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BVE 4th and 5th graders AIM
high to raise money for Afghan
refugees
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Submitted by
Cathy Martinsen

After a hiatus due to COVID, Burton
Valley Elementary’s AIM class brought
back its annual community service
project, the Book Bonanza, and had its
most successful year ever! The long-
standing tradition put on by Ms. Mar-
tinsen’s fourth- and fifth-graders is a
huge undertaking. The students col-
lect, price, and, of course, sell books ...
at incredibly low prices (some books
are as cheap as 25 cents). All proceeds
go to a charitable cause, and this year
the students chose to donate the
monies to help the Afghan refugees.
Jewish Family & Community Ser-
vices of the East Bay is leading the
Afghan Refugee Resettlement program
in the Bay Area, and they are in great
need of supplies and money to help
these people make a new home here.
The whole class banded together to
complete each step in the process, and
after three weeks of collecting and
pricing, the sale was on. Classes from

Burton Valley came to support the AIM
class by buying books, homemade
rainbow loom bracelets, bookmarks,
and origami, and dropping in dona-
tions to the donation jar. After the
four-day frenzy, the students counted
their money and were thrilled to find
they had made $2554.34 ... the most
ever raised!

The students were proud to pre-
sent a check to Ami Dodson of JFCS the
week before winter break. There were
still many books left and several boxes
were donated to the Contra Costa WIC
program, while the bulk (917 books)
went to the East Bay Children’s Book
Project. So many benefited from the
Book Bonanza this year, and it was a
rewarding experience for the class.

“It felt great knowing that we
helped other people,” agreed the en-
thusiastic students. Ms. Martinsen’s
class appreciates the support of the
Burton Valley community for all the
book donations as well as the subse-
quent purchases. It truly is a school-
wide effort.
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Campolindo Leos and Moraga
Lions donate to MEF
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From left: Leo secretary Natalie Barkey, Leo president Luca Rago,
Campolindo principal John Walker and Lion Dana Glasgow

Submitted by Bob Murtagh

During 2021 the Campolindo Leo Club
and Moraga Lions Club were success-
ful in conducting several fundraisers
in spite of the COVID virus. On Dec. 16,
2021 both clubs met with Campolindo
High School Principal John Walker and
presented him with a check payable to

the Moraga Education Foundation for
$500. This is the 17th year that both
Service Clubs have supported the
Moraga schools. The next fundraising
activity for Leos and Lions will be the
annual Crab Feed to be held on Jan.
22. (Drive thru only due to COVID.) For
more information about the Leos, Li-
ons or the crab feed contact Lion Bob
Murtagh - bobmurtagh@gmail.com.

Campo girls basketbhall team
surpasses goal, collects 1,600

shoes for Soles4Souls

Submitted by Diana Jackin

More than a thousand pairs of shoes
will be distributed overseas to help
those in need thanks to a shoe drive by
the Campolindo High School girls’ bas-
ketball team and sponsored by realtor
Jon Wood of Compass, a national real
estate technology company. Surpass-
ing their goal of 500 pairs of shoes, the
girls collected over 1,600 pairs for
Soles4Souls, a nonprofit that turns un-
wanted shoes into opportunity by
keeping them from going to waste and
putting them to good use.

Soles4Souls distributes shoes to
underprivileged people worldwide
and also fights poverty by distributing
them to local micro-entrepreneurs,
who can resell them to earn a living
for their families.

“It was incredible to witness the
town of Moraga, the community I
grew up in, show up in a powerful
way to support these young women

and Soles4Souls,” said Wood. “I am
sincerely proud to be a part of this
effort!”

The 1,600 pairs of shoes collected
by the girls’ basketball team filled 60
boxes and three trucks. The donations
also removed 2,000 pounds of textiles
from landfills and eliminated 48,000
pounds of carbon dioxide emissions.

“The girls showed leadership,
teamwork, and compassion for those
in need,” said Bill Flitter, coach of the
Campolindo High School girls’ basket-
ball team. “We appreciate all of their
hard work and look forward to the
next community give-back event.”

“It was amazing to witness the
passion and courage of the team dur-
ing the difficult times we live in,”
added Wood. “Under the leadership of
the coach and his amazing wife, they
gave in a deep and meaningful way
which makes this holiday season even
more special. I was so proud to be able
to support their incredible efforts and
results.”

Communlty Service: we are pleased to make space available when-

ever possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service organizations to
submit news and information about their activities. Submissions may be sent to sto-
rydesk@lamorindaweekly.com with the subject header In Service to the Community.

Submit stories and story ideas to
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com
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Campolindo Interact Club
service project benefits foster
children at Alternative Family
Services in Oakland

Submitted by Rich Render

During the winter break, the Cam-
polindo High School Interact Club fa-
cilitated a community service project
for those in need, where they -

filled three dozen holiday decorated
mason jars with small toys and

candy. The jars were then donated to
the foster children at Alternative Fam-
ily Services in Oakland, California, as a
child's gift for the holiday.
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The Campolindo students that
partook in the event, helping to deco-
rate and fill the jars, were Wiley Win-
Kler, Sara Tabibian, Anna Rossi, Mari
Testa, and Jessica Finnerty. Interac-
tis an international community ser-
vice organization for high school stu-
dents, and is part of Rotary Interna-
tional. There are almost 15,000 Inter-
act Clubs around the world, and the
Campolindo Interact Club is sponsored
by the Rotary Club of Moraga.

Share Your Celebrations and Remembrances

If you would like to share an announcement about a special event or achievement,
such as a wedding, engagement, scholarship or graduation of a local resident, or
about a special person from Lamorinda who has passed, send a photo along with
your text (up to 250 words) to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com, and include “Cele-
brations and Remembrances” in the subject line.



