LAMORINDA WEEKLY | Sneaky ways to create more storage space in your home

7. N

Independent, locally owned and operated!

www.lamorindaweekly.com  925-377-0977

Published February 2nd, 2022

Sneaky ways to create more storage space in your

home

Professional Organizer, Jennifer Raftis, CPOr
founded Efficiency Matters, LLC to help you with
all of your organizing needs for your home and
business. She is a Certified Professional
Organizer and an active board member with
NAPO, National Association of Productivity and
Organizing Professionals. She is also an
independent representative for The Container
Store and has expertise in designing closets,
garages, pantries, playrooms and more. In
addition, she is a Corporate Organizing and
Productivity Consultant and has worked with
Fortune 500 companies across the U.S. Another
large part of her business is move management
especially working with seniors who are
downsizing. She and her husband have lived in
Moraga for 30 years, raising 3 kids and working
countless volunteer hours with many local non-
profit organizations and schools.
Jennifer@efficiencymatterslic.com, 925-698-
3756 www.efficiencymatterslic.com

By Jennifer Raftis, Certified Professional Organizer

Most of us have faced the never-ending quest to find
more storage space in our homes - it is an ongoing
battle between our square footage and our creativity.
So, it's not surprising that the request I receive most
often from clients comes from families trying to create
more order in their chaos by looking for more space and
storage solutions for their "stuff."

We have busy lives - working, raising kids, trying to
exercise, helping our aging parents, going to our kids'
events, cooking, cleaning the house, taking care of our
pets - it's a challenge to keep our belongings organized
and there never seems to be enough space to store
them.

Then, just to mix it up, we throw in a pandemic. The
pandemic has caused many of my clients to purchase
items in bulk - food, toilet paper, paper towels, cleaning
supplies, etc. Unfortunately, many of us don't have the
space to store these products.

Organizing tip: Before you consider any new storage
solution, I recommend purging first, combining like items
together, storing items close to where they are used,
and don't forget to label, label and then label some
more! (P.S. Remember organizing and maintaining your
space counts as exercise.)

Here are a few sneaky storage ideas you might want to
try:

Go vertical. For many of my clients, one of the space-
saving organizing strategies that has been invaluable has
been utilizing vertical space. Just look up! Whether it's in
a bathroom, a garage, or in a bedroom, the walls and
doors, even ceilings offer underutilized areas that can
help maximize storage space. This solution keeps your
space neat, efficient, and organized. Because, efficiency
matters!

Overhead ceiling racks utilize the space on your garage
ceiling. It's a great place for longer-term storage items
and it will remove boxes from your floor. The bonus is
that you can also hang items from the bottom of the
unit. I love products that provide double-duty solutions!

Over the door storage racks are great for laundry items,
cleaning supplies, craft rooms, gift wrap stations,
pantries, kitchen cabinets, and bedrooms. I have even
used these for books in a child's playroom! They come in

many shapes and sizes that can be hung over or installed on the door. Accessories include baskets, hooks,

and bins to fit all of your needs. I have one on my kitchen cabinet door that holds my measuring spoons and
cups, and another in my bedroom for my jewelry.

Hang it up on a hook. Wall hooks, coat hooks, bicycle hooks, s-hooks . I love hooks! "I don't need hooks,"
said no one in the history of ever. Hanging things on hooks is a surprisingly easy way to bring order to the
items in your home. It can be as simple as peel-and-stick CommandT hooks for the kid's pajamas or a row
of s-hooks on a towel bar to hold kitchen items or garden tools. Everything has a home and is so much
easier to find!

And don't forget above the garage storage. If your garage has any room above the ceiling, or space

between the rafters and the roof, you might check to see if you can put down wood for a floor, add a light
(it can be a stick-on light) and even install fold-down stairs for access. This sneaky storage solution will
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require a handyman that can determine what kind of board needs to be used and how much weight you can
have on the floor. This is another great place for longer-term storage items.

Here are some other sneaky storage solutions for keeping your home organized:

Under the bed. Depending on how much height you have from the floor to the bottom of the bed, you can
purchase many kinds of containers for storage. Plastic bins on rollers,

zippered fabric bags, and more. Sheet sets, blankets, and out-of-season clothes are some of the items that
you can store here.

Under the stairs. The area under a staircase is often an overlooked storage area. You can add shelves,
drawers, baskets, or hooks to make the space usable for storing coats and shoes, toys, books, or stuff that
usually gets dumped in the hallway by the front door.

Stacking bins. These portable, stackable drawers work well in closets, under sinks and in lower cabinets. You
can mix and match the sizes to create many different shapes. I have used these under the kitchen sink for
cleaning products, sponges, rags, and dish soap. They also work well under cabinets to help keep products
easily accessible that otherwise would get lost in the back where they can't be reached and expire.

Creating storage for your belongings can help bring calm to your home. Ask yourself if your brain feels
calmer when your home is in order. Ahhhhh, yes it does! There is a sense of peace and power when you
know where to store and find your belongings.

I recommend that you take a walk through all the spaces in your house to see if you can get creative and
outsmart your square footage. I bet you can!

If you have an organizing question, please send me an email and I'll help you with a solution!

Reach the reporter at: info@lamorindaweekly.com
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