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Offered at $11,950,000

Luxury | 4090 Happy Valley Road, Lafayette

6390+ Sq. Ft. Main + Guest House
1850+ Sq. Ft. 5-Car Garage | 2.64+ Acre Parcel

LuxuryHappyValleyEstate.com

Lafayette’s #1Real Estate Team

Since 2008

DanaGreenTeam.com

925.339.1918 | DRE 01482454

COMPASS

Lafayette City Council approves 2021-22 final budget and
workplan, adding four new staff positions to city

By Lou Fancher

Continuing a discussion begun
in December 2021, City Man-
ager Niroop Srivatsa and Ad-
ministrative Services Director
Tracy Robinson at the Jan. 24
city council meeting provided
the city council with the final
budget and workplan for FY
2021-22. The update included
changes adopted by the council
following approval of the pro-
posed budget in June 2021,
recommendations from de-
partment directors, and items
reflecting the impact of the on-
going pandemic.

Robinson said the General
Fund balance as of June 30,
2021, stood at $14,588,795; a
figure equal to 96% of annual

general fund expenditures that
exceeds the council’s 60% tar-
get by $5.4 million. The esti-
mated balance for the same
month in 2022 is projected to
be $12 million, representing a
68% reserve expenditure that
is $1.5 million above the tar-
geted goal.

Although expenditures are
roughly $2.1 million more than
projected, the overages are re-
lated to timing, such as distrib-
utions from the ARPA funds
and contributions to the Park
Theatre purchase. Robinson
said savings were realized in
police services, projects carried
over to the next fiscal year, and
unspent funds related to pro-
ject reserves. Revenue was re-
alized in sales taxes, property

tax transfers, grants, and city
fees for services.

With COVID and the vari-
ants continuing, Robinson em-
phasized that knowing and an-
ticipating revenue trends is es-
pecially important for all cities.
She said FY 2019 was the last
“normal year,” 2020 a half-
pandemic year, and 2021 a full
pandemic year. “We’re all hop-
ing that fiscal year 2022 is not
another full pandemic year,”
she said.

Detailing the revenue sec-
tors, Robinson’s presentation
showed “Swiss cheese” style
recovery patterns: sales tax
revenue was recovering, but
not back to levels prior to the
pandemic; property and vehi-
cle and franchise revenue re-

mained virtually unaffected.
Property tax revenue Robinson
suggested picked up in 2021
with pent-up demand as homes
started selling, but transient
occupancy took “a huge hit of
about 23%. Projections are dif-
ficult, with some signs showing
possible faster recovery than
expected as people come to-
gether for larger events or
travel.

Robinson said investment
and rental revenue figures re-
ported in the update are reliant
on two factors: interest rates
declining and the fact that the
category includes interest
booked on “phantom” redevel-
opment loans that have been
written off. Overall, she noted
the 4% economic growth dur-

ing the three year period from
2019 to January 2022 was low
compared to the (pre-
pandemic) 3 to 5% increases
typically recorded year over
year.

Special revenue realized in
the last year included $3.2 mil-
lion from the first tranche of
ARPA funds that were put into
a sinking fund out of which
they will be drawn as needed,
and $2.25 million from the Pa-
los Colorados Settlement.
(Those funds were distributed
into a sinking fund of $1.75
million for engineering staff to
implement Vision Zero, and
$500,000 into a separate sink-
ing fund for money to seed Vi-
sion Zero capital projects.)

... continued on Page A8

World class art to be featured at new Brant development

By M.D. Jones

The Lafayette City Council at its
Jan. 10 meeting voted unani-
mously to approve the installa-
tion of two works of art at the
new Brant development by
Lennar at the corner of Mt. Dia-
blo Boulevard and Dolores
Drive. The decision was the cul-
mination of three years of pro-
posals and modifications from
developer Lennar in coordina-

tion with the city of Lafayette’s
Public Art Committee and the
Lafayette City Council, according
to a report by Public Art Com-
mittee Staff Liaison Jenny Rosen.
The new artwork will be
comprised of works by two sep-
arate artists. The first artist se-
lected by the city council, ce-
ramic artist Aileen Barr, will in-
stall handmade tile mosaic pan-
els for planter boxes along the
mews walkway leading from Mt.

mag.e provided

Diablo Boulevard to the public
trail above the development, as
well as a staircase design along
that path. According to the staff
report presented by Rosen,
Barr’s work will feature “colors
and curved lines and stylized
plant life that coordinate with
the building and with the hills
behind the development and
culminate in a stairway featur-
ing a flight of birds to the cloud
and sky.” Barr’s prior notable

work includes a similar stairway
mosaic on the steps at Lincoln
Park in San Francisco.

The second art feature will
be designed by the art partner-
ship Wowhaus, who was asked
that the piece reflect the natural
environment of Lafayette. It will
feature a laser-etched, stainless
steel, free-standing vertical
totemic sculpture of Brant geese
in flight as a nod to the name of
the development, “The Brant.”
Lighting from the sun during the
day and from an LED lighting
component at night will illumi-
nate a dot-matrix pattern, the
staff report noted. This pattern
will create an image of migra-
tory birds and thereby also com-
plement the design of the mosaic
stairway of the first art
installation.

The cost for both art instal-
lations is $302,960 and was
made possible by Section 6-2603
of the Lafayette Municipal Code
which requires not less than 1%
of the final construction or al-
teration cost to go toward instal-

lation of public art. Further
consideration for approval by
the city council included a mini-
mal cost of maintenance of these
art projects. According to a pro-
posal submitted by Leah Den-
man, project manager for
Lennar, this will be accom-
plished with the durable nature
of the high-fired tile artwork and
the steel composition of the
sculptural work, as well as its
lightbox only needing replacing
about every 10 years. The cost
of the maintenance of these ex-
hibits will be recorded with the
county as part of the CC&R’s for
the condo’s Homeowner’s Asso-
ciation.

In reference to the new art
installations Vice Mayor Carl
Anduri stated,“This is exactly
how the public art committee
and the art requirement for
buildings is supposed to work.
These are truly exciting works
that we are going to have in the
city.”

The artwork is scheduled to
be completed by the end of 2022.
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MCC Forest Hills Model

Offered at $1,495,000

Just Listed
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624 Augusta Dr., Moraga

$1,795,000

4 Bed | 2.5 Bath | 2,828 sq. ft.

In the Pipeline

Campolindo Remodel

Price to be determined

844 Camino Ricardo Dr., Moraga

4 Bed | 2 Bath | 2,110 sq. ft.
$6,200/per month

108 Brookline Street, Moraga

In the Pipeline

Camino Woods Estate

Price to be determined

Active

3 Bed | 2 Bath 11,819 sq. ft.
$1,250,000

In the Pipeline

e
The Best of Wilder
4 Bed | 2.5 Bath |1 2,680 sq. ft. 4 Bed | 3 Full Bath | 2,400 sq.ft. 5Bed | 4 Full Bath | 3,400 sq. ft. 5 Bed | 5.5 Bath | 4,600 sq. ft.

Price to be determined
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Ashley Battersby

Broker/Partner
(925) 323-9955

“Ashley continuously went
above and beyond in her
representation of us. She
made the entire process

Ashley’s dedication and
excellence for each step
allowed us to feel confi-
dent that we would have
the best outcome in both

every furn, and her energy
is incredible. We appreci-
ate all that she did to
make what can be a
stressful time, very straight-
forward and organized.”
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