence with an apple from
my tree that was bigger than his head. They have denuded my pis-

Photos Cynthia Brian

. . e r _f B = -,1::.
The left-over cat food enticed this skunk to the patio.

tache trees of their unripe berries and stolen all the chestnuts from
the trees. Nevertheless, I enjoy their aerial antics and circus acrobat-
ics as well as their lively chatter.

... continued on Page D14

A chatty squirrel eats the berries at the top of a pistache tree.
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian
Gremlins of the garden
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Proven Winners two new releases, jet-black leafed
crapemyrtle, and a sun tolerant gardenia

... continued from Page D12

Deer

Deer demolish gardens with their dining desires. The only sure
way to keep them away from your sacred spaces is to build a tall fence
enclosing your property. Since my garden is fenced and protected, I
welcome the doe and her twin fawns on their daily 6:30 p.m. visit to
graze on my grassy slope. Sometimes the stags sharpen their antlers
on my oaks and often leave me a gift of them.
Turkeys

Turkeys fly over those fences to forage for berries, bugs, and buds.
Living in my pines, I sometimes have as many as two dozen gobbling
and scratching. I've watched how they share the bounty of their dis-
coveries with some of the birds shaking branches to release fruit to
their young waiting below.

Elves, fairies, and gnomes are invited to roam my haunted garden

The devilish looking gulf fritillary caterpillar on the
‘Witchcraft’ passion vine.

to protect and serve. If you get an infestation of any of the “beastly
bad” or when the “pesky players” are bewitching and injurious to
your property, it may behoove you to call in the ghostbusters, also
known as licensed depredators for nuisance wildlife control. R.I.P.
Spooky Shrubs

Ending this article on a lighter note, if you are looking for an all-
black bush to showcase for Halloween, Proven Winners developed a
crapemyrtle called Center Stage Red that boasts jet black leaves with
stunning summer red blooms. 'm partnering this black beauty with a
heat-tolerant gardenia, Steady as She Goes. Shrubs with names that
evoke goosebumps include Ghost Weigela, Abracadabra Hydrangeas,
and Handsome Devil Viburnum.

As October comes to an end, I wish you zombie thrills, frights, and
chills. May the grim reapers stay away from your garden. Charge up
your broomsticks and have a very happy, safe Halloween.

Happy gardening. Happy growing. Trick or Treat!
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Enlarge your living area with an outdoor kitchen or entertainment space complete with a built in
barbecue and the warm glow of a stone or masonry fireplace.
Garden Lights Landscape Development, Inc. is a full service landscape & pool design build firm.
We design & install with just one call 925-254-4797 - www.gardenlightslandscape.com

Celebrating over 20 years of service in Lamorinda. Bonded — Licensed & Insured License# 702845 (27 & (53

Cynthia Brian and a ghoul.

Cynthia Brian, The Goddess Gardener, is available for hire
to help you prepare for your spring garden. Raised in the
vineyards of Napa County, Cynthia is a New York Times
best-selling author, actor, radio personality, speaker, media
and writing coach as well as the Founder and Executive
Director of Be the Star You Are!® 501 c3. Tune into
Cynthia’s StarStyle® Radio Broadcast at
www.StarStyleRadio.com.

Buy copies of her books, including, Chicken Soup for the

25% off Perennials, Trees and Shrubs

Gardener’s Soul, Growing with the Goddess Gardener, and . ]

Be the Star You Are! www.cynthiabrian.com/online-store. AlSO ﬁnd Sp eCIal prl(:lng on
Receive a FREE inspirational music DVD and special

savings. select garden decor.

Hire Cynthia for writing projects, garden consults, and
inspirational lectures.
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com

v GoddessGardener.com 196 Moraga Way - (925) 254-3713 « Open Wednesday - Sunday

www.mcdonnellnursery.com




+ LAMORINDA'S LEADING INDEPENDENT REAL ESTATE FIRM +

ORINDA

15 Gardiner Court
Contemporary 5 bed/ 3.5 bath
masterpiece on 2.04 fenced acres
designed to capture spectacular
views!

$3,895,000

ORINDA
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23 Kittiwake Road

Private residential .43 acre lot in
one of Bay Area’s most sought
after neighborhoods. Close to
Highway 24 & downtown..

$575,000

LAFAYETTE

New Price! )

4107 Coralee Lane

Unique artistically styled 2900 sqgft
4 bed/ 2.5 bath home on very
private, wooded .76 acres w/ views

of trees & hills.
$1,548,000

0 facebook.com/VillageAssociates
Q twitter.com/villageassoc
instagram.com/VillageAssociates

ORINDA

9 Valley View Road

Custom 4 bed/ 4.5 bath home built
circa 2008 highlighting modern
amenities of quality craftsmanship

& elegance!
$2,695,000

LAFAYETTE

9 Mountain View Lane
Custom 4 bed/ 3.5 bath home on
9.93 private acres w/ views of the
Lafayette Reservoir, pool, &
surrounding hills.

$6,990,000

MORAGA

.-ll . e
SLL N L I

New Listing!

118 Alta Mesa Court
Mid-century modern 4 bed/ 2.5
bath townhome w/ 3033 sqft, close
to top rated schools, & fabulous

expansive views!
$1,250,000

ORINDA

22 Camino Sobrante
Charming 4 bed/ 4.5 bath Orinda
Country Club home moments from
OCC, top rated schools, &

downtown!
$2,195,000

LAFAYETTE

Sl

j . Pending!

901 Carol Lane
Stylish 5 bed/ 3 bath + office on .6

acre lot w/ spacious yard, pool/spa,

& sauna. Easy access to BART &

HWY 24,
$2,375,000

WALNUT CREEK

310 Beacon Ridge Lane
Private 3 bed/ 3 bath end unit
townhouse w/ view of hiking trails
& walking distance to pool &

tennis courts!
$1,198,000

ORINDA

¥ New Listing!

21 Scenic Drive

Single-level 3 bed/ 3 bath located
in beloved Glorietta neighborhood.
Sits on almost half an acre w/ views

of the hills!
$1,495,000

LAFAYETTE
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New Listing!
22 White Oak Drive
Custom built 5 bed/ 3 bath home

w/ one level floor plan perfect for
family living & entertaining both

inside/outside.
$1,895,000

CONCORD

New Listing!

4302 N. Larwin Avenue
Updated 5 bed/ 4 bath home w/
picturesque gardens located in
desirable “The Crossings”

neighborhood!
$995,000

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 « Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505

Visit www.villageassociates.com Click on (Ve RelEhRalslkS

The Village
Associates:
Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner
Meara Dunsmore
Linda Ehrich
Joan Evans
Linda Friedman
Claudia Gohler
Dexter Honens |
April Matthews
Hillary Murphy
Karen Murphy
John Nash
Altie Schmitt
Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf
Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Clark Thompson
Angie Evans Traxinger
Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward
Margaret Zucker

Village

ASSOCIATES

It's Village. Of Course.
DRE#01301392



