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JMLT campaign underway to save Harvey Ranch

One of the many hiking trails within Haey Ranch

By Vera Kochan

Anyone who takes a hike
along the trails within Harvey
Ranch is met with breathtak-
ing views of Moraga and be-
yond. Hoping to preserve a
143-acre section of the ranch
and create a 15,500-acre nat-
ural area by connecting the
three protected landscapes of
Las Trampas Regional
Wilderness, San Leandro Wa-
tershed and Painted Rock Pre-
serve (which includes Carr
Ranch, Buckhorn Creek, and
Rocky Ridge), the John Muir
Land Trust has been tasked by
property owner Charlene
Harvey to help her fulfill a
dream to preserve the loca-
tion against development.
Harvey’s husband, Jim,
first bought the nearly 200-
acre property and lived there
in a small cabin before they
met and married over 60
years ago. After their mar-
riage they lived in San Fran-
cisco, but kept adding on to
the structure at the ranch for
their weekend getaways and
eventual build-up of cattle.
“Jim always saw the ranch
as a buffer between the very
developed Bluffs and the very
rural nature of Bollinger
Canyon,” said Harvey. “We al-

ways talked about how to do
that and protect it, but he
didn’t really take that step in
his lifetime.”

After her husband passed
away, Harvey continued to
visit the ranch on weekends
and in summers with her
three generations of family,
but none of them had plans to
make it their primary resi-
dence, “so I began to think
about how I could protect it
from development.”

Harvey decided on the
143-acre figure because she
has a grandson who lives in
one of the houses on the
property and who helps man-
age the ranch, and she felt it
important to have a buffer of
land surrounding the houses
and barn while making the
rest available to the public.

With her decision to get
the ball rolling, Harvey con-
tacted JMLT through recom-
mendations. “Everyone I
asked had great things to say
about them — how easy it was
to work with them, and when
I met Linus I felt I would have
a real partner.”

No stranger to launching
land preservation campaigns,
JMLT Executive Director Linus
Eukel was happy to take up
the mantle and fulfill Harvey’s
vision. The Save Harvey
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Ranch Campaign is hoping to

raise $4 million by the Dec. 31,

2022 deadline. COVID man-
dates have thrown a wrench
into the efforts, but have not
deterred the full speed ahead
mindset to make the Harvey
family’s dream a reality.
“The $4 million goal cov-
ers our cost of acquiring Har-
vey Ranch,” explained Eukel.

“No two projects are the same.
These costs include appraisals,

surveys, natural resource as-
sessment reports, title re-
search, legal fees, staff time,
and the actual purchase price
for transferring title. It adds
up quickly!”

What's at stake is the loss
of 143 untouched acres of
land; a gateway to over 15,000
acres of pristine wilderness; a
new staging area with trail-
heads, and trail connections;
convenient access to the en-
tire Easy Bay; quick access to
amazing views and pathways;
an enhanced buffer for
wildlife; a protected view-
shed; and the preservation of
land surrounding Saint
Mary’s College.

The Harvey Ranch will
provide magnificent hiking
trails to nature lovers of any
age and ability. From short
walks to miles of trails with
varying terrain, there is

something to see and enjoy
for everybody. Equestrians
will even be allowed access to
centuries-old ranch roads.

The ranch itself is a habi-
tat for countless animals, rep-
tiles and raptors. Making the
area their domicile are gray
foxes, deer, opossums, rac-
coons, jackrabbits, weasels,
bobcats, mountain lions,
Northern alligator lizards, go-
pher snakes, Western pond
turtles, red-tailed and
Cooper’s hawks, golden eagles,
great blue herons and great
egrets, to name a few. Threat-
ened and endangered species
such as the Alameda whip-
snake and the California red-
legged frog also call Harvey
Ranch home.

When asked what will
happen to the 143 acres of
Harvey Ranch if the $4 million
figure falls short, Eukel
replied, “If we fall short, we
will not be able to purchase
any portion of the property.
The residents of Lamorinda
were extremely generous
when JMLT raised funds for
the successful acquisitions of
Carr Ranch and Painted Rock.
This community understands
the value and importance of
our conserved spaces. We are
optimistic.”

According to the JMLT
campaign, “A few minutes
spent in daily traffic on the
once-rural roads of Lamor-
inda make it clear that the

r

area is booming. Population
pressure grows as each new
home is built and new traffic
light is installed. Protecting
Harvey Ranch is a rare op-
portunity to save a landscape
that is universally recognized
as a critical conservation
milestone — a gem to be
spared from bulldozer, con-
crete and asphalt.”

“I just know how pleased
Jim would be about this deci-
sion,” stated Harvey. “He re-
ally was a true environmen-
talist, and to be able to protect
this little part of the county
and make it a gateway to the
larger trail system would be
exactly what he would have
wanted. The family is also
very pleased about this
decision.

“The land trust has been
great to work with,” added
Harvey. “As has Saint Mary’s
College, who has been a good
neighbor for 50 years. I think
this will be a win-win for
everyone.”

JMLT will host a virtual
kickoff event on Feb. 3, along
with public hikes in the spring
and summer. To sign up for
an e-newsletter or for more
information visit: jmlt.org or
call (925) 228-5018. To make a
donation to the Save Harvey
Ranch Campaign contact JMLT
Director of Development
Melanie Hogan:
melanie@jmlt.org.

Love and algorithms, ‘I'm Your Man’
from Germany an intelligent,
romantlc sc1 -fi fllm

By Sophie Braccini

In a not too distant future,
Alma, an anthropologist and
research director, is com-
pelled to enter an experiment
in order to get research fund-
ing: she is to evaluate a robot,
human-looking, whose behav-
ior and intellect has been de-
signed to be her perfect ro-
mantic partner. Alma, being a
rational individual who is
passionate about her re-
search, is not enthralled by
the prospect of living for three
weeks with a robot and she
enters the experiment claws
out. As the movie develops,
the relationship between
woman and robot of course
evolves, until the surprising
ending. This touching and
amusing German film, “I'm
Your Man,” opens in Orinda
on Jan. 21.
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Current dating apps al-
ready use algorithms to ana-
lyze people's preferences and
find for them the best possible
matches. The movie takes this
a step further and imagines
algorithms that create that
very special person who will
be “the one.” Director Maria
Schrader, who previously re-
alized the Netflix series “Un-
orthodox,” has created a sci-fi
romantic story with humor-
ous moments and emotional
aspects as well. The very en-
tertaining film is first a reflec-
tion on a society that, through
algorithms, feeds us what we
already like and entangles us
in an endless loop populated
with our previous choices.

The start of the movie is
reminiscent of the film “Her,”
but has a very different and
intriguing dynamic. Tom, the
boy-next-door-adorable-robot,
is played by British actor Dan

Stevens. He has been con-
ceived to meet all of Alma’s
desires, both physically and
intellectually. Stevens plays
with a lot of self-irony the
complexity of a robot that has

been programmed to fit a role,

but is also able to learn and
improve. But why doesn’t
Alma fall for the perfect
young man? Do we need a
perfect match to fall in love?
Is complete indulgence of all
our dreams that appealing?
Have we become so inept at
facing the risks of failure that
a safe relationship with a
make-belief human is a better
option?
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