Qamorinda

OUR HOMES

Lamorinda Weekly  Volume 15 Issue 20

Wednesday, November 24, 2021

+
&

.. SOLD ‘¥

T
| '.|.".
h‘ L

o
g

[

v

Lamorinda Home Sales .. read on Page D2

Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian
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Grateful gobbler

The muted colors of the forest are reminiscent of an Impressionist
painting.

By Cynthia Brian

“Gratitude is the fairest blossom which springs from the soul.” ~ Henry
Ward Beecher

Are you feeling grateful? Although I feel thankful for every day
that I walk on this earth, after such a tumultuous 20 months, this year
my heart is overflowing with appreciation. Throughout these times,
my garden has been my sanctuary, my refuge, and the place where I
recharge. The abelia is blooming and that makes me cheerful.

Autumn is a splendid season with cooler weather and nature’s
spectacular showcase of colorful leaves on shrubs and trees. Maple,
Japanese maple, tallow, crape myrtle, pistache, liquid amber, beech,
black gum, sumac, aspen, dogwood, ginkgo biloba, tupelo, red oak,
and many more species are just a few of the magical specimens
whose leaves metamorphose from green into vibrant red, yellow, or-

Photos Cynthia Bian

ange, purple, crimson, brown, russet, tan, bronze and scarlet. During
the growing season, the green in leaves is a product of the chlorophyll
using sunlight to manufacture sugars to feed the tree. As the weather
cools with shorter days and longer nights, biochemical changes occur
allowing a painter’s palette of vibrant and muted hues. The most
stunning displays happen after a succession of sunny, warm days fol-
lowed by crisp and cool nights. Moisture in the soil is also a factor
that can delay or speed up the color.

I have just returned from experiencing splendid fall colors on the
Tennessee and Cumberland rivers. On some of the riverbanks, the
tree colors were muted as if in an Impressionist masterpiece. In gar-
dens and parks, singular specimens were neon bright as if painted by
Frederick Church.

Before I left, my trees were only beginning to change colors.
When I arrived home a few days later, the leaves had already fallen,
carpeting lawn, patio, and driveway in a thick layer.

My husband was anxious to clean up the leaves and I had to beg
him to not put the leaves in the green bin. Fallen leaves are great for
the compost pile and as a natural fertilizer for other plants.

Here’s what you need to know about fallen leaves: Keep them in
your garden!

We can reduce emissions from landfills by managing the leaves
by leaving them around the root zones of plants, shrubs, and trees to
suppress weeds,
provide shelter for
beneficial insects,
maintain moisture,
control tempera-
ture, and return
nutrients to the soil
which plants will
reuse. Microorgan-
isms help small
leaves decompose
quickly. Larger
leaves may need to
be mowed to break
them up.

... continued on

Page D14 1pe bright crimson of the beeches.




Happy Thanksgiving
During this time of year we can’t help but think of how
thankful we are for all of our clients, friends, and family.
Lamorinda, a place we call home, is so special and unique,
that we love introducing it to others and welcoming them
as new neighbors to our community.

TRUST. EXPERIENCE. RESULTS.

GClenn Beaubelle, Kellie Beaubelle
Nancy Stryker, Lynn Molloy
925.200.5011

TheBeaubelleGroup.com
DRE 00678426 | 01165322 | 01910108 | 01290021

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235,
All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified.
Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description.

All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

City Last reported Lowest amount Highest amount
LAFAYETTE 19 $945,000 $3,217,500
MORAGA 13 $350,000 $4,300,000
ORINDA 15 $1,170,000 $2,900,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

15 Beaumont Court, $1,160,000, 3 Bdrms, 1635 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 10-01-21

25 Billington Court, $2,550,000, 5 Bdrms, 3366 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 09-30-21,
Previous Sale: $1,049,500, 03-20-12

5 Black Forest Court, $2,600,000, 3 Bdrms, 2931 SqFt, 1980 YrBlt, 09-28-21,
Previous Sale: $1,150,000, 05-08-12

2 Burr Court, $2,200,000, 3 Bdrms, 2099 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 10-08-21,
Previous Sale: $500,000, 06-26-98

3231 Camino Colorados, $1,430,000, 3 Bdrms, 1527 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 09-28-21,
Previous Sale: $1,100,000, 05-29-17

1293 Candy Court, $1,500,000, 4 Bdrms, 1784 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 09-29-21

473 Florence Drive, $2,705,000, 3 Bdrms, 2234 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 10-04-21,
Previous Sale: $990,000, 04-24-14

3273 Glenside Drive, $1,665,000, 2 Bdrms, 1835 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 10-08-21

1006 Howard Hills Road, $2,261,000, 5 Bdrms, 5020 SqFt, 1980 YrBlt, 10-08-21,
Previous Sale: $1,575,000, 04-04-01

1540 Huston Road, $945,000, 3 Bdrms, 1400 SqFt, 1947 YrBlt, 09-30-21

3341 South Lucille Lane, $1,410,000, 3 Bdrms, 1571 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 09-27-21,
Previous Sale: $172,500, 05-01-86

1 Middle Road, $3,217,500, 4 Bdrms, 3725 SqFt, 2002 YrBlt, 09-30-21,
Previous Sale: $1,825,000, 06-20-11

2461 Olympic Boulevard, $1,075,000, 3 Bdrms, 1080 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 10-08-21

1050 Pine Lane, $2,200,000, 6 Bdrms, 3734 SqFt, 1939 YrBlt, 10-08-21

3386 Reliez Highland Road, $1,435,000, 4 Bdrms, 2433 SqFt,
1977 YrBlt, 10-01-21

2008 Reliez Valley Road, $1,380,000, 2 Bdrms, 1072 SqFt, 1944 YrBlt, 10-01-21,
Previous Sale: $165,000, 11-01-85

3456 Shangri La Road, $1,900,000, 5 Bdrms, 2879 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 10-06-21

3550 Springhill Road, $3,125,000, 4 Bdrms, 3274 SqFt, 1945 YrBlt, 10-07-21,
Previous Sale: $1,845,000, 01-16-14

1083 Upper Happy Valley Road, $2,500,000, 3 Bdrms, 2073 SqFt,
1957 YrBlt, 09-27-21, Previous Sale: $1,905,000, 03-31-17

MORAGA

120 Ascot Court #C, $600,000, 2 Bdrms, 1233 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 09-29-21,
Previous Sale: $489,000, 09-14-05

3 Benedita Place, $1,070,000, 3 Bdrms, 2095 SqFt, 1984 YrBlt, 10-06-21,
Previous Sale: $925,000, 07-16-18

99 Danefield Place, $1,400,000, 4 Bdrms, 2274 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 10-05-21

278 Deerfield Drive, $2,070,000, 4 Bdrms, 2350 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 09-30-21

2133 Donald Drive #18, $350,000, 1 Bdrms, 560 SqFt, 1963 YrBIt, 10-06-21,
Previous Sale: $65,000, 10-07-13

2145 Donald Drive #2, $539,000, 2 Bdrms, 1162 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 09-30-21

8 Julianna Court, $4,300,000, 5 Bdrms, 6607 SqFt, 2008 YrBlt, 09-30-21

8 Kings Crown Court, $2,250,000, 5 Bdrms, 2484 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 10-07-21,
Previous Sale: $750,000, 04-10-12

... continued on Page D11
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OUR LISTINGS ARE SELLING
FOR AN AVERAGE OF

25% HIGHER

PRICE PER SQUARE FOOT THAN

LAMORINDA MARKET AVERAGE

64 CAMINO ENCINAS, ORINDA | ORINDAMODERN.COM
4 Bedrooms | 3 Bathrooms | 2,450+ Sq. Ft. | .4%* Acre Lot

PENDING WITH MULTIPLE OFFERs! | = . "7 SOLD WITH MULTIPLE OFFERS!
I e Al AR TR S < SR e

1014 PINE LANE, LAFAYETTE | 1014PINELANE.COM 4520 CANYON ROAD, LAFAYETTE | PRIVATELAFAYETTEESTATE.COM
4 Bedrooms | 3.5.Bathrooms | 3,102+ Sq. Ft. | .47+ Acre Lot 4 Bedrooms | 4 Bathrooms | 4,479+ Sq. Ft. | 3.96% Acre Lot

WE OFFER YOU PROVEN GUIDANCE AND HOME IMPROVEMENT MONEY
(AT 0% INTEREST) TO GET YOUR HOUSE READY FOR MARKET.

STELLA TSAKONAS - DRE #01363574
925.878.6603
STELLA@STELLAANDSTEPHANIE.COM

STEPHANIE MULL - DRE #01955633
925.878.1896
STEPHANIE@STELLAANDSTEPHANIE.COM

L8 8 8 8 ¢

TOP 1% OF REALTORS IN CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

COMPASS

STELLAANDSTEPHANIE.COM

Compass is a licensed real estate broker (01991628) in the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price,
condition, sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit properties already listed.
Based on information from the Contra Costa Association of REALTORS (alternatively, from the Paragon MLS) as of 11/1/21 (date the AOR/MLS data was obtained). All data has not been, and will not be, verified by broker or MLS. All information should be independently reviewed and verified for accuracy.
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We’re not just a real estate brokerage.
We’re your contractor and designer, too.

We’re Enkasa. Just think of us as your agent, contractor, and designer—all in one.
Figure out what needs remodeling (and how much it will cost) before you buy. Plan
for updates to increase your home’s value before you sell. Our team is your team,
and we’re here to help you get the most out of every home.

Text or call 925.238.3358 ﬁ E N K A S A

EnkasaHomes.com Unlock the potential in every home.
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VANGUARD PROPERTIES | EAST BAY
971 DEWING AVENUE, LAFAYETTE

@ F RERINGSAINKE NALFR E EYRIN E V- -REAL AR SIFASRESIERC R BRGENE E ¢ INTFHE EASTBAY

For more information, contact Regional Director, Ron Mintz 925.872.0968 | ron@vanguardproperties.com Dre#01095341

PROPERTIES

VANGUARDPROPERTIES.COM &L dyguARD

DRE#01486075




SORAYA GOLESORKHI
REALTOR®

/ /
Happy Thank%_r\/r V\gl
Wishing you and your families the joy
of pumpkin spice and everything nice!

And remember that I'm always here
for good real estate advice!

oz.'o'q':{) e VIR
AVAVAS
| —=|

For a full service, personal, concierge-style experience, call me.

?\J—T_——-
Soraya Golesorkhi COLDWELL
925.808.8390 >/ BANKER

sg@soraya4homes.com
soraya4dhomes.com COLDWELL BANKER

DRE #01771736 5 Moraga Way, Orinda
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9 have one word. for
ALL MY BUYERS AND SELLERS IN 2021:

9 want to thank all of my buyers and sellers for a wonderful yeanr.
I'm so lucky to have created a life that allows me to work with great people,
explore fabulous properties and help find the right fit for all. Thinking of selling in 20227 Let's talk.
Happy Thanksgiving from my home to yours!

Amy Rose Smith .
Village Associates FINDING THE Right FiT

925.212.3897
amy@amyrosesmith.com F . . .
www.amyrosesmith.com

CalBRE: #01855959 » AMYROSESMITH

925.254.0505 | It's Village. Of Course.

ASSOCIATES




I’M GRA' I 'E:I;'l I 6 Valencia Dr, Orinda

30 Sea Pines,Moraga
FOR SO WNY 53 Parklane Dr.Orinda

25 Dias Dorados, Orinda

3423 Freeman Rd. Lafayette
HAPPY MOMENTS  sthunor.orinac

8 Estates Dr.,, Orinda
ms YEAR 11 Dos Posos, Orinda

9 Sleepy Hollow Lane, Orinda
8 Robert Road, Orinda

154 Camino Sobrante, Orinda
120 Ravenhill Rd. Orinda

63 Orchard Rd. Orinda

236 lvy Dr, Orinda

2 Calvin Dr., Orinda

4 Crown Court, Orinda

1055 Via Roble, Lafayette

114 Merion Terrace, Moraga
10 Joaquin Patio, Stinson

107 Merion Terrace, Moraga
172 Lombardy Dr, Orinda

30 Owl HillRd., Orinda

78 Shuey Dr,,Moraga

653 Augusta Dr., Moraga

26 Tappan Dr,, Orinda

21 Scenic Dr,, Orinda

G

925.980.3829 DRE# 01885058 shannon conner
Shannon@ ShannonConnercom Villageassociates.com
ShannonConner.com 925.254.0505

villageassociates.com | @villageassociates | 925.254.0505 | It's Village. Of Course.

ASSOCIATES




BARB BRAWNER e}ég

HOMES

1

Grateful for
this Community.

Proud to
Give Back.

Happy Holidays!

?Dwxhg/\xc&,

A percentage of my commisions go to one of the following local organizations:

ONE - Orinda Network for Education « ASPCA - Seniors Around Town * LPIE - Lamorinda Adult Respite Center + Orinda Association

925.212.7672 | Barb@BarbBrawner.com | DRE 01922264 C@ M PASS
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Season of Gratitude ¥

As we gather and celebrate this holiday season,
we look back on the year with gratitude and deep
appreciation for our clients, friends, neighbors & community.

We can't thank you enough for your continued business and support.
Succeeding expectations and helping our clients achieve their
real estate goals is at the core of why we love what we do.

We wish you and your loved ones a joyous holiday season!

Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives

BRYDONKIVES 925.285.8336 COMPASS

HREAL ESTATE TEAM bi@brydonivesteam.com
DRE 01408025 | 01367466

BrydonlvesTeam.com
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So Much to be Thankful For
/

Moraga ... continued THE
48 La Salle Drive, $1,100,000, 3 Bdrms, 2187 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 10-05-21
59 Miramonte Drive, $685,000, 2 Bdrms, 927 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 09-29-21,
Previous Sale: $565,000, 09-29-06

Lamorinda home sales recorded
... continued from Page D2

GIVING BACKTO

THE COMMUNITY,
GIVING ONE HOUSE AT A TIME

79 Sanders Ranch Road, $2,605,000, 4 Bdrms, 2839 SqFt, PROJECT
1988 YrBlt, 09-28-21, Previous Sale: $1,550,000, 08-25-08
104 Via ]oaquin, $859,000, 2 Bdrms, 1354 SqFt, 1980 YrBlt, 09-27-21, Tha n ks to -the su pport of my Wonderful Cl ientsl
Previous Sale: $450,000, 11-01-02 | h d t d t th izati b | .
116 Wallace Circle, $1,260,000, 4 Bdrms, 2317 SqFt, 2019 YrBlt, 10-05-21 ave donated 1o the organizations below since
ORINDA starting The Local Giving Project in 2020.

165 Canon Drive, $2,135,000, 4 Bdrms, 2277 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 09-28-21,
- Prev19us Salelz: $1,653,500,07-31-18 % Cougos  mbmass
iablo View Drive, $2,050,000, 3 Bdrms, 3137 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 09-30-21, Sl BTG ol

Previous Sale: $715,000, 01-27-99

72 El Gavilan Road, $2,500,000, 4 Bdrms, 2213 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 10-08-21,
Previous Sale: $1,425,000, 12-15-20

205 Glorietta Boulevard, $1,350,000, 3 Bdrms, 1524 SqFt,
1951 YrBIt, 10-01-21, Previous Sale: $885,000, 08-14-17

127 Las Vegas Road, $2,100,000, 4 Bdrms, 2900 SqFt, 1939 YrBlt, 10-07-21

24 Loma Linda Court, $2,098,000, 3 Bdrms, 3394 SqFt, 1975 YrBlt, 09-28-21

T e 3 '»FOOD

172 Lombardy Lane, $1,710,000, 2 Bdrms, 1667 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 10-01-21, @: uimn= MMEF _ﬂa'h;ﬁ‘ DFEN
Previous Sale: $1,225,000, 10-18-19 i CAMD KBTI DouAL meaTs = "
10 Lucille Way, $1,170,000, 3 Bdrms, 2080 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 10-06-21, AXTEAREES
Previous Sale: $41,500, 09-01-90 .
50 Mira Loma Road #52, $1,925,000, 6 Bdrms, 3376 SqFt, |Am = wnwc @ =CEID
1966 YrBlt, 10-06-21, Previous Sale: $1,819,500, 06-18-18 ALS EVERY TOWN e | SR
113 Overhill Road, $1,695,000, 3 Bdrms, 1348 SqFt, 1952 YrBIt, 10-05-21, ron ous sareTY
Previous Sale: $800,000, 07-18-19
30 Owl Hill Road, $1,885,000, 3 Bdrms, 2217 SqFt, 1955 YrBIt, 10-06-21, ﬁ:mmu JHMLT ‘ EUREMA S

Previous Sale: $895,000, 02-12-03

5 Valencia Road, $1,915,000, 4 Bdrms, 1966 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 10-06-21,
Previous Sale: $1,057,000, 07-13-04

300 Village View Court, $2,105,000, 2 Bdrms, 2465 SqFt, 1987 YrBlt, 10-08-21,
Previous Sale: $2,020,000, 09-22-20

57 Windy Creek Way, $2,900,000, 3 Bdrms, 3643 SqFt, 2019 YrBlt, 09-29-21,
Previous Sale: $2,282,000, 10-13-20 WWW. holcen berg .com —

15 Woodland Road, $2,350,000, 4 Bdrms, 2177 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 10-07-21,
Previous Sale: $1,175,000, 09-24-03 M ichel |e Ho I cen be rg

Coldwell Banker Top 100 SF Bay Area

More info at: www.holcenberg.com/giving-back

michelle@holcenberg.com
925-324-0405
BRE #01373412

Lo s——
e ML >

©2020 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Goldell Banker logos Iiée trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is

comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy*Brokerage*Group LEC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The

Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles‘of the-Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. CalRE #01908304
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Fresh Coat Restoration LLC

Restore | Refresh | Re -Design | Rebuild 5% off
W s 925-655-7528 LLUNUTTT
of this ad
New Builds
Staining
Restoration @

... and so much more! ‘ \f i VERT '

Check us out on Yelp and Google!

Lic #962764 |

Kyle Davis
Owner/Partner
Senior Mortgage Consultant

Stonecastle Land & Home Financial

Direct/fax: 925-314-5299
Email: Kyle@Stonecastlemtg.com

380 Diablo Road Suite 201 « Danville, CA 94526 « CADRE #: 01111347 / NMLS #: 274107
Broker CA DRE #: 01328838 / BROKER NMLS #: 280803

RATES ARE NEAR ALL TIME LOWS!
30 YEAR FIXED RATE TO $5,000,000!

2.750% /2.799% APR
GREAT CONFORMING RATES!

Fixed Rates to $625,000 Fixed Rates to $937,500

RATE  APR RATE APR
30 Year Fixed | 2.750% | 2.899% 2.881% | 2.990%

I5 YearFixed | 2.125% |2210% | 2078% |2.199%

“PROVIDING PREMIER LOAN PRODUCTS AND SERVICE FROM THE MOST
EXPERIENCED AND SOLUTION-ORIENTED PROFESSIONALS IN YOUR COMMUNITY.”

Call 925-314-5299 for Today’s Quote!

information available at the time of production. Interest rate is
subject to borrower and property qualifying. Stonecastle Land
and Home Financial, Inc. is an Equal Opportunity Lender.

This is not a loan commitment, nor is it a guarantee of any

kind. This comparison is based solely on estimated #gures and
~ Land & Hume Financial

Wednesday, November 24, 2021

Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener,
Cynthia Brian

Grateful gobhler

Photos Cynthia Brian

Hachiya and Fuyu persimmons are perfect holiday fruits.

.. continued from Page D1

In 2018, according to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, over
10.5 million tons of yard trimmings were deposited in landfills, produc-
ing copious amounts of greenhouse gas.

Layering leaves in your landscape is also critical for wildlife habitat
that benefits the ecosystem of thousands of different species. From
earthworms, caterpillars, and pill bugs to toads, lizards and salaman-
ders, leaf litters are alive with promise. Squirrels, birds, and yes,
turkeys depend on layers of leaves as a food source during the winter
months.

If you have a garden service, deter them from blowing leaves into
the street where drains can be clogged and water quality in waterways
can be compromised. Encourage these providers to create a pile of this
organic material which will naturally break down to be used as free
compost in your garden.

Since the downpour of the recent bomb cyclone and atmospheric
river, mushrooms of many sorts have sprouted. It’s tempting to want to
harvest fungi for a delectable holiday recipe but unless one is an expert
mycologist, it is wise to purchase mushrooms from a trusted source as
many of the 11,000 species that grow in North America are poisonous
and deadly.

.. continued on Page D14



READY TO MAKE A MOVE?

Chris & Tracy have your new home!

72 Corliss Drive, Moraga

4 BD | 2.5 BA | 1870+ SF | .25 + AC | Offered at $1,495,000

This adorable single-level home with a beautiful level-out backyard
features a nearly perfect light-filled floorplan that includes a Cook's
kitchen, formal rooms, and gleaming hardwood floors. T2corliss.com

Contact Chris & Tracy today for more information

Just Sold:

114 Merion Terrace, Moraga
466 Woodminster, Moraga

73 Brookwood Rd #43, Orinda
29 Crescent Dr, Orinda

4290 El Nido Ranch Rd, Orinda
25 Los Cerros, Orinda

9 Via Corte, Orinda

35 Underhill Rd, Orinda

859 Grayson Rd, Pleasant Hill
1767 Ruth Dr, Pleasant Hill
257 Kingston Way, Walnut Creek
1673 Poplar Dr, Walnut Creek
2009 Stewart Ave, Walnut Creek
2827 Fernside Blvd, Alameda
TRANSACTIONS 1411 Ridgewood Dr, Martinez
5325 Stonehurst Dr, Martinez

4337 Clarinbridge, Dublin

Chris Swim
Tracy Keaton
DRE. 00943989 | 01051349
925.766.1447
chris@chrisswim.com
chrisswim.com

COMPASS

Thank you,

buyers and sellers in 2021

ﬂ,.l_.._

925-330-9474 | john@johnbnash.com
www.johnbnash.com | DRE # 01995244

John Nash

realtor

home is where you make it

villageassociates.com | @villageassociates \/|||88€ 925.254.0505 | It's Village. Of Course.

ASSOCIATES
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

P Er 2

Grateful gobbler

Don’t eat the mushrooms sprouting unless
you are knowledgeable.

... continued from Page D12

Persimmons, pumpkins, and squash supply part of the cornucopia
of colorful edible produce that is healthy and delicious for any autumn
feast. Fuyu persimmons sliced thinly add panache to fall salads and
make crunchy, tasty snacks. Hachiya persimmons must be very soft, al-
most mushy, before they’ll release their sweetness. They are delicious
as a fresh dessert or made into puddings, cakes, and breads. Pumpkins
and squash are superfoods that will boost your immunity and increase
your intake of vitamins and minerals including vitamin C, magnesium,
vitamin B6, potassium, vitamin E. folate, fatty acids, and other mi-
cronutrients. Along with gourds, they also create stunning displays on
your Thanksgiving table.

Although many people may disagree, I am grateful for the gobblers
that grace my grounds. The wild turkeys eat fallen rotten fruit, fertilize
the orchard with their excrement, and respond to my attempts to talk
turkey. In other words, turkeys amuse me.

As I'look out upon my fall garden, I am comforted by the tranquility,
the colors of the vegetation, and the changing of the seasons. Mostly I

Pumpkins and gourds for Thanksgiving.

el

Abelia blooms brighten  Photos Cynthia Brian

the garden.

am thankful to be alive and healthy and this year, have the ability to
celebrate together as a family, along with the wild turkeys, deer, squir-
rels, raccoons, skunks, and other critters in our rural arena.

With the shopping season in full swing, give the gifts that keep on
giving by purchasing any of my award-winning books from
www.CynthiaBrian.com/online-store. Proceeds benefit the literacy
charity, Be the Star You Are!® 501 c3 and you’ll receive a plethora of
additional gifts with every purchase.

Mark your calendars: Join 5 A Rent-a-Space and Be the Star You Are!®
on Saturday, Dec. 4 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. for free family fun at Santa
Day. Enjoy hot cocoa and treats while kids write letters to Santa, take a
free photo with Jolly St. Nick, and receive a tree ornament kit. Thanks to
Mark Hoogs Team (www.TeamHoogs.com) at State Farm Insurance for
sponsoring Be the Star You Are!® For more info visit
www.BetheStarYouAre.org.

Wishing you a bountiful, healthy, and love-filled Thanksgiving. Cel-
ebrate a Gobbler Gratitude Day!

Happy Gardening. Happy Growing.
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McDonnell \@ Nursery

)
Christmas Trees
Wreaths ¢ Garland ¢ Ornaments
Poinsettias * Holiday Décor ¢ Gifts
www.mcdonnellnursery.com
196 Moraga Way « Orinda « (925) 254-3713 « Open Daily

Cynthia Brian in the autumn garden.

Cynthia Brian, The Goddess Gardener, is available for hire
to help you prepare for your winter garden. Raised in the
vineyards of Napa County, Cynthia is a New York Times
best-selling author, actor, radio personality, speaker, media
and writing coach as well as the Founder and Executive
Director of Be the Star You Are!® 501 c3. Tune into
Cynthia’s StarStyle® Radio Broadcast at
www.StarStyleRadio.com.

Buy copies of her books, including, Chicken Soup for the

Gardener’s Soul, Growing with the Goddess Gardener, and Enlarge your living area with an outdoor kitchen or entertainment space complete with a built in

Be the Star You Are! www.cynthiabrian.com/online-store. barbecue and the warm glow of a stone or masonry fireplace.

Receive a FREE inspirational music DVD and special Garden Lights Landscape Development, Inc. is a full service landscape & pool design build firm.

savings. We design & install with just one call 925-254-4797 + www.gardenlightslandscape.com

Hire Cynthia for writing projects, garden consults, and
inspirational lectures.
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com

Celebrating over 20 years of service in Lamorinda. Bonded — Licensed & Insured License# 702845 (27 & (53
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Happy Thanksgiving!

If you're not too stuffed, there are plenty of homes to
see this weekend.

ASSOCIATES

It’s Village. Of course.

#1 Real Estate Brokerage in Lamorinda | www.villageassociates.com | @villageassociates | 925.254.0505

DRE# 01301392





