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Children give Santa some drawings during the Dec. 19 Breakfast with Santa event at the Hacienda de Las Flores in Moraga.
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Santa makes breakfast rounds in Moraga before the big day

By Vera Kochan

How many kids can say that they’ve had breakfast
with Santa Claus? Thanks to Moraga’s Parks and
Recreation Department, on Dec. 19 a few more kids
—and their parents — could check this item off their

Bucket List.

holidays, provided a breakfast of pancakes,
sausages, bacon, fruit, mini-muffins, hot cocoa and
orange juice catered by Sunrise Bistro and served
by the Moraga Youth Involvement Committee dis-
guised as elves. Starbucks generously provided the

coffee.

The Hacienda de Las Flores, decorated for the
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Parks and Rec Director Breyana Brandt, her
daughter Layla (12), and Recreation Coordinator

Donald Scully were on hand to keep things running
smoothly during the three breakfast seatings. Ap-
proximately 150 guests enjoyed the festivities in ei-
ther of two dining rooms decked out with red and
white tablecloths and strategically placed red poin-

settias. Over 120 people remained on the waiting list

of the popular event that was skipped last year due
to COVID mandates.

...continued on Page A10
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Town council’s reorganization takes unexpected turns

By Vera Kochan

The annual Moraga Town Council reor-
ganization process on Dec. 8 ran much
along the same lines of discord as the
Oct. 12 and 13 town council (new mem-
ber) appointment meetings. The final re-
sults were achieved with head-spinning
debates and comments by current coun-
cil members.

While still serving as mayor, Mike
McCluer didn’t waste time nominating
Vice Mayor Steve Woehleke to the may-
oral position. A second nomination
came from Council Member Teresa On-
oda in favor of Council Member Renata
Sos.

This action prompted McCluer to
speak on behalf of the norm. “The tradi-
tion typically is that you look at the sec-
ond to the last election, and you take the
top two vote getters, and those people
are in line to be mayor. If you don’t
think they’re fit, appropriate or quali-
fied, sure you don’t have to follow that,

but that is the tradition.” He added,
“And, the tradition has served this town
extremely well, I think, because it’s a
natural rotation based on people’s
votes.” Following that logic, McCluer
noted that Woehleke should be mayor
and Sos vice mayor.

Onoda pointed out that “our proto-
cols are different than what you con-
sider the tradition, and the tradition is
not always followed. Our protocols say:
3.1 Election of Officers — The town coun-
cil is encouraged to rotate the offices of
mayor and vice mayor amongst the
members of the council according to
their order of seniority.” Explaining that
Sos “was appointed in October 2018,
served until 2020, when she was elected
with over 26% of the votes. That tally
was 6,027, which is an all time high; so
with our protocols she is to be the
mayor.”

Sos made her pitch as to why she
would be an asset as the new mayor in
2022. The next year “is going to pose in-

credibly significant challenges, but also
great opportunities for us as a council,
because we’re going to make decisions
that will affect the look and feel of the
community for years to come.” She cited
the Housing Element; the Bollinger Zon-
ing; completing labor negotiations with
staff; working with Orinda and
Lafayette on updating the Lamorinda
Action Plan (which addresses traffic,
congestion and transportation alterna-
tives); and working with town staff to
achieve those objectives.

Being aware that people have al-
luded that it’s Woehleke’s turn to be
mayor, Sos felt that based on protocol
and the factors of seniority and number
of votes received that she should be
mayor. “Who has the skills and the tem-
perament required to run productive
and successful council meetings?” She
added that her comments don’t reflect
any disrespect for Woehleke.

Council Member Sona Makker felt
that she needed more information be-

fore casting her vote, as it was clear that
hers would be the tie-breaker. After
hearing Sos’ comments she asked
Woehleke, “What makes you suited to be
an effective mayor?”

Woehleke replied, “I bring more
town volunteer experience than anyone
else — over 20 years — the Design Review
Board, the Planning Commission, the
Hacienda Foundation Board of Direc-
tors.” In each of those instances, he re-
minded everyone that he was either the
chair or president. He also felt that he
has an excellent working relationship
with town staff, and a strong back-
ground in the principles of
decision-making.

With Woehleke visibly upset about
veering away from the traditional
method of town council reorganization
in favor of protocols, McCluer reminded
members that by following tradition,
Woehleke would serve as mayor in
2022, and Sos would get her turn in
2023. ... continued on Page A4
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Change of leadership at Lafayette

City Council
By Lou Fancher

Prior to handing leadership
and the “crown” position on
the all-volunteer city council to
Vice Mayor Teresa Gerringer,
Mayor Susan Candell at the
Dec. 13 meeting issued a heart-
felt expression of appreciation.

“It has been truly such an
honor to serve as your mayor
this past year,” Candell said.
“I’ve sincerely enjoyed it and
hope that all the efforts here
from myself and my fellow
council members, commission-
ers, and staff have helped to
make Lafayette a better and
safer place to live.”

The annual reorganization
that has Gerringer stepping
into a new role and Council
Member Carl Anduri becoming
the vice mayor will not mean
Candell departs the council.
She will move “one frame
over” on the all-Zoom council
meeting videos available for
public viewing and archived
on the city’s YouTube channel,
while continuing as a council

member to champion the pri-
orities and interests of
Lafayette residents and busi-
ness owners.

In her remarks, Candell
said she never expected to be
the city’s first and hopefully
only “virtual” mayor for an en-
tire term as the council hopes
to move to a hybrid format al-
lowing people to choose be-
tween attending city meetings
in person or online. Highlights
of her term, she said, were
having “spun up” the actions of
the General Plan Advisory
Committee; institution of an
earlier rotation of mayor and
vice mayor that leaves experi-
enced past mayors on the
council at the end of their term
and provides smoother transi-
tions; and the strength of the
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion
task force that held multiple
events and training sessions
and has become a “true force”
community group in Lamor-
inda and in their role advising
the council about actions it can
take to support their mission.

Candell showed obvious
joy and enthusiasm while an-
nouncing that the Park Theater
is about to finalize reopening
plans and sincerity in com-
ments pertaining to trans-
portation and circulation com-
missioners who she said were
successful in achieving goals
set for school safety programs
and improvements. Areas
where work is ongoing include
steps related to the Zero Vision
plan, vigilance around fire risk
reduction and vegetation miti-
gation and Candell hopes the
council will continue to advo-
cate for local control of afford-
able housing standards and set
goals that meet and even ex-
ceed the California State
requirements.

Vice Mayor (now mayor)
Gerringer said Candell had
provided a more-than detailed
summary of actions and im-
provements accomplished by
the council.

... continued on Page A3
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When making end of year tax-deductible donations, please
consider giving to the Orinda Network for Education to
support the outstanding teachers and challenging instructional
programs that make local schools among the best.

Donate Today at ONEOrinda.org

About ONE: In 2020 the Orinda Network for Education (ONE) joined with the Parents’ Clubs
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Lafayette’s Park Theater
Trust announces
purchase of historic
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renovation, with plans to re-
open in 2023. TPTT will be
teaming up with Adam Berg-
eron and Jaimi Holker of Cin-
emaSF, longtime operators of
the historic Balboa, Vogue
and soon-to-be-reopened
Four Star neighborhood cine-
mas in San Francisco.
Lafayette’s iconic Park The-
ater will be CinemaSF’s first
foray into the East Bay and
will offer first-run art and in-
die films, Hollywood classics,
and non-film events.

To learn more about
how to donate, visit
www.parktheatertrust.org.
For information about Cine-
masSF, visit

Classic holiday films like
“Miracle on 34th Street” of-
ten underscore how dreams
can come true with a little
luck, lots of perseverance,
and strong community sup-
port. After three and a half
years of countless hours and
tireless effort, the all-
volunteer nonprofit Park
Theater Trust (TPTT) an-
nounced its own “Miracle on
Golden Gate Way” in
Lafayette after successfully
closing escrow and now own-
ing, on behalf of the entire
Lafayette community, the
iconic Park Theater.

The sale closed on Dec.
16 and now the Trust is
ramping up its community-
wide fundraising to bring in

https://www.cinemasf.com/
the $5 million needed for the
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Lamorinda Music
co-owner named the 2022
Business Person of the Year

John McCormick and Jay Lifson

John McCormick, 2020-21
Lafayette Chamber board
president and co-owner

of Lamorinda Music with wife
Colleen McCormick (who was
named the 2013 Business Per-
son of the Year), has been
named Lafayette's 2022 Busi-
ness Person of the Year. John
McCormick joins a long list of
business owners who have
given of their time, money or

Photo provided

energy to help make Lafayette
a healthy community where
people will want to live, work
and shop, while promoting
and maintaining a healthy
business climate and preserv-
ing and enhancing the quality
of life in Lafayette. Lamorinda
Weekly will feature Mc-
Cormick and Lamorinda Mu-
sic in an upcoming issue.

—J. Wake

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Change of leadership

... continued from Page A2

While sharing comments she
had received in emails or by
word-of-mouth from residents
expressing appreciation for
Candell’s interactions with
members of the community,
Gerringer said she now has a
rapidly-filling calendar that
lends shades of trepidation to
her efforts to maintain Can-
dell’s highly energetic agenda
and elevated standards.

Even so, Gerringer proved
she is an equal match to her
predecessor’s ambitious goal-
setting. After thanking her fel-
low council members for be-
ing a “cohesive team” that has
“moments of fun” while also
addressing the difficulties that
are ahead for the council, Ger-
ringer said she most looks for-
ward to working with the
city’s 25,391 residents. As one
of five members on the gov-
erning body that, with staff,
work to prioritize the interests
of Lafayette residents, Ger-
ringer said she anticipates the
first January meeting will be
used to plan goals for her
term during the 2022 calendar
year.

Areas identified as of pre-

liminary importance, accord-
ing to Gerringer, are trans-
portation safety, implement-
ing the Vision Zero policy
which will be a cultural shift
for the population, providing
ample opportunities for resi-
dents to provide community
input, updating elements of
the General Plan, strengthen-
ing city-school partnerships,
continuing to enhance wild-
fire and emergency prepared-
ness, fuel mitigation and tree
protection policies. Ongoing
work with the DEI committee,
partnering with community
partners and groups to imple-
ment or host a Lafayette Com-
munity Volunteer Day that
will bring nonprofit and ser-
vice organizations together
with residents to support ac-
tivities aimed at improving
life in Lafayette, and, of
course, the annual budget will
be on the agenda for January
meetings.

After pubic comments
thanking Candell for her re-
sponsive leadership, the unan-
imous vote approved Ger-
ringer as mayor of Lafayette
and Council Member Anduri
took his position as vice
mayor.
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We are very grateful for the amazing

Lamorinda community that maRes us
feel safe, connected and inspired.
Have a wonderful Holiday Season

and joyful 2022!
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Lafayette
Public
Meetings

LAFAYETTE
City Council
Regular Meeting
Monday, Jan. 10, 7 p.m.
Teleconference via City of Lafayette's

You Tube Channel:
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Planning Commission
Meeting

TBA

Teleconference Meeting via Love

Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Design Review

Wednesday, Jan. 12, 7 p.m. Zoom
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube
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o JOYFUL NEW YEAR!

Wishing you and your families the gift of a holiday
filled with warmth, comfort and good cheer!
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Ranked in Top 1% of Realtors in Contra Costa County

Christine Gallegos | Amy S. Boaman
Gallegos Boaman Group
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gallegosboaman@compass.com
gallegosboaman.com
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IS 2022 THE YEAR FOR A NEW HOME?

CALL US TO BE READY FOR THE SPRING MARKET! 925.997.6808
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By Vera Kochan

While 13 is typically viewed as
an unlucky number in Ameri-
can culture, Moraga’s 13 town
council and community goals
and priorities for 2021 were
met with favorable results.

Before he exited his posi-
tion on Dec. 8, Mayor Mike Mc-
Cluer gave his 2021 Year in Re-
view presentation to the town
council noting either a comple-
tion or work in progress status.

Fiscal sustainability came
in the form of an adopted 5-

See public meetings schedule on this
pages and check online for agendas,
meeting notes and announcements
Town of Moraga:
WWw.moraga.ca.us

Phone: (925) 888-7022

Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org

Moraga Citizens’ Network:
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

925-377-0977

year Capital Improvement
Budget; approved initial ex-
penditure plan for use of the
American Rescue Plan Act
funds; a completed 2020-21
Year End Comprehensive An-
nual Financial Report; the June
30 $5 million General Reserve
Fund; receipt of $2.25 million
payment from the Palos Col-
orados developer; and the
progress made on unfunded
needs such as the storm drain
infrastructure and asset
replacement.

The focus on traffic safety
was realized in multiple ways.

www.lamorindaweekly.com

HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM MY HOUSE TO YOURS!

Tania DeGroot
925.259.1380

Feel free to reach out any time!

CalBRE # 01094898 tania.degroot@gmail.com

Cosmetic Surgery .
¢ Facelift 0
* Facial Implants o
*  Neck Lift 9

Nose Surgery
Brow Lift
Eyelid Surgery
Ear Surgery

Laser & Non-Surgical Services
BOTOX® Cosmetic and Dysport®
¢ Cosmetic Removal of Moles & Skin Tags
* Fillers JUVEDERM®, JUVEDERM VOLUMA®, Restylane®)
¢ Fraxel Re:Store Laser Treatment

Skin Care Services
* Chemical Peels
* Obagi® Consultation

I love to count my blessings this time of year, and
they include friends who have worked with me and/
or given me referrals—thanks so much! One common
question sellers ask revolves around preparing a home
for sale, espectally now that the market is shifting.
I’'m happy to share my strategies and suggestions
to help you make the best decisions, whether you are
renovating to stay for a while or to move next year.

Better
o HOMES

REAL ESTATE

RELIANCE
PARTNERS

www.bhghome.com

Dr. Matthew Tamplen, who grew up in Lafayette and is a well-known Facial
Plastic Surgeon with Kaiser Permanente, just opened a private practice in
Downtown Orinda to better serve Lamorinda patients.

Matthew Tamplen, MD
Orinda Office:

77 Moraga way Suite G, Orinda
925-254 -6710
TamplenPlasticSurgery.com

Double Board-Certified Facial Plastic and
Reconstructive Surgeon.
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Moraga received a $230,000
Highway Safety Improvement
Program Grant to improve
striping and signage pertaining
to multiple crosswalks. An-
other HSIP Grant for $40,000
was targeted for the develop-
ment of a Local Road Safety
Plan, along with other funding
geared toward the Corliss
Drive One-Way Safe Routes to
School; a pedestrian push-
button upgrade; and the Mor-
aga Road/Canyon Road streets
traffic studies and construction
plans.

The improvement of diver-
sity and inclusion in town in-
volved an Ad Hoc Committee,
made up of McCluer and Coun-
cil Member Renata Sos, who
met with community groups to
forward the cause. Moraga
also proclaimed Nov. 14-20
United Against Hate Week with
information on its website, dis-
tribution of posters and ban-
ners, social media presence
and a mayor’s video of
support.

Work on the 6th Cycle
Housing Element began by
identifying funding and the
creation of an action plan.
Multiple town council/plan-
ning commission meetings and
community meetings were
held in support of the process.

The town has taken steps
to rezone the Bollinger Canyon
Special Study Area by provid-
ing funds to retain the services
of consultants.

The Moraga Police Depart-
ment saw a marked decrease
in major crimes from 162 in
2020 down to 125 in 2021; and
in conjunction with the
Moraga-Orinda Fire District,
fine-tuned its Evacuation Plan
with virtual drills, sent infor-
mative postcards to residents
and continued to encourage
residents to sign up for the
Community Warning System at
cwsalerts.com.

Planning review proce-
dures have been streamlined;
and Moraga’s Climate Action
Plan now has funding for a
Town Facilities Energy Genera-
tion Study along with the im-
plementation of Mandatory
Organic Water Reduction.

Progress continues on the

Wednesday, December 22, 2021

Outgoing mayor discusses 2021 Year in Review

Canyon Road Bridge with an
expected completion for two-
way traffic in January 2022.
East Bay Municipal Utility Dis-
trict’s Phase 1 to repair the
damage caused by landslides
has been completed.

Phase 1 of the Pavement
Resurfacing Program and An-
nual Street Repairs have been
completed with Phase 2
headed for completion in
spring 2022. Design work has
begun on the $8 million 2022-
23 Worst First Pavement Re-
construction Program.

The 2021-23 Annual Storm
Drain Repairs Project is under-
way beginning with a Drainage
Sedimentation and Slide Fail-
ure Study; a completed engi-
neering design of the Moraga
Road/Hacienda Storm Drain
Repair Project; and work on
the Moraga Road Drainage
Project.

The town continues to
maintain its parks, open
spaces and facilities with the
Wedgewood Weddings agree-
ment; Laguna Creek Restora-
tion Project; the Hacienda ADA
Pathway; and the Commons
Park irrigation improvement
project.

McCluer and Vice Mayor
Steve Woehleke created a Com-
munity Engagement Tour to
discuss community issues by
surveying civic organizations
within Moraga.

While not part of the ini-
tial 13 goals, the town opposed
the MOFD study of the consoli-
dation/dissolution process and
MOEFD’s consideration of an in-
crease in Moraga’s fire flow
tax rate; the Moraga Municipal
Code was updated to address
resident concerns over small
cell wireless facilities and ac-
cessory dwelling units; and the
town council rejected the
South Camino Pablo subdivi-
sion appeal.

McCluer's presentation
was concluded with the ac-
knowledgment of Council
Member Sona Makker’s ap-
pointment to fill the seat va-
cated by Council Member
David Stromberg’s resignation;
honoring the loss of Corp.
Kevin Mooney; and the tireless
work of town staff.

Town council’s
reorganization takes
unexpected turns

... continued from Page A1l

He stressed that no matter
what, the mayor doesn’t get to
make any decisions alone; it’s
up to a vote by all council
members.

Continuing his response
with regards to what he can
bring to the table as mayor,
Woehleke made six points: 1)
making sure you know what
you'’re trying to achieve; 2)
keeping an open mind, 3) hav-
ing reliable information; 4) un-
derstanding your values and
trade-offs; 5) using logic; and 6)
bringing along stakeholders.

Moments before the vote,
McCluer made one last plea for
“tradition.” Onoda, Sos and
Makker voted against
Woehleke for mayor with
Woehleke and McCluer voting
in favor. The process was re-
versed for Sos, who at that mo-
ment took the gavel as new
mayor of Moraga. Her first or-
der of business was to ask for
vice mayor nominations.
Woehleke nominated Makker,
and Sos nominated Onoda.

McCluer asked Makker,
“Should someone this new be
vice mayor? I don’t necessarily
disagree, but I just wondered
from your perspective.”

“I'would roll up my sleeves
and be up for the job,” replied
Makker. “But, I do think the or-
ganization can and should ben-
efit from the tenure and experi-
ence of someone who has been
here longer than me.”

Woehleke questioned On-

oda’s nomination by mention-
ing the South Camino Pablo
subdivision results, and a
heated discussion/debate en-
sued between both council
members. Hearing enough,
Makker decided to jump in
with both feet and fully accept
the nomination citing her lead-
ership experiences outside of
Moraga.

With a unanimous vote of
5-0, Makker accepted the vice
mayor position, “I'm really op-
timistic and excited,” she
stated. “I have a lot of experi-
ence in leading different types
of teams with different types of
stakeholders, and I think at this
stage where we are this coming
year, we’re going to be interact-
ing with lots of different stake-
holders where we all need to
be ready and prepared to listen
to all perspectives, and I'm ex-
cited, willing and ready to do
that.”

Before closing the meeting
Sos hoped that all disagree-
ments could be set aside in or-
der to move forward in serving
the town. “We have a lot to do,
and I know this is a very com-
mitted and engaged council.
Every single one of you is doing
fantastic work and is so com-
mitted to this town and serving
our constituents that it is a
pleasure to serve with you, and
I'look forward to a productive,
engaged, transparent 2022,
with continual community out-
reach, which has already been
started and accessibility to the
people that we serve.”

Town Council: Wednesday, Jan. 12, 7 p.m.
% Planning Commission: Tuesday, Jan. 4, 7 p.m.,
= Park and Recreation Commission:

&= Monday, Jan. 17, 7 p.m.,

Moraga School District Board Meetings :
Tuesday, Jan. 11, 6 p.m. www.moraga.k12.ca.us.
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Moraga Country Club general

manager moves to Hawaii
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Moraga Country Club
General Manager Ron Haas

By Vera Kochan

A fixture at the Moraga Coun-
try Club since 2017, General
Manager/COO Ron Haas is
moving to the Aloha State to
take the reigns at Mid-Pacific
Country Club on Oahu.

Under his four-year guid-
ance MCC has seen many im-
provements in operations: a
28% increase in operation
revenue; implementation of a
new Member App (Jonas
Clubhouse Online); new on-
line food ordering; an HOA
work order app (Upkeep); full
computer system migration;
and a new mobile server
table-side ordering (iPad).
MCC is also in the process of a
$12 million club facility ex-

pansion plan.

Haas has also boosted the
social side of MCC with a
spring and fall wine fair; the
annual golf tournament; and
the popular Thanksgiving Day
Turkey Trot with a registered
800 participants this year
(proceeds were donated to
Food Bank of Contra Costa
and Solano). Not forgetting
the younger MCC members,
he created Summer Kids
Camp; sports camps; camp-
out nights and movie nights.
According to Haas, “I don’t
sell memberships; I sell an
experience.”

A Moraga resident, Haas
lives with his wife Lea, son
Prycen, daughter-in-law Jamie
(both tennis coaches at Saint
Mary’s College) and grandkids
Shado and Legend. He also
has a daughter Kiana. Living
local has kept him involved in
the community. He’s also on
the Moraga Chamber of Com-
merce Board of Directors and
was influential in helping
Moraga-Orinda Fire District’s
Chief Dave Winnacker create
the first evacuation drill that
took place on Moraga Way.
Haas developed the Block
Captain Program within MCC
in which neighbors help each
other through a fire
emergency.

Haas’ tenure at MCC
hasn’t been without its hic-
cups, and the month of Octo-

ber during each of his 4.5
years always brought chal-
lenges. Unfortunately for him
and his wife, these always oc-
curred while they were on va-
cation. In 2018 and 2021 the
extreme rains caused minor
flooding throughout the golf
course with the occasional
toppled tree. Smoke from the
2020 fires left the air unpleas-
ant for any outdoor activities.
The periodic Public Safety
Power Shutoffs were a nui-
sance to MCC homeowners,
but Haas had a generator
working in the clubhouse that
helped provide comfort to
residences in the form of hot
meals available from the
restaurant (dubbed the Black-
out Buffet), along with WiFi
and an overall atmosphere of
togetherness. The demands of
operating through COVID
were met with a positive atti-
tude. “Everything we do is to
minimize the risk factor,” he
stated. “Making this a safe
haven made people more
comfortable about using the
club.”

Making his final exit after
the Dec. 11 Member Holiday
Party, Haas stated, “I know it
sounds very cliché, but I will
miss both the MCC and Mor-
aga communities. There are
so many like-minded people
here; family-oriented and
ready to help those in need. I
will really miss the people.”
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WE ARE HERE TO HELP

those with Alzheimer’s or other related dementias

LARC is a social adult day program

that offers stimulating, challenging, and interesting activities
to help slow the decline of dementia

LARG

Lamorinpa ADULT RESPITE CENTER
925-254-3465

433 Moraga Way Orinda  lamorindarespite.org

—THANKYOU———

To all the wonderful clients | worked with in 2021:
Wishing you happy holidays and a joyous new year.

So far in 2021, Ann has represented buyers and sellers in more
than $50 million in transactions, surpassing her record sales total
for 2020. One of her 2021 transactions, representing the seller
of a Happy Valley property in Lafayette, produced the highest
price of any Lafayette sale ever reported on the Multiple Listing
Service. Ann has become the largest sales producer in the Golden
Gate Sotheby’s Lafayette Office.

Call today for any and all real estate needs you may have—this is

the best time to take action for you, your family, and your future.

4 ANN NEWTON CANE

415.999.0253

»
\ ( a.newtoncane@ggsir.com
annnewtoncane.com
I Lic.#02084093

Each Franchise Is Independently Owned And Operated.

Golden | Sotheby’s

Gate | internaTIONAL REALTY

‘Tts'like’bemng i heaven!”

—Paul Behrends, consultant

THE BREATHTAKINGLY BEAUTIFUL Shen Yun performance

is at once exciting, moving, and inspiring—like nothing you've
ever seen. The secret? Shen Yun’s works are steeped in a classical
aesthetic and timeless virtues. Its art transcends the trends and
tastes of our day. Shen Yun is your ticket to the world of classical
Chinese culture that you don’t know. Discover a new realm of
divinely inspired beauty and artistic mastery.

When was the last time
something was so beautiful,
it changed your life?

DEC 22-27, 2021

San Jose
Center for the Performing Arts

DEC 29-30, 2021

Berkeley
Lellerbach Hall

JAN 2-9, 2022

San Francisco
War Memorial Opera House

ShenYun.com/CA | 888-633-6999

ORDERTICKETS NOW!

Group ticketing available, buy 10 get one free. Promo code “Lamorinda$12” to waive all processing fee for Berkeley and San Francisco only.
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See public meetings schedule on
this pages and check online for
agendas, meeting notes and
announcements

City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org

925-377-0977

references available
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. Hauling &
) Cleanup

Call Tony

at
(925) 497-3741

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Wednesday, December 22, 2021

When | say “good,”
you say “neighbor.”

=
Mike Rosa
Agent
925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: OF45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga

P097314.1

Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

o StateFarm-

State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org
The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org
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Dennis Fay

Lamo archive

By Sora O'Doherty

FAMILY -OWNED
30 YEARS |

At its Dec. 14 meeting, the
Orinda city council, following
its usual protocol, elected
Vice Mayor Dennis Fay to be-
come Orinda’s next mayor.
Inga Miller, as the next high-
est vote-getter in the 2020
election, will serve as vice
mayor, a position she has
held before. Miller served as
mayor in 2019 and was re-
AR m Y. elected to the city council in
RIN |-..-' o 2020.

LAMO
WO RS As Fay steps up to his first

s O 0)
M FLOC term as mayor, he is replac-

3344 Nt Diablo Bivd
in Lafayette
025-284-4440
lamarindafloors.com

ing Amy Worth, who has
served 23 years on the
Orinda city council and has
held the office of mayor for
an historic five terms. Worth
will remain on the council.
Although Fay and Miller were
warmly welcomed after being
sworn in by city clerk Sheri
Smith, the real kudos of the
evening went to Worth, as
public figures expressed their
respect and affection for her.

Jill Ray, representing Con-
tra Costa County Supervisor
Candance Andersen who was
unable to attend, expressed
the supervisor’s feeling that
Worth has served “with great
respect and decorum, has
worked collaboratively to
find common good.” Ray of-
fered the supervisor’s con-
gratulations on Worth’s six
terms of service, having
served as mayor five times,
and said that she looks for-
ward to working with mayor
Fay.

Former mayor Joyce
Hawkins praised Worth as
“the queen of complimenting
anyone and everyone with
whom she has worked,” and
as “an epitome of gracious-
ness and diplomacy.”

Hawkins congratulated
Worth on a job well done,
and thanked her for her
years of service. Worth spoke
about how instrumental
Hawkins was on getting
Worth onto the council and
preparing her to serve.

The council members
read out a heartfelt procla-
mation honoring Worth’s ser-
vice as mayor. The proclama-
tion crowned Worth as “the
queen of Zoom,” being the
first mayor in Orinda’s his-
tory to lead a complete year’s
worth of city council meet-
ings remotely, “bringing city
government to Orinda’s living
rooms,” and having the best
Zoom backgrounds of any
elected official in the Bay
Area. The proclamation says
that Orinda has benefited
from Worth’s deep under-
standing of regional trans-
portation and solid waste is-
sues, adding that the city also
enjoyed Worth’s knowledge
of and perspective on
Orinda’s history.

Living up to Hawkins’
words, Worth took the oppor-
tunity to thank everyone on
the council, city staff, the ex-
ecutive team, city volunteers

Dennis Fay to serve as Orinda mayor for first time,
Inga Miller returns as vice mayor

and partners, and her family.
She said it had been an honor
to serve, and that having the
entire year on Zoom was a lot
of fun. She praised the city
for keeping government run-
ning during the pandemic,
and thanked the county for
its help, especially with
COVID. She recognized the
Orinda library, an institution
close to her heart, that has
been in Orinda for 100 years,
and this year celebrated the
20th anniversary of the new
library building. She
thanked state and federal
representatives, Congress-
man Mark DeSaulnier, state
Sen. Steve Glazer and Assem-
blymember Rebecca Bauer-
Kahan. Worth noted that it
was especially poignant that
in November the fourth bore
of the Caldecott tunnel was
named for former Congress-
woman Ellen Tauscher. In
thanking her family, Worth
noted that she is enjoying be-
ing a grandmother in Orinda,
and that her oldest grand-
child is now in kindergarten
at Wagner Ranch Elementary
School.
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F & F Pro Painting Inc.

Residential & Commercial

. Interior

- Exterior

- Cabinet refacing

call today

for a Free
Estimate!

D 925-238-4545
0 925-775-5036
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Gas Prices

/WNas

GAS
&
FOOD

-I'ﬂ-&a-. i i 'I'\"'-

22 Bryant Way - Next to Casa Orinda

Visit our Snack Shop & play Lotto & Lottery

Mon-Sat5am-12am;Sun6am-11 pm
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Take the PIedge

Properly sort packaging materials this
holiday season by doing the following:
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Orinda’s housing plan tool is ready
for public use

By Sora O'Doherty

Orinda residents can now
draw their own version of
where they would put new
housing in Orinda. The new
tool, A Balancing Act, was ob-
tained by the city of Orinda
from the Association of Bay
Area Governments (ABAG),
the agency that assigns to
each city, town and county
the number of new housing
units they are required to
provide for in the next cycle
of the housing element. Each
is required to zone for new
housing, but is not required
to actually provide new hous-
ing units.

ABAG offered a number
of free licenses to an online
public engagement tool,
known as A Balancing Act,
and Orinda was awarded one
of the licenses. Now available
online, the tool allows the
public to offer comments and
suggestions on proposed
housing site inventory.

According to the city, the
simulation tool is a great way
for residents to explore the
location of potential housing
sites and the number of po-
tential housing units on those
identified sites. The re-
sponses received through this
tool will be shared with the
city council and help inform
their decision on which sites

ultimately will be counted in
the 6th Cycle Housing Ele-
ment sites inventory.

The simulation tool al-
lows users to create a housing
plan by selecting housing
sites and adjusting the num-
ber of housing units at each
site. The goal is to create a
complete housing plan that
would accommodate at least
1,699 housing units (the city's
required RHNA, plus buffer).

Once users have created
a complete housing plan, sub-
mit the plan. The results from
the simulation tool will be
shared with the city council
and inform development of
the Housing Element.

https://orinda.abalancingact.com/housing-simulation

Orinda takes 25-year lease on Mini-Park,
allowing landscaping to proceed

By Sora O'Doherty

The city of Orinda and Pacific
Gas & Electric Co. have

agreed to execute a new lease
for the property known as the
Crossroads Mini Park, located

“l-l-‘lrih-r--l yuld- 'l.
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Vote for your favorite local
Waste Reduction Project!

Contra

Costa
Recycles
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with the lid closed

. Break down and flatten cardboard boxes
. Remove Styrofoam and packing peanuts
. Make sure everything fits in the blue cart

Pledge to recycle more and vote for a

local community project to receive a

$1500 waste reduction project grant
by December 30th.

www.ContraCostaRecycles.com

Republic Services will raffle off prizes
L from local eco-stores!
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on the corner of Camino
Pablo and Brookwood Road.
The new lease, which re-
places the former 20-year
lease, will run for 25 years
and, if not previously re-
newed, will continue on a
month-to-month basis.
Orinda will not pay rent on
the property, but agrees to al-
low PG&E to continue its use
of the land, which holds a
high-voltage electricity tower.
The city had put plans to
landscape the park on hold in
September 2020, because of
the uncertainty of the lease
status. The new lease pro-
vides that Orinda will pre-
pare and seek approval from
PG&E for activities to be per-
formed on the property, in-
cluding, the landscaping plan
and improvement plan. The
matter was approved on the

ORINDA

TBA

city’s consent calendar on
Dec. 14.

There has been for sev-
eral years a plan to improve
the aspect of the park, which
many consider to be Orinda’s
front door, so to speak, and
the Orinda Foundation has
agreed to contribute funding
for improvements to the
park. The new lease specifies
certain parameters that must
be met by any improvements,
and must be approved by
PG&E prior to implementa-
tion. The staff report pre-
pared by Parks and Rec Direc-
tor Todd Trimble states that
Orinda staff have begun
working with an architect
and have requested updated
construction costs and a
schedule for the design. The
matter will return to the city
council.

City Council Regular Meeting:
| Tuesday, Jan. 11, 7 p.m. By Teleconference Only

Planning Commission

Supplemental Sales Tax Oversight
Commission Regular Meeting

Wed., Jan. 12, 6:30 p.m. By Teleconference Only
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Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get
rid of rats, mice and other rodents.

GUARANTEED

www.lamorindaweekly.com 925-377-0977 LAMORINDA WEEKLY Page: A7

Wishing all of my clients, friends and neighbors
joyful holidays and best wishes for a healthy
and prosperous new year!

FREE In-Home Inspection,

Frank Woodward
Realtor®, Luxury Property Specialist
T. 925.788.4963
E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com

Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount

Ca||h925-:|-33-3ﬁ988 =1} H““ES‘
www.honestrodentproofing.com Rodent Pml]ﬂllﬂ

Servicing the Bay Area to Sacramento EEFERIENCE YO0 CAN TEOST

COLDWELL BANKER
REALTY

©2021 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing
Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor
sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

b i L
Photo Sora O’Doherty
Eagle Scout Sean Turney was
recognized by outgoing mayor Amy
Worth for his Eagle project at
Xenophon Therapeutic Riding Center.

By Sora O'Doherty

Outgoing mayor Amy Worth finished
out her fifth term as mayor of Orinda
by handing out five awards, four
mayor’s Awards of Excellence, and a
proclamation for an Eagle Scout. The
five awards honored the young and
the young-at-heart, going to Seniors
Around Town, Lamorinda Village, Girls
Crushing It, the Miramonte Environ-
mental Solutions Club and Eagle Scout
Sean Turney.

The award to Seniors Around

Town recognized the many volunteers
and devoted staff for their two decades
of service, providing free transporta-
tion to Orinda seniors and for their ex-
traordinary efforts during the COVID
crisis, offering companionship, trans-
portation, shopping, home delivery of
library books and materials and other
essential services to Orinda seniors.
Accepting the award were Kate Wiley,
Cindy Powell, Cathy Goshorn and
Marie Waterman.

The mayor expressed grateful ap-
preciation to Lamorinda Village for
building a community that provides
support, companionship and resources
to seniors, enabling community mem-
bers to prosper while living in their
homes as they age and for the volun-
teers’ exceptional efforts
during the COVID crisis to provide
both current services and expanded
resources, as well offering virtual so-
cial and educational programs. Lamor-
inda Village was represented at the
meeting by Larry Toy, Lamorinda Vil-
lage president, Joyce & Jack Hawkins,
Lamorinda Village secretary and trea-
surer; Kathryn Ishizu, Lamorinda Vil-
lage executive director; and Sharon
Iverssen, Lamorinda Village board
member and president-elect. Toy said
that Lamorinda Village now has 201
members, 300 volunteers and in the
past year handled 2,000 calls, arranged
for 600 COVID vaccines to be adminis-
tered, and prepared 350 go-bags for
seniors.

Roxanne Christophe accepted the
award for Girls Crushing It. The
mayor recognized the group’s excep-
tional programs to inspire and em-
power girls ages 8-18 through mentor-
ship and entrepreneurial experiences
that increase confidence and build
leadership skills, providing a vital
foundation for success in both their
education and careers. Christophe said
she was so grateful for the council’s
rock solid support, adding that, thanks
to Nick Kosla and the city council, Girls
Crushing It had one of the first events
in the Art & Garden center, and she
gave huge thanks to Todd Trimble and
all the staff for allowing the girls to
have access to such a wonderful
venue.

The mayor also handed out
awards to four members of the Mira-
monte Environmental Solutions Club:
Devon Bradley, Sheng Shu, Alexis De
Busschere and Joseph Manio. The
award is for inspiring local sustainabil-
ity by creating the Help Environmental
Assistance Restaurant Takeout
(HEART) Project and for playing an im-
portant role in creating Orinda’s new
ordinance banning the retail sales and
use of polystyrene foam in restaurant
take-out. The mayor was clearly happy
to see high school students learning
about and participating in local gov-
ernment to achieve their goals.
Bradley said he was very honored to
receive the award, and credited
teacher Miss Rebecca Promessi. Shu

thanked everyone who put so much
into this program, his team especially,
adding, “I've learned so much about
the governing process and most impor-
tantly I've learned how much Orinda
embraces change.” De Busschere said
it was a very fun experience, thanked
the city council, whom she described
as “very welcoming when we were ad-
vocating for improving our commu-
nity.” Manio agreed that the council
was “so welcoming” that he feels much
more involved in the community now.

In the last award of the evening,
the mayor proclaimed that Dec. 15,
2021 would be Sean Turney Day in
Orinda. Turney was recognized for ob-
taining the rank of Eagle Scout, the
highest distinction in scouting and
something only four out of 100 Scouts
earn. Turney’s project entailed build-
ing a horse shelter at Xenophon Thera-
peutic Riding Center, a nonprofit orga-
nization in Orinda. Turney was inter-
ested in helping Xenophon because
they incorporate interaction with
horses and equestrian skill building
into the therapy for people with devel-
opmental disabilities.

Turney expressed his thanks for
the award and to scouting as well.
Scoutmaster Kenneth Goldman said he
was very proud of Turney. He said that
it is nice to see the Troop giving back;
the Troop is celebrating its 60th an-
niversary this year.

ORINDA | $1,999,000
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Glorious 4br/3.5ba main home and 1br/1ba guest cottage w/outdoor kitchen. This is a sought-after entertainer’s dream home.

W Vlatka Bathgate 925.597.1573

vlatka.bathgate@cbnorcal.com | CalRE #01390784

GUIDING YOU TO THE
PLACEWHERE THE
BEST PRESENTE A
WRAPPED IN HUG

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. Real
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Help Wanted

for the Lamorinda Spirit Van Program
. - T iy | 1

+ Part time paid driver for the Lafayette Shopping Shuttle from
10 am to 2 pm on Tuesdays or Wednesdays, eventually two+
half days a week. If wanted, this position can also include
part time dispatching and/or driving older adults to appoint-
ments and errands. Position requires a good driving record,
cheerful communication skills, agility to occasionally tie
down a wheelchair.

+ Part time paid dispatcher to take ride reservations, schedule
the route, communicate with ’
passengers and drivers, and
prepare reports. Position
requires good communica-
tion skills and knowledge of
Excel.

+ Volunteer drivers for a
4-hour weekly or bi-weekly
morning or afternoon shift to
take older adults to appoint-
ments, errands and shopping.

For more information, please contact Mary Bruns at 925-284-5546.

E E MCVE COORDINATORS

All-Women Company Serving
East Bay Residents for Over 20 Years

COMPLETE MOVE &
COORDINATION SPECIALISTS

% CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION *

FULL PACKING & UNPACKING SERVICES
PACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

plan, sort, pack, label and help with what to keep, toss, donate, consign

UNPACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

plxcmg fornfurd, SERnQ up kiichen. sogasiiag Chetdls. capbodids dnd drawers

Insured, Bonded, and Green
Nominated by SCORE 925.330.1988

for Qutstanding heflp@carslreamoves.nel
Woman-Owned Small Business v carefreemaves. net

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Planning ahead for future fire safety

By Lou Fancher

The Lafayette City Council on
Dec. 13 received a fire safety
presentation from Jeff Peter,
assistant fire chief of the Con-
tra Costa County Fire Protec-
tion District. As the city’s new
fire safety liaison coming on-
board in 2022, Peter recapped
the 2021 fire season and pro-
vided updates about past and
ongoing county and city ac-
tion plans and steps residents
can take to improve and
maintain fire safety.

A well-known fact is that
the wildland fire season
throughout California begins
earlier and lasts longer than
ever before. In 2021, fires in
Northern California were
higher in number than those
in the southern regions of the
state. Largely attributing it to
conditions related to drought,
Peter said the annual pattern
during the last three years in-
dicates mega fires that exceed
millions of acres burned are
on the increase. In Contra
Costa County, the most dan-
gerous fires were wind-
driven. The number of fires
in 2021 increased over 2020:
in the state, the increase was
nearly 10%, rising from 1,411
to 1,528; in Lafayette, exterior
fires rose from 2020’s total of
14 to 20 for November 2021.
(Fire categories generally are
divided into structural, exte-
rior and vegetation classifica-
tions according to origin of
the fire, although any one fire
can include all three.)

“The outlook for 2022
and beyond really isn’t much
different,” said Peters. “Many
people think when we get a
lot or rain that it actually
helps out and that can help
out if the fields don’t dry up
as early in a fire season. But
if it isn’t that fire season (that
danger is imposed ironically
by rain) it’s the second fire
season after that because we
have a lot more fuel on the

ground that spreads the fire.”

The report from Peters
had some good news: pre-
paredness and planning held
most fires in 2021 to 10 acres
or less. Residents who per-
form grass and vegetation
mitigation reduced the risk
significantly. Peters said a
homeowner or property
owner who clears old growth,
dead trees, tall grasses and
shrubs “makes a huge
difference.”

The Firewise USA pro-
gram phased in across the
county and supported by the
Lafayette Emergency Pre-
paredness Commission in
partnership with the Contra
Costa County Fire Protection
District will continue, Peter
said. Enhancing prevention,
planning, resources and tech-
nological capabilities are on-
going efforts the recently
passed Measure X will fund.
Fuel reduction and safety en-
hancements that fit the $32.3
million fire and emergency
medical services measures
parameters are separately
covered in one-time expendi-
tures such as equipment pur-
chases ($18.8 million) and on-
going expenses ($13.5
million).

Most impactful for
Lafayette is a $2.5 million al-
location for grants and fund-
ing aimed at lowering wild-
fire threat through risk re-
duction programs. Peters said
because the funds can be
used to support countywide
resources. This means county
equipment and personnel re-
sponding to a fire will be able
to assist and stay on the scene
longer, thereby freeing up lo-
cal trucks and firefighters to
return sooner to other
services

In closing comments, Pe-
ter urged residents to jump to
the front of the line in their
communities and “be first” to
take preventative safety
steps. He advocated reading
and following steps outlined

in the county fire safety
guide, signing up for CWS
(Community Warning Service
alerts), developing a clear
family evacuation plan, mak-
ing and updating annually a
“go bag” kit, knowing neigh-
bors' special needs, and
preparing in advance for
PSPS (public safety power
shut offs).

Responding to questions
from Council Member Wei-
Tai Kwok about the forecast
for fires in the next five to 10
years and actions residents
and the city council can take
to be prepared, Peters said
taking advantage of new fire
detection technologies and
real time alerts will be vital.
He encouraged the council to
be keenly aware of the con-
tinued threat fires pose to a
city and its residents, have
adequate funding ready for
when it is needed, and re-
peatedly communicate with
residents the importance of
preparing their properties for
maximum safety.

Mayor Susan Candell
asked about city development
projects that will mean build-
ings in Lafayette increase in
height. The lack of a ladder
truck leaves Lafayette depen-
dent on using equipment
from neighboring cities and
towns in the event of a struc-
tural fire involving a tall
building with multiple floors.

Peter said he and Deputy
Fire Chief Aaron McAlister
plan to tour the city to look
for possible places for relo-
cating Station 15. The drive-
way exit at Station 15 is too
steep for the largest firefight-
ing trucks. Peter said every
moment a firefighter has to
spend climbing extra sets of
stairs is time used up that
could be spent putting out
structure fires. The equip-
ment such as a ladder truck,
he said, will be important to
have eventually because of
Lafayette’s increasing devel-
opment density.

Fire District Public Meetings

Moraga-Orinda Fire District
Board of Directors
Wednesday, Jan. 19, 6 p.m.

For meeting times and agendas, visit www.mofd.org

ConFire
Board of Directors

Regular Meeting: Tuesday, Jan. 18, 1 p.m.
For meeting times and agendas, visit www.cccfpd.org

A note of thanks to the Community

The Moraga Police Department ex-
pressed gratitude to the commu-
nity for the amazing outpouring of
caring and generosity during its
Toys for Tots Toy Drive. The MPD
collected a record number of toys
and cash donations this year. "Los-
ing Detective Mooney was hard on
us all and we miss him daily. We
know the community also feels the
loss of such a dedicated officer, and

individual," said police services
technician Cathy Ghiselli. "The fab-
ulous response to the Detective
Mooney Toy Drive warms our
hearts and is a testament to the

Photo provided
Moraga Police Department Corp. Craig Walker with
some of this year’s donation.

community. Kevin would be in awe
of the overwhelming amounts of
toys that were donated and will be
given to children who are in need.
Again, a huge thank to the commu-
nity and beyond for helping us
keep Kevin alive through his fa-
vorite charity." - J. Wake

Public Safety

Emergency response:

Emergency: 24 Hours

Police Dispatch: 24 Hours
925-284-5010

Nixle: Text your zip code to 888777

or go to www.nixle.com

Lafayette Police Department:

3471 Mt. Diablo Blvd. 925-283-3680

Chief of Police, Ben Alldritt
925-299-3221

Police Department Tip Line
94549Tip@gmail.com

Police Department Traffic Issues
94549Traffic@gmail.com

Moraga Police Department:

329 Rheem Blvd., 925-888-7055

Chief of Police, Jon King ext. 7049

Orinda Police Department:

22 Orinda Way 925-254-6820

Chief of Police, Ryan Sullivan

925-254-6820

Orindatip@cityoforinda.org

Lafayette Police

911

Department

Incident

Summary

Report

Nov. 28 - Dec. 11

Alarms 29
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 15
Traffic 68
Suspicious Circumstances 12
Suspicious Subject 24
Suspicious Vehicle 12
Service to Citizen 34

Patrol Req./Security Check 37
Public/School Assembly Check 13

Supplemental Report 15
Vacation House Check 17
Welfare Check 31
Ordinance Violation 0

Vehicle violations
Auto Burglary

3700 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

1200 Block Pleasant Hill Rd.

700 Block Las Trampas Rd.

800 Block Las Trampas Rd.

1100 Block Laurel Dr.

Police Department
Hit And Run Misdemeanor

Moraga Blvd./Moraga Rd.

Pleasant Hill Rd./Old Tunnel Rd.

Dewing Av/Brook St.

3600 Block Mosswood Dr.

Police Department (2)

3100 Block Somerset Dr.
Reckless Driving

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Mt. Diablo Blvd./Lafayette Cir.

Olympic Blvd./Pleasant Hill Rd.

St Marys Rd./Glenside Dr.

Pleasant Hill Rd./Eb Sr 24
Tc - Property Damage

1000 Block Oak Hill Rd.

Moraga Rd./Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Brook St./Dewing Ave.

4000 Block Los Arabis Dr. (2)
Other criminal activity
Forgery

1000 Block Via Baja
Fraud Credit Card

Police Department

4000 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Fraud False Pretenses

Police Department

60 Block Lafayette Cir.
Grand Theft

3400 Block Golden Gate Wy

3100 Block Somerset Dr.
Grand Theft From Veh

4000 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

1200 Block Pleasant Hill Rd.

Pleasant Hill Rd./Springhill Rd.
Identity Theft

3600 Block West Rd.

800 Block Hope Ln
Misc Burglary

1000 Block Oak Hill Rd.

3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Petty Theft

4000 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

1000 Block Oak Hill Rd. (2)

3600 Block Happy Valley Ln

50 Block Lafayette Cir.

1100 Block Hillcrest Dr.

3800 Block Happy Valley Rd.

500 Block Mcbride Dr.
Petty Theft Bicycle

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Petty Theft From Veh

3100 Block Somerset Dr.
Shoplift

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (5)

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Mt. Diablo Blvd./S Thompson Rd.
Theft Access Card

500 Block Mcbride Dr.
Warrant Service

700 Block Moraga Rd. (2)
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-domestic

3500 Block Terrace Wy
Disturbing The Peace

900 Block Sunnybrook Dr.
Drunk In Public

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Loud Music

3500 Block Old Mountain View Dr.

Loud Party
3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Public Nuisance
Acalanes Rd./Hidden Valley Rd.
1000 Block Glen Rd.
3400 Block School St. (2)
4000 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
500 Block Silverado Dr.
Vandalism
3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Oak Hill Rd./Deer Hill Rd.
3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
3300 Block Orchard Valley Ln
3600 Block Happy Valley Rd.
Other
H&S Violation
3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
K9 Outside Assist Request
1St St./Pacific Ave., Rod
Stolen Vehicle Recovery
1100 Block Oak Hill Rd.
Eb Sr 24 At Pleasant Hill Rd.

Tc - Fire And Amb Enroute
Moraga Rd Jso Tofflemire Dr.
800 Block Mountain View Dr.

Threats
1200 Block Pleasant Hill Rd.
3800 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
3500 Block Terrace Wy
3600 Block Boyer Cir.

50 Block Lafayette Cir.
3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Unwanted Guest
3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
1000 Block Sunnybrook Dr.

Violation Restraining Ord

3600 Block Brook St.
Moraga Police
Department
Incident
Summary
Report
Nov. 30 - Dec. 12
Alarms
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 14
Traffic 43
Suspicious Circumstances 8
Suspicious Subject 6
Suspicious Vehicle 10
Service to Citizen 33
Patrol Req./Security Check 12
Supplemental Report 12
Vacation House Check 0
Welfare Check 13

Public/School Assembly Check 2
Ordinance Violation 0
Vehicle violations
Accident Property
Moraga Rd./Alta Mesa Dr. (2)
Auto Burglary
70 Block Miramonte Dr.
Rheem Blvd./St Marys Rd.
Excessive Speed
Fernwood Dr./Rheem Blvd.
Moraga Way/Ivy Dr (2)
Hit And Run Misdemeanor
Moraga Rd./Rheem Blvd.
Reckless Driving

Moraga Commons Park

Cvs

Canyon Rd./Pinehurst Rd., Can
Other criminal activity
Commercial Burglary

1100 Block Moraga Way

1500 Block Canyon Rd.
Petty Theft

500 Block Center St.
Warrant Arrest

Moraga Rd./St Marys Rd.
Nuisance to the Community
Drunk In Public

500 Block Center St.
Loud Music

200 Block Rheem Blvd.
Loud Noise

1400 Block Camino Peral

Via Joaquin/Alta Mesa Dr.
Loud Party

2000 Block Ascot Dr.

700 Block Moraga Rd.
Public Nuisance

1000 Block Larch Ave..

School St./Country Club Dr.
Vandalism

Miramonte Dr./Moraga Way

Campolindo High SchoolOther
Failure To Obey

Moraga Way/St. Andrews Dr.
Violation Custody Order

2100 Block Donald Dr.
Other
Other Felony

Moraga Rd./Commons Park
Other Infraction

1400 Block Camino Pablo
Unwanted Guest

Safeway

ORINDA

Orinda Police Department
Incident Summary
Report will be back soon
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Has $1Mil to lend on
California Real Estate*

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING

Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker
WWW.VIPLOAN.COM *sSufficient equity required - no consumer loans

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Ly Apid i | amorinda gon Ldeals § stabe

The Real Estate Market is Hotter Than Ever!

*Low Interest Rates *Low Inventory *Abundant Buyers

V.LP, TRUST DEED COMPANY

Real Estate License #01041073

CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217
Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates,
points & fees than conventional discount loans

925-377-0977
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April Matthews

925.200.0773

Now

is the Best Time to Prepare and Sell

Call me for my

*23+ years of Experience and Market Expertise

*Winning Strategies and Guidance
*No Obligation Estimate of Value

1.april. matthews@gmail.com
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Letters to the editor

What shall Orinda become?

The Orinda city council wants to
“revitalize” downtown (theater +
village). Many residents have
said they want to retain the vil-
lage character and would like
downtown to be nicer. City con-
sultants have said that for this to
occur buildings would have to
have shopping and four floors of
residences above. The Down-
town Precise Plan anticipates
55’75 high buildings.

The state requires “in-fill”
housing at all income levels:
very low, low, moderate and
above moderate. It mandates
that there must be no city im-
posed obstacles that prevent
building 1359 new units in
Orinda. It requires a “plan”,
called the Housing Element (HE)
that demonstrates how Orinda
could satisfy this requirement
over the next decade. The HE
must include an inventory of the
sites and, based on zoning, what
income level housing could be
built. The HE must also demon-
strate that there are no safety or
environmental issues that would
preclude this. The state has also
said that no parking will be re-
quired for development within a
half mile of public transit.

The city council may yet en-
able developers to tear down ex-
tant buildings, displacing our
beloved businesses, and replace
them with tall “mixed use”
buildings that will turn our nar-
row streets into canyons. The
planning department is telling
the council that most of down-
town must be zoned for “mixed
use”, high density, tall buildings,
thus satisfying the council’s de-
sire for revitalization.

The unfortunate economic
reality is that Orinda cannot at-
tract retail businesses, not be-
cause of city regulations, but be-
cause of our limited foot traffic
and because of intense competi-
tion in adjacent shopping areas.
Even increasing our population
by several thousand will not
cause businesses to come here,
especially with reduced parking.
It is a fantasy to imagine new
boutique stores or restaurants
springing up in Orinda. There
will inevitably be empty store-
fronts in any new “mixed use”
buildings without sufficient
parking.

Yes, we need to create more af-
fordable housing for more fami-
lies and individuals. Yes, down-
town needs to look better. This
can be achieved by having the
city create a “facade fund” and
by placing good artwork in key
locations.

Orinda is a residential town
with an appropriate amount of
retail and should not aspire to
become like Lafayette or Walnut
Creek. We should do what we do
best. Retain a quiet friendly vil-
lage character with nice views of
the hills and great schools.
Charles Porges
Orinda

It’s Time for Orinda to Aban-
don the DPP

It’s time for Orinda to abandon
the Downtown Precise Plan, and
to put on hold plans to “revital-
ize” downtown. There really
isn’t anything wrong with down-
town. Yes, the buildings are old,
but they are functional, and
there is lots of parking (espe-
cially in the Village). There are
very few vacancies. The busi-
nesses are service businesses
that serve the residents; just
what a small town needs. There
is no reasonable bhasis for believ-
ing that a redeveloped down-
town would be better than what
we now have. It is more likely to
be worse: more crowded; less

parking; more traffic; more va-
cancies; less retail. The appear-
ance of downtown could be
spruced up with some landscap-
ing and a facade improvement
program.

The failure of any develop-
ment whatsoever at 25A Orinda
Way, across from the Library,
despite full approvals, speaks
volumes. Orinda isn’t going to
attract the high-end restaurants,
speciality shops, and boutiques
that some seem to want.

Greater retail variety, and
fancier restaurants, are nearby;
they don’t need to be physically
located in “Orinda.” Many
Orinda residents live closer to
downtown Lafayette than to
downtown Orinda.

The notion that downsizing
seniors who want to stay in
Orinda will be accommodated is
false. Given that the market fa-
vors construction of rental units
over for sale units, there will be
few units that seniors can pur-
chase in order to downsize. They
will be forced to rent if they
wish to remain in Orinda. A se-
nior selling a house that has
been owned for decades, who
becomes a renter, will also incur
a substantial capital gains tax.

Finally, we should be loyal
to, and have empathy for, the lo-
cal small business owners and
their employees, who have
served us well for decades. De-
stroying the buildings they oc-
cupy will destroy their liveli-
hoods. You cannot feasibly relo-
cate restaurants or many of the
other businesses. And the own-
ers of new buildings will charge
unaffordable higher rents due to
acquisition and construction
costs and property taxes.

The DPP should be aban-
doned.

Nick Waranoff
Orinda

Vice Mayor Steve Woehleke de-
nied as next Moraga mayor

In a 3-2 vote the Moraga Town
Council defied a 47 year old tra-
dition and denied Steve
Woehleke as the next Mayor.
This tradition was rarely vio-
lated in 47 years and has served
the Town well avoiding conflict.

Renata Sos, Teresa Onoda
and new Sona Makker voted
against Steve, tossing aside the
tradition calling for Woehleke as
Mayor in 2022 and Sos as Mayor
in 2023.

This was Makker’s second
regular Council meeting and she
chose not to follow the Town’s
tradition. Makker was elected as
Vice Mayor.

This self serving action by
Sos and Onoda is an outrageous
affront to Town tradition and to
an eminently qualified Moraga
leader and outstanding col-
league. Sos’/Onoda’s rationale
was a weak, “it’s an important
year, a better Presiding Officer”.
Steve has 18 years of town gov-
ernment experience to Sos’ 5
years.

This isn’t the first time Sos
defied tradition for her own self
interest. In December 2019, Sos
attempted to bypass tradition by
accepting the nomination of Vice
Mayor and only withdrawing af-
ter negative feedback.

Mike McCluer
Moraga

Town Mayor election protocol

Recent criticism of the Moraga
Town Council’s appointment of
Renata Sos as the new Mayor
warrants a factual review of the
relevant sentences in the Town
Council’s adopted protocol 3.1
(from the Town’s website).

“The election or removal of
the Mayor or Vice Mayor re-

Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and not necessarily those of the
Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will include the writer's name and city/town of residence -- we
will only accept letters from those who live in, or own a business in, the communities comprising
Lamorinda (please give us your phone number for verification purposes only). Letters must be factually
accurate and be 350 words or less; letters of up to 500 words will be accepted on a space-available
basis. Visit www.lamorindaweekly.com for submission guidelines. Email: letters@lamorindaweekly.com;
Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

quires at least three (3) affirma-
tive votes.... The Town Council is
encouraged to rotate the offices
of Mayor and Vice Mayor
amongst the members of the
Council according to their order
of seniority (considering only
the Town’s two most recent elec-
tion cycles) as appropriate.”

Thus, a majority of the
members of the Council are sup-
posed to elect whomever they
believe is most suited to the job
and are explicitly encouraged to
consider seniority in that deci-
sion. Sos is currently the most
senior member of the Council
having served more than 3
years.

This time, a majority of the
Council considered her to be the
best choice to be Mayor for the
coming year. They are obligated
to act in accordance with what
they believe is in the best inter-
est of the Town. Sos has proven
herself to be an effective leader
who has served Moraga with in-
telligence, maturity, and dedica-
tion. Her appointment as Mayor
is good news for Moraga.
Maridel Moulton
Moraga

Mayor election discussion

In a remarkable display of
hubris, on Dec. 8, 2021, at the
Moraga Town Council meeting,
Council member Sos declared
herself to be an extraordinary
leader, with leadership skills su-
perior to those of Council mem-
ber Woehleke. In light of prior
Council practice where the Vice-
Mayor becomes the next Mayor,
I found it very surprising that
Council member Onoda nomi-
nated Sos to be Mayor and that
the newly sworn-in Council
member Makker then an-
nounced that she had questions
for the two candidates.

The three elected Sos the
Mayor, defying more than 40
years of practice to bypass Coun-
cil Member Woehleke, who is
perfectly capable to be Mayor.
In my opinion, this was a serious
lapse of judgment by all three, as
witnessed by the firestorm of ob-
jections filed by more than 100
community members on
Nextdoor Neighbor within little
more than a day. Those objec-
tions reflected serious concerns
about the integrity of Sos and
the others, and whether the
Council under their control
could be trusted. While some
called for a recall election, the
recall process is long, expensive
and inevitably divisive.

With the passage of time, I
am hopeful that everyone, and
especially Sos, can step back and
consider a fresh start. The Town
is a human enterprise. People in
charge of human enterprises
sometimes make mistakes. In
my opinion, a series of mistakes
were made resulting in a bad
outcome, not just for Woehleke
but for the Town.

Sos claims to be a good
leader. Good leaders who make
mistakes swallow their pride
and try to correct their mis-
takes. I hope that Sos is a good
leader who understands that she
has made a mistake - a mistake
that has harmed the trust that
the community should have in
the Town Council. This situation
is not irretrievable. There is a
simple correction: hold a new
election for Mayor, appoint
Woehleke as Mayor and Sos as
Vice Mayor. Sos can take her
turn as Mayor in 2023, under the
normal practice. Some resent-
ments may remain, but the
health of the enterprise should
take precedence over resent-
ments. Hopefully, she sees that
this would be true leadership —
an act to be taken without feel-
ing any embarrassment.

Fred Weil
Moraga

Woehleke support

I want Steve Woehleke to be the

next Mayor of Moraga. His qual-
ifications are obvious. Having
lived in Moraga since 1975, I've
always tried to find at least one
council member that I felt com-
fortable communicating with
and recently Steve has been one
of those. I ask questions, make
suggestions, and sometimes even
complain. Steve always gives
me a straight forward honest an-
swer and will do his best to solve
any problems I have.

Pete Williams

Moraga

More Moraga mayor decision-
making process

After the Moraga Town Council
meeting of Dec. 8, 2021, several
people posted critical comments
on Next Door regarding the se-
lection of Renata Sos as Moraga’s
next mayor. First, some people
claimed that Steve Woehleke was
entitled to be the mayor because
of a tradition of choosing the
person who had the most votes
at the second to the last election.
This is a democracy, not a
monarchy. The Town’s protocol
“encourages” a rotation of posi-
tions according to Council mem-
bers’ seniority. Putting aside
who is best for the job, Ms. Sos is
the longest serving Councilmem-
ber, having been appointed to
the Council before Mr. Woehleke
was elected.

Second, some people
claimed that Ms. Sos, Ms. Onoda,
and Ms. Makker violated the
Brown Act before the Council
meeting. No one has presented
any evidence to support the
claim. The allegation is defama-
tory because violations of the
Brown Act can be punished
criminally. Those who made the
accusation ought to withdraw it
publicly.

For those who have ques-
tions about the decision-making
process, I suggest you watch the
last hour of the Dec. 8 council
meeting online. Ms. Sos’s tone,
intelligence, and explanation for
why she believed herself to be
the best choice were impressive.
On the other hand, Mr.
Woehleke attacked Ms. Onoda
and Ms. Sos personally, claiming
they should “apologize” for their
votes on a proposed project that
was rejected 4-1, with Mr.
Woehleke the sole dissenter.

In supporting Mr. Woehleke,
Mr. McCluer did not identify
qualities that made Mr.
Woehleke a good choice, but in-
stead improperly suggested Ms.
Sos bore some responsibility for
an embezzlement at the Moraga
Community Foundation. There
are no credible accusations that
people other than Bob Fritzky
were at fault for the embezzle-
ment. To suggest otherwise is ir-
responsible.

In the end, Mr. Woehleke re-
vealed himself as resentful and
inclined to ad hominem attacks,
and as someone who personal-
izes political decisions and car-
ries grudges when his views are
not accepted by others. He is not
the best person to be mayor.
David W. Shapiro
Moraga

Moraga’s ruling oligarchy

I communicate this view as an
individual, not representing the
town of Moraga.

The Moraga Town Council
has a long-standing tradition
and protocol of selecting Mayor
for each one-year term based on
a set of election criteria, not per-
sonal preference. Not only does
this tradition recognize that
each Town Council member is
there to represent all citizens of
Moraga, it helps prevent ruling
“power blocks”.

On December 8, 2021, three
members of the Town Council ig-
nored the tradition without
cause (see video recording at
Moraga web site). Not only did
this vote break Moraga’s tradi-
tion and create a very poor tone

for 2022, it likely formalized
Moraga’s ruling oligarchy, an oli-
garchy not necessarily repre-
senting all of Moraga’s citizens
without bias. The door is now
open for future abuses.

I encourage Moraga citizens
to practice the basic form of
democracy and make your
voices heard. Petition the Town
Council by letters and verbally
during Council meetings, run for
office, and ensure you vote for
candidates who will represent
the best interests of all Moraga
citizens.

Steve Woehleke
Moraga

Dysfunctional council

When Renata Sos was appointed
to the Moraga Town Council in
2018 and Mike McCluer and
Steve Woehleke were elected in
the subsequent election, I
thought Moraga had finally en-
tered something resembling the
Age of Enlightenment. I have
learned in the last week that this
was another illusionary dream.
So now, instead of fixing roads,
drains and property issues, Mor-
aga will once again have to deal
with another dysfunctional
Council.

Congratulations to all the
puppeteers who created this! I
hope you know who you are. I
wish I did!

Caroline Wood
Moraga

Time to move on

I'm chagrined and personally
disappointed to see all the caus-
tic vitriol arising from Renata
Sos becoming Moraga’s newest
Mayor.

Let’s put this whole matter
in its proper context.

Moraga is a very small
town. At last count, with just
over 18,000 residents.

Unfortunately, like the rest
of the country, we’re also part of
a very troubled world that’s
dealing with critical challenges
from a worsening climate, do-
mestic and international politi-
cal unrest and growing crime.

In that context, it strikes me
that we might be putting the
“emphasis on the wrong sylla-
ble“ (i.e. how can the simple as-
cension to Mayor of a small
town generate so much anger
and so many false
accusations??).

I'had an opportunity to
work with Renata during the
Town’s successful campaign to
install surveillance cameras.
I've since grown to admire her
professionalism, integrity and
commitment to our Town.

She enjoyed a successful 25-
year career as a practicing attor-
ney, eventually becoming a part-
ner with PricewaterhouseCoop-
ers.

Now, as our Mayor, I'm con-
fident she will apply her knowl-
edge, significant business experi-
ence and commitment ... always
to the very best interests our lit-
tle community.

So ... it’s time to move on.
Paul Cohune
Moraga

A note from the Editor

Unlike social media platforms,
Letters to the Editor submissions
must be accurate, cannot involve
personal attacks on people or
businesses, cannot be defama-
tory, and cannot include charges
without verifiable information to
be considered for publication.
This includes implications of im-
propriety without backup docu-
mentation to support those
claims. We hope Letters to the
Editor can continue to be a way
to facilitate a healthy dialogue
within the community.

Jennifer Wake

Editor
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FOR A FREE Since 1993!

Tom Gieryng, owner and operator
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WENERQL CENTRACTER

Happy Holidays

TO OUR CUSTOMERS!
THANK YOU FOR 25 YEARS OF
LOYALTY AND SUPPORT

25%0-50% OFF
ALL FINE JEWELRY
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MORAGA JEWELERS

562 Center St., Rheem Valley Shopping Center, between Dollar Tree & CVS
(925)376-1283 or Cell: (925) 330-2850
OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY 11AM-5PM

CHRISTMAS EVE 11AM-4PM

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Single Family Home Customers - 2022 Holiday Tree Collection Schedule

Your tree pickup will be on the same day as your regular garbage service but by a separate truck.
Regular service will not be affected for Christmas and New Year’s Day because they fall on a Saturday.

Week of Jan 3-7

Customers in Walnut Creek, Danville, Alamo, Diablo,
and Blackhawk (including unincorporated areas).

Week of Jan 10-14

Customers in Lafayette, Orinda, and Moraga
(including unincorporated areas).

Week of Jan 17-21

Customers who missed prior tree collection.

AFTER Jan 21

If possible, cut tree and place in organics cart with lid closed,
or call (925) 685-4711 to schedule a pick-up for a fee.

Tree Pickup Do’s & Don'ts

-

+ Remove lights, ornaments, and tinsel before placing at curbside.

+ Trees over 8 must be cutin half.

+ Flocked trees can be collected using your annual on-call garbage
cleanup at no cost, but must be scheduled in advance. Call (925)
685-4711. If cut to fit inside with lid closed, flocked trees may be
placed in your black landfill cart.

+ Do notleave stands (whether plastic, metal, or wood) on the tree.
Trees with these items still attached cannot be picked up.

Leave trees at curbside

on the same day as
your regular collection
day, during your city’s
assigned week.

COLLECTED TREES
WILL BE COMPOSTED.

R. 00y
%y _Regycle
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Santa makes breakfast rounds in Moraga
before the bhig day

... continued from Page A1

When Santa arrived with
his sack full of candy canes
to mingle with the breakfast-
ing guests, children were ei-
ther terrified, mesmerized or
conversationally occupied
with the man of the hour.
Some even gifted Santa with
handmade pictures they col-
ored at home; expressing
their love through art, from

the heart.

After breakfast, Santa sat
in a comfy chair next to the
Christmas tree as children
lined up to sit on his lap for a
photo op and the traditional
hint of what they’d like to see
under their tree on Christ-
mas morning. One parent
asked if it was okay for the
kids to take off their masks
for the picture, to which
Scully replied, “Sure, Santa
got his booster shot from

every country possible.”
While a few kids were
hesitant to approach Santa
on an up-close-and-personal
level (because meeting one’s
idol can be a bit daunting),
the moment he asked them
what they wanted ol’ Saint
Nick to deliver, the verbal
floodgates opened and entire
lists were rattled off without
hesitation. Better add a U-
Haul to that sled, Santa!

—Aarmest” Weliday (\ishes—

FROM ALL OF US AT DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP

We want to thank the Lamorinda Weekly readership for the support it has shown
during this unprecedented time. We're so grateful to be part of this amazing community,

and we look forward to serving your real estate needs in the coming year.

Sincerely wishing you and those you love much joy this holiday season

and a healthy and prosperous New Year.

CHRISTINA LINEZO  JANE & DAVE SMITH

925.998.1914
DRE# 01476506

-
Jl

CHERYL HATA

510.912.5882
DRE# 013859346

b=} p
KAAREN BRICKMAN

925.351.5049
DRE# 01932119

CAROLYN WAY
925.890.4115

DRE# 00947460

JOY WIEHN

415.3771884
DRE# 02047712

JULIE DEL SANTO

925.818.5500
DRE# 01290985

i
ADAM HAMALIAN

925.708.5630
DRE# 01917597

BRYAN HURLBUT

925.383.5500
DRE# 01347508

415.425.3085
DRE# 01964989

PAMELA & DON

KELLY WOOD LAUREN DEAL LISA TICHENOR LORI LEGLER MATT MCLEOD RUTH EDDY SHERRY HUTCHENS TINA FRECHMAN
925.381.7172 925.876.4671 9252851093 925.286.1244 925.464.6500 COLOMBANA 925.788.5449 925.212.7617 925.915.0851
DRE# 01931711 DRE#02060294 DRE# 01478540 DRE# 00805732 DRE# 01310057 925.878.8047 DRE# 01313819 DRE# 01320608 DRE# 01970768
DRE# 01979180/01979181
LAMORINDA WALNUT CREEK DANVILLE BRENTWOOD SIERRA TAHOE DU DUM

Al BRTATE QRGWE

6883 N LAKE BLVD STE B
TAHOE VISTA, CA 96148
530.414.1475

999 OAK HILL RD., #100
LAFAYETTE, CA 94549
925.284.1400

1910 OLYMPIC BLVD,, #100
WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596
925.937.4000

301 HARTZ AVENUE, #301
DANVILLE, CA 94526
925.800.3510

60 EAGLE ROCK WAY, #B
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Author pens exciting adventure
based on true-life experience
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MARY &, CLIFFORD
Mark Clifford

By Diane Claytor

Many people retire after
spending a lifetime of intense
and dangerous work and hap-
pily walk into the sunset, con-
tent to spend their days relax-
ing with a fishing pole or
tending to their garden. Mor-
aga’s Mark Clifford is not one
of those people. A bundle of
energy, it’s likely Clifford, a
former Marine, retired police
officer and current author,
rarely sits still for any length
of time (except, perhaps, when
he’s writing his next book).

Clifford retired in 2020 af-
ter 27 years as a San Leandro
police officer, noting that he
was extremely proud to have
served that diverse commu-
nity. Referring to his career as
“colorful,” Clifford rose to
sergeant’s rank and his as-
signments included being a
police academy recruit train-
ing officer, a stolen vehicles
investigator, serving on the
SWAT team, and working un-
dercover narcotics.

Being a police officer was
the second career for Clifford,
a man who admits to continu-
ally reinventing himself. Prior
to that, the fourth generation
San Franciscan and second in
a family of seven children,
served in the Marines for 10
years, rising to the rank of

Photo provided

staff sergeant. He received
special operations training
with the 3rd Marine Division
in Okinawa and was operating
in the Philippines in 1991 dur-
ing the historic Mount
Pinatubo eruption. And this is
when, perhaps unknowingly,
Clifford began preparing for
this third career: author.

“After being at Mount
Pinatubo and experiencing the
second largest volcanic erup-
tion of the last century,” Clif-
ford says, “I knew I had to tell
a story about it.” It was June,
1991 and Clifford was sta-
tioned on Luzon, the largest of
the Philippines’ 7,641 islands.
He was living in the jungle
with his troops when he was
called back to base because
the volcano had erupted. “I
looked up and saw a huge
cloud. It was an unbelievable
cataclysmic experience,” he
recalls, “literally putting us
under ash.” Clifford always
wondered why this wasn’t a
huge story. “It was an epic dis-
aster in every sense, like living
through an apocalypse.”

Fast forward 25 years and
the story that had been fer-
menting in Clifford’s mind
since 1991 finally comes to
fruition when he writes his
first book — “Typhoon Coast”
— inspired by the Mount
Pinatubo eruption and a lost
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treasure rumored to be near
the top of the volcano. As Clif-
ford describes it, “Typhoon
Coast’ is a rollicking ride
through 1980s San Francisco,
through the vibrant eyes of a
boy who loses his mother, and
then his innocence. In the
jungles of the Philippines, ...
that boy becomes a man ...
and begins a lifelong quest for
a mythical hidden treasure
trove. ... Magical realism and
romanticism merge with the
hard, cold reality of a Marine’s
life to reveal a glimpse into
how the imagination conspires
to keep us dreaming.”

Clifford is very pleased
with the way the different arcs
of the story eventually all fell
into place. “Imagine telling
someone about surviving the
most cataclysmic volcanic
eruption in a populated area
of the last century. It’s hard to
really grasp the story. So I de-
cided to tell it as a slightly fic-
tionalized account, developing
composite characters and set-
tings,” he said. “I loved the
creative aspect of doing it this
way.”

Available on amazon.com,
one reader of “Typhoon Coast”
called it a “fun and adventur-
ous book,” while another said,
“writing is great, what an
imagination.”

It’s been said that the best
thing that happens to your
first book is your second book.
With that in mind, “Typhoon
Coast” is the first of a trilogy:
“The Barbary Coast: Fly from
Evil,” will be released next
year and “The Devil’s Sea” will
be published in 2023.

Clifford, who is quite tal-
ented at marketing and firmly
believes that life is a treasure
hunt and the people you meet
are the real treasures, coined a
descriptive phrase to go along
with “Typhoon Coast.”

“Life is a treasure hunt;
seek and you will find” is on
merchandise that can be pur-
chased at typhooncoast.com.
He has also buried $1,000 in a
public location in San Fran-
cisco with clues given
throughout the book. Details
can be found on the website.

... continued on Page B2
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The perfect pastry pairing for a morning coffee pick-me-up

Dark Chocolate & Sea Salt Rugelach

Makes 4 Dozen

Cream Cheese Dough
INGREDIENTS :

8 0z. cream cheese, softened

4 0z. (8 Tbs.) unsalted butter, softened

1/4 cup powdered sugar

11 oz. (2 1/3 cups) all-purpose flour; more as needed

1/2 teaspoon kosher salt

Nonstick cooking spray

1 large egg, at room temp

1 teaspoon whole milk
DIRECTIONS :
In a large bowl using a hand-held electric mixer or in the bowl of a
stand mixer fitted with the paddle attachment, cream the cream cheese,
butter and sugar on medium speed until light and fluffy, 2 minutes. Add
the flour and salt, and then mix just until a smooth dough forms. Divide

Susie can be reached at
suziventosch@gmail.com. This

By Susie Iventosch

I love it when cafes offer
rugelach among their pastry
selection, because they are
the perfect sweet bite to pair
with coffee. They’ve always
reminded me of the cinna-
mon roll-ups my mom used to
make with leftover pie dough,
but rugelach dough is made
with cream cheese in addition
to butter. They usually come
with cinnamon or chocolate
fillings, and both are so deli-
cious. It’s hard to pick, so
sometimes you just need both

Dark Chocolate & Sea Salt Rugelach

Photo Susie Iventosch

—one for the first cup of cof-
fee, and one for the second.
This recipe from Jake Cohen,
(published in the December
2019 issue of Fine Cooking
Magazine), is especially good
because it’s topped with sea
salt. You can add any nut or
fruit fillings you want to these
tasty treats, such as finely
chopped walnuts or pecans,
currants, or your favorite
jam. I used an iridescent edi-
ble glitter on top of the
chocolate drizzle for some
holiday pizazz. Santa will love
these too, so be sure to save a
few for his cookie plate!

dough into four equal parts and shape them into a cube or square.
Wrap in plastic and chill for 1 hour or up to overnight.

Position a rack in the center of the oven, and heat the oven to 375 F.

Line two large rimmed baking sheets with silicone baking mats or
parchment paper lightly coated with cooking spray.

Remove one dough square from the refrigerator, and place on a
lightly floured work surface. (If you’ve refrigerated the dough
overnight, let it sit out at room temperature for several minutes so it is

more malleable and easier to roll out). Roll dough into an 8-inch square.

recipe can be found on our
website:
www.lamorindaweekly.com If you
would like to share your favorite
recipe with Susie please contact her
by email or call our office at (925)
377-0977. Or visit
https://treksandbites.com

Spread one-fourth of the filling on the dough, leaving a 1/2-inch edge at the top and bottom. Slice the
square in half. Starting at a long end, roll each half into a cylinder from the outside in, and then cut each
rolled half into six evenly sized pieces.
In a small bowl, whisk the egg and milk. Arrange 12 rugelach on one of the prepared baking sheets.
Brush with the egg wash, and bake until golden-brown, 16 to 21 minutes. Repeat with the remaining dough

and filing.

If desired, once out of the oven and cooled, drizzle melted chocolate over top of rugelach, or
alternatively, sprinkle with sea salt or powdered sugar.

Dark Chocolate Sea Salt Filling

INGREDIENTS

8 0z. (about 1 3/4 cups) coarsely chopped dark chocolate

2 0z. (4 Ths.) unsalted butter

2 tablespoons powdered sugar (plus some extra for garnish)

1 teaspoon kosher salt
DIRECTIONS

Combine the chocolate, butter, sugar, and salt in a heat-proof bowl over a small saucepan of simmering
water. Whisk until melted and smooth. Cool completely, and chill until the consistency of peanut butter.

Holiday toxicities

By Mona Miller, DVM

’Tis the season to decorate
with tinsel, to light aromatic
candles and scent the air with
cinnamon and pine diffusers,
to strategically hang the
mistletoe sprigs and to bake
holiday treats. We make sure
that our pet friends have new
toys, sweaters and beds
wrapped up to open on a cold
holiday morning. However,
there are some holiday tradi-
tions to avoid exposing your
furry friend to — many are
food products, but some are
not.

We should all be aware of
toxicities to dogs and cats if
they eat chocolate, or grapes,
raisins or currants, or any
candy or gum sweetened with
xylitol. I have included web-
site links for each of these be-
low, for more detail. But for
this article, I’d like to focus
more on non-edible items,

such as liquid potpourri oils,
decorative plants and tinsel.
Air room diffusers have
become very popular, in
which you can drop some fra-
grance essential oils and
lightly scent the room with
moisture or heat. When used
properly, the oils are diluted
down and pose minimal to no
risk. Some of these oils have
detergents in the carrier solu-
tion. These oils and deter-
gents both can be very caustic
to tissue on contact. Cats es-
pecially are prone to negative
effects if they lick up a spill, or
enough oils get on their fur
and get absorbed into the
mouth when cats groom.
These oils can be corrosive to
the mouth tissue, as well as
stomach and intestines —
causing drooling, mouth ul-
ceration, decreased appetite
or vomiting. Additionally, ab-
sorption of these oils into the
bloodstream (through inges-
tion) can cause significant

nervous system depression
and low blood pressure. Any
cat or dog who is prone to
respiratory illness (feline
asthma, canine inflammatory
bronchitis) may also have a
reaction when breathing in
these diffused oils, even if
properly prepared through
the diffuser. These pets
should be seen on ur-
gent/emergency care if any of
these signs are exhibited and
you suspect essential oil
toxicity.

Ingestion of certain deco-
rative plants can also cause
significant problems. Lily
toxicity in cats causes a po-
tentially fatal kidney failure.
When caught early, this can
be a reversible and curable
problem, but often requires
several days in the hospital on
intravenous fluids and kidney
support medications. Mistle-
toe can cause stomach upset,
heart problems and erratic
behavior. It contains a cellu-

lar toxin called lectin, which is
more prevalent in the berries
than the leaves. Holly is often
very irritating to intestinal
tissues, both mechanically
(those little points on the leaf
edges are sharp!) and through
a chemical called saponin,
found in the berries and
leaves. Holly toxicity is usu-
ally mild to moderate and can
cause drooling, vomiting, de-
creased appetite and lethargy.
Poinsettia plant sap can be an
irritant to the mouth and
stomach, and can cause vom-
iting as well.

If a cat or dog ingests any
long thin wire or string, there
is significant concern that this
can cause an intestinal foreign
body obstruction that requires
surgery. Decorations such as
tinsel or electrical wires (think
of the little tiny sparkly LED
lights that have become popu-
lar) can be especially prob-
lematic for kittens and cats,
who are attracted by the shine

Here are some informative weblinks: https://veterinarypartner.vin.com - to read about toxicities from chocolate, grapes and xylitol
ASPCA Poison Control: www.aspca.org/pet-care/animal-poison-control
FDA Holiday Hazards: www.fda.gov/animal-veterinary/animal-health-literacy/take-oh-no-out-your-and-your-pets-holiday-ho-ho-ho#Plants

and movement, and don’t
know to NOT eat the wires.
Make sure that these wires
and strings are not enticing
your cat to play!

Dr. Mona Miller lives in
Lafayette with her son, two
cats and yellow Labrador. She
attended UC Berkeley as an
undergraduate, and received
her DVM from UC Davis. She
has been happy to call
Lafayette home since 2001.
She can be reached via email
at MonaSDVM@aol.com. She
welcomes questions from
readers that may get
incorporated into a column.

Musical serendipity brings local band to big stage

me.”

and Elze’s band, District,
as well as Trujillo’s son’s
band, Otto. Tye Trujillo,
18, is known for playing
with world famous metal
band Korn when he was
just 12 years old, and re-
cently went on tour as
the bassist for punk
band Suicidal
Tendencies.

“When he left I
thought that was one of
the coolest things ever to
happen to me,” Elze said,
“even though he’s probably never going to remember

Elze’s band, District, has played at The Pheonix

Theater in Petaluma in 2021, UCSF Benioff Childrens

Photos provided

District band members, from left: Marco Stassi,
Miles Elze and Connor O'Toole

By Jennifer Wake

Sometimes big things can happen from the smallest of
actions. When 18-year-old Lafayette drummer Miles
Elze, who is interning at recording studio East Bay
Recorders in Oakland, saw Metallica bassist Rob Tru-
jillo walk by, he said he “just had to call out his name
and ask for a picture.”

The two musicians ended up talking about music

About a month later Elze got a call from the pro-
ducer at the studio where he works, and the producer
said, “Hey Miles, I hope you're sitting down because
Rob Trujillo just called and wants your band to open
for his son’s band.” On Dec. 16 District performed at
the Starline Social Club in Oakland as part of the
Metallica 40th Anniversary week.

District was formed in 2017 when guitarist and
vocalist Marco Stassi (who is currently a senior at De
La Salle High School) and Elze met for the first time at
Ryan Lendt Studios in downtown Lafayette. “It only
took a couple of days for Marco and I to become best
friends and it’s remained that way ever since,” Elze
said. “We later asked our friend Connor O’Toole (wWho
attends Acalanes High School), who had similar music
taste as us to learn the bass and play with us at the
2019 Lafayette Teen Rock Band Showcase where we
came in second place.”

Hospital Virtual Prom Performance in 2021, the
Lafayette Art And Wine Festival in 2017, the Battle of
the Bands Oakland in 2019 (first place), and has done a
few high school performances at Acalanes, De La Salle,
and Clayton Valley high schools. Elze said the Dec. 16
show was to be their biggest yet.

“The most exciting aspect about this opportunity
for us is to make an impression on an audience that
we’ve never played in front of before,” Elze said, “and
to know that some of our musical heroes in Metallica
will be watching is absolutely beyond us, so we are
very lucky.”

District has two music releases: the 2019 LP “What
I May Find” and the 2021 “Outdated - EP” which was
recorded with Grammy-winning producer Michael
Rosen. For more information about District,
visit: https://www.districtrocks.com/; For information
about Ottto see: https://www.otttoband.com/

Author pens exciting adventure based on true-life experience
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One of the most worthwhile

through Grammy-award win-
ning country singer Zac
Brown’s Camp Southern

program, helping them adjust
to the many challenges they
face as they return to civilian

ers. We are as good as the
people with whom we con-
nect. When you’ve been able

Clifford has done this his
entire life. Perhaps this is why
Moraga resident and first re-

and humbling experiences
Clifford has enjoyed recently is
doing veteran outreach

Ground. Clifford works with
post 9-11 veterans during the
camp’s Warrior Week wellness

life. As Clifford proclaims, “We
are here to take care of each
other, be our brother’s keep-

to achieve success in life, help
the next person achieve
theirs.”

sponder Douglas Young called
Clifford “a local American
hero."
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Lions annual Peace Poster Contest winners announced

Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School

Submitted by Bob Murtagh

The Lamorinda Lions Foundation pre-
sented awards to the winners of the Li-
ons Annual Peace Poster contest on
Nov. 10. More than 200 students from -
four area schools competed in this in-
ternational competition which annually
attracts over 50,000 entries from

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Orinda Intermediate School

around the world. This year’s topic was
“We are all connected.”

The winners at Stanley Middle

School were Clarie Drain (1st place);
Emma Avnaim (2nd place); Ruby Bogan
(3rd place); Principal Betsy Balmat and
Art Teacher Robert Anke.

Orinda Intermediate School win-

ners were Abigail Kim (1st place);

925-377-0977

Stanley Middle School

Charlie Rivera-Gu (2nd place); Jane Luo
(3rd place); Principal Stacy Wayne, Art
Teacher Susan Weiss.

The winners at Joaquin Moraga In-
termediate School were Drew Sidensol
(1st place); Evelyn Rayner (2nd place);
Zoe Banford-La Cour (3rd place); Prin-
cipal Joan Danilison and Art Teacher
Moose Wesler.

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Photos provided

And St. Perpetua School winners
were Caroline Fairbourn (1st place); Gi-
anna Miller (2nd place); Claire Johnston
(3rd place); Principal Karen Goodshaw
and Art Teacher Heide Schwarck.

For more information about the
Peace Poster Contest or other Lions
events contact Lion Bob Murtagh at
(925) 283-1841.

A Toys for Tots tradition resurrected

Submitted by Cassie Allen

Fourteen years ago seven 4-year-old
boys from Growing Tree preschool
celebrated their December birthdays
by donating presents to Toys for Tots.
They delivered them to the Moraga
Fire Department, starting a trend of
combining forces for their birthdays
that would last years. This year, upon
turning 18 the boys resurrected the
tradition with a modern twist. Using
social media to increase donations
and driving themselves to the station
this time, they arrived at the same
Moraga Fire station on Dec. 11 with
bags and bags and bags of toys.
Recreating their original photograph,
from left, are: Adam Harper, Connor
Fritch, Max Rittmann, Xavier Esquer,
Lleyton Allen, Joe Gonzalez and
George Destino.

World-renowned Moraga
Rotarian Cliff Dochterman is gone

"~ Photo provided

Submitted by Gary Irwin

Prominent Moraga Rotarian Clifford L.
Dochterman died a few days before his
96th birthday following a brief illness.
Cliff had been past president of Rotary
International (world president) in 1992-
93, and had served as director and/or
trustee on many boards and commit-
tees, and was recognized as a pioneer in
developing the Polio Plus effort, which
has almost eradicated polio from the
earth. He had a lifetime association
with Boy Scouts of America, and was
named Citizen of the Year in Moraga in
2014. He was a skilled orator, and was
invited all over the world to speak, with
the consensus that he has spoken to
more Rotary Clubs and Rotarians than
any other person.

District 5160 Governor Kathy Suvia
said: “Rotary International lost a hero
and a legend yesterday. But our District
lost a good friend.” Moraga Rotary
President Brian South said: “Cliff never
showed arrogance for his international
fame, he was great man for all the right
reasons, a very common man.”

He was also a very important
member of Rotary Club of Moraga,
which he joined in 1994, having previ-
ously been in the Berkeley and Stockton
Rotary Clubs. Though he never held an
office, he was always a Director-at-large,
and could always be counted on for his
knowledge of Rotary history, custom
and practice, and for general common
sense. He and his late wife Mary Elena
(also a Moraga Rotarian) brought the “A
Nite at the Races” dinner/auction/horse
race fundraiser to Moraga Rotary, and

18 annual events through 2020 were
held. Cliff was instrumental in building
the All-Access Playground at the Moraga
Commons, and urged his Club to build a
bigger park than was originally envi-
sioned.

It was a very sad Moraga Rotary
lunch meeting after his death, but many
Rotarians rose to offer anecdotes about
Cliff and his very many contributions to
his Rotary Club and to the world. Jim
Campbell, a past district governor, re-
calls hearing lots of Cliff’s speeches and
noted that he spent a lot of time talking
to people in the House of Friendship,
the social gathering place at conven-
tions.

Debbie Roessler recalled how Cliff
would volunteer as security guard for
the White Elephant Sale (benefiting the
Oakland Museum), and few people
could believe that a person of his ac-
complishments would do so. Frank May
remembered how he loved to be the
popcorn man at the OMPA Swim Meet,
and was very proud of his record of 971
bags sold over that weekend. He said
Cliff was always caring and kind with
his advice, and he brought out all the
best in people.

Dianne Wilson, former executive
director of Moraga Royale, recalls how
she showed a video of one of Cliff’s hi-
larious speeches to her mother in the
hospital, and found that several doctors
and nurses were enjoying it also. Evie
Michon, then a prospective member at
her first Rotary lunch, sat at Cliff’s table,
and decided to join immediately after-
wards.

Lillian Roodveldt remembers that,
at an International convention, Cliff was
asked by a young Indian woman if he
could help her stay in the U.S. after
completing her studies. CLiff declined,
saying that she should return to India
and apply her skills there. On a later
trip, he encountered the same woman
who was now the director of the hospi-
tal he was touring.

Jim Tait, president of the Tranent
Rotary Club, located east of Edinburgh,
Scotland, mentioned via Zoom that Cliff
and Mary Elena were mentors to his
daughter Eilidh when she was a Youth
Exchange Student at Campolindo, spon-
sored by Moraga Rotary. His Club shows
a video of Cliff telling the history of Ro-
tary to all their new members. Tranent
Rotary Club has participated via Zoom
in many Moraga Rotary meetings, and
Tait even gave a very interesting pro-
gram at one meeting.

Cliff’s family will hold a Celebration
of Life in Moraga on Jan. 14 at 2 p.m. at
the Holy Trinity Serbian Church in
Moraga. Friends are invited.
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Troop 237 Eagle Scouts, from left: Luke Franklin, Luke Lewis, Andrew Stern,
Marcus Erickson, Ben Guthrie and Ryan Kaelle.

Submitted by Jodi Kaelle

Scout Troop 237 of Orinda announced
that Marcus Erickson, Luke Franklin,
Ben Guthrie, Ryan Kaelle, Luke Lewis
and Andrew Stern have achieved Scout-
ing's highest rank of Eagle Scout and
will celebrate their Eagle Court of Honor
at 2 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 8, 2022, at the
Orinda Community Church. All six Eagle
Scouts live in Orinda and are in the
Class of 2023 attending Miramonte High
School.

To become an Eagle, the candidate
must earn a minimum of 21 merit
badges, including 13 Eagle-required
badges, demonstrate leadership and
Scout spirit, and successfully complete
an Eagle service project benefiting the
community. Their Eagle Scout projects
ranged from helping our area schools, a
youth center, a church and Mor-
aga/Orinda town AEDs.

Their Eagle Scout service projects
are as follows: Erickson built a large
bench for the outdoor classroom in the
garden of learning at Glorietta Elemen-
tary School. A total of eight scouts and
two adults participated, volunteering a
total of 37 hours. Franklin’s Eagle Scout
project was the result of a summer spent
volunteering at the Oakland Police Ac-
tivities League youth center in East Oak-
land. In addition to collecting used
books, Luke organized a book drive at
Flashlight Books and Orinda Books
where he placed “buy a book, donate a
book” boxes which collected new books
over several weeks. His project involved
three Scouts who collectively completed
72.5 hours of work collecting, organiz-
ing, and delivering 370 books to the
youth center serving disadvantaged
youth in East Oakland.

The Orinda Community Church’s

outdoor common area was in need of
long overdue repairs, so Guthrie led a
team of 26 volunteers who contributed a
combined total of 170 volunteer hours
over multiple weekends to refurbish
many areas. Fixing this area has made it
safer to use for the church, elderly and
kids from the preschool located on site.
Kaelle partnered with the Lamor-
inda Community Emergency Response
Team (Lamorinda CERT), Contra Costa
County Emergency Medical Services
(EMS) and the American Medical Re-
sponse agency (AMR) to update all Auto-
mated External Defibrillators (AEDS)
across the towns of Moraga and Orinda.
Over 75 AEDs were logged and updated
throughout Moraga and Orinda in com-
mercial settings. The project allowed
the towns of Moraga and Orinda to ap-
ply for “HeartSafe” designation status
with the American Heart Association.
The Wagner Ranch Nature Area
(WRNA) is a nature preserve and his-
toric site in Orinda offering hands-on
experiential, environmental education
to Orinda school children. Lewis worked
with naturalist, Toris Jagger, and built
and installed Amphibian Boards in the
WRNA which create a safe habitat for
many creatures and provide students
the ability to study these animals.
Stern's Eagle project was refurbish-
ing his elementary school's garden and
adding a bee and butterfly garden. The
Del Rey Garden had been planted many
years ago and was overgrown and run
down. Andrew, his family and six
Scouts from Troop 237 worked over four
weekends and logged over 50 hours.
This group of newly confirmed Ea-
gle Scouts wants to thank the Scout
leaders, community, parents and fellow
Scouts who have helped them along
their journey to achieve this rank and
honor.
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TREE SCULPTURE

COMPLETE TREE CARE
Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!
License #655977
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com

Fully Insured < Certified Arborists <
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Lamorinda Arts Alliance
announces a new exhibit at
Bank of America, Lafayette,
on Mt. Diablo Boulevard
across from Safeway. The
exhibit will be open through
January 2022, during banking
hours, Monday through
Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Featured artists are Adrienne
Rogers (watercolors), Ellen
Reintjes (acrylic paintings)
and Carolyn WarmSun
(acrylic paintings).
http://LAA4Art.org

Art Gallery at the Orinda
Library - Lamorinda Arts
Alliance "Inspired by the
Greats." Lamorinda Arts
Council welcomes 36
members of the Lamorinda
Arts Alliance to an in-person
and virtual exhibit including
80 artworks from different
genres in December.

www.lamorindaarts.org/online-

galleries. 26 Orinda Way. All
COVID-19 precautions
observed. (925) 359.9940 or
gallery@lamorindaarts.org.

Noted local artist Geoffrey
Meredith will be featured as
the guest artist at the Moraga
Art Gallery for December and
January, with 11 paintings in
various sizes on display. The
Gallery is normally open
Wednesday through Sunday
from noon to 5 p.m. From
Dec. 1 to 24 the gallery is
open daily, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Free, open to the public, no
reservations needed. 432
Center St. Moraga
moragaartgallery.com; (925)
376-5407.

56th Annual Holiday
Collection at Valley Art
Gallery through Dec. 31. Our
new gift exhibition includes a
wide variety of beautifully
crafted, ceramic, wood and

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Not to be missed

¢

glass pieces, original designer
jewelry, holiday decorations,
small paintings and many
other unique, one-of-a-kind
gift items. In addition, we will
be featuring a trunk from
Dec.7-11from 11 a.m.-5
p-m. The trunk show will
offer the creations of
celebrated, multi-talented
artisan Carolyn Russell,
including her origami items,
miniature Christmas trees
and other decorative objects
crafted from various
materials. And, we will again
have gift certificates available
for giving. Open Tuesday
through Saturday, 11 a.m. to 5
p-m. Valley Art Gallery, 1661
Botelho Drive, Suite 110,
Walnut Creek
www.valleyartgallery.org,
(925) 935-4311

Art show at Orinda Books.
December features the
paintings of Paul Kratter — a
skillful and accomplished
landscape artist. Like many
experienced fine-art painters,
he comes from an illustration
background that instills
strong drawing and design
skills and a robust belief in
graphic shapes and
storytelling. His paintings
embody a sense of light,
atmosphere, and emotion. To
preview his work, visit the
Artist of the Month section at

www.orindabooks.com/events.

OTHER

Community Concern for
Cats, which serves
Lamorinda residents, is
hosting its annual “Holiday
Giving Tree” Fundraiser
through Dec. 31 at its upscale
thrift store, Rescued
Treasures, 1270 Newell Ave.
in Walnut Creek at the San
Miguel Shopping Center. All
the proceeds will go toward
life-saving procedures for

Not to be missed

Christmas Eve at Lafayvette UMC
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Lamorinda’s Religious Services

WILLOWSPRING

Practical biblical teaching, contemporary
worship, come as you are.

www.willowspringchurch.com
1689 School St. Moraga | 925-376-3550

10:45 AM Sunday Service

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422

www.holyshepherd.org

ONLINE WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Facebook Premiere Community Worship
every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Go to
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/
WORSHIP SCHEDULE In person worship
at 9:30 a.m. Live stream on
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/

Visit our website to access the current
and recent sermons.
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St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
In-person & Virtual Christmas Services
Christmas Eve, 5 PM
December 26th, 9 AM
If someone would like to be added to our Zoom invitation
please call 925-284-7420 or email cathy.w@stanselms.us
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, www.stanselms.us

@ ST MARK’S CHURCH
| OF ORINDA & MORAGA
g‘ Sunday Service at 10 a.m.
. 451 Moraga Way, Orinda

www.stmarksorinda.org |
All Are Welcome

(925) 254-5965

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
24 Orinda Way (next to the Library)-925-254-4212
Sunday Services and Sunday School 10-11 am
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm

All are welcome
www.christianscienceorinda.org

Mosaga Valley Presbyberdan Chunch

mvpe

JOIN US SUNDAYS AT 9:30
INDOORS & ON THE PATIO

OR ONLINE AT MYPCTODAY.ORG

Wednesday, December 8, 2021

¢

homeless cats and kittens in
local neighborhoods. Hours:
Monday - Saturday, 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. Sundays noon to 4 p.m.
For information call: (925)
937-3201.

SMC cancels Christmas
Mass due to COVID concerns.
Due to the continued threat of
COVID-19, Saint Mary’s
College made the difficult
decision to cancel the
traditional public Christmas
Eve Mass held annually in the
Saint Mary’s Chapel. SMC
looks forward to welcoming
the community back to
campus to celebrate in 2022,
and wishes everyone a Merry
Christmas.

GARDEN

The Walnut Creek Garden
Club welcomes the
vaccinated public to visit
their next meeting held Jan.
10, and to become a part of
the Walnut Creek Garden
Club. Shawna Anderson from
Orchard Nursery shares her
pruning tips for all types of
roses. She will demonstrate
techniques and the best tools
for the job. Shawna is a
garden consultant and
designer and shares her
passion for gardening
through her business:
Thrillers, Fillers and Spillers.
If interested in joining the
Club or for more information,
please visit
www.walnutcreekgarden
club.org. Meetings are held
the second Monday of each
month at 9:30 a.m.,
September through June at
The Gardens at Heather
Farm.

Please submit
events to:
calendar@
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Lamorinda basketball leads the way in competitive Diablo
Athletic League

Jake Davis (32), Tate Nelson (5), Jack Bayless (24) Photo Ken Bayless

By Jon Kingdon

The last three seasons for
Campolindo coach Steven
Dyer would certainly be hard
pressed to match after win-
ning the state championship,
the NorCal championship
(with the state final canceled
due to the coronavirus) and a
15-0 record in last springs ab-
breviated season. So far, the
Cougars have not missed a
beat, going undefeated in
their first five games.

Having lost talented play-

ers like Emmanuel Callas,
Chase Bennett, and Max
Weaver there is still a solid
core of players that returned
from last year’s team. “Even
with a number of returners
on the team, it’s important to

remember that every group is

a new group,” Dyer said.
Campolindo has never
backed down from playing a
top schedule and that also
goes back to Dyer: “I strongly

believe that a strong schedule
will really prepare you for the

playoffs. Being No. 1 in pre-

Kelly Sopak, Agent Insurance
Lic#: 0D03981 1 Northwood
Drive Suite 1 Orinda, CA 94563
Bus: 925-253-7700

Email: kelly@kellysopak.com
Website: www.kellysopak.com

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

Surprisingly
great rates

right around
the corner.

I'm your one-stop shop for
the service you deserve at a
price you want. Call me for
surprisingly great rates and
Good Neighbor service right
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farmis there®

Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

o StateFarm

season doesn’t matter. It’s
where you are at the end.”

Dyer was true to his
words by opening against a
highly ranked Dublin team on
the road, in front of a full
house and coming out on top
50-42 and winning the Gridley
tournament defeating Gridley,
De La Salle and Archbishop
Riordan in the championship
game, and now have a school
record of 24 straight wins
over a period of 475 days.

The Cougars have a well-
balanced offense with several
options. It seems that every
year, another shooter shows
up for Campolindo. This
year’s new arrival is Clay Naf-
fziger (6.2) who scored 17
points and had eight rebounds
in the Gridley Championship
game. With seniors Aidan
Mahaney (15.4), and Cade
Bennett (8.4) along with ju-
niors Logan Robeson (4.0 - out
until January with a hand in-
jury) and Shane O’Reilly (8.6).
Stating the obvious, Dyer puts
it simply: “We have a lot of
guys that can shoot the ball.”

Senior center 6°6” Matt
Radell (5.0/6.0 reb) has shown
a constant growth since his
freshman year. “We’re look-
ing for Matt to be a real force
as a rebounder,” Dyer said.
“He’s also the best screen set-
ter on the team and has really
improved in both areas.”
Justin Yasukochi (5.0) is the
team’s leading rebounder av-
eraging 6.5 rebounds per
game.

At the other end of the
scale, 5’6” sophomore, Tyler
Bergren (3.6), a point guard,
should see a fair amount of
time on the floor.

When Mahaney declared
early his intention to attend
Saint Mary’s, it removed what
could have been a distraction
for him, Dyer and the team
with so many colleges biding
for his talent. “It was a relief
for Aidan and all of us to get it
out of the way early,” Dyer
said. “We’re just hopeful for a
normal team.”

Dyer is someone who
never overlooks his defense.
“We can be a fast team, but it
will be contingent on us mak-
ing defensive stops and then
running the other way,” Dyer
said. “Defense is something
that we always have to work
on at this point and filling dif-
ferent spots for the players.
They don’t always have to be
scoring roles. It’s guys doing
the little things which are go-
ing to be important for this
team to win.”

As has been the case for
the last three years, the

&

LAMORINDR
LACROSSE

Boys Spring Registration:

Girls Spring Registration: )
https://lamorindalacrosse.leagueapps.com/camps/2654817-girls--spring-: § &3

spring 2022

Registration Open!

Cougars are the team every-
one will be gunning for.
“Every team is going to want
to beat us because of how well
we’ve done,” Dyer said. “We
can’t take anything for
granted. It’s important that
the players know that last
year’s success does not mean
anything.”

Miramonte

In his third year at Mira-
monte, head coach Chris Lav-
diotis has a team that he has
great confidence in and shows
it in his offensive philosophy.
“We call it freedom with
structure, giving them con-
cepts and just letting them
play,” Lavdiotis said. “I don’t
want to be the type of coach
that is constantly calling the
plays because that would slow
us down and we’re pretty
good running the ball up the
court.”

At 6-1, the system seems
to be working.

Guard Tyler Dutto (8.5) is
the leader on the court and
leads the team in assists with
5.8 per game. “Tyler is the
starter but the nice thing
about our team is that just
above everyone on the team
can play guard,” Lavdiotis
said. “Because of that, we’ve
developed the skill set to be
able to play five out basketball
and have different players
initiate. Even at 6’5”, Caden
Breznikar (15.7) is a great ini-
tiator but in the end, it will be
by the group.” Breznikar is
also leading the team in as-
sists with 5.0 per game.

Coming into the season,
Lavdiotis was looking for
someone to step up and be a
force on the court the way
Niyi Olabode (playing now at
UC Riverside) was last season.
Senior James Frye has taken
on that role, so far leading the
team with an average of 19.6
points per game. Ben Murphy
(12.7) has developed into a
valuable weapon with his
outside shooting.

“We’re a read and react
type of offense with all of the
players facing the basket or
the fifth guy in the key start-
ing things,” Lavdiotis said.

Even with the team’s early
success, there will be more
talent to call soon. Miramonte
will be getting help as the year
develops from transfers and
players rehabbing from in-
juries. Guards Marcus Robin-
son and Koleton Fenton are
waiting to become eligible to
play due to transfer rules.
“When Marcus gets cleared,
we will go from really good to
very, very good,” Lavdiotis
said. “He has been working
and training really hard and
he’s become a very vocal
player, particularly on the de-
fensive side. Koleton is also
going to help us a lot.”

Three players have come
over from the football team:
Dutto and Sam Ross, who are
playing through injuries, and
Luke Duncan who will be out
at least four weeks with a
shoulder injury.

Lavdiotis sees grittiness
with the team. “It starts on the
defensive end,” Lavdiotis said.
“We want to dictate what our
opponents are going to do on
offense. We want them to re-
ally communicate and at
times get a little crazy and fe-
rocious on defense.”

Ultimately, Lavdiotis
wants the players to take the

ultimate responsibility for the
play on the court: “We’re try-
ing to create a real positive
situation and it’s pretty or-
ganic. We’ve always told the
players that they have to do
this naturally. When it comes
from the players, it’s a better
situation. It also helps that
this team is very coachable,
competitive, connected, works
well together and they listen.”
Acalanes (3-2)

Acalanes’ first year head
coach Bill Powers' initial goal
has been to establish an atti-
tude right from the start.
“Defensively is where I hope
that our identity is created
because that’s what we can
control on a nightly basis,”
Powers said. You can’t control
your shooting percentage as
much as you can control your
attitude and effort on
defense.”

On offense for Powers, it’s
a matter of getting the players
to take things a step at a time
and keeping things simple.
“Basketball is not 32 minutes
but a combination of every
possession and at this point,
we’re just trying to win every
possession,” Powers said. “The
game is about passing and
shooting and being a good
teammate on offense and de-
fense. We’re teaching
Acalanes shots, not me shots,
making sure that the right
guys are shooting the ball at
the right time. It’s what goes
into winning a possession and
if they continue to be recep-
tive, I like where this team
could be in February.”

Powers will be counting
on point guard Theo Stoll,
center Jake Davis, Noah Bloch
and Jack Bayliss, all juniors.
“Theo and Jake are both really
good players,” Powers said.
“Noah is someone that is al-
ways early in the gym. He’s
going to be a key player for us,
and Jack is a consistent player
from tip to buzzer. There are a
lot of players that bring heart
and soul to the court, but Jack
creates a heartbeat for us.”

At this point though, the
team is still in the process of
determining who are going to
be the team’s consistent out-
side shooters.

There are also players
that are bringing a physical
presence from the football
team, Tyler Murphy, Justin
Zegarowski and Nathan Ben-
nett, a trio that Powers readily
welcomes: “They will defi-
nitely help. I've had a lot of
success with multiple sport
athletes and these football
players bring another dimen-
sion to our team.”

Powers is aware of the
quality of talent that makes up
the Diablo Athletic League ac-
knowledging that “it’s a heck
of a league and I am honored
to be coaching in the DAL.”

As the players have
learned Powers' philosophy
and schemes, he has learned
from them as well: “They
want to be coached and they
want to be good, and I feel
fortunate to be in this position
to coach them. I'm trying to
create a winning team that
pays attention to all the little
details and keeps getting bet-
ter each day. We’re not com-
peting against yesterday and
that is not just a cliche. Ire-
ally love this team.”
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Lamormda girls basketball a confluence of talent and youth
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Karena Eberts (1)
By Jon Kingdon

For the past few years,
Acalanes (6-2) was not without
talent. What they were lacking
was numbers and when coach
Margaret Gartner and assistant
Scott Espinosa-Brown took over
last year, their first goal was to
enlarge the roster. Their efforts
proved successful with 11 play-
ers on the varsity and a full JV
roster this year.

What was their secret?

“We recruited at school with
free pizza at a lunchtime meet-
ing and used the social media
to get the word out,” Gartner
said. “We had camps and open
gyms in the summer and
played in a summer league. We
had the girls ask their friends to
come out and coaches from
other sports were encouraging
their girls to play basketball for
the conditioning.”

Last spring was Gartner’s
first year with the team but
with the abbreviated season, no
seniors, four juniors and seven

Photo Jon Kingdon

freshmen and sophomores on
this year’s team, she is essen-
tially starting from scratch this
year. “This is a hard-working
team that is very unselfish and
is willing to make the extra
pass,” Gartner said.

It’s a group that clearly
wants to get better, according to
Espinosa-Brown: “They’re will-
ing to be coached and they
work hard. We’re just trying to
sustain that effort for longer
periods of time.”

The Dons' defense has been
holding their opponents to an
average of 35.5 points per
game, addressing Gartner's
primary goal: “It starts with
defense because we’re going to
put a lot of pressure on our op-
ponents because our first shots
are not guaranteed to be going
in. There will be games where
shots are going to be hard to
come by but when you can play
defense, and you can get tran-
sition and more shots, then you
can win the game.”

The Acalanes offense is one
that can adjust to the situation:

“I like my team to score quickly
and beat our opponents up the
court,” Gartner said. “We still
have to have our sets because
there will be games which
teams will not allow us to run.
Being so young and having a
new offense, we are practicing
on when to screen and when to
cut. Our players have the green
light to shoot because we don’t
want to put limitations on our
girls, so they won’t be hesitant
to shoot.”

Using a pressing defense
and running offense, the Dons
will be going deep on their
bench this season. “With the
pace that we want to have in
our games, I'm going to try and
get all of our players into the
game,” Gartner said. “This is
the youngest team we’ve ever
had so we have to be patient.
There’s a lot of unknowns and
that’s exciting. As long as we
remember that, the players will
be able to maintain their
confidence.”

The backcourt is led by
three freshmen, Karyss Lacan-
lale, Sophie Chinn and Dulci
Vail who have all stood out, and
junior Emily Du has been very
consistent. In their opening
game against Windsor, Lacan-
lale had 17 points, Vail, 12
points, Chinn 9 points and 11
rebounds and Du 7 points.

“With seven freshmen and
sophomores, this is the
youngest team we’ve ever had,”
Gartner said. “There’s a lot of
unknown and that is exciting
and as long as we remember
that our players will be able to
maintain their confidence.”

Lacking some height in the
front court, the Lady Dons are
compensating with more
strength. “Our players have
worked hard and shown that
they love the weight room,”
Espinosa-Brown said. “If they
can play strong and not get
hurt, that’s the key,” added
Gartner.

“We need to stay present,”
Espinosa-Brown said. “In our
summer league, we played

some very stellar teams, and
the girls did not stay up with
them because they did not
think they could stay up with
them. That confidence factor
and going for it is a key which
is the only way to play our
defense.”

Miramonte (3-6)

Having lost six players to
graduation and with only two
returning seniors, Miramonte
is like a brand-new team that
will be learning as they go
along. “We don’t have a lot of
experience so we’re rebuilding,
and we have a ways to go,” said
head coach Vince Wirthman.
“We’re not what we were last
year but I believe that we can
get there. We have some good
players.”

The backcourt starters will
be junior Kendall Maurer and
sophomore point guard Willa
Mapaye. “Kendall is a good
player and a great defender,”
Wirthman said. “Willa was on
the varsity last season but did
not get to play much. She is a
talented player that just needs
some experience. It’s impor-
tant for our guards to be solid
with the ball and that should
improve with experience.”

The Lady Matadors have a
lot of talent in the frontcourt
led by Chloe Breznikar and
Karena Eberts. “Eberts is a top
talent and is able to play power
forward and center,” Wirthman
said. “She averaged double
doubles in the second half of
last season because she is very
good in the post and can shoot
outside and is an aggressive re-
bounder (13.5/game so far).
Chloe was on the varsity as a
sophomore but did not play last
season due to COVID, but she is
a talented player and we’re ex-
pecting a big year out of her.”

Eberts (12.7 ppg/11.7 rpg)
and Breznikar (9.7 ppg/7.7 rpg)
are leading the team in scoring
and rebounding, and Maypaye
and Mauer are leading the
team in assists.

Marissa Duby, who sat out
last year and Keawe Parker, a

transfer from Pinole who was a
volleyball player, are being
counted on as backups in the
frontcourt.

Complimenting Eberts and
Breznikar in the low post are a
host of outside shooters. Mari-
anna Lawrence, Courtney and
Katherine Scheingart will be
relied on to score from the out-
side. “They are all good shoot-
ers, Wirthman said. “We are
going to look to spread it out
and get the ball inside to
Karena and Chloe which will
then allow us to get some good
open threes.”

Like so many coaches, the
key for Wirthman is stopping
the other team’s offense. “Our
defense is going to carry us one
way or the other. We are going
to press a lot and try to keep
pressuring our opponents.
We’re really pointing for Jan. 4
when we start our league
schedule.”

Campolindo (2-4)

Campolindo’s first year
head coach Bill Flitter who
coached the Cougar’s JV team
last year is starting with a clean
slate. “With only one senior
and two juniors, we’re a young
team but we have a lot of tal-
ent,” Flitter said. “We’ve seen
some early successes and even
some signs of brilliance.”

Flitter is looking to copy
the success he saw at De La
Salle where had once coached:
“What made them successful
was their program and I want
to create that type of program
at Campolindo that will outlive
me. I want our team to live by
three core values: always being
coachable, compassionate, and
competitive. If we can achieve
those things, we’re going to be
successful. I'm in it for the long
haul, not looking for short-term
victories.”

Flitter’s philosophy can be
summed up in one word: attack:
“We want to always be attack-
ing, putting a lot of pressure on
the offensive and defensive
sides. It’s pretty simple: pres-
sure.” ... continued on Page C3
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Science Tutor by Stanford Grad./
Credentialed Teacher/Prof., 15 yrs exp.:
MoragaAcademicConsulting.com

Custom Quality Fencing
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» Good Nelghbor Fence

» Deer Fencing
 Picket/Split Rail

* RV Gates

» Trellis and Arbors

» Retaining Walls

* Insurance/Storm Repairs

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

Announcements

NEW AUTHORS WANTED!
Page Publishing will help you
self-publish your own book.
FREE author submission kit!
Limited offer! Why wait? Call
now: 1-855-667-0380 (Cal-SCAN)

UPDATE YOUR HOME with
Beautiful New Blinds & Shades.
FREE in-home estimates make it
convenient to shop from home.
Professional installation. Top
quality - Made in the USA.

Call for free consultation:
1-877-438-0330. Ask about our
specials! (Cal-SCAN)

Cable/Internet Services

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. Includes
1 TB of data per month. Get
More For Your High-Speed
Internet Thing. Ask us how to
bundle and SAVE! Geo & svc
restrictions apply. Call us today
1-855-397-7909. (Cal-SCAN)

Brush Removal

Brush Removal 8
Tree Trimming
to satisfy Moraga Orinda
Fire District’s regulations
Free estimates!
925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured.
CA#667491

www.kensrototilling.com

Fencing and More

Java Fence (925)957 1628
Decks, Hog Wire, Arbors,
Stairs, Trellis, Deer Fence,

Chicken coop, Green house

CCL 880556, Free Est

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule a
FREE LeafFilter estimate today.
15% off Entire Purchase. 10%
Senior & Military Discounts.
Call 1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

Become a Published Author.
We want to Read Your Book!

Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by

Authors Since 1920 Book
manuscript submissions cur-
rently being reviewed. Com-
prehensive Services: Consulta-
tion, Production, Promotion
and Distribution. Call for Your
Free Author's Guide
1-877-538-9554 or visit
http://dorranceinfo.com/Cali
(Cal-SCAN)

Wanted to Buy

FREON WANTED: We pay $5$
for cylinders and cans. R12
R500 R11 R113 R114.
Convenient. Certified Profession-
als. Call 312-291-9169 or visit
RefrigerantFinders.com (Cal-SCAN)

| House Cleaning |

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Structural Repairs

Alameda Engineering
DRAINAGE SYSTEMS
RETAINING WALLS
510-537-6550
General Engineering Contractors
Lic. # 562641
alamedaengineering@comcast.net
alameda-engineering.com

DIRECTYV - Watch your favorite
live sports, news and enter-
tainment anywhere. More top
premium channels than DISH.
Restrictions apply. Call IVS -
1-888-641-5762. (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR, BOAT OR
RV TO HELP HOMELESS PETS.
PETS ALIVE IS A CALIFORNIA,
501-C-3 NONPROFIT.
GUARANTEED TAX DEDUCTIONS.
PAPERWORK EXPERTS, FREE
QUOTE AND PICK UP. ASK
ABOUT FREE 7 DAY VACATION
OR $200 VISA GIFT CARD.
LAPETSALIVE.ORG
1-833-772-2632 (Cal-SCAN)

SAVE BIG on HOME INSUR-
ANCE! Compare 20 A-rated
insurances companies. Get a
guote within minutes. Aver-
age savings of $444/year! Call
1-844-410-9609! (M-F 8am-
8pm Central) (Cal-SCAN)

Tile Setting

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters
Cliff 510-697-1125

# Quetzal Handyman

NO JOBTOO SMALL
Y Electrical, plumbing,
concrete, driveways & more...
Please call Carlos Toledo
510-689-7490

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Financial Services

Over $10K in Debt? Be debt
free in 24 to 48 months. No
upfront fees to enroll. A+ BBB
rated. Call National Debt Relief
1-888-231-4274. (Cal-SCAN)

Miscellaneous

The difference in winning and
losing market share is how
businesses use their advertising
dollars. We deliver the largest
consortium of trusted news
publishers in California and
beyond. For more info on multi-
market solutions call Cecelia @
(916) 288-6011 or
cecelia@cnpa.com

The difference in winning and
losing market share is how
businesses use their advertising
dollars. Mark Twain said, “Many
a small thing has been made
large by the right kind of ad-
vertising”. So why spend your
hard-earned dollars on social
media where you already have
an audience? For more info call
Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 or
cecelia@cnpa.com

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

WE HOP TOIT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Real Estate Loans

RETIRED COUPLE $555$ for
business purpose Real Estate
loans. Credit unimportant. V.I.P.
Trust Deed Company www.vip-
loan.com Call 1-818-248-0000.
Broker-principal DRE 01041073.
No consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

Looking for assisted living,
memory care, or independent
living? A Place for Mom sim-
plifies the process of finding
senior living at no cost to your
family. Call 1-844-741-0130
today. (Cal-SCAN)

LONG DISTANCE MOVING:
Call today for a FREE QUOTE
from America’s Most Trusted
Interstate Movers. Let us take
the stress out of moving! Speak
to a Relocation Specialist, call
844-857-1737 (Cal-SCAN)

$10 per 1/2" classified ad

height. Email to: classified@
lamorindaweekly.com
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Brezmkar twins talented players and leaders on the court
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Chloe and Caden Breznikar

By Jon Kingdon

As twins growing up in
Lamorinda, sports were a
focal point for Caden and
Chloe Breznikar. Their
parents, John and Nancy,
were high school athletes
and passed their love of
sports on to their chil-
dren, with both eventu-
ally playing for their re-
spective basketball teams
at Miramonte. “My mom
was very athletic and the
captain of her high school
field hockey team,” Chloe
said. “Our parents en-
couraged us to play as
much as we could, and
our dad would always
have us in the backyard
working on our shots.”
Though there were

Photo provided

many competitive games
in the backyard, Caden
and Chloe only played to-
gether on the baseball
teams in the OBA until
they were 12 years old.
Though they did not play
together after that, they
were always there for
each other critiquing each
other’s play. “When I
would watch Chloe, I
would tell her to be more
aggressive,” Caden said. “I
would also suggest cer-
tain moves to the basket.”
“Caden helps me out
more than I help him,”
Chloe conceded. “Still, I
watch his games and we
both suggest to each other
what more we can do to
help our teams. We have
similar styles, but Caden
is now more of a shooter

and 'm more of a post
player though we’ve
played with the same
style in the past.”

Along with their skills
on the court, they can also
compare their leadership
skills as co-captains on
their teams. “It all came
from their mother who
lost her life to cancer in
2016,” John said. “She was
really the driving force
for them.”

Caden has focused
exclusively on basketball,
but Chloe is also commit-
ted to the Oakland Strokes
crew team. There are
days when she will be
rowing in the afternoon
from 4 to 6 p.m. and then
come home and practice
with the team from 6:30
to 8:30 p.m. Chloe con-

cedes that time manage-
ment is essential and “it is
very busy.”

Not surprisingly, the
twins’ coaches have simi-
lar feelings about them.
“Caden has become a
tremendous leader,” Chris
Lavdiotis said. “He has
embraced leadership and
will hold his teammates
accountable. He will bark
at his teammates in the
right way and hold him-
self accountable. He’s a
wonderful kid.”

“Chloe has been great
as a leader,” Vince Wirth-
man said. “She is here all
the time and has been
gutting it out with a bad
knee and playing through
it. She is having a very
good year.”

Lacrosse champions

Submitted by
Tim Jones

Local eighth-grade
boys from Lafayette
and Orinda won the
top regional lacrosse
tournament: BlackJack
Classic Adrenaline
Lacrosse Tournament
beginning of Decem-
ber in Las Vegas while
playing for the Alca-
traz Outlaws.

From left: Donavan
Bantique, Derek Youn
and Tucker Jones

Photo provided

Submitted by Tim Jones

St. Perpetua Eighth Grade American

Basketball champions

From left: coach Chris Dodge, G. Schlicht, G. Beers, C. De La Cruz, T. Jones, ]J.
Eberts, L. McDonough, G. Dodge, I. Copen and sitting in front P. Beld. Missing
was coach Brad Hillsabeck and player P. Hillsabeck.

Team won the highly competitive MVP

Turkey Trot basketball tournament be-

ginning of December. Congratulations
to champions.

Ryan Nickens named

Lamorinda girls basketball

outstandmg defender

Submitted by Jon
Nickens

Moraga resident, Ryan
Nickens '22, helped lead The
Athenian School soccer
team to a NCS Division 2
Championship. The Nov. 13
hard fought 1-0 final versus
Calistoga capped off a play-
off of four consecutive
shutouts. Nickens, the se-
nior captain and three-year
starter was also named
Most Outstanding Defender
in the league by the coaches
for the 2021 season.

Photo provided

... continued from Page C2

Campolindo is not a big team and is going to be
relying on movement. “We’re a fast and quick
team,” Flitter said. “Some of the girls have sur-
prised me at how well they can fill a gap. We want
to get the bhall out, fast break up the court and scor-
ing quickly. We’ve also placed a big emphasis on
rebounding and defense,” Flitter said. ”We held
American scoreless for 10 minutes and have outre-
bounded both teams in our first two games. The
girls showed who they can be which was very
impressive.”

There are a number of weapons that Flitter
feels he is going to be able to call upon led by Maya
Schwartz, Charlotte Arnswald, Camille Yabu, Cate-
lyn Cereghino and Natalie Barkey. “Maya is a guard
that is long, can also play the four and is a very ac-
curate 3-point shooter, Charlotte just came back
from an early season injury will bring the defensive
pressure that we need. Camille is very fast player

on both ends of the court and Catelyn is also a force
in the frontcourt.”

Flitter has been very impressed in the leader-
ship and commitment that Barkey has displayed,
along with the 27 points she scored in the opening
game. “Natalie has stood up and taken on the lead-
ership role. She will scout our opponents and write
up reports, sending them to the team and com-
menting on how we should guard them and what to
look for.”

Lining up next to Barkey in the backcourt has
been freshman Ali Mccauley. “Ali can play both
guard positions and has done really well. She is a
talented young lady.”

With so many young players, Flitter anticipates
constant improvement from the team. “COVID
hampered the amount of playing time and experi-
ence our players have had but we’re going to make
up for that with our athleticism. The girls have
been practicing very hard every day and it’s been
fun. I've been pleasantly surprised by the output."
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Love Lafayette |, Holiday popping

MARK BELLINGHAM
PAINTING

HIRE A LOCAL NAME YOU
CAN TRUST

925-247-0092

MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Interior & Exterior Painting Deck & Fence Restoration
Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinet Painting Dry Rot Repair
Light Carpentry Drywall Repair

For a Quick Preliminary Estimate
Email Photos of Project to:
Office@MarkBellinghamPainting.com

See our Reviews on NextDoor, Houzz & YELP

Local Business Owner - Since 1985 - Licensed & Insured

Piano Studio
}éegs to sSuceess

Competition, CM exam Preparation.
Rita Yegiazaryan
925-323-8969

ryegiazaryan@yahoo.com

1060 Sierra Vista Way, Lafayette

Thank you to the Lamorinda community
for your continued patronage.

Anthony and Tony extend their
best wishes for a happy holiday
and a healthy and safe New Year!

9NN

Mon: 10am-5pm
Tues-Sat: 10am-6pm
anthonysCPF.com

1020 Brown Ave, Suite A
Lafayette, CA 94549
92592837620

$30 off your next order with this ad!

professional instructor MTAC member.

Bl& Bumna wish

Happy

JB1-C MT DIABLO BLYD [AFAYETTE, CA

(DOWN THE ALLEY FROM PATXI'S PIZZA)
HOURS: - 10-60M
SUDAY T o the f@(

J% 9)\@0 LVL

Bel & Bunnars

BOOKS

Gelandlunnasbooks com

Wiare Diigns

ine, Yé”/ﬂ(’/{y dince 1977

* Custom Designs
* Expert Repairs
* Free Ring cleaning

* Appraisals
* Pearl Restringing

All your jewelry is insured with Jeweler's Block Insurance.
N N =N = 1

~ $5 off Watch Battery I
Reg $15, Now $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 1/31/21. Usually installed while you wait. I

N N - - _VV/cwonéestriétionwplL N N - - ‘
3645 Mt. Diablo BlVd., Lafayette between Trader Joes & the Post Office
283-2988 www.waredesigns.com Tues-Sat 10-5

""LAFAYETTE
71 PHYSICAL THERAPY 2

Orthopedics e Sports Rehab e Geriatrics
Mention the Lamorinda Weekly for a

Comp/imenfmy Consultation

3468 Mt. Diablo Bivd, Ste B110, Lafayette, CA
925-284-6150 www.LafayettePT.com

Books never gy gy of sty\e

-
Holiday Hours:
Mon-Fri 10-6 “
= Sat 10-5
Closed Sunday

Shop In-Store or Online

Ir.f'*' =™ 971 Moraga Rd, Lafayette
: 925-284-4720
: clocksetc.net

Free Local Delivery
Free Gift Wrapping

Garden Art & Home Décor
Clocks - Stylish & Themed

Handmade Coasters & Cards

Holiday Decorations, too!

New! Personal Shopping with
Wendy using Zoom or FaceTime

Enjoy cooking, grilling and baking your food in
a wood fired oven. Alfa is the worldwide leader
in manufacturing residential wood and gas fired

ovens for backyard and kitchens. Made in Italy

Now at:

1409 Moraga Way, Moraga | 925.376.3600

www.moragahardware.com | Moraga Shopping Center

Store Hours: Mon-Sat 8am - 5:30pm, Sun 9am - 5pm

T

"alm,s Bay Area Homes
Beautiful Sin

! IOdi ett’s .
FLOOR COVERING

“Quality and Service Since 1946”  Abbey Carpet.
Lic. # 177588

www.blodgetts.com

925.284.4807

The UPS Store  Bs

3291 Mt. Diablo Ct., Lafayette

Hours: Our location:
Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00 3527 Mt Diablo Bivd
Sat 9-5, Sun closed Lafayette, CA 94549

v/ Shipping
v" Copying, Finishing
v/ Printing Services

v“Notary Services

v Postal Services

v/ Business Services
store0202@theupsstore.com

www.theUpsStorelLocal.com/0202

Lafayette Auto Bodg Inc.

www.lafayetteautobody.com

Offering a selection of
thoughtful books including
local authors, biographies,
history, philosophy,
current events, and classic
literature. We also carry a
great selection of fiction,
young adult, and classic
children’s books.

Holiday Hours: Monday-Friday 10 - 5:30
Saturday 10-5 and Sunday 12-5
3645 C Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette
(925) 385-3026 https://reasonable.online/

Watch for
Shop Orinda Jan. 5
Call for Advertising

925.377.0977

Exquisite
selection
of orchid,
amaryllis and
succulent
arrangements
for the
holidays!!

D f 11‘\ *.I] EL]
GCARDEN

2 Theatre Square #110 Orinda
(925)258-6900

HOME
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Holly is one of the most well-known holiday
berries used in wreaths.

By Cynthia Brian

“To me, the garden is a doorway to other
worlds; one of them, of course, is the world
of birds. The garden is their dinner table,
bursting with bugs and worms and succulent
berries.”~ Anne Raver

Birdy, it’s cold outside.

Deciduous trees are barren of leaves, autumn
perennials have finished their blooming cycle, and
few flowers adorn the landscape. The glistening
ornaments that embellish the foliage are a gastro
delight for birds.

OUR HOMES
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Cotoneaster berries provide a winter bird
buffet.

Winter has arrived and with it the beautiful
berries that are a vital source of food for birds as
well as a traditional embellishment to Christmas
wreaths and garlands. When we think of berries,
we normally conjure images of blackberries, blue-
berries, raspberries or strawberries, all grown and
harvested in the warmer months. Winter berries
are different, and although they are a small fleshy
fruit, they are mostly enjoyed by wildlife, with a
few edible exceptions eaten by humans.

My garden boasts a plethora of winter berries
that encourage my feathered friends to hang
around for the holidays. Finches, mockingbirds,
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Nandina
poisonous and deadly to all wildlife and
domestic animals.
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.. read on Page D2

, also known as heavenly bamboo, is

Photos Cynthia Brian

robins, sparrows, jays, quail, doves, bluebirds, and
orioles are attracted to the many varieties of
berries that will provide their nutrition during a
cold and stark winter. A few of my favorites in-
clude pyracantha, cotoneaster, viburnum, pepper,
Chinese pistache, rosehips, holly, yew and bar-
berry. Of these, only the pepper berries and rose-
hips are consumed by my family. Although pome-
granates are not a berry, their jewel-red seeds
called arils remind me of tiny berries and I grow
them in my garden.

... continued on Page D10



Happy Holidays! Looking forward to 2022!!

Lamorinda, a place we call home, is so special and unique,
that we love introducing it to others and welcoming them
as new neighbors to our community.

We are busy preparing properties for the 2022 market,
please give us a call, we’d love to help you too!

TRUST. EXPERIENCE. RESULTS.

GClenn Beaubelle, Kellie Beaubelle
Nancy Stryker, Lynn Molloy
925.200.5011

TheBeaubelleGroup.com
DRE 00678426 | 01165322 | 01910108 | 01290021

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235,
All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified.
Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description.

All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

City Last reported Lowest amount Highest amount
LAFAYETTE 15 $1,005,000 $4,420,000
MORAGA 15 $395,000 $2,675,000
ORINDA 12 $1,046,000 $4,125,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

125 Camelia Lane, $4,420,000, 4 Bdrms, 4072 SqFt, 2020 YrBlt, 11-05-21

4520 Canyon Road, $3,300,000, 5 Bdrms, 4479 SqFt, 1978 YrBlt, 11-08-21

4077 Coralee Lane, $1,675,000, 3 Bdrms, 2478 SqFt, 1975 YrBlt, 11-05-21,
Previous Sale: $920,000, 11-19-13

8 Corte Rinaldo, $1,690,000, 3 Bdrms, 3759 SqFt, 1977 YrBlt, 11-08-21,
Previous Sale: $425,000, 05-01-87

3239 Del Mar Drive, $1,402,000, 3 Bdrms, 2007 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 11-09-21,
Previous Sale: $855,000, 04-19-06

1000 Dewing Avenue #216, $1,005,000, 2 Bdrms, 1123 SqFt,
2017 YrBIt, 11-12-21

3260 Gloria Terrace, $1,525,000, 2 Bdrms, 1420 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 11-10-21,
Previous Sale: $127,000, 04-01-78

3920 Happy Valley Road, $2,000,000, 4 Bdrms, 3902 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 11-12-21

385 Hermosa Court, $1,200,000, 3 Bdrms, 1276 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 11-08-21,
Previous Sale: $945,000, 10-11-21

2749 Kinney Drive, $1,225,000, 2 Bdrms, 1527 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 11-01-21,
Previous Sale: $1,030,000, 02-05-21

3938 Leroy Way, $2,385,000, 3 Bdrms, 2456 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 11-01-21

316 Lowell Lane, $2,250,000, 4 Bdrms, 2771 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 11-02-21,
Previous Sale: $1,569,000, 04-04-08

740 Moraga Road, $1,695,000, 5 Bdrms, 2685 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 11-12-21,
Previous Sale: $87,000, 11-01-89

6 Olde Creek Place, $1,630,000, 5 Bdrms, 2290 SqFt, 1998 YrBIt, 11-12-21

1265 Upper Happy Valley Road, $4,100,000, 5 Bdrms, 3343 SqFt,
1936 YrBlt, 11-03-21, Previous Sale: $2,850,000, 09-01-15

MORAGA

118 Alta Mesa Court, $1,435,000, 4 Bdrms, 3033 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 11-04-21,
Previous Sale: $450,000, 09-01-89

2129 Ascot Drive #10, $610,000, 2 Bdrms, 1314 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 11-09-21

943 Augusta Drive, $1,420,000, 4 Bdrms, 3424 SqFt, 1989 YrBlt, 11-08-21,
Previous Sale: $1,275,000, 04-12-07

3862 Campolindo Drive, $1,927,000, 4 Bdrms, 1937 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 11-10-21

10 Crockett Drive, $2,675,000, 5 Bdrms, 3831 SqFt, 1988 YrBlt, 11-10-21,
Previous Sale: $1,975,000, 07-06-17

128 Danefield Place, $2,300,000, 5 Bdrms, 2929 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 11-02-21

1615 Del Monte Way, $2,320,000, 5 Bdrms, 2745 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 11-04-21,
Previous Sale: $1,420,000, 04-19-14

2133 Donald Drive #4, $585,000, 2 Bdrms, 1386 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 11-01-21

651 Moraga Road #6, $395,000, 1 Bdrms, 669 SqFt, 1962 YrBIt, 11-10-21

651 Moraga Road #32, $540,000, 2 Bdrms, 1144 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 11-02-21,
Previous Sale: $475,000, 08-24-18

... continued on Page D11



WHO YOU LIST WITH MATTERS.

IN 2021, OUR LISTINGS SOLD FOR AN AVERAGE OF 25% HIGHER
PRICE PER SQUARE FOOT THAN THE LAMORINDA MARKET AVERAGE.

IF YOU'RE CONSIDERING SELLING
IN 2022, WORK WITH THIS

AWARD-WINNING

REAL ESTATE TEAM AND GET
TOP DOLLAR FOR YOUR HOME.

TOP 1% OF REALTORS IN CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

L 8 8 8 8 ¢
FIVE STAR AWARD-WINNING REALTORS

WSJ TOP REAL ESTATE
PROFESSIONALS IN AMERICA

ﬂ Best of Zillow

GIVE US A CALL ANYTIME!

STELLA TSAKONAS - CALBRE #01363574
925.878.6603
STELLA@STELLAANDSTEPHANIE.COM

STEPHANIE MULL - CALBRE #01955633
925.878.1896
STEPHANIE@STELLAANDSTEPHANIE.COM

STELLAANDSTEPHANIE.COM COMPASS

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price,

condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to the accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. *Based on information from the Contra Costa Association of REALTORS (alternatively, from the Paragon MLS) as of 11/1/21 (date
the AOR/MLS data was obtained). All data has not been, and will not be, verified by broker or MLS. All information should be independently reviewed and verified for accuracy.



6 Valencia Dr, Orinda

30 Sea Pines,Moraga
SO MANY HAPPY 53 Parklane Dr. Orinda

25 Dias Dorados, Orinda

MOWN]S FOR MY 3423 Freeman Rd. Lafayette

38 Muth Dr. Orinda

BUYERS AND SEIlERS 8 Estates Dr,, Orinda

N Dos Posos, Orinda
TI_]]S YEAR 9 Sleepy Hollow Lane, Orinda
8 Robert Road, Orinda
154 Camino Sobrante, Orinda
120 Ravenhill Rd. Orinda
63 Orchard Rd. Orinda
236 lvy Dr, Orinda
2 Calvin Dr,, Orinda
4 Crown Court, Orinda
1055 Via Roble, Lafayette
114 Merion Terrace, Moraga
10 Joaquin Patio, Stinson
107 Merion Terrace, Moraga
172 Lombardy Dr,, Orinda
30 Owl HillRd., Orinda
78 Shuey Dr, Moraga
653 Augusta Dr, Moraga
26 Tappan Dr.,, Orinda
21 Scenic Dr,, Orinda

925.980.3829 DRE# 01885058 /Oﬁé
Shannon@ ShannonConner.com Villageassociates.com
ShannonConnercom 925.254.0505

ASSOCIATES




E SOLD

SORAYA GOLESORKHI
REALTOR"

23 Martha Road, Orinda (S)

550 Orindawoods Drive, Orinda (S)
69 Windy Creek Way, Orinda (S)

241 Corliss Drive, Moraga (S & B)
2453 Providence Court, Walnut Creek (S)
1284 Shell Circle, Clayton (S)

3607 Whitworth Drive, Dublin (S)
4819 Reno Lane, El Sobrante (S)
1304 Larch Avenue, Moraga (B)

2920 Windtree Court, Lafayette (B)
1896 Camino Estrada, Concord (B)
3231 Camino Colorados, Lafayette (B)
2001 Skycrest #2, Walnut Creek (B)

1854 Penny Lane, Concord (B)

CW (W / PENDING
W 0 (S) 8 Dale Court, Lafayette (S)

ope . 440 Warwick Drive, Walnut Creek (B)
to you and your families and all the best wishes for the New Year!
....................................................................................................................................... S = Seller | B = Buyer

For a full service, personal, concierge-style
experience, call me.

6,,1..1_

Soraya Golesorkhi EE?IJE\EMRELL
925.808.8390 =

sg@soraya4dhomes.com

soraya4homes.com COLDWELL BANKER

DRE #01771736 5 Moraga Way, Orinda




Slappy Slolidays

FROM MY FAMILY TO YOURS

Thankful now more than ever for
our incredible community. Wishing
everyone safe and healthy holidays

and a wonderful 2022.

www.holcenberg.com

| o

Michelle Holcenberg

" Coldwell Banker Top 100 SF Bay Area

michelle@holcenberg.com
925-324-0405
BRE #01373412

5 r
. . = i
- _
©2018 Coldwel Banker Real Estate LLC. Al Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a fegistered trademarklicénsed to Coldvell Banker Real Estate LLC, An Equal Opportunity Company

Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker ResidéntiakBrokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary 6f NRI'LLC. Real estate agents affated vithl Coldviell Banke Residential Brokerage
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RATES ARE NEAR ALL TIME LOWS!
30 YEAR FIXED RATE TO $5,000,000!

2.750% /2.799% APR
GREAT CONFORMING RATES!

Fixed Rates to $647,200 Fixed Rates to $970,800

RATE  APR RATE APR
30 Year Fixed | 2.750% | 2.836% 2.874% | 2.944%

I5 YearFixed |  1.999% |2.155% | 1999% |2.200%

“PROVIDING PREMIER LOAN PRODUCTS AND SERVICE FROM THE MOST
EXPERIENCED AND SOLUTION-ORIENTED PROFESSIONALS IN YOUR COMMUNITY.”

Call 925-314-5299 for Today’s Quote!

This is not a loan commitment, nor is it a guarantee of any F_-.-

kind. This comparison is based solely on estimated #gures and g -q :I\ o
g toncd astle

information available at the time of production. Interest rate is
e
| Land & Home Financial

subject to borrower and property qualifying. Stonecastle Land
and Home Financial, Inc. is an Equal Opportunity Lender.

OM SELECT UNITS
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GOOO FOR 3MONTRS
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LIMITED AVAILABILITY
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What's that?

Whoa I've abwaoys liked
the idea of remcdaling
bt i seamed like go

rUCH work, Kinda cool
they hielp you figum #

ol

We’re not just a real estate brokerage.
We’re your contractor and designer, too.

We’re Enkasa. Just think of us as your agent, contractor, and designer—all in one.
Figure out what needs remodeling (and how much it will cost) before you buy. Plan
for updates to increase your home’s value before you sell. Our team is your team,
and we’re here to help you get the most out of every home.

Text or call 925.238.3358 ﬁ E N K A S A

EnkasaHomes.com Unlock the potential in every home.



finolalellner

REAL ESTATE

Wishing you a wonderful
holiday surrounded
by family and friends.

May your home be

filled with the magic
of the season.

4

COMPASS

finolafellner.com | finola.fellner@compass.com
925.890.7807 | DRE 01428834




THE REVIEWS ARE IN

Thank You

FOR A WONDERFUL YEAR

Emily made a stressful process of selling our house feel comfortable.
She was quick to respond to questions and concerns and her expertise
in the Lamorinda market was really appreciated. We sold our house with

multiple offers over asking and were thrilled with the outcome!”

— Seller, Orinda

| worked with Emily on selling my home of 25 years

recently and | cannot say enough about how sensitive, Emily was extremely proactive informing us on

caring and professional she was in helping me prepare for upcoming homes. Once we found our dream home she

this life changing event. Her knowledge of the business guided us into a competitive and fair offer. She seemed

was impressive as she guided me through the maze of the to know exactly when to step in and offer guidance and

entire process from making decisions on what needed to when to patiently wait for us to make a decision. Emily

be done to make my house shine to keeping me relaxed was supportive, honest and responsive—a true partner

throughout the entire process. throughout the entire process. We are so fortunate
Emily is definitely a shining star in this profession. In to have met and worked with her and would strongly
addition, Emily helped me buy another home in the area recommend her to our friends and family.”

and it went as smooth as silk!”
— Buyer, Orinda
— Seller, Lafayette

EMILY ESTRADA

REAL ESTATE
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925-708-8116 // EMILY@EMILYESTRADA.COM // EMILYESTRADA.COM // @EMILYESTRADAREALESTATE
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian
A berry, Merry Chrlstmas ... mostly for the birds

.. continued from Page D1

Pomegranates are a staple of the Christmas
fruit basket because of their festive holiday col-
ors. The arils are filled with antioxidants,
potassium, fiber, vitamins, and minerals, pack-
ing a punch to keep us healthy. Add them to
salads, make a chutney, or stir a splash of juice
in a glass of sparkling wine for a festive, flavor-
ful indulgence.

The pretty pink peppercorns from a Cali-
fornia pepper tree are a gourmet’s desire. Since
these trees are grown as ornamentals many
people don’t realize that their berries are edi-
ble, with a fruity, spice profile that comple-
ments numerous recipes. They can be dried or
used fresh. I have found the best way to grind
them is with my mortar and pestle because
their paper-thin husks get caught in my twist
grinder. When making stews or soups, I toss the
whole berry, called a drupe because it is a sin-
gle seed, in the pot. If you buy pink pepper-
corns, be prepared to pay $10-15 per ounce.
Consider planting a California pepper tree
which will grow to 30 feet tall and wide if you
have the room.

Although it is mid-December, my roses
continue to bloom. This month I am no longer
dead-heading my bushes as I want the rosehips
to form. Since roses are in the same family as
apples and crab apples, the taste of rosehips
mimics the tartness of crab apples. The
Photo Cynthia Brian seeds/berries of rosehips have powerful
disease-fighting capabilities and are packed
with vitamin C. After washing the hips, use
them to make jellies, teas, syrups, soups, and
desserts. ... continued on Page D12

Pyracantha berries are a favorite dinner for robins.

Fresh Co at Restoration LLC Our advertisers make our paper possible to print

d deliver free to your home. Please thank them

Rest Refresh | Re-D Rebuild an y

estore | Refres |. er esign | Rebul Willfﬂ/l:I:I::ion and let them know you saw their ad.
925-655-7528 of this ad Your publishers,

Andy and Wendy Scheck

New Builds
Staining

Restoration @
... and so much more! W

Lic #9664 - . Check us out on Yelp and Google!

Local newspapef delivered to Lafayette, Mor_aga and Orinda
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VANGUARD PROPERTIES | EAST BAY
971 DEWING AVENUE, LAFAYETTE

@ F RERINGSAINKE NALFR E EYRIN E V- -REAL AR SIFASRESIERC R BRGENE E ¢ INTFHE EASTBAY

For more information, contact Regional Director, Ron Mintz 925.872.0968 | ron@vanguardproperties.com Dre#01095341

PROPERTIES

VANGUARDPROPERTIES.COM &L dyguARD

DRE#01486075
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian
A berry, Merry Christmas ... mostly for the birds

Viburnum berries are a satisfying food for feathered friends and some species
are edible by humans.

... continued from Page D10

For the birds...

Peeking through leaves and decorating trees and shrubs, winter berries
are nature’s Christmas décor. As beautiful as they are, the most critical ele-
ment of growing these botanicals in your garden is the nutritional fare they
provide for the birds and other wildlife during the coldest season of the year
when food sources are limited. There are several other autumn ripened

Photos Cynthia Brian
Yew berries are poisonous except for the red flesh arils.

berry-bearing bushes or vines that still have shriveled fruit hanging, such as
grape and elderberry, that can be left for the birds. Here’s a sampling of vi-
brant holiday berry dinners fit for the birds.

Cotoneaster emerged as a volunteer in my garden, most likely from seeds
brought in by birds. It is an evergreen shrub that grows into a tree if not
properly pruned sporting white flowers in spring that are a magnet for bees
and rich red berries in winter that are a delicacy for birds. Deer munch on
the branches which doesn’t bother the bush. Cotoneaster is fire-resistant and
can be propagated from cuttings, although I have found that once one co-
toneaster is in a landscape, others seem to sprout like weeds.

Holly has glossy leaves that are either serrated or have spiny teeth. Be-
cause most hollies are dioecious, you'll need to plant both a male and female
for cross-pollination if you want those glorious red berries to decorate gar-
lands, wreaths, and Christmas trees. English holly and American holly are the
two species most used during the holidays. Although holly berries tend to
start ripening in fall, most birds, including blackbirds and song thrushes
don’t start feeding on them until late winter when other food is scarce.

Chinese pistache is one of my favorite trees for its exuberant fall color of
yellows and oranges with attractive berries that metamorphose from green to
aqua, to pink, and finally magenta. Birds, turkeys, quail, and squirrels go
crazy for the bunches of berries that hang from the branches. I add a few
sprays to my Christmas tree whenever the fowl and squirrels are kind enough
to leave me a few bunches.

... continued on Page D14
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Lamorinda home sales recorded ... continued from Page D2

Moraga ... continued
3962 Paseo Grande, $1,860,000, 3 Bdrms, 1946 SqFt, 1969 YrBlt, 11-05-21, Previous Sale: $760,000, 06-23-03
304 Rheem Boulevard, $1,600,000, 3 Bdrms, 1710 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 11-01-21, Previous Sale: $750,000, 05-04-04
1903 Saint Andrews Drive, $2,300,000, 5 Bdrms, 3424 SqFt, 1983 YrBlt, 11-03-21, Previous Sale: $1,150,000, 11-12-13
3 Via Barcelona, $955,000, 3 Bdrms, 2417 SqFt, 1987 YrBIt, 11-12-21, Previous Sale: $615,000, 09-23-11
454 Woodminster Drive, $715,000, 2 Bdrms, 1474 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 11-08-21

ORINDA
14 Aspinwall Court, $1,430,000, 4 Bdrms, 1925 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 11-12-21
14 Bobolink Road, $2,850,000, 6 Bdrms, 3597 SqFt, 1949 YrBIt, 11-09-21
32 Calvin Drive, $1,600,000, 3 Bdrms, 2184 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 11-10-21
211 Crestview Drive, $1,046,000, 2 Bdrms, 970 SqFt, 1971 YrBIt, 11-01-21
492 Dalewood Drive, $4,125,000, 4 Bdrms, 3438 SqFt, 1969 YrBlt, 11-01-21, Previous Sale: $1,400,000, 08-15-00
2 Keith Drive, $1,800,000, 3 Bdrms, 2126 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 11-12-21
23 Longridge Road, $1,520,000, 3 Bdrms, 2025 SqFt, 1982 YrBlt, 11-04-21, Previous Sale: $1,100,000, 07-03-18
30 Meadow Park Court, $1,980,000, 4 Bdrms, 1772 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 11-01-21, Previous Sale: $679,000, 09-18-01
5 North Lane, $1,680,000, 4 Bdrms, 1831 SqFt, 1956 YrBIt, 11-09-21, Previous Sale: $875,000, 01-23-19
22 South Trail, $1,310,000, 3 Bdrms, 2709 SqFt, 1946 YrBlt, 11-05-21, Previous Sale: $1,350,000, 11-04-16
3 Valley View Lane, $3,100,000, 6 Bdrms, 5409 SqFt, 1989 YrBlt, 11-03-21, Previous Sale: $2,715,000, 07-12-07
30 Whitehall Drive, $1,710,000, 3 Bdrms, 1857 SqFt, 1959 YrBIt, 11-12-21

Just Sold: Thank yOU,

114 Merion Terrace, Moraga buyers and sellers in 2021
466 Woodminster, Moraga

+ 73 Brookwood Rd #43, Orinda
29 Crescent Dr, Orinda
4290 El Nido Ranch Rd, Orinda ﬂ A
25 Los Cerros, Orinda - .

9 Via Corte, Orinda
35 Underhill Rd, Orinda

859 Grayson Rd, Pleasant Hill ;

1767 Ruth Dr, Pleasant Hill

257 Kingston Way, Walnut Creek :

1673 Poplar Dr, Walnut Creek

2009 Stewart Ave, Walnut Creek 925-330-9474 | john@johnbnash.com

; www.johnbnash.com | DRE # 01995244
TRANSACTIONS 2827 Fernside Blvd, Alameda

1411 Ridgewood Dr, Martinez
5325 Stonehurst Dr, Martinez JOhn NaSh
realtor

4337 Clarinbridge, Dublin

home is where you make it

villageassociates.com | @villageassociates \/|||age 925.254.0505 | It's Village. Of Course.



Page: D14 LAMORINDA WEEKLY OUR HOMES

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977 Wednesday, December 22, 2021

Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

g Yoy '

A berry, Merry Ch

X

Pink peppercorns from the California pepper tree add tasty, mild
flavors to food.

ristmas ... mostly

or the birds

|
Photos Cynthia Brian

Pistache berries are great for decorating Christmas trees if they aren’t

devoured by birds and squirrels first.

... continued from Page D12

Pyracantha may be the preferred winter staple of robins. Birds flock to
the orange-red berries called pomes, eating so many that they seem intoxi-
cated. Known as firethorns, pyracantha is a fast-growing plant with sharp
thorns. Volunteers sprout in unusual locations thanks to the birds spreading
their seeds. Keep pyracantha pruned and use branches with berries in holi-
day arrangements.

Viburnum shrubs and hedges add beauty to any garden. They produce
pinkish-white flowers that bloom from spring until late fall, depending on the
species. Birds love munching on berries ripening in winter with colors that
are black, blue, purple, bright red, neon pink, and even yellow. Some species
are edible by humans, but other species can be toxic. Unless you know that
the viburnum you planted is edible, leave the berries to the birds.

Yew berries red flesh called arils are sweet and safe for birds. The arils
provide nutrients needed by the flyers. The seed inside is deadly, and birds
know to discard it. Often called the Tree of Death, all parts of the yew tree are
poisonous except the arils. The highly poisonous taxane alkaloids of the yew
have been developed as anti-cancer drugs.

Not for the birds...or any animal

Nandina adds multi-season interest to any garden with its nectar-rich

white flowers that attract pollinators followed by clusters of green berries

that ripen to shiny bright red in late fall. The lacy foliage emerges as purple,
then turns green, then changes to red and purple throughout the year. As
much as I love this ornamental bush, it is important to know the berries are
deadly to birds, wildlife, and domestic animals. Most birds innately avoid this
plant, but the voracious eaters, cedar waxwings, are susceptible to imbibing
until intoxicated. The berries contain cyanogenic glycosides that convert to
hydrogen cyanide when ingested.

WARNING: When planting berry-bearing bushes, please be cognizant that
most provide wildlife forage but may be toxic, poisonous, or even deadly when
consumed by humans. Never put any plant substance in your mouth unless you
are certain that it is edible.

There is still time to give the gifts that keep on giving by purchasing any
of my award-winning books from www.CynthiaBrian.com/online-store. Pro-
ceeds benefit the literacy charity empower women, families, and youth, Be
the Star You Are!® 501 c3 (www.BetheStarYouAre.org)

You will receive many additional gifts with every purchase.

Birdscape your garden by growing a bird-friendly sanctuary with berry-
producing floras that birds will love. Wander in a winter wonderland of
wildlife and have a berry, merry Christmas ... with the birds!

Blessings to all and a ho, ho, ho!

Happy Gardening. Happy Growing. Happy Holidays!
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McDonnell \@ Nursery

$al W
family owned since 1933 )

We are open thru Xmas eve for last minute Christmas gifts.
We will be closed for the holiday break, reopening on Jan. Sth

www.mcdonnellnursery.com

196 Moraga Way -« (925) 254-3713 < Open Wednesday - Sunday

Ll b b B r‘_* t

Cynthia Brian wishes you a very berry,
merry Christmas

Cynthia Brian, The Goddess Gardener, is available for hire
to help you prepare for your winter garden. Raised in the
vineyards of Napa County, Cynthia is a New York Times
best-selling author, actor, radio personality, speaker, media
and writing coach as well as the Founder and Executive
Director of Be the Star You Are!® 501 c3. Tune into
Cynthia’s StarStyle® Radio Broadcast at
www.StarStyleRadio.com.

Buy copies of her books, including, Chicken Soup for the
Gardener’s Soul, Growing with the Goddess Gardener, and
Be the Star You Are! www.cynthiabrian.com/online-store.
Receive a FREE inspirational music DVD and special
savings.

Hire Cynthia for writing projects, garden consults, and
inspirational lectures.

Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com

Enlarge your living area with an outdoor kitchen or entertainment space complete with a built in
barbecue and the warm glow of a stone or masonry fireplace.
Garden Lights Landscape Development, Inc. is a full service landscape & pool design build firm.
We design & install with just one call 925-254-4797 + www.gardenlightslandscape.com

Celebrating over 20 years of service in Lamorinda. Bonded — Licensed & Insured License# 702845 (27 & (53




+ LAMORINDA'S LEADING INDEPENDENT REAL ESTATE FIRM +

ORINDA

11 La Fond

Single level 4 bed/ 3 bath home on
.71 private acre lot w/ updated
kitchen & family room, pool, &
outdoor kitchen!

11 Ranch Road
Rare 3 bed/ 3.5 bath on 1.17 acres
w/ gorgeous level lawns & patios.
Gracious 3826 sqft home - create

your dream!

$3,035,000 $2,350,000
ORINDA - ORINDA

23 Kittiwake Road

Private residential .43 acre lot in
one of Bay Area’s most sought after
neighborhoods. Close to Highway

73 Brookwood Road #13
Updated 2 bed/ 1.5 bath condo
conveniently located near BART/
Hwy 24, downtown Orinda, & top-

rated schools!
$700,000

24 & downtown!

$575,000

LAFAYETTE MORAGA

New Lease!

3342 S Lucille Lane

Located in Lafayette Valley Estates
is this 1154 sqft rancher w/ 3 beds/
2 baths. Close distance to trails,
parks, & top rated schools!

$4,200/mo

34 San Pablo Court

Special 4 bed/ 2.5 bath located in
The Bluffs neighborhood w/
gorgeous gardens, pool/spa, &

private backyard!

$2,255,000

0 facebook.com/VillageAssociates
O twitter.com/villageassoc
instagram.com/VillageAssociates

=,
o il

8 Avis Court

Exceptionally charming 4 bed/ 2.5
bath home located at end of cul-
de-sac w/ gorgeous pool, patios,

decks, & views!
$2,101,500

ORINDA

ORINDA

21 Scenic Drive

Single-level 3 bed/ 3 bath located
in beloved Glorietta neighborhood.
Sits on almost half an acre w/ views

of the hills!
$1,900,000

LAFAYETTE

73 Brookwood Road #43
Chic 1 bed/ 1 bath condo in tree-
house like setting! Renovated in
2016 w/ vinyl flooring, quartz
counter tops & more!

$488,000

WALNUT CREEK

iy e

310 Beacon Ridge Lane
Private 3 bed/ 3 bath end unit
townhouse w/ view of hiking trails
& walking distance to pool &

tennis courts!

$1,200,000

1130 Nogales Street
Charming 3 bed/ 2 bath single
story home w/ extra room! Perfect
for office, family room, or extra
bedroom w/ large closet!

$1,278,000

WALNUT CREEK

Pending!

1460 Springbrook Road
Charming 3 bed/ 2 bath Rancher
on private lot near downtown w/ 1
bed/ 1 bath guest house.
Remodeled in 2014!

$1,149,000

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 « Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505

Visit www.villageassociates.com Click on

The Village
Associates:

Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner
Meara Dunsmore
Linda Ehrich
Joan Evans
Linda Friedman
Claudia Gohler
Dexter Honens |
April Matthews
Hillary Murphy
Karen Murphy
John Nash
Altie Schmitt
Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf
Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Clark Thompson

Angie Evans Traxinger

Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward

Margaret Zucker

Village

ASSOCIATES

It's Village. Of Course.

DRE#01301392





