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Lamorinda cross country well represented at championship

meet, led by st
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Campolindo girls and boys cross country teams, top row, from left: Coach Chuck Woodridge, Quinn

Guthrie, Makena Weberski, Daisy Penney, Shea Volkmer, Angeni Lieben, Ellie Buckley, Caroline McCool,
Sloane Pullen, Alejandro Canales, Coach Andy Lindquist; bottom row: Coach Jeff Thomas, Alex Lodewick, Rhys Pullen, Sam
Smith, Conner McGhee, Blake Webster, Finn Jordan, Maxon Cook, Coach Megan Gentes
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By Jon Kingdon

It’s no small feat to qualify to
run in the state championship
cross country meet which was
held in Clovis, California. The
teams need to finish in the top
three at the NorCal Tourna-
ment. The Campolindo boys
and girls easily qualified by
winning their divisions. The
Miramonte girls won their di-
vision as well and the
Acalanes girls team finished in
third place and were led by
Olivia Williams with a time of
16:50.2, breaking the meet
record and finishing ahead of
her nearest opponent by 18.4
seconds. The boys team fin-
ished in fourth, just missing
qualifying but Tyler Hunt fin-
ished in fifth which allowed
him to run as an individual
the next week.

After winning the state
meet in 2019, due to the coro-
navirus the Campolindo girls
had to wait 759 days to repeat
as the state champions. “I'm
really grateful that we were
able to compete in the first
place, but it was frustrating to
have it delayed for so long,”
said junior Ellie Buckley. “The
short season in the spring ac-
tually fired up our team be-
cause we knew that were go-
ing to have new opportunities.
Seeing everyone come to-
gether and train this summer
was really nice and
motivating.”

Campolindo’s top five fin-
ishers were Ellie Buckley (2),
Shea Volkmer (8), Makena
Weberski (20), Daisy Penney
(35), and Caroline McCool (44)
who finished in second,
eighth, 20th, 35th and 44th,

Campo girls
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finishing ahead of second
place Del Oro whose final
score was 120. Quinn Guthrie
and Angeni Lieben were the
final two runners for the
Cougars.

Though conditions were
ideal in Clovis, Campolindo
had to overcome unexpected
problems in the race. Senior
Angeni Lieben, who was the
fourth fastest runner for
Campolindo at NorCal,
seemed to have her legs and
body give out on her, refusing
to quit and finishing far back
in the pack but earning the
respect of her teammates.
“Angeni’s mental toughness
showed what a trooper she is
by insisting on finishing the
race,” Buckley said.

Makena Weberski also
had difficulties when she fell
early in the race but got up
quickly, finishing the race
with bloody knees.

The course was one that
the team was familiar with,
having run at the Rough Rider
Invitational earlier in the
year. “Knowing the course
helped us strategize our race,”
Buckley said. “We knew to get
out hard because the race
funnels quickly in the begin-
ning and we did not want to
get caught behind a herd of
runners and we were able to
keep our position.”

Buckley, Lieben, Guthrie
and McCool took on the lead-
ership role for the team. “We
had an attitude that we
wanted to do it together and
not have any bad energy or
vibes toward each other,”
Buckley said, “We let the
younger girls know that if
they had any questions or
doubts, they could come to
us.”

It all paid off in the end,
Buckley said: “It was fun just
being extremely exhausted
after the race, but it was a re-
lief and really nice being with
all of the girls, parents and
coaches that supported us,
having that moment.”

Finishing in second with a
score of 70, the boys team only
trailed West Torrance whose
combined score was 57. The
five leading runners for Cam-
polindo were Rhys Pullen (5),
Alexander Lodewick (12),
Blake Webster (13), Connor
McGhee (19) and Finn Jordan
(21). Pullen’s average mile
time for the race was 4:58.5.
Lodewick just edged out Web-
ster by 0.6 seconds with a

time of 15:53.2.

Despite the second-place
finish, Lodewick took great
pride in the team’s perfor-
mance. “All of our runners
put out a great performance,”
Lodewick said. “We wanted to
start out the first mile hard,
push the second mile and see
what we had left at the end.
Blake really had an inspired
race. He dropped 10 seconds
from when we ran on this
course earlier in the year. He
really brought it and really
pushed me to go faster during
the race.”

Lodewick felt it was more
than just talent that brought
the team together. “Our team
unity enhanced our perfor-
mances,” Lodewick said. “We
were able to communicate
with each other and were able
to get out and work during the
quarantine which in the end
contributed to our perfor-
mance at the state tourna-
ment. We’re all very proud of
how we ran.”

Acalanes

It was also a successful
season for the Acalanes girls’
team concluding the year with
a fifth-place finish at the state
meet. The team finished with
a combined score of 174 led
by Olivia Williams (1), Lauren
Yee (25), Megan Yee (30), Elle
Casselman (43) and Cameron
Powell (75).

For Jeff Hutson, the
Acalanes head coach, the sea-
SON was a success as soon as
things returned to a sense of
normalcy. “It was all back
and it was wonderful. The
kids absolutely loved it,” Hut-
son said.

Sophomore Olivia
Williams was the dominant
runner all season for
Acalanes. Prior to the state
meet, Williams won the
league championship, break-
ing the all-time course record
and the North Coast Section
Division IV, also breaking that
meet record. At the state
meet, Williams came in sec-
ond to an unaffiliated runner,
which is why she earned a
first place for the Acalanes
team. Out of the 977 girls that
ran in the championship for
all levels, Williams had the
third fastest time. “Olivia
loves the culture and the vibe
of cross country,” Hutson said.
“Of all the kids I've coached,
she is just the eye of the tiger
and is really something
special.”

Even with the success on
the course, it was the intangi-
bles of the team that Hutson
valued the most. “The char-
acter of the girls was my
proudest part of the team,”
Hutson said. “It’s so impres-
sive how they absolutely love,
respect and support each
other so well. Lauren Yee has
been our captain for a long
time but we’re pretty much of
a horizontal organization with
everyone coming together. It
made things much easier for
me, Bruno (Morlan) and Eric
(Morford) as coaches. Eric
calculated that this was the
fastest Acalanes collective
time at state by over two min-
utes, which is impressive be-
cause there have been a num-
ber of good Acalanes teams.”

Running as an indepen-
dent, Tyler Hunt finished in
26th place in Division IV and
in 172nd out of the 986 other
runners at the meet. “We
thought Tyler ran very well,”
Hutson said.
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