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Letters to the editor

Lafayette’s character

I appreciate the letter by Mr.
Hudson in the Nov. 10 issue.
Lafayette Council is allowing
a substantial change in the
character of Lafayette by
overbuilding housing and re-
moving commercial to
achieve this end. Driving
around Lamorinda, one
doesn't see this frantic in-
crease in housing in Orinda
or Moraga, only Lafayette.
Many of us like the small
town character of Lafayette,
with local shopping and
amenities. I understand the
need to provide more hous-
ing, especially affordable
housing in this state. Ionly
ask why is Lafayette taking
the brunt of this, while our
neighboring communities are
doing very little. There are
sites all over Orinda and
Moraga that could benefit
from additional housing: for
example: Orinda BART lot,
which could provide parking
and housing for thousands,
town center in Moraga which
has large plots of vacant land.
The planning process in
Lafayette is divided in a such
a way, as the full impact of a
development: traffic, charac-
ter in relationship to the sur-
roundings, how it affects the
overall atmosphere of the
town, etc., is only considered
piecemeal by various

commissions.

The council and the
planners and the town staff
really have to stop trying to
make Lafayette, Walnut
Creek Jr. It will never
achieve this, you will only
ruin the charming town we
have here now.

Leonard Dorin
Lafayette

Orinda Garbage Fees; An-
other Unfair Tax

The Orinda City Council, once
again, threw 1,600 Orinda
families under the wheels of
the bus for the Council Mem-
bers’ own personal benefit.

I’'m talking about the
agreed upon garbage rate in-
crease which allows the City
to collect $1.2 million for
road maintenance; limited to
the publicly maintained
roads four of the five Council
Members live on; while
denying service to 20 percent
of Orinda’s residents.

The Council euphemisti-
cally calls the neglected roads
“private” roads. The only
thing private about them is
the money used to maintain
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them; maintenance the Mea-
sure R sales tax defines as an
essential public service. All
aspects of these roads, pro-
viding access by the residents
(members of the public) and
by public service providers
including fire, emergency
medical, police, utilities, mail
and package delivery, is
identical to the services pro-
vided to members of the
Council on their publicly
maintained roads.

We are talking serious
money. Approximately $4
million a year is spent on the
64 miles of publicly main-
tained residential streets the
Council Members and 4,200
other families live on; for
road bonds and current
maintenance. The 1,600 fam-
ilies living on the roads the
Council refuses to deem
“public”, and thus maintain
with public funds, pays $1.5
million of that cost; a $350 a
year benefit into each Council
Member’s pocket.

The Council Members
should be ashamed to allow
this behavior to continue.
Steve Cohn
Orinda
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Lafayette Library and Learning Center Foundation
In partnership with Orinda Books presents

Meg Waite Clayton
Hew Yark Times bestselling authar of Lasr Train o Lomdan
December 2, 2021
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Sia &l

INSMILS

1% 3dS QIHS

—

=]

Linrn maew B e LLLCF gy,
i T G el
i wadl D gleiaphin e

EI'.’%’

531435

Lamorinda community works to
defend DEIB work

By Sharon K. Sobotta

As pushback against affirma-
tive diversity, equity and in-
clusion practices show up in
Lamorinda along with fears
about critical race theory be-
ing a part of the academy, al-
lies, educators, students and
parents call on the commu-
nity to move forward not
backward.

Parents in the Diversity
Equity & Inclusion committee
at Campolindo High School
aren’t surprised about the
Oct. 27 Lamorinda Weekly
letter to the editor raising a
red flag about local DEI ef-
forts, as they’d already read
similar messages in neigh-
borhood social media plat-
forms and heard similar re-
sistance in school board
meetings. Yet, they say they
are not willing to go back-
wards.

“There’s so much mo-
mentum in the school(s) right
now around diversity, equity,
inclusion and belonging. It’s
the students, it’s most of the
teachers, the admin and the
board. And then people on
the other side (seem to be
worried) that they’re losing
their grasp on what they be-
lieve school should be,”
Robert Schwartz, the DEI
Campolindo co-chair says.

Nick Harris, a Saint
Mary’s College student, says
the critical race theory class
he takes on campus helps him
make more sense of the com-
munity he lives in. As a 6’4”
tall athletic African American
guy, Harris says he notices the
discomfort of others when
he’s out running or grocery
shopping in Moraga. “When
I’'m at Safeway, I tend to have
my backpack that says Saint
Mary’s on it. It’s like my right
of passage as an African
American to be in this com-
munity.”

Harris says he also takes
extra steps if he’s ever pulled
over by a police officer any-
where in the country by
keeping his hands on the
steering wheel, his keys out of
the ignition and his license
and registration in sight at all
times. In terms of the push-
back about critical race the-
ory courses, Harris says it
leaves him with more ques-
tions than answers. “Why
would we not teach the truth?
I don’t understand why we
would doctor (or tamper
with) history?”

The DEI committee mem-
bers say experiences like the
ones Harris describes under-
score the importance of DEI
work in the Lamorinda com-
munity. “Perception is reality.

We can’t deny people the ex-
periences that they’re hav-
ing,” Schwartz says. “There is
increasing engagement now.
It’s going to take time but it is
changing.”

Anne Naffziger, the other
parent DEI co-chair at Cam-
polindo, says that diversity,
equity and inclusion work is
good for everyone, even white
children whose roots are in
Lamorinda. “These kids will
need the tools to either be
good citizens of this town or
to go off in the world and be
good citizens somewhere
else,” Naffziger says. “It baf-
fles me that the work of mak-
ing Campolindo and other
schools in the area more in-
clusive for all students could
be negative in the eyes of any
parent (or community mem-
ber).”

In terms of the critical
race theory pushback that’s
happening across the country,
Naffziger and Schwartz aren’t
surprised that the resistance
has seeped into Lamorinda.
“When you look at the term
critical race theory, very few
people are going to argue that
school should teach kids to
think critically, and very few
people are going to argue that
school should teach kids dif-
ferent theories, and how to
examine a theory and look for
evidence of that,” Schwartz
says. “So what is it all about?
It's about the word race.”

Gender and Race Sociolo-
gist Cynthia Ganote, a former
professor at Saint Mary’s Col-
lege, says that resistance to
critical race theory is the re-
sult of fears not facts. “CRT is
a specific theory that explains
systemic racism,” Ganote
says. “Most people had never
heard of it before Christopher
Rufo appeared on the Tucker
Carlson show claiming (in-
correctly) that it posed an ex-
istential threat to the United
States.”

That, Ganote says, ignited
a national fear campaign
based on misinformation and
mischaracterization of facts
used to divide an already di-
vided nation even further.
Since then, 28 states have in-
troduced legislation to regu-
late critical race theory. Gan-
ote says regulating the teach-
ing of history and context as it
relates to race in the class-
room is an injustice to educa-
tion as a whole. The part
that’s most concerning to
scholars like Ganote is the
widespread efforts by politi-
cal leaders to make the term
critical race theory inflam-
matory without ever telling
people what it actually is.

“(People like Christopher

Rufo spread the claim that)
CRT causes white people to be
bullied or shamed. It doesn’t.
(They say) that it’s being used
to bash our American history.
It’s not. (They say this while)
never presenting what CRT
actually is.”

Ganote says that in order
to truly understand and dis-
mantle issues like racism, it’s
necessary to get beyond the
“one bad apple” approach
and look at institutions at a
systems level. “We need to get
beyond individualistic think-
ing, beyond blaming and
shaming. We can make our
institutions more inclusive,
we can make them fair and
equitable for everyone,” Gan-
ote says. “We have to be able
to use these analytical lenses
and see where racism, sex-
sism, herterosexism, classism
exist and make our policies
better as we grow into, as was
named in our constitution, a
more perfect union all of the
time.”

Lynn MacMichael is a
proud member of the
Lafayette city committee on
diversity, equity and inclu-
sion. She’s been on a mission
to make the town feel like and
be a home for all since she
moved here in 1969.
MacMichael has advocated
for inclusive representations
and murals of art, affordable
housing so that people of all
backgrounds and income lev-
els can live in this community
and so that those who work
here can afford to live here.
And, she is cheering the
schools on as they work to
make their curriculum and
policies more inclusive.

MacMichael has lived
through segregation and in-
terracial violence, which is
why she’s encouraging the
Acalanes Union High School
District to keep moving in the
direction they’re going and
resist pressure of naysayers.

“I'was 8 years old, living
in St. Louis. My dad brought
me to Clayton pool on a hot
day,” MacMichael, who is
white, recalls. “At the time
black people had no place to
swim.” MacMichael recalls
the violence that erupted
when some black people at-
tempted to swim on that par-
ticular very hot day. “(They
were hit by) bats and ham-
mers. Everybody was bloody,”
MacMichael says. “I never
forgot that. I never read that
and it deserved to be in a his-
tory book. Watching local
schools take this on and tell
the truth about our history, so
we can do better and not re-
peat those same mistakes is a
wonderful thing.”

Surprisingly
great rates

right around
the corner.

Kelly Sopak, Agent Insurance
Lic#:0D03981 1 Northwood
Drive Suite 1 Orinda, CA 94563
Bus: 925-253-7700

Email: kelly@kellysopak.com
Website: www.kellysopak.com

I'm your one-stop shop for
the service you deserve at a
price you want. Call me for
surprisingly great rates and
Good Neighbor service right
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm s there®

Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

o StateFarm’

2001878

EVERYTHING
IS ON THE

LINES

Get involved with state redistricting.
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Reporter/
Writer Wanted

Join the Lamorinda Weekly team

Do you want to learn about important happenings
in the community?
Do you want to work with City Officials, Volunteers,
and Organizations?
Do you want to interact with many interesting people?
Do you simply want to get involved?

Being a reporter/writer for the Lamorinda Weekly is a great
opportunity to help make a difference in your community.

For 15 years our team has brought civic news and interesting
feature stories to neighbors and friends in the Lamorinda area.
If you are interested in becoming a team member and are ready
to discover amazing stories all around you, give us a call.

Please contact Wendy at
wendy@lamorindaweekly.com or call (925) 377-0977

Compensation is made on a per article basis.
Part time - flexible hours « work from home
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