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Join us at “It’s a

Oenderful Life

in Lafayette”

Come celebrate the Holidays with us! We are proud to join the
Lafayette Chamber and Branagh Development in sponsoring this
loved family-friendly event with a tree lighting, live music, community
sing-a-long, and a visit from Santa himself!
When: Sunday, December 5" from 4 - 6p.m.

Where: Lafayette Plaza Park (rain or shine)
*Rumor has it, Santa plans to arrive by 4:30 p.m.

EVENT DETAILS

COMPASS

Discussion of ARPA funds distribution continues at council

By Lou Fancher

The city council on Nov. 8 re-
ceived a staff report and up-
dates on Lafayette’s American
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) fund-
ing and related community
survey results. HdL Compa-
nies’ Managing Director
Barry Foster began his re-
ports with a brief overview of
the processes undertaken by
HdL, the council subcommit-
tee, council members Carl
Anduri and Gina Dawson, city
managers and others.

A Business Survey taken
earlier and presented to the
council on Sept. 13 showed
input from local businesses
negatively impacted by
COVID-19 and feedback about
the city services they sug-
gested might best mitigate
their losses. The community
survey was then developed
and refined by the subcom-
mittee with input from the
council, resulting in six easy-
to-answer questions. Foster
said the response was “signif-
icant,” with just over 1,000
groups and individuals par-
ticipating in the survey.

Drawing out responses he
called “compelling,” Foster
highlighted the 63% who said
they would support and par-

ticipate in a community e-gift
card program that promotes
Lafayette businesses and en-
courages shopping, dining
and purchasing services in
the local downtown area. The
survey showed that 79% of
residents have eaten at tem-
porary outdoor dining spaces
during the pandemic. Of that
percentage, a full 82% sup-
port the continuation of out-
door dining located in public
spaces and parking lots; with
62% suggesting aesthetic and
permanent enhancements
would be worthwhile im-
provements to sustain the
continuation of outdoor din-
ing.

Overall, Foster said that
even though some of respon-
dents’ 11 suggested uses of
ARPA funds did not fit the
program’s tight criteria for
eligibility, they demonstrated
the important priorities of
people living in Lafayette:
traffic and pedestrian safety,
police and fire services, af-
fordable housing, parks and
ADA-compliant playgrounds,
vibrant and stable perform-
ing venues, and more.

Foster said recapturing
lost revenues with ARPA
funds is complicated, with a
specific methodology for cal-
culating the loss. The 2020

revenue loss actually gath-
ered by Tracy Robinson of
$880,555, he said, can be sub-
mitted to ARPA and after an
audit all cities must receive,
can be moved into the Gen-
eral Fund. The money can be
applied to water, sewer and
broadband improvements,
but not to roads, safety miti-
gation improvements near
schools and other spaces, and
other general city services.
Robinson said overall
General Fund losses that in-
clude the hardest hit cate-
gories of sales tax, transien-
t occupancy taxes and park-
ing revenue show a to-
tal of $2.9 million. Yet to be
determined are totals for
2021 and as the second
tranche of ARPA roles out, for
the years 2022 and 2023.
Foster emphasized re-
peatedly that ARPA funds can
be used for fiscal recovery
beyond General Fund rev-
enue loss (such as the water,
sewer and broadband infra-
structure), but must fit spe-
cific criteria relating to the
pandemic. Households, small
businesses, nonprofits nega-
tively impacted by the public
health emergency and pre-
mium pay for essential work-
ers responding and providing
services during the pandemic

are examples of other needs
that can be supported by the
ARPA funds.

Mayor Susan Candell
asked Foster to provide ex-
amples for each of the four
priorities identified in the re-
port. He said making sure the
city has the resources to con-
tinue high quality services
will be addressed by the
$880,555 request. Asked to
define what constitutes “small
businesses” and differentiates
it from large businesses in
Lafayette — entities that, along
with households, the second
priority seeks to support — he
said all businesses in
Lafayette are small and will
be included in considerations.

Applications of the third
priority, to solve immediate,
specific problems, he said, in-
clude upgrading the HVAC
systems in city buildings and
community centers, and im-
proving broadband to better
handle the city’s Zoom meet-
ings. Other examples in-
cluded school lunches and
laptops for children who need
them. To hasten the economic
recovery of the city and local
businesses, Foster said assist-
ing the Chamber of Com-
merce with funding and mar-
keting support would stimu-
late business recovery and

boost community involve-
ment.

Public comment from
Grace Dixon urged the coun-
cil to proceed slowly as the
guidelines for use of ARPA
funds are fluid, especially for
the second tranche, but also
due to bills pending in state
and federal government. Re-
questing investment in public
parks and playgrounds that
promote community gather-
ing and public health, she
said, would best meet
Lafayette residents’ interests.

Council Member Dawson
emphasized the subcommit-
tee is not rushing and is still
“finessing” the details of their
report. The subcommittee,
Foster and city staff will con-
tinue to partner with busi-
nesses, nonprofits, and indi-
viduals as they work on re-
finements to the ARPA plan.
Council Member Anduri said
having received far more re-
quests for funds than what is
available, the next month will
have them deciding what ap-
plication of funds to recom-
mend based on what will
have the greatest long-term
benefit. The discussion was
scheduled to continue on Nov.
22, after press time.

» Brush Clearing
« Leaf Cleanup
» Limbing/Thinning.
+ Debris Removal
e Defeh's_ible Space..
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DA’s office files misdemeanor Vehicular
Manslaughter charges involving a cyclist

The Contra Costa District At-
torney’s Office has charged
Lori Everett with a misde-
meanor Vehicular
Manslaughter in violation of
Penal Code section 192(c)(2),
for striking cyclist Joseph
Shami with her vehicle
shortly before 7 a.m. on April
13 in Lafayette.

torney’s Office, Mr. Shami was
“an incredibly experienced
cyclist who lawfully entered
the roundabout at the inter-
change of Olympic Boulevard
and Pleasant Hill Road. De-
spite Mr. Shami’s bright hel-
met and colorful clothing, the
motorist failed to yield, and
struck the victim cyclist who

Noting that tragic road-
way deaths like this are
avoidable and to ensure the
safety of those in the commu-
nity, the Office of the District
Attorney implores motorists to
be active, attentive drivers
and to be mindful of pedestri-
ans and cyclists when sharing
the roadways.

WELCOME

is proud to introduce

DR. JESSICA TSUEI
Orinda Medical Group

Jessica Tsuei, MD, an internal

rinda

MEDICAL GROUP

medicine physician, specializing

in preventive health and chronic
disease management. Dr. Tsuei joins
Drs. Brian Candell, Yenjean Hwang and
Shawn D. Rosen in continuing our 50-year history of providing
exceptional care to generations of families throughout Lamorinda.

Accepting new patients.
Call today to schedule an appointment.

925.254.3805
Orinda Medical Group

1 Country Club Plaza, Orinda, CA 94563
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