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A new mayor and vice mayor for
Moraga in 2022

Moraga Mayor Renata Sos

By Vera Kochan

Every new year in Moraga
brings a reorganization to the
town council. This year is no
exception. At the helm of the
town council is new mayor
Renata Sos, with the vice
mayoral duties belonging to
Sona MakkKker.

Sos first began her work
on the council in 2018, when
she was appointed to replace
a resigning Jeanette Fritzky.
When her term was up, Sos
ran for office and was elected
to a four-year term in 2020.
Prior service to the town was
a 2005-07 tenure with the
Planning Commission.

A graduate of Princeton
University with a degree in
mechanical/aerospace engi-

Vice Mayor Sona Makker
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neering, Sos went on to ob-
tain her Juris Doctor degree
from the University of
Chicago Law School, after
which she spent 12 years in
private practice as a litigator
of complex commercial cases.
When asked how the var-
ious council member differ-
ences can be set aside in or-
der to have productive and
constructive council meet-
ings, Sos replied that the new
year “will bring both chal-
lenges and opportunities to
the town council. We have
been elected by the voters to
set aside our differences and
make decisions that are in the
best interests of the town as a
whole. I believe that we are
up to the task, and that we
will address the issues before
us in a collegial and respect-

ful manner.”

Three top priorities dur-
ing Sos’ 2020 campaign in-
cluded exercising fiscal disci-
pline; the preservation of
Moraga’s open spaces; and an
investment in public safety,
infrastructure and commu-
nity service. She points out
that last year’s council collec-
tively did much to focus on
those priorities, “and made
decisions in a deliberative
and transparent way. I am
confident that this approach
will carry forward through
2022.”

Sos has volunteered her
time in various other ways to
the town, either through
coaching various youth sports
over the years or serving on
the board of the Moraga
Community Foundation. “My
family has shared with me
that they are proud of my
decades of service to this
community and proud that I
continue to be willing to give
of myself to the residents of
our town.”

Looking ahead to the
coming year, Sos said, “My
hope for 2022 is that our resi-
dents will continue the tradi-
tion of public service, civic
engagement, and respectful
discourse about the substan-
tive matters that come before
the town council.” Sos added,
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WE ARE HERE TO HELP

those with Alzheimer’s or other related dementias

LARC is a social adult day program

that offers stimulating, challenging, and interesting activities
to help slow the decline of dementia

LARG

Lamorinpa ADULT RESPITE CENTER
925-254-3465

433 Moraga Way Orinda

lamorindarespite.org

“In addition, I’d love to find
ways to reach a broader
cross-section of our commu-
nity, particularly parents of
young children, and help
them get connected with the
council.”

Makker had very recently
endured a torturous appoint-
ment process in October in
order to fill the seat vacated
by resigning council member
David Stromberg. In the space
of a month, she finds herself
as Moraga’s new vice mayor.

“When I was nominated, I
emphasized that I would be
ready to roll up my sleeves
and take on the role,” she
stated. “I continue to stand by
that and feel really energized
about volunteering my time
on the council.”

Born and raised in Tracy,
California, Makker served in
local government as Chair of
the Youth Advisory Commis-
sion and later in her home-
town’s Parks and Recreation
Department. Earning a BA in
sociology from the University
of California at Berkeley,
Makker went on to receive
her Juris Doctorate from

Santa Clara University School
of Law. “My family is proud to
see me get involved and put
my training in public policy
into practice. My husband
and I love soaking in every-
thing this town has to offer,
and we are committed to giv-
ing back however we can.”

Makker is looking for-
ward to whatever 2022 goals
the council sets. “I am also
looking forward to continuing
to build bridges and ties in
the community, especially
amongst individuals and
groups of diverse back-
grounds that the council has
not always heard from.”

Reflecting on the chal-
lenges the world currently
faces, Makker said, “Life and
work are changing and
evolving as we live in these
unprecedented times. En-
gagement with residents, re-
tail business owners, and vol-
unteers is even more crucial
right now to understand and
have a firm grasp on the
pulse of the community. This
is all of our jobs as council
members.”

‘Tts'like’bemng i heaven!”

—Paul Behrends, consultant

When was the last time

THE BREATHTAKINGLY BEAUTIFUL Shen Yun performance

is at once exciting, moving, and inspiring—like nothing you've
ever seen. The secret? Shen Yun’s works are steeped in a classical
aesthetic and timeless virtues. Its art transcends the trends and
tastes of our day. Shen Yun is your ticket to the world of classical
Chinese culture that you don’t know. Discover a new realm of
divinely inspired beauty and artistic mastery.

something was so beautiful,
it changed your life?

DEC 22-27, 2021

San Jose
Center for the Performing Arts

DEC 29-30, 2021

Berkeley
Lellerbach Hall

JAN 2-9, 2022

San Francisco
War Memorial Opera House

ShenYun.com/CA | 888-633-6999

ORDERTICKETS NOW!

Group ticketing available, buy 10 get one free. Promo code “Lamorinda$12” to waive all processing fee for Berkeley and San Francisco only.






