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Recent tree mitigation work being done by Caltrans on Highway 24 near St. Stephens Drive, on El Miso Ranch Road. Photo courtesy MOFD
Dead trees along Highway 24 removed to promote safety
v cost of just over $150,000. lems with erosion, crews are removing the trees,
By Sora O DOherty According to Marcus Wagner, Caltrans public but leaving the roots in place. The work covers
Beginning in late December, Caltrans maintenance inforrr_lation officer, the increase in tree mortality is about a two-mile _stretch of Highway 24, from mile
personnel have been remov,ing potentially haz- most likely due to stress broqght a_bout by several marker 3.00 to 5, in and around the cities of Orinda
ardous trees beside state route 24 between First years of severe drought gnd invasive pests such as and Lafayette. . . o
Street in Lafayette and the Orinda exit. The trees bark beetles. Dead or dying “red-needlg” trees are of Both the Moraga-Qrmda Flrg DlStI"lCt 'and the
were primarily dead and dying Montel'“ey pines concern as the needles can become ﬂy_mg _em]c_)ers Contra Costa County _Flre Protection D}strlct ap-
“The project is much more complex than sifnply and help create the conditions f(?I: rapid wildfire plauded the work being completed prior to the
falling trees in a forest. Crews must use a large spread. In thelr. weakened condition, the_se trees su'mmer'flre: season. MOFD Fire Marshal Jeff Isaacs
crane to remove the trées one piece at a time to could also possibly fall and obstruct portions of the salq, “Wildfire prevention nggds tobea yefar-round
keep roads open and the public and employees roadway. _ ' project to keep our communities safe.” Residents are
safe,” said Caltrans Bay Area’s Deputy of Mainte- Wagner told Lamorinda Weekly that approxi-- _encouraged to check their property fqr dead or dy-
nan’ce Parviz Lashai. The project goal is to remove mately 40 dead trees were targeted for removal _wnh ing trees and take advantage of the winter an_d _
more than 100 dea d‘trees along the highway at a 20 trees removed so far. Caltrans’ contractor esti- spring months to remove them well before wildfire
mates another 10 days of work. To prevent prob- prevention inspections begin on June 1.
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Back to school in the time of Omicron
Yiwis b _ =% By Sora O’Doherty

Everybody is working hard to keep Lamorinda students in school, even as the
Omicron variant of the coronavirus sends positive tests in the schools up sharply.
For administrators and parents, and maybe for students, the things on their
minds are primarily how to access testing and keeping track of those rising num-
bers of cases, hoping to see an equally sharp downturn soon.

Although illness and hospitalizations from the variant have also jumped up at
both the state and county levels, Lamorinda schools, as well as Las Lomas in Wal-
nut Creek at the high school level, are not seeing any hospitalizations to date
among either students or staff, according to Acalanes Union High School District
Superintendent John Nickerson. Nickerson reported that absences are currently
running at 10 to 14% (higher than the normal 4%) but that campuses feel rela-
tively normal and classes don’t feel empty. Nevertheless, he said, anxiety and
concern is increased in both staff and students, as they try to negotiate the highly
contagious Omicron variant COVID-19 surge.

“We believe students are home with COVID-19 symptoms (where in past years
they might have come to school) and probably some parents who are holding stu-

Photo Sora O'Doherty ~ dents home as a precaution,” Nickerson explained, adding that the absence rate

Miramonte High School students head to cars and homes after regular dropped each day since peaking at all schools a week ago Thursday/Friday.
school dismissal on the afternoon of Jan. 13. Safety protocols are in force at all local schools. ... continued on Page A7
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Special joint session identifies arduous next steps in Housing
Element process

By Lou Fancher

The council at a special joint
session on Jan. 10 heard an
update on the Housing Ele-
ment of the city’s General Plan
from Jim Cervantes, a member
of the General Plan Advisory
Committee (GPAC). Joining
him and other GPAC members
were Lafayette Planning &
Building Director Greg Wolff
and Housing Consultant Diana
Elrod as well as members of
the Planning Commission. An
initial draft report of the
Housing Element is due to the
California Department of
Housing and Community De-
velopment (HCD) by June 1
and will result in recommen-
dations for revisions before a
final draft must be submitted
by the end of January 2023 for
certification.

Cervantes said GPAC is
halfway through the three-
part Housing Element plan
that must meet the require-
ments for Affirmatively Fur-
ther Fair Housing (AFFH)
mandated by Assembly Bill
686, which passed into law in
2018. The three parts include
a background data and hous-
ing needs document GPAC ap-
proved and submitted to the
Planning Commission last

summer; a goals, policies and
programs outline with 10
goals GPAC will complete by
Jan. 20 and forward to the
commission; and a land use
plan that will identify sites
representing housing devel-
opment opportunities in the
city.

The site inventory re-
mains “a hill to climb,” Cer-
vantes said, and involves
careful consideration to con-
form with existing housing
parameters for development
projects. Sites of less than an
acre or in locations where
buildings already exist and
would need to be removed if
selected as AFFH sites are im-
practical, for example. GPAC’s
goal is to have the inventory
complete and submitted to the
commission by March 8, with
the expectation the Planning
Commission would be enabled
to present a draft to the city
council for approval at a
meeting in May.

“There’s a lot that has to
be processed in a relatively
short period of time,” he said.
“At the GPAC, we really set out
to try to meet the schedule be-
cause we know we’re on the
front end of this and what we
do not want to have happen is
have the Planning Commis-
sion, or, god forbid, the Coun-

cil, backed into a time corner.”

Vice Mayor Carl Anduri
asked about the June 1 dead-
line and who established it.
Elrod explained the State of
California in 2022 has three
months (previously, it was two
months) to review all draft
Housing Elements, which
places the return of the draft
with recommendations for
changes arriving back in front
of the city in September. Elrod
said another full public
process review is required
and all changes completed by
the end date of Jan. 31, 2023.

Calling it an “extraordi-
nary amount of work to get
done by then,” she said the
council, GPAC and the Plan-
ning Commission will need to
be aggressive to stay in com-
pliance with the state’s rules.
Wolff noted that the sites in-
ventory would be expedited
because it will not name spe-
cific sites but will refer to
them in aggregate.

Elrod’s presentation on
AFFH requirements high-
lighted several provisions of
importance: namely, housing
element plans that prohibit
discrimination in terms of
whether the development in-
volves sale, rental or subsi-
dized housing and housing
that specifically addresses

patterns of discrimination that
have happened nationwide.

A 70-page booklet from
HCD outlines guidance to
communities for developing
fair housing in five additional
areas: 1) Targeted Outreach:
showing how protected classes
were included in gathering
input and how public sessions
were not restricted to “typical”
populations in a community;
2) Assessment of Fair Housing:
the plan must demonstrate
how fair practices will be en-
forced and must include data
assessing the disparities in
wealth and education and
other areas of possible in-
equity in a community; 3)
Contributing Factors: Exami-
nation of how Lafayette com-
pares to other nearby areas
must be considered. Elrod
said, for example, “Is Lafayette
more White than nearby re-
gions?” She said data shows
pockets of Asian people exist
in the city, but not as many
people who identify as Latinx.
She said Lafayette has high
resources in terms of tax allo-
cation that goes to its good
schools and progressive envi-
ronmental policies and has no
low resources areas; 4) Sites:
communities are obligated to
establish housing element
sites that create a more bal-

anced environment and city’s
must give examples of how it
is actively working to counter
fair housing resistance from
residents, developers and oth-
ers; and 5) Goals and Policies:
Lafayette must identify poli-
cies, programs and timelines
that make clear the solutions
to problems due to inequities
and how outreach will attract
applicants that fit AFFH goals.

Elrod said community en-
gagement meetings and pro-
grams that involve residents
and protected classes will be
vital.

Asked by several council
members about outreach ef-
forts, Elrod said there will be
initiatives to reach faith com-
munities, renters, people liv-
ing with disabilities, residents
who have experienced exclu-
sionary home association
practices or other housing
problems but have not filed
formal complaints and other
marginalized groups. Another
question about enticing devel-
opers to present AFFH-
qualifying projects, Elrod said
was a “great question.” Creat-
ing a housing trust fund or of-
fering developers the chance
to pay an in-lieu-of fee are
ideas up for consideration.

Lafayette Volunteer

Opportunities

Lafayette has openings on the following
Commissions and Committees

» Capital Projects Assessment (CPAC)

* Community Center Foundation

» Citizen Advisory Committee to CCTA

* Downtown Street Improvement (DSIMPIC)
* Environmental Task Force

* Parks, Trails & Recreation Commission

* Public Art Committee

» Transportation & Circulation Commission

For additional information on these volunteer
positions visit the city’s website
www.lovelafayette.org
Hot Topics
Or e-mail City Clerk Joanne Robbins,
jrobbins@lovelafayette.org

Positions open until filled.

ARPA funds distribution comes into
greater focus for Lafayette

By Lou Fancher

At the first city council meet-
ing of 2022 on Jan. 10, recom-
mendations for new, “immedi-
ate needs” allocations related
to the distribution of American
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds
dominated an update from

ARPA subcommittee members.
HDL Companies Princi-
pal/Managing Director Barry
Foster led the presentation,
with input from subcommittee
members Vice Mayor Carl An-
duri and Council Member Gina
Dawson. The council’s ap-
proval was sought for expen-
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ditures of $920,000 from ARPA
funds for assistance to house-
holds, small businesses and
restaurants, the nonprofit
Lafayette Partners in Educa-
tion (LPIE), the Lafayette Vet-
erans Memorial Building, and
upgrades at the Lafayette
Community Center.

In November 2021, the
council had approved the
ARPA first tranche spending
plan in the amount of
$1,945,555. Items identified as
TBD were tabled for a Dec. 13
meeting, at which time con-
cerns about using ARPA funds
to purchase the Lafayette Park
Theater were discussed, The
council authorized the city
manager to move forward
with using general funds to fi-
nance the Park Theater Grant
Agreement and other TBD
items up for review were
tabled until the meeting on
Jan. 10.

Foster at the meeting pre-
sented details of the new allo-
cations recommended by the
subcommittee, explaining the
city has currently allocated a
little over $1.67 million.
Among the recommendations
are $1,000 for city website de-
velopment aimed at providing
informational resources for
residents, especially house-
holds most negatively im-
pacted by the pandemic;
$159,000 for partnering with
Lafayette Partners in Educa-
tion to examine a mental
health program expansion for
children attending schools in
the Lafayette School District;
$100,000 to develop market-
ing programs to help down-
town businesses with recov-
ery from the pandemic;
$100,000 for small business
technical assistance (a devel-
opment center was one ex-
ample of a small business re-
source);

... continued on Page A3
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Business Person of the Year
selection hits a high note
with Lamorinda Music
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By Diane Claytor

Last year was a good year for
Lafayette’s John McCormick.
The co-owner of Lamorinda
Music completed his second
term as president of the
Lafayette Chamber of Com-
merce. His popular store was
selected by Diablo Magazine
readers as the East Bay’s 2021
Best Musical Instrument Store.
And he ended the year by being
named the Lafayette Chamber
of Commerce Business Person
of the Year, an honor Mc-
Cormick says was both surpris-
ing and extremely gratifying.
Music has always played an
important role in McCormick’s
life. He met his wife (and busi-
ness co-owner), Colleen, while
both played alto saxophone in

co-owner John McCormick

Photo Colleen McC-;rick
John McCormick at Lamorinda Music in downtown Lafayette.

the Cal Marching Band. He still
plays with both the Cal Alumni
Band and the California
Repercussions.

In 2009, music took on even
more significance to Mc-
Cormick. Colleen McCormick,
who had been a science in-
structor, decided to change ca-
reers. After contemplating vari-
ous options, the couple elected
to open a music store. “We
thought about what we know
and like and music was the
clear answer,” John McCormick
said.

Acknowledging they had no
experience with small business
ownership, the McCormicks did
their due diligence, visiting var-
ious music stores for ideas and
to learn what worked and what
didn’t.

... continued on Page A9

www.lamorindaweekly.com

ARPA funds distribution
comes into greater focus

for Lafayette

... continued from Page A2

$200,000 to local restaurants
to support outdoor dining;
$90,000 in assistance to en-
sure the long-term viability of
the Veterans Memorial build-
ing, a nonprofit that due to
decreased rentals during the
pandemic is experiencing sig-
nificant revenue declines; and
$270,000 in HVAC and ventila-
tion improvements at the
Community Center. Foster
noted the new allocations are
$920,000 in total.

Foster said he was still re-
viewing the United States
Treasury’s 437-page document
that was released last week
with more ARPA rules. He in-
dicated it will provide more
flexibility in the use of funds,
especially for small cities. In
the case of Lafayette, adjust-
ments to the standard revenue
loss (up to $10 million) can be
made and the new rules will
allow ARPA allocations to be
used for general city services
and recovery from the
pandemic.

Council Member Dawson
note that the subcommittee’s
“immediate needs” recom-
mendations are based on
helping Lafayette households
and families as well as on ad-
dressing the needs of small
businesses in the community.

Council Member Wei-Tai
Kwok asked about the Veter-
ans building and if the $90,000
allocation would only allow
the nonprofit to meet funding
needs through June, but might
cause them to “collapse”
shortly thereafter. Foster said
more ARPA funds coming in
the summer months will be
applied to meet the subcom-
mittee’s goal to provide more

funding in the future, al-
though funding parameters
that shift continually, he said,
leave the final determination
unknown. Vice Mayor Anduri
said the organization with this
immediate need funding can
get to the end of their fiscal
year and deferred mainte-
nance projects will allow them
to stay stable, assuming events
resume by the summer.

The council then dis-
cussed the LPIE funding for
mental health services deliv-
ered to students. Council
Member Susan Candell ex-
pressed concern that the ben-
efits were distributed equi-
tably to all schools in the dis-
trict. Dawson said LPIE will be
active in facilitation the
money being distributed to
the district; after which the
district makes sure funds are
dispensed equitably to all
schools in its jurisdiction.

In a brief discussion about
the $500,000 drawn from gen-
eral funds to purchase the
Park Theater and how those
funds might be replaced, Fos-
ter said, “You have to do these
things without knowing if
ARPA rules will allow the city
to offset the costs.” While
awaiting the arrival of new
ARPA ruling on city funds al-
locations, Foster reiterated
that when approved by coun-
cil in November 2021, the tim-
ing necessary to purchase the
theater meant making the de-
cision to take the money out of
the general fund and then
deal with the resolution of it
later.

Council voted unani-
mously to approve the recom-
mendations for “immediate
needs” funding as presented
in the staff report.

Lafayette
Public
Meetings

LAFAYETTE
City Council
Regular Meeting
Monday, Jan. 24, 7 p.m.
Teleconference via City of Lafayette's

You Tube Channel:
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Planning Commission
Meeting

Monday, Feb. 7, 7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love

Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Design Review

Wednesday, Jan. 26, 7 p.m. Zoom
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube
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This great Moraga home just sold for
$605,000 over the listing price.

Why? Several improvements were made to make the home more
current and comfortable given the lifestyle needs of buyers today.
All of these improvements were paid for through the
Compass Concierge program.

The funds were made available at no interest cost to the Seller and
repaid at the time of sale. We coordinated all of the work after the
Sellers moved to their next home and then placed the property on the
market achieving these outstanding results.

Give us a call if you would like to discuss how we can do this for you!

Elena Hood
925.254.3030
Elena@Orinda.com
BRE: 1221247

D Eilld |
ELENAHOOD

REAL ESTATE GROUP

Lafayette | Moraga | Orinda

é Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources
deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition,sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square
footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.

GALLEGOS BOAMAN GROUP

PREMIER LISTINGS

The market is starting early this year!

Call us to hear about our upcoming listings in Burton Valley.

If you are thinking of selling, now is time!

Give us a call to hear about what pre-market
improvements are the most valuable to today’s buyers.

Ranked in Top 1% of Realtors in Contra Costa County

Christine Gallegos | Amy S. Boaman
Gallegos Boaman Group
925.878.2883 | 925.997.6808

DRE# 01896511 | DRE# 01433269
gallegosboaman@compass.com
gallegosboaman.com

COMPASS

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771, All material presented herein s intended for informational purposes only and s compiled from sources deemed
reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to the accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. If your property is
a

IS 2022 THE YEAR FOR A NEW HOME?

CALL US TO BE READY FOR THE SPRING MARKET! 925997.6808
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Moraga Town Council performs their version of

Musical Chalrs
By Vera Kochan

Wednesday, January 19, 2022

Moraga Mayor Renata Sos
called a Special Meeting of
the town council on Jan. 5
that was open to the public
via Zoom, in order to discuss
December’s mayor and vice
mayor selections. The move
was prompted by Sos in order
to continue her hopes that
the council could set aside
their differences and “move
forward” for the good of the
community —a common

Kelly Sopak, Agent Insurance
Lic#: 0D03981 1 Northwood
Drive Suite 1 Orinda, CA 94563
Bus: 925-253-7700

Email: kelly@kellysopak.com
Website: www.kellysopak.com

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

F & F Pro Painting Inc.

Residential & Commercial

. Interior
- Exterior
- Cabinet refacing

Call today

for a Free
Estimate!

925-238-4545
925-775-5036
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Surprisingly
great rates
right around
the corner.

I'm your one-stop shop for
the service you deserve at a
price you want. Call me for
surprisingly great rates and
Good Neighbor service right
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farmis there®

Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

o StateFarm

references available

Call Tony
at
(925) 497-3741

T T

—THANKYOU ———

To all the wonderful clients | worked with in 2021:
Wishing you a joyous new year.

Sotheby’s Lafayette Office.

In 2021 Ann represented buyers and sellers in more than $50 million
in transactions, surpassing her record sales total for 2020. One of
her 2021 transactions, representing the seller of a Happy Valley
property in Lafayette, produced the highest price of any
Lafayette sale ever reported on the Multiple Listing Service.
Ann has become the largest sales producer in the Golden Gate

Call today for any and all real estate needs you may have—this is
the best time to take action for you, your family, and your future.

« ANN NEWTON CANE

* 415.999.0253

\ t a.newtoncane@ggsir.com
annnewtoncane.com
¥ Lic.#02084093

Each Franchise Is Independently Owned And Operated.

Golden
Gate

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY
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New Moraga Vice Mayor Steve Woehleke
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theme of the evening.

“I felt that recent events
warranted having this coun-
cil get together to address
thoughtfully, but in short or-
der, an issue that appears to
be driving a deep wedge in
our community,” began Sos.
“We have tonight an oppor-
tunity to discuss how to start
a healing process. My hope
for this evening is that this
council will take steps to help
bridge the divide in a way
that will allow this council
and this town to credibly and
effectively get on with the
business of serving our com-
munity and tackling the
many issues that will come
before us in 2022.” Sos also
mentioned that the town
seems to be split down the
middle regarding last
month’s mayor and vice
mayoral seating results.

Sos stated that Council
Member Steve Woehleke had
approached her regarding a
possible alternative to the
outcome and maybe a solu-
tion to the discord.

Woehleke’s scenario
would allow for Sos to serve
as mayor for the first half of
2022 with himself continuing
as vice mayor; then mid-year
the roles would reverse with
Woehleke as mayor and Sos
as vice mayor.

Woehleke regretted
putting the new vice mayor,
Sona Makker, in the position
of having to vacate her seat,
and admitted that he
shouldn’t have nominated
her to begin with, given her
short tenure on the council.

If Woehleke’s proposed
scenario met with council
agreement, the Jan. 12 Regu-
lar Town Council Meeting
would see Sos continuing in
her mayoral role with
Woehleke serving as vice
mayor (both pledging to work
collaboratively) until no later
than May 25 - the midway
point of council meetings —
when the roles would be
reversed.

Makker requested an op-
portunity in the future for
council to receive and exam-
ine any feedback made re-
garding the new situation as
to whether it’s working, and
if not, how to adjust it.

During the Public Com-
ment portion of the Jan. 5

meeting, the handful of com-
ments that were forthcoming
was divided down the
middle.

Woehleke’s explanation
of the proposal “continues
Moraga’s tradition of appro-
priately progressing the vice
mayor position to mayor po-
sition, and traditionally the
vice mayor is the vice mayor
in preparation for becoming
the mayor. Avoiding switch-
ing immediately has several
advantages. It allows us a
cool-down period to work
things out organizationally; it
avoids potential rework by
staff for the 2022 planning
that has already begun; it also
enables making a seamless
transition between the mayor
and the vice mayor at the ap-
propriate time; and it allows
for a logical progression of
Renata to mayor for the year
2023.”

“I am supporting this,”
stated Makker. “I do not take
any issue with the fact that
the vice mayor title is irrele-
vant to me. It is irrelevant to
my commitment to being a
volunteer on the council, so
I’'m okay with the piece that
refers to the vice mayor being
switched.”

Before agreeing to the
new scenario Council Mem-
ber Teresa Onoda wanted
some assurances. “I'm hoping
that this coming year we do
not have any more disruptor-
in-chiefs in this council, and
that we all work together and
not try to stir up the town
with things that are not true,”
she said.

“We all love this town,”
Onoda continued. “We want
to do the best that we can for
this town and for the town
people; and we are volun-
teers." She expressed the de-
sire that all council members
treat each other with respect.
"I hope that everyone else
will reflect and see how we
can move this year — 2022 —in
a new direction, thanks to
Steve. So, I am for this, but I
wanted to make it very clear,
what I’ve seen in the past and
what I do not want to see in
the future.”

No town council action
was taken on Jan. 5, because
the topic was not properly
agendized, but staff listed it
as a consent item on the Jan.

Photo Prov1ded

12 council meeting agenda
where there was an opportu-
nity to pull it for further dis-
cussion. The item was ap-
proved and Sos officially re-
tained her mayoral position,
with Woehleke officially con-
tinuing as vice mayor
through, at the very latest,
May 25 (at which point the
roles will be reversed to the
end of the year). Makker’s ti-
tle reverts back to council
member.

Woehleke is no stranger
to volunteering his services to
Moraga. A career with
Chevron helped steer him
into leadership assignments
involving decision-making
and facilitating skills for op-
erating organizations world-
wide. As such, he often
served as either chair or
president while volunteering
over six years on the town’s
Design Review Board, 10
years on the Planning Com-
mission, five years with the
Hacienda Foundation board
of directors, and as an active
member of Kiwanis Club of
Moraga Valley.

With regards to the
newly adopted scenario,
Woehleke replied, “I'm confi-
dent that the Moraga Town
Council will be successful
with this organization. Re-
nata and I have demonstrated
our ability to work together
for the benefit of Moraga’s
citizens. We are committed to
continuing our positive
working relationship, and I
believe all the of town council
are committed to success.”

Woehleke stated that
community feedback regard-
ing the new arrangement has
been “almost consistently
very positive. (The) general
message is that the compro-
mise deals with the reality as
it is, and allows the town to
move forward.”

Giving kudos to Makker
for stepping aside as vice
mayor, Woehleke added,
“Credit for acceptance of the
compromise should go to Re-
nata. She embraced the com-
promise and visibly endorsed
it. The town council will be
able to support the town con-
sistent with our responsibili-
ties. This is the driver for the
compromise, for both Renata
and me.”

Local Agency Investment Fund
designees for Moraga are updated

By Vera Kochan

Moraga is a participant in the
Local Agency Investment
Fund created in 1977, as an
investment option for local
governments and special dis-
tricts in California. In April of
1983, the town council au-
thorized the investment of
Moraga’s monies into this ac-
count, which are not needed
for the daily running of the
town. Currently the “rainy-
day” balance stands at $13
million.

According to the
www.treasurer.ca.gov web-
site, “This program offers lo-
cal agencies the opportunity
to participate in a major
portfolio, which invests hun-

dreds of millions of dollars,
using the investment exper-
tise of the State Treasurer’s
Office professional invest-
ment staff at no cost to the
taxpayer. All investments and
LAIF claims are audited on a
daily basis by the State Con-
troller‘s Office as well as an
internal audit process. The
LAIF has grown from 293
participants and $468 million
in 1977, to 2,396 participants

and $36.3 billion at the end of
December 2021.”

Town Manager Cynthia
Battenberg’s Jan. 12 staff re-
port to the town council ex-
plained that “LAIF requires a
resolution to be in place that
names positions and offices
authorized to make deposits
to and withdrawals from the
Town’s account.

.. continued on next Page

Town Council: Wednesday, Jan. 26, 7 p.m.
4 Planning Commission: Tuesday, Feb. 1, 7 p.m.,,
A Park and Recreation Commission:

& Monday, Feb. 21, 7 p.m.,

Moraga School District Board Meetings :
Tuesday, Feb. 8, 6 p.m. www.moraga.k12.ca.us.
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Town staff’s analysis of Moraga helps to guide council’s 2022 goals
and priorities

By Vera Kochan

Department heads on the
town staff came together to
create a report to the town
council discussing Moraga’s
strengths, weaknesses, oppor-
tunities and threats. With a
cumulative 182 years of expe-
rience working for over 20
municipal agencies, not to
mention at least 75,000 hours
for Moraga, the town’s execu-
tive directors are more than
qualified for the task. The
purpose of the analysis was to
give council members a better
understanding of the status
quo prior to formulating a
Town Council 2022 Goals and
Priorities list.

During an informative
Jan. 12 slide presentation by
Town Manager Cynthia Bat-
tenberg, the topics for discus-
sion ran the gamut from the
good news to the bad. Starting
with the good news, as anyone
knows who lives here, Mor-
aga’s schools are powerhouses
when it comes to education;
the parks, open spaces and
recreational programs have
much to offer; its residents are
extremely educated with high
average household incomes;
Moraga ranks in the top 13%
of the state’s low financial
risk; there’s a stable revenue
base; accurate and transpar-
ent financial record keeping;
low-cost police services and
low crime rate; a town attor-
ney with 30 years of town ex-
perience; various community
organizations and volunteers;
a dedicated town staff geared
toward customer service; and
a creative and collaborative
executive team.

Determined as the town’s
weaknesses are that Moraga
has only a 5.3% share of prop-
erty tax revenue (the lowest in
the county); a minimal staff
handles increasing workloads
which leads to employee
burnout and a low capacity
for special projects; continual
loss of institutional knowledge

~ Photo Storm Drain Master Plan
One of the town’s challenges in the coming year is funding
infrastructure projects.

from employee exits; an Un-
funded Pension Liability due
to past deferrals and CalPERS
losses; absence of many infra-
structure grant funds due to
insufficient public transit,
strong demographics and be-
ing in a high resourced area;
aging infrastructure (storm
drains, etc.); and inadequate
evacuation routes.

There are dozens of op-
portunities that the town can
take advantage of such as the
$4.2 million in American Res-
cue Plan Act funds available to
repair and maintain the storm
drains; development of Palos
Colorados and Town-wide
Recreation and Open Space
Plan; increase community en-
gagement; Advanced Planning
Initiative Phase II funding; in-
crease collaboration on land
use issues; increase the use of
technology for greater effi-
ciency and transparency; refi-
nance 2013 Certificates of Par-
ticipation in April 2023; con-
tinue to evaluate insourc-
ing/outsourcing; increase effi-
ciency of town council meet-
ings; succession planning; step
up relationship with Saint
Mary’s College; conduct labor
negotiations and update Per-
sonnel Rules; improve broad-
band connection and replace
Virtual Private Network (VPN)
with a cloud-based system;
implement Facility Generation
and Energy Efficiency Study
recommendations; and con-
sider future allocation of Mea-
sure K, General Fund revenue
to unfunded infrastructure
needs.

Now for the bad news.
Moraga has an aging infra-
structure and an increase in
cost and scope of fire abate-
ment; the unfunded legislative
mandates have made signifi-
cant impacts on the cost and
method of service delivery
across all departments; in-
creasing competition from
outside agencies makes it dif-
ficult to attract or retain qual-
ified employees; inflation is

taking its toll on the cost of
goods and services; the
volatility of CalPERS returns
and changing economic and
political conditions; an in-
crease in issue resolution
through legal actions; a highly
politicized development envi-
ronment; the increase in state
mandates results in loss of lo-
cal control with regards to de-
velopment and land use; and
the enormous amount of mis-
information regarding town
business via unofficial
channels.

Town staff has some rec-
ommendations for the coun-
cil’s 2022 goals. High on the
list is to develop Palos Col-
orados and the Town-wide
Recreation and Open Space
Plan. The town recently re-
ceived a $2.25 million pay-
ment from the Palos Colorados
developer. Possible use of the
funds could include park and
open space improvements;
improve the nearby trail sys-
tem; construct projects and
improvements within the
Parks and Recreation Master
Plan, the Moraga Commons
Park Site Specific Master Plan,
and the Hacienda de las Flores
Conceptual Feasibility Study.
The funds could also be used
to maintain Mullholland Ridge
and contribute to the acquisi-
tion of more open space with
an eye toward development
impact fees. The council has
also discussed using some of
the funds to cover the un-
funded pension liability and
other unfunded infrastruc-
tural needs. Additionally, the
use of the $4.2 million ARPA
funds available for revenue
loss and repair/maintenance
of the storm drain system
must be determined.

Another recommendation
is to increase public outreach
and community engagement.
Currently the town has several
ways to communicate infor-
mation to the public via the
About Town newsletter,
NextDoor, Facebook, Insta-
gram and Nixle. By adding ad-
ditional public outreach it is
hoped that the amount of un-
official misinformation re-
garding town business will
decrease.

Advanced Planning Initia-
tive funding to complete the
Bollinger Valley Rezone Phase
I and update the town’s Gen-
eral Plan needs an additional
$169,000 for Fiscal Year 2022-
23. Phase II funding needs
$314,000 for FY 2023-24 and
FY 2024-25.

Staff recommends the re-
financing of 2013 Certificates
of Participation at a lower rate
in April 2023. The COPS were
for street and storm drain im-
provements after the passage
of Measure K when the town
leveraged the local sales tax
revenue and issued $7.72

Adopted Budget). Based on the

million.

Staff suggested imple-
menting funding of a Facility
Generation and Energy Effi-
ciency Study (which was in-
cluded in the FY 2021-22

the FY 2022-23 Budget.

Lastly, staff determined
that all Measure K revenue
will most likely need to be al-
located to the 2022-23 Worst-
First Pavement Reconstruction
project and carried over into

results, funding for capital FY 2023-24.

projects could be included in
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Local Agency Investment Fund
designees for Moraga are updated
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Individuals in authorized po-
sitions or offices must then
provide evidence of office or
position as well as identifica-
tion to LAIF in order to be-
come authorized.”

When the account was
first set up in 1983, the mayor,
vice mayor, town manager
and town treasurer were all
authorized. In October 2003,
the position of finance man-
ager was added. That title
changed to finance director in
April 2009, and changed
again to administrative ser-
vices director in June 2010.
While there are five autho-

rized offices and positions,
currently only the town man-
ager and administrative ser-
vices director can order the
deposit or withdrawal of
funds from LAIF.

Given the constant rota-
tion of the mayor and vice
mayor positions every year, it
is not considered in the best
practice to keep those posi-
tions on an authorized level.
As such, staff felt it prudent to
replace those two positions
and the treasurer with the
police chief. The staff report
reasons, “This recommended
change is favorable as a thor-
ough background investiga-
tion, including a review of the

individual’s credit history, as-
sets, criminal and traffic his-
tory, legal history and pre-
employment review is re-
quired and completed as part
of the town’s hiring process
for town manager, adminis-
trative services director and
police chief.” Having three
authorized positions to the
account is necessary in the
event that one individual be-
comes unavailable, because
some transaction processes
require two signatures.

The town council unani-
mously approved the
resolution.
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Inga Miller relies upon experience to be an
effective vice mayor

By Sora O'Doherty

As she goes into her second
term as vice mayor of Orinda,
Inga Miller has three big pri-
orities. First, she wants to
keep working on responding
to the climate emergency,
improving the city’s fire
safety, evacuation routes, and
storm drains. She sees a
connection between those
things, and believes that they
define emergency prepared-
ness in Orinda. She is inter-
ested in vegetation manage-
ment to protect the commu-
nity, and also urges people
living in high fire danger ar-
eas not to wait for evacuation
orders, but to leave as soon
as possible if a fire is threat-
ening their community.
Second, she wants to
move forward with down-
town planning. She feels that
everyone has a real sense
that the project is moving
forward. The city council has
been tasked with completing
the housing element to find
space for many more homes
in Orinda, and has combined
that task with the project to
revitalize the downtown.
Miller mentions that the

housing element poses a
huge challenge, and this time
the number of houses the city
has to plan for is far greater
than in the past. “It’s no
small task,” she says.

High fire areas need to
be protected, such as El Toy-
onal. and the fire chief has
some discretion. Downtown
planning includes restoration
of the creek in downtown
Orinda, which Miller says the
community supports. Miller
will continue her assignment
on the downtown subcom-
mittee along with Council
Member Nick Kosla, whom
she says is a tremendous
asset.

The new vice mayor’s
third priority is continuing
the work of integrating new
staff. Orinda, like other
places, lost a lot of staff
members and department
heads during the pandemic.
Miller said that the new
Orinda police chief, Ryan
Sullivan, is a great fit and has
been doing a lot of good work
behind the scenes. Miller
says that with a lot of new
people has come a wonderful
new energy. The city also has
a relatively new city man-

ager, David Biggs. New ad-
ministrative services director
Douglas Alessio has begun
work less than a month ago.

Miller discussed the job
of performing a balancing act
in government. For fire
safety, one might think it
would be good to reduce veg-
etation to a minimum, but to
do so would lose the ecologi-
cal benefits we gain from
trees. She is happy to see
dead trees being removed
while live trees are kept, and
also happy to see that things
have gone as well as they
have in the Grizzly Peak area.
She is also interested in other
ecological developments,
such as bioswales, landscape
features that collect polluted
stormwater runoff, soak it
into the ground, and filter out
pollution.

Drainage issues loom
large for the city now. Miller
sees wildfires and storm
drains as two sides of the
same coin. After a fire, the
lack of vegetation can cause
flooding. Drains erode over
time, and many of the drains
in Orinda were installed 50
or 60 years ago. Fortunately,
most of Orinda is above the

flood plain, but it is time to
repair the infrastructure,
Miller says. After learning
the ropes of local govern-
ment during her first term,
Miller sees the upcoming
year as one where her time
as vice mayor can be effec-
tive, taking advantage of her
experience to help achieve
the goals of the community.

From time to time, Miller
says, subcommittee assign-
ments can change, but many
believe that council members
are more effective if they stay
on. Solid waste is one area
that benefits from not chang-
ing because there is a lot to
learn. Miller sits on the JPA
along with Council Member
Amy Worth.

Although it is hard to feel
the vibrancy of downtown
now because of the pan-
demic, Miller says there are
signs of life, and she is en-
couraged that planning is go-
ing on behind the scenes. She
mentioned that the minipark
at the intersection of Camino
Pablo and Brookwood is
coming together now.

Miller’s biggest goal is
keeping Orinda as a wonder-
ful and coveted place to live.

City honors garden club for holiday wreaths, Boy
Scout volunteers help

By Sora O'Doherty

Boy Scouts from Troop 237 on
Jan. 9 assisted the Orinda
Garden Club by taking down
the 60 wreaths that had
brightened downtown Orinda
over the holidays, and on Jan.
11, the city council honored
the club with a certificate of
recognition for the holiday
wreath program. In intro-
ducing the matter, Mayor
Dennis Fay commented that
his family had guests in town
over the holidays and they
were very impressed by the
wreaths.

Present on the Zoom
meeting to accept the honor
were Orinda Garden Club co-
presidents Linda Thompson
and Laura Swaczuk and co-
chairs of the wreath program,
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Scout Troop 237, back row, from left: Michael Robinson, Ben
Hollerbach, Grayson Bloes, Hayden MacKenzie; front: Louie

Windhurst

Shelly Gilligan and Margaret
Stahle. Thompson explained
that the theme this year is
environmental kindness,
with an emphasis on recy-
cling and reusing. To that
end, she gave a shout out to
Scout Troop 237, whose
members took down the
wreaths and carefully took
them apart.

Council Member Amy
Worth commented, “I don’t
think that any museum takes
the care that the garden club
does in hanging the wreaths.”
Vice Mayor Inga Miller, who
helped the Scouts prepare the
wreaths for recycling or
reuse at St. Mark’s Church on
Jan. 9 shared “how special it
is to have this beautification
that we wouldn’t have with-
out the generous support of

the garden club as well as the
hours of effort.” Miller added,
“as one of the members of the
recycle smart board, thank
you for the extra effort that
went into the recycling of the
wreaths.” The greenery was
placed in bins for composting
and the wreath frames went
to Holly’s Homegrown in
Lafayette for reuse. Bows
were carefully removed for
use next year. The only thing
that went into the trash were
very small zip ties.

The Scouts from Troop
237 who participated were
Michael Robinson, Ben
Hollerbach, Grayson Bloes,
Hayden MacKenzie, and
Louie Windhurst, with assis-
tance and driving from their
parents.

Share your thoughts, insights and opinions with your
community. Send a letter to the editor:
letters@lamorindaweekly.com
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Tuesday, Feb. 1, 7 p.m.

By Teleconference Only
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Element Council Subcommittee
Special Meeting

Thursday, Jan. 20, 4:30 p.m.

By Teleconference Only
Planning Commission

TBA

Supplemental Sales Tax Oversight
Commission

Wednesday, Feb. 9, 6:30 p.m.

By Teleconference Only
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Back to school in the time of Omicron

... continued from Page A1l

These include masking, and
higher protection masks are
being made available to stu-
dents and staff, Nickerson
said. N95 masks, which can
be reused, have been distrib-
uted to students and staff, and
single use surgical masks are
also available. Masking is en-
couraged, even outdoors.
AUHSD has canceled field
trips, limited spectators at in-
door events, and required
vaccinations for all volun-
teers. Nickerson said that
there are fewer volunteers at
the high school level, and
they are mostly used for dri-
ving sports teams to away
games. Students are eating
outdoors and are encouraged
to practice social distancing.

Although the high schools
feel a bit normal, according to
Nickerson, quite a few teach-
ers are out, having tested
positive for COVID-19. If they
are asymptomatic or not very
ill, there are systems in place
to allow them to use the Zoom
electronic meeting applica-
tion to be present in their
classrooms, along with an in-
person substitute teacher.

Nickerson also said that
school health officials hope
that the new COVID surge will
peak in about seven days,
with hospitalizations declin-
ing a week or two later. “We
hope that the decline will be
fast and steep,” he said. No-
tably, South Africa experi-
enced such a rapid steep de-
cline after a sharp surge of
the Omicron variant, but
Nickerson pointed out that
not only is the population of
South Africa much smaller
than the United States, but it
is also much younger, which
might influence the rate of
decline.

California has recognized
that remote learning was not
supportive of mental health,
emotional health, and acade-
mic well-being in the way that
in-person learning is, accord-
ing to the Contra Costa County
Superintendent of Schools
Lynn Mackey. In a news re-
lease on Jan. 11, county
health officer Ori Tzvieli said,
“We have learned a lot of
hard lessons over the last two
years as we have worked
through this pandemic.”
While the Omicron variant is
highly contagious, he said, it
seems to cause milder symp-
toms than earlier strains of
the virus, and children are

less likely to be infected in
supervised settings such as
schools with masking and
testing requirements.

Testing has been the sub-
ject of a great deal of commu-
nity concern. Social media
has been flooded with people
trying to acquire at-home
tests or local testing sites with
appointments available. At
the federal level, President
Biden has promised to make
more tests available to
schools nationally, and the
county has been distributing
test kits to the public. AUHSD
picked up over 5,000 take-
home tests on New Year’s Eve
and worked with principals
on Jan. 2. The tests were de-
livered on Jan. 3 to about 90%
of the AUHSD population.
Everybody who came to pick
up a test received one, Nick-
erson said. There are also
testing programs going
through local schools for tar-
geted populations, with test-
ing available somewhere in
Lamorinda every weekday
and test supplies are con-
stantly replenished. “We have
people working very hard
and creatively on it and we
have maintained our inven-
tory,” Nickerson said.

The county has also dis-
tributed take-home test Kits.
Jill Ray from Supervisor Can-
dace Andersen’s office re-
ported to the Orinda mayor’s
January liaison meeting that
the state has been signifi-
cantly expanding testing sites,
and that a shipment of 800
test kits from the federal gov-
ernment were given out by
the county and were gone
within 30 minutes on Jan. 11.
On Jan. 14 the county distrib-
uted more masks, as well as
expired but usable N95
masks. The county hoped to
distribute more test kits
through the county libraries,
but Orinda library manager
Michael Beller reported that
the plan had been shelved
owing to staffing difficulties
at the libraries, which have
managed to remain open by
swapping staff around as
needed.

Each of the local school
districts is maintaining a
dashboard, although each
dashboard differs in what the
district chooses to report. All,
however, are reporting posi-
tive cases, while some include
information about quarantine
status of staff and students.
The dashboards are updated
at least weekly, and most are

The school district dashboards can be accessed at the

following links:

https://www.acalanes.k12.ca.us/domain/1042

https://www.lafsd.org/dashboard

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VnM_oUPJMSjUBRMNTG
MuKodf8w4yfEqiTu-VbpEGF78/edit

https://docs.google.com/document/d/19]6xXr0jtYZuOL9uP6izg

EOrkQa6wyqaQ5MgXIlmDXto/edit

updated more often.

New guidance was issued
Jan. 15 by Moraga School Dis-
trict Superintendent Julie
Parks, who noted that cases
seem to have stabilized over
the last two weeks, and she is
hopeful that they will see
numbers dropping hence-
forth. She announced a
change to home testing guid-
ance, expanding the use of
home testing in school set-
tings. If a student who is out
of school sick experiences an
improvement in symptoms
after 24-hours and the stu-
dent tests negative with a
home COVID-19 test, the stu-
dent can return to school.

The new guidance means
that families will be notified
of an exposure in a class and
given options for testing be-
tween Day 3 and Day 5. Stu-
dents with negative tests will
be permitted to remain in
school, regardless of vaccina-
tion status, and will continue
to participate in after-school ASs
activities without restriction.

Moraga will be moving into a GAS
focus on communication and &
testing accessibility and away FOOD
from the more individualized
contact tracing that they have
been doing.

Students who test positive
for COVID-19 will still isolate
for a minimum of five days
and cannot return to school
until they have tested nega-
tive after Day 5 or completed
a 10-day isolation period.

The schools are continu-
ing to do contact tracing, and
are following state mandated
quarantine protocols. The
county follows the state, and
protocols change rapidly,
sometimes daily. Contra
Costa County provides copi-
ous information on its web-
site, including information
specifically for schools.
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Dr. Matthew Tamplen, who grew up in Lafayette
and is a well-known Facial Plastic Surgeon

with Kaiser Permanente, just opened a private
practice in Downtown Orinda to better serve
Lamorinda patients.

Matthew Tamplen, MD TAMPLEN
Orinda Office: 'La
77 Moraga way Suite G, Orinda
925-254 -6710
TamplenPlasticSurgery.com

AN R

Double Board-Certified Facial Plastic
and Reconstructive Surgeon.
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Contra Costa County updates COVID-19 guidelines

By Sora O’Doherty

County government works as
a conduit, adapting develop-
ments from the federal and
state governments and pass-
ing along information, rules
and guidelines to local gov-
ernments, including the cities
of Lafayette and Orinda and
the town of Moraga. In addi-
tion, the county provides ser-
vices to residents, including
centers for COVID-19 vacci-
nations, testing, and distribu-
tion of home test kits and
other supplies. Lamorinda is
within county supervisorial
District 2, represented by su-
pervisor Candace Andersen.
Updates on COVID are
processed almost daily by the
county.

As of Jan. 13, for example,
the county published updated
information for schools and
childcare facilities. County
health pointed out that, de-
spite the concerns about chil-
dren being in the classroom
during a pandemic, the risk at
school is actually lower than
the risk outside of school.

Updated guidelines from
the state set forth the re-
quirements for isolation and
quarantine for K-12 settings.
This is a subject that has
caused considerable confu-
sion, as was demonstrated by
the national media at a Jan. 7
press conference held by the
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention.

California currently per-
mits children to return to

school after they first test
positive for COVID-19 if a
subsequent test taken on or
after day five of isolation is
negative and the child doesn't
have symptoms or symptoms
are improving. An over-the-
counter home antigen test
can be used to end isolation.
In addition, the state recently
updated its guidance for stu-
dents exposed to COVID-19 in
a K-12 setting, with updates to
individual-level quarantine
recommendations and an ad-
ditional group-tracing ap-
proach strategy. All updates
can be found on the CA Safe
Schools Hub and in the CDPH
K-12 School Guidance.

There is different guid-
ance for the general public.
Regardless of vaccination sta-
tus, previous infection or lack
of symptoms, everyone who
tests positive for COVID-19 is
advised to stay home for at
least five days. Isolation can
end after five days when
symptoms are not present or
are resolving and there is a
negative test, preferably an
antigen test. Without a test,
isolation can end after day 10,
unless there is fever or other
symptoms. Upon returning
from isolation, individuals
are advised to wear a well-
fitting mask around other
people, especially in indoor
settings. Quarantines are rec-
ommended for persons who
are either unvaccinated or
have not yet received a
booster dose of vaccine.
Where there is no quarantine,
individuals are recommended

to test on day five after expo-
sure to a person with COVID-
19. If the test is positive, it is
recommended that that per-
son follow the isolation
recommendations.

However, these guide-
lines do not apply to health-
care or emergency medical
services personnel until Feb-
ruary. These workers were
temporarily exempted from
the guidelines by California
Gov. Gavin Newsom in an at-
tempt to address the shortage
of healthcare workers, a
move that was met with dis-
approbation by some health-
care workers, according to lo-
cal media reports. Until Feb. 1
healthcare workers who have
tested positive for COVID may
return to work immediately,
but must wear N95 respirator
masks.

The county has also been
distributing at-home testing
kits to the public on a first
come, first served basis when
kits are available from the
federal government. On Jan.
14 the county also made
available a number of N95
masks that were past their
expiration date but still con-
sidered usable. The county
continues to encourage peo-
ple to have tests at the many
testing facilities run by the
state and county, and of
course to get vaccinated and
boosted if eligible.

The first case of the Omi-
cron variant in Contra Costa
County was identified on Dec.
18, and since then case rates
and hospitalizations in-

creased significantly. The av-
erage number of daily new
COVID-19 cases in late De-
cember had increased 149%
over the prior week and hos-
pitalizations had risen 31%.
In response, the county reim-
posed a masking requirement
for almost all indoor settings,
with an exception for per-
formers at indoor live or
recorded settings or events
such as music concerts or
theatrical plays.

In order to rescind the
masking requirement, the
county must be in the moder-
ate or yellow tier for at least
three consecutive weeks and
there must be fewer than 75
COVID hospitalizations in the
county. Currently the county
remains in the red tier and
has over 200 hospitalizations.
The county has met the re-
quirement of being more
than eight weeks after vac-
cines were authorized for
children aged 5-11, and is
very close to meeting the goal
of 80% fully vaccinated. Cur-
rently, the number stands at
79%. All the criteria must be
met before the county can
change the requirement for
masking in indoor spaces.

As of Jan. 13 Contra Costa
County remained in the red
tier, indicating that COVID

Links:
https://cchealth.org
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transmission was at high risk.
New daily case rates were up
by nearly 75% and hospital-
izations were up 84% over the
previous week. Both numbers
showed an increasing trend.
New cases were much higher
among those who were un-
vaccinated, although cases
among the vaccinated were
also occurring at a lower rate.
The lowest rate of cases were
among those who were fully
vaccinated and boosted. The
county has experienced 1,083
deaths from COVID-19, with
91% of deaths occurring
among the unvaccinated
since vaccines became avail-
able on Dec. 15, 2020. Al-
though not the lowest rates in
the county, Lamorinda was
relatively low in comparison
with other localities, with
new cases in the past 14 days
recorded as 430 for Lafayette,
280 in Moraga, and 386 in
Orinda. These numbers still
represent a significant jump
from last year when numbers
of positive cases in each city
were in single or double dig-
its only. The number of
deaths from COVID in Lamor-
inda also remains low, with
six deaths each for Lafayette
and Moraga and 16 deaths to-
tal for Orinda.

https://www.coronavirus.cchealth.org/overview
https://www.coronavirus.cchealth.org/get-vaccinated
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2022/t0107-covid-update.html

https://www.covidtests.gov/

Wreaths Acro
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Share your thoughts, insights and opinions

with your community.

Send a letter to the editor: letters@lamorindaweekly.com

Submitted by
Vanessa Crews

The service of nearly 300 vet-
erans was honored and re-
membered at the Lafayette
Cemetery on Saturday, Dec. 18
at a special Wreaths Across
America (WAA) ceremony
hosted by the Acalanes Chap-
ter of the Daughters of the
American Revolution (DAR).

said out loud and a wreath
was placed on the gravesite.
Mary Carrillo, chapter regent,
called the occasion powerful,
saying, “I am inspired by the
sacrifices of these brave men
and women who served our
country. It is a privilege to
recognize their service.”

The chapter was assisted
by several organizations in-
cluding VFW Post 8063,

Photo provided

The name of each veteran was

ss America honors nearly 300 local veterans

American Legion Post 517 and
Lafayette BSA Troop 284 and
the Mt. Diablo HOG Motorcy-
cle Group. Funding for the
wreaths at the Lafayette
Cemetery comes from dona-
tions to Wreaths Across
America. All gifts made
through Jan. 14 to WAA for
the Lafayette Cemetery
through the Acalanes DAR
Sponsorship page were
matched one for one to place
wreaths in 2022. Visit the
WAA website, www.wreath-
sacrossamerica.org/ca0565, or
contact Terry Lucido, DAR
member and chair of the local
event, tlachenb@aol.com.

Board of Directors
Wednesday, Jan. 19, 6 p.m.

ConFire
Board of Directors

Fire District Public Meetings

Moraga-Orinda Fire District

For meeting times and agendas, visit www.mofd.org

Regular Meeting: Tuesday, Feb. 8, 1 p.m.
For meeting times and agendas, visit www.cccfpd.org

Public Safety

Emergency response:

Emergency: 24 Hours

Police Dispatch: 24 Hours
925-284-5010

Nixle: Text your zip code to 888777

or go to www.nixle.com

Lafayette Police Department:

3471 Mt. Diablo Blvd. 925-283-3680

Chief of Police, Ben Alldritt
925-299-3221

Police Department Tip Line
94549Tip@gmail.com

Police Department Traffic Issues
94549Traffic@gmail.com

Moraga Police Department:

329 Rheem Blvd., 925-888-7055

Chief of Police, Jon King ext. 7049

Orinda Police Department:

22 Orinda Way 925-254-6820

Chief of Police, Ryan Sullivan

925-254-6820

Orindatip@cityoforinda.org

Lafayette Police
Department
Incident
Summary
Report

Dec. 19 - Jan. 8

Alarms 61
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 46
Traffic 45
Suspicious Circumstances 15

911

Suspicious Subject 14
Suspicious Vehicle 15
Service to Citizen 38

Patrol Req./Security Check 55
Public/School Assembly Check 4

Supplemental Report 31
Vacation House Check 25

Welfare Check 20
Ordinance Violation 1
Vehicle violations
Auto Burglary

3200 Block Glenside Dr.

3400 Block S Silver Springs Rd.
3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Dui Misd
3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Hit And Run Misdemeanor
40 Block Green Tree Ct.
400 Block Corte Rinaldo
Reckless Driving
Pleasant Hill Rd./Deer Hill Rd.
800 Block Mariposa Rd.
Taylor Blvd./Withers Ave.
Moraga Rd./Mt. Diablo Blvd.
3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Pleasant Hill Rd./Springhill Rd.
40 Block Knox Dr.
St Marys Rd./Camino Colorados
Stolen Vehicle Recovery
Pleasant Hill Rd./Mt. Diablo Blvd.
California Shakespeare Festival,
Ori
El Nido Ranch Rd./Upper Happy
Valley Rd.
Eb HWay 24/Pleasant Hill Rd
Tc - Fire And Amb Enroute
3700 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Tc - Minor Injuries
Olympic Blvd./Reliez Station Rd.
Tc - Property Damage

Pleasant Hill Rd./Rancho View Dr.

20 Block Lafayette Cir.

Mt. Diablo Blvd./1St St.

Deer Hill Rd./Pleasant Hill Rd.

Mt. Diablo Blvd./Pleasant Hill Rd.

Tofflemire Dr./Moraga Rd.
Vehicle Theft

1100 Block Orchard Rd.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Other criminal activity
Computer Fraud

600 Block Doreen Way (4)

3400 Block Golden Gate Way
Fraud False Pretenses

3300 Block Hermosa Way

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

600 Block Doreen Way

3200 Block Burton Ct.

600 Block Doreen Way

1000 Block Sierra Vista Way

1300 Block El Curtola Blvd.
Grand Theft

3300 Block Moraga Blvd.
Grand Theft From Veh

1000 Block Upper Happy Valley Rd
Grand Theft Veh Parts

500 Block Florence Dr.

4000 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Identity Theft

1800 Block Reliez Valley Rd.

600 Block Doreen Way
Petty Theft

1100 Block Sierra Vista Way

1000 Block 2Nd St.

3300 Block Moraga Blvd.

1500 Block Rancho View Dr.

1000 Block Oak Hill Rd.

Petty Theft From Veh

3100 Block Somerset Dr.

600 Block Lancaster Dr.

3100 Block Kingsley P1
Shoplift

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)

900 Block Moraga Rd.

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (6)
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-domestic

300 Block Shire Oaks Ct.
Disturbing The Peace

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3500 Block St Marys Rd.
Loud Noise

Sessions Rd./Sierra Vista Way
Public Nuisance

Mt. Diablo Blvd./Lafayette Cr

1000 Block Dewing Av

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

2Nd St./Golden Gate Way

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Mt. Diablo Blvd./Golden Gate Way
Vandalism

1700 Block Reliez Valley Rd.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

1400 Block Edwards Ct.
10 Block Richelle Ct.
Other
Fireworks
1100 Block Cambridge Dr.
3800 Block Happy Valley Rd.
10 Block Warwick Ct.
Threats
Police Department
Trespass
3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Unwanted Guest
900 Block Moraga Rd.
3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)
Violation Restraining Ord
Police Department

Moraga Police
Department
Incident
Summary
Report

Dec. 28 - Jan. 9
Alarms

911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 8
Traffic 30

Suspicious Circumstances 4
Suspicious Subject

Suspicious Vehicle 4
Service to Citizen 42
Patrol Req./Security Check 13
Supplemental Report 9
Vacation House Check 0
Welfare Check 12
Public/School Assembly Check 0
Ordinance Violation 0
Vehicle violations
Accident Property

Moraga Rd./Rheem Blvd.
Auto Burglary

100 Block Danefield Pl.

200 Block Paseo Del Rio
Excessive Speed

Moraga Way/Ivy Dr.
Exhibition of Speed

Taco Bell

Reckless Driving

Moraga Rd./Rheem Blvd. (2)
Other criminal activity
Grand Theft

30 Block Ascot Pl.
Grand Theft From Veh

100 Block Miramonte Dr.
Grand Theft Veh Parts

10 Block Miramonte Dr.
Petty Theft From Veh

1000 Block Alta Mesa Dr.
Shoplift

Safeway
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance,Domestic

Not Available
Disturbing The Peace

Not Available
Drunk In Public

Safeway
Loud Music

80 Block Goodfellow Dr.
Loud Noise

Not Available (2)
Loud Party

Not Available
Other
Fireworks

500 Block Rheem Blvd.
H&S/Tr Sale Narc

Dollar Tree
Transient Contact

Library
Trespass W/ Vehicle

10 Block Sanders Ranch Rd.
Unwanted Guest

1800 Block St. Andrews Dr.

ORINDA

Orinda Police Department
Incident Summary
Report will be back soon
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Letters to the editor

Scott Parker for Mayor of
Moraga

I've lived in Moraga for nine
years now and I love and ap-
preciate so many things
about the community and the
people that live here. That
said, when you compare us to
the neighboring towns that
comprise Lamorinda, it’s not
hard to see why Moraga feels
like it’s stuck in third place in
the 1980’s.

For the last nine years,
I’'ve heard the same issues
confront the town that, year
after year, go unaddressed.
The same storm drains that
back up and flood streets. The
same empty store fronts that
don’t get leased. The same
crumbling buildings that

mains on a drawing board.

Enter Scott Parker. I don’t
know Scott, but I know a per-
son of action when I see one.
In case you missed the last
edition of Lamorinda Weekly
—he’s the Moraga resident
that spent 4 months picking
up 30 years of litter around
town with a goal of ‘ridding
Moraga of litter and making
sure it stays that way.’

I don’t know this, butI am
pretty sure Scott didn’t waste
his time petitioning the town
to do a better job cleaning up.
He just put trash bags in his
car and started doing it him-
self.

I’'m not naive to the ob-
stacles the town faces to
progress. Entrenched views
on growth. Wealthy

925-377-0977

change. Legal hurdles, lim-
ited budgets — I appreciate
each one of those present ob-
stacles to progress and that a
lot of people have worked
tirelessly to make things
better.

But Scott’s mission stands
out in a town that is mired in
reasons for ‘why we can’t’ -
as a striking example of how
we can. He shows us that if
you want to make Moraga
better, you’ve got to be willing
to do it yourself. Thanks for
showing us the way, Scott.
And thank you to the many
other Morgans that do the
same. Let’s resolve to be
more like them in 2022 if we
want to make Moraga better.

Keith Pearce

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Acts of Kindness

I would like to propose a res-
olution for 2022 that we all
can keep. Perform one act of
kindness every week. There
are about 16,000 residents in
Moraga. If we each did one
kind thing a week for a year,
that would be 832,000 acts.
Yes, 'm including the kids.
Last summer the girls on
my street left me a painted
rock that said, “You're fabu-
lous.” I put it on my desk and
smile every time I look at it.
Drop a card to a neighbor
who is having health prob-
lems, pick up a piece of litter,
sweep a storm drain clear of
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leaves, send a thank you to
the fire department, when
you bake make an extra for
someone who doesn’t. It
won’t have to be much, or
cost anything. We have a
neighbor who has been drag-
ging our garbage cans out
every week and bringing
them back after they are
emptied. I can’t tell you how
much my knees and I appre-
ciate that act of kindness.
Well, I guess I just did.
Please join me in filling
this year with kindness.
Hopefully, it will catch on.

Jo Mele
Moraga

Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and not necessarily those of the
Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will include the writer's name and city/town of residence -- we
will only accept letters from those who live in, or own a business in, the communities comprising

Moraga

Lamorinda (please give us your phone number for verification purposes only). Letters must be factually
accurate and be 350 words or less; letters of up to 500 words will be accepted on a space-available
basis. Visit www.lamorindaweekly.com for submission guidelines. Email: letters@lamorindaweekly.com;
Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

landowners that won’t com-
promise. Traffic. Climate

aren’t repaired. The same vi-
sion for the town that re-

Local foodie family conducts

annual taste-te

= 5

st tradition
e T el :

Submitted by
Craig Coane

The Coane family loves food.
Whether it’s mom, Karen,
cooking her favorite family
meals at home, daughter
Kayla journaling another en-
try into her Instagram “that-
fooddoee” account, son
Michael eating everything in
sight to put on extra weight
for high school sports, or dad,
Craig, and his obsession with
tasting different types of
foods.

Four years ago the family
came up with a novel idea to
help ring in the New Year
and fill their stomachs after
their late night New Year’s
Eve celebrations: a blind
taste test of their favorite
foods from local restaurants.

The idea was simple —
pick a common food theme
and three restaurants that
serve similar items. Order
the same items from all three
restaurants and bring them
all home to taste side-by-side.
And of course, have a scoring
sheet to tabulate the results
and pick an overall winner.

“We always talked about
doing something like this,”
said Craig Coane, looking

1 T e

back to four years ago. “Once
we came up with the concept,
we couldn’t wait to try it.”

The first year they chose
upscale burger joints, tasting
the best burgers, fries, and
vanilla shakes at three
nearby spots. And they
spared no details, even
adding the homemade
ketchups for each into their
scoring sheets.

“Not knowing for sure
which item came from which
restaurant definitely made it
even more fun,” Craig Coane
recalled.

Lafayette’s own Roam
was the big winner that year.
“We were pretty surprised,”
Kayla Coane remembered.
“We always like Roam but
matched up against the com-
petition it really stood out.”

After subsequent years
with themes that included
sushi in 2020 (that’s a lot of
spicy tuna rolls) and Mexican
food in 2021 (last year’s ver-
sion was held in Lake Tahoe
where the family lived for a
month), this year’s edition of
the Coane family New Year’s
Day taste test was an obvious
choice for Lamorinda diners:
Chinese food.

With a plethora of Chi-
nese restaurant options in

Lamorinda to choose from,
the Coanes settled on the
three choices from their
hometown of Moraga: Chef
Chao, China Moon and
Golden Palace. With so many
food items to choose from,
they narrowed it down to
four ‘go-tos’ for most Chinese
food lovers: hot and sour
soup, pot stickers, chicken
chow mein and orange
chicken.

One of the keys to suc-
cess, as the family has
learned, is ensuring all food
items make it back to their
house at the same time to en-
sure the freshest and hottest
comparisons.

“This year was easy,”
says Karen Coane. “All three
restaurants were basically
within walking distance!”

Craig and Kayla sped off
to grab the food items while
Karen and Michael prepped
the table and scoring sheets
for this year’s competition.
“We’re getting this thing
down,” says Michael Coane.
“We were ready to eat!”

After laying out the
enormous feast across their
expanded dining room table
and pinning their scoring
sheets to clip boards, it was
go time.

The hot and sour soup
winner? A three-way tie.
“They were all really good in
different ways.”

Next up: pot stickers.
Again, the Coanes were sur-
prised at how different each
pot sticker was prepared. “I
used to think pot stickers
were pretty much all the
same — that is not the case,”
said Karen. The winner:
China Moon. “They just have
that classic take on a pot
sticker with fresh stuffing
and a golden slightly crisp
dough.”

Their third item: chicken
chow mein. With healthy
portions and mounds of
chow mein to dig through,
the Coanes were again sur-
prised by each restaurant’s
take. “The thickness of the
noodles, amount of vegeta-
bles and chicken, and overall
flavor were very different,”
recalled Craig Coane. The
chow mein winner: Chef
Chao.

Finally, orange chicken
was the entrée of choice to
close out the food eating ex-
travaganza. If you thought
orange chicken is the same at
every Chinese joint, you are
sorely mistaken. “We saw the
biggest difference between
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restaurants with their take
on orange chicken, but the
top choice was obvious to all
of us,” said Michael. The or-
ange chicken champion:
Golden Palace.

As Craig gathered all the
sheets for the final scoring,
the Coanes were happy to see
each restaurant had a win-
ning food item. “They were
all good,” remembers Kayla.

But every great taste test
competition needs a cham-
pion, and after final tabula-
tions the 2022 champion was
Golden Palace.

“We love Chef Chao and
have for years,” said Karen,
“but we’re planning to fre-
quent all three restaurants
now that we’ve been able to
taste them all side by side.”

COVID has made it even
more meaningful to come up
with traditions that can bring
the family together and have
a little fun.

Craig added, “This is our
way to support local busi-
nesses ... and get a great meal
at the same time!”

What’s on tap for a
theme for next year’s feast?
They’re leaning toward Ital-
ian.

Business Person of the Year selection hits a high note with
Lamorinda Music co-owner John McCormick

... continued from Page A3

They created a business plan
and found the perfect
Lafayette location, “less than
two miles from home,” John
McCormick happily notes.
The building had originally
been a beauty salon and John
McCormick remembers that
“all the walls were plastered
with pink wallpaper. We
spent weeks scraping it off.”

The goal was to have a
warm, friendly, welcoming
spot where music is fun and
everyone is treated like fam-
ily and friends, John Mc-
Cormick states.

Colleen McCormick ran
the day-to-day operations of
Lamorinda Music in the be-
ginning while John Mc-
Cormick stuck with that old
adage, “Don’t quit your day
job.” He didn’t. He continued
working in the tech field but
spent nights and weekends
working at their store. That
all changed approximately
five years ago when John

McCormick did quit his day
job and began working full
time in the store.

Lamorinda Music pro-
vides instrument sales,
rentals and repairs and of-
fers lessons in everything
from voice, piano, guitar and
various band instruments.
They have expanded twice
and currently have 13 studios
and 30 instructors working
with hundreds of students,
“from pro musicians, enthu-
siastic amateurs and wide-
eyed elementary students
renting their first instru-
ments,” McCormick says. The
store hosts recitals, group
classes, jams and concerts.
There are two full-time re-
pair technicians working on
a variety of instruments for
both individuals and local
school districts.

One recent customer, re-
viewing Lamorinda Music on
social media, said, “This
place is fantastic, the people
who work here all have great
knowledge ... and the fact

that you can rent-to-own is
absolutely amazing.”

Once he began working
at the store full time, Mc-
Cormick joined the board of
the Lafayette Chamber and
immediately became an ac-
tive and involved member. In
2020 he was elected presi-
dent. “I had a vision of all the
Chamber could do under my
presidency,” McCormick says.
“I had lots of ideas. And then
COVID happened.” That, of
course, presented very dif-
ferent challenges. According
to the Chamber’s executive
director, Jay Lifson, once
COVID hit, goals and projects
changed out of necessity and
“under John’s leadership, we
were able to pivot to a new
purpose: saving our local
economy.”

The Chamber worked
hard and, McCormick states
proudly, “did phenomenal
work during the pandemic.
The Chamber was, in many
ways, the lifeline for local
businesses,” he says.

While a new Chamber
president is typically elected
every year, McCormick asked
to serve a second term. “John
asked for another year,” Lif-
son reports. “He felt he
hadn’t been able to do all the
great things he had planned
and he wanted to continue
helping our local businesses.”

Lifson states that under
McCormick’s leadership,
some really meaningful work
was done “and we have more
members now than we did
before COVID, actually
adding 100 new members
last year alone.”

It wasn’t a difficult deci-
sion, then, when the time
came to select the Chamber’s
2022 Business Person of the
Year. McCormick more than
meets the organization’s cri-
teria: Working to support and
promote a healthy business
climate and enhance lives in
Lafayette; modeling excel-
lence in everything he does;
giving time and energy to
help make Lafayette a com-

munity where people want to
live, work and shop; and
making us proud to be a
member of this community.
“John is the perfect mix of
nice guy, extremely bright
and interested in everything
that’s happening around
him,” Lifson says.

As if Lamorinda Music
and the Chamber haven’t
kept McCormick busy
enough, he was a Lafayette
Partners in Education (LPIE)
volunteer for 20 years and is
currently an active volunteer
with the Park Theater Trust.
And he has returned to
school: McCormick will
proudly receive his master’s
in history from Harvard later
this year.

The Chamber’s dinner to
honor McCormick, originally
planned for next month has,
unfortunately, been post-
poned due to COVID; it will
be rescheduled as soon as it’s
safe to do so.
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CALL TOM
FOR A FREE
ESTIMATE

Since 1993!
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

Building
Foundations
e Lifting

e Leveling

e Stabilizing
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UNDERPINNING

RENERLL CEONTRAETER LIE. BEPIIE

707 310-0602

www.bayareaunderpinning.org

WENERQL CENTRACTER
LIE. BETI2E
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TREE SCULPTURE

COMPLETE TREE CARE
Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!
Fully Insured <« Certified Arborists <+ License #655977
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com

925-377-0977
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April Matthews

925.200.0773

Apuids i | amorinda on £ 0eals £ state
The Real Estate Market is Hotter Than Ever!

*Low Interest Rates *Low Inventory *Abundant Buyers

Now
is the Best Time to Prepare and Sell

Call me for my

*23+ years of Experience and Market Expertise

*Winning Strategies and Guidance
*No Obligation Estimate of Value

1.april. matthews@gmail.com
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Submitted by
Thomas Black

George Chaffey, a longtime
resident of Lafayette and a
longtime Rotarian, is cur-
rently serving as World Presi-
dent of the International Fel-
lowship of Flying Rotarians.
He is one of two remain-
ing charter members of Lam-
orinda Sunrise Rotary, and is
a past governor of Rotary Dis-
trict 5160, which embraces 72

George Chaffey with his vintage aircraft.

Photo provided

clubs in northern California.

Chaffey’s two-year term
as World President was high-
lighted last year by an adven-
turous 12,000-mile solo jour-
ney that hopscotched him
about the lower 48 states in
his prized 1948 Luscombe
plane. He purchased the
single-prop, single-wing
model 50 years ago, shortly
after earning his private pilot
license.

His westernmost touch-

Lafayette man heads international body
of Rotarian pilots

down was in Quillayute,
Wash.; northernmost in Piney
Pinecreek, Minn., along the
Canada border; southernmost
in Key West, Fla., and east-
ernmost in Eastport, Maine.

Because there is no sup-
plemental oxygen on board,
Chaffey rarely flies higher
than 12,000 feet, and is pro-
hibited by FAA regulation
from exceeding 14,000 feet.

He generally flies be-
tween 8,000 and 10,000 feet,
as this, he learned, is the most
fuel-friendly altitude. As for
speed, it is generally in the
range of 100 mph.

He says his chief role as
leader of the 1,200-member
organization is as a goodwill
ambassador, “buzzing about
like a honeybee” to attend
IFFR meetings in different re-
gions of the world.

Have there been any close
calls? “Knock on wood, no,”
said Chaffey. “No serious me-
chanical issues. The main
nemesis is weather. If the
forecast bodes ill, I stay on
terra firma.” The plane,
named Lady Bird, is hangered
at Buchanan airfield in
Concord.
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ADAM HAMALIAN

COMING SOON

925.708.5630
DRE# 01917597

61 HARDIE DRIVE, MORAGA
CALL FOR DETAILS
KAAREN BRICKMAN | 925.351.5049

PENDING

CAROLYN WAY

925.890.4115

DRE# 00947460
CHRISTINA LINEZO

252 CLYDESDALE, DANVILLE
OFFERED AT $1,550,000
RUTH EDDY | 925.788.5449

415.425.3085

DRE# 01964989

JOY WIEHN

2470 CABALLO RANCHERO, DIABLO
SOLD FOR $3,450,000
B.HURLBUT/J. DEL SANTO | 925.818.5500

4153771884
DRE# 02047712

KAAREN BRICKMAN

136 MANZANITA DRIVE, ORINDA

=\ i SOLD FOR $3,310,000
925.351.5049 TINA FRECHMAN | 925.915.0851
DRE# 01932119
LAUREN DEAL
HURLBUT TEAM LISA TICHENOR LORI LEGLER
w T
| R :
" -?
- "}
—
L&l

925.876.4671

DRE#02060294

925.285.1093

DRE# 01478540

925.286.1244
DRE# 00805732

MATT MCLEOD

925.464.6500
DRE# 01310057

JUST LISTED

2 CLOVER LANE, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $2,890,000
L. LEGLER & C. HATA | 510.912.5882

PENDING

1030 BROWN AVENUE, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $1,049,000
MATT MCLEOD | 925.464.6500

36 VALLEY DRIVE, ORINDA
SOLD FOR $2,995,000
MATT MCLEOD | 925.464.6500

617 PARKHAVEN DRIVE, PLEASANT HILL

SOLD FOR $1,700,000

DON & PAMELA COLOMBANA 925.878.8047

PAMELA & DON
COLOMBANA

925.878.8047
DRE# 01979180/01979181

RUTH EDDY

925.788.5449
DRE# 01313819

JUST LISTED

TMOUNTAIN VIEW LANE, LAFAYETTE

OFFERED AT $3,375,000

KAAREN BRICKMAN | 925.351.5049

SOLD - TWO PARCELS

1040 & 1046 UHV ROAD, LAFAYETTE

SOLD FOR $4,250,000

L. LEGLER & C. HATA | 925.286.1244

16 HILLSIDE DRIVE, DANVILLE

SOLD FOR $4,400,000

DON & PAMELA COLOMBANA 925.878.8047

519 MONARCH RIDGE, WALNUT CREEK

SOLD FOR $970,000

CHRISTINA LINEZO | 415.425.3085

510.506.1351

DRE#01180260

SHELLEY RUHMAN  SHERRY HUTCHENS

H

925.212.7617
DRE# 01320608

BRYAN HURLBUT

925.383.5500
DRE# 01347508

CHERYL HATA

510.912.5882

DRE# 013859346

JANE & DAVE SMITH

925.998.1914

DRE# 01476506/02105225

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500

DRE# 01290985

KELLY WOOD

925.381.7172

DRE# 01931711

TINA FRECHMAN

925.915.0851
DRE# 01970768
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JMLT campaign underway to save Harvey Ranch

One of the many hiking trails within Haey Ranch

By Vera Kochan

Anyone who takes a hike
along the trails within Harvey
Ranch is met with breathtak-
ing views of Moraga and be-
yond. Hoping to preserve a
143-acre section of the ranch
and create a 15,500-acre nat-
ural area by connecting the
three protected landscapes of
Las Trampas Regional
Wilderness, San Leandro Wa-
tershed and Painted Rock Pre-
serve (which includes Carr
Ranch, Buckhorn Creek, and
Rocky Ridge), the John Muir
Land Trust has been tasked by
property owner Charlene
Harvey to help her fulfill a
dream to preserve the loca-
tion against development.
Harvey’s husband, Jim,
first bought the nearly 200-
acre property and lived there
in a small cabin before they
met and married over 60
years ago. After their mar-
riage they lived in San Fran-
cisco, but kept adding on to
the structure at the ranch for
their weekend getaways and
eventual build-up of cattle.
“Jim always saw the ranch
as a buffer between the very
developed Bluffs and the very
rural nature of Bollinger
Canyon,” said Harvey. “We al-

ways talked about how to do
that and protect it, but he
didn’t really take that step in
his lifetime.”

After her husband passed
away, Harvey continued to
visit the ranch on weekends
and in summers with her
three generations of family,
but none of them had plans to
make it their primary resi-
dence, “so I began to think
about how I could protect it
from development.”

Harvey decided on the
143-acre figure because she
has a grandson who lives in
one of the houses on the
property and who helps man-
age the ranch, and she felt it
important to have a buffer of
land surrounding the houses
and barn while making the
rest available to the public.

With her decision to get
the ball rolling, Harvey con-
tacted JMLT through recom-
mendations. “Everyone I
asked had great things to say
about them — how easy it was
to work with them, and when
I met Linus I felt I would have
a real partner.”

No stranger to launching
land preservation campaigns,
JMLT Executive Director Linus
Eukel was happy to take up
the mantle and fulfill Harvey’s
vision. The Save Harvey

Photos provided

Ranch Campaign is hoping to

raise $4 million by the Dec. 31,

2022 deadline. COVID man-
dates have thrown a wrench
into the efforts, but have not
deterred the full speed ahead
mindset to make the Harvey
family’s dream a reality.
“The $4 million goal cov-
ers our cost of acquiring Har-
vey Ranch,” explained Eukel.

“No two projects are the same.
These costs include appraisals,

surveys, natural resource as-
sessment reports, title re-
search, legal fees, staff time,
and the actual purchase price
for transferring title. It adds
up quickly!”

What's at stake is the loss
of 143 untouched acres of
land; a gateway to over 15,000
acres of pristine wilderness; a
new staging area with trail-
heads, and trail connections;
convenient access to the en-
tire Easy Bay; quick access to
amazing views and pathways;
an enhanced buffer for
wildlife; a protected view-
shed; and the preservation of
land surrounding Saint
Mary’s College.

The Harvey Ranch will
provide magnificent hiking
trails to nature lovers of any
age and ability. From short
walks to miles of trails with
varying terrain, there is

something to see and enjoy
for everybody. Equestrians
will even be allowed access to
centuries-old ranch roads.

The ranch itself is a habi-
tat for countless animals, rep-
tiles and raptors. Making the
area their domicile are gray
foxes, deer, opossums, rac-
coons, jackrabbits, weasels,
bobcats, mountain lions,
Northern alligator lizards, go-
pher snakes, Western pond
turtles, red-tailed and
Cooper’s hawks, golden eagles,
great blue herons and great
egrets, to name a few. Threat-
ened and endangered species
such as the Alameda whip-
snake and the California red-
legged frog also call Harvey
Ranch home.

When asked what will
happen to the 143 acres of
Harvey Ranch if the $4 million
figure falls short, Eukel
replied, “If we fall short, we
will not be able to purchase
any portion of the property.
The residents of Lamorinda
were extremely generous
when JMLT raised funds for
the successful acquisitions of
Carr Ranch and Painted Rock.
This community understands
the value and importance of
our conserved spaces. We are
optimistic.”

According to the JMLT
campaign, “A few minutes
spent in daily traffic on the
once-rural roads of Lamor-
inda make it clear that the

r

area is booming. Population
pressure grows as each new
home is built and new traffic
light is installed. Protecting
Harvey Ranch is a rare op-
portunity to save a landscape
that is universally recognized
as a critical conservation
milestone — a gem to be
spared from bulldozer, con-
crete and asphalt.”

“I just know how pleased
Jim would be about this deci-
sion,” stated Harvey. “He re-
ally was a true environmen-
talist, and to be able to protect
this little part of the county
and make it a gateway to the
larger trail system would be
exactly what he would have
wanted. The family is also
very pleased about this
decision.

“The land trust has been
great to work with,” added
Harvey. “As has Saint Mary’s
College, who has been a good
neighbor for 50 years. I think
this will be a win-win for
everyone.”

JMLT will host a virtual
kickoff event on Feb. 3, along
with public hikes in the spring
and summer. To sign up for
an e-newsletter or for more
information visit: jmlt.org or
call (925) 228-5018. To make a
donation to the Save Harvey
Ranch Campaign contact JMLT
Director of Development
Melanie Hogan:
melanie@jmlt.org.

Love and algorithms, ‘I'm Your Man’
from Germany an intelligent,
romantlc sc1 -fi fllm

By Sophie Braccini

In a not too distant future,
Alma, an anthropologist and
research director, is com-
pelled to enter an experiment
in order to get research fund-
ing: she is to evaluate a robot,
human-looking, whose behav-
ior and intellect has been de-
signed to be her perfect ro-
mantic partner. Alma, being a
rational individual who is
passionate about her re-
search, is not enthralled by
the prospect of living for three
weeks with a robot and she
enters the experiment claws
out. As the movie develops,
the relationship between
woman and robot of course
evolves, until the surprising
ending. This touching and
amusing German film, “I'm
Your Man,” opens in Orinda
on Jan. 21.

Poto provided

Current dating apps al-
ready use algorithms to ana-
lyze people's preferences and
find for them the best possible
matches. The movie takes this
a step further and imagines
algorithms that create that
very special person who will
be “the one.” Director Maria
Schrader, who previously re-
alized the Netflix series “Un-
orthodox,” has created a sci-fi
romantic story with humor-
ous moments and emotional
aspects as well. The very en-
tertaining film is first a reflec-
tion on a society that, through
algorithms, feeds us what we
already like and entangles us
in an endless loop populated
with our previous choices.

The start of the movie is
reminiscent of the film “Her,”
but has a very different and
intriguing dynamic. Tom, the
boy-next-door-adorable-robot,
is played by British actor Dan

Stevens. He has been con-
ceived to meet all of Alma’s
desires, both physically and
intellectually. Stevens plays
with a lot of self-irony the
complexity of a robot that has

been programmed to fit a role,

but is also able to learn and
improve. But why doesn’t
Alma fall for the perfect
young man? Do we need a
perfect match to fall in love?
Is complete indulgence of all
our dreams that appealing?
Have we become so inept at
facing the risks of failure that
a safe relationship with a
make-belief human is a better
option?

... continued on Page B2

MOVE C’C}GEDINMGES

All-Women Company Serving
East Bay Residents for Over 20 Years

COMPLETE MOVE &
COORDINATION SPECIALISTS

* CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION *

FULL PACKING & UNPACKING SERVICES
PACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

plan, sort, pack, label and help with what to keep, toss, donate, consign

UNPACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

pixtig furnsture, SEEng up kichen, srgaainiag ciebels. Capbodits and drawers

Nominated by SCORE
for Outstanding

Insured, Bonded, and Green

Woman-0wned Small Business wwvicarefreamawes. net

925.330.1988

heflp@carelreamoves.ned

ROCKRIDGE FURNITURE & DESIGN

3048 CLAREMONT AVENUE BERKELEY
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Super healthy Mediterranean charcuterie board just in time for
the Super Bowl

Mediterranean Appetizer Board
By Susie Iventosch

Charcuterie boards are all the
rage lately, and with good rea-
son ... they are beautiful, fes-
tive and delicious, with an as-
sortment to please anyone’s
palate! I recently saw a board
that was the size of a six-foot-
long banquet table. That one
was amazing and so inspira-
tional. I decided to do a vege-
tarian board made from all of
the sun-kissed flavors of the
Mediterranean that could be
lots of fun anytime, but with
Super Bowl LVI coming up,
there will be plenty of need for
finger foods. We made the
same naan that we recently
featured, but made them into
bite-sized rounds for dipping
into hummus and creamy
whipped feta, (which is not
featured, because my board
ran out of space). But, it is per-
fect for dipping the fresh cu-
cumber roll ups into. If you get
really ambitious, you can roll
the cucumber around longer
slices of red and yellow bell
peppers, or salmon with cream
cheese, or really anything that
sounds tasty to you.

We stuffed the sweet

Susie can be reached at
suziventosch@gmail.com.

This recipe can be found on

our website:

www.lamorindaweekly.com .

If you would like to share
your favorite recipe with
Susie please contact her by
email or call our office at
(925) 377-0977. Or visit
https://treksandbites.com

Photo Susie Iventosch

cherry peppers with Boursin
Garlic and Fine Herbs cheese.
To do this, we just piped the
cheese into the pepper using a
pastry bag, fitted with an open
star decorating tip. This makes
the job really easy and the fin-
ish looks professional. Be sure
to let the cheese come to room
temperature before you pipe it
into the pepper.

We found a little trick to fit
in more of the cucumber roll
ups and that is to use a wine
cork to hold them in place until
it is filled up so they don’t un-
ravel. I kept putting them in
and they kept unraveling, until
I got wise to the old cork trick!
If you roll them up around a
creamy cheese you won’t have
this problem anyway.

The ingredients we fea-
tured in our board are listed
below. The hummus,
chimichurri, and whipped feta
recipes are below. I am sure
you will think of other items
you’d like to include in your
board, and especially depend-
ing up how big you want to
make it. This one is a fairly
small board, so I was a bit lim-
ited on space.

BOARD INGREDIENTS

Sweet & Spicy Sweet Piquante Peppers or pickled sweet cherry peppers, stuffed with Boursin cheese

Whole pepperoncini

Olive varieties: Castelvetrano, Kalamata, Chalkadiki, Greek Mt. Athos

Cubed Feta Cheese
Chopped cherry Tomatoes
Snipped Basil

Marinated artichoke hearts

Watermelon radishes, thinly sliced
Guara or Marcona salted almonds
Cucumber roll ups (thinly sliced on the mandoline slicer and rolled up tightly.)
Cilantro-jalapeno hummus (recipe below)

Chimichurri (recipe below)
Whipped Feta (recipe below)
Crackers

Mini naan

Cilantro-Jalapeiio Hummus

(Makes about 1 1/2 cups)
INGREDIENTS

1-2 jalaperfios diced (depending upon your heat meter!)
1 cup cilantro leaves, loosely packed

1-2 cloves garlic, minced

1 15.5-0z. can garbanzo beans (they come packed 14, 15, 15.5 or 16 oz. depending upon the
manufacturers, and any of these are fine)
1 tablespoon garbanzo bean brine or ice cold water

2 tablespoon tahini

2 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil

Juice of 1 lime
1/2 teaspoon salt
DIRECTIONS

Drain garbanzo beans, but reserve the packing brine to use in the hummus. Set aside about 15 garbanzo

beans for garnish.

Remove stem, ribs and seeds from the jalapefios, and coarsely dice. Place diced jalapefios in the bowl
of your food processor. Process until finely chopped.
Add cilantro leaves and process until smooth. Mince garlic into this mixture and continue to process.
Add garbanzo beans along with 1 tablespoon of the brine (or ice-cold water) and purée until smooth.
Add 2 tablespoons tahini, lime juice, olive oil, and salt and puree until smooth. If the hummus is too
thick, add a little more of the brine, (or cold water), 1 tablespoon at a time until desired consistency. We
found that 1 tablespoon was perfect, but each can of garbanzo beans can vary in both size and moisture

content.

To serve, garnish with fried garbanzo beans or chimichurri, (recipe just below), thinly sliced
jalapefio, lime wedges, a sprig of cilantro and drizzle extra olive oil over the top.

Fried Garbanzo Beans for Garnish
Heat 1 tablespoon olive oil in a skillet. Add garbanzo beans and sauté over medium heat until crispy.

Season with a dash of sea salt.

Chimichurri
(Makes 1/2 cup)
INGREDIENTS

2 jalapefios or Fresno chilis, stems, veins and seeds removed and coarsely chopped
1/2 bunch cilantro leaves (or about 1 1/2 cups loosely packed)
1/2 bunch Italian parsley (or about 1 1/2 cups loosely packed)
2 tablespoons fresh oregano or 1 teaspoon dried oregano

2 cloves garlic

1/2 teaspoon salt

1/2 teaspoon pepper
1/4 cup olive oil

2 tablespoons red wine vinegar

1 tablespoon fresh lime juice
DIRECTIONS

Put peppers, garlic, cilantro, parsley and oregano in the food processor and pulse until it reaches the
texture you like. Some like it quite chunky and others like it puréed smooth. Either way, once it’s chopped,
transfer the veggies and herbs to a bowl and add the remaining ingredients. Use right away or store in an
airtight container in the refrigerator until ready to use.

Whipped Feta
(Makes about 1 cup)
1/2 cup feta crumbled
1 tablespoon olive oil
1 teaspoon fresh lemon juice

1/2 cup nonfat plain Greek yogurt
Place feta and olive oil in the bowl of your food processor and process until the feta cheese is smooth. Add
lemon juice and yogurt and continue to process just until integrated and light and fluffy. Chill until ready

to serve.

Did you visit older parents during the holidays?

By Linda Fodrini-
Johnson, MA, MFT,
CMC

Many people visited Mom and
Dad this holiday season: a first
visit in almost two years.
What you observed might
have been concerning and
now you’re back home and
wonder “What support is ap-
propriate and how do I find it
for them?”

Some might have noticed
during the pandemic via
phone or video calls: (A) the
repeating of stories, (B) denial
of any needs, (C) what you
think might be false reporting
of important information. The
Alzheimer’s Association says
that over the pandemic there
has been a 16% increase in
the number of persons diag-
nosed.

What should families do if
they walk into what is often
described as a “hornets’ nest?”
I hope you held off on giving
advice too soon. This is some-
thing that, in order to be suc-
cessful, needs to be addressed

more slowly. Overreacting
leads to resistance. If you re-
spond with “you should” or
are overly parental, telling
your parent what to do, you
seldom get cooperation.

The pandemic has been
hard on solo seniors: those
living alone and those who
were in assisted living these
past two years. These situa-
tions increased both depres-
sion and dementia.

Knowing how to have a
conversation with your par-
ents about the “What if’s of a
longer life” can be productive
if you (1) didn’t do it on the
day of a celebration and (2)
you have prepared them
ahead of time for the conver-
sation.

Many older adults wel-
come these discussions be-
cause, once they have dis-
cussed all the “What if’s” sce-
narios of growing older and
discussed their values and
wants with family, it can re-
lieve some unexpressed stress
or worry. Then you can be-
come the resource collector
and, in the end, it will give

you a sense of doing what is
right when you are called to
assist in making medical deci-
sions or in choosing a retire-
ment community.

If you saw memory de-
cline, personal care that is ne-
glected, unpaid bills, and
more clutter, you might be
looking at a safety issue as
well. This is when you will
need to take action sooner to
ensure that your parents are
not in any jeopardy. That will
require legal documents like
the Advance Health Care Di-
rectives as well as some local
professional guidance.

Families often think that a
senior living community is the
only answer and sometimes it
can be the best solution.
However, over 80% of seniors
want to stay in their own
homes till the end of life. Itis
important to first try the local
support systems that support
aging in place - such as the
www.LamorindaVillage.org.
And, if your parents are at a
distance, already resistant and
you are worried about safety,
I think consulting with a Pro-

fessional Geriatric Care Man-
ager would be a great help in
designing a plan with all the
local options for in-home or
retirement living. You can
find that professional at
www.AgingLifeCare.org.
Look for a professional with a
license and certifications.

I teach a series of four
free Zoom classes for those
concerned about someone
with a dementia. They are
usually on the second Friday
at 11 a.m., but the February
class will be on the 18th. You
can sign up on my website
www.LindaFodriniJohn-
son.com. On Zoom, I also co-
lead a support group for those
caring for someone with a de-
mentia. This is twice a month
through LOPC in Lafayette.
Send me an email if you
would like to join. It is the
first and third Wednesdays at
10:30 a.m. My email is
LindaFJ620@outlook.com

The big message is that
you are not alone and having
professional guidance and
support can make this life
journey less stressful for

everyone in the family.

Linda Fodrini-Johnson, MA, MFT,
CMC, is a Licensed Family
Therapist and Certified Care
Manager. She has been
practicing professional care
management since 1984. Linda
founded Eldercare Services, a
full-service care management
and home care company in 1989.
Eldercare Services is now a
division of Home Care Assistance
and continues to provide Bay
Area families with care
management, advocacy,
counseling, support groups and
education.

Love and algorithms, ‘I'm Your Man’ from Germany an
intelligent, romantic sci-fi film

... continued from Page B1

Maren Eggert portrays
Alma as a rigid middle-aged
woman who is intellectually
very strong and powerful but
also has hidden frailties. Her
fight between what her intel-

ligence and her reason tells
her and what her emotional
weakness lures her to do is
touching and so well depicted.
Overall, it is the dangers of the
seductive facilities and short-
cuts given to us by technology
that Schrader illustrates so

well here. In an interview for
the Berlin Film Festival where
“Ich bin dein Mensch” (“I'm
Your Man”) was presented, the
director said that what at-
tracted her in the short story
by Emma Braslavsky that
serves as the base of this

movie, are the unanswered
questions the story raises.
Besides the crafty story
and excellent acting, the at-
traction of the movie comes
also from the slightly sci-fi es-
thetics created by the well-
mastered cinematogra-

phy. The film will be pre-
sented for a least a week at
the Orinda Theater by the In-
ternational Film Showcase
starting on Jan. 21. Tickets at
orindamovies.com
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BVE 4th and 5th graders AIM
high to raise money for Afghan
refugees

9
i

Submitted by
Cathy Martinsen

After a hiatus due to COVID, Burton
Valley Elementary’s AIM class brought
back its annual community service
project, the Book Bonanza, and had its
most successful year ever! The long-
standing tradition put on by Ms. Mar-
tinsen’s fourth- and fifth-graders is a
huge undertaking. The students col-
lect, price, and, of course, sell books ...
at incredibly low prices (some books
are as cheap as 25 cents). All proceeds
go to a charitable cause, and this year
the students chose to donate the
monies to help the Afghan refugees.
Jewish Family & Community Ser-
vices of the East Bay is leading the
Afghan Refugee Resettlement program
in the Bay Area, and they are in great
need of supplies and money to help
these people make a new home here.
The whole class banded together to
complete each step in the process, and
after three weeks of collecting and
pricing, the sale was on. Classes from

Burton Valley came to support the AIM
class by buying books, homemade
rainbow loom bracelets, bookmarks,
and origami, and dropping in dona-
tions to the donation jar. After the
four-day frenzy, the students counted
their money and were thrilled to find
they had made $2554.34 ... the most
ever raised!

The students were proud to pre-
sent a check to Ami Dodson of JFCS the
week before winter break. There were
still many books left and several boxes
were donated to the Contra Costa WIC
program, while the bulk (917 books)
went to the East Bay Children’s Book
Project. So many benefited from the
Book Bonanza this year, and it was a
rewarding experience for the class.

“It felt great knowing that we
helped other people,” agreed the en-
thusiastic students. Ms. Martinsen’s
class appreciates the support of the
Burton Valley community for all the
book donations as well as the subse-
quent purchases. It truly is a school-
wide effort.

925-377-0977
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Campolindo Leos and Moraga
Lions donate to MEF

Photo provided

From left: Leo secretary Natalie Barkey, Leo president Luca Rago,
Campolindo principal John Walker and Lion Dana Glasgow

Submitted by Bob Murtagh

During 2021 the Campolindo Leo Club
and Moraga Lions Club were success-
ful in conducting several fundraisers
in spite of the COVID virus. On Dec. 16,
2021 both clubs met with Campolindo
High School Principal John Walker and
presented him with a check payable to

the Moraga Education Foundation for
$500. This is the 17th year that both
Service Clubs have supported the
Moraga schools. The next fundraising
activity for Leos and Lions will be the
annual Crab Feed to be held on Jan.
22. (Drive thru only due to COVID.) For
more information about the Leos, Li-
ons or the crab feed contact Lion Bob
Murtagh - bobmurtagh@gmail.com.

Campo girls basketbhall team
surpasses goal, collects 1,600

shoes for Soles4Souls

Submitted by Diana Jackin

More than a thousand pairs of shoes
will be distributed overseas to help
those in need thanks to a shoe drive by
the Campolindo High School girls’ bas-
ketball team and sponsored by realtor
Jon Wood of Compass, a national real
estate technology company. Surpass-
ing their goal of 500 pairs of shoes, the
girls collected over 1,600 pairs for
Soles4Souls, a nonprofit that turns un-
wanted shoes into opportunity by
keeping them from going to waste and
putting them to good use.

Soles4Souls distributes shoes to
underprivileged people worldwide
and also fights poverty by distributing
them to local micro-entrepreneurs,
who can resell them to earn a living
for their families.

“It was incredible to witness the
town of Moraga, the community I
grew up in, show up in a powerful
way to support these young women

and Soles4Souls,” said Wood. “I am
sincerely proud to be a part of this
effort!”

The 1,600 pairs of shoes collected
by the girls’ basketball team filled 60
boxes and three trucks. The donations
also removed 2,000 pounds of textiles
from landfills and eliminated 48,000
pounds of carbon dioxide emissions.

“The girls showed leadership,
teamwork, and compassion for those
in need,” said Bill Flitter, coach of the
Campolindo High School girls’ basket-
ball team. “We appreciate all of their
hard work and look forward to the
next community give-back event.”

“It was amazing to witness the
passion and courage of the team dur-
ing the difficult times we live in,”
added Wood. “Under the leadership of
the coach and his amazing wife, they
gave in a deep and meaningful way
which makes this holiday season even
more special. I was so proud to be able
to support their incredible efforts and
results.”

Communlty Service: we are pleased to make space available when-

ever possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service organizations to
submit news and information about their activities. Submissions may be sent to sto-
rydesk@lamorindaweekly.com with the subject header In Service to the Community.

Submit stories and story ideas to
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com

Photo provided

Campolindo Interact Club
service project benefits foster
children at Alternative Family
Services in Oakland

Submitted by Rich Render

During the winter break, the Cam-
polindo High School Interact Club fa-
cilitated a community service project
for those in need, where they -

filled three dozen holiday decorated
mason jars with small toys and

candy. The jars were then donated to
the foster children at Alternative Fam-
ily Services in Oakland, California, as a
child's gift for the holiday.

- Phoio provided

The Campolindo students that
partook in the event, helping to deco-
rate and fill the jars, were Wiley Win-
Kler, Sara Tabibian, Anna Rossi, Mari
Testa, and Jessica Finnerty. Interac-
tis an international community ser-
vice organization for high school stu-
dents, and is part of Rotary Interna-
tional. There are almost 15,000 Inter-
act Clubs around the world, and the
Campolindo Interact Club is sponsored
by the Rotary Club of Moraga.

Share Your Celebrations and Remembrances

If you would like to share an announcement about a special event or achievement,
such as a wedding, engagement, scholarship or graduation of a local resident, or
about a special person from Lamorinda who has passed, send a photo along with
your text (up to 250 words) to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com, and include “Cele-
brations and Remembrances” in the subject line.
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‘ Not to be missed ‘ Not to be missed ‘ Not to be missed ‘ Not to be missed ‘

January featured Artists at
the Art Gallery at the Orinda
Library: Digital News Art, The
Beauty of Birds and Intricate
Botanical Watercolors; George,
Maggie and Sara Boscoe. This
exhibit runs through Jan. 31
during normal Library hours in
the Art Gallery at the Orinda
Library at 26 Orinda Way.
Hours are Mon. — Thur., 10 a.m.
-8 p.m.,, Fri. — Sat.,, 10 am. -6
p.m., closed Sun. Please visit us
online at
https://lamorindaarts.org/
current-exhibits/

The Moraga Art Gallery
announces the opening of a
spirited new show,
"Singularities," a title derived
from the unique visions of the
show featured member artists:
Orinda’s Linh Kang and Walnut
Creek's Susan Erickson. Feb. 2
to April 10, also consists of
paintings. etchings, prints,
ceramics, jewelry,
woodworking, glasswork and
photographs by the gallery’s
other members and additional
guest artists. 432 Center
Street in Moraga's Rheem
Shopping Center, open
Wednesday through Sunday
from noon to 5 p.m.
www.moragaartcallery.com, or
call 925-376-5407.

Valley Art Gallery announces
"Wintermission," our show
between shows, featuring
selected works by Gallery

Artists designed to refresh and
warm even the longest, darkest
winter days. Reflecting a wide
range of styles, prices, motifs
and media, the show continues
our mission of presenting the
best of the best of more than
100 East Bay artists. Also on
hand is a wide-ranging juried
selection of locally created fine
crafts and jewelry. 1661
Botelho Drive, Suite 110,
Walnut Creek,
www.valleyartgallery.org; (925)
935-4311.

Start the New Year by
viewing the Lamorinda Arts
Alliance exhibit, “New
Beginnings” at the aRt Cottage
in Concord, open Jan. 5 - Feb.
25. Please come meet the artists
at the reception on Saturday,
Jan. 8 from 2-4 p.m. The gallery,
located at 2238 Mt. Diablo
Street, Concord, is open,
Tuesday-Friday 11 a.m.-5 p.m.
and Saturday 1 a.m.-5 p.m.
https://laadart.org.

Art show at Orinda Books.
January features the paintings
of Lisa Gunn. Lisa has a long
artistic presence in Orinda. Her
style is a "California
Impressionism" involving plein
air, landscapes, and abstracts.
She notes, "I am hoping that
people will connect with my
painting and find some
attachment that speaks to them
whether it be through color,
composition or some thread of
energy transmitting from one
human to another.”

www.orindabooks.com. 276
Village Square, Orinda,
925-254-7606.

MUSIC

St. Paul’s Concert Series is
excited to present
Harpsichordist Arthur Omura
in a solo performance live from
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church at 7
p-m. Saturday, Jan. 29. This live
performance will be broadcast
online or in-person as
permitted at the time of the
performance. To register for
tickets and receive the live link,
and to check on in-person
attendance status, visit
www.stpaulswc.org/
concert-series. 1924 Trinity
Avenue, Walnut Creek.
Optional Donation upon
ticketing/registration: average
$20, Students $10 (all are
welcome regardless of
donation).

LITERATRE

February events at Orinda
Books, 276 Village Square,
Orinda: Thursday, Feb. 3 at 11
a.m. Pat's Book Club will read
and discuss via Zoom “We Run
The Tides” by Vendela Vida.
Sign up at
info@orindabooks.com or call
925-254-7606 for the Zoom link.

THEATER

“Cinderella’s Wedding”
performs at the Lesher Center
for the Arts, 1601 Civic Drive in

Walnut Creek. Performances
are: Friday, Feb. 11 at 7:30 p.m.
and Saturday, Feb. 12 at 2 p.m.
& 7:30 p.m. Single tickets are on
sale ($25 - $52) with senior and
youth pricing available. Diablo
Ballet will also present a virtual
option, which will be a
recording of the live
performance, streaming Feh. 18
— 27 and available for viewing
at any time during this
timeframe. Price $37 per
household. For in theatre or
virtual tickets, call
925-943-SHOW (7469) or visit
www.lesherartscenter.org or
www.diabloballet.org. For a
link to the Lesher Center for the
Arts safety protocols that are
currently in place, please visit:
www.lesherartscenter.org.

OTHER

Threats to our precious
public lands focus of Green
Sofa Cinema Series event.
Powerful forces want to grab
our public lands for oil and gas
drilling, mining, logging and
development—a potential
American tragedy. Learn more
Wed., Jan. 19, 7 to 8 p.m., when
Green Sofa Cinema Series hosts
a discussion of the film “Public
Trust—The Fight for America’s
Public Lands” (watch in
advance on YouTube:
https://bit.ly/3kBu2dC) and hear
from county Urban Limit Line
defender Gretchen Logue.
Register now for the free Zoom
event: https://bit.ly/3Hf5Qay

Lamorinda’s Religious Services

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
24 Orinda Way (next to the Library)-925-254-4212
Sunday Services and Sunday School 10-11 am
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm

All are welcome
www.christianscienceorinda.org

Masaga Valley Prédbytetdan Church

mvpe

JOIN US SUNDAYS AT 9:30
INDOORS & ON THE PATIO

OR OMLINE AT MVPCTODAY.ORG

Lafayette United Methodist Church
955 Moraga Road 925.284.4765 thelumc.org

Sunday 10am in person worship
We are a church that strives to love as Jesus loves.

Our congregation welcomes, includes, and affirms everyone
on their journey of faith regardless of race, ethnicity, age,
economic status, physical and mental ability,
sexual orientation or gender identity.

L rprfie L

Please join us!

AWELCOMING = LOVING

COMMUNITY OF FAITH
= | EARNS, GROWS, AND 5ERVES

TOGETHER.
LOPC.ORG
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Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422

www.holyshepherd.org

ONLINE WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Facebook Premiere Community Worship
every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Go to
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/

WORSHIP SCHEDULE In person worship
at 9:30 a.m. Live stream on
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/

Visit our website to access the current
and recent sermons.

QUR SAVIOR
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St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
An Open, Affirming & Loving Community
In-Person & Virtual service Sun. at 9:00 AM
If someone would like to be added to our Zoom invitation
please call 925-284-7420 or email cathy.w@stanselms.us
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, www.stanselms.us

WILLOWSPRING

Practical biblical teaching, contemporary
worship, come as you are.

www.willowspringchurch.com
1689 School St. Moraga | 925-376-3550

10:45 AM Sunday Service

ST MARK’S CHURCH
OF ORINDA & MORAGA

Sunday Service at 10 a.m.

451 Moraga Way, Orinda
www.stmarksorinda.org |
All Are Welcome

(925) 254-5965

AAUW-OML is sponsoring two
Girls4STEM webinars for high
school girls. “Why Studying
Materials Science is Like
Playing Tetris” presented by
Maritza Sanchez, PhD
Candidate, Materials Science
and Engineering, will be held
on Sunday, Feb. 6 at 4 p.m.
Sheryl Mordo, P.E., B.S., Civil
Engineering from UC Davis,
will talk about her career path
from math classes in high
school to a career as a
construction project engineer
and manager at Intuit, one of
the world’s largest business
software companies, with an
internship at DisneyWorld
along the way. Her webinar is
on Sunday, March 6 at 4 p.m.
Get more information at
https://oml-ca.aauw.net/
girls4stem-webinars/

GARDEN

The Montelindo Garden Club,
membership open to all,
presents landscape designer
Katie Creighton talking about
Early Bloomers — the
Harbingers of Spring, Feb. 18,
email
montelindogarden@aol.com to
learn if the meeting is via Zoom
and to request a link. For
further information, including
times and in-person location,
see the website at
montelindogarden.com.
Programs are free and open to
the public. Masks and proof of
vaccination, including booster,
are required for in-person
events. 10 a.m. via Zoom; 9
a.m. if in person at the
Lafayette Library, 3491 Mt
Diablo Blvd., Lafayette.

Please submit
events to:
calendar@lamorinda
weekly.com
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Tatum Zuber - Acalanes
By Jon Kingdon

Despite having to play out-
doors in inclement weather,
there were no complaints
coming from any of the Lam-
orinda soccer teams. “With
the short season last spring,
everyone was looking for-
ward to a normal season,
even with the rain and cold,”
Miramonte head coach Barry
McQuain said. “That’s girls’
soccer.”
Acalanes

As the second anniver-

sary of Acalanes winning the
Northern California Regional
Championship approaches,
the Dons look to be in good
position to defend that honor
after a season where there
were no playoffs. With a 6-1
record and having outscored
their opponents by a com-
bined 37-5, their main con-
cern might be one of
overconfidence.

This is a team with both
youth and experience com-
prised of 15 seniors and ju-
niors and nine sophomores
and freshmen. “We have a

really good mix of players,”
coach Nick Barbarino said.
“It reminds me of our team

similar mix of players.”

The three captains on the

team, Addie Bailey, Tatum
Zuber and Chloe Quintella,
were freshmen on that
championship team along
with juniors Jacque Peacock,
Camryn Salazar, and Taylor
Carlin.

The upperclassmen have
utilized their playoff experi-
ence to create a winning en-
vironment, Barbarino said:
“The leadership and compo-
sure of this group makes it
feel like a team that has been
there. They understand the
high-pressure situations and
how to get through them.”

The offense is led by Bai-

two years ago when we had a

ley, Zuber and Natalie Means.
Means was just activated,
scoring two goals in her first
game, and will be playing for
Georgetown next year.
Freshmen Taylor Mikalis (5
goals) and Nicole Nguyen and
sophomore Ella Thomason
are among the girls that have
scored at least one goal.

Barbarino has never
been afraid to throw fresh-
men into the mix. “It’s like
life,” Barbarino said. “If you
can contribute, it doesn’t
matter what age or grade
you’re in. We’re going to put
the best players on the field.
We are really deep this year.
The freshmen are learning
and improving, and it really
helps that the upperclassmen
are helping them to acclimate
and get up to speed.”

Photos Acalanes Boosters

The Dons are only giving
up 0.66 goals/game. Junior
Catherine Judson, starting for
her second year, has been
very solid in the net along
with freshman backup
Melisa Adatepe. “Catherine
has gotten a lot better with
her passing and position and
is much more comfortable in
the net,” Barbarino said.

“She is great at reading the
ball in the air and has very
quick reactions. We’re also
excited about Melisa’s
future.”

The line protecting Jud-
son is led by Quintella and
Peacock. “Chloe and Jacque,
our center backs, have both
been great all year,” Bar-
barino said.

... continued on Page C3
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ASEBALL

TEEBALL: Kindergarten Coed

LMYA SPRING SPORTS

Let's have fun! Come Play with us!

BASEBALL.: 1s- 6" Grade Boys

ALL SKILL LEVELS WELCOME!

LMYA Swim Team registration starts February 1, at www.Imyaswim.com

www.Ilmyasports.com

SOFTBALL

1st- 8t Grade Girls




Page: C2 LAMORINDA WEEKLY 925-377-0977

Local Karate athletes at Las Vegas
International Karate Competition

www.lamorindaweekly.com Wednesday, January 19, 2022

Local 8th graders win Adrenaline
Challenge Lacrosse Tournament

fe

Photo provided
Karate athletes from the Lamorinda area, from left: Andrew Cai, Miles Paras,

Ryoma Durkee, Paroma Khan, Chloe Paras, Parsa Shayesteh, Sophia Hong,
Alex Paras, Polly Ryzhenkova; not pictured: Rayan Sohrabian

Photo provided

Submitted by
Thomas Westernoff

A total of 10 Karate & Fitness USA
Team Members of Lafayette returned
home from the USA Open Karate
Championships held in Las Vegas on

athletes competed in Kata (Forms) and
Kumite (Sparring). The USA Open
Karate Event is sanctioned by USA
Karate which is a member of the
United States Olympic Committee.
Karate is an official Olympic sport and
the sport continues to grow around
the world for boys and girls.

Submitted by Tim Jones

This month, Derek Youn, Tucker Jones
and Donovan Bantique of Lamorinda,
while playing with Alcatraz Outlaws,

won the Adrenaline Challenge Cup in
Del Mar, Calif.

This is the third lacrosse tourna-
ment these boys have won with Alca-
traz Outlaws.

Dec. 15 - 19 with over 30 medals. Ten

Submit stories to

sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com

(we prefer to receive your original photo file,
minimum size: 200 dpi and 1200 pixels wide)

Classified  Classified ¢ Classified « Classified « Classified « Classified « Classified

Brush Removal |

www.totalclean.biz Concept Builders

Serving Lamorinda since 1985. Remodeling, Home Repair &
Insured and bonded 376-1004. New Construction

Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563

House Cleaning | Tile Setting

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters
Cliff 510-697-1125

Brush Removal &
Tree Trimming
to satisfy Moraga Orinda
Fire District’s regulations
Free estimates!

Science Tutor by Stanford Grad./
Credentialed Teacher/Prof., 15 yrs exp.:
MoragaAcademicConsulting.com

925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983
een 259389836 , (629 25122 Co 029
licensed, bonded & insured. Structural Repairs
CA#667491
‘ Custom Quality Fencing www.kensrototilling.com Since 1989 _é Quetzal Handyman
!E'% = 9 Alameda Engineering NO JOBTOO SMALL
e %Iﬁms DRAINAGE SYSTEMS ! Electrical, plumbing,
e N4 925-938-9836 — RN AL Please call Carlos Toledo
+ Good Neighbor Fence Java Fence (925) 957 1628 FOUNDATIONS 510-689-7490
« Deer Fencing UNDERPINNING

Decks, Hog Wire, Arbors,
Stairs, Trellis, Deer Fence,
Chicken coop, Green house
CCL 880556, Free Est

» Picket/Split Rail

* RV Gates

« Trellis and Arbors

» Retaining Walls

* Insurance/Storm Repairs

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

Announcements

NEW AUTHORS WANTED!
Page Publishing will help you

LANDSLIDE REPAIRS
510-537-6550

General Engineering Contractors
Lic. # 562641
alamedaengineering@comcast.net
alameda-engineering.com

i

WE HOP T

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair - Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Miscellaneous

The difference in winning and
losing market share is how

Announcements

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most

Cable/Satellite TV

DIRECTYV - Watch your favorite
live sports, news and enter-

Real Estate Loans

RETIRED COUPLE $555$ for
business purpose Real Estate

self-publish your own book.
FREE author submission kit!
Limited offer! Why wait? Call
now: 1-855-667-0380 (Cal-SCAN)

UPDATE YOUR HOME with
Beautiful New Blinds & Shades.
FREE in-home estimates make it
convenient to shop from home.
Professional installation. Top
quality - Made in the USA.

Call for free consultation:
1-877-438-0330. Ask about our
specials! (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR OR
TRUCK TO HERITAGE FOR THE
BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax
Deductible, Free Towing, All
Paperwork Taken Care Of. CALL
1-844-491-2884 (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CARTO KIDS
Fast Free Pickup — Running or
Not - 24 Hour Response -
Maximum Tax Donation — Help
Find Missing Kids!

Call 1-888-491-1453. (Cal-SCAN)

advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule a
FREE LeafFilter estimate today.
15% off Entire Purchase. 10%
Senior & Military Discounts.
Call 1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

SAVE BIG on HOME INSUR-
ANCE! Compare 20 A-rated
insurances companies. Get a
quote within minutes. Aver-
age savings of $444/year! Call
1-844-410-9609! (M-F 8am-
8pm Central) (Cal-SCAN)

Become a Published Author.
We want to Read Your Book!
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920. Book
manuscript submissions cur-
rently being reviewed. Com-
prehensive Services: Consulta-
tion, Production, Promotion
and Distribution. Call for Your
Free Author's Guide
1-877-538-9554 or visit
http://dorranceinfo.com/Cali
(Cal-SCAN)

tainment anywhere. More top
premium channels than DISH.
Restrictions apply. Call IVS -
1-888-641-5762. (Cal-SCAN)

Wanted to Buy

FREON WANTED: We

pay $$$ for cylinders and
cans.R12R500R11R113
R114. Convenient. Certified

Professionals.

Cable/Internet Services Call 312-291-9169 or visit

RefrigerantFinders.com (cak-scan)

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. Includes
1TB of data per month. Get
More For Your High-Speed
Internet Thing. Ask us how to
bundle and SAVE! Geo & svc

1-855-397-7909. (Cal-SCAN)

Real Estate Wanted

KC BUYS HOUSES
Fastest Cash- Any Condition!

- Residential and Commercial
restrictions apply. Call us today  2<hin 72 hours! Family owned

and operated 25 years.

1-909-536-2060

businesses use their advertising
dollars. We deliver the largest
consortium of trusted news
publishers in California and
beyond. For more info on multi-
market solutions call Cecelia @
(916) 288-6011 or
cecelia@cnpa.com

The difference in winning and
losing market share is how
businesses use their advertising
dollars. Mark Twain said, “Many
a small thing has been made
large by the right kind of ad-
vertising”. So why spend your
hard-earned dollars on social
media where you already have
an audience? For more info call
Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 or
cecelia@cnpa.com

Financial Services

Over $10K in Debt? Be debt
free in 24 to 48 months. No
upfront fees to enroll. A+ BBB
rated. Call National Debt Relief
1-888-231-4274. (Cal-SCAN)

loans. Credit unimportant. V.L.P.
Trust Deed Company www.vip-
loan.com Call 1-818-248-0000.

Broker-principal DRE 01041073.
No consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

Senior Living

Looking for assisted living,
memory care, or independent
living? A Place for Mom sim-
plifies the process of finding
senior living at no cost to your
family. Call 1-844-741-0130
today. (Cal-SCAN)

LONG DISTANCE MOVING:
Call today for a FREE QUOTE
from America’s Most Trusted
Interstate Movers. Let us take
the stress out of moving! Speak
to a Relocation Specialist, call
844-857-1737 (Cal-SCAN)

$15 per 1/2" classified ad

height. Email to: classified@
lamorindaweekly.com
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Lamorinda boys’ soccer leading in competitive Diablo League

-

50 - Alejandro Canales. 17 - Mason Fish

By Jon Kingdon

Unlike the basketball teams
that are at their busiest over
the Christmas holiday and
New Year’s, playing in the
various tournaments during
that period, the soccer teams
make it a point to avoid play-
ing games at that time. “Our
philosophy is to not put any
additional pressure on our
players,” Acalanes head coach
Paul Curtis said. “When you
schedule games during the
school breaks, it’s a time
many of the families want to
do things such as visiting rel-
atives and traveling. Restrict-
ing the kids during this period
is totally unfair to them, so we
don’t do that.”

Acalanes

With a 7-2-1 record, the
winter break did the Dons no
harm. With 20 juniors and
seniors on the roster, there
are too many leaders to men-
tion. The co-captains on the
team are midfielders Rhett
Skvarna, Matt Walner, and
defender Jacob Hill.

“Rhett has not played yet
due to off-season knee
surgery,” Curtis said. “Regard-
less, he’s been a strong leader
and will be a four-year letter-
man. Matt, also a four-year
varsity player is the hardest
worker on the team. He has
found his voice and has ma-
tured into what we thought he
would be when he came in as
a freshman. Jacob is the voice
of the team and has a lot of
character. He has a wonder-
ful personality, is extremely
resilient and is a natural born
leader.”

Junior Dylan Olson and
sophomore Jake Boselli are
splitting time in the goal and
together are giving up less
than one goal a game with a
combined six shutouts. “Both
of them are winners and ex-
tremely athletic,” Curtis said.
“They know what winning
looks and feels like and are
very good communicators.”

The list of defenders goes
seven deep led by Daniel Adri

www.lamorindaweekly.com

and Mason Fish. “They are
our primary center backs with
great depth behind them,”
Curtis said.

There are two freshmen
that have contributed imme-
diately, defender Eitan Romick
and striker Jonathan Roth
(younger brother of mid-
fielder Eli Roth). “Both of
them are playing well,” Curtis
said. “Eitan is a good defender
that has seen a lot of playing
time and is coming along
nicely. Jonathan is dangerous
playing on the outside mid-
field. Both he and Eli are
great attackers.”

There is still room for im-
provement, according to Cur-
tis: “The team is developing as
to who they are. We’re split
between the seniors and the
rest of the team which in my
mind is an ideal situation be-
cause we have the older kids
teaching the underclassmen
about the program and why
we do things the way that we
do and that just helps to
maintain the integrity of the
program.”

Miramonte

Defense has been the
name of the game for the 4-0-1
Matadors. Though they have
only scored seven goals, they
have only given up one goal,
0.2 goals/game. The domina-
tion on defense begins with
goalie Grant Scanlan.

“Grant has been amazing
in goal for us as he was last
year,” head coach Masood Ah-
madi said. “He’s a great shot
stopper with great size and
confidence. He also has good
feet which allows us to use
him as another field player in
the games.”

The back line is very tal-
ented led by seniors captain
Henry Hill, center back Miles
Ownes and the brother duo of
Graham Ballantyne (Jr) and
Brant Ballantyne (soph).
“Henry has been a great
leader on and off the field.

His confidence on the ball
along with Miles allows us to
maintain possession through
the matches and play our style
of soccer. Graham and Brant
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both can play fullback and are
great defenders but can also
get up the field and be an at-
tacking threat, to either score
or give assists as wingers.
Brant has also taken on a
leadership role as one of the
younger players on the team
with both his play and being
vocal at trainings and games.
Sophomores new to the team,
Aiden Rascher and James
MacKenzie, have both done a
good job at fullback/outside
defenders as well.”

The goals and assists
among the players have been
spread throughout the team.
The midfielders are a solid
group with Jonas Dao (Sr),
Nick Govea (Jr) and Riley
Coover. “Jonas is calm, cool
and collected but will surprise
with his flair and speed,” Ah-
madi said. “Nick transitioned
from center back/fullback to
midfielder and winger. His
technical ability has allowed
us to use him more on offense
this year. Riley is our holding
midfielder. He is intelligent
with the ball and knows how
to win tackles in the midfield.
He is as important to our de-
fense as he is in keeping the
ball for our offense.”

There have been some
pleasant surprises for Ahmadi
with senior center forward
Ethan Haines, after playing
three years for the JV team
and Noah Rabinovitz and Eli
Leal-Schuma. “Ethan has
been solid filling in at center
forward and I'm looking for-
ward to seeing Noah and Eli
get solid minutes and experi-
ence at this level and thrive.”

Optimism abounds for
Ahmadi at the potential for
the team: “The possibilities
are endless for this group. If
they continue to trust in one
another and believe in how
we want to play, we’ll have a
great year. We just need to
stay patient with the process
and not get ahead of our-
selves, by focusing on one
game at a time, which will be
a key factor. Staying healthy
will help as well.”
Campolindo
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It’s a homecoming for
Campolindo’s first year head
coach Stefan Clemens. Having
graduated from Campolindo
in 2004, Clemens was a four-
year letterman for the soccer
team, going on to play at UC
Santa Cruz. He brings a great
deal of experience having
coached at the Lamorinda
Soccer Club, Cal State East Bay,
Los Positas J.C., and the Uni-
versity of California.

Clemens bases his philos-
ophy on TOVO (total football
in Dutch) which seeks to de-
fine the characteristics of
ideal football and a set of pre-
scriptive techniques for player
development.

For Clemens, “It’s all
about soccer IQ and under-
standing your spacing with
your teammates and oppo-
nents off the ball so that when
you get the ball, your decision
making is at a very high
level.”

Despite coming in late as
the team’s coach this year,
Clemens has come to appreci-
ate the quality of his team. “I
have a really good group of
players. They are passionate
and they don’t give up, being
able to problem solve in mid-
game. They have been positive
and responsive and have en-
joyed the training and inten-
sity that I have brought to the
training and games. Ihad an
individual meeting with every
player, and I've received a lot
of positive feedback.”

The offense is led by se-
nior captain, center mid Will
Ruskin, junior captain, center
mid Luke Olsen and senior
midfielder Nauder Maghsood-
nia. “They all bring a lot to
the team in skill and talent.
Will is a major standout as
our leading scorer and assist
man,” Clemens said. “He is
very technical and an ex-
tremely smart player. Luke is
very technical and smart and
is a good distributor and
Nauder is also very smart,
making good decisions. He is
dangerous with the ball and
does great in maintaining
contact.”
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The goalie position is split
between freshman Luc Narido
and junior Ryan Sintchak.
Narido generally starts the
game and Sintchak takes over
in the second half. “Lucis
very technical, good with his
feet, passing and is a good
shot blocker,” Clemens said.
“He’s tall and strong and age
doesn’t matter to me as long
as someone show competency.
Ryan is very good at closing
games for us with his leader-
ship and vocal skills.”

The defensive backs are
led by a senior Aiden Paul and
a freshman Sean Mungunsha-
gai. “I coached Aiden in club,”
Clemens said. “He is big,
strong, good in the air and as
a one-on-one defender. Sean
has not missed a minute. He
is our anchor in IQ and pa-
tience, calming the team
down. He has good height
and is so good with his feet
and decision-making. He is a
distributor that gives us more
space in his passing.”

The other defensive backs
are right back Douglas Ellery
and Mason Fara. “Doug is
strong with a good long ball to
initiate attacks. He is a gritty
player that will block shots
with his chest and his face. He
is a full game player that
never gives up. Mason is a
lightning bolt that is the
fastest player in the league.
We would be lost without him
because he is a good cover de-
fender and is able to clean up
mistakes.”

The one area that
Clemens is looking for the
team to improve is in finish-
ing. “Our first two-thirds of
the field are very good in pos-
sessions and positional play,”
Clemens said. “We need to
improve on crossing and fin-
ishing, sending in a dangerous
Cross, putting pressure on the
goalkeeper and giving us the
opportunity to deflect it into
the goal. We’re looking to
score two or more goals in a
game and getting higher up
the field, occupying more
dangerous spaces.”

Lamorinda girls’ soccer — positives on the pitch

... continued from Page C1

“We are really deep on this
line with Sammy Hess (Sr),
Taylor Carlin (Jr), Avery Ives
(Soph) and Demi Woods (Fr).”

With the early season
success, Barbarino does not
want the team to get over-
confident: “We never want to
get complacent. The girls
know what I expect of them,
and they also hold each other
accountable. We’re working
on positivity and under-
standing that not everything
will be positive and how do
we turn negative situations
into positives. It’s just about
creating an environment
where they have fun.”
Campolindo

After eight games, Cam-
polindo remains undefeated
with a record of 5-0-3. The
frustration at having only an
abbreviated season last
spring, has only served to
motivate the team. “After
last season without playoffs,
we came into this year ready
to jump into competition,”
head coach Luis Pinto said.
“We were eager and pre-
pared with a lot of good play-
ers. We have 12 returners, so
it’s been looking really good.”

With 16 seniors and ju-
niors on the team, there is no
lack of experience. Heading
the offense are senior twin
sisters, Mia and Ella Colom-
bini, both of whom will be
playing for UC Irvine next
year. “They were key players
last year and are co-captains
this year and are our leading
scorers,” Pinto said. “They do
a great job supporting each
other with both lining up as
attacking midfielders. Mylie
Jaquet, a freshman, is also a
player that has made a bhig
impact on the team. She was
shy but feisty and has made a
big difference blending in
very quickly with the team.
Senior co-captain center
back, Sami Kolin (who will be
playing for Cal State North-
ridge next year) has been a
great passer so that when she
wins the ball, she has the
freedom to drive up and set
up her teammates.”

The defense has only
given up 14 goals and is led
by senior goalie Marissa
Karver and her backup ju-
nior Anna Mooradian.
“Marissa has been on the
team since her freshman
year, and this is her first year
as a starter. She is very

humble and a hard worker,”
Pinto said. “She is a great
communicator with the back
line. She is very competitive
and can be hard on herself.
Ana has been getting some
playing time which will help
her next season.” Besides
Kolin, seniors Ainsley Mur-
phy and Marion Berzansky
have been solid on defense as
well.

Pinto’s key to be success-
ful the rest of the season?
“We need to stay humble,
keep working hard, respect-
ing our opponents and al-
ways pointing towards the
next game.”

Miramonte

The Matadors are also a
very mature team with 16 ju-
niors and seniors out of the
23 players on the roster.
With 12 of the players having
at least one goal or one assist,
it’s a number that McQuaid
appreciates: “I want as many
different players scoring or
assisting.”

Co-captains Julia Hunt
and Avery Welch lead the of-
fense. Two freshmen, Olivia
Penney and Katrina White,
are lining up as both strikers
and wings and have con-
tributed immediately. “They

have good speed, ball control
and the talent to play,” Mc-
Quaid said. “Olivia has some
wonderful assists playing out
on the wing with some great
crosses. Katrina plays more
of a striker role, playing with
her back to the goal and it’s
great to see her being able to
play that way.”

Co-captain and goalie
Rowan Blacklock has been a
leader on defense. “Rowan is
a solid player in the net,” Mc-
Quaid said. “She guides the
defense well and has a lot of
experience and skills. She
sees the plays very nicely and
positions herself well and she
is not afraid to get physical.
She has a commanding pres-
ence and we’re confident
when we have her in the
goal.”

There is a lot of talent
lining up in front of Black-
lock led by juniors Tahra Mi-
nowada, Addie Cresson and
Ellie Foster. “Tahra anchors
the defense in the middle,”
McQuaid said. “Cresson will
play the left and right side
and is one of our strongest
defenders in transition from
defense to offense. She has
great speed and can dribble
without looking at the ball, so

she is really able to see the
field, complimenting Tahra
nicely. Ellie has also been
doing a great job.” There is
also great depth on defense
led by Shauna Lindheim,
Izzie Mobley, Sophia Swen-
son, and Caitlyn Jenkins.

Co-captain Avery Welch,
junior Jada Deitrick and
sophomores Zoey Rossiter
and Asthon Laczkowski lead
the midfielders. “The four of
them are able to run like
crazy,” McQuaid said. “They
are really strong players and
are aggressive on offense and
defense.”

Though they have started
slowly (3-5-1), McQuaid is
taking a long-term perspec-
tive on the team: “The play-
ers are still learning to antic-
ipate what their teammates
are doing and that will come
with playing together. The
girls all get along and like
playing with each other.
Playing late in February as
opposed to early December is
just a huge difference. We
have a very skilled group of
girls and hope that our
record will show that as the
season develops.”
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SHOP MORAGA

#‘h A good neighbor

\ has your back.

Mark Hoogs, Agent
Insurance Lic#: OM08809
629 Moraga Road
Moraga, CA 94556

Bus: 925-254-3344

Life’s a combination of good
days and bad. | have your
back for both. And who has
my back? The company
more people have trusted for
90 years. CALL ME TODAY.

o StateFarm’

State Farm

1606040 Bloomington, IL

Member of Moraga

she i Chamber of Commerce
Opn

Moraga MAKE LIFE EASY
firstom SHOP LOCAL

MM CREAGAT IR T 008

Bayﬁzfea home
cempanions

in-home care services

Affordable, Competent, Warm & Compassionate Adult Care

¢ Personal Care e Light Housekeeping
¢ Meal Preparation ¢ Non-medical Outpatient Assistance

(925) 330-3999

www.bayareahomecompanions.com

o STLECT LwaTs
O Tl O T O ST

W AFLE BONEE,
ARG ACRER,

LOCHE FUMBITLON %8 MCHRACIA KD, §
COVERE & STRER (IS} A3
T BAFPLE e A

Best Latte in Town

910 Country Club Dr.
Moraga

The UPS Store Bs

New hours: Our location:
Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00 1480 Moraga Rd, Ste C
Sat 9-5, Sun closed  Moraga, CA 94556-2005

v/ Shipping v Postal Services

v/ Copying, Finishing  + Business Services
v/ Printing Services v Live Scan

v Notary Services Fingerprinting

www.theupsstorelocal.com/2291

MARK BELLINGHAM
PAINTING

HIRE A LOCAL NAME YOU
CAN TRUST

925-247-0092

MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Interior & Exterior Painting Deck & Fence Restoration
Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinet Painting Dry Rot Repair
Light Carpentry Drywall Repair

For a Quick Preliminary Estimate
Email Photos of Project to:
Office@MarkBellinghamPainting.com

See our Reviews on NextDoor, Houzz & YELP

Local Business Owner - Since 1985 - Licensed & Insured

MORAGA MOTORS

since 1981 in Moraga. Located on ,@""
Moraga Road, Rheem Valley Shopping Center =

Professional Automotive

Service and Repair

Foreign and Domestic

2016 Moraga Small

Bmine_g_g qf‘tbe Yéﬂr 530 Moraga Rd. b 925‘376‘0692

WWW.MMoragamotors.com

MORAGA RETREAT
CARE HOMES

residential assisted living for seniors

professional staff, resident-centered care

private rooms, home-made meals, medication management
unparalleled attention to detail

MORAGARETREAT.COM (925) 376-2273

RHEEM VALLEY AUTOMOTIVE

(Rheem center-across from Complete Auto Repair
the Post Office) State of California

.'I ‘ ,E; Brake, Lamp &

OFFICIAL
\1 i AgJUSTolNG
TATION
(\- '.r *STAR Cortfed (—rrconr
LAMP

Smog Station | °;....
ADJUSTING
377-6020

STATION
WWW.RHEEMAUTO.COM

2 o | E

PROFESSIONAL EYECARE

o P T O M E T R Y F P
Dr. Wm. Schwertscharf, O.D. T O Z
» Comprehensive Vision Testing LPFPED
¢ Eye Disease Diagnosis FECF D

« Specialty Contact Lens Care
e Finest Quality Eyewear and Sunglasses

1030 Country Club Drive,
Moraga « (925)376-20

EFFOOF

Watch for Love Lafayette
Feb. 2
Call for Advertising
925.377.0977

SKIN CARE & HAIR SALON

: mwm =27 | OPEN -call today!

all safety protocols in place

925.376.7222

508 Center Street, Mora,
(in Rheem Valley Shopping Center,

Hall of Taxes
Peggy Hall, Enrolled Agent

Over 30 years experience
Stephen Hall, MBA, CTEC

Specializing in complex tax
sttuations for individuals and

Moraga small businesses.

(925) 388 1040

www.HallofTaxes.com - peggy@halloftaxes.com

Our advertisers make this paper possible to print and
deliver free to your home. Please thank them and let
them know you saw their ad.

Your publishers,
Andy and Wendy Scheck

Local newspaper delivered to Lafayette Moraga and Orinda

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

Houseplant housemates

Photo Cynthia Brian
Maintain consistent moisture with anthuriums and prayer plants

By Cynthia Brian

“Having plants in your house is a natural way to continuously clear
yourself!” ~ Doreen Virtue

Forty-five! That’s the number of houseplants that filled my tiny
dorm room on the seventh floor of Hedrick Hall during my freshman
year at UCLA. Every shelf, box, windowsill, wall hook, desk, and floor
space were filled with a container sprouting something green. I had
gone from being surrounded by nature on the farm to living in a high
rise in the concrete jungle. My body, mind, and spirit craved a gar-
den. I created an indoor oasis of easy-care houseplants that helped
me breathe better in those days when Los Angeles was clogged with
smog.

Eighteen! That’s the number of potted plants that currently grace
my indoor space. The number doubles if you count containers on my

porch and balcony. Most of my family of plants have been with me
for decades. I have a fiddleleaf fig that began as a small specimen in a
one-gallon pot that now towers to 15 feet in my hall. A precious peace
lily that was gifted to me when “Chicken Soup for the Gardener’s
Soul” hit the New York Times bestseller list currently inhabits a nine-
square-foot corner of my family room. An original four-inch size var-
iegated bromeliad birthed pups and is a focal flora in my living room.
My lucky bamboo growing in water peppered with pebbles soars
three feet or more.

With winter keeping us from digging outside, indoor plants offer
a way to garden in inclement weather while adding beauty to your
interior décor. Even better than the attractiveness that plants bring to
our designs, they are air-filtering workhorses as well. Air quality has
become a big buzzword during the COVID pandemic. Through the
process of photosynthesis, plants convert the carbon dioxide we ex-
hale and also remove gases from the air through a process called ab-
sorption. Back in 1989, a NASA report concluded that household
plants could provide a “promising economical solution to indoor air
pollution.” A 2020 study published in the Journal of Environmental
Management indicated that it would take a green wall to improve the
health index of an interior environment. No matter which is truer,
one thing is certain, being in nature as well as being surrounded by
houseplants lowers our blood pressure, reduces stress, and improves
mental health.

Numerous specimens make excellent houseplants. A few of my
favorites include orchids, bromeliads, aloe, peace lily, snake plant,
spider plant, pothos, dracaena, croton, fiddleleaf fig, dieffenbachia,
anthurium, parlor palm, arrowhead plant, and lucky bamboo. All of
these are very easy to maintain, offer gorgeous greenery, and can live
for years with minimal proper care.

To grow healthy, happy plants that will provide endless enjoy-
ment and attractiveness, these elements are necessary.

1. Provide the correct amount of light. Before you purchase any
houseplant, look around your home for your light conditions. Some
plants need bright light in a south window, others prefer the low light
of a north-facing window. Some like it hot, some like it cool. Do your
homework.
2. Water cautiously. Many houseplants drown from over-watering.
The lucky bamboo is one rare specimen that thrives in water. Make
sure that you have adequate drainage in all containers.

... continued on Page D10
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

City Last reported Lowest amount Highest amount
LAFAYETTE 16 $900,000 $4,795,000
MORAGA 10 $620,000 $2,550,000
ORINDA 14 $488,000 $4,400,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

3557 Boyer Circle, $1,365,000, 4 Bdrms, 2488 SqFt, 1932 YrBlt, 11-29-21

55 Cricket Hill Road, $3,000,000, 3 Bdrms, 2644 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 12-03-21

124 Del Centro Court, $1,750,000, 4 Bdrms, 1874 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 12-01-21

1042 El Curtola Boulevard, $1,550,000, 3 Bdrms, 2285 SqFt, 1946 YrBlt, 12-01-21

3214 Gold Court, $2,500,000, 5 Bdrms, 3329 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 12-03-21,
Previous Sale: $465,000, 03-01-88

1026 Hoedel Court, $4,100,000, 5 Bdrms, 3913 SqFt, 2017 YrBlt, 11-30-21,
Previous Sale: $900,000, 07-27-17

1102 Orchard Road, $2,280,000, 4 Bdrms, 2852 SqFt, 1978 YrBIt, 12-09-21,
Previous Sale: $1,010,000, 05-14-04

LAFAYETTE - Off Market 1129 Palomares Court, $1,420,000, 4 Bdrms, 1647 SqFt, 1946 YrBlt, 11-30-21,
New Construction in Happy Valley - PENDING Previous Sale: $634,000, 07-11-03
4BD | 4.5BA | Office | Guest House | .90AC | 3CAR 3977 South Peardale Drive, $3,750,000, 4 Bdrms, 3580 SqFt,

2012 YrBlt, 12-03-21, Previous Sale: $2,617,000, 08-05-19
1570 Rancho Del Hambre, $3,190,000, 4 Bdrms, 4865 SqFt,

We are excited to report that this year is looking like it 1990 YrBIt, 11-29-21, Previous Sale: $1,075,000, 07-01-92

will be another strong one for the Lamorinda real 833 Topper Lane, $3,215,000, 4 Bdrms, 2648 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 12-01-21
estate market. MORAGA
126 Ascot Court #C, $434,000, 1 Bdrms, 858 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 12-07-21,
Our new construction listing has just gone pending. o0c lf’,r‘izlgu? Sal;{ 32206880;30136;8-151786 SuFt 1972 YrBLe 120621
. . reenfie rive, $1, s s rms, qFt, rBlt, 12-06-21,
kI:/Ialn house approxllmately 5500.52. ft., separalte ggest. Previous Sale: $900,000, 03-03-15
ouse approximately 763 sq.ft. with a spectacular view; 1 Hastings Court, $2,900,000, 4 Bdrms, 3620 SqFt, 1988 YrBlt, 11-29-21,
just under an acre, mostly flat. Previous Sale: $1,750,000, 01-31-13
50 Merrill Circle, $2,550,000, 4 Bdrms, 4219 SqFt, 1992 YrBlt, 11-29-21,
We look forward to helping you with your real estate Previous Sale: $2,200,000, 09-18-15

40 Merrill Circle, $2,025,000, 3 Bdrms, 2946 SqFt, 1988 YrBlt, 12-03-21,
Previous Sale: $1,250,000, 08-06-16

1133 Rimer Drive, $1,700,000, 3 Bdrms, 2220 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 11-29-21,
Previous Sale: $349,000, 08-01-88

1032 Sanders Drive, $912,500, 3 Bdrms, 1454 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 11-30-21,
Previous Sale: $640,000, 04-16-02

65 Sullivan Drive, $1,819,000, 4 Bdrms, 2308 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 12-03-21

63 Vista Encinos, $2,345,000, 4 Bdrms, 3233 SqFt, 2020 YrBlt, 12-06-21

ORINDA

8 Avis Court, $2,101,500, 4 Bdrms, 2399 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 11-29-21

73 Brookwood Road #13, $700,000, 2 Bdrms, 1020 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 12-06-21,
Previous Sale: $330,000, 08-12-03

125 Canon Drive, $1,350,000, 4 Bdrms, 2680 SqFt, 1933 YrBIt, 11-30-21

needs this year. Please call or email us for a
confidential interview.

Glenn Beaubelle
Kellie Beaubelle

925.254.1212

TheBeaubelleGroup.com

Glenn@TheBeaubelleGroup.com
CABRE# 00678426, 01165322




@ WHO YOU LIST WITH MATTERS.

IN 2021, OUR LISTINGS SOLD FOR AN AVERAGE OF 25% HIGHER
PRICE PER SQUARE FOOT THAN THE LAMORINDA MARKET AVERAGE.
CALL NOW TO LIST WITH STELLA & STEPHANIE IN 2022!

20 Monticello Court, Lafayette 64 Camino Encinas, Orinda
Sold for $5,295,000 | Sold for $1,122 per square foot Sold for $3,400,000 | Sold for $1,387 per square foot
Ea ’ = MR - = i s ATE . T T & - T " a1 . K e?
. TR A TR S

VR - | TELHEAEEL] g
18 Bates Court, Orinda 3256 Sweet Drive, Lafayette
Sold for $3,200,000 | Sold for $1,215 per square foot Sold for $1,715,000 | Sold for $1,207 per square foot

STELLA TSAKONAS - DRE #01363574
TOP 1% OF REALTORS IN CONTRA COSTA COUMNTY

925.878.6603
STELLA@STELLAANDSTEPHANIE.COM LA B B B

FIVE STAR AWARD-WINNING REALTORS
STEPHANIE MULL - DRE #01955633 WSJ TOP REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS IN AMERICA
925.878.1896 =
STEPHANIE@STELLAANDSTEPHANIE.COM = Best of Zillow
STELLAANDSTEPHANIE.COM COMPASS

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not
been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to the accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. *Based on information from the Contra Costa Association of REAL-
TORS (alternatively, from the Paragon MLS) as of 11/1/21 (date the AOR/MLS data was obtained). All data has not been, and will not be, verified by broker or MLS. All information should be independently reviewed and verified for accuracy.
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The Real Estate Year in Review

Days on Market
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By Conrad Bassett, Licensed Real
Estate Broker and CRP, GMS-T

Last year was another extremely strong year
for sellers of residential real estate in
Lamorinda. Sales volume was solid with a
minimal increase in supply matched by
continued strong demand and desirable
interest rates; the result was average prices
went up in Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda.
The ongoing pandemic did not slow the
market at all.

Homes stayed on the market for a similar
limited time like in 2019 and 2020 and the
majority of homes sold at or above their
asking price.

Per Contra Costa Association of Realtors
statistics reported for closings Jan. 1 through
Dec. 31, 2021, 417 single family homes closed
in Lafayette versus 344 in 2020 and 288 in
2019. For the 417 reported closings, sales
prices ranged from $840,000 to $11.5 million

and the average time on market was 16 days,
a decrease from the 19 days in 2020.

The average sales price was $2,124,266 —
a significant increase from $1,916,042 in
2020 - and from the $1,789,012 in 2019, the
$1,736,519 in 2018 and the $1,625,636 in
2017. The average price has doubled in the
last decade.

The average sales price was 107.5% of
the final list price, which in 2021 was
$1,975,464. Again, it is only an average, but
the average sales price in dollars was just
about $150,000 above the average asking
price. In 2020 it was 101.7% of the final list
price. This comes from a combination of
properties being listed well below their
actual value and in some cases “bidding
wars” that pushed up prices. There were
two Lafayette foreclosures sold on the MLS.

Only seven homes closed below $1
million.

In Moraga there were 184 single family
closings in 2021, with 175 single family

closings in 2020 and 129 single family
closings in 2019. Prices ranged from $1.06
million to $3.9 million. The average sales
price was $1,926,353. In 2020 it was
$1,590,853, $1,486,327 in 2019 and $1,485,713
in 2018. It was $1,388,287 in 2017 and
$1,272,179 in 2016. As in Lafayette, the
average home price has doubled in the last
decade.

The average number of days on market
in 2021 was 14. In 2020 it was 20. The
average home sold for 109% of its asking
price. The average list price was $1,777,012
so the average home sold for about $150,000
above asking. A year ago, it sold for 102% of
its last list price. There was one REO
property that closed on the MLS and no short
sales.

In Orinda the number of single-family
closings was 373 versus 302 a year ago — an
increase from the 261 in 2019. The reported
sales ranged in price from $925,000 to $8
million with an average price of $2,187,385.
In 2020 it was $1,889,942. In 2019 it was
$1,629,030 and in 2018 it was $1,729,306. In
2017 it was $1,614,279 and 2016 it was
$1,577,727. Again, the average sales price has
more than doubled in the last 10 years. The
average market time was 17 days — down
from 24 days a year ago.

The average sales price was an average
of 108% of the final list price. A year ago it
was 101.7% of the final list price for the
reported sales. There were no REO (bank
owned) sales in Orinda in 2021.

There were three reported sales in
Canyon in the MLS in 2021 and the average
sales price was $1,082,667.

On an average price per square foot basis
for reported sales in 2021, Lafayette homes
sold for $823.60, well above the $703.44 in
2020 and up from 2019 when it was $671.90.

In 2021, Moraga homes sold for $775.04
per square foot versus $644.18 in 2020. In
2019, Moraga homes sold for $610.00 per
square foot.

In Orinda last year homes sold for
$797.26 per square foot, versus $672.53 in
2020 and $624.28 per square foot for the
average home in 2019.

... continued on Page D14



BRYDON & IVES

REAL ESTATE TEAM

1258 UPPER HAPPY VALLEY

A Happy Va'lley LAFAYETTE, CALIFORNIA

5 BED | 4.5 BATH

Classic! $4.995,000

Happy Valley Timeless Classic

Stunning custom traditional estate
situated on a private park-like setting.
This extraordinary .72 flat *ac property
offers 4,881 *sq ft and enjoys gorgeous
high-end finishes topped off with a
sensational backyard with separate
casita, outdoor kitchen, pool, and bocce
court.

FOR MORE: 925.285.8336

1258UpperHappyValley.com
brydonivesteam.com

Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives
bi@brydonivesteam.com
@Brydonlves

DRE 01408025 | 01367466

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number

01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed
reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to M PA S S
accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already
listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.
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38 years of experience.

No individual agent has SOLD more homes!

==CLARKTHOMPSON=— ELUXU.R.Y
REAL ESTATE BROKER

VILLAGE ASSOCIATES \/i | | 3 g@

Mobile: 925-998-7898 | ct@clarkthompson.com
clarkthompson.com ASSOCIATES

**Partial List of Homes Sold** DRE# 00903367




THINKING OF
TESTING THE WATERS
WITH YOUR HOMI?

| have buyers lined up looking for

homes in Lamorinda and beyond.

Contact me if you’re

interested in listing your home.

925.980.3829 DRE# 01885058 /OﬁG
Shannon®@ ShannonConner.com Villageassociates.com
ShannonConnercom 925.254.0505

ASSOCIATES
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2021 Transactions Of Contra Costa County
Total Sales In 2021 Agents In 2021



Terri Bates Walker
Broker | DRE 01330081

510.282.4420
terri@terribateswalker.com
terribateswalker.com

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is
intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made
without notice. No statement is made as to the accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate.
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Enjoy More at Merrill Gardens Senior Living
Find more hours in the day. Happy hours, not fixing-the-house hours, of course.
Please call or visit our website for more information. Then prepare to seize the day.

Now included with every
residence: More happy hours

& Come enjoy a meal on us!

(925) 272-0074
1010 Second St, Lafayette, CA 94549

1]

Lic #079200597

M MERRILL GARDENS

SENIOR LIVING

&%, READY TO MAKE
./ F AMOVE?

* Time to get started with Chris & Tracy.

O o
0, 77%

The agent you choose to work with makes a big
difference when it comes to a successful sale.
Chris Swim
Tracy Keaton

Working with Chris & Tracy means you'll have
DRE. 00943989 | 01051349
9257661447

innovative tech, money saving programs, market
expertise, and a personal home advisor on your side. . o
chris@chrisswim.com
chrisswim.com

COMPASS

Maximize your home's value, minimize your stress.
Contact Chris & Tracy today for more information.
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What's that?

Whoa I've abwaoys liked
the idea of remcdaling
bt i seamed like go

rUCH work, Kinda cool
they hielp you figum #

ol

We’re not just a real estate brokerage.
We’re your contractor and designer, too.

We’re Enkasa. Just think of us as your agent, contractor, and designer—all in one.
Figure out what needs remodeling (and how much it will cost) before you buy. Plan
for updates to increase your home’s value before you sell. Our team is your team,
and we’re here to help you get the most out of every home.

Text or call 925.238.3358 ﬁ E N K A S A

EnkasaHomes.com Unlock the potential in every home.
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

Houseplant housemates

Leek growing in water. Photos Cynthia Brian

... continued from Page D1

Put gravel or small pebbles at the bottom of the pot. Poke a chopstick
or pencil into the soil. If it comes out soggy, do not water. If it is dry,
offer hydration to your plant friend. Plants may dry out more quickly
in winter when forced air heaters are operating. Most plants may re-
quire water once a week or less.

3. Fertilize according to directions. Stop feeding plants in the winter.
Start again in the spring. Leafy green plants will need nitrogen, plants
that flower want phosphorous.

4. Eradicate bugs. Placing a clove of garlic in the soil is a great way
to keep your friend bug-free. To kill bugs, place a clove of garlic in the
soil. Mealybugs, aphids, and scale can be removed with a spray solu-
tion of water, alcohol, and dish detergent. The solution can also be
rubbed on the leaves. Make sure to let the soil dry out if fungus gnats
appear.

5. Maintain humidity. Cacti enjoy dry conditions; however, most
plants prefer 50% humidity. In winter, our homes tend to be drier. If
containers can be lifted, add a saucer of pebbles filled with water to
increase the humidity, or spray with a fine mist. Another idea is to
take your plant into your bathroom or shower.

6. Trim spent blossoms and dead leaves. When flowers are finished

Orchids add beauty and elegance to any room
and will re-bloom.

Lucky Bamboo will grow in water or soil and
thrives in low to medium light.

blooming, or leaves die, remove them as soon as possible to allow for
new growth.

7. Other things. Always read the instructions on care before making
a purchase. Turn all houseplants a quarter turn at least once every
two weeks to maintain their shape as most will reach for the sunlight.
If you receive plants as gifts, make sure to remove wrapping to allow
for good drainage. Living Christmas trees need to be moved outdoors.
Depending on the size, you may be able to use the tree for next year’s
holidays. Or you may need to transplant your tree into a larger con-
tainer to keep on your patio. If you are going to plant it in the
ground, determine the placement carefully as these trees will grow
into very large evergreens with expansive roots.

One final interest of mine that is an educational and exciting ex-
periment for children is rooting vegetables in a glass of water on a
windowsill. Avocados, fennel, scallion, green onions, potatoes, sweet
potatoes, and leeks grow quickly. Refresh the water daily. I currently
am growing leeks and continue to use the green tops in my cooking.

With a little effort, your interiors will be healthier and more
stunning with the introduction of living greens. Bring nature indoors
with you while enjoying cleaner air living happily with your organic
artistic housemates.

Happy Gardening. Happy Growing.
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Sansevieria, the snake plant, rarely
needs water.

This fiddle-leaf fig, also known as ficus lyrata, has Pothos can be grown from a cutting, enjoys low
been growing for 35 years. light, and is the easiest plant to grow.

Spider plants are the easiest to grow in
any condition.

Photos Cynthia Brian

Th-is fifteen-year-old variegated bromeliad grew pups
and continues to bloom.
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Lamorinda home sales recorded
... continued from Page D2

ORINDA

8 Avis Court, $2,101,500, 4 Bdrms, 2399 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 11-29-21

73 Brookwood Road #13, $700,000, 2 Bdrms, 1020 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 12-06-21,
Previous Sale: $330,000, 08-12-03

125 Canon Drive, $1,350,000, 4 Bdrms, 2680 SqFt, 1933 YrBlt, 11-30-21

564 Dalewood Drive, $3,300,000, 5 Bdrms, 3986 SqFt, 1990 YrBlt, 12-01-21,
Previous Sale: $2,727,000, 06-15-20

21 Keith Drive, $2,201,000, 4 Bdrms, 4696 SqFt, 1991 YrBlt, 12-02-21,
Previous Sale: $1,225,000, 01-25-99

117 Meadow View Road, $1,300,000, 2 Bdrms, 1644 SqFt,
1952 YrBIt, 12-10-21, Previous Sale: $615,000, 06-30-04

11 Ranch Road, $3,035,000, 3 Bdrms, 3826 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 12-07-21

54 Saint Stephens Drive, $1,900,000, 4 Bdrms, 2674 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 11-30-21

17 Shadow Creek Lane, $2,628,000, 4 Bdrms, 3284 SqFt, 1982 YrBlt, 11-29-21,
Previous Sale: $1,600,000, 05-03-17

60 Via Floreado, $2,500,000, 3 Bdrms, 2254 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 12-03-21

Fresh Coat Restoration LLC

Restore | Refresh | Re-Design | Rebuild 5% off

“ 995-655-7528 L]

.-___ -
Pl 5

of this ad
New Builds
Staining
Restoration m

... and so much more! {\Tﬁf}

Check us out on Yelp and Google!

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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The Real Estate Year in Review

... continued from Page D4

In the condominium/town home category, Lafayette had 36
closings, up from 31 closings in 2020. Sales prices ranged in 2021
from $628,000 to $1,835,000. Moraga had 118 closed units, up from
71 in 2020. Sales ranged from $350,000 to $1.5 million. This includes
“attached” homes in Moraga Country Club. Orinda had 13 closings,
up from five in 2020. Eight of these were in the complexes on
Brookwood Road and the others in Orindawoods. They sold from
$420,000 to $1.495 million.

It should always be noted that there are also a few direct sales
that do not go through the MLS and they are not reported here.
These are usually sales between private individuals.

As of Jan. 8, there were only 25 dwellings under contract per the
MLS in the three communities combined, with asking prices of
$1.049 million to $12.8 million. It should be pointed out that there
are no REOs and no short sales. Prices have continued to rise over
the last few years and more owners now have equity in their homes
and have not had to go the short-sale process or face foreclosure.

A comparison of year-end inventory in the three communities
combined shows 18 homes on the market. Last January there were
49 homes on the market. Seasonally the biggest inventory is in the
spring and early summer, however this current number may point to
another year with a combination of qualified buyers vying for a
continued limited supply. The current asking prices range from $1
million to $6.5 million in the three communities combined.

In Lamorinda in 2020, 55 homes sold for over $3 million! In
Lafayette alone 56 sold for $3 million or more in 2021.

Mortgage rates have remained historically low. Corporate
relocations have slowed down due to their employees being able to
continue to work remotely. Many of these relocations will likely
come to pass once offices more fully reopen. We have not seen
many outbound relocations for people working for companies who
have announced that their corporate headquarters will be moving
out of the state.

The minimal amount of single-family new construction has
helped keep supply and demand within a better balance than a lot of
other neighboring communities.

The East Bay communities like Lafayette, Moraga, and Orinda as
well as Piedmont and several neighborhoods in Oakland and
Berkeley continue to benefit from their proximity to San Francisco
where prices remain very high. Comparably speaking, the East Bay
is still relatively more affordable.

The trend that began in 2011 continues today where in many
situations in the three communities, the seller receives multiple
offers and homes sell for above the list price. This, when coupled
with a relatively low supply and a willingness by sellers to be
realistic in their pricing should continue to fuel a strong market in
2022.
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Cynthia Brian with her garden books.

Cynthia Brian, The Goddess Gardener, is available for hire
to help you prepare for your spring garden. Raised in the
vineyards of Napa County, Cynthia is a New York Times
best-selling author, actor, radio personality, speaker, media
and writing coach as well as the Founder and Executive
Director of Be the Star You Are!® 501 c3. Tune into
Cynthia’s StarStyle® Radio Broadcast at
www.StarStyleRadio.com.

Buy copies of her books, including, Chicken Soup for the
Gardener’s Soul, Growing with the Goddess Gardener, and
Be the Star You Are! www.cynthiabrian.com/online-store.
Receive a FREE inspirational music DVD and special
savings.

Hire Cynthia for writing projects, garden consults, and
inspirational lectures.

Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com

925-377-0977
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Enlarge your living area with an outdoor kitchen or entertainment space complete with a built in
barbecue and the warm glow of a stone or masonry fireplace.
Garden Lights Landscape Development, Inc. is a full service landscape & pool design build firm.
We design & install with just one call 925-254-4797 * www.gardenlightslandscape.com

Celebrating over 20 years of service in Lamorinda. Bonded — Licensed & Insured License# 702845 (27 & (53

———{(  family owned since 1933 }——

Winter Rose Care Workshop
gutdoor Saturday, January 22, 10 AM
B pottery sale To reserve a seat please call: (925) 254-3713
959, off, or info@medonnellnursery.com =
jstmas items

Flowers * Trees * Succulents ¢ Pottery & Fountains
Benches * Garden Decor * House Plants * Gifts
Jewelry ¢ Garden Consultation

www.mcdonnellnursery.com

196 Moraga Way -« (925) 254-3713 . Open Wednesday - Sunday
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1s simple.
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Village. Of course.




