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Campolindo celebrates after winning the Nov. 27 North Coast Section Championship game Photo Rudy Ortiz

Campolindo nabs NCS Championship before tough loss to McClymonds

By Jon Kingdon

Playing the underdog all season, Campolindo kept
finding a way to come out ahead, winning seven games
in a row and playing in the Dec. 4 state semifinal game.
The odds finally caught up to the Cougars, losing at
McClymonds 40-21, finishing the season with a 10-4
record.

It was a matchup that Campolindo coach Kevin
Macy felt was not done with fairness in mind. “This
was not our stage,” Macy said. “I get frustrated that we
keep overachieving and they keep pushing us into a
game like this where we just didn’t physically match
up. They are a big city, all-star team and we’re just a

ers to do anymore than they did tonight.”

Looking back on the season, Macy was effusive in
his praise for the team: “Our kids did some incredible
things this year.”

If one game had to be chosen to exemplify the “in-
credible stuff,” it would have to be the victory over
Foothill 21-14 on Nov. 27 in the North Coast Section
Championship game.

The game was ultimately decided by the Cougars
defense, being able to lay claim to a pseudo-shutout by
not allowing the Foothill offense to cross the goal line,
with the Falcons only scoring off an interception and a
kickoff return.

Campolindo took the opening kickoffs and
marched down the field with quarterback Dashiell

Weaver throwing primarily to Robbie Mascheroni,
capping the drive off with a 2-yard run by Robby Horst
to go ahead 7-0. Weaver would go on to complete 18 of
26 passes for 227 yards, nine of them going to
Mascheroni for 100 yards.

There was no further scoring until the very end of
the second quarter. With 51 seconds left in the half,
Foothill’s punter Anthony Tahir dropped a punt down
on the Campolindo 1-yard line. After a run for no gain
and a timeout by Foothill, Weaver dropped back to
pass and under heavy pressure in the end zone made
an ill-advised throw that was intercepted by Foothill’s
Noah Lombardi who returned it for a touchdown, ty-
ing the game at 7-7.

...continued on Page A10
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It’s that persistent pushback
that earned the trio of siblings
one of the two Environmental
Excellence awards from the
Lafayette Environmental Task
Force and recognition at the
Lafayette City Council meeting

By Sharon K. Sobotta

Jennifer Renton’s children -12-
year-old Finn and 10-year-olds
Scout and Jamie — aren’t the
kind of kids that take no for an
answer. And Renton couldn’t be

more proud. on Nov. 22.
Civic News A1-A10

Image provided

During the virtual learning
period of the pandemic Renton
said her children were very dis-
tracted both by the sounds of
leaf blowers, which made it dif-
ficult for them to hear their
teachers online, and by the
fumes that the gas-powered

Sports

blowers emit, making it hard
for at least one of them (with
asthma) to breathe.

“They started to do re-
search and learned that on top
of being very noisy, leaf blowers
are extremely bad for the envi-
ronment,” Renton said. “The
fumes coming off of a half hour
of running a leaf blower would
be the equivalent of letting ex-
haust run for three hours into
your open window.”

The Renton kids found that
some 60 California towns in-
cluding Palo Alto have already
banned gas-powered leaf blow-
ers and they want Lafayette to
join the trend. The children
wrote letters making their case
for pivoting away from gas-
powered leaf blowers to neigh-
bors, the superintendent and
anyone who would listen. While
the children’s vision of banning
gas leaf blowers has been well
received by many, Renton said

C1-C3

some like the school superin-
tendent needed some convinc-
ing.

“The superintendent said
no at first, because he said that
people may slip on leaves. (The
siblings) emailed a principal in
Palo Alto and asked if any chil-
dren had ever slipped on leaves.
(The principal) said no-never in
the past 15 years,” Renton said.
“Then they checked in with a
pediatrician and asked if they’d
ever treated anyone who’d
slipped on leaves. She said no
(and affirmed the fact that chil-
dren are far more likely to slip
on monkey bars.” This
prompted Renton’s children to
go back to the superintendent
again with new information.
“(They told him that if safety
was the priority) monkey bars
should be banned because they
are far more dangerous than
leaves.” Renton appears to be
right ... continued on Page A2
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Lafayette council adopts Vision Zero traffic safety policy
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By Lou Fancher

The Lafayette City Council on
Nov. 22 unanimously ap-
proved a resolution adopting
a Vision Zero policy, which is
“a strategy to eliminate all
transportation-related fatali-
ties and severe injuries, while
improving safe, healthy (and)
equitable mobility for all,”
according to a staff report
presented by Engineering and
Public Works Director Mike
Moran. “The Vision Zero ap-
proach views transportation-
related fatalities as pre-
ventable, not inevitable, relies
on multi-disciplinary collabo-

ration and is data-informed
and equity-centered,” Moran
noted in the report.

This presentation fol-
lowed a Vision Zero presenta-
tion to the council on Oct. 12
from Tim Haile, executive di-
rector of the Contra Costa
Transportation Authority.
Moran encouraged the coun-
cil to carefully consider costs,
downtown improvements al-
ready planned that might
reasonably be put on hold in
order to consider the plan’s
impact, and staffing needs
such as a transportation
manager and traffic safety
engineer to support the pro-
ject.

Other concerns included
lesser, but still important, re-
alities: possible longer emer-
gency response times (exam-
ples: beacon lights, speed
humps and/or lane reductions
implemented to increase
pedestrian safety or provide
more bike lanes could restrict
and might slow emergency
vehicles), and no guarantee
that Vision Zero would
change behaviors of drivers
and cause citizens to walk,

bike, reduce speeds or take
similar actions that increase
public safety.

Receiving questions from
the council after his update,
Moran said synergistic, coop-
erative projects undertaken
with other cities — or simply
Lafayette on its own adopting
the Vision Zero plan — would
allow access to increased
grant opportunities.
Lafayette’s Local Roadway
Safety Plan (LRSP) has al-
ready been awarded state
grant funding. Among the
first tasks of a contract trans-
portation engineer recently
hired by the city is to solicit
proposals for the LRSP. After
selecting a consultant, a tech-
nical advisory committee will
be formed to help with plan
preparation.

Outlining the format
largely shaped by Vision Zero
protocols and guidelines,
Moran clarified the stark dif-
ferences between the city’s
2003 Traffic Calming Guide-
book that outlines an exten-
sive public process to imple-
ment traffic-calming mea-
sures. That process required

the community to come to-
gether, often in multiple
meetings, to develop a con-
sensus on the safety strategies
to implement. Neighborhoods
were most often responsible
for funding the approved
traffic-calming improve-
ments. Under a Vision Zero
policy, safety measures would
be implemented expedi-
tiously by city staff. Address-
ing safety concerns for the
most vulnerable users would
take precedence over con-
cerns about traffic conges-
tion, aesthetics, and public
opinion. Moran said the plan
might, for example, reduce or
eliminate on-street parking in
a specific congested corridor
in the downtown to create a
bikeway.

Council Member Carl An-
duri at multiple times during
the discussion expressed con-
cern that a promised joint city
council and transportation-
circulation committee meeting
had not taken place. He said
the committee should be in-
volved now and represented on
the task force that is ultimately
formed. Finding agreement

from other council members,
Moran and City Manager
Niroop Srivatsa confirmed
members of the commission
were in attendance at the
council meeting, would be in-
cluded in planning, and will be
represented on the task force.

Although Vision Zero fol-
lows a standard format, the
plan enacted in Lafayette can
include specific details. Moran
pointed to examples such as
improvements the General Plan
already outlines, such as im-
provements made near schools,
increased connections between
roadways and county trails,
and more.

Council Member Gina
Dawson acknowledged the im-
portance of making improve-
ments that encourage more
people to walk and bike in the
downtown core, but empha-
sized also taking steps to in-
crease access for seniors and
other people who move within
the city by means other than
walking or biking.

.. continued on Page A3

Environmental Excellence Award

.. continued from Page Al

There are around 80,000 docu-
mented monkey bar injuries in
the United States each year in
children under 16, according to
a 2020 Biomed Central study.
No leaf injuries were noted.
After the children did their
research, they introduced their
case for banning leaf blowers
to the Lafayette City Council
and shared it with the Lamor-
inda community last January.
Renton said her children con-
tinued writing to the city coun-
cil and members of the com-
munity began writing in sup-
port of their cause. The chil-
dren didn’t stop their efforts in

Lafayette. They also shared
their concerns with Sen. Diane
Feinstein and California Gov.
Gavin Newsom. “When Gavin
Newsom announced the ban of
(gas-powered ) leaf blowers by
2024, my kids threw a loud
party.”

Where is it that the Renton
children get their persistence
from? Renton said it may be a
number of factors. The family
has traveled extensively and
moved to Lafayette from South
Africa seven years ago.

“I think there’s something
to be said for coming to a new
place and having to start from
scratch and having a strong
work ethnic,” Renton said.

In the family’s extensive
world travels, Renton said they
had never witnessed the quan-
tity of leaf blowers they’ve
seen, heard and smelled in
Lafayette. Renton says they
didn’t quite understand the
root of Lafayette’s dislike of
leaves, which she points out
can serve as mulch or can be
contained with a good old
fashioned rake or an electric
blower. On an environmental
level, the Rentons are a one-car
family and are already invested
in reducing their own carbon
footprint. “I don’t drive them to
school every morning just be-
cause it’s a little cold,” Renton
said. “Unless it’s raining, they

cycle to school on their bikes.”
Environmental Task Force
Representative Nancy Hu rec-
ognized Finn, Jaime and Scout
Renton for their activist grass-
roots outreach efforts to neigh-
bors, the school district and the
city to address the use and pro-
liferation of gas powered elec-
tric leaf blowers at the Nov. 22
meeting. “Because of their ef-
forts and because of the multi-
tude of public comments the
ETF is working on an ordi-
nance to restrict gas leaf blow-
ers and plan to have language
for the city next year,” Hu said
while presenting the Rentons
with an Environmental Excel-
lence award. Hu had nomi-

nated the Rentons for the
award and was glad the rest of
the committee agreed they de-
served it. "Given that there are
more than 100 cities that have
banned or restricted (gas leaf
blower) use ... I think it's time
Lafayette did something about
them."

The children thanked the
Environmental Task Force for
their award, adding, “We hope
Lafayette will join other cities
in banning leaf blowers.”

The Environmental Task
Force will recognize Project
Earth, the other recipient of the
Environmental Excellence
Awards at a future meeting.
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Lafayette Commamibty Center haln Offlor

500 5L Mary"s Road, Lafayelte, CA 94549 Q

TOYS SHOULD BE UNOPENED AND IN ORIGINAL PACKAGING

Please call $25-2684-2234 or email
¥  sheimsmn@lovelafayette.ong with any questians

The Lafayette Youth Commis-
sion is once again holding its
Toys for Tots Toy Drive
through Dec. 10. Community
members can drop unopened
toys, in their original packag-
ing, at the Lafayette Commu-
nity Center main office week-
days from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

At Christmas, Toys for
Tots coordinators, with the
assistance of local social wel-

o
Image provided

fare agencies, church groups,
and other local community
agencies, distribute the toys
to the less fortunate children
of the community, according
to the Toys for Tots website.
For information about
the Toys for Tots Toy Drive,
email Steven Heinsma at
sheinsma@lovelafayette.org
or call (925) 284-2234.
-J. Wake

SOLD $275 000 OVER ASKING

1133 Rimer Dr. | The Perfect Fixer
4 Beds | 3 Baths | 2220 +/- sq.ft.
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101 Hazelwood PI | Needs Updcutlng
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Sold for $1,300,000
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Lafayette council adopts

Vision Zero policy in effort to

... continued from Page A2

In public comments, Grace
Dixon said, “Anything done to
get residents out of cars and
have them walk is a good thing,
not only morally or philosophi-
cally, but it is good for busi-
nesses when people slow down
and see the shops.”

Stella Wotherspoon pre-
dicted the city will have more
residents living in Lafayette in
the next eight years and said
safety issues “will increase or
continue unless active trans-
portation modes are imple-
mented.” Calling Vision Zero a
plan in which “we will all win."
Wotherspoon said state funding
under the last Highway Safety
Improvement cycle gave
Danville and Moraga approxi-
mately $240,000 for improving
bike and pedestrian safety.
Drawing the link between grant
funding and Vision Zero, she
suggested it is economical and
practical to implement the
plan’s infrastructure changes
that indisputably will come
with costs.

Jessica Lordan told the
council she currently holds a
petition with over 300 signa-

tures in support of actively im-
plementing Vision Zero. She
said, “Infrastructure costs
money, but what are lives
worth, right? We have real citi-
zens of our city that are dying
on our streets because of real
drivers from our city.” Aside
from loss of life, Lordan em-
phasized that the project will
mean getting more grants, sug-
gested response times can be
addressed by flex-time lanes,
and characterized aesthetic
concerns about asphalt berms
as “enough of a buffer” and
suitable for Lafayette, a small
city not in need of big city-style
fixes.

The Vision Zero task force
will include residents, such as a
person involved with Lafayette
schools or a representative
from the senior community,
and will be established by the
professional consultant, with
input from city council and the
transportation-circulation com-
mission. Srivatsa said a Decem-
ber meeting will include rec-
ommendations for staffing, du-
ration the task force will re-
main in place, and other time-
lines.

Lafayette
Public

LAFAYETTE Meetings

City Council

Regular Meeting

Monday, Dec. 13, 7 p.m.
Teleconference via City of Lafayette's
You Tube Channel:
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Planning Commission
Meeting

Monday, Dec. 20, 7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Design Review

Wednesday, Dec. 15, 7 p.m. Zoom
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube
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Town council and planning commission hold joint
discussion regarding affordable housing

An example of a multi-family unit

By Vera Kochan

Moraga is in the process of
gearing up for its Comprehen-
sive Advanced Planning Initia-
tive: 6th Cycle Housing Element
and Rezone and General Plan
Update. California requires all
cities to update its Housing Ele-
ment every eight years (this cy-
cle will cover 2023-2031), and it
must be adopted by Jan. 31,
2023.

The planning department
has already held several infor-
mative meetings with the town
council and the planning com-
mission, in addition to conduct-

MO®RAGA

Are you passionate about Moraga?

The Moraga Community Foundation (MCF) is looking
for additional board members. We raise funds to
finance community projects that enhance the
quality of life in the Town of Moraga. If you live or
have a business in Moraga, you are eligible to apply.
MCEF terms are for two years, and board members

meet monthly.

Let’s build a better Moraga together!
Please email a lefter of interest to
applicants@moragacommunityfoundation.org.
MCFis a 501(c)(3) organization.

For more information please visit

www.moragacommunityfoundation.org
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Valid until January 19, 2022

FREE

Law Offices of
Lauren Smykowski

INITIAL
CONSULTATION

Plan Includes:

* Trust Agreement

* Pour Over Will

* Guardianship of Minor Children
* Power of Attorney for Finance

* Transfer of Real Property

* Advanced Health Care Directive

TRUST

Notary Services Included!

(925) 257-4277
www.smykowskilaw.com
laurensmy@gmail.com

Office Located in Walnut Creek

ing three community work-
shops for Moraga’s residents.
The latest joint council/commis-
sion discussion took place on
Nov. 17. Also in attendance
were Barry Miller, an urban
planning consultant, Director of
Real Estate Development Susie
Criscimagna with Eden Hous-
ing, Policy Director Jeffrey
Levin with East Bay Housing
Organizations, and Managing
Principal Matt Kowta with BAE
Urban Economics.

According to a staff report
by Planning Director Afshan
Hamid and Miller, “One objec-
tive of the Housing Element is
to support the production of a
variety of housing types for a
diverse range of income groups.
The Town is required to plan
for its 'fair share' of the region’s
housing needs over the eight-
year planning period. The as-
signment is made by the Asso-
ciation of Bay Area Govern-
ments (ABAG) through a process
called the Regional Housing
Needs Allocation (RHNA).” For
the 2023-31 period, Moraga
must identify 1,118 housing
units, 501 of which must be for
low and very low-income
households, located on sites that
are zoned at densities of 20
units per acre or more. Since
Moraga is not typically known
for affordable housing, it must
develop policies and programs
to support private and non-
profit sectors with housing
construction.

There are a number of

Photo provided

zoning tools that can come into
play with regards to affordable
housing. One of the primary
tools is to zone land for multi-
family use such as apartment
buildings. With constructions of
three stories or higher, densities
of 30 units per acre can quickly
help to meet the RHNA
standards.

Another zoning tool would
make allowances for multi-
family dwellings in commercial
districts. Minimum density re-
quirements would prohibit
single-family homes from being
built on land zoned for multi-
family units or require any
housing built on former com-
mercial areas to be at least 20
units per acre.

Yet another zoning tool
would be to take advantage of
state density bonuses. These al-
low developers to build addi-
tional units if they create some
affordable units within the pro-
jects. Bonuses are also available
for senior housing, college stu-
dent housing, disabled veterans
housing, foster parent housing
and housing for formerly
homeless residents.

California density bonus
laws already limit the number
of parking spaces that a munic-
ipality may require for afford-
able housing units. The Moraga
Municipal Code currently re-
quires two parking spaces for
each dwelling unit regardless of
the type. Additionally, for every
two dwelling units, one guest
parking space is required. The

staff report states, “The Town
could consider reducing park-
ing requirements for projects
meeting specific criteria, such
as affordability, proximity to
bus or shuttle service, availabil-
ity of off-site parking nearby, or
availability of e-bikes, shared
cars, or other modes of travel
that reduce car ownership.”

Other tools the town might
consider is to offer reduced
permit, planning or impact fees;
and streamline the lengthy per-
mit approval processing. It
could also offer Inclusionary
Housing and Housing Trust
Funds, whereby a policy would
require a specified share of
new market-rate housing de-
velopments to be affordable to
low- or moderate-income
households. If developers opt to
pay an “in lieu fee” rather than
building the units on-site, then
the fee is deposited into a
Housing Trust Fund which ac-
crues fees from other projects.
When the funds increase, the
proceeds may be used to help
nonprofit developers build
100% affordable housing or
other forms of housing
assistance.

Accessory Dwelling Units
(sometimes called “in-law”
units) are another means of
adding to the town’s affordable
housing requirements. Addi-
tionally, large companies or in-
stitutions can build housing for
their employees; or in a Saint
Mary’s College example, hous-
ing for their faculty, staff and
students.

While the Nov. 17 Special
Meeting was merely for infor-
mational purposes with no di-
rect fiscal impact, the various
tools presented and discussed
would conceptually have a va-
riety of financial effects on the
town.

For more information re-
garding the Moraga 2023-31
Housing Element Project visit:
makemoragahome.org.

Fatal accident on Moraga Road over
Thanksgiving weekend

By Vera Kochan

The Moraga Police Depart-
ment closed Moraga Road to
traffic between Rheem Boule-
vard and Lucas Drive on the
morning of Nov. 26 to allow
paramedics to tend to a bicy-
clist who was struck by a car
at approximately 10:15 a.m.
The driver remained at the
scene to cooperate with po-
lice. Despite life-saving at-
tempts the victim, Roger Rus-

sell, 77, of Moraga was pro-
nounced dead at the scene.

According to MPD Chief
Jon King as of Dec. 2, “The in-
cident remains under investi-
gation. Both vehicles were
traveling north on Moraga
Road prior to the collision, but
the determination of the
cause of the accident is pend-
ing the conclusion of the con-
tinuing investigation.”

The National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration

website
(https://www.nhtsa.gov/road-
safety/bicycle-safety) gives bi-
cycle safety advice that MPD
Lieutenant Brian South stated
offers, “lots of tips in there
that we would endorse.”
Anyone who witnessed
the accident or has informa-
tion is requested to contact
MPD Corporal Craig Walker at
(925) 888-7055 ext. 7164 or via
email:
cwalker@moraga.ca.us.

Independently audited financial reports
for the town come back ‘clean’ once again

Tamplen Plastic Surgery now in Orinda

Cosmetic Surgery .
¢ Facelift o
¢ Facial Implants S
* Neck Lift S

Skin Care Services
* Chemical Peels
* Obagi® Consultation

Laser & Non-Surgical Services

* BOTOX® Cosmetic and Dysport®

* Cosmetic Removal of Moles & Skin Tags

* Fillers (UVEDERM®, JUVEDERM VOLUMA®), Restylane®)
* Fraxel Re:Store Laser Treatment

Nose Surgery
Brow Lift
Eyelid Surgery
Ear Surgery

Dr. Matthew Tamplen, who grew up in Lafayette and is a well-known Facial
Plastic Surgeon with Kaiser Permanente, just opened a private practice in
Downtown Orinda to better serve Lamorinda patients.

Matthew Tamplen, MD
Orinda Office:

77 Moraga way Suite G, Orinda
925-254 -6710
TamplenPlasticSurgery.com

Double Board-Certified Facial Plastic and
Reconstructive Surgeon.

TAMPLEN

By Vera Kochan

For the past eight years, the
town of Moraga has submitted
its financial reports to the Gov-
ernment Finance Officers As-
sociation of the United States
and Canada, and has been
awarded a Certificate of
Achievement for Excellence in
Financial Reporting. To receive
the award, a government entity
is required to publish an easily
readable and well-organized
report that satisfies accepted
accounting principles and ap-
plicable legal mandates. Hav-
ing passed the independent au-
dit, the town hopes to add its
ninth award to the “trophy
shelf” soon.

According to a Nov. 10 staff
report by Administrative Ser-
vices Director Norm Veloso, the
independent auditing firm of
Maze & Associates was charged
with examining the town’s fi-
nancial reports for the year
ending June 30, 2021. This
term’s reporting also included
a statistical section with up-to-

date historical information on
financial trends, revenue ca-
pacity, debt capacity, economic
and demographic information,
and operating information
which is required with the
town’s $7.72 million issuance of
the 2013 Certificates of Partici-
pation for Infrastructure Im-
provements, and with the Se-
curities and Exchange Com-
mission and specifically for an-
nual continuing disclosure
compliance.

Moraga’s General Fund-
General Purpose Unassigned
Fund Balance is $5.04 million
at year end compared to $4.87
million of Unassigned Fund
Balance on the adopted budget
for Fiscal Year 2020-21. The in-
crease can be attributed to
higher revenue in addition to
expenditures coming in below
budgeted amounts. The $5.04
million projects a reserve level
of 55.8% compared to 51% of
the FY 2020-21 adopted budget.
The reserve policy of 50% has
been met.

Town Council: Wednesday, Dec. 8, 7 p.m.

# Planning Commission: Tuesday, Dec. 21, 7 p.m.,
3 Park and Recreation Commission:

= Monday, Dec. 20, 7 p.m.,

Moraga School District Board Meetings :

Tuesday, Dec. 14, 6 p.m. www.moraga.k12.ca.us.
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EXPERIENCE

ADULT DAY PROGRAM

for those with Alzheimer’s or other related dementias

MATTERS

Linda Ehrich
Realtor

93 Moraga Way

Urinda, LA 94563
925.698.1452
Linda@LindaEhrich.com

wided, LindakERlrieh. oom
DRES 01330258

* STIMULATING * GAMES
ACTIVITIES * CRAFTS

e LIVE MUSICAL * EXERCISE
ENTERTAINMENT * FRIENDSHIP

LINDA EHRICH
Village

ASSOCIATES

The Ho-Ho-Ho was back
for Moraga’s Holiday
Tree Lighting

By Vera Kochan

Having to bypass last year’s
crowd-drawing Holiday Tree
Lighting event due to COVID
mandates, it was a larger than
average gathering on Dec. 2
that showed up to the Moraga
Commons Park to take advan-
tage of the conviviality of the
season.

Presented by the Parks
and Recreation Department,
Director Breyana Brandt and
Recreation Coordinator Donald
Scully were very pleased with
the turnout of approximately
400 revelers. While Santa-hat-
wearing members of the Mor-
aga Youth Involvement Com-
mittee handed out compli-
mentary hot cocoa and pack-
aged cookies, the crowd of
young and old alike were en-
tertained by Selena Soberal &
Eli (vocalist and guitarist).

Photo Vera Kochan
The Holiday Tree lights up Moraga Commons Park

Never one to miss an op-
portunity for a grand en-
trance, Santa Claus arrived via
a shiny, red, fire engine with
lights flashing courtesy of the
Moraga-Orinda Fire District.
From the moment he stepped
onto Commons ground making
his way to the tree, children
trotted behind him like he was
the Pied Piper’s cousin.

With the customary, and
pretty much obligatory, count-
down the enormous tree was
ablaze with multi-colored LED
lights signaling that the holi-
days have officially arrived in
Moraga.

For anyone wishing to
make an online Buy-A-Bulb
donation visit: mora-
garec.com. To send a check,
make it payable to: Town of
Moraga, ATTN: Buy-A-Bulb,
2100 Donald Drive, Moraga, CA
94556.

Admin Services Director
leaving for early retirement

By Vera Kochan

After three and a half years,
Administrative Services Direc-
tor Norman Veloso is leaving
Moraga for an early retire-
ment. “We were able to
achieve clean audits and
healthy reserves through the
financial integrity of the
town,” stated a proud Veloso.
“It’s a perfect setting to end my
public service.”

His last day as a town staff
member will be Dec. 30, but in
the meantime Veloso reflected
on what brought him to that
decision. “After almost 30
years of public service in three
Bay Area cities across Solano,
Sonoma and Contra Costa
counties, I believe it’s a perfect
time to pause a bit,” he said. “I
wanted to retire to spend more
time with my wife of 32 years,
Bernadette, and my family, as
well as take some time to enjoy
the opportunity to travel and
experience a more active
lifestyle while I'm still rela-
tively young and healthy.”

When asked what his ma-
jor contributions to the town
were, Veloso replied, “Moraga
went through some financial
challenges in the past and I
knew that taking on this job
three years ago would be a
challenge. My experience and
expertise in financial manage-
ment helped bring financial

stability, integrity and trans-
parency to the town, which are
essential to good governance.”
He added, “We achieved these
with clean financial audits,
balanced budgets, very healthy
financial reserves, addressing
the town’s unfunded liabilities,
and putting in place a long-
range financial plan for the
town.”

Veloso won’t completely
put aside his calculator. He
enjoys working in a public
service capacity, finding it
both challenging and fun. If
the situation presents itself he
may opt to work for a govern-
ment agency in the future.
Making a positive difference in
a community is his passion.

Taking early retirement
was a difficult decision for
Veloso to make. “It has been an
honor and pleasure to work
for the town of Moraga for the
last three-plus years. The town
does magnificent work on be-
half of the community, and I
am proud to have worked with
so many talented people, from
staff to elected and appointed
officials, as well as volunteers
who are dedicated to making
Moraga a wonderful place to
live.” Veloso reflected, “Mor-
aga is a gem, not just because
of its location, but it’s a gem
because of the people. This is a
community I can call my sec-
ond home.”

LARG

Lamorinpa ADULT RESPITE CENTER
925-254-3465

433 Moraga Way Orinda  lamorindarespite.org
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Take the Pledge'

; Properly sort packaging materials this
m holiday season by doing the following:
. Break down and flatten cardboard boxes
. Remove Styrofoam and packing peanuts $1500 waste reduction project -
. Make sure everything fits in the blue cart by December 30th.

with the lid closed www.ContraCostaRecycles.com
-

Vote for your favorite local
Waste Reduction Project!

Pledge to recycle more and vote for a
local community project to receive a

. Republic Services will raffle off prizes
from local eco-stores!
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RECYCLING

‘5«? REPUBLIC

AABAR
RENTSPACE

Brare It l'n;lil._-'_l'ﬂr Rane

ON SELECT UNITS
9X10 OR SMALLER (UPSTAIRS)
GOOD FOR 3MONTHS
OFFER ENDS 12/31/21
LIMITED AVAILABILITY

AAANE
RENTE)SPACE

| Niwmre M Yauraalf § Nawe

f @ @i (8)
Hours of operation
Mon-5at 9am -6pm
Office and Yard.

Or call for an
appointment.

455 Moraga Rd. S5te. F
(925) 643-2026

wWww.SASpace.com
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See public meetings schedule on
this pages and check online for
agendas, meeting notes and
announcements

City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org

Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org

The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org
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3 Bed 2 Bath

COMPASS

+ HARDWOODS
* CARPETS

* RUGS

* | INOLEUM

* TILE

* | AMINATE

FAMILY -OWNED
30 YEARS |

3344 Mt Diablo Bivd
in Lafayette
O25-284-4440
lamaorindafloors.com

LAMORINDA
FLOORS

Just Sold! 2831 Royal Ann Lane (Represented Seller)
1,339 Sq Ft

Sold for $720,000

Happy Holidays!

Dana Reedy
415.205.8050

DRE 01880723

JD | Broker Associate

dana@danareedyhomes.com

Contact me anytime
for a market update.

. s P
Figure 2.02.1 Regulating Plan, www.planorinda.com/

22 Bryant Way - N

Orinda’s
Lowest
Gas Prices
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ext to Casa Orinda

Visit our Snack Shop & play Lotto & Lottery

Mon-Sat5am-12am;Sun6am-11 pm

BAD

INC.

Bay Area
Drainage, Inc.

Have You Checked Your

Crawlspace Lately?

e French Drains

e Underfloor Drains
e Downspout Systems
e Subdrain Systems

e Sump Pumps

e Retaining Walls
e Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

A General Engineering Contractor
Locally owned and Operated
Contractor LIC # 762208

925377

Mo

9209 (@

"F]-lf\'

visit our website

www.bayarea

drainage.com

By Sora O’Doherty

As the population of the state
of California edges ever
closer to 40 million, concerns
about providing housing con-
tinues to be a major issue at
both the state and local level.
Every local government is re-
quired by the state to have a
“housing element” in the
general plan and it is re-
quired to be updated every
eight years. While local gov-
ernments are not required to
actually provide housing,
they are required to make
certain that local zoning pro-
vides the possibility of build-
ing a certain number of
housing units. This number
is assigned to local govern-
ments in the Bay Area by the
Association of Bay Area Gov-
ernments.

ABAG is offering a num-
ber of free licenses to an on-
line public engagement tool,
known as A Balancing Act,
and Orinda has been
awarded one of the licenses.
The tool, expected to be
launched soon, allows the
public to offer comments and
suggestions on proposed site
inventory.

Orinda is now in the
process of preparing for the
next housing element update
for the next period, the city’s
6th cycle, which will cover
the period from Jan. 31, 2023
through Jan. 31, 2031. For
each cycle, localities are as-
signed a Regional Housing
Needs Allocation (RHNA)
number, which is the number
of units that a housing ele-
ment must plan for. For the
upcoming 6th cycle, Orinda
has been assigned 1,359
units, broken down by in-
come level and number of
units as follows: very low,
372; low 215; moderate 215;
and above moderate, 557.
This represents a huge jump
up from the 5th cycle, when
Orinda’s RHNA goal was just
227 new housing units.

Planning for the housing
element is made more com-
plex by the constant stream
of legislation (and some liti-
gation) at the state level. The
subcommittee suggested that
the council not rely on Senate

element to meet huge challenges
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Bill 9 units to meet its RHNA
because it is unknown how
many SB 9 units will be pro-
duced. (SB 9 is a bill recently
signed by the governor that
will become effective on Jan.
1, 2022 and allows two units
on single-family zoned lots as
well as easing restrictions on
lot splits). Instead of SB 9
units, the city should count
more ADUS, the subcommit-
tee suggested. “ADUs are an
important part of Orinda’s
RHNA,” the staff report said,
“and they will continue to be
a large part of the housing el-
ement.”

Orinda has decided to
combine planning for the up-
coming housing element with
upcoming planning for
downtown development. On
Nov.16, the city council re-
ceived a staff report and an
update from contractor
Placeworks which has been
hired to help the city with
both downtown development
and the housing element.
The downtown planning and
housing element subcommit-
tee met on Oct. 18 to intro-
duce the housing sites inven-
tory. In the staff report to the
city council, feedback from
the subcommittee included
some matters for the coun-
cil’s consideration. The pre-
sentation by Placeworks was
shared by Jennifer Gastelum,
Eli Krispi and Cynthia Walsh.

The subcommittee also
suggested not including the
BART parking lot in the 6th
cycle given other planning
efforts and the limited capac-
ity of the city to prepare a
plan for the BART parking lot
at this time. However, it was
also noted that public com-
ments favored including the
BART parking lots in the sites
inventory and would like to
see some of the RHNA sites
currently located in down-
town Orinda dispersed be-
tween downtown and the
BART parking lots to reduce
density downtown.

Public comments also fo-
cused on fire risks and mini-

mizing vehicle miles traveled.

One resident suggested that
Orinda Country Club, which
is not included in the upcom-
ing Downtown Precise Plan,
looks like an ideal location
for multifamily housing. At a
Nov. 9 planning commission
study session, public com-
ments included the desire to
see more low-income units in
southeast Orinda near
schools rather than concen-
trated downtown. The public
has expressed concerns that

Laborious work continues on updating Orinda
housing
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the aging population is being
priced out of Orinda, and that
there is a growing need for
more affordable housing for
seniors and others.

The briefing included ad-
ditional strategies to meet the
city’s RHNA, including rezon-
ing church sites to allow for
residential units with in-
creased density to allow
building more housing units
on church property. The
BART parking lots, which to-
tal approximately 26 acres,
could be rezoned for high-
density development. The
lots are owned by CalTrans.
Other sites being considered
for rezoning include sites
owned by the East Bay Mu-
nicipal Utility District and/or
the Orinda Union School Dis-
trict, which has indicated that
they are interested in housing
development for school em-
ployees. There is a vacant
3.87 acre-site north of Sleepy
Hollow that could be rezoned
for high-density housing. Al-
though currently not accessi-
ble from a road, it is adjacent
to a vacant EBMUD site of
27.33 acres that is accessible
from Bear Creek Road. Both
sites are currently zoned for
residential use, which allows
one single-family residence
and one ADU.

Of considerable concern
to residents of Orinda, among
others, is the safety issue of
increasing density in areas
that have elevated risks of
wildfires. Placeworks is also
helping the city to update its
safety element in accordance
with state law. Updates must
show and assess evacuation
routes and evacuation-
constrained areas. Some of
the official hazards in Orinda
include fires, floods earth-
quakes and landslides, severe
weather, droughts, extreme
heat and air quality and “hu-
man health hazards,” which
seem to be substances, activi-
ties or conditions that are
known to have the potential
to cause acute or chronic ill-
ness, injury, or death. Public
commenter Nick Waranoff
urged the council to invoke
public safety provisions to
restrict building in the city.
Also in public comments the
council was asked about
evacuation plans and the
consequences of not meeting
RHNA requirements.

For more information,
visit www.planorinda.com/
or www.surveymonkey.com/
r/VBJN9W5

; & City Council Regular Planning Commission Supplemental Sales Tax
Meeting: Tuesday, Dec. 14, 7 p.m. By Oversight Commission
Tuesday, Dec. 14, 7 p.m. By Teleconference Only Regular Meeting

ORINDA

Teleconference Only

Wed., Dec. 8, 6:30 p.m.
By Teleconference Only
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Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get
rid of rats, mice and other rodents.

GUARANTEED

FREE In-Home Inspection,
Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount

) ] y.\
Callh925 :-33 3ﬁ988 _H]H““e“
www.honestrodentproofing.com  padent P"H]“Ilﬂ

Servicing the Bay Area to Sacramento

EXFERICNCE YOU CAN TEUST
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Plan Now for a Spring Home Sale

Preparation is the key to obtaining top dollar on your sale.
I can tell you what buyers want and which fixups are
the most cost-effective.

Call me for a complimentary property evaluation and
expert advice on how to get the best price for your home.

Results

Integrity
Frank Woodward

Realtor®, Luxury Property Specialist
T. 925.788.4963
E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com

©2021 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing
Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor
sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

Knowledge

COLDWELL BANKER
REALTY

Winter break in-person
camps available in Orinda

By Sora O'Doherty

With full safety protocols in
place against the spread of
COVID-19, winter camps of-
fered through Orinda Parks
and Recreation Department
will be available in person this
year.

For winter break, Parks
and Rec will be offering multi-
ple half-day morning camps
this year, as well as one full-
day option. Kids can learn to
cook a French dinner, act in a
musical drama, practice skate-
boarding, or explore the won-
ders of science. With just a few
weeks away, there are a hand-
ful of camps with spots avail-
able. The half-day (9 a.m. to
noon) options and one full-day
(9 a.m. to 3 p.m.) camp option
will run during the holiday
break, taking place on three
days, Dec. 20-22.

Rob's Skateboarding 101
Camp is a “super fun, skate-
board program designed for
kids of all ages.” They work
with beginner, intermediate
and advanced skaters as in-
structors are “the best in the
industry!” Participants provide
their own skateboard, helmet
and pads. This camp will run
from 9 a.m. to noon. The link
to register for this is:
https://secure.recl.com/CA/
orinda-ca/catalog?filter=c2V
hcmNoPTE4ANDIwNjc=

In the Alexander Hamil-
ton, Aaron Burr, My Shot-
Musical Theater Camp, young-
sters of all abilities are “proud
to be a part of polished mini-
productions of musicals: Fun,
challenging, and engaging,
self-esteem skyrockets as
members learn to develop
character, vocal technique,
presentation and dance skills.”
The intermediate cast is given
a play lasting about one hour
and 15 minutes with about 10
songs. Participants are ex-
pected to independently study
their lines, songs, and block-
ing, as scheduled, and to at-
tend all rehearsals. Partici-
pants should prepare a song
for the first day of class. The
camp will culminate with a
show at 1 p.m. Dec. 22. To reg-
ister, visit:
https://secure.recl.com/CA/
orinda-ca/catalog?filter=c2V
hemNoPTE4AMjAXNDM=

The 3-day French Dinner
Cooking Camps camp will
teach participants to make a
French dinner, such as Brioche
A Tete (dinner rolls) French
onion soup, Coq Au vin
(chicken in sauce), Asparagus
with Dressing, and Chocolate
pots of Créme & Coeur (hearts)
A La Cream for deserts. This is
a tasty way to learn a valuable
life skill, while offering a way
for kids to eat what they cook
and make new friends in the
process. Camps will run from 9
a.m. to noon and 1 to 4 p.m. To
register, visit:
https://secure.recl.com/CA/
orinda-ca/catalog?filter=c2Vh
cmNoPTE30DM3NjE-=.

And the Wonders of Sci-
ence Camp explores the sci-
ence of our world and allows
kids to learn about the foun-
dational blocks of physics,
chemistry, biology, engineer-
ing, and more. Participants
will experiment with inertia,
gravity, and potential and ki-
netic energy. Learn the forces
of flight, swoop into the world
of insects, and explore states of
matter using dry ice, and
more! Using inquiry-based

discovery methods, instructor
demonstrations, hands-on ac-
tivities, and amazing take-
home projects, children will be
exposed to a variety of scien-
tific areas and feel empowered
that they are already fantastic
scientists who are exploring
and discovering more about
our world. Camp will run from
9 a.m. to noon. To register,
visit:
https://secure.recl.com/CA/
orinda-ca/catalog?filter=c2V
hcmNoPTE30Dc4NjA=

Any programs offered
through the Orinda Parks and
Recreation Department will
still adhere to and follow all
healthy and safety guidelines
specified by Contra Costa
Health Services, and the Fed-
eral Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC). The
Orinda Parks and Recreation
Department's Health and
Safety Programming Proce-
dures can be found online on
the city’s website.

To register for any of these
camps, please visit:

Orinda Garden Club continues
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Front row, from left: Lisa Jorgens, Monica Burnick, Shelley Gilligan, Ruth Fortune, Barbara
Weikert, Kaija Gibbs, Linda Thompson, Lorene Quist, Jennifer Lyons, Juanita Kizor; back
row: Jane Wiser, Laura Sawczuk, Janet Riley, Anne Southwick, Bonnie Cassriel, Cathleen
Sodos, Tina Locke, Margene Stahle and Lynn Garrett

https://secure.recl.com/CA/
orinda-ca/catalog.

If you have any questions,
contact staff at OrindaPark-
sandRec@CityofOrinda.org or

Volunteers of the Orinda Garden Club, includ-
ing Orinda mayor and Garden Club member
Amy Worth, assembled 55 holiday wreaths
outside the Orinda Community Center Dec. 4
and hung them in numerous locations around

munity Center, on the Orinda sign at the in-
tersection of Camino Pablo and Camino So-
brante, on the historic bridge at the end of
Orinda Way. This year Club members will also
place lighted Christmas trees along the High-

call (925) 254-2445. Orinda to brighten up the town. The wreaths way 24 Orinda off-ramp.
can be found at the Library Plaza, the Com- -J. Wake
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. May your home be filled yvith laughter, -
joy and love, this holiday season.

| SOLD |

3 Wellesley Court
Lafayette

This elegant contemporary designed estate has
panoramic views of the Lafayette reservoir across
the valley.

3Wellesley.com

% HOMES RECENTLY SOLD BY LAURA <

20 Hacienda Circle, Orinda
56 Camino Del Diablo, Orinda
40 Camino Del Diablo, Orinda
1076 Serrano Court, Lafayette
341 Camino Sobrante, Orinda

32 Via Farallon, Orinda

85 Orchard Road, Orinda
5 Newberry Place, Moraga
921 Dewing Avenue, Lafayette
185 Holly Lane, Orinda
192 Crestview Drive, Orinda
44 Camino Encinas, Orinda
3 Wellesley Court, Lafayette

4 W Creek Court, Lafayette
221 El Toyonal, Orinda
22 E. Altarinda Drive, Orinda
38 Chapel Drive, Lafayette
2725 Prince Street, Berkeley
9 Stanton Court, Orinda
37 Vallecito Lane, Orinda ~ Pending

7 7
DX X4

Recognized as one of America’s 2021 Best Real Estate Professionals by Real Trends and Tom Ferry.
Ranked among the top 1% of 1.4 million real estate professionals in the United States!

Laura Abrams g :
laura@lauraabrams.com e lauraabrams.com ~“{. . :.
\
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Marilyn Smith Van Stralen

Aug. 14, 1933 - Nov. 13, 2021

arilyn Smith Van

Stralen, born August
14, 1933, beloved mother
and grandmother, passed
away at the age 88 on Nov.
13 in Moraga, California.

Marilyn’s

beauty and sophistication
were admired by all but it
may surprise you to know
she was born in Wibaux,
Montana and grew up on a
farm. She helped her mother
and brother work the farm
without her father who
died when she was 2 years
old. She loved her farm life, which toughened her but did not harden
her. She shared fascinating and funny stories about farm life such as
backing up into the chicken coop when learning to drive and making
ice cream in December with the fresh milk she collected from the
cows. We learned that you do not wash the dishes you “warsh” the
dishes. We also learned that dinner was served in the middle of the
day for extra sustenance during the long days harvesting the wheat
fields. Supper was a lighter meal served in the evening. Marilyn’s
Midwest work ethic was passed on to her children.

Perhaps it was on the farm that she developed her love for all
things pigs. She used pig cocktail napkins, pig spatulas and had an
entire wall artfully decorated with pigs of every shape and size. If you
were lucky, she sent you a pig birthday card.

Her mother, Kathryn A Smith, encouraged Marilyn to pursue
new opportunities and attend college. She entered the University of
Colorado and joined the Alpha Delta Pi sorority. There, she met a
meal hasher named John C Van Stralen, who became her husband.
Marilyn had a respected resiliency which served her well throughout
her many life challenges. After raising two children she went back to
college to finish her education. She boldly moved to new cities for
new adventures making a home in Sacramento, California, Moline,
[llinois, Ithaca, New York, and finally Moraga, California. In each
place she developed cherished friendships because of her generosity,
genuine concern for others and her sparkling presence. She left a
special mark on all she met.

Marilyn adored her grandchildren and she was a tireless
cheerleader at all their activities. You could see her bundled up at
lacrosse games, soccer games, cross country races, and water polo
games. She never missed a musical or a concert and was ready to
greet each performer with flowers.

Marilyn was the ultimate entertainer which was her way of
demonstrating just how much she cared for each and every person
who stepped into her home. Her dining table was set to perfection
always with a beautiful flower arrangement which she created.
Holiday gatherings were joyous and yummy. Her tasty recipes for soft
ginger cookies, seasoned oyster crackers, and our favorite chocolate
wafer roll will be recreated by the entire family. Creating a beautiful
experience for everyone extended into her garden, which was her
ultimate passion.

Known by all was Marilyn’s impeccable sense of style, simple
but elegant. Her fashion sense was fostered by her mother who
ordered beautiful clothes from Chicago for her. Marilyn paid attention
to the details: a gold bumble bee pin on her shoulder, a beautiful
flower added to any outfit, her strict adherence to gold but not silver.

Marilyn has left a legacy of love, generosity and creativity that
will long be cherished and remembered by family and friends.

She is survived by her daughter Kim, her husband Brian and
their three daughters Leahna, Rachael and Jocelyn: her son, Kris, his
wife Mollie and their three children Lauren, Nicole and Owen.

She was preceded in death by her parents Jesse and Kathryn A
Smith, her brother Earl Smith, and her loving partner of 14 years Ron
Ertola.

Marilyn’s memorial will be held on Jan. 8, 2022 at 2 p.m. at
Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church, 10 Moraga Valley Ln., Moraga,
California.

In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to Animal Rescue
Foundations (ARF). Be sure to check the box “Make this a memorial
gift for Marilyn Van Stralen.” https://give.arflife.org/page/35246/
donate/1
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In-person CERT classes resume in

Orinda

CERT members at a recent training session.

By Sora O’Doherty

After a hiatus during the
COVID-19 pandemic, Com-
munity Emergency Response
Team (CERT) classes will re-
sume, in person, in the
Orinda library auditorium in
January. This will be the sec-
ond live class in the Lamor-
inda area; the first class,
which was offered in
Lafayette, just completed
training Nov. 4.

Lamorinda CERT had just
finished a class in March of
2020, just before things shut
down for the pandemic. Since
resuming in-person training,
CERT is following all COVID-
19 protocols. All participants
must be fully vaccinated and
must show proof with a QR
code. They will wear masks
and sit six feet apart. The
only exception to the masking
requirement is for the in-
structors, who are far from
the trainees and even from
the other instructors.

Nevertheless, Registrar
Julie Sparks notes that the
situation changes frequently,
and, if necessary, the classes
can be converted back to
Zoom meetings, although in
order to be certificated, the
Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency requires at least
16 hours of in-person train-
ing.

Trainees will be coming
back to a significantly up-
dated program. At the end of
2019, FEMA published major
changes to the CERT program.
Lamorinda CERT Program
Manager Duncan Seibert was
on the Contra Costa County
CERT Coalition subcommittee
to implement the changes. A
doctor from Walnut Creek

updated the medical portion
of the training, and the HAM
radio operators updated the
section on communications,
Sparks said. FEMA recom-
mended an updated font for
the slide deck, so Seibert up-
dated all the slides that will
be used throughout the
county, and also by Alameda
County and San Francisco.
The local CERTs take the
FEMA material and specialize
it to focus on those disasters
that are more likely to hap-
pen here, so the local classes
focus less on tornados and
hurricanes, and more on
earthquakes and fires. Al-
though the section on triage,
the assignment of degrees of
urgency to wounds or ill-
nesses to decide the order of
treatment of a large number
of patients or casualties,
was cut from FEMA, local
groups are allowed to include
additional sections. Lamor-
inda CERT has added back
the section on triage, as well
as keeping sections on pets
and adding a section on
communications.
Lamorinda CERT Public
Information Officer Virginia
Merrifield noted that CPR is
not included in the CERT
training, and never has been,
although people are encour-
aged to seek it separately.
CPR classes are offered by
several groups, including the
Red Cross, which is the main
provider, but also by the
YMCA, Adult Ed, and Parks
and Rec, for example.
During the pandemic,
Lamorinda CERT strived to
fulfill its mission, which is to
do the greatest good for the
greatest number. CERT mem-
bers volunteered at COVID

Photo provided

vaccination sites and testing
sites, sold and distributed
water drums and fire extin-
guishers, and assisted at
events such as the Lafayette
Reservoir Run, spending
hours in the rain that day.

A lot of work continued
behind the scenes. In addi-
tion to revising the slide deck,
time was also spent educating
instructors. Monthly Zoom
meetings were very well at-
tended and allowed CERTSs to
keep their skills somewhat
refreshed, according to Mer-
rifield. The meetings occur at
7 p.m. the second Monday of
each month, except in De-
cember. Currently on Zoom,
the meetings usually last
about an hour. The conve-
nient meetings have seen a
great turnout. While in-
person meetings would have
had 25 to 50 people in person,
the Zoom meetings have at-
tracted from 45 to 60 or more
people on Zoom. On two oc-
casions they had over 100 at-
tendees, and had to use the
MOFD Zoom license.

The new class in Orinda
will start on Jan. 12, 2022 and
run through March 9, meet-
ing on Wednesday nights
from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. in the
Orinda library auditorium.
The penultimate class is a
hands-on drill conducted at
the Contra Costa County Fire
District training grounds in
Concord. The drill allows the
new trainees to go through a
series of training exercises to
put into practice the skills
learned.

Thus far, 11 people have
registered, and the class size
is limited to 50. Before the
pandemic, class size was up
to 60, but CERT is returning to
in-person training slowly.
There will be a ratio of 1 in-
structor for every 12 stu-
dents. The first in-person
class was very small; al-
though 45 persons signed up,
only about 20 actually
attended.

Persons wishing to sign
up for the next training can
do so on the Lamorinda CERT
website where there is a reg-
ister for training button, or
by emailing Julie Sparks at
registrar@lamorindacert.org

CERT Website:
www.lamorindacert.org/
training/classes/

Fire District Public Meetings

Moraga-Orinda Fire District X

Board of Directors ] 2
Wednesday, Dec. 15, 6 p.m.

For meeting times and agendas, visit www.mofd.org

ConFire

Board of Directors

Regular Meeting: Tuesday, Jan. 18, 1 p.m.

For meeting times and agendas, visit www.cccfpd.org

Toys for Tots drive continues in honor

DETECTIVE KEVIN MOOKEY

HORADA POLICE OFFICERS ASSOCIATION
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heart.

of the late Detective

Kevin Mooney
Submitted by Cathy Ghiselli

The Moraga Police Officer’s Association, in partner-
ship with the United States Marine Corps, will be col-
lecting new unwrapped toys for its annual Toys for
Tots Toy Drive in honor of Detective Kevin Mooney,
who passed away Aug. 21 from COVID-19 and related

Besides being a rangemaster, a field training offi-
cer, and president of the Moraga Police Officers Asso-
ciation, Mooney was the local organizer for the annual
Toys for Tots drive — a cause that was very close to his

Barrels will be available for toy donations at OSH,

Moragarotary.org.

Safeway and the Town of Moraga offices through Dec.
10. Monetary donations can be made through

: Alarms 29
PUbllc Safety 911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 7
Emergency response: Traffic 33
Emergency: 24 Hours 911 Suspicious Circumstances 6
Police Dispatch: 24 Hours Suspicious Subject i

925-284-5010 Suspicious Vehicle 9
Service to Citizen 14

Nixle: Text your zip code to 888777

- Patrol Req./Security Check 18
or go to www.nixle.com

Public/School Assembly Check 0

Lafayette Police Department: Supplemental Report 5
3471 Mt. Diablo Blvd. 925-283-3680  Vacation House Check 10
Chief of Police, Ben Alldritt Welfare Check 9
925-299-3221 Ordinance Violation 0
Vehicle violations

Police Department Tip Line
94549Tip@gmail.com

Police Department Traffic Issues
94549Traffic@gmail.com

Moraga Police Department:

329 Rheem Blvd., 925-888-7055

Chief of Police, Jon King ext. 7049

Hit And Run Misdemeanor
Pleasant Hill Rd./Deer Hill Rd.
3200 Block Old Tunnel Rd.

Reckless Driving

Moraga Rd./Via Granada, Mor.
Pleasant Hill Rd./Shulgin Rd.
Tc - Property Damage

Orinda Police Department: St Marys Rd./Glen Side

22 Orinda Way 925-254-6820 Mt. Diablo Blvd./Oak Hill Rd.

Chief of Police, Ryan Sullivan Throw Moving Vehicle

925-254-6820 Mt. Diablo Blvd./2Nd St.
Vehicle Theft

Orindatip@cityoforinda.org ) Bl i, T EG

Lafayette Police Other criminal activity
Fraud Credit Card

DeEartment 3100 Block Stanley Blvd.

Incident Fraud False Pretenses

Summary 900 Block Kelley Ct.

Revort 3300 Block Moraga Blvd.

p 70 Block Lafayette Cir.

Nov. 21 - Nov. 27 10 Block Gable Ln.

Grand Theft

Mountain View Dr./Mariposa Rd.

1200 Block Vacation Dr
Identity Theft

500 Block Michael Ln.
Misc Burglary

1200 Block Upper Happy Valley Rd.
Panhandling

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Moraga Rd./Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Petty Theft

3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)
Shoplift

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (3)
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-domestic

1000 Block Oak Hill Rd.

3300 Block Betty Ln.

3500 Block Brook St.
Disturbance-fight

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Disturbing The Peace

Pleasant Hill Rd./Eb Sr 24
Loud Music

Franklin Ln./St Francis Dr
Loud Noise

Yorkshire Ct./Ridge Rd.
Loud Party

3800 Block Palo Alto Dr.

3800 Block Quail Ridge Rd.
Public Nuisance

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Vandalism

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3700 Block Happy Valley Rd.
Other
Harassment

800 Block Reliez Station Rd.

3300 Block Mildred Ln.
K9 Outside Assist Request

1000 Block S 57Th St., Ric

3300 Block Willow Pass Rd., Bpo
Threats

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Trespass

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Unwanted Guest

3200 Block Mt. Diablo Ct.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)

Moraga Police
Department
Incident
Summary
Report

Nov. 23 - Nov. 28

Alarms

911 Calls (includes hang-ups)
Traffic

Suspicious Circumstances
Suspicious Subject
Suspicious Vehicle

Service to Citizen

Patrol Req./Security Check
Supplemental Report
Vacation House Check
Welfare Check
Public/School Assembly Check
Ordinance Violation
Vehicle violations
Abandoned Vehicle

1

6
6
2
2
)
5
16
5
6
0
3
1
1

1200 Block Rimer Dr.
Accident Fatal

500 Block Moraga Rd.
Excessive Speed

Moraga Rd./Alta Mesa Dr.
Other criminal activity
Burglary

Safeway
Fraud False Pretenses

20 Block Carr Dr.
Identity Theft

50 Block Gaywood Pl.
Shoplift

Seven Eleven
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-domestic

Not Available
Loud Music

Country Club Dr./Canyon Rd.
Loud Noise

10 Block Benedita P1.
Other
Failure To Obey

Moraga Way/St. Andrews Dr.
Violation Custody Order

2100 Block Donald Dr.

ORINDA

Orinda Police Department
Incident Summary
Report will be back soon
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Letters to the editor
DEIB d of O 1) oth ies of people, H l' Cl
coverage chovn by the elimination of standdized tosts. Figh auling & Cleanup

The Lamorinda Weekly published a one-sided editorial achieving groups, such as Asians and Jews and man
supporting DEI in the gulise of a news story. (Lamorinda other locil%g los% the most. Proportior{al representa?ion Ca“ Tony at (92 5) 49 7 3 74 ]
community works to defend DEIB work, published Nov. exemplifies the reverse racism that Prof. Kendi preaches 5
24,2021.) The important news, as reluctantly reported, is in How to be An Antiracist. A children’s version for use in i *'-1'- ""“ /
that there is “pushback against affirmative diversity, eq- the schools was presented to Orinda teachers in the guise a4 ‘ P ﬁi
uity and inclusion practices ... [and] critical race theory.” of “professional development.” Prof. Kendi literally calls P - _==: L
The local pushback is part of a rapidly growing national capitalism racist. The endorsement of his views in afflu- wiST
movement. ent Lamorinda seems hypocritical. i
The article fails to honor basic principles of responsi- CRT may be an appropriate college course. But pro-
ble journalism that require that diverse viewpoints be ponents of CRT use “CRT-lite” (thank you to Prof.

presented. The article uncritically accepts the existence of =~ McWhorter for that term) to indoctrinate kids as early as
“systemic racism,” without noting that Asians have higher =~ kindergarten that all white people are oppressors from

incomes and test scores than Caucasians. Indeed, white birth until death, and that all BIPOC are oppressed. That
and Asian kids are now falsely describing themselves as is indoctrination of an opinion, not teaching the facts of

BIPOC to improve their chances of college admission. The  history. If you believe the cause of every problem is sys-
very existence of affirmative action, the widespread ac- temic racism, you have a perfect excuse

ceptance (94%) of interracial marriage, and the recent for not working hard to try to succeed.

two-term Black President refute the claim that our coun- Nick Waranoff

try is systemically racist. Orinda

The article also fails to mention that the goal of DEI is

to replace merit with proportional representation of races
Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will include

the writer's name and city/town of residence -- we will only accept letters from those who live in, or own a business in, the communities comprising

Lamorinda (please give us your phone number for verification purposes only). Letters must be factually accurate and be 350 words or less; letters of up to
500 words will be accepted on a space-available basis. Visit www.lamorindaweekly.com for submission guidelines. Email: letters@lamorindaweekly.com;
Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

Hundreds gather to rlng in the holidays
& ; : ¥ carols sung by Springhill

i ' : o ¥ .. Girl Scout Troop 3116 ... and,
= ' _ ] ; ' of course, the arrival of

Santa Claus on the Lafayette
Historical SOCiety’S historic G-E"‘ in\fﬂ{u’ad wi'h SME redi s!ri :ii"H'
| fire truck, “Old Betsy.”
| Many took part in crafts,
purchased hot chocolate and » WeDrawTheLinesCA.o rg
other beverages, and took
free train rides on the
Lafayette Express prior to
the official tree lighting. The
event was presented by the o
Lafayette Chamber, and VvV
sponsored by the Dana DRAW
Green Team and Branagh o E——
Development, who together
are also hosting the LI N EE
PhotOI Wake environmentally-friendly
downtown Lafayette twinkle
Hundreds of holiday revelers =~ Wonderful Life in Lafayette”  lights for the holiday season.

Paid Pos by tha Calitornsa Cititani Rediiiricting Comminiion

gathered at Plaza Park in event, which featured enter- -J. Wake
downtown Lafayette Dec. 5as  tainment by Myeve Capozzi
part of the annual “It’s a Vocal Training singers and

1, 500p LAMORINDA
2 ~ for the Holidays

Offering a selection of
thoughtful books including
local authors, biographies,
history, philosophy,
current events, and classic
literature. We also carry a
great selection of fiction,
young adult, and classic

children’s books. Exquisite
e | .

Holiday Hours: Monday-Friday 10 - 5:30 O RI N DA selectlc?n

Saturday 10-5 and Sunday 18-5 BOOKS of orchid,
3645 C Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette /4 amaryllis and

(925) 385-3026  https://reasonable.online/ succulent
B k nevef \Q\ arrafngerﬁlents

or the
00 S ‘00 Out 0{ S\Y ' holidays!!

T, ﬂ}m//y e S5 Holiday Hours: :"':, ‘,.-"'\ T\\] \‘r' ] I \}. L] ‘\

Mon-Fri 10-6 “ - -
* Custom Designs * Appraisals = Sat 10-5 HOME & GARDEM
* Expert Repairs * Pearl Restringing Closed Sunday

2 Theatre Square #110 Orinda

* Free Ring cleaning
(925)258-6900

All your jewelry is insured with Jeweler’s Block Insurance.

r Il =N IE =N =D I N I I IS I . 1
) $5 off Watch Battery i
Reg $15, Now $10
I 1 watch battery per person. Exp. 1/31/21. Usually installed while you wait. I s h o) p I n- S t ore or O n I i ne
L N EE - - _VV/cwonicstdétionwplL N N - - ‘ . .
3645 Mt. Diablo B|Vd., Lafayette between Trader Joes & the Post Office # " 971 Moraga Rd: Lafayette
283-2988 www.waredesigns.com Tues-Sat 10-5 | 925-284-4720

clocksetc.net

Free Local Delivery
Free Gift Wrapping

Shop Orinda!
At the NEW and LIKE NEW
Consignment Store Boutique

Garden Art & Home Décor
Clocks - Stylish & Themed

3581 MT DIABLO BIYD LAFAVETTE. A Handmade Coasters & Cards

(DOWN THE ALLEY FROM PATXI'S PIZZA)

Holiday Decorations, too!

New! Personal Shopping with
Wendy using Zoom or FaceTime

HOURS: M- T0-6PM .
SUNDAY T2-5PM Wt%@ e
’Q%O&m%

Gelandbunnasooks.com
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“DESIGN » REFINISHING  INSTAL

925.376-1118"

Lic § 574453

CALL TOM
FOR A FREE
ESTIMATE

Since 1993!
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

Building
Foundations

e Lifting

f
' « Leveling
DERPINNING - scasizivo

RENERLL CONTRACTAN NIC. BETEE

707 310-0602

www.bayareaunderpinning.org

t EE—

1-.—":;".'1’: ¥

WENERQL CENTRACTER
LIE. BETI2E

Mary H. Smith D.D.S.

A Professional Corporation

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

Proudly serving
the Lamorinda
community for over
26 years.

‘We always welcome
new patients.

Our office delivers
the highest quality

and service.

Consults are always
complementary.

Come visit our brand new State of the Art office.

1 Bates Blvd. Ste. 210, Orinda, 925.254..0824

DRE 02155340

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Campo foothall

... continued from Page Al

For coach Kevin Macy, it
was a matter of keeping the
team focused on what had
been working up until the
end of the half. “We had a
very calm locker room,”
Macy said. “We just had to
get the kids to believe that
we were not in a panic situ-
ation. Their touchdown was
the ugliest type of score that
could send a team spiraling
in a bad direction. I told
them that Foothill was going
to come out in the second
half very excited after that
last play and that they were
expecting us to collapse a lit-
tle bit, but if we just stabi-
lized the third quarter, we
would be fine. That was our
simple goal. It was just a fo-
cus, an attitude, and a per-
spective. That's what it was
all about.”

After a scoreless third
quarter, Campolindo scored
twice after Foothill
turnovers, first on a 2-yard
run by Will Monkarsh and a
7-yard run by Weaver
putting the Cougars ahead by
21-7 with 4:43 left in the
game.

“My touchdown was set
up by Coach (Chris) Schoe-
field who set up load pack-
ages on the left and right,”
Weaver said. “It was the only
time that we ran that play
and it worked for the score.
Our line has played so well, I
wouldn’t be anywhere with-
out them. The past few
games, 've taken them out to
dinner which I do as a re-
ward to them for no-sack
games.”

When Foothill fumbled
the kickoff on their 25-yard
line, the game seemed all but
over until Foothill freshman
Chris Lawson was the first to
the ball and ran the final 75
yards to make the score
21-14.

All Macy could do was
shake his head at what had
just transpired. “Their two
scores were like the freakiest
ones you could imagine,”
Macy said. “As a coach, all I
could say was that in my 42
years of coaching, I haven’t
seen that one and when they
picked up that fumble, I
hadn’t ever seen that one
either.”

After Foothill’s kickoff,
Campolindo started their
drive with 4:20 left in the
game. Despite a holding
penalty and facing a first-
and-21 from their own 12-
yard line, Campolindo con-
verted the first down and
only needed one more first
down to clinch the victory
but history was repeated in a
negative way for Campolindo
with a fumble by Monkarsh,
recovered by Foothill on
Campolindo’s 49-yard line
with 2:51 left in the game.

“That’s haunted us all
season when we’ve had the
ball and tried to run out the
clock and then fumbled the
ball with nothing but chaos
at the end of a number of
our games,” Macy said. “So, I
guess we were prepared for
the type of chaos that we saw
tonight.”

Chaos may have been an
understatement. A defensive
pass interference moved the
ball to the Campolindo 34-
yard line. On fourth-and-9,
Foothill converted the first
down on a pass to the 18-
yard line. One more pass
brought the ball to the 7-yard
line and a defensive holding
on Campolindo put the ball
on the 4-yard line with 37
seconds left in the game.

After Foothill’s last time
out, Macy went out and
spoke to his defense: “I told
them to play their hearts out
and to be mentally prepared
if they did score to regroup
for a two-point conversion.”

Wednesday, December 8, 2021

After an incomplete pass
and a 3-yard loss, it was
third-and-goal at the 7-yard
line with 30 seconds left in
the game, forcing Foothill to
pass. With 24 seconds left
on the clock, safety Bradley
Nestal broke to his right and
made the game clinching in-
terception. “We knew they
liked the out routes to the
sideline, and I knew that we
had to come up with a big
play,” Nestal said.

Macy had to acknowl-
edge the effort that Nestal
made on the interception:
“That play was incredible. I
couldn’t believe where he
came from to make that last
interception. You just don’t
see those type of plays.”

Macy kept coming back
to the play of his defense.
“For us to play at this level,
being outmanned in every
game, our kids played with
such passion. After we fum-
bled the ball at the end, our
defense just kept hanging on.
They never broke and the
last couple of weeks, our de-
fense has really held to-
gether in that we really have
no backups and it’s been
pretty much down to 12
players.”

Co-Captain Elijah Klock,
playing on both the offensive
and defensive line, never left
the field all game, making
key blocks on both of the
touchdown runs, and could
not stop smiling after the
game: “We practiced all
week on protecting the ball
which didn’t work out that
well but the most important
thing for us was to prove
everyone wrong. Our de-
fense did a helluva job in
protecting the end zone. It’s
a great feeling. I know that
my dad is watching down
from heaven, super proud of
me and is saying, ‘Good job
EJ.>”

What's that?

Whaa "wa abvnirs liked
thee liden of resmadeling,
it i Sespv Bl 50

much work. Kinda ool
Ehainy sl o Biguine it

We’re not just a real estate brokerage.

We’re your contractor and designer, too.

We’re Enkasa. Just think of us as your agent, contractor, and designer—all in one.
Figure out what needs remodeling (and how much it will cost) before you buy. Plan
for updates to increase your home’s value before you sell. Our team is your team,

and we’re here to help you get the most out of every home.

Text or call 925.238.3358
EnkasaHomes.com

ZAIENKASA

Unlock the potential in every home.
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Live ‘Nutcracker’ ballet returns to the

Orinda stage

Second Act Land of the Sweets
By Sora O’Doherty

The Orinda Ballet Academy &
company will return live to the
Orinda library auditorium
stage Dec. 10 through 12 to
perform Pyotr Tchaikovsky’s
classic ballet, “The Nutcracker.”
Evening performances of “A
Sweet Dream Nutcracker” will
be on Friday and Saturday at
6:30 p.m., with matinee perfor-
mances on Saturday and Sun-
day at 2 p.m. Local students
will be joined by professional
guest artists Vinnie Jones and
Maurice Monge.

Artistic Director Patricia
Tomlinson is a graduate of
Saint Mary’s College. She went
on to study at the NYC School
of American Ballet, training for
five years with George Balan-
chine and Alexandra Danilova.
After that, she danced as a
soloist for over 17 years, first
with the Houston Ballet, then
the Pennsylvania Ballet, then
coming to California to dance
with the Diablo Ballet.

After retirement, Tomlin-
son started the school in
Orinda. The school, located in
the Orinda Community Center,

INFO & TICKET LINKS HERE

is currently in its 13th season.
“The school has had some re-
ally nice dancers through the
years, including a student who
danced with Atlanta Ballet and
is now with the Nevada Dance
Theater, a professional ballet
company,” Tomlinson says.
“Some students went off to
dance colleges, either (with a)
major or minor in dance.”

In addition to performing
a full-length “Nutcracker” in
two acts, the academy also
presents a story ballet annually
in the spring, such as “Swan
Lake,” “Sleeping Beauty,” “The
Firebird,” “Peter Pan,” or “Cin-
derella.” Students from age 3
to 18 dance with guest artists.
Classes at the academy run
year-round, with sessions in
the fall, winter/spring and
summer. During the pan-
demic, Tomlinson started vir-
tual classes. Many of her stu-
dents, she says, got ballet bar-
res at home; some got special
dance flooring. “There were
lots of challenges, but everyone
stayed super positive.” Tom-
linson teaches the majority of
the classical ballet classes. She
employs another teacher to fo-

Photo Jorge Gomez

cus on contemporary dance.
In “The Nutcracker,” a
young girl, Clara, is given a
special magical Nutcracker
Doll from by her uncle
Drosselmeyer, who performs
magic for her family and
friends. That evening Clara
looks for her Nutcracker Doll
under the Christmas tree. She
finds the doll has grown life-
size as well as the toy soldiers
and mice. There is a battle
scene. A terrible Mouse Queen
tries to attack the Nutcracker.
Clara throws her shoe at the
Mouse Queen. The Mouse
Queen breaks and the magic
spell placed on the Nutcracker
Doll is broken. He returns to
his true self, the Nutcracker
Prince. In thanks for Clara's
bravery, the Prince takes Clara
on a wonderful adventure, to
the Land of Sweets, where he is
from. They pass through an
Enchanted Winter forest where
the Snow Queen and her snow-
maidens dance for Clara and
the Prince. Once they arrive at
the Land of the Sweets, the
Sugar Plum Fairy and her
Sweets greet Clara and the
Prince. They celebrate the

www.orindaballetacademy.com/2021-nutcracker--ticket-information.html

$22 and $25 for adults. At the
door, tickets will be $25 for
children and adults. Seating is
general seating.

Prince's return with joyous
dancing.

Tickets are available in ad-
vance or at the door. Advance
tickets for children 2-12 are

Food Bank receives $35K donation
from MCC’s Turkey Shoot Tournament

closest to the hole and accurate drive contests,
were presented with 25 certificates for turkeys.
The event chairman, Paul Boero, thanked the
many participants who contributed as under-
writers and hole sponsors as well as in-kind
donors who contributed tee prizes, bottles of
wine for on course prizes, and gift certificates for
turkeys to competition winners.

All contributed to the success of the event’s
goal, having a fun-filled day of golf while simul-

taneously contributing to The Food Bank. Follow-
ing lunch, Joel Sjostrom, president of the Food
Bank, presented information about its increase in

Your one-call plumber!

LeapFrog
IPlumbing

lGas Water & Sewer

Stuffed turkey...ok,
stuffed tummy...ok, _;
stuffed pipes NOT ok.
Be thankful this
Thanksgiving and
stuff right!

* Emergency service

® Repairs & installation
Video sewer inspection
Copper re-piping
Preventive checkups

' $50 off
;any plumbing jOb
| performed by I
1 LeapFrog Plumbing 1
| $225 or over 1

Lo SUPOrTPETIOB, Sxpr13TsT

We Hop o It!

Family-owned and serving
. Lamorinda since 1993

©5377-6600 =

www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Water heater specialist

Tank, Tankless, Hybrid

MOVE CG{]EDINM{]ES

All-Women Company Serving
East Bay Residents for Over 20 Years

COMPLETE MOVE &
COORDINATION SPECIALISTS

% CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION *

FULL PACKING & UNPACKING SERVICES
PACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

plan, sort, pack, label and help with what to keep, toss, donate, consign

UNPACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

plzcig funsture, SEEng up kilchen, crgaainiag Chebels. Capbodds And drawers

demand since the onset of the pandemic and the
great number of persons needing food in Contra
Costa and Solano counties. Joel also cited a new

Insured, Bonded, and Green

emphasis in servicing victims of wildfires and .
providing ready-to-eat meals for the many fami- Nominaled by S{Tﬂﬁf ?254-33&- I ?'BE
lies displaced due to the firestorms. This year’s for Outstanding heSlo@carelreemoves.net

Woman-Owned Small Businass www.carefreemaves.net

event marked the 9th Annual Turkey Shoot and
the proceeds generated are able to feed over 700
families for one
week. With this
year’s contribu-
tion and sums
raised in prior

Photo provided

Submitted by Paul Boero

The Food Bank of Contra Costa & Solano received
about $35,000 in net proceeds from the MCC
Turkey Shoot golf tournament, held Oct. 28 at

".'u. .;._.

Moraga Country Club. Nearly 100 members par- ¥eai~(s, tlé%total

ticipated in the scramble tournament which in- ur e.% 100t

cluded a pre-round breakfast and concluded with contribution ex-
ceeds $310,000.

lunch and awards. The top five teams, as well as

"MVPC
CHRISTMAS

nome

I NC ORUP ORAT E D

design/ build

EVE SERVICES

ASK ABOUT OUR INNOVATIVE
SOLUTION FOR PROTECTING YOUR
NEW AND EXISTING SURFACES.

FAMILY SERVICE AT 5PM
CANDLELIGHT SERVICE AT 8PM

— OF THE —
EAST BAY [CLS K_ltchen/Bath Remodeler 10 MORAGA VALLEY LANE

MoORAGA. CA B4556
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ART

Lamorinda Arts Alliance
announces a new exhibit at
Bank of America, Lafayette,
on Mt. Diablo Boulevard
across from Safeway. The
exhibit will be open through
January 2022, during banking
hours, Monday through
Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Featured artists are Adrienne
Rogers (watercolors), Ellen
Reintjes (acrylic paintings)
and Carolyn WarmSun
(acrylic paintings).
http://LAA4Art.org

Jennifer Perlmutter Gallery
featuring Akiko Suzuki and
Carl Heyward through Dec.
11. 3525 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Lafayette. https://jennifer
perlmuttergallery.
com/2021/11/harvest-2/

Art Gallery at the Orinda
Library - Lamorinda Arts
Alliance "Inspired by the
Greats." Lamorinda Arts
Council welcomes 36

members of the Lamorinda
Arts Alliance to an in-person
and virtual exhibit including
80 artworks from different
genres in December.

www.lamorindaarts.org/online-

galleries. 26 Orinda Way. All
COVID-19 precautions
observed. (925) 359.9940 or
gallery@lamorindaarts.org.

Front and center at the
Moraga Art Gallery’s gift-rich
holiday show, “Alluring
Visions,” is a display of
Wenda Pyman’s landscape
photographs that capture
nature's miraculous details in
both striking color and
black-and-white, influenced
by such masters as Ansel
Adams, Imogen Cunningham,
Edward Weston and others of
the f64 Club. Holiday Hours:
Wed. — Sun. from noon to 5
p.m., from Dec. 1 - 24 the
gallery’s hours are 10 a.m. to
6 p.m. daily. 432 Center Street
in Moraga's Rheem Shopping
Center,
www.moragaartgallery.com

\

Fully Insured <

TREE SCULPTURE

COMPLETE TREE CARE
Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!
Certified Arborists <
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com
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or call (925) 376-5407.

56th Annual Holiday
Collection at Valley Art
Gallery through Dec. 31. Our
new gift exhibition includes a
wide variety of beautifully
crafted, ceramic, wood and
glass pieces, original designer
jewelry, holiday decorations,
small paintings and many
other unique, one-of-a-kind
gift items. In addition, we will
be featuring a trunk from
Dec.7-11from 11 a.m.-5
p-m. The trunk show will
offer the creations of
celebrated, multi-talented
artisan Carolyn Russell,
including her origami items,
miniature Christmas trees
and other decorative objects
crafted from various
materials. And, we will again
have gift certificates available
for giving. Open Tuesday
through Saturday, 11 a.m. to 5
p-m. Valley Art Gallery, 1661
Botelho Drive, Suite 110,
Walnut Creek
www.valleyartgallery.org,
(925) 935-4311

Art show at Orinda Books.
December features the
paintings of Paul Kratter — a
skillful and accomplished
landscape artist. Like many
experienced fine-art painters,
he comes from an illustration
background that instills
strong drawing and design
skills and a robust belief in
graphic shapes and
storytelling. His paintings
embody a sense of light,
atmosphere, and emotion. To
preview his work, visit the
Artist of the Month section at
www.orindabooks.com/events.

MUSIC

Voices of Music presents
Holiday Concertos: Bach,
Corelli and more from 7:30 to
9:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 18 at
First Congregational Church,
2345 Channing Way (entrance
on Dana), Berkeley. Our
signature holiday program of

virtuoso concertos returns,
featuring Rachell Ellen Wong
playing Bach's violin concerto
in A Minor BWV 1041. Cost:
$50-55 per concert
(subscriptions for our 3
concerts only).
www.voicesofmusic.org or
call 415-260-4687 or email
listen@voicesofmusic.org.

Berkeley Symphony
presents Berkeley Symphony
Chamber I Concert on
Sunday, Dec. 12, from 4 p.m.
to 6 p.m., at Piedmont Center
for the Arts, 801 Magnolia
Ave, Piedmont. Berkeley
Symphony Chamber I Concert
features works by Vivaldi,
Debussy, Montgomery, and
Nabors. Cost: $35. For more
info see
www.berkeleysymphony.org
or call 510-841-2800 or email

tickets@berkeleysymphony.org.

THEATER

Town Hall Theatre Lafayette
is presenting “It’s A
Wonderful Life: A Live Radio
Play” by Joe Landry directed
by Daniel J. Eslick. Dec. 4-19.
Previews: Dec. 2 & 3 at 8 p.m.,
Dec. 4,9, 10,11, 16,17,18 at 8
p-m., Matinees: Dec. 11, 12,
18,19 at 2 p.m. Tickets:
$18-$35. Group Tickets (10 or
more) - $25. Town Hall
Theatre, 3535 School St.
Lafayette
www.TownHallTheatre.com.

OTHER

Community Concern for
Cats, which serves
Lamorinda residents, is
hosting its annual “Holiday
Giving Tree” Fundraiser
through Dec. 31 at its upscale
thrift store, Rescued
Treasures, 1270 Newell Ave.
in Walnut Creek at the San
Miguel Shopping Center. All
the proceeds will go toward
life-saving procedures for
homeless cats and kittens in
local neighborhoods. Hours:
Monday - Saturday, 10 a.m. to

==

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church

433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422
www.holyshepherd.org

ONLINE WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Facebook Premiere Community Worship
every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Go to
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/
WORSHIP SCHEDULE In person worship
at 9:30 a.m. Live stream on
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/

Visit our website to access the current
and recent sermons.
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Sanctuary WoRsHIP SUNDAYS AT 11:00 A.M.
Staying home? Join us at OSLC.NET for our
Sunday Livestream at 9:00 am, or
view it anytime on our YouTube Channel.

1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette, CA 94549 | (925) 283-3722 | Spirit@oslc.net
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St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
An Open, Affirming & Loving Community
In-Person & Virtual service Sun. at 9:00 AM
If someone would like to be added to our Zoom invitation
please call 925-284-7420 or email cathy.w@stanselms.us
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, www.stanselms.us

WILLOWSPRING

Practical biblical teaching, contemporary
worship, come as you are.

www.willowspringchurch.com
1689 School St. Moraga | 925-376-3550

10:45 AM Sunday Service

Lamorinda’s Religious Services

&)
i

ST MARK’S CHURCH
OF ORINDA & MORAGA

Sunday Service at 10 a.m.

451 Moraga Way, Orinda
www.stmarksorinda.org |
All Are Welcome

(925) 254-5965

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
24 Orinda Way (next to the Library)-925-254-4212
Sunday Services and Sunday School 10-11 am
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm

All are welcome

www.christianscienceorinda.org

Mosaga Valley Presbyberdan Chunch

mvpe

JOIN US SUNDAYS AT 9:30
INDOORS & ON THE PATIO

OR ONLINE AT MYPCTODAY.ORG

Lafayette

United Methodist Church

Experiencing and Expressing God's Love

View On-demand Worship Services at
YouTube.com/LoveLUMC

Visit www.theLUMC.org
for updates on in-person services

o 955 Moraga Rd.,, Lafayette | 925-284-4765 \‘

4
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St Step

-u Warshiping, Learning, Serving
wiww.ststephensorinda.org

hen’s

ipiscopal Church

5 p.m. Sundays noon to 4 p.m.
For information call: (925)
937-3201.

The 50th annual Walnut
Creek Elks local “Free Throw
Contest” will take place from
8:30 to 10:45 a.m. Sunday,
Dec. 12, hosted once again at
De La Salle High School in
Concord. Boys and girls age 8
through 13 are invited to
participate. Free event
register at the gym between
8:30-10:45 a.m. and shoot 25
free throws! For further
information: Coach MIKE
RITTENHOUSE, Director
925-360-2900
coach_ritt@yahoo.com.

GARDEN

The Walnut Creek Garden
Club welcomes the vaccinated
public to visit their next
meeting held Jan. 10, and to
become a part of the Walnut
Creek Garden Club. Shawna
Anderson from Orchard
Nursery shares her pruning
tips for all types of roses. She
will demonstrate techniques
and the best tools for the job.
Shawna is a garden
consultant and designer and
shares her passion for
gardening through her
business: Thrillers, Fillers and
Spillers. If interested in
joining the Club or for more
information, please visit
www.walnutcreekgarden
club.org. Meetings are held
the second Monday of each
month at 9:30 a.m.,
September through June at
The Gardens at Heather
Farm.

Please submit
events to:
calendar@
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When | say “good,”
you say “neighbor.”

2
Mike Rosa
Agent
925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: OF45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga

P097314.1

Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

o StateFarm-

State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL
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Quality Hearing Aids ® In Ear Monitors ® Ear Mold Impressions

FREE Initial Consultation

Now taking Blue Cross, Blue Shield and Medicare.

Dr. Erik M. Breitling,
Au.D., CCC-A, FAAA

LAMORINDA
AUDIOLOGY T

3744 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite 100, Lafayette
(925) 262-4242 www.LamorindaAudiology.com

Swim Plugs ® Comprehensive Diagnostic Adult Hearing Evaluations

Hearing Aid Evaluations
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This delicious delicacy helps folks dive
into decadent sauces

Naan with Cilantro-Lime Butter

By Susie Iventosch

We love a good naan and it’s
hard to beat when you go to a
restaurant that has this deli-
cious item on the menu. Hot
out of the skillet, naan is the
perfect implement for scoop-
ing up sauces — especially
curry sauces, but really any
good sauce that’s worth sa-
voring every, single drop! I've
made naan many times in the
past, but this is the best recipe
I've found yet. It comes from
Upbeet Anisha’s food blog
and it’s super easy to make,
too, which is always a plus.
Her recipe calls for no yeast,
and is made with simple in-
gredients like flour, salt, bak-
ing powder, water, olive oil
and yogurt. It’s nice and soft
and forms just the perfect air
bubbles while cooking. She

Photo Susie Iventosch

makes hers vegan style, using
non-dairy yogurt, but I used
regular nonfat plain Greek
yogurt and it was superb. I
have a new favorite Greek
yogurt called Esti and I ab-
solutely love their nonfat
plain yogurt with fruit, or
mixed with cottage cheese, or
as a base for condiments for
enchiladas, or even a spoon-
ful straight out of the con-
tainer. It’s so good and it was
perfect in this recipe, too.
Anisha makes her naan
with fresh garlic, which is de-
licious, but we had it for
lunch so decided to go the
more subtle route and used
lemon pepper and fresh lime
juice instead of garlic. A
sprinkling of parmesan
cheese would also be deli-
cious on this bread. I made a
few minor changes from her

Original naan recipe from Upbeet Anisha:
https://upbeetanisha.com/instant-garlic-naan-no-yeast/

recipe in terms of quantities
and those are reflected here
in this column.

The best way to cook the
naan is straight on a cast iron
skillet, so be sure to have one
on hand before you dive into
this recipe. It cooks the naan
quickly and gives it the per-
fect air bubbles, so I highly
recommend using one if you
have one. I have yet to try
baking this bread on any
other type of pan or baking
sheet, so if you try it, please
let me know. Soon I am going
to try making this with a 1:1
gluten-free baking flour, and
will report back how that
works out as soon as I have a
chance to try it!

Susie can be reached at
suziventosch@gmail.com. This
recipe can be found on our
website:
www.lamorindaweekly.com If you
would like to share your favorite
recipe with Susie please contact her
by email or call our office at (925)
377-0977. Or visit
https://treksandbites.com

-

Naan with Cilantro-Lime Butter
INGREDIENTS
Naan

2 cups all-purpose flour

2 tsp. baking powder

1/2 tsp. Himalayan pink salt

1/2 cup nonfat plain Greek yogurt

1/3 cup lukewarm water (I found that 1/3 was a a little too much

water the second time I made this, so add the water a little bit at a

time.)

1 tsp. olive oil
Cilantro-Lime Butter

2 tablespoons hutter, softened to room temperature

2 tablespoons freshly snipped cilantro

1/2 tsp. fresh lime juice

1/2 tsp. lemon or lime pepper
DIRECTIONS
Add flour, baking powder, and salt to a mixing bowl. Blend with a fork.
Add yogurt, olive oil and all but 2 tablespoons of the water, and mix
well. If you need more water, add the rest, but if not, just let it be. Mix
until everything is well-incorporated and you can form the mixture
into a ball.

Place dough on a floured board if it is still a bit sticky, just knead a
few seconds with enough flour to make it smooth. Divide dough into
six pieces and form each into a ball shape. Allow the dough balls to
rest, covered, for at least 15 minutes. You can let it rest longer, too.
When I've made this recipe, I've let the dough rest, covered, for up to
an hour at room temperature before cooking it.

Before you cook the bread, mix the butter, lime juice and lemon
or lime pepper. Snip the fresh cilantro leaves right into the butter and
mix well. (If you want to use garlic, add a couple cloves of either
sautéed or fresh minced garlic to the butter.)

When you’re ready to cook the bread, preheat the cast iron skillet
over medium heat. Once the whole surface of the skillet is hot, roll out
the dough balls into circles about 6-inches in diameter and about
Ya-inch thick. (I roll the next one out while the current one is cooking,
but you can roll all of them out at once if you have a large enough
board.)

Place the dough round in the skillet and cook for about 2 minutes,
or until you see the bottom beginning to turn golden brown and small
air bubbles form. Flip and cook the other side for the same amount of
time, or until it looks perfect!

Immediately spread the cilantro-lime butter over the top of the
naan and serve while it’s hot.

Note* If you make these all at once and want to keep them warm,
‘you can preheat a second cast iron skillet and transfer the cooked ones
to that to keep warm, or keep them in a warm oven until ready to serve.

How to successfully request a gap year deferral

By Elizabeth LaScala,
Ph.D.

Some students choose to defer
their undergraduate studies to
take a gap year, using the time
to work, travel, or volunteer.
Aside from having a concrete
gap year plan, students must
ensure that they apply for a
deferral at the college they
plan to attend. The deferral
process differs across colleges,
and thus it is vital that stu-
dents understand their col-
lege’s policies to successfully
apply for a gap year.

An obvious first step is
ensuring that the college al-
lows gap year deferrals. While
the vast majority do, the Uni-
versity of California system
does not allow admitted stu-
dents to defer their enroll-
ment. Students that aim to
take a gap year and attend a
UC must reapply the following
year, and thus should ensure
that they factor in time for

college applications when
making their gap year plan.
Conversely, many private col-
leges and some public univer-
sities support gap years. Har-
vard not only allows incoming
students to take a gap year but
encourages it. Harvard ad-
missions’ “Considering a Gap
Year?” webpage states that the
school believes students
should consider deferral, if it
will allow them to make the
most of their opportunities
and avoid burnout; between
90 and 130 incoming Harvard
students take a gap year each
cycle. The school even has a
student-run Gap Year Society
to support students during
and after their gap year expe-
rience. Tufts University also
believes that a gap year can be
a “fulfilling experience” for
students. However, Tufts does
not allow students admitted
from the waitlist or transfers
to apply for a gap year. The
university also does not ac-
cept deferral requests for stu-

dents to pursue “structured”
or “credit-bearing” academic
programs during their gap
year.

Clearly, schools have
varying gap year policies: stu-
dents must investigate their
college’s specific gap year de-
ferral process. Most colleges

list their gap year information

online, but it is most benefi-
cial to call the college’s admis-
sions office to learn more

about the gap year application

process. Students are gener-
ally required to submit a de-
ferral form or write a gap
year application letter that
asks for information like the
student’s reason for taking a
gap year, their gap year plan
and objectives, and the length
of time they plan to defer
their enrollment. Students
that submit a concrete defer-
ral plan are more likely to
have their application ac-
cepted. Thus, conducting
thorough gap year program
research and identifying clear

goals for the gap year be-
fore applying will go a long
way to ensuring success.
Most schools have a May 1
deferral application dead-
line, so students should be-
gin considering gap year
plans before receiving col-
lege admissions decisions.

After learning more
about gap years and if your
preferred college allows it,
students must write and
submit their deferral ap-
plication! As with college
essays, it is wise to have a
college counselor, teacher,
or another strong writer
review the application be-
fore it is submitted. The
reader should be able to
easily understand the stu-
dent’s gap year objectives.
While applying for a gap
year deferral is less inten-
sive than the college ad-
missions process, having
clear goals and conducting
thorough research will
help ensure success.

Elizabeth LaScala, PhD personally
guides each student through each
step of selecting and applying to
well-matched schools for
undergraduate and graduate school
study. Over the past two decades,
Elizabeth has placed hundreds of
students in some of the most
prestigious colleges and universities
in the U.S. The number of clients
taken is limited to ensure each
applicant has personalized
attention. Contact Elizabeth early in
the process to make a difference in
your outcomes. Write
elizabeth@doingcollege.com; Visit
www.doingcollege.com; or Call:
925.385.0562.

Helping the visually impaired with recycled eyeglasses

Campolindo Leo Club President Luca Rago and Leos

Submitted by Bob Murtagh

The Campolindo High School Leo Club and Moraga Li-
ons Club conducted an eyeglass sorting event Nov. 14 at
the Hacienda de Las Flores. The group consisted of
nine Leos, six Lions and four Moraga residents and in a
few hours they sorted 8,000 eyeglasses that had been
donated for recycle.
Each year Lions clubs in California collect many
thousands of used eyeglasses, which are sorted,
. cleaned and sent to local prisons where the prescrip-
tion will be assigned before the glasses are sent to third
world countries where local Lions Clubs will distribute
them to the visually impaired.
In past years the Leos and Lions would usually
; process around 4,000 eyeglasses and this year’s event
Photos provided Set a record for both clubs.
For more information about the Eyeglass Collec-

tion or Recycle, contact Lion Bob Murtagh
at rmurtagh62@yahoo.com

Campolindo Le Club members
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Lamorinda cross country well represented at championship

meet, led by st
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Campolindo girls and boys cross country teams, top row, from left: Coach Chuck Woodridge, Quinn

Guthrie, Makena Weberski, Daisy Penney, Shea Volkmer, Angeni Lieben, Ellie Buckley, Caroline McCool,
Sloane Pullen, Alejandro Canales, Coach Andy Lindquist; bottom row: Coach Jeff Thomas, Alex Lodewick, Rhys Pullen, Sam
Smith, Conner McGhee, Blake Webster, Finn Jordan, Maxon Cook, Coach Megan Gentes

ate champ

F & F Pro Painting Inc.

Residential & commercial

- Interior

- Exterior

- Cabinet refacing

Call today

for a Free
Estimate!

D 925-238-4545
0 925-775-5036

Surprisingly
great rates

right around
the corner.

Kelly Sopak, Agent Insurance
Lic#: 0D03981 1 Northwood
Drive Suite 1 Orinda, CA 94563
Bus: 925-253-7700

Email: kelly@kellysopak.com
Website: www.kellysopak.com

I'm your one-stop shop for
the service you deserve at a
price you want. Call me for
surprisingly great rates and
Good Neighbor service right
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farmis there®

Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

o StateFarm

2001878
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By Jon Kingdon

It’s no small feat to qualify to
run in the state championship
cross country meet which was
held in Clovis, California. The
teams need to finish in the top
three at the NorCal Tourna-
ment. The Campolindo boys
and girls easily qualified by
winning their divisions. The
Miramonte girls won their di-
vision as well and the
Acalanes girls team finished in
third place and were led by
Olivia Williams with a time of
16:50.2, breaking the meet
record and finishing ahead of
her nearest opponent by 18.4
seconds. The boys team fin-
ished in fourth, just missing
qualifying but Tyler Hunt fin-
ished in fifth which allowed
him to run as an individual
the next week.

After winning the state
meet in 2019, due to the coro-
navirus the Campolindo girls
had to wait 759 days to repeat
as the state champions. “I'm
really grateful that we were
able to compete in the first
place, but it was frustrating to
have it delayed for so long,”
said junior Ellie Buckley. “The
short season in the spring ac-
tually fired up our team be-
cause we knew that were go-
ing to have new opportunities.
Seeing everyone come to-
gether and train this summer
was really nice and
motivating.”

Campolindo’s top five fin-
ishers were Ellie Buckley (2),
Shea Volkmer (8), Makena
Weberski (20), Daisy Penney
(35), and Caroline McCool (44)
who finished in second,
eighth, 20th, 35th and 44th,

Campo girls
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LAMORINDR
LACROSSE

&

Boys Spring Registration:

Girls Spring Registration:

spring 2022

Registration Open!

https://lamorindalacrosse.leagueapps.com/camps/2654817-girls--spring-: ;r
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finishing ahead of second
place Del Oro whose final
score was 120. Quinn Guthrie
and Angeni Lieben were the
final two runners for the
Cougars.

Though conditions were
ideal in Clovis, Campolindo
had to overcome unexpected
problems in the race. Senior
Angeni Lieben, who was the
fourth fastest runner for
Campolindo at NorCal,
seemed to have her legs and
body give out on her, refusing
to quit and finishing far back
in the pack but earning the
respect of her teammates.
“Angeni’s mental toughness
showed what a trooper she is
by insisting on finishing the
race,” Buckley said.

Makena Weberski also
had difficulties when she fell
early in the race but got up
quickly, finishing the race
with bloody knees.

The course was one that
the team was familiar with,
having run at the Rough Rider
Invitational earlier in the
year. “Knowing the course
helped us strategize our race,”
Buckley said. “We knew to get
out hard because the race
funnels quickly in the begin-
ning and we did not want to
get caught behind a herd of
runners and we were able to
keep our position.”

Buckley, Lieben, Guthrie
and McCool took on the lead-
ership role for the team. “We
had an attitude that we
wanted to do it together and
not have any bad energy or
vibes toward each other,”
Buckley said, “We let the
younger girls know that if
they had any questions or
doubts, they could come to
us.”

It all paid off in the end,
Buckley said: “It was fun just
being extremely exhausted
after the race, but it was a re-
lief and really nice being with
all of the girls, parents and
coaches that supported us,
having that moment.”

Finishing in second with a
score of 70, the boys team only
trailed West Torrance whose
combined score was 57. The
five leading runners for Cam-
polindo were Rhys Pullen (5),
Alexander Lodewick (12),
Blake Webster (13), Connor
McGhee (19) and Finn Jordan
(21). Pullen’s average mile
time for the race was 4:58.5.
Lodewick just edged out Web-
ster by 0.6 seconds with a

time of 15:53.2.

Despite the second-place
finish, Lodewick took great
pride in the team’s perfor-
mance. “All of our runners
put out a great performance,”
Lodewick said. “We wanted to
start out the first mile hard,
push the second mile and see
what we had left at the end.
Blake really had an inspired
race. He dropped 10 seconds
from when we ran on this
course earlier in the year. He
really brought it and really
pushed me to go faster during
the race.”

Lodewick felt it was more
than just talent that brought
the team together. “Our team
unity enhanced our perfor-
mances,” Lodewick said. “We
were able to communicate
with each other and were able
to get out and work during the
quarantine which in the end
contributed to our perfor-
mance at the state tourna-
ment. We’re all very proud of
how we ran.”

Acalanes

It was also a successful
season for the Acalanes girls’
team concluding the year with
a fifth-place finish at the state
meet. The team finished with
a combined score of 174 led
by Olivia Williams (1), Lauren
Yee (25), Megan Yee (30), Elle
Casselman (43) and Cameron
Powell (75).

For Jeff Hutson, the
Acalanes head coach, the sea-
SON was a success as soon as
things returned to a sense of
normalcy. “It was all back
and it was wonderful. The
kids absolutely loved it,” Hut-
son said.

Sophomore Olivia
Williams was the dominant
runner all season for
Acalanes. Prior to the state
meet, Williams won the
league championship, break-
ing the all-time course record
and the North Coast Section
Division IV, also breaking that
meet record. At the state
meet, Williams came in sec-
ond to an unaffiliated runner,
which is why she earned a
first place for the Acalanes
team. Out of the 977 girls that
ran in the championship for
all levels, Williams had the
third fastest time. “Olivia
loves the culture and the vibe
of cross country,” Hutson said.
“Of all the kids I've coached,
she is just the eye of the tiger
and is really something
special.”

Even with the success on
the course, it was the intangi-
bles of the team that Hutson
valued the most. “The char-
acter of the girls was my
proudest part of the team,”
Hutson said. “It’s so impres-
sive how they absolutely love,
respect and support each
other so well. Lauren Yee has
been our captain for a long
time but we’re pretty much of
a horizontal organization with
everyone coming together. It
made things much easier for
me, Bruno (Morlan) and Eric
(Morford) as coaches. Eric
calculated that this was the
fastest Acalanes collective
time at state by over two min-
utes, which is impressive be-
cause there have been a num-
ber of good Acalanes teams.”

Running as an indepen-
dent, Tyler Hunt finished in
26th place in Division IV and
in 172nd out of the 986 other
runners at the meet. “We
thought Tyler ran very well,”
Hutson said.

... continued on Page C3
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Diablo Alliance glrls and boys teams bring home medals

Submitted by Todd
Halvorson

This month local water
polo club, Diablo Alliance,
won a National Champi-
onship on the girl’s side

and brought home the

bronze on the boy’s side
of the prestigious Kap 7
Champions Cup tourna-
ment, at Indiana Univer-
sity. This tournament is
one of the oldest age
group water polo tourna-

| ments in our country dat-

ing back to its inception
in 1993. It is a unique
tournament as it is a Na-
tional Championship for
athletes in eighth grade
or under. Athletes from
Hawaii, Texas, California,
Connecticut, Illinois, and
Michigan traveled to In-
diana to compete against
the best eight grade and
under teams in our na-

4 tion.

The Diablo Alliance
girl’s squad is a tight
group of young women
who have been playing
together for several years.
Some of these ladies have
been playing together
since they were 8 and 9
years old. They have al-
ways been a highly com-
petitive group of athletes,
but this fall have really
come into their own.

After a challenging

weekend of high-level
play, the girls squad
found themselves going
into the semifinals. Hav-
ing suffered only one loss
to SoCal (9-6) they
matched up with SET in
the semis, a team hailing
from El Toro, California.
The game was a battle,
but Diablo was able to se-
cure their spot in the
Championship game with
an 17-11 win. A couple
hours later they hopped
back in the tank for a re-
demption battle with the
team handing them their
only loss of the tourna-
ment, Socal, from Tustin,
California. The girls were
prepped and ready to go
and after an amazing 4
quarters of total team
play, they were victorious
11-7.

The boy’s squad had
a similar path to the

medal stand but with a
tough loss to Greenwich
(18-12) in the semifinals
found themselves
matched up with SoCal in
the third-place match.
Like the girl’s team, they
too had suffered an ear-
lier loss to SoCal in
bracket play 13-7 but
were ready to put it all on

Photos provided

the line to bring home a
medal. The boys jumped
out to an early lead and
never looked back, win-
ning in illustrious fashion
13-6. This is a historic win
for this group as it is the
first National Tourna-
ment where a Diablo Al-
liance boys’ team has
taken home a medal.

Boys’ soccer team champions
e Submitted by

From left, back row: assistant coach Keith Klohn, head
coach Kevin McClure, assistant coach Michael Chaffin;

Photo provided

middle row: Calvin Zhu, Caleb Thoms, Andrew Morgan,
Chase Polsky, Logan Bui, Brendan Sproul, Garin Luster;
bottom row: James McGinley, Andrew Desai, Owen Klohn,
Camden Stern, Brady McClure, Conner Chaffin

*48 Michael
g Chaffin

The Lamorinda
soccer team, East
Bay Eclipse Lunar
2013 boys, won the
B California Com-

B petitive Soccer
League this fall.
The team went
undefeated the
entire season, al-
lowed only 6 goals
scored against,

® and scored 61
goals. Congratula-
tions to these
hard-working boys
for the memorable
season.

Submitted by April Murphy

The Lady Matadors we're the team to
beat this past high school water polo
season. Stacked with multiple quality
and talented players gave them depth
and the key to their success. The
achievements of this team are something
to be proud of, special and rare. Coach
John Roemer, new to the school but a

Miramonte girls water polo team
NCS and CIF NorCal champions

seasoned veteran, set the framework, lay
the foundation and the team took it from
there.

Lamorinda has for many years gen-
erated water polo talent across the
board, both men and women players
coming from different high schools go-
ing on to play in college and some the
Olympics. This year was the year of the
Lady Mats; it was their time to shine.

Classified « Classified « Classified  Classified « Classified « Classified « Classified

Science Tutor by Stanford Grad./
Credentialed Teacher/Prof,, 15 yrs exp.:
MoragaAcademicConsulting.com

Custom Quahty Fencing

TEKENS

REDW 00D FENCING

i[, | 925-938-9836

. Good Nelghbor Fence

» Deer Fencing

» Picket/Split Rail

* RV Gates

« Trellis and Arbors

» Retaining Walls

* Insurance/Storm Repairs

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

Announcements

NEW AUTHORS WANTED!
Page Publishing will help you
self-publish your own book.
FREE author submission Kkit!
Limited offer! Why wait? Call
now: 1-855-667-0380 (Cal-SCAN)

Senior Platform Product
Managers sought by
Rhumbix, Inc., Orinda, CA to
dsgn & dvlp Rest APIs, etc.
May Telecommute. Deg'd
applcnts exp'd w/ intgratns
invlvg major cloud dstnatns
etc., send resume to drew@
rhumbix.com & refer to “SPPM”

Fencing and More

Java Fence (925) 957 1628
Decks, Hog Wire, Arbors,
Stairs, Trellis, Deer Fence,

Chicken coop, Green house

CCL 880556, Free Est

UPDATE YOUR HOME with
Beautiful New Blinds & Shades.
FREE in-home estimates make it
convenient to shop from home.
Professional installation. Top
quality - Made in the USA.

Call for free consultation:
1-877-438-0330. Ask about our
specials! (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, BOAT OR
RV TO HELP HOMELESS PETS.
PETS ALIVE IS A CALIFORNIA,
501-C-3 NONPROFIT.
GUARANTEED TAX DEDUCTIONS.
PAPERWORK EXPERTS, FREE
QUOTE AND PICK UP. ASK
ABOUT FREE 7 DAY VACATION
OR $200 VISA GIFT CARD.
LAPETSALIVE.ORG
1-833-772-2632 (Cal-SCAN)

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule a
FREE LeafFilter estimate today.
15% off Entire Purchase. 10%
Senior & Military Discounts.
Call 1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

Become a Published Author.
We want to Read Your Book!
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920 Book
manuscript submissions cur-
rently being reviewed. Com-
prehensive Services: Consulta-
tion, Production, Promotion
and Distribution. Call for Your
Free Author's Guide
1-877-538-9554 or visit
http://dorranceinfo.com/Cali
(Cal-SCAN)

2 DAY FIREARMS AUCTION
LIVE & ONLINE. December
10th 2pm & 11th 10am. 1500+
LOTS. Military, Sporting &
Modern Firearms.
www.montroseauction.com
478-376-4559 GAL2006

House Cleaning

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Structural Repairs

Alameda Engineering
DRAINAGE SYSTEMS
RETAINING WALLS
510-537-6550
General Engineering Contractors
Lic. # 562641
alamedaengineering@comcast.net
alameda-engineering.com

JFKvs. CIA
www.jfkvscia.com
www.youtube.com/jfkcia
(SCAN)

Cable/Satellite TV

DIRECTYV - Watch your favorite

live sports, news and enter-
tainment anywhere. More top
premium channels than DISH.
Restrictions apply. Call IVS -
1-888-641-5762. (Cal-SCAN)

Cable/Internet Services

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. Includes

1TB of data per month. Get
More For Your High-Speed
Internet Thing. Ask us how to
bundle and SAVE! Geo & svc

restrictions apply. Call us today

1-855-397-7909. (Cal-SCAN)

Financial Services

Over $10K in Debt? Be debt
free in 24 to 48 months. No
upfront fees to enroll. A+ BBB
rated. Call National Debt Relief
1-888-231-4274. (Cal-SCAN)

Tile Setting

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters
Cliff 510-697-1125

# Quetzal Handyman

NO JOBTOO SMALL
Y Electrical, plumbing,
concrete, driveways & more...
Please call Carlos Toledo
510-689-7490

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

SAVE BIG on HOME INSUR-
ANCE! Compare 20 A-rated
insurances companies. Get a
quote within minutes. Aver-
age savings of $444/year! Call
1-844-410-9609! (M-F 8am-
8pm Central) (Cal-SCAN)

Miscellaneous

The difference in winning and
losing market share is how
businesses use their advertis-
ing dollars. CNPA's Advertising
Services' power to connect to
nearly 13 million of the state’s
readers who are an engaged
audience, makes our services an
indispensable marketing solu-
tion. For more info call

Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 or
cecelia@cnpa.com

Use Happy Jack® ToneKote on
dogs & cats to insure a warm
winter coat, prevent

shedding & eliminate doggy
odor. At Tractor Supply®
(www.fleabeacon.com)
(Cal-SCAN)

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

WE HOP TOIT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Real Estate Loans

RETIRED COUPLE $555 for
business purpose Real Estate
loans. Credit unimportant. V.I.P.
Trust Deed Company www.vip-
loan.com Call 1-818-248-0000.
Broker-principal DRE 01041073.
No consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

Looking for assisted living,
memory care, or independent
living? A Place for Mom sim-
plifies the process of finding
senior living at no cost to your
family. Call 1-844-741-0130
today. (Cal-SCAN)

LONG DISTANCE MOVING:
Call today for a FREE QUOTE
from America’s Most Trusted
Interstate Movers. Let us take
the stress out of moving! Speak
to a Relocation Specialist, call
844-857-1737 (Cal-SCAN)

$10 per 1/2" classified ad

height. Email to: classified@
lamorindaweekly.com
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Lamorinda cross country

... continued from Page C1

“He had time of 16:05.8 which
we thought was great, so he
had an exceptional day.”
Miramonte

It was a senior laden team
that coach Tristan Tool
brought to the state meet. The
team was led by seniors Kate
Riley (9), Ania Keenan (18),
Emma Wirz (36), Claire Nolet
(57) and sophomore Grace
Bell (60), finishing in fifth
place.

“The girls worked hard
for their victory in the NorCal

Championship, and it was a
great confidence builder for
them,” Tool said.

The ultimate results at the
state meet were not quite
what Tool was hoping for:
“Kate ran a good race (100th
out of the 977 other racers),”
Tool said. “We had been hop-
ing to do better but did not do
that well with our later run-
ners. It was a longer and
more difficult race than the
NorCal meet, but our girls did
show a lot of improvement
from when we ran there at
the Rough Rider Invitational

with some of the girls improv-
ing by over a minute which is
normally unheard of.”

Tool is going to really miss
this group of seniors: “They
spent a lot of time together
and they’ve all become friends
and they do the same in shep-
herding the younger runners
in a genuine way, spending a
lot of time away from school
doing a number of social
things together. The bonding
of the group has been phe-
nomenal and a big part of
their success. Kate was an es-
pecially good leader in that

www.lamorindaweekly.com

she is a very gritty runner and
the most outwardly tough of
the runners which helped in
bringing the younger girls up
and showing it was also cool
to look and act tough.”

Unlike the girls team, the
boys top finishers at the Nor-
Cal meet were all underclass-
men led by sophomores Asher
Patel (21) and Jason Wagner
(43), freshman James Jenkins
(46) and juniors Ricky Davis
(55) and Sean Soohoo (59),
graduating only Roan
Kazmierowski (62).

“This was definitely a year

Wednesday, December 8, 2021

to build on for the boys,” Tool
said. “We have a solid number
of kids that love it and an-
other solid group of freshmen
and sophomores that have
shown a lot of potential.”

Tool singled out Patel for
how he had battled an injury
all year. “Asher is definitely
one to keep an eye on. He had
almost no actual running all
season, working on a bike and
an elliptical and still finished
first among our runners.

Once he gets a full season un-
der his belt, he is going to be
very good.”

Mark Hoogs, Agent
Insurance Lic#: OM08809
629 Moraga Road

Moraga, CA 94556
Bus: 925-254-3344

State Farm
1606040

A good neighbor
has your back.

Life’s a combination of good
days and bad. | have your
back for both. And who has
my back? The company
more people have trusted for
90 years. CALL ME TODAY.

o StateFarm'

Bloomington, IL

~=|I|k1l||;1|1
Ol e el
firstCom

Member of Moraga
Chamber of Commerce

MAKE LIFE EASY
SHOP LOCAL

SO ORALATIRAT.C08

RHEEM VALLEY AUTOMOTIVE

(Rheem center-across from
the Post Office) Ft

[ _.ﬂ)
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377-6020
WWW.RHEEMAUTO.COM
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Complete Auto Repair
State of California

Brake, Lamp &

Smog Station

OFFICIAL
BRAKE
ADJUSTING

ARTGALLERY
U Vu,qow/ Gifts!

Jewelry « Sculpture
Photography
Paintings « Textiles
Ceramics « Tableware
Handmade Cards
and more!

Plenty of free pawking

The Gallery is located at 432 Center Street,

in the Rheem Shopping Center.
next door to Nations

Hours through December 24: Everyday, 10 am to 6 pm
e 925-376-5407 ¢ www.MoragaArtGallery.com

MARK BELLINGHAM
PAINTING

HIRE A LOCAL NAME YOU
CAN TRUST

925-247-0092

MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Interior & Exterior Painting Deck & Fence Restoration
Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinet Painting Dry Rot Repair
Light Carpentry Drywall Repair

For a Quick Preliminary Estimate
Email Photos of Project to:
Office@MarkBellinghamPainting.com

See our Reviews on NextDoor, Houzz & YELP

Local Business Owner - Since 1985 - Licensed & Insured

I $50 off for new clients
Hall of Taxes
Peggy Hall, Enrolled Agent

Over 30 years experience

W STAR Cortflad

(2T

A% pRACE BD. BLHTE F

e R AP OE DT

STATION

OFFICIAL
LAMP
ADJUSTING
STATION

Moraga
(925) 388-1040

www.HallofTaxes.com - peggy@halloftaxes.com

Stephen Hall, MBA, CTEC

Specializing in complex tax
situations for individuals and
small businesses.

Enjoy cooking, grilling and baking your food in
a wood fired oven. Alfa is the worldwide leader
in manufacturing residential wood and gas fired

ovens for backyard and kitchens. Made in Italy

Morasa

Now at:

i
| HARDWARE L iLF R N T 0

Moraga
Prawdly tocal

1409 Moraga Way, Moraga | 925.376.3600
www.moragahardware.com | Moraga Shopping Center
Store Hours: Mon-Sat 8am - 5:30pm, Sun 9am - 5pm

MORAGA RETREAT

MORAGARETREAT.COM

CARE HOMES
residential assisted living for seniors

professional staff, resident-centered care
private rooms, home-made meals, medication management
unparalleled attention to detail

New hours:
Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00

Sat 9-5, Sun closed Moraga, CA 94556-2005

Best Latte in Town

910 Country Club Dr.

The UPS Store Bs

Our location:
1480 Moraga Rd, Ste C

Happy Holidays

TO OUR CUSTOMERS!
THANK YOU FOR 25 YEARS OF
LOYALTY AND SUPPORT

25%0-50% OFF

v/ Shipping

(925) 376-2273

SKIN CARE & HAIR SALON

Moraga’s Premier Salon

v" Copying, Finishing
v Printing Services
v"Notary Services

www.theupsstorelocal.com/2291

v Postal Services

v/ Business Services

v Live Scan
Fingerprinting

A_LL FINE JEWELRY

OPEN -Call today!

all safety protocols in place

MORAGA JEWELERS

562 Center St., Rheem Valley Shopping Center, between Dollar Tree & CVS
(925) 376-1283 or Cell: (925) 330-2850

Service and Repair

OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY 11AM-5PM

925.376.7222

508 Center Street, Mora,
(in Rheem Valley Shopping, Cente%a

SPECIAL SUNDAY HOURS: 12/5, 12/12 & 12/19 11AM-4PM
CHRISTMAS EVE 11AM-4PM

2016 Moraga Small
Business of the Year

MORAGA MOTORS

since 1981 in Moraga. Located on ,5@"‘"
Moraga Road, Rheem Valley Shopping Center & =

Professional Automotive

Foreign and Domestic

530 Moraga Rd. * 925-376-0692

WWW.MOoragamotors.com

PROFESS/ONAL EYECARE

o P T o] m E T R Y

» Comprehensive Vision Testing
¢ Eye Disease Diagnosis
e Specialty Contact Lens Care

Dr. Wm. Schwertscharf, O.D.

¢ Finest Quality Eyewear and Sunglasses

Watch for Love Lafayette

?Bayﬁzrea home
cempanions

F P
T O Z Dec. 22
Leee Call for Advertising Ul Conpetent

925.377.0977

¢ Light Housekeeping
¢ Meal Preparation ¢ Non-medical Outpatient Assistance

(925) 330-3999

www.bayareahomecompanions.com

in-home care services

Warm & @ompasszowate Adult Care
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

Fall out

Still time to seed or reseed lawns.
By Cynthia Brian

Photos Cynthia Brian

“Fall, leaves, fall; die, flowers, away;
Lengthen night and shorten day!
Every leaf speaks bliss to me
Fluttering from the autumn tree.”~ Emily Bronté
Without a doubt, autumn is a beautiful time of the year with
cooler weather and spectacular, ever-changing foliage. What I can’t
get used to is the early setting sun and the dark skies at 5 p.m. as we
enter December. My circadian rhythm is out of sync. My preference is
to work in the garden as late as possible every day and in the summer
that means until 9 or 9:30 p.m. In fall and winter, my style is crimped,
leaving me with long to-do lists.
This past week the newspaper publishers and I received an email
from the editor of a DIY garden authority from New Zealand who has
enjoyed reading the Digging Deep columns. She sent a link to their

fall garden information that I am posting here because it includes
everything you need to know about planting your fall garden and it is
perfect for our location. How honored and thrilled we are to know
that Digging Deep is being read in the Southern Hemisphere! Check
out their guide to fall gardening.
https://happydiyhome.com/fall-garden/

Since the weather is warm and mild, it is still a great time to
reseed your lawn, cover bald spots, or seed a new lawn. I reseeded
mine a few weeks ago when the atmospheric river and bomb cyclone
hit our area with force, and the grass is gloriously green and growing.
I have always liked the award-winning seed, Pearl’s Premium,
available in California only online at www.PearlsPremium.com. The
roots grow deeper than most seeds and the lawn doesn’t need as
much water or mowing.

I'wrote to Jackson,
the founder of the
company whom I met
when I was lecturing at
the National Garden
Communicators
Conference, and asked if
there was a discount
that I could offer my
readers. He kindly
responded that he offers
a 10% discount at
checkout with the code
BLACKFRIDAY. He was
apologetic that he
couldn’t offer more of a
discount at this time,
however, due to the
wildfires and the
drought, two years of his
work were decimated
resulting in his costs
escalating to over 300%.

e Vi
.. continued on Page D12 SRR YA Lt g x
Rake gravel paths and remove debris from

garden spaces.



C

Thank you to all my
wonderful 2021 clients...

©2021 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® s a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing
Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor
sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

City Last reported Lowest amount Highest amount
LAFAYETTE 27 $385,000 $3,634,500
MORAGA 19 $396,000 $2,405,000
ORINDA 21 $1,050,000 $3,600,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

3637 Bickerstaff Road, $1,325,000, 2 Bdrms, 1095 SqFt, 1946 YrBlt, 10-21-21

1 Burton Vista Court, $3,280,000, 4 Bdrms, 4176 SqFt, 2003 YrBlt, 10-12-21

1343 El Curtola Boulevard, $1,325,000, 3 Bdrms, 1823 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt,

10-13-21,
Previous Sale: $342,000, 12-07-98

1142 Garden Lane, $1,780,000, 3 Bdrms, 2411 SqFt, 1958 YrBlIt, 10-22-21,
Previous Sale: $1,325,000, 07-12-18

1503 Huston Road, $1,000,000, 6 Bdrms, 2158 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 10-12-21,
Previous Sale: $1,000,000, 03-02-18

166 Kendall Road, $1,250,000, 3 Bdrms, 1636 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 10-19-21

704 Las Trampas Road, $3,250,000, 4 Bdrms, 2992 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 10-27-21,
Previous Sale: $1,875,000, 06-25-13

883 Las Trampas Road, $2,760,000, 5 Bdrms, 3608 SqFt, 1946 YrBlt, 10-27-21,
Previous Sale: $1,995,000, 05-28-19

3291 Marlene Drive #3293, $1,940,000, 4 Bdrms, 2705 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt,

10-12-21,
Previous Sale: $1,270,500, 05-11-15

3461 Monroe Avenue, $1,175,000, 2 Bdrms, 1056 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 10-20-21,
Previous Sale: $424,000, 04-08-02

3235 Mt Diablo Court #107, $1,325,000, 2 Bdrms, 1641 SqFt, 2019 YrBlt,

10-20-21

3235 Mt Diablo Court #209, $1,395,000, 2 Bdrms, 1577 SqFt, 2019 YrBlt,

10-22-21

3279 Mt Diablo Court #14, $880,000, 2 Bdrms, 1697 SqFt, 1987 YrBlt, 10-26-21,
Previous Sale: $555,000, 10-17-13

2664 West Newell Avenue, $1,517,000, 4 Bdrms, 1754 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt,

10-27-21,
Previous Sale: $925,000, 09-25-15

1089 Oak Hill Road, $2,205,000, 4 Bdrms, 2180 SqFt, 1951 YrBIt, 10-18-21,
Previous Sale: $1,325,000, 06-26-14

1144 Palomares Court, $1,320,000, 3 Bdrms, 1800 SqFt, 1990 YrBlt, 10-14-21,
Previous Sale: $95,000, 09-01-87

1544 Pleasant Lane, $1,100,000, 3 Bdrms, 1457 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 10-18-21

3231 Quandt Road, $1,622,000, 3 Bdrms, 2160 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 10-22-21

3397 Reliez Highland Road, $1,500,000, 3 Bdrms, 2263 SqFt, 1990 YrBlt,

10-13-21,
Previous Sale: $258,500, 01-31-03

833 Rosedale Avenue, $2,010,000, 3 Bdrms, 1894 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 10-22-21,
Previous Sale: $667,500, 04-29-03

525 Silverado Drive, $2,000,000, 4 Bdrms, 2175 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 10-25-21

790 Solana Drive, $385,000, 5 Bdrms, 2689 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 10-22-21

3530 Springhill Road, $2,725,000, 6 Bdrms, 4853 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 10-15-21,
Previous Sale: $250,000, 07-01-79

1321 Sunset Loop, $1,205,000, 2 Bdrms, 1377 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 10-20-21,
Previous Sale: $952,000, 04-23-19

637 Sweet Court, $1,170,000, 3 Bdrms, 1177 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 10-22-21

1230 Warner Court, $1,125,000, 3 Bdrms, 1124 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 10-22-21,
Previous Sale: $442,500, 03-24-04

3 Wellesley Court, $3,634,500, 3 Bdrms, 5290 SqFt, 1983 YrBIt, 10-22-21,
Previous Sale: $2,700,000, 03-29-06

MORAGA

109 Alta Mesa Court, $1,425,000, 4 Bdrms, 2785 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 10-20-21

128 Ascot Court #A, $450,000, 1 Bdrms, 858 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 10-20-21,
Previous Sale: $179,000, 02-26-01

1996 Ascot Drive #C, $480,000, 2 Bdrms, 1066 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 10-26-21

.. continued on Page D13
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REAL ESTAT

CDUDUIM
BE&SL BRTATE BEOWUE
DRE# 01882902

— GROUP

Leading FHmE

ADAM HAMALIAN

925.708.5630
DRE# 01917597

CAROLYN WAY

925.890.4115
DRE# 00947460

CHRISTINA LINEZO

415.425.3085
DRE# 01964989

JANE SMITH

925.998.1914

DRE# 01476506

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500
DRE# 01290985

KELLY WOOD

925.381.7172

DRE# 01931711

925.876.4671

PENDING

£
L

OFFERED AT $3,450,000
B.HURLBUT/J. DEL SANTO | 925.818.5500

3369 N. LUCILLE DRIVE, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $1,195,000
KELLY WOOD | 925.381.7172

i L 1.

17 SHADOW CREEK LANE, ORINDA
SOLD FOR $2,629,000

CHRISTINA LINEZO | 415.425.3085

SOLD - REPRESENTED BUYER

326 GOLDEN GRASS DRIVE, ALAMO
SOLD FOR $3.650,000
DON & PAMELA COLOMBANA 925.878.8047

LAUREN DEAL

HURLBUT TEAM LISA TICHENOR

925.285.1093
DRE# 01478540

DRE#02060294

LORI LEGLER

925.286.1244
DRE# 00805732

PENDING
-

# e S
36 VALLEY DRIVE, ORINDA
OFFERED AT $2,800,000
MATT MCLEOD | 925.464.6500

PENDING

. e

827 AUGUSTA DRIVE, MORAGA
OFFERED AT $1,050,000
MATT MCLEOD | 925.464.6500

SOLD

3260 GLORIA TERRACE, LAFAYETTE
SOLD FOR $1,525,000
CAROLYN WAY | 925.890.4115

136 MANZANITA DRIVE, ORINDA
SOLD FOR $3,310,000
TINA FRECHMAN | 925.915.0851

BRYAN HURLBUT

925.383.5500
DRE# 01347508

1069 LARCH AVENUE, MORAGA
OFFERED AT $1,250,000
RUTH EDDY | 925.788.5449

CHERYL HATA

510.912.5882
DRE# 013859346

DAVE SMITH

31 DARYL DRIVE, ORINDA
SOLD FOR $3,600,000
KELLY WOOD | 925.381.7172

SOLD - REPRESENTED BUYER
3 e

415.298.785]1
DRE# 02105225

JOY WIEHN

16 HILLSIDE DRIVE, DANVILLE
SOLD FOR $4,400,000
DON & PAMELA COLOMBANA 925.878.8047

SOLD - REPRESENTED BUYER

415.377.1884

DRE# 02047712

KAAREN BRICKMAN

3145 PEACHWILLOW LN, WALNUT CREEK
SOLD FOR $,1,900,000
S.HUTCHENS/A.HAMALIAN | 925.708.5630

925.351.5049

DRE# 01932119

PAMELA & DON

MATT MCLEOD

925.464.6500
DRE# 01310057

COLOMBANA

925.878.8047
DRE# 01979180/01979181

RUTH EDDY SHERRY HUTCHENS TINA FRECHMAN

>

925.788.5449
DRE# 01313819

925.212.7617
DRE# 01320608

925.915.0851
DRE# 01970768
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What to know about water valves

Angle Stop Ball Valve

By Jim Hurley

One of our greatest creature comforts in
modern life is the availability of hot and cold
running water in our homes. We take this
for granted because it is so reliable and con-
stant. Consider how many times each day
we wash hands, dishes, clothes and bodies,
water gardens, flush toilets, and clean our
homes. All this water is readily at hand
thanks to the pipes and control valves that
are built into the home. Most of the time we
don’t think about them because they work so
well, but sometimes things can go wrong.

How wrong? A client once asked me to
determine why only the hot water side of a
bathroom faucet had very low pressure. I
reached under the sink and screwed the
shutoff valve closed so I could assess the
problem. The faucet did not stop running
completely, but it was only trickling, and I
decided to proceed.

I removed the cartridge from the hot side
and found small bits of debris in the valve. I
reached under the sink and opened the shut-
off valve a little to clear the line of debris.
What a mistake! Those bits of debris in the
faucet turned out to be the brittle remains of
the shutoff valve’s washer and my attempt to
shut off the now open valve was futile, be-
cause there was nothing left to seal the valve
opening. As hot water gushed unabated into
the sink, I ran outside to shut off the house
main valve. The house main was an old gate

925-377-0977

Wednesday, December 8, 2021

Gate Valve

valve which slowed but did not completely
shut off the flow of water. Ifound the water
heater (in the garage) and shut off the ball
valve there and was able to complete the re-
pair. All in all, no damage done except my
temporarily elevated blood pressure.

Now, about those valves. There are three
basic types of valves used in homes: ball,
globe, and gate.

In older homes, the main shutoff valve is
usually a gate valve. Gate valves have a han-
dle that you turn and turn and turn to close
or open. The gate valve has a plate (the
“gate”) inside, which slides between two
walls to allow or block the flow of water.
They are typically made of brass and may be
problematic as they age. The problem is that
if it stays open for a prolonged period, the
slide gate and walls can collect corrosion and
debris, which can prevent the valve from
shutting off completely when you need it. An
ounce of prevention: routinely shut it and
open it every four months to keep the edges
clear.

The shutoff valves under your sinks are
typically globe valves. Globe valves also
have a handle that you turn multiple times to
open or close. The difference is that they
have a washer or disk that fits over an orifice
in the valve to control the flow of water.
Again, a problem arises when the washer
gets brittle and cracks or breaks and no
longer completely shuts off the flow of water.
This can make installing a new faucet

Ball Valve

Photos provided

difficult.

The best valve to have is a ball valve. You
know it’s a ball valve because it only needs a
quarter turn to shut on or off. The valve is a
solid housing with a ball inside; the ball has
a hole through it. When the hole is aligned
with the pipe, water flows through. When
you turn the handle (a quarter turn), the
solid side of the ball blocks the flow of water.
An additional benefit of ball valves is that the
handle tells you if the valve is open or closed.
When the handle is aligned with the pipe,
the valve is open; when the handle is per-
pendicular to the pipe, the valve is closed.

Hopefully, you can enjoy the pleasure of
running water in your home without adver-
sity. Should you ever need to replace a de-
fective shut off valve, I highly recommend
installing a new ball valve in its place.

Jim Hurley is an
independent
handyman with over 25
years of experience in
residential repairs.
Hopefully this free
advice is helpful to
someone attempting
Do-It-Yourself home
repairs. The
information presented
is intended for
informational purposes
and for use by persons
having appropriate
technical skill, at their own discretion and risk.




Melanie
Snow

HAPPY BUYERS

114 Bates Court, Orinda

25 Fern Way, Orinda

3337 Walnut Lane, Lafayette
85 Orchard Road, Orinda

244 Claudia Court, Moraga
320 East Lowell Lane, Lafayette
63 Moraga Via, Orinda

24 Orchard Road, Orinda

1090 Marguerite Court, Lafayette
16 Valley View Road, Orinda

36 Owl Hill Road, Orinda

704 Las Trampas, Lafayette

melanie@melaniesnow.com
melaniesnow.com
925.360.0344 cell

CAL BRE #00878893

HAPPY SELLERS

20 Hacienda Circle, Orinda

1509 Rockledge #2, Walnut Creek
1201 Cambridge Drive, Lafayette
45 Biehs Court, Oakland

7620 Sterling Drive, Oakland

2 Camino Del Cielo, Orinda

3611 Lincoln Way, Lafayette

85 Orchard Road, Orinda

129 Lombardy Lane, Orinda

58 Tomcat Way, Orinda

1031 Pleasant Hill Road, Lafayette
83 Tiger Tail Court, Orinda

3 Butler Drive, Lafayette

3359 Springhill Road, Lafayette
551 Miner Road, Orinda

3642 Bickerstaff, Lafayette

266 Scofield, Moraga

165 Canon Drive, Orinda

5 Pleasant Place, Lafayette

PENDING:
54 St. Stephens Drive, Orinda



Guess what's
on my buyenrs’

wsh liat?
YOUR HOUSE!

Sunre, the holiday season is busy and
thinking about a house sale may feel
overwhelming. Think of me as your
helpful elf! All you need to do is let
me know you are considering a sale in
2022 and | will take it from there!
The best time to be on the market is
| March T — May 15. Let's get you ready!
3 | All | want for the holidays is to help
= prepare your house for a 2022 sale!

pr

9 have a proven track record of) success and look forward to
making your holiday wishes come tue! Let’s chat! 72 years of experience

Amy Rose Smith .
Partner, Village Associates FINDING THE Mt FIT

925.212.3897 '
amy@amyrosesmith.com J . . .
www.amyrosesmith.com

Ny O
CalBRE: #01855959 | AMYROSESMITH En 2007 buyers and sellers

$400m, total sales

villageassociates.com | @villageassociates 925.254.0505 | It's Village. Of Course.

ASSOCIATES
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Sellers

10 Sales | 44 Total Offers
5 Cities | 2 Bay Area Counties

Sellers Sales Volume--$18.3M

Buyers
10 Wins | 48 Offers in Competition
7 Cities | 3 Bay Area Counties

Buyer Sales Volume--512.5M

Achievements

Top 1% CB Nationwide
15 Year CB Anniversary
Over $30M in Sales Volume

tHappy Holéda}/f
TomStack.com CB*

925.878.9964 coLDWELL B
BAMKER o
Tom.Stack@camoves.com REALTY v

:
BES pOLSD LTS

-?\'{5 ?"" &L" = f‘b{ l ) - 4538 Grenadier, CastroVaI-Iey

4008 Canyon, Lafayette



TERRI BATES WALKER

R E A L E S TATE

Custom-Built Campolindo Charmer

132 Moraga Road, Moraga

3 Bedrooms | 2.5 Bathrooms | 2719+ Square Feet

Conveniently situated in the beloved Campolindo neighborhood,
this custom-built Spanish-style home offers a flexible floorplan on a
beautiful lot. Features include a light-filled living room with fireplace, an

updated eat-in kitchen, and a spacious family room with a fireplace,

Terri Bates Walker built-ins and a wet bar. The primary suite enjoys a large walk-in closet,

Broker | J.D. | DRE 01330081 \/\/. . I fireplace and sizable bathroom. Enjoy access to the Campolindo

510.282.4420 Cabana Club, with swimming, a playground and BBQ area.
terri@terribateswalker.com
terribateswalker.com

Offered at $1,585,000 | 132moraga.com

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is
intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal
without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already

listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.



TERRI BATES WALKER

R E A L E S TATE

Exquisite Mediterranean Estate-Style Home

T e PN

168 Draeger Drive, Moraga

5+ Bedrooms | 3 Bathrooms | 5554+ Square Feet

Ideally set on a verdant 5% acre parcel, this Mediterranean
estate-style home features a stunning views of the hills. The
floorplan offers formal living and dining rooms, two family
rooms, an exquisite chef’s kitchen, and a primary retreat with
spa-like bath and separate paneled office. The spacious

Terri Bates Walker

level backyard offers plenty of room for gardening, play and W..I Broker | J.D. | DRE 01330081

potential to add a pool. 510.282.4420

Offered at $2,295,000 | 168draeger.com terri@terribateswalker.com
terribateswalker.com

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is
intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal
without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already

listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.



SOMANY HAPPY g
30 Sea Pines,Moraga
53 Parklane Dr. Orinda
MOWNTE FOR 25 Dias Dorados, Orinda
3423 Freeman Rd. Lafayette
MY BUYERS AND  ssmtnororinga
8 Estates Dr.,, Orinda

SELLERS THIS 11Dos Posos,Orinda

9 Sleepy Hollow Lane, Orinda
YEAR 8 Robert Road, Orinda

154 Camino Sobrante, Orinda

120 Ravenhill Rd. Orinda

63 Orchard Rd. Orinda

236 lvy Dr.,, Orinda

2 Calvin Dr.,, Orinda

4 Crown Court, Orinda
1055 Via Roble, Lafayette

114 Merion Terrace, Moraga
10 Joaquin Patio, Stinson
107 Merion Terrace, Moraga
172 Lombardy Dr,, Orinda
30 Owl Hill Rd., Orinda

78 Shuey Dr,,Moraga

653 Augusta Dr.,Moraga
26 Tappan Dr,, Orinda

21 Scenic Dr,, Orinda

G

925.980.3829 DRE# 01885058 shannon conner

Shannon@ ShannonConnercom Villageassociates.com
ShannonConnercom 925.254.0505

villageassociates.com | @villageassociates | 925.254.0505 | It's Village. Of Course.

ASSOCIATES
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VANGUARD PROPERTIES | EAST BAY
971 DEWING AVENUE, LAFAYETTE

@ F RERINGSAINKE NALFR E EYRIN E V- -REAL AR SIFASRESIERC R BRGENE E ¢ INTFHE EASTBAY

For more information, contact Regional Director, Ron Mintz 925.872.0968 | ron@vanguardproperties.com Dre#01095341

PROPERTIES

VANGUARDPROPERTIES.COM &L dyguARD

DRE#01486075
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

Fall out

... continued from Page D1

He has seed in stock right now, but, because of the unique seeds that
go into his mix, once this season is sold out, we may not be able to get
any more seed for a year or more. If kept in its packaging, the seed is
good for at least 18 months. Order now. Again,
www.PearlsPremium.com and put in the code BLACKFRIDAY.

Although we only have a few more weeks of fall, because of the
current lovely climate, you can continue planting. My jonquils have
been blooming for the past month and I continue to install more
bulbs. Planting parsley either in beds or in containers is an excellent
edible plant that will provide ongoing beauty as well as culinary
interest. I've been harvesting my Brussel sprouts and am planting
new seedlings for later harvest. If you are looking for specimens that
are deer- resistant, consider Hosta, fern, coral bell, boxwood, weigela,
and butterfly bush. Keep in mind that no plant is deer-proof.
Succulents are available in many varieties and colors and are an
excellent choice for our drought-ravaged land.

As we prepare for winter, we still have a few more tasks in the
autumn garden to ensure beautiful spring vegetation. Since the rain,
weeds have sprouted and need to be pulled as they are not only
unsightly and spreading, but they will be detrimental by providing
shelter for overwintering uninvited insects and contributing to
disease. Pull them out while the soil is still soft and malleable. Once it
hardens, the job is much tougher. Remove any dead or diseased

Maintain fountains and enjoy the trickling sound of water.

plants as well. When substantial rain arrives, it will encourage fungus
growth.

To add more nitrogen to your beds, plant a cover crop of vetch,
rye, oats, or other legumes. In the spring, dig it into the soil. The
Farmer’s Almanac encourages protecting fruit trees from
winter-hungry rodents by installing a guard of fine mesh hardware
around the base of the trees.

Weigela is a deer-resistant perennial that can be
planted in fall.
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Lamorinda home sales recorded
... continued from Page D2

MORAGA ... continued

2024 Ascot Drive, $806,000, 3 Bdrms, 1687 SqFt, 1972 YrBIt, 10-15-21,
Previous Sale: $469,000, 11-19-13

2091 Ascot Drive #128, $530,000, 2 Bdrms, 1180 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 10-22-21

653 Augusta Drive, $1,500,000, 3 Bdrms, 2148 SqFt, 1976 YrBlt, 10-29-21,
Previous Sale: $751,000, 05-23-14

831 Augusta Drive, $1,260,000, 2 Bdrms, 2142 SqFt, 1978 YrBlt, 10-15-21,
Previous Sale: $1,200,000, 09-01-21

215 Calle La Mesa, $1,605,000, 3 Bdrms, 1858 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 10-25-21

1369 Camino Peral #C, $499,000, 1 Bdrms, 951 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 10-29-21,
Previous Sale: $395,000, 11-25-15

1375 Camino Peral #B, $650,000, 2 Bdrms, 1279 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 10-15-21,
Previous Sale: $290,000, 04-28-00

10 Cortes Court, $2,050,000, 4 Bdrms, 2138 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 10-27-21,
Previous Sale: $810,000, 07-02-03

156 Cypress Point Way, $2,405,000, 3 Bdrms, 2032 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 10-19-21,
Previous Sale: $1,200,000, 04-12-04

1605 Del Monte Way, $1,500,000, 4 Bdrms, 2880 SqFt, 1969 YrBlt, 10-15-21,
Previous Sale: $643,000, 07-18-00

3 Hammond Place, $1,635,000, 3 Bdrms, 1661 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 10-15-21

53 Miramonte Drive, $750,000, 3 Bdrms, 1248 SqFt, 1964 YrBIt, 10-12-21,
Previous Sale: $195,000, 07-01-92

651 Moraga Road #1, $396,000, 1 Bdrms, 669 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 10-13-21,
Previous Sale: $345,000, 09-10-20

60 San Pablo Court, $1,920,000, 4 Bdrms, 2404 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 10-13-21

78 Shuey Drive, $1,950,000, 3 Bdrms, 2203 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 10-18-21,
Previous Sale: $875,000, 09-27-02

49 Sullivan Drive, $2,000,000, 5 Bdrms, 3408 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 10-29-21

ORINDA

2 Aghalee Road, $1,842,000, 3 Bdrms, 2994 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 10-26-21,
Previous Sale: $805,000, 10-11-04

75 Ardilla Road, $1,760,000, 3 Bdrms, 1513 SqFt, 1929 YrBlt, 10-26-21,
Previous Sale: $980,000, 05-31-13

22 Calvin Court, $2,065,500, 4 Bdrms, 2132 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 10-21-21

64 Camino Encinas, $3,400,000, 3 Bdrms, 2450 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 10-27-21,
Previous Sale: $545,000, 01-27-03

179 Camino Pablo, $1,280,000, 2 Bdrms, 1112 SqFt, 1939 YrBIt, 10-25-21,
Previous Sale: $895,000, 06-11-18

24 Crescent Drive, $1,225,000, 3 Bdrms, 1588 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 10-25-21,
Previous Sale: $1,070,000, 10-01-18

31 Daryl Drive, $3,600,000, 4 Bdrms, 3516 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 10-19-21,
Previous Sale: $2,175,000, 08-16-16

60 Dolores Way, $1,400,000, 4 Bdrms, 2013 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 10-29-21

149 El Toyonal, $3,475,000, 2 Bdrms, 2261 SqFt, 2013 YrBIt, 10-27-21,
Previous Sale: $512,500, 06-19-12

111 Glorietta Boulevard, $1,280,000, 5 Bdrms, 1980 SqFt,

1946 YrBlt, 10-18-21, Previous Sale: $299,000, 09-01-92

2 Haciendas Road, $2,400,000, 3 Bdrms, 2805 SqFt, 1978 YrBlt, 10-21-21

46 Ivy Drive, $1,550,000, 4 Bdrms, 1827 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 10-21-21,
Previous Sale: $1,045,000, 07-26-17

53 La Espiral, $1,350,000, 3 Bdrms, 1688 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 10-26-21,
Previous Sale: $1,250,000, 08-16-18

136 Manzanita Drive, $3,310,000, 4 Bdrms, 3922 SqFt, 2008 YrBlt, 10-22-21,
Previous Sale: $1,962,500, 08-06-12

26 Meadow Park Court, $1,905,000, 4 Bdrms, 2376 SqFt, 1949 YrBIt, 10-15-21

35 Owl Hill Road, $2,575,000, 4 Bdrms, 2851 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 10-20-21,
Previous Sale: $1,800,000, 07-27-16

152 Ravenhill Road, $1,385,000, 2 Bdrms, 2546 SqFt, 1983 YrBlt, 10-18-21,
Previous Sale: $970,000, 03-10-06

58 Scenic Drive, $2,050,000, 4 Bdrms, 2504 SqFt, 1976 YrBlt, 10-29-21,
Previous Sale: $430,000, 03-18-98

116 Scenic Drive, $2,500,000, 3 Bdrms, 2146 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 10-21-21,
Previous Sale: $1,830,000, 04-04-18

69 Singingwood Lane, $2,415,000, 4 Bdrms, 2826 SqFt, 1973 YrBIt, 10-27-21,
Previous Sale: $380,000, 09-01-86

35 Underhill Road, $1,050,000, 3 Bdrms, 1829 SqFt, 1930 YrBlt, 10-19-21

THANK YOU

To all the wonderful clients | worked with in 2021:
Wishing you happy holidays and a joyous new year.

So far in 2021, Ann has represented buyers and sellers in more than $50
million in transactions, surpassing her record sales total for 2020. One of
her 2021 transactions, representing the seller of a Happy Valley property
in Lafayette, produced the highest price of any Lafayette sale ever
reported on the Multiple Listing Service. Ann has become the largest sales
producer in the Golden Gate Sotheby’s Lafayette Office.

Call today for any and all real estate needs you may have—this is the best

time to take action for you, your family, and your future.

o ANN NEWTON CANE
| ¥ 415.999.0253

,‘ a.newtoncane@ggsir.com
annnewtoncane.com
Lic.#02084093

Each Franchise Is Independently Owned And Operated.

Golden | Sotheby’s

Gate INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Kyle Davis
Owner/Partner
Senior Mortgage Consultant

Stonecastle Land & Home Financial
Direct/fax: 925-314-5299
Email: Kyle@Stonecastlemtg.com

380 Diablo Road Suite 201 « Danville, CA 94526 « CADRE #: 01111347 / NMLS #: 274107
Broker CA DRE #: 01328838 / BROKER NMLS #: 280803

RATES ARE NEAR ALL TIME LOWS!
30 YEAR FIXED RATE TO $5,000,000!

2.750% /2.799% APR
GREAT CONFORMING RATES!

Fixed Rates to $647,200 Fixed Rates to $970,800
RATE APR RATE APR
2.750% | 2.836% 2.874% | 2.944%

1999% [2.155% | 1.999% |2.200%

30 Year Fixed |
15 Year Fixed |

“PROVIDING PREMIER LOAN PRODUCTS AND SERVICE FROM THE MOST
EXPERIENCED AND SOLUTION-ORIENTED PROFESSIONALS IN YOUR COMMUNITY.”

Call 925-314-5299 for Today’s Quote!

This is not a loan commitment, nor is it a guarantee of any -

kind. This comparison is based solely on estimated #gures and ""wﬂ
sy toncd astle

information available at the time of production. Interest rate is
San#= Land & Home Financial

subject to borrower and property qualifying. Stonecastle Land
and Home Financial, Inc. is an Equal Opportunity Lender.
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener,
Cynthia Brian

Fall out

Other last-minute chores before fall falls into winter include:

- FERTILIZE your trees while they are dormant.
Underground the roots are active and can use the nutrient
boost.

- TAKE cuttings of coleus, pelargoniums, and geraniums
before you prune them back for the winter. Put the stems in a
jar of water and when they root, you can transplant them to use
indoors.

- DIVIDE your peonies daylilies, and bearded iris if you didn’t
do it last month. Exchange with friends or find new needy
places in your garden.

- CONTINUE reusing your gray water for outdoor container
plants that won’t benefit from any rainy weather. Every drop
you save is crucial as we are not out of the drought woods.

- PROTECT roses from extreme temperature changes by
covering plants with eight to ten inches of mulch above the
Crown.

- ADD non-breakable decorative ornaments to trees and
shrubs as festive garden features.

- COVER frost-prone plants such as bougainvillea with
burlap.

- CLEAN gazebos, decks, patios, porches, fountains, stairs,
bricks, and other structures.

- RAKE debris from gravel paths.

Fall gardening is a wonderful way to reap the benefits of
nature. Studies show that spending time outdoors decreases
levels of the hormone cortisol, lowers blood pressure, and
reduces other markers of stress. Relaxation is the reward. When A friend'’s beautiful mature garden with redwoods and
you are working in the garden, you are exercising which is a healthy shrubs.
critical pillar of optimum health. Going outside encourages you
to get up and move. With your autumn gardening duties, your
mood will be elevated, especially during this hectic holiday
season amidst a pandemic. Spend time in green spaces to
reduce your anxiety. The magnificence of nature lowers levels
of inflammation in the body. Pollution is the culprit for many
illnesses including respiratory problems, cancer, and heart
disease. Breathe in the fresh air and experience the awe of
autumn.

As we watch the final fluttering of autumn leaves, let your
garden be a natural prescription to lower your stress and
heighten the excitement of the forthcoming holiday season.

Are you shopping for gifts that keep on giving year after
year? Books are the answer! Purchase any of my award-winning
books from www.CynthiaBrian.com/online-store. Proceeds
benefit the literacy, arts, and culture charity, Be the Star You
Are!® 501 c3 www.BetheStarYouAre.org.

You’ll receive a plethora of additional gifts with every
purchase.

Happy Gardening. Happy Growing.
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Clean gazebos, decks, paths, and other outdoor
structures before winter.

McDonnell \@ Nursery

Cynthia Brian hangs non-breakable
ornaments on her shrubs and trees.

family owned since 1933 )

Cynthia Brian, The Goddess Gardener, is available for hire
to help you prepare for your winter garden. Raised in the
vineyards of Napa County, Cynthia is a New York Times
best-selling author, actor, radio personality, speaker, media .

and writing coach as well as the Founder and Executive Chr IStmaS Tree S
Director of Be the Star You Are!® 501 c3. Tune into W+ ° °

Cynthia’s StarStyle® Radio Broadcast at I eaths Gar land Or nalnents
www.StarStyleRadio.com. . . ° . A ° !

Buy copies of her books, including, Chicken Soup for the P Olnsettlas HOhday D cCor Glfts
Gardener’s Soul, Growing with the Goddess Gardener, and d 1
Be the Star You Are! www.cynthiabrian.com/online-store. www.mcdonnelinursery.com
Receive a FREE inspirational music DVD and special . .
S B . 196 Moraga Way « Orinda « (925) 254-3713 « Open Daily
Hire Cynthia for writing projects, garden consults, and
inspirational lectures.
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com




+ LAMORINDA'S LEADING INDEPENDENT REAL ESTATE FIRM +

ORINDA

11 Ranch Road

Rare 3 bed/ 3.5 bath on 1.17 acres
w/ Gorgeous level lawns & patios.
Gracious 3826 sf home -create your

dream!

$2,795,000

ORINDA

73 Brookwood Road #13
Updated 2 bed/ 1.5 bath condo
conveniently located near BART/
Hwy 24, downtown Orinda, & top-

rated schools!
$689,000

LAFAYETTE

928 Oak Street

Storybook charm near downtown!
2 bed/ 2 bath w/ work from home
or in-law suite set up. Beautifully

landscaped!

$1,295,000

0 facebook.com/VillageAssociates
O twitter.com/villageassoc
instagram.com/VillageAssociates

ORINDA

8 Avis Court

Exceptionally charming 4 bed/ 2.5
bath home located at end of cul-
de-sac w/ gorgeous pool, patios,

decks, & views!
$2,101,500

 ORINDA

23 Kittiwake Road

Private residential .43 acre lot in
one of Bay Area’s most sought after
neighborhoods. Close to Highway

24 & downtown!

$575,000

MORAGA

34 San Pablo Court

Special 4 bed/ 2.5 bath located in
The Bluffs neighborhood w/
gorgeous gardens, pool/spa, &

private backyard!

$2,255,000

Pending!- -

11 La Fond Lane

Single level 4 bed/ 3 bath home on
.71 private acre lot w/ updated
kitchen & family room, pool, &

outdoor kitchen!
$1,995,000

ORINDA

73 Brookwood Road #43
Chic 1 bed/ 1 bath condo in tree-
house like setting! Renovated in
2016 w/ vinyl flooring, quartz
counter tops & more!

$488,000

WALNUT CREEK

iy e

310 Beacon Ridge Lane
Private 3 bed/ 3 bath end unit
townhouse w/ view of hiking trails
& walking distance to pool &

tennis courts!

$1,200,000

ORINDA

21 Scenic Drive

Single-level 3 bed/ 3 bath located
in beloved Glorietta neighborhood.
Sits on almost half an acre w/ views

of the hills!
$1,900,000

LAFAYETTE

22 White Oak Drive

Custom built 5 bed/ 3 bath home
w/ single level floor plan perfect for
family living & entertaining both
inside & outside!

$2,271,000

WALNUT CREEK

Pending!

1460 Springbrook Road
Charming 3 bed/ 2 bath Rancher
on private lot near downtown w/ 1
bed/ 1 bath guest house.
Remodeled in 2014!

$1,149,000

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 « Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505

Visit www.villageassociates.com Click on

The Village
Associates:

Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner
Meara Dunsmore
Linda Ehrich
Joan Evans
Linda Friedman
Claudia Gohler
Dexter Honens |
April Matthews
Hillary Murphy
Karen Murphy
John Nash
Altie Schmitt
Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf
Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Clark Thompson

Angie Evans Traxinger

Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward

Margaret Zucker

Village

ASSOCIATES

It's Village. Of Course.
DRE#01301392



