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One local man s mission: Clean up the town

Debris collected durmg Bollmger Canyon cleanup.

By Diane Claytor

Scott Parker is a man on a
mission and he’s hoping many
of us will do what we can to
help accomplish the ultimate
goal: ridding Moraga of litter
and making sure it stays that
way.

For the past four months,
the Moraga resident has
single-handedly cleaned up
many of the town’s public
spaces, including watersheds,
creeks, empty lots and road-
sides. He has spent hours fill-
ing hundreds of garbage bags
with tons of trash. “I'm guess-
ing I’'ve picked up about 5,000-
6,000 pounds of garbage,
probably 30 years worth of
litter,” Parker proclaims. He’s
found thousands of bottles
and cans, painting supplies,
dumped garbage, furniture,
discarded barrels, motorbikes,
shopping carts, TV’s and even

a rusted-out old car he esti-
mates is from the ’50s. And
while he’s done the work on
his own, he has received con-
siderable help from the town’s
staff in hauling much of the
garbage away.

Alover of nature and the
outdoors, Parker has always
hated seeing litter, whether
along the side of a road or on
a beach. Whenever he’d go
hiking or take his dogs for a
walk, he’d pick up trash. He’d
be at the park or a soccer field
and pick up trash. “We should
all be doing this,” he insists.
“If we all made this small ef-
fort, garbage wouldn’t be such
a huge issue.”

Parker, a finance strate-
gist, found himself between
jobs and with time on his
hands. After dropping his son
off for soccer practice at the
Lafayette Community Center
one day, Parker looked around
and noticed how much trash
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Debrls found at Pamted Rock

there was, especially in the
areas that were more difficult
to access. So he picked it up.
He began carrying trash bags
in the car and every time he
dropped one of his boys off
for practice, he’d take an hour
or so to drive somewhere,
park, walk around and take in
the landscape. There was no
dearth of trash. Parker reports

that he collected about 16
bags of garbage over approxi-
mately five hours just on St.
Mary’s Road.

He stopped at the
Bollinger Canyon pullout and
was shocked at the amount of
trash all the way down to the
creek. He found an old HVAC
unit, started rocking it back
and forth to break it apart. It
took him an hour and that’s
when he made a decision.
“OK, it’s on,” he remembers
thinking. “I'm going to get
everything I can out of this
watershed. I don’t care how
heavy it is, 'm going to get it
out and then I'm going to fig-
ure out where the problems
are and go to the town, de-
scribing all I'm seeing.” Parker
says he spent more than 20
hours, pulling out at least
3,000 pounds of dumped items
and trash from this one area.

“I was on a mission,” he
declares. Parker hit the vacant
lot next to the Rheem Theatre
where he spent hours clean-
ing up trash. He picked up
nine bags of garbage at the
hill by the storage facility,
more bags at the empty lot by
7-11 and hundreds of bottles
and cans in the creek by the
Commons. He climbed up to
Painted Rock where he
cleaned up hundreds of paint
cans and painting parapher-
nalia. He picked up two car-
loads of trash on Canyon dri-
ving out to Pinehurst.

All the while, Parker re-
calls, he’s thinking about what
can be done to stop all this
dumping. “I'm mentally
strategizing,” he says, “think-
ing about going to the town
and telling them this is what
I'm seeing, this is what I'm

of Moraga

doing and asking them what
can all of us do to prevent
garbage from accumulating?”
He has some ideas: more
garbage cans, fencing around
some pullouts, annual inspec-
tions of empty lots, creeks and
watershed areas. “Maybe even
some ‘Keep Moraga Beautiful’
signs,” he suggests.

Parker believes the next
steps are strategies and orga-
nization. “Let’s prevent this
from happening again,” he
states. “We all say we care
about the environment. Let’s
prove it. This is our backyard.
It doesn’t take much.

“All we need is to be vigi-
lant and curious,” Parker con-
tinues. “Pull off to the side of
the road. Look around. Pick
up trash that you see. That’s
all I did.”

The town of Moraga has a
page on their website where
residents can report issues of
concern (https://webrai.my-
civicapps.com/moragaca).
Parker strongly urges resi-
dents to use this resource.
“The Town needs to be aware
of the problems. When you go
for a walk, if you see some-
thing, say something,” he says.
“Advise town officials about
concerns through their web-
site. They’ve been pretty
responsive.”

Parker is no longer
searching for garbage. But
when he’s out and about, he’s
still looking around, picking
up litter. “It makes us feel bet-
ter to live in a clean house,
wear clean clothes. It’s the
same with the environment,”
he states. “A clean environ-
ment makes us feel better
about ourselves, our neigh-
bors and our community.”

Santa once again brightens holidays
in Moraga neighborhood

Following what was, no doubt,

a very busy night, Santa re-
turned to Moraga on Christ-
mas morning and fortunately,
he didn’t forget his umbrella.
Just like last year, Santa Ryan
Aull and his trusty elf, Jeff
Stone, rode through the
streets of Rheem Valley
Manor, loudly honking the
horn on their sleigh (actually
a bright yellow 1932 Ford
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truck), bringing delighted res-
idents of all ages out in the
rain to happily greet the pop-
ular duo. Santa waving and

shouting “Merry Christmas”
and “Ho, ho, ho” made Christ-
mas morning just a little more
magical. — Diane Claytor

AAUW OML to award Community Service
scholarships to Lamorinda high schools
and Saint Mary’s College
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The Orinda-Moraga-Lafayette
Branch (AAUW OML) of the
national organization Ameri-
can Association of University
Women, recognizing the im-
portance and value of com-
munity involvement by vol-
unteer students, will award
three Community Service
scholarships each to graduat-
ing women from Campolindo,
Miramonte and Acalanes high
schools. Three similar schol-
arships will also be awarded

to the High Potential Program
(HPP) participants in Saint
Mary’s College. HPP partici-
pants are all first generation
college students.

Students are encouraged
to apply for these scholar-
ships by the deadline of Feb.
15. Application information
may be obtained at the
branch website: oml-
ca.aauw.net or the school
counseling office. Each candi-
date will be personally inter-
viewed by a two-member
team from the AAUW OML
branch. Awards will be an-
nounced at a celebratory

event in April.

Fundraising for these
scholarships began earlier
this year. During February,
Pat Rudebusch, Orinda Books
owner, again generously of-

| fered to host a Book Fair by

featuring a special AAUW
table to “Treat Your Shelf”
with a variety of books rec-
ommended by AAUW mem-
bers. The books will represent
different genres and many
will be newly released. For a
detailed book list with brief
synopsis, check the list online
at oml-ca.aauw.net
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Mary H. Smith D.D.S.

A Professional Corporation

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

Proudly serving
the Lamorinda
community for over
26 years.

We always welcome
new patients.

Our office delivers
the highest quality

and service.

Consults are always
complementary.

Come visit our brand new State of the Art office.

1 Bates Blvd. Ste. 210, Orinda, 925.254.0824

ROCKRIDGE FURNITURE & DESIGN

rockridgefurniture.com

3048 cLAREMuNﬂVENUE BERKELEY 510-652-5753





