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By Vera Kochan

Commuters and bicyclists who use the Canyon Road
Bridge on a regular basis have undoubtedly real-
ized, as of Jan. 20, that they no longer have to wait
patiently at a stop light for their turn to cross the
bridge - a habit that lasted for nearly five years.
The original bridge, built in 1936, was damaged
during 2017 landslides. Since that time, the town of
Moraga has poured its efforts into a replacement
bridge (another two-way, modern steel-reinforced,
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An aerial view of the Jan. 20 Canyon Road Bridge Opening Ceremony.
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concrete bridge) with enhancements such as street
lights, pedestrian walkways, bike lanes, a bench and
a multi-use path connecting the Lafayette-Moraga
Regional Trail.

The Opening Ceremony and ribbon cutting was
attended by at least 100 people who wasted no time
standing along the side railings of the bridge to look
at the views below.

Town Manager Cynthia Battenberg began the
event by noting that “construction of both the tem-
porary bridge and the replacement bridge were big
complicated projects for Moraga’s small staff. There

25,000 copies
delivered biweekly to
Lamorinda homes &
businesses

e

925-377-0977

Photo courtesy Brandon Hays

After nearly five years, Canyon Road Bridge opens for two-lane traffic

were many hurdles and challenges, including navi-
gating environmental constraints, securing grant
funding, and construction and supply delays due to
COVID. Moraga is the little engine that could, but
truth be told, we couldn’t have done it alone.” She
went on to thank the many agencies involved dur-
ing the construction process with a shout-out to
Moraga’s residents, Moraga Country Club Home-
owners Association, Canyon’s residents and the
Contra Costa Transportation Authority.

... continued on Page A10
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Photos Sora O'Doherty The Eng Family of Orinda shared decorations with

Chinese New Year, the celebration of the start of a new
lunar year, began Feb. 1. Each year in the Chinese
calendar is associated with one of the 12 animals of
the Chinese zodiac; 2022 is the Year of the Tiger. To
celebrate, the Eng family of Orinda has lent a number
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the community, on display at the Orinda Library.

of pieces traditionally used in the celebration to the
Orinda Library. The display will remain up through

February. Red lanterns are also traditional at this time Moraga Way residents celebrate Chinese New
of the year, and can be seen decorating various homes Year by hanging red lanterns from a front yard
around the area.

tree.
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Offered at $11,950,000

Luxury | 4090 Happy Valley Road, Lafayette

6390+ Sq. Ft. Main + Guest House
1850+ Sq. Ft. 5-Car Garage | 2.64+ Acre Parcel

LuxuryHappyValleyEstate.com

Lafayette’s #1Real Estate Team

Since 2008

DanaGreenTeam.com

925.339.1918 | DRE 01482454
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Lafayette City Council approves 2021-22 final budget and
workplan, adding four new staff positions to city

By Lou Fancher

Continuing a discussion begun
in December 2021, City Man-
ager Niroop Srivatsa and Ad-
ministrative Services Director
Tracy Robinson at the Jan. 24
city council meeting provided
the city council with the final
budget and workplan for FY
2021-22. The update included
changes adopted by the council
following approval of the pro-
posed budget in June 2021,
recommendations from de-
partment directors, and items
reflecting the impact of the on-
going pandemic.

Robinson said the General
Fund balance as of June 30,
2021, stood at $14,588,795; a
figure equal to 96% of annual

general fund expenditures that
exceeds the council’s 60% tar-
get by $5.4 million. The esti-
mated balance for the same
month in 2022 is projected to
be $12 million, representing a
68% reserve expenditure that
is $1.5 million above the tar-
geted goal.

Although expenditures are
roughly $2.1 million more than
projected, the overages are re-
lated to timing, such as distrib-
utions from the ARPA funds
and contributions to the Park
Theatre purchase. Robinson
said savings were realized in
police services, projects carried
over to the next fiscal year, and
unspent funds related to pro-
ject reserves. Revenue was re-
alized in sales taxes, property

tax transfers, grants, and city
fees for services.

With COVID and the vari-
ants continuing, Robinson em-
phasized that knowing and an-
ticipating revenue trends is es-
pecially important for all cities.
She said FY 2019 was the last
“normal year,” 2020 a half-
pandemic year, and 2021 a full
pandemic year. “We’re all hop-
ing that fiscal year 2022 is not
another full pandemic year,”
she said.

Detailing the revenue sec-
tors, Robinson’s presentation
showed “Swiss cheese” style
recovery patterns: sales tax
revenue was recovering, but
not back to levels prior to the
pandemic; property and vehi-
cle and franchise revenue re-

mained virtually unaffected.
Property tax revenue Robinson
suggested picked up in 2021
with pent-up demand as homes
started selling, but transient
occupancy took “a huge hit of
about 23%. Projections are dif-
ficult, with some signs showing
possible faster recovery than
expected as people come to-
gether for larger events or
travel.

Robinson said investment
and rental revenue figures re-
ported in the update are reliant
on two factors: interest rates
declining and the fact that the
category includes interest
booked on “phantom” redevel-
opment loans that have been
written off. Overall, she noted
the 4% economic growth dur-

ing the three year period from
2019 to January 2022 was low
compared to the (pre-
pandemic) 3 to 5% increases
typically recorded year over
year.

Special revenue realized in
the last year included $3.2 mil-
lion from the first tranche of
ARPA funds that were put into
a sinking fund out of which
they will be drawn as needed,
and $2.25 million from the Pa-
los Colorados Settlement.
(Those funds were distributed
into a sinking fund of $1.75
million for engineering staff to
implement Vision Zero, and
$500,000 into a separate sink-
ing fund for money to seed Vi-
sion Zero capital projects.)

... continued on Page A8

World class art to be featured at new Brant development

By M.D. Jones

The Lafayette City Council at its
Jan. 10 meeting voted unani-
mously to approve the installa-
tion of two works of art at the
new Brant development by
Lennar at the corner of Mt. Dia-
blo Boulevard and Dolores
Drive. The decision was the cul-
mination of three years of pro-
posals and modifications from
developer Lennar in coordina-

tion with the city of Lafayette’s
Public Art Committee and the
Lafayette City Council, according
to a report by Public Art Com-
mittee Staff Liaison Jenny Rosen.
The new artwork will be
comprised of works by two sep-
arate artists. The first artist se-
lected by the city council, ce-
ramic artist Aileen Barr, will in-
stall handmade tile mosaic pan-
els for planter boxes along the
mews walkway leading from Mt.

mag.e provided

Diablo Boulevard to the public
trail above the development, as
well as a staircase design along
that path. According to the staff
report presented by Rosen,
Barr’s work will feature “colors
and curved lines and stylized
plant life that coordinate with
the building and with the hills
behind the development and
culminate in a stairway featur-
ing a flight of birds to the cloud
and sky.” Barr’s prior notable

work includes a similar stairway
mosaic on the steps at Lincoln
Park in San Francisco.

The second art feature will
be designed by the art partner-
ship Wowhaus, who was asked
that the piece reflect the natural
environment of Lafayette. It will
feature a laser-etched, stainless
steel, free-standing vertical
totemic sculpture of Brant geese
in flight as a nod to the name of
the development, “The Brant.”
Lighting from the sun during the
day and from an LED lighting
component at night will illumi-
nate a dot-matrix pattern, the
staff report noted. This pattern
will create an image of migra-
tory birds and thereby also com-
plement the design of the mosaic
stairway of the first art
installation.

The cost for both art instal-
lations is $302,960 and was
made possible by Section 6-2603
of the Lafayette Municipal Code
which requires not less than 1%
of the final construction or al-
teration cost to go toward instal-

lation of public art. Further
consideration for approval by
the city council included a mini-
mal cost of maintenance of these
art projects. According to a pro-
posal submitted by Leah Den-
man, project manager for
Lennar, this will be accom-
plished with the durable nature
of the high-fired tile artwork and
the steel composition of the
sculptural work, as well as its
lightbox only needing replacing
about every 10 years. The cost
of the maintenance of these ex-
hibits will be recorded with the
county as part of the CC&R’s for
the condo’s Homeowner’s Asso-
ciation.

In reference to the new art
installations Vice Mayor Carl
Anduri stated,“This is exactly
how the public art committee
and the art requirement for
buildings is supposed to work.
These are truly exciting works
that we are going to have in the
city.”

The artwork is scheduled to
be completed by the end of 2022.
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MCC Forest Hills Model

Offered at $1,495,000

Just Listed
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624 Augusta Dr., Moraga

$1,795,000

4 Bed | 2.5 Bath | 2,828 sq. ft.

In the Pipeline

Campolindo Remodel

Price to be determined

844 Camino Ricardo Dr., Moraga

4 Bed | 2 Bath | 2,110 sq. ft.
$6,200/per month

108 Brookline Street, Moraga

In the Pipeline

Camino Woods Estate

Price to be determined

Active

3 Bed | 2 Bath 11,819 sq. ft.
$1,250,000

In the Pipeline

e
The Best of Wilder
4 Bed | 2.5 Bath |1 2,680 sq. ft. 4 Bed | 3 Full Bath | 2,400 sq.ft. 5Bed | 4 Full Bath | 3,400 sq. ft. 5 Bed | 5.5 Bath | 4,600 sq. ft.

Price to be determined
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4 and with such precision.

' fransactions. She exceed-
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Ashley Battersby

Broker/Partner
(925) 323-9955

“Ashley continuously went
above and beyond in her
representation of us. She
made the entire process

Ashley’s dedication and
excellence for each step
allowed us to feel confi-
dent that we would have
the best outcome in both

every furn, and her energy
is incredible. We appreci-
ate all that she did to
make what can be a
stressful time, very straight-
forward and organized.”

- Seller & Buyer 2021

Call us to maximize the value of your home. DRE# 01407784

KurtPiperGroup.com
DRE 01130308

mpas:
R rended or
withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any des

Kurt Piper

Realtor® | Broker Associate

325 818 8000
Kurt@KurtPiperGroup.com

Go to
KPG Site

sed by the State of Califorr

roker lice and abidt s. Licer
ometon purpeass enly and i compi fied from sou ress semed 1 e\ cb\e but s ot oen varedt Changes in price, co

b

Kurt Piper Group

C@MPASS

e Number 01866771, All material presented
ndition, sc\eo
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Lafayette Citizen(s) of the Year
Now taking nominations for the 2022
Lafayette Citizen(s) of the Year!

Deadline to submit nominations is

Friday, February 11 at noon.

Criteria for Lafayette’s Citizen of the Year are as follows:

*  Must NOT be a current el
City Council, school board
e Must be a current Lafayet

ected or paid member of any
or commission.
te resident.

*  Must be someone who has given of their time, money or
energy to help make Lafayette a healthy community,

where people will want to

live, work and shop.

*  Must be someone who models excellence in everything

they do.
*  Must be someone who br
and/or makes us proud to

community.
Previous recipients:W.B. Ellis, Ralfe Miller, Ma

ings this community together
be a member of the

rgaret Bainbridge, Mel Nielsen, John R.

Jacques, M.H. Stanley, C.R. Turner, Theron Nelson, William Zion, Stanford White, Jack
Hageman, Lou Repetto, Jop Van Overveen, Vern Odegard, Jack Marchant, Donn Black,

Charles Franklin, Chris Adams, John Kennedy,
Moore, Robert Augenthaler, Percy Whitten, B

Robert Fisher, Ernie Marriner, Ken Clifford, Don Young, Irene Thomas, Ned Robinson, MOI‘OgG Orindq choyette
Alice Johnson, Hirsh Morton, Sue Cross, Tom Cleveland, Herb Joyce, Skid Thomas, Su 2020 2021 2020 2021 2020 2021
Stauffer, Tom Courtright, Lynn Hiden, Avon Wilson, Bill Wakeman, Richard Holmes,

Guy Atwood, Connie & Mike Collier, Judy Garvens, Anne Grodin, Ellen Peterson, Total Homes Sold: 155 163 308 373 356 416
Norma Evans, Robert Wood, Mary McCosker, Budd MacKenzie, Kathy Bowles, Ivor Lowest Price Sold: | $900,000 | $1,100,000 | | $785,000 | $925,000 | | $749,000 | $840,000
Samson, Gwen Watson, Judy Carney, Jeanne Ateljevich, Team Library, Karen

Mulvaney, Gayle Uilkema, Greg Moeller, Toni McShane, Marechal Duncan, Tom Average Sale Price: [$3,365,000($4,300,000| |$8,360,000($8,000,000| |$5,850,000$11,500,000
Steuber, Dick & Robin Holt, Donovan Jenkins, Don Tatzin, and Rick and Janet Cronk. Highest Price Sold: | $1.628.600 | $1969.900 | |$1,880,000 | $2.187,000 | | $1911,000 | $2,211,000

, Clifford Feiler, James Lloyd, Boardman
arbara Bupp, Irene Graff, Ed Stokes,

Submit your nomination for Citizen(s) of the Year by
completing the form on this page:

https://lafayettechamber.org/coy

925-377-0977
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Organizational assessment
focuses on helping

overburdened
By Lou Fancher

The organization assessment
presented by Management
Partners Special Advisors Rick
Haydon and Dan Marks to the
city council on Jan. 24 left lit-
tle doubt that Lafayette city
staff are dedicated, hard-
working, hands-on, customer

city staff

of performance metrics and
workload project updates and
reports in city departments
reduced efficiency; and city
staff devote a disproportion-
ate amount of work time to
supporting committees and
commissions.

“One of the things that
jumped out on my analysis
when I first took a look at this

KEITH

KATZMAN

I'M SELLING LAMORINDA!

Moraga resident since 1966.

Sucessfully selling real estate

for over 35 years.

925.376.7777

keith.katzman@compass.com

DRE # 00875484

LAMORINDA HOME SALES
PRICE COMPARISON REPORT 2020 & 2021

RESERVED FOR YOUR HOME

= =

Coming

Etalaty

When you're preparing your home for market, it makes sense to
assess what improvements can be made so that you're not leaving
money on the table at closing. But what are those improvements?
Let's work together well before a sale so that you can benifit from

Your Strategic Partner

service oriented — and signifi-
cantly overburdened.

The city’s Planning, Public
Works/Engineering, Adminis-
trative Services, Parks, Trails
and Recreation, and Police
departments were studied in a
process that included inter-
views with staff and city de-
partment leaders, examina-
tion of recent and archived
documents, outreach to city
project stakeholders such as
construction contractors and
developers, reviews of city
volunteer committees and
commissions, a limited-scope
evaluation of information
technology (IT) and more.
Management Partners assess-
ment resulted in 34
recommendations.

Haydon delivered a sum-
mary of the assessment, high-
lighting among the 34 recom-
mendations improvements in
four key areas: Performance
Measurement; Staffing; Com-
missions, Committees and
Subcommittees; and Technol-
ogy. Overall, he said the lack

project is the amount of
boards, commissions and
committees the city of
Lafayette has,” Haydon said,
“especially for a city of your
size. I was a city manager for
a city of over 100,000 and we
had no more than a dozen to-
tal committees.” He said
Lafayette has 17 advisory, 12
subcommittees, and eight 2-
person city council commit-
tees.

While the city is fortunate
to have so many volunteers
and residents actively partici-
pating, the overflow is too
much for any 50-member city
staff department to oversee
and manage. The greatest
fallout is that projects and
priorities are published, but
without efficient updates and
tracking, often languish year
after year without resolution
or enactment. “You're limited
in your ability to expand your
workload because of the
staffing issue,” Haydon
concluded.

... continued on Page A9

my expertise as a strategic partner!

As always, | am here to help ... | listen and | care
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Lafayette  Planning Commission
, Meeting
Pu b‘llc Monday, Feb. 7, 7 p.m.
LAFAYETTE Meetlngs Teleconference Meeting via Love

City Council

Regular Meeting

Monday, Feb. 14, 7 p.m.
Teleconference via City of Lafayette's
You Tube Channel:
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Design Review

Wednesday, Feb. 9, 7 p.m. Zoom
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Help Wanted

for the Lamorinda Spirit Van Program

[Lamorinda....
The place we call HOME.

1258 Upper Happy Valley Road, Lafayette

Offered at $4,995,000 | Pending with 4 offers!

COMPASS

o 5 N
01 1) &

1.5% 37+ 66

Of Top Ranked
Realtors in the U.S.

5-Star Zillow
Reviews

Years Experience
Selling Lamorinda
Real Estate

+ Part time paid driver for the Lafayette Shopping Shuttle from
10 am to 2 pm on Tuesdays or Wednesdays, eventually two+
half days a week. If wanted, this position can also include
part time driving older adults to appointments, shopping, and
errands. Position requires a good driving record, cheerful
communication skills,
agility to occasionally tie
down a wheelchair.

* Volunteer drivers for a
4-hour weekly or bi-weekly
morning or afternoon
shift to take older adults to
appointments, errands and
shopping.

Work with us!

Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives
925.788.8345
bi@brydonivesteam.com
brydonivesteam.com

DRE 01408025 | DRE 01367466

For more information, please
contact Mary at mbruns@lovelafayette.org or 925-284-5546.
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MORAGA

See public meetings schedule on this
pages and check online for agendas,
meeting notes and announcements
Town of Moraga:
www.moraga.ca.us

Phone: (925) 888-7022

Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org

Moraga Citizens’ Network:
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

TERRI BATES WALHER

ESTAT

SELLING HOMES

BY PUTTING

PEOPLE

FIRST

terri@terribateswalker.com

COMPASS

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the
State of California and abides by Equal Housing

510.282.4420

terribateswalker.com

DRE 01330081

Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235.

BURKIN ELECTRIC
“Let Us Light Up Your Life”

Residential * Commercial ® Industrial

Serving Contra Costa since 1991
More than45 years experience

& mben =
‘D All Work Done by Owner
Bonded & Insured
| afin

Lic.#C10-631523
1

=
[EF—r—1"]

Professional Installation of:

* Ceiling Fans, Recessed & Track Lighting ° Kitchen or Bath Remadel

* Exterior/Security/Landscape Lighting ° Electrical Sewic%
* Complete Home Wiring - Old & New ° Spa Installation

Plumbing is the heart
of the home.
LeapFrog

offers a whole-house

checkup so you know all
systems are “go.”

| Le

Head Frog Mo Williams

The one-call plumber

Gas, Water & Sewer , _Wnole-house checkuy
* Emergency service eapFrog Loc
* Repairs & installation $59 off

» Camera sewerlineinspection! _ ""PinTaiEdion -
* Whole house re-pipe

* Preventive checkups

* Design & remodeling

* Tankless water heaters

P rog Loot
$89
le

ou checkup*

ole-hou

|-|-|I
I N R

|

eapFrog Loo
$200 off

tankless/hybrid water heater
installation®

*1 coupon per serwce, exp 2/28/22

We Hop Io It!

Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993

. 626377-6600 =

o www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Bay Area

BAD Drainage, Inc.

INC.

Have You Checked Your

Crawlspace Lately?

e French Drains

e Underfloor Drains

e Downspout Systems

e Subdrain Systems

e Sump Pumps

e Retaining Walls

e Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

A General Engineering Contractor
Locally owned and Operated
Contractor LIC # 762208

hH‘:"

925¢377+9209 (@

";']-lf

visit our website
www.bayareadrainage.com

Town council presents Community
Goals for 2022

By Vera Kochan

With another new year comes
another set of Town Council
Community Goals, and 2022 is
no exception. Mayor Renata
Sos and Vice Mayor Steve
Woehleke came together to de-
vise a list of 14 goals and prior-
ities, which upon discussion
with the other council mem-
bers (Teresa Onoda, Sona
Makker and Mike McCluer)
during its Jan. 26 meeting, re-
quired some tweaking and
eventually grew to 16 goals.

The purpose of the annual
goal-setting is to obtain input
from the community and to
help staff carve out a work
agenda for the coming year, all
while directing the town’s re-
sources toward high priority
undertakings.

Many of the 2022 goals are
a continuation of the prior
year’s efforts and may take a
few years to accomplish, which
is why they still remain on the
list, in one form or another.
Some examples are the 6th Cy-
cle Housing Element and
Bollinger Valley Study Area Re-
zone. The town created a Com-
prehensive Advanced Planning
Initiative, updated the General
Plan, completed an environ-
mental review, rezone and
more.

Also in 2021, a Five-Year
Capital Improvement Program
was adopted in order to better
budget infrastructural needs
and shortfalls allowing staff to
seek grants for future projects.
Included in the program are
traffic safety projects, street re-
pairs, and storm drain issues.

Even though the bulk of
the Canyon Road Bridge Project
has been completed, aesthetic
touches such as lighting and
landscaping are still in the
works. The East Bay Municipal
Utility District’s landslide pro-
ject near the bridge has com-
pleted Phase I, with Phase II on
track for a 2022 completion
along with the restoration of
the Lafayette-Moraga Regional
Trail.

Financially, 2021 saw an
improvement to Moraga’s cof-

fers thanks to a $4.2 million
grant fund from the American
Rescue Plan Act; a $2.25 million
payment from the Palos Col-
orados developer; a Fiscal Year
2020-21 General Fund surplus
which pushed the Reserve to
$500,000 above the 50% Gen-
eral Fund Reserve policy; and a
potential $200,000 reduction in
the annual subsidy of the Ha-
cienda de las Flores thanks to a
10-year lease agreement with
Wedgewood Weddings.

The official title for this
year’s goals is "Moraga Town
Council 2022 Goals and Priori-
ties - For the Community, With
the Community." Heading up
the list is to efficiently sustain
core operations and services of
the town, maintain fiscal disci-
pline, and continue to position
the town for long-term fiscal
sustainability and operational
efficiency.

Also, continue updating,
consistent with retaining the
town’s semi-rural character,
the Moraga General Plan and
the 6th Cycle Housing Element
to satisfy the Regional Housing
Needs Allocation (RHNA), as
well as implement correspond-
ing rezoning (including the
Bollinger Valley Special Study
Area), objective standards, and
revisions to the Planned Devel-
opment Process.

Still in progress are several
projects including completing
work on the permanent
Canyon Road Bridge and secure
remaining reimbursements;
completing the 2022 construc-
tion phase and the 2023 design
of the “Worst First” Pavement
Reconstruction Projects; and
continuing implementation of
the Storm Drain System Opera-
tions and Maintenance Pro-
gram and undertaking needed
storm drain capital improve-
ments projects.

The council also needs to
allocate the Moraga ARPA grant
funding to the highest priority
needs and implement corre-
sponding plans; along with
maintain and improve public
safety with high-quality police
and emergency response ser-
vices and continue coordina-

tion with the Moraga-Orinda
Fire District on fire safety,
evacuation, and emergency
preparedness and with the
Moraga Schools on student
well-being.

Additional goals include
enhance the town’s parks, open
space, and facilities for the
benefit of the public; with pub-
lic input, develop and initiate a
process for identifying and pri-
oritizing uses for unrestricted
and unassigned Palos Col-
orados funds, including, among
other things, consideration of a
town-wide Recreation Open
Space Plan; keep focus on traf-
fic, congestion and pedestrian
safety, particularly around
schools, crosswalks and
through routes.

More goals are to improve
the town’s communications
with and outreach to the public
using innovative approaches
that are inclusive of all seg-
ments of the community and
encourage public input and
feedback; lessen the town’s im-
pact on the environment by
continuing to implement sus-
tainability initiatives and vi-
able strategies in Moraga’s Cli-
mate Action Plan; contribute
further to the community effort
to improve diversity and inclu-
sion throughout the town, in-
cluding but not limited to con-
tinuing to sponsor United
Against Hate Week; and work
collaboratively with the com-
munity, including the chamber,
to improve Moraga’s business
climate.

The council also hopes to
improve and enhance the col-
laboration and partnership
with Saint Mary’s College; and
participate in a Moraga com-
munity service day working
with community groups.

The town council did not
vote on the goals as a whole,
but rather gave their opinions
and suggestions on each of
them. A straw vote was taken
to see which direction to take.

The entire item will be
brought back on the next
agenda for a formal vote at
which time additional changes
can still be made.

Moraga hlres new Admm Serv1ces Director

New Administrative Services Director Annie To Photo Vera Kochan

By Vera Kochan

The town wasted no time in
filling the barely vacant ad-
ministrative services director
position vacated by Norm
Veloso. With almost a month
under her belt, Annie To has
hit the ground running in or-
der to keep Moraga’s day-to-
day financial business up to
speed.

Formerly the financial di-
rector for the city of Alameda,
To has also held the deputy fi-
nancial director position with

the city of San Jose and the fi-
nance director job for the city
of Hercules. “I've not worked
in the private industry — just
local governments,” she
stated.

Her love of number
crunching came before study-
ing business administration
and accounting at San Fran-
cisco State University. To also
earned an MBA from JFK Uni-
versity when the campus was
located in Orinda, and she has
passed her CPA exams.

Some of To’s duties for the
town will include managing

the finances; overseeing the
operation of Human Re-
sources; working on the up-
coming labor negotiations;
and involvement in recruiting
for the various vacated posi-
tions within the town offices.
“Right now I am focusing on
the mid-year budgets,” she ex-
plained. “The next project is
for labor negotiations. When
we get fully staffed it will be a
big help. I have managed 35
employees before. Here, the
directors wear many hats and
multi-task.”

To currently lives in Oak-
land with her husband and
children. When her two boys
were young, she used to bring
them to Moraga for private
painting lessons. “I was so ex-
cited to get this job in Moraga.
A small town is so nice. I used
to live in Danville, and I love
small towns.”

Finding Moraga to be a
great fit, To stated, “So far it’s
been good trying to get to
know the executive staff and
getting to know all of the as-
pects of the job. It’s been very
interesting. Every day has
been exciting for me, and I'm
trying to wrap my arms
around the finances of the
town.”



Wednesday, February 2, 2022

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977

EXPERIENCE MATTERS

Linda Ehrich
Realtor

93 Moraga Way

Urindla, LA 94563

Q25 698, 1452
Linda@LindaEhrich. com

wiew, Lindakhrich. oom
DRES 01330258

e

LINDA EHRICH

Village

ASSOCIATES

LAMORINDA WEEKLY Page: A5

2 Hauling &
' " Cleanup

< Calla':'ony
(925) 497-3741

references available

T T

Hacienda’s dangerous staircase replaced, thanks to project by

public works director's son

Eagle Scout John Knapp's completed Hacienda staircase project

By Vera Kochan

The name John Knapp might
sound a bit familiar to Mora-
gans in that he is the Eagle
Scout son of Director of Public
Works Shawn Knapp.

Knapp, the younger, was in
search of a task in order to be-
gin his Eagle Scout Conservation
Project. He consulted with Parks
and Recreation Director
Breyana Brandt to see if there
was anything available in her
department. “We always have a
whole list of things for a poten-
tial Scout project,” she said.

After discussing several
possibilities, Knapp felt strongly
about the need to replace the
rotting staircase leading from
the Hacienda parking lot down
to the La Sala Trail. “This has
been sitting on our list for a
while,” stated Brandt. “There
were projects town-wide, but he
kept coming back to the stairs. I
don’t know if it’s something
we’d have agreed to except that
his parents are both involved in
public works [mom, Allison, is a
deputy public works director
for the county]. He had to come
up with a comprehensive plan
on how he was going to ap-
proach it.”

“I wanted to do something

- T

Photo Vera Kochan

that would have a big impact to
the community,” explained John
Knapp. “I noticed that it all
needed to be improved. It
wasn’t fitting right. When peo-
ple were walking down the
stairs, it was moving.”

“John found loose bricks
and added that to the project,”
said his dad. “Wooden parts of
the railing were crumbling, so
he talked with Breyana about
the appearance of it. The new
handrails were made to follow
the contours of the steps.” Be-
sides the aesthetically improved
wooden railings, a metal ADA-
compliant handrail was added
to one side for additional grip-
ping support, and the precari-
ous bricks have been firmly
reapplied with a heavy-duty
adhesive.

Prior to the actual rebuild-
ing of the staircase, Knapp be-
gan to have misgivings about
tackling such a monumental
endeavor. A two-week Philmont
Scout Ranch High Adventure
trip in New Mexico, which in-
cluded hikes to the tops of sev-
eral mountain passes, namely
Baldy Mountain with an eleva-
tion of 12,441 feet, canoeing and
hiking during inclement
weather, while equipped with
only the bare essentials of sur-

Town Council: Wednesday, Feb. 9, 7 p.m.
% Planning Commission: Tuesday, Feb. 15, 7 p.m.,
4 Park and Recreation Commission:

e Monday, Feb. 21, 7 p.m.,
¥ Moraga School District Board Meetings :
Tuesday, Feb. 8, 6 p.m. www.moraga.k12.ca.us.

vival, helped Knapp to gain
self-confidence.

Over 685 total hours went
into the planning and construc-
tion of the project (340 of those
hours involved construction
man-time using 40 volunteers
during two weekends). Knapp
collected $6,166 in cash dona-
tions for the materials (the town
paid for the lumber and con-
crete), supplies and tools for the
project through a GoFundMe
account; a dine-in event at a
restaurant; and direct
solicitations.

Knapp was not without a
support system during the pro-
ject while his dad was sidelined
with health issues. Family,
friends, fellow Scouts from
Troop 444 and their leaders
(several of which are adult Ea-
gle Scouts who are engineers)
pitched in to dismantle the old
staircase and build a new work
of art. “T've done projects before
on PowerPoint, but this was a
first at being in charge,” said
Knapp. With an adult work-
group leader, he was encour-
aged to keep everyone on track
and focused.

Every aspect and step of the
undertaking was documented in
what turned out to be a nearly
3-inch thick “John Knapp Eagle
Scout Rank Candidate Binder”
containing a project proposal,
conceptual drawings, budgeting,
materials used, work crew
schedules, photos of the various
stages of completion, receipts,
and more. “Altogether, it took
me one year from start to finish.
Thank God, I'm done,” rejoiced
Knapp. “Overall, this project
was complicated and needed a
bunch of improvements, but it
was worth supporting it.”

His attention to detail has
not gone unnoticed by the Boy
Scouts of America. According to
Knapp senior, “The scouting
district representative, whose
role for the past 10 years is to
screen the Eagle Scout Service
Project proposals and finished
projects prior to their final Ea-
gle Scout Board of Reviews, said
this was the largest construction
project and best put together
report.” The Knapps are keep-
ing their fingers crossed that the
project wins an award on a lo-
cal level before being nomi-
nated for the National Eagle
Scout Association Award.

“This was good training,”
commented Knapp, who’s cur-
rently enrolled at Diablo Valley
College, “but I'm still finding out
what I want to do in life. 'm
thinking of being a
psychologist.”
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Private security works in Wilder, but dumping
continues on Highway 24

By Sora O'Doherty

Wilder subcommittee mem-
bers Nick Kosla and Amy
Worth heard updates on is-
sues of concern to Wilder
residents on Jan. 24. Crime,
fortunately, has dropped in
priority, owing largely to two
things: the employment of
private security guards from
Intervention Group Security
and the chain closing off the
road to the yet-to-be com-
pleted Red Hawk Staging
Area at the far end of Wilder
Road.

Bruce Yamamoto, repre-
senting Wilder Developer
Brook Street, spoke to the
subcommittee about progress
in turning over the remaining
property to the city of Orinda.
“We’re in a little bit of a hold-
ing pattern,” he said, because
of the weather. Heavy rains
caused some damage to trails
and fire roads. After things
are repaired and settled,
some land will be finally con-
veyed to the Wilder Owners
Association, the city of
Orinda, the East Bay Munici-
pal Utility District (EBMUD),
the East Bay Regional Parks
(EBRP), and the Orinda Geo-
logic Hazard Abatement Dis-
trict (GHAD).

In addition, there has
been a hold-up because a
new employee of the parks
district has requested that the
trail T28 be rerouted to by-
pass some significant geolog-
ical formations. The new
routing, Yamamoto said, is

extremely difficult, requiring
the clearing of very heavy
brush on a very, very steep
slope. “We have walked the
trail six or seven times,” he
said, but it is almost impossi-
ble to build a trail there.

Worth wondered if the
formation is serpentine rock,
which happens to be the state
rock of California. “In my ex-
perience,” she said, “people
who hike that trail are very
respectful.” Yamamoto
added that even if the trail
were rerouted, people tend to
find the path of least resis-
tance. He suggested that per-
haps the problem could be
resolved by the addition of
educational signage. He also
told the subcommittee that
the developer OGLI would
not like to turn over the stag-
ing area until the trail is fi-
nalized.

One of the most signifi-
cant issues for Wilder now is
their concern about con-
struction materials being
dumped along Highway 24
near the entrance to Wilder.
Worth reported that she has
been in contact with Caltrans
about the issue, and, after the
subcommittee meeting, she
told Lamorinda Weekly that
she has had further contact
with Caltrans, who has
promised to remove the ex-
isting debris and work with
the city toward a long-term
solution to the problem.

Worth said that she has
gone out and examined the
debris, and identified it as
clearly coming from road

LOVETOQ SAVE? GET|
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construction work, as it in-
cludes both cement and as-
phalt. She pointed out that
Orinda uses full depth recla-
mation, wherein the existing
road materials are ground up
on site and used as the foun-
dation of the new road.
However, Worth noted that,
although the problem of ille-
gal dumping is relatively new
to Orinda, it has been a sig-
nificant problem in the Bay
Area and California for years.
In 2004, the Contra Costa
County board of supervisors
tried to address the problem
with legislation and funding.
The dumping of construction
debris in Orinda is definitely
a new development, and
Worth stressed that it is an il-
legal activity.

On another subject, Ya-
mamoto said that the Wilders
Owners Association has re-
quested that bollards be
placed at the very bottom of
the Emergency Vehicle Access
road. The application for the
bollards was just approved
before the meeting, Ya-
mamoto said, and construc-
tion was to begin the next
week.

Wilder resident Robert
Finch had questions about
the staging area: Who will be
responsible for security, es-
pecially in the evening? City
Manager David Biggs ex-
plained that the EBRPD will
be in charge of park security,
although who will be respon-
sible for locking the chain
over the access road when
the staging area closes has yet
to be determined. He noted
that most parks are open 5
a.m. to 10 p.m., but Orinda
and the Wilder residents pre-
fer dawn to dusk hours.
EBRPD has a new general
manager, and Biggs thought it

would be good to let her set-
tle into the job before press-
ing too hard about the hours
of a facility that is not yet fin-
ished or open. Generally, se-
curity is shared between the
parks and the city.

Biggs also mentioned that
the city is trying to hire an-
other part-time parking en-
forcement officer, but, like
other cities, Orinda is having
a hard time hiring because of
the COVID-19 pandemic.
However, also owing to the
pandemic, Orinda’s existing
parking enforcement officer
has deferred his going into
the military for some time.

Following a report by Po-
lice Chief Ryan Sullivan,
Finch responded that while
he was pleased to hear about
the low level of criminal ac-
tivity in Wilder, that might be
attributable to the fact that
Wilder now employs private
security. During December,
he reported, Intervention
Group Security stopped 20
suspicious vehicles during
the middle of the night and
directed them to leave the
area. Lynn Trowbridge, an-
other Wilder resident, ex-
plained that Wilder has a
neighborhood program in
place with block captains, ra-
dio contact through the Citi-
zen Emergency Response
Team (CERT) and other pre-
cautions. It was suggested
that it would be beneficial if
IGS reported on a regular ba-
sis to the Orinda Police De-
partment, which would like
to work together with the ex-
isting neighborhood pro-
gram. A new OPD officer has
just been designated as a
neighborhood watch coordi-
nator and he will work with
the various neighborhoods in
Orinda.
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Orinda city council has wide-ranging discussion about how to

communicate with public

By Sora O’Doherty

In considering changes to its
policy and procedures man-
ual, the Orinda City Council
engaged in a thoughtful dis-
cussion with members of the
public and the city attorney
on how to craft its rules to
encourage good communica-
tion between the council and
those whom they represent in
a sensitive and respectful
manner.

From time to time, city
staff and the council review
the manual for any updates
that may be necessary. Al-
though such updates are usu-
ally handled as a consent
item, this year staff felt the
changes were significant
enough to merit inclusion on
the agenda. The staff report
was presented by city clerk
Sheri Smith. The proposed
changes to the manual were
intended to add language
pertaining to teleconferenced
meetings, add clarifying lan-
guage to the wording dealing
with the public forum, and to
add and amend language on
maintaining civility and
avoiding disruptive conduct
during meetings, as well as
some general clean-up lan-

guage throughout the docu-
ment, which was last updated
in March of last year.

Comments on the pro-
posed changes began during
the public forum, when
Charles Porges attempted to
comment on many of the sec-
tions proposed to be changed.
He was unable to complete
his comments in the three
minutes allotted, and was in-
vited to submit the remainder
of his comments in writing. A
short recess allowed him to
do so, and when the item on
the agenda was reached, Vice
Mayor Inga Miller responded
to most of his points, with ad-
ditional comments from the
rest of the city council.

When the actual matter
came up on the agenda, Nick
Waranoff offered public com-
ment, suggesting that new
proposed language about ci-
vility was unconstitutional,
and that if the council chose
to impose a requirement of
civility, he would “talk to [his]
friends at the American Civil
Liberties Union, for whom
[he] once worked, and would
ask them to bring an injunc-
tion to strike that.” His sec-
ond point was an objection to
the lack of a requirement that
staff bring multiple options to

the city council, as opposed to
one recommendation. “I
would ask that there be
something there that staff
members not usurp the role
of the council, and should
present a balanced presenta-
tion of the pros and cons of
each issue.” He added that
council members are elected
and all reside within Orinda.

Miller opened her com-
ments by noting that she ap-
preciated the fact that this
matter was put on the agenda
rather than on the consent
calendar. She added that the
discussion was a really inter-
esting exercise and an intel-
lectual one. Many of the
comments dealt with timing,
how long speakers are per-
mitted to speak, when things
are posted in relation to the
agenda, and whether there
should be a back-and-forth
dialog between commenters
and the city council.

City attorney Osa Wolff
was present at the meeting
and responded to questions
about why she had suggested
certain changes to the rules.
Council Member Nick Kosla
suggested that requiring
speakers to offer suggested
solutions was “kindergarten
language,” and Wolff agreed

and withdrew the proposed
language. Kosla related that
he had once seen a member
of the public die at the lectern
during a planning commis-
sion meeting, adding that the
experience can be stressful
and some speakers may be
looking to the council to come
up with solutions, a function
for which they are elected.

There was extensive dia-
logue of the new, proposed
language dealing with civility.
Wolff explained that her in-
tention was to encourage, not
mandate, communication in a
manner that is civil and not
hostile or threatening. There
was considerable discussion
about constitutionally pro-
tected speech, and when
speech or actions may cross
the line and actually become
disruptive of a meeting, pre-
venting other speakers from
being heard. It is at that point
that such activity becomes
prohibited, not because it is
not constitutionally permitted
but because it disrupts the
continuance of the meeting
itself. However, Wolff added
that “Fortunately, you don’t
get a lot of that because the
council is civil, staff is civil,
and the public is civil.”

There was also consider-

able discussion about how to
encourage interaction with
the city council, how to make
the public feel welcome and
comfortable engaging with
the council, and yet how to be
cautious that the council
would not violate the provi-
sions of the Brown Act, which
governs public meetings in
California. Council Member
Amy Worth noted that if
members of the public feel
that they are in a hostile en-
vironment, that would reduce
public comments.

Mayor Dennis Fay con-
cluded the discussion by
pointing out that the public
has to realize that America is
a representative democracy,
not a pure democracy where
every person gets to vote on
every issue. The procedural
rules adopted by the council
are for the purpose of allow-
ing democracy to flourish, he
said.

The city attorney said that
she would revise the pro-
posed changes to reflect the
suggestions from the council
and that the matter would
then return on a consent cal-
endar for adoption.
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Ivy Drive crime spree continues; council to consider course of action

By Sora O’Doherty

The Orinda City Council on
Jan. 18 took the unusual step
of making a matter brought to
it in the public forum a matter
initiated for its Feb. 1 agenda,
going further and saying that
it wanted nothing else on that
agenda to distract from the is-
sue raised by Ivy Drive resi-

dent Adam Reiner. When a
resident brings a matter to the
attention of the council, but it
is not on the agenda, the
council is prohibited from act-
ing on it because it has not
been publicly noticed. They
may make it a matter initiated
and instruct staff to place it on
the agenda for the very next
meeting.
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Reiner both submitted
written comments and ap-
peared before the council at
its Zoom meeting. He re-
ported that “during the week
of Jan. 10, the Ivy Drive neigh-
borhood experienced three
brazen home burglaries, some
of which involved groups of
three men breaking into
homes. My next-door neigh-
bor was one of the victims last
week, even though they had
locked their doors, kept lights
on, etc. Two blocks away on
Beaconsfield, we had a home
invasion with three men en-
tering the home. Video indi-
cates that the alarm was trig-
gered, and yet these three in-
dividuals seemed unfazed,
while they stole family valu-
ables from the home.”

Reiner explained that last
March several residents of the
Ivy Drive neighborhood
brought similar concerns to
the city council and spoke
with then Orinda police chief
David Cook, who has since re-
tired. “Coming out of these
engagements, our under-
standing was that the police
would be launching a neigh-
borhood watch program.” In
addition, he said, the police
chief committed to providing
information on automatic li-

cense plate readers that could
be deployed to assist the police
after a crime. Such cameras
are deployed in Wilder. How-
ever, “all this fizzled out, and
we have no idea why such ba-
sic ideas all failed to gain
traction.”

According to Reiner, “the
Ivy Drive area of Orinda has
become a crime target like
never before, and it’s up to the
city council to acknowledge
the issue and then quickly de-
velop an effective plan to ad-
dress it.” He also asked the
city to consider setting up a
crime prevention commission,
as Lafayette has.

Another resident of the
area spoke in support of
Reiner. “We are living in
fear,” she said, “and it’s just
not okay. We just can’t have it
like this. Children are at
home, parents have to go to
the grocery story.” She ex-
pressed shock that the matter
is still under discussion after a
year and nothing has been
done to address residents’
concerns.

Council Member Amy
Worth noted that Orinda does
have a public safety commit-
tee, consisting of herself and
Vice Mayor Inga Miller. City
manager David Biggs said that

the city is currently working
on an update, looking back
over 2021 and looking for-
ward, focusing on crime sta-
tistics and use of force by po-
lice officers. That meeting
should occur in February or
March. He noted that the
Orinda police department, like
others, has been struggling to
fill vacancies, but recently
filled two, leaving only one
vacancy for a vacation floater.
He added that the police de-
partment is on top of the Ivy
Drive area cases. “It is more
than likely looking like an or-
ganized ring,” Biggs said, but
added that he couldn’t say
more because it is an active
investigation. However, addi-
tional targeted patrols have
been added.

Mayor Dennis Fay said,
“This strikes home with all of
us. All five council members
live in Orinda, and we all feel
concerned about this.” Coun-
cil Member Nick Kosla agreed
that it should be a matter ini-
tiated, and that everything
else can take second place so
this matter can be addressed.

Unfortunately, the Feb. 1
meeting happened as this is-
sue was going to press. It will
be reported in the next issue
of the Lamorinda Weekly.

Lafayette City Council approves
2021-22 final budget and workplan

... continued from Page A2

Turning attention to the
five-year budge forecast,
Robinson said, “We have an
ongoing, what I call a struc-
tural deficit. We have be-
tween ($2,000-$10,000) dol-
lars each year we expect rev-
enues will be short, versus
the uses.” The net effect of
that on the General Fund Re-
serve is a decrease of $2-
$300K. By 2025, projections for
the General Fund Reserves
that most recent data shows is
at 68% will dip below the city’s
60% targeted limit.

Presenting that structural
deficit along with core area
maintenance and stormwater
pollution prevention deficits,
ARPA fund expenditure limi-
tations, and ongoing shortfalls
due to the lack of enough
staffing to support and com-
plete city council goals, antici-
pated lease negations and the
need for more office space, the
staff’s report recommended
creating new permanent posi-
tions to replace positions cur-
rently filled by consultants or
limited duration employees.

The additional staff posi-
tions include a code enforce-
ment officer, a senior associate
planner, a construction plan-
ner, and the permanent posi-
tions of senior/associate engi-
neer, senior planner, manage-
ment analyst, and personnel
analyst recommended by
Management Partners earlier
in the meeting (see related

story on Page A3).

Srivazta said the organi-
zational assessment of city de-
partments by Managing Part-
ners that resulted in 34 rec-
ommendations will require
review. “They are all worth-
while and worthy of consider-
ation,” she said, suggesting
coming back to council with
an update and plans for im-
plementation in three months.

The staff’s recommenda-
tion involving immediate ac-
tion by the council prioritized
approving and funding the
four positions in Management
Partners’ assessment and ap-
proving Resolution 2022-02
adopting the final budget and
workplan and confirming the
city’s investment policies re-
lated to approximately six
factors.

Asked by Council Member
Wei-Tai Kwok about salaries
for the additional staff posi-
tions and whether or not the
numbers had impact on what
has been high turnover and
low applicant numbers in
similar positions, Robinson

said identifying the underly-
ing explanation was “tricky.”

People who relocate and
therefore leave positions, high
competition with other cities
also seeking to fill planner and
analysts positions, the lack of a
career stepladder for cities of
limited size, and other factors
might explain the challenging
task. Public comment heard
by the council was mostly pos-
itive in support of adding the
staff positions, with Lafayette
resident Robert Lavoie urging
the council to continue to use
financial discretion such as
looking for areas to save
money through automation,
determine if projects are per-
manent or temporary, taking
advantage of office vacancies
due to more people working at
home, and other methods.

The council after more
discussion unanimously ap-
proved adopting the Final
Budget and Workplan that in-
cluded the four new staff po-
sitions as well as the recom-
mendations establishing the
city’s investment policy.

Board of Directors
Wednesday, Feb. 16, 6 p.m.

ConFire
Board of Directors

Fire District Public Meetings

Moraga-Orinda Fire District

For meeting times and agendas, visit www.mofd.org

Regular Meeting: Tuesday, Feb. 8, 1 p.m.
For meeting times and agendas, visit www.cccfpd.org

Public Safety

Emergency response:

Emergency: 24 Hours

Police Dispatch: 24 Hours
925-284-5010

911

Nixle: Text your zip code to 888777

or go to www.nixle.com
Lafayette Police Department:

3471 Mt. Diablo Blvd. 925-283-3680

Chief of Police, Ben Alldritt
925-299-3221

Police Department Tip Line
94549Tip@gmail.com

Police Department Traffic Issues
94549Traffic@gmail.com

Moraga Police Department:

329 Rheem Blvd., 925-888-7055

Chief of Police, Jon King ext. 7049

Orinda Police Department:

22 Orinda Way  925-254-6820
Chief of Police, Ryan Sullivan
925-254-6820
Orindatip@cityoforinda.org

Lafayette Police
Department

Incident

Summary

Report

Jan. 9 - Jan. 22

Alarms 40
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 18
Traffic 23
Suspicious Circumstances 5
Suspicious Subject 16
Suspicious Vehicle 15
Service to Citizen 29
Patrol Req./Security Check 60

Public/School Assembly Check 16

Supplemental Report 17
Vacation House Check 15
Welfare Check 21

Ordinance Violation 2
Vehicle violations
Attempt - Grand Theft Vehicle Parts

Mt. Diablo Blvd./2Nd St.
Auto Burglary

4000 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)
Hit And Run Misdemeanor

Mt. Diablo Blvd./Lafayette Cir.
Reckless Driving

900 Block Leland Dr.

50 Block Lucas Ranch Rd.

Moraga Rd./St Marys Rd.

900 Block Moraga Rd.

Mt. Diablo Blvd./Oak Hill Rd.

Moraga Rd./Nephi Ct.
Tc - Fire And Amb Enroute

600 Block Moraga Rd.
Tc - No Details

1St St./Deer Hill Rd.
Tc - Property Damage

Pleasant Hill/Oak Hill

Deer Hill Rd./Oak Hill Rd.

4000 Block Los Arabis Dr.

600 Block Moraga Rd., Mor.
Other criminal activity
Computer Fraud

600 Block Doreen Way
Forgery

3100 Block Lucas Cir.
Fraud False Pretenses

1000 Block Rahara Dr
Grand Theft

3400 Block Golden Gate Way (2)

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Grand Theft Veh Parts

900 Block Village Center
Identity Theft

600 Block Sky Hy Cir.

1000 Block Glen Rd.

Police Department
Panhandling

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Petty Theft

3300 Block Beechwood Dr.

3700 Block Highland Rd.

3200 Block Springhill Rd.

1100 Block N Thompson Rd.

3300 Block Johnson Rd.
Petty Theft From Veh

3300 Block Beechwood Dr.
Residential Burglary

3600 Block Bickerstaff St.

3100 Block Windsor Ct.
Shoplift

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (3)

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (4)
Vehicle Theft

1200 Block Pleasant Hill Rd.

3600 Block Bickerstaff St.
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-domestic

1000 Block Orchard Rd.

900 Block East St.

1000 Block Brown Ave.
Disturbing The Peace

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Loud Noise

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Loud Party

3500 Block Terrace Way

3300 Block Beechwood Dr.
Public Nuisance

3600 Block Nordstrom Ln.

900 Block Condit Ct.

3200 Block Burton Ct.

Happy Valley Rd./Hester Ln.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Other
H&S Violation

10 Block Mountain View PI.
K9 Outside Assist Request

Chase Bank Pit, Pit
Mentally I1l Violent

1000 Block Orchard Rd.
Trespass

3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Trespass W/ Vehicle

Lombard Ln/Reliez Valley Rd.
Unwanted Guest

3200 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Violation Restraining Ord

3600 Block Brook St.

Moraga Police
Department
Incident
Summary
Report

Jan. 11 - Jan. 24

Alarms
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 8
Traffic 30
Suspicious Circumstances 4
Suspicious Subject

Suspicious Vehicle 4

Service to Citizen 42
Patrol Req./Security Check 13
Supplemental Report 9
Vacation House Check 0

Welfare Check 12
Public/School Assembly Check 0
Ordinance Violation 0
Vehicle violations
Dui Misd
Moraga Way/Hardie Dr.
800 Block Villa Ln.
Excessive Speed
St. Andrews Dr./Country Club Dr.
Moraga Way/Iw Dr. (5)
Moraga Way/School St.
Moraga Way/Moraga Valley
Moraga Way/Viader Dr.
Moraga Blvd./Moraga Rd., Laf
Donald Dr./Carroll Dr.
Hit And Run Misdemeanor
St Marys College
Camino Pablo/Rimer Dr.
Reckless Driving
Moraga Rd./Rheem Blvd.
Moraga Rd./Alta Mesa Dr.
Safeway
Moraga Way/Ivy Dr.
Ascot Dr./Ascot Pl.
Tamper With Vehicle
100 Block Miramonte Dr.
Tc - Property Damage
40 Block Sullivan Dr.
Vehicle Theft
Moraga Rd./St Marys Rd.

Other criminal activity
Burglary

1500 Block Canyon Rd.
Child Abuse

Police Department
Child Molest

40 Block Sullivan Dr.
Grand Theft

100 Block Miramonte Dr.
Petty Theft

400 Block Center St.
Petty Theft From Veh

Cvs Lafayette
Warrant Arrest

Moraga Way/Canyon Rd.
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-domestic

Not Available
Loud Music

Canyon Rd/.Country Club Dr.

Campolindo High School
Loud Noise

2000 Block Ascot Dr.
Loud Party

Shuey Dr./Walford Dr.
Public Nuisance

40 Block Woodford Dr.

Moraga Way/Ivy Dr.

Homegoods
Other
Battery Sexual

300 Block Park St.
Mentally I11 Commit

Not Available
Unwanted Guest

Safeway
Violation Custody Order

2100 Block Donald Dr. (2)

ORINDA

POLICE

Orinda Police Department
Incident Summary
Report will be back soon
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Lamorinda athletic directors look back ... and forward

Mike Matoso

By Jon Kingdon

When the novel coronavirus
first hit in March 2020 there
were a lack resources and in-
formation was unclear about
transmission, so local schools
and most of the nation was
forced to shut down. Such was
the case with the Lamorinda
athletic departments. Cam-
polindo had their state cham-
pionship camp canceled and
Jordan Ford, a basketball
player for Saint Mary’s was
five points short of surpassing
Matthew Delavedova as the
career scoring leader and saw
that post-season canceled.

The coronavirus was a
nightmare for the athletic di-
rectors. “The end of the year
couldn’t come soon enough,”
said Ray Meadows, Cam-
polindo’s athletic director.
“There was so much uncer-
tainty and unknowing, con-
stantly confronting new situa-
tions. We were dealing with
things that we did not have a
blueprint for while not know-
ing what was around the
corner.”

It wasn’t until March 2021
when the Lamorinda schools
began an abbreviated season
for all of the team sports to at
least start the ball rolling in
hopes of a more normal fall
2021 season. Those hopes
were met with complete sea-
sons and playoffs, and all
seemed right with the world.

When the Omicron variant
arrived toward the end of last
year, there were concerns
from many that it was going to
be an athletic season that, in
the words of Yogi Berra, would
be “deja vu all over again.”

However, this time the
schools were not caught un-

Photo SMC Athletics/ Tod Fierner

prepared. “During winter
break when we were getting
ready to return to school and
league competition, we ex-
pected that there would be an
increase of the virus and the
surge was coming,” Acalanes
Athletic Director Randy Taka-
haski said. “Everything that we
were hearing from the health
officials was that the surge was
going to hit fast and hard and
will drop off fast and hard,
and that is what we are seeing
now.”

It has been a constant
learning experience since the
initial outbreak of the coron-
avirus. “From March 2020,
our plan has been to figure out
what we need to do in the pre-
sent,” Takahashi said. “Things
got more strict and then less
strict. Once things were put in
place, then something else was
taken out of place. It’s just
been a moving target. Now
we’re back to normal and even
though there are some limita-
tions, we as athletic directors
and coaches talk about it, but
it is far better than it was last
year and certainly better than
being shut down as we were
the year before.”

While COVID initially led
to cancellations, the Omicron
variant has only caused some
game postponements and lim-
ited the number of spectators
that are allowed into the in-
door events. “Obviously, we
were able to have a lot of suc-
cess in the fall, but things have
required us to evolve and take
a different approach at differ-
ent times this year,” Mira-
monte Athletic Director James
Lathrop said. “As cases have
increased everywhere, we’ve
had to adjust. We limited the
capacity in the gym, but we’re
excited that we still get to have

all the parents be spectators
and that’s great.”

For Takahashi, limiting the
number of spectators last year
made it easier to implement
attendance restrictions this
winter. “After last year, we
knew how to do this,” Taka-
hashi said. “It’s not as restric-
tive as it was when it was just
two family members per
player for indoor sports. It’s
more open this year though
limited to all immediate family
members. The games that we
have had, everyone has been
responsible, respectful,
thoughtful and courteous.”

For Saint Mary’s Athletic
Director Mike Matoso, it was a
learning experience for him
and his department: “At this
point in COVID, we’ve seen the
curve balls, knuckle balls and
sliders that have been thrown
at us and I feel we can handle
any pitch that’s thrown at us.
We knew that last January and
February there would be
tough times, and everybody is
saying the same thing the last
three weeks in that we’ve seen
that more people have tested
positive than in the last two
years.”

Last fall, Saint Mary’s
teams did not miss a single
game in soccer, volleyball, and
cross-country matches. Since
Jan. 1, the men’s and women’s
basketball teams each had
three games that were
postponed.

With the vaccinations and
boosters and current knowl-
edge of the virus, the athletic
directors are able to handle
each case individually. “We’re
getting back into the flow after
a pause on the men’s and
women’s side and we’re antic-
ipating that we’ll keep going
the rest of the year,” Matoso
said. “Last year when you had
one person that tested positive,
you put the program on pause.
This year, that’s not the case.
You can hold out one person
and you can keep going as a
team. That first year we were
more scared about how we
were going to travel, how we
were going to get on a plane
and how we were going to test
everybody. This year, we’ve
known what the guidelines are
and what we have to follow.
We do have to make a lot more
judgment calls though because
if someone tests positive, you
have to determine whether he
can play or not. There have
been more difficult situations.”

The Gaels athletic depart-
ment of coaches, staff, and
student athletes numbers
around 400 and over 390 of
them are vaccinated which has
enabled the school to require
fewer tests. “Once you're vac-
cinated, unless you have
symptoms, they are not re-
quired to be tested,” Matoso

said. “We’ve taken that ap-
proach and stayed in line with
the NCAA guidelines.”

It’s the ability to react
quickly that has kept the teams
from grinding to a halt.

“We’re still optimistic and
we’re pushing on and hope-
fully we’ll get through this and
make sure that we have cham-
pionship events for our winter
sports,” Lathrop said. “We’re
still rescheduling a couple of
things but we’ve gotten a lot
better at figuring out how to
roll with the punches and ad-
just on the fly. There’s been a
lot of collaboration within our
school district with the other
athletic directors within our
league to find solutions to keep
our sports going and creating
the best competitive environ-
ments for all of our
student-athletes.”

Takahashi concurred with
the importance of communica-
tion for all of the schools: “As a
district, we're very fortunate in
that we have constant commu-
nication with our district ad-
ministration, so we are aware
of all of the changes that are
coming through and how they
affect our schools and
athletics.”

For Lathrop, it’s more than
just paying lip service to spec-
tators. “As an athletic director,
working with the coaches and
student-athletes, one of the
things we also do on campus is
work with our students like the
sixth man group for the bas-
ketball team. We put in budget
time in the meeting with that
group and brainstorming in
supporting their efforts and
getting more students out at
the games and creating some
fun opportunities for students
to participate in half-time ac-
tivities and things of that na-
ture, some fun stuff for high
school sports that we hadn’t
been able to do in the last year,
though we’re still limited this

year as well.”

Saint Mary’s has not lim-
ited the number of fans al-
lowed into their arena but have
required those attending the
games to wear masks and show
a negative test or vaccination
card to gain admittance. “It
can be hard because you have
people that have strong feel-
ings either way on it,” Matoso
said. “My staff can be put in
no-win situations. With people
that push back on it, we tell
them that we are following
county guidelines. There has
been a lot of reminding people
to put their masks on and for
the most part, everyone’s been
great. We have a very special
environment on game day and
it’s a huge home-court advan-
tage for us.”

Even with all of the can-
cellations for Saint Mary’s in
2020, the Gaels athletic depart-
ment is in good shape finan-
cially, partially due, ironically
to the virus. “Most of our rev-
enues are pretty much back to
normal this year,” Matoso said.
“Our fundraising has been way
ahead of schedule from the
usual number. We also saved a
lot of money having virtual
events in lieu of banquets,
since we didn’t have the usual
costs of serving dinner and
paying for catering with those
types of events. We were just
doing every one online and
taking donations. From that
respect, we did really well on
our events last year.”

With all of the adjustments
that the administrators have
had to make, the priority that
James Lathrop has put on the
program is one that everyone
has gotten behind. “There have
been different challenges this
year as compared to last year,
but our goals remain the same
which is to put our teams in
the best situations that we can
while keeping everyone in a
safe spot.”

Organizational assessment focuses on
helping overburdened city staff

... continued from Page A2

Addressing commissions,
committees and subcommit-
tees, Hayden suggested each
group create structures that
clarify policies and expecta-
tions and include training. A
review and reassessment of
the Stanford ACT report re-
ceived in 2016 could provide
the best lens for possible con-
solidations or reductions in
the number of groups. He also
suggested setting departmen-
tal goals to provide focus to
city council’s and executive
managers’ immediate and
long-term goals.

Performance measure-
ment recommendations from
Management Partners include
establishing a format for per-
formance measurement in
each department, developing a
tracking system, and incorpo-
rating associated time or ma-
terials costs into the next an-
nual budget. Developing an-
nual goals and objectives for
each department and imple-
menting a common tracking
tool will provide information
to city management regarding
key projects and objectives.

Factors in a performance
measurement structure re-
lated to development might
address project details such as
length to completion, regular

checkpoints to determine it is
staying on budget, and other
information. A permit track-
ing system could increase effi-
ciency and allow for a pubic
interface that might cut down
on calls into city offices for in-
formation. A cross-
departmental policy that seeks
city council approval autho-
rizing staff to look into specific
items and sets a time limit for
each pursuit would allow the
council to quickly determine if
any one issue is worth staff
time investment.

Additional staffing, Hay-
don repeatedly emphasized, is
essential for Lafayette as it
grows. Recommendations in-
clude adding a senior or asso-
ciate city planner to “help with
backfill” involved in preparing
the General Plan update. He
said adding a senior planner
to address long-range projects
will mean the two planners
who currently handle “daily
stuff at the front counter”
aren’t delaying attention to
long-term projects.

Other related recommen-
dations included hiring a full-
time construction inspector,
bringing outsourced code en-
forcement in-house, convert-
ing a Parks and Recreation su-
pervisor to a leading manager
with more authority to direct
commissions and other mat-

ters and engaging a manage-
ment analyst to support the
city manager. Haydon said,
“The other cities (we work
with) all have this so the city
manager can carry out their
duties.”

Because the city’s human
resources and risk manage-
ment duties are handled “a
little bit here, a little bit there,”
by staff, he said efficiency is
decreased.

The company’s “not deep
dive” into the city’s technology
capabilities indicated adding
IT tools to track development
projects and permits, manage
report updates, provide geo-
graphic or other information
related to specific develop-
ment projects, and digital pro-
grams to provide customer
services would help Lafayette
to catch up with contempo-
rary times.

Asked by Council Member
Wei-Tai Kwok about compar-
isons to other cities, Marks
said Lafayette needs to add the
missing pieces and do a better
job of integration. Doing fi-
nances on paper, tracking
projects on a database he
stopped using 15 years ago,
and other aspects left Marks to
say, “You are a little behind -
in some places a lot behind -
where most cities are regard-
ing the use of IT.”
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COMPLETE TREE CARE
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“DESIGN » REFINISHING * INSTALLATIONS

925-376-1118

Lic B 974683

* Facelift
Facial Implants
Neck Lift
Nose Surgery
Brow Lift
Eyelid Surgery
Ear Surgery

CALL TOM .
FOR A FREE Since 1993!

Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

ESTIMATE

Cosmetic Surgery Laser & Non-Surgical Services
* BOTOX® Cosmetic and Dysport®
¢ Cosmetic Removal of Moles & Skin Tags

¢ Fillers
(JUVEDERM®, JUVEDERM VOLUMA®, Restylane®)

* Fraxel Re:Store Laser Treatment

Skin Care Services
* Chemical Peels
* Obagi® Consultation

Before

Dr. Matthew Tamplen, who grew up in Lafayette
and is a well-known Facial Plastic Surgeon

with Kaiser Permanente, just opened a private
practice in Downtown Orinda to better serve
Lamorinda patients.

Matthew Tamplen, MD
Orinda Office:

77 Moraga way Suite G, Orinda
925-254 -6710
TamplenPlasticSurgery.com

Building
Foundations

e Lifting

TAMPLEN

Double Board-Certified Facial Plastic
and Reconstructive Surgeon.

it f .._....' i
e Leveling
e Stabilizing
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RENERLL CEONTRAETER LIE. BEPIIE

707 310-0602

www.bayareaunderpinning.org

Musical chairs in Moraga,

indeed
GENERLY CENTRACTIR

LIE. BETI2E

The Lamorinda Weekly is a
local treasure that does, in-
deed, keep Lamorinda in-
formed on our schools and
what is going on in our two
Cities and one Town. Your
reporting is comprehensive,

Letters to the editor

refreshing, well written and Please keep it up.

easy to read. This is a proper
newspaper.
Thank you for your work.

Erling Horn
Moraga

Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and not necessarily those of the
Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will include the writer's name and city/town of residence -- we
will only accept letters from those who live in, or own a business in, the communities comprising
Lamorinda (please give us your phone number for verification purposes only). Letters must be factually
accurate and be 350 words or less; letters of up to 500 words will be accepted on a space-available
basis. Visit www.lamorindaweekly.com for submission guidelines. Email: letters@lamorindaweekly.com;
Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, PO.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

Service Clubs Announcements

... continued from Page Al

Lamorinda Sunrise

Rotary S ):

Every Friday, 7:00 a.m. - 8:15 a.m.
Lafayette Veterans Memorial Building
OR Zoom Link at https://lamorindasunrise.org/speakers

February 2022 Weekly Speakers
4: Chris Laszcz-Davis: The Beauty, Fun and Wonders of Moraga
11: Don Jenkins: The World of Rotary — Quarterly Update
18: Heather Vilhauer: Diversity, Equity & Inclusion in Rotary
25: Eve Birge, Executive Director, White Pony Express

“I'm so proud to be here
and help to deliver this
bridge,” Moraga Director of
Public Works Shawn Knapp
said. “It affects Moraga and
everyone in the area. We
made sure that during con-
struction closures MOFD
(Moraga-Orinda Fire District)
was stationed on the Canyon
side in case of emergencies.
I'm also thankful that this is
done, because the town has
many needs, and we can be-
gin to focus on those. There’s

Canyon Road Bridge opens

a lot more going on in this
town.”

Mayor Renata Sos stated,
“This bridge is a testament to
teamwork. ... A testament to
the people of the town of
Moraga. ... A testament to ef-
fective local government.”

Also in attendance were
Vice Mayor Steve Woehleke,
Council Member Teresa On-
oda, Council Member Sona
Makker, Council Member
Mike McCluer, Contra Costa
County Board Supervisor
Candace Andersen, Lafayette
Mayor Teresa Gerringer and

Orinda Mayor Dennis Fay.

Moraga Assistant Engi-
neer Sharon Chan, who is
serving as project manager
for the bridge said, “I'm super
excited that we have a nice,
safe, new, emergency evacu-
ation route. It’s a big accom-
plishment that’s good for
Moraga and Canyon.”

According to Knapp, this
summer should see all of the
additional fine points to the
bridge completed with at
least a five-year time span to
make certain that everything
is environmentally sound.

DRE 02155340
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We’re not just a real estate brokerage.

We’re your contractor and designer, too.

We’re Enkasa. Just think of us as your agent, contractor, and designer—all in one.
Figure out what needs remodeling (and how much it will cost) before you buy. Plan
for updates to increase your home’s value before you sell. Our team is your team,
and we’re here to help you get the most out of every home.

Text or call 925.238.3358
EnkasaHomes.com

ZAIENKASA

Unlock the potential in every home.
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By Toris Jaeger

Streams are once again racing
through the Orinda Nature
Area, and birds are singing
about plans for the spring.
Check out your own yard for
the brilliant green herbs and
grasses sprouting every-
where. This is a beautiful
time of year to be outdoors
enjoying the renewal of the
land and its wildlife. As a
naturalist for over 40 years at
the Orinda Nature Area, I
would draw children’s eyes to
the deer and raccoon tracks
in the mud, and the stick
houses of the shy dusky-
footed woodrats. After a rain,
look in your backyard for
grass flattened by a squirrel
looking for acorns, or on your
deck for muddy footprints.
Prints shaped like little hands
with five fingers could be
squirrels, raccoons, opossums

and skunks. Deer have two
pointy toes that sink deep into
the mud.

Back in the 1970s abun-
dant red-legged frogs pro-
vided a cheerful chorus with
the birds. It was my goal to
inspire my students to imag-
ine they were Native People
from the past, hunting for
nuts and berries, and gather-
ing cattails and reeds for their
homes along the creek. Each
adventure included the im-
portance of walking gently on
the land.

Dozens of creeks flow
throughout Lamorinda, and
support hundreds of species
of aquatic life. If you pause
quietly along a stream, your
sharp eyes may spy water
striders and minnows hunt-
ing for water bugs and the
larvae of damselflies. For
your creek walk, wear boots
and bring a small white plas-

Photo provided

tic bowl and plastic cup for
gently scooping water along
the base of water plants. A
small magnifying lens will
help you see the small water
animal.

You may have found
feathers while walking the lo-
cal trails. These are clues to
the birds that are watching
you. A soft downy feather
must have fallen from a bird’s
chest, and the color is a clue —
yellow could be a goldfinch or
warbler; red could be a robin
or spotted towhee. If the
feather is long and narrow it
could be from a wing. An
owl’s wing feathers have soft
tiny hairs along the edges to
muffle the sound of their
nightly flights after mice.

After a nature hike, I like
to gather everyone together to
share observations. Native
cultures used what I call a
“Talking Stick” to give each

atural world around us

person time to express ideas.
This carved and decorated
Talking Stick gets passed from
person to person around the
circle to honor the participa-
tion of all. You can decorate i
your own sturdy staff and use
it at family gatherings to en- i
courage everyone to share. Y ¢
I have found that children
are very passionate about the
Nature Area. Over decades,
thousands of parents have
supported the outdoor envi-
ronmental education pro-
grams in the Orinda Nature
Area, because they value the
hands-on sensory learning
that enlivens their children
and deepens understanding
of science and history. Many
people have told me that their
children benefit from open
spaces with the trees, water
and grasslands. Scientists,
citizens, and governments are
urging the protection of 30%
of land resources and 30% of
ocean resources to ensure

Spotted Skunk

that plants, animals and Ra CCOON
ecosystems are sustained.
Members of the United Na- bigstock images

tions, including the United
States, are beginning to im-
plement this conservation
guideline.

The Orinda Nature Area, owned by the Orinda Union School
District, is an 18-acre wild space has been promoted for many
years by the Friends of the Wagner Ranch Nature Area; the
Friends was renamed this fall as Friends of the Orinda Nature
Area, so as not to be confused with Wagner Ranch School. The
Friends, a grass roots non-profit that formed in 2005 to
prevent construction of a maintenance yard, stepped up again
in 2009 to fund education programs when the Orinda Union
School District, due to funding limitations, was unable to
continue its support. Since then, The Friends has received
substantial donations from the community for the Naturalist,
Nature Aides, and materials needed to conduct environmental
education. For information, visit www.fwrna.org.

Real Estate
Bowles & Verna, LLP
City of Lafayette
Clocks, Etc.

Emerson & Grace

Compass Marketing

Bowles & Verna, LLP
Fog City As-Builts
HELIX RE, Inc.

Minuteman Press
Partner Engineering
Sideboard Lafayette
Mark Zacuba

BUSINESS & CIVIC DONORS
Ames Palms, Rebel Neon
Patricia and Ashley Battersby, Village Associates

Connie and Michael Collier, Diablo Foods
Julie Dudum Del Santo, Dudum Real Estate Group

Jennifer Perlmutter Gallery
Alan Mac, Stanley E. Smith Insurance Agency

Miramar Mt. Diablo Boulevard, LLC
Village Associates Real Estate

BUSINESS IN-KIND DONATIONS

Bill Concannon, Aargon Neon

Shawna Peterson, Peterson Neon

IN 1941, LAFAYETTE’S ICONIC PARK THEATER came into
being out of a desire for arts, culture, entertainment —
and community — in downtown Lafayette.

It is with profound gratitude that the Board of Directors of the all-volunteer

Park Theater Trust acknowledges the business and civic partners and volunteers

for their early support, generosity, and ongoing commitment from 2018 to 2021,
which has allowed the Trust to acquire the Park Theater cinema on behalf of all of us.

We invite the rest of Lamorinda to join this community-wide
effort to bring back the Park Theater.

Visit parktheatertrust.org to donate and learn more.

VOLUNTEERS
Diane Barbera-Delany
Stephanie Berzansky
Rick Bowles

Victoria Chiodo

Bill Clark

David Clark

Bill Collett

Johanne Dictor
Glenn Farrell

Clay Fry

Yukie Fujimoto

Beth Goldberg
Susan Goldie

Diane Haydon

Tim Hennessey
Cecilia Kilmartin
Dennis Markam
James Woods Marshall
John McCormick
Mary McCosker

Lexi Morrissey
Janice Peacock
Regan Scovic
Maureen Willhelm
Sandy Wolfe

Special thanks to Karen and Tom Mulvaney, the
Lafayette Community Foundation, the East Bay
Community Foundation, Lamorinda Weekly, Lafayette
Social Magazine, the Home Team of Rotary Club

of Lamorinda Sunrise, the Lafayette Chamber of
Commerce, the City of Lafayette Staff, and the
Lafayette City Council.

Please see our current Honor Roll of Park Theater
Supporters now posted on-site at the cinema.

With sincere thanks,

The Park Theater Trust Board of Directors —
Kathy Bowles, Jana Corey, Tracey Karsten Farrell,
Angie Ferrif, Larry Haydon, Awais Mughal

The Park Theater Trust's mission is to restore and operate
Lafayette’s iconic Park Theater building and revitalize it into an
accessible and inclusive, community-centered cinema, arts, and
culture hub with programming that includes critically acclaimed
films, throwback favorites, and engaging non-film events.
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INGREDIENTS

Cream cheese-filled
chocolate cupcakes make a
delectable duo dessert

Cake

3 cups all-purpose flour

2 cups granulated sugar

1/2 cup sifted unsweetened cocoa powder
2 tsp. baking soda

1 tsp. salt

2 cups cold water

1 cup vegetable oil

1 tsp. cider vinegar

2 tsp. vanilla extract

1 cup dark chocolate chips

Cream Cheese Filling
8 0z. cream cheese, softened to room temp

1/3 cup granulated sugar
1/2 tsp. vanilla extract

Susie can be reached at
legg suziventosch@gmail.com. This

1 cup dark chocolate chips

Cocoa Buttercream Frosting
4 o0z. butter, softened to room temp (1 stick or 1/2 cup)
1/2 cup sifted unsweetened cocoa powder
3 cups sifted confectioners (powdered) sugar
1 tsp. vanilla
1/4 cup +/- milk as needed for consistency

recipe can be found on our
website:
www.lamorindaweekly.com If you
would like to share your favorite
recipe with Susie please contact her
by email or call our office at (925)
377-0977. Or visit

DIRECTIONS https://treksandbites.com

Cake

Prepare 24 regular muffin tins with cupcake liners. Preheat oven to 350 F.

Photo Susie Iventosch

Black Bottom Cupcakes with Cocoa Buttercream Frosting

By Susie Iventosch

I used to make black bottom
cupcakes with my grandmother
when I was a kid, and remem-
ber loving them so much. Being
both a chocolate and cheese-
cake lover, I guess that’s not
such a huge surprise. But I re-
cently learned that I'd never
made these delicious treats for
my own kids when they were
growing up, and that came as
quite a shock. When, T had a
hankering to make them the
other day, my son and daughter
had no idea what I was talking
about. What??? I thought I'd
made every, single recipe in the
family tome by the time they
left for college. But, apparently

not. I may need to pour over
those files again to see what
other fabulous recipes we’ve
missed. So for the very first
time, my adult children experi-
enced the joy of biting into
these cream cheese filled
chocolate cupcakes and they
loved them! This time, we
added a cocoa buttercream
frosting, because really, why
not? If you’re going decadent,
why not go all the way?

These are plenty delicious
if you don’t have time for the
frosting, but if you do frost
them, (highly recommend) just
one big swirl in the center will
do the trick, so you can still see
the marbled effect of the
chocolate cake batter and
cream cheese filling.

Place flour, sugar, cocoa powder, baking soda and salt in a large mixing bowl. Blend with a wire
whisk. Stir in water, oil, cider vinegar and vanilla and blend until smooth. Mix in chocolate chips. Set

aside.
Cream Cheese Filling

Put cream cheese and sugar in a mixing bowl and beat with electric beaters just until smooth. Add
egg and beat until integrated. Don’t over beat. Stir in vanilla and chocolate chips. Set aside.

Fill cupcake liners 1/3 full with cake batter. Using a large soup spoon, distribute cream cheese filling
evenly over the top of the cake batter.

Bake for 15-18 minutes, or until the cake is done and the cream cheese has sunk into the cupcakes.

Cool completely before frosting.

Frosting

Beat butter in a large mixing bowl or your standing mixer until creamy and fluffy. Stir cocoa powder
into butter using a fork. (If you use the beater, cocoa powder will fly everywhere!) Once the cocoa powder
is blended in, you can go back to using the beater.

Beat in powdered sugar, one cup at a time. Alternate cups of powdered sugar with a little bit of the
milk at a time. Stir in vanilla. (Note: if the frosting seems too runny, simply add a tablespoon or two of
powdered sugar to the frosting and if it is too stiff, add milk, just a spoonful at a time until you arrive at a

good spreading consistency.)

Using a pastry bag with a #824 tip and the complementary coupler, pipe the frosting into a beautiful
swirl just in the middle of each cupcake so you can still see the marbling of the chocolate and cream
cheese filling. If you don’t have a pastry bag and tip, simply drop a spoonful of frosting in the middle of
the top of each cupcake or spread the frosting with a knife.

Store cupcakes in an airtight container in the refrigerator. When ready to serve, allow to sit at room

temperature for about 10 minutes before serving.

—

A fa;nily of red fly aarics Amanita muscaria)

By Mona Miller, DVM

Wet winter weather brings
conditions perfect for soil
fungi to grow. The vast ma-
jority of the thousands of
types of mushrooms in the
United States are non-toxic,
but there are about 100
species that are toxic, and
even fatal. Unless you have
thorough knowledge and ex-
perience in identifying wild
mushrooms, it is best to re-
move these from the yard, or
even eliminate access by your
furry dog friend. Toxic mush-
rooms often tend to have look-
alike non-toxic counterparts,
so it can be very difficult to
tell the difference between
these. As a side note, dogs do
not necessarily make the as-
sociation between what they
have eaten and feeling sick, so
a dog can be a repeat mush-

bistock iages

room eater. Cats can also be
prone to mushroom toxicity,
but at a much lower level,
since they tend to be more
discriminating than dogs
when eating items in the yard.
Toxic mushrooms can
cause a variety of symptoms,
ranging from mild intestinal
upset to severe liver damage
to fatal neurologic disease. It
can take a matter of a few
hours to a few days for some
symptoms to develop. The
milder toxicities are generally
stomach upset, with nausea,
vomiting and diarrhea show-
ing within a few hours and
lasting a couple of days.
These cases usually resolve
with some supportive care
such as fluid supplementation,

Amanita phalloides

antacids and anti-nausea
medication.

A number of mushroom
species can cause initial in-
testinal upset within hours,
and then progress to severe
liver failure a few days later.
The most common species is
Amanita (“death cap” mush-
room is Amanita phalloides),
which is a look-alike mush-
room to other non-toxic
species. The classic Amanita
is the red cap covered in
creamy white dots. However,
there are Amanita species that
are dull gray and appear to be
“safe.”

Other types of mush-
rooms contain muscarine and
causes the SLUDGE set of
symptoms: salivation,

Here are some website resources to learn more:
Veterinarypartner.vin.com - Mushroom Poisoning in Dogs and Cats
https://veterinarypartner.vin.com/default.aspx?pid=19239&id=10020259
ASPCA https://www.aspcapro.org/resource/mushroom-poisoning-dogs

lacrimation (tearing from the
eyes), urination, diarrhea.
This set of symptoms is also
seen in some pesticides and
former flea control products.

The hallucinogenic mush-
rooms, such as the Psilocybe
species, are generally not life-
threatening when eaten by a
dog. However, these can
cause all kinds of neurologic
signs, as one would expect
from a hallucinogen — howl-
ing, wobbliness, rapid eye
movements (nystagmus), high
body temperature, and ab-
normal behavior.

Since mushroom identifi-
cation can be very difficult,
veterinary treatment is based
on a “worst case scenario”
until proven otherwise. Thus,

Warning for pets and people: Don’t eat the wild mushrooms!

a known mushroom ingestion
is cause for urgent/emergency
care. If your dog has eaten a
mushroom within the past
couple of hours, the veteri-
narian might give an injection
to make the dog vomit any-
thing still left in the stomach.
This patient should have
blood tests to monitor liver
values over the next few days,
fluid and medication support,
and monitoring for tremors or
seizures.

Dr. Mona Miller lives in
Lafayette with her son, two
cats and yellow Labrador. She
attended UC Berkeley as an
undergraduate, and received
her DVM from UC Davis. She
has been happy to call
Lafayette home since 2001.
She can be reached via email
at MonaSDVM@aol.com. She
welcomes questions from
readers that may get
incorporated into a column.

Garden Club presentation focuses on natural ways to rid gardens of pests

David George

Submitted by Caroline La Voie

The Orinda Garden Club will feature famed local master gardener David George,
who writes a monthly gardening column under the pen name The Naked Gardner.
George will be speaking about natural gardening and pest control at 10 a.m. Feb. 24.

George’s column, which is published in the Diablo Gazette, delves into eco-
friendly, all-natural gardening techniques. During the free virtual presentation,
George will speak about natural ways to deal with fruit snatching rodents and other
garden pests. To register, visit www.orindagc.org/community-meeting.html

Photo provided
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LAC calls for student artwork submissions

"Bad Day" (Best in Show, 2021)

Lamorinda students will have an opportunity to
show their artwork at the Orinda Library as part of
the 19th High School Visual Arts Competition and the
15th annual Arts Ambassadors exhibit, hosted by the
Lamorinda Arts Council.

The High School Visual Arts Competition offers
students a way to display work in 2D, 3D, photogra-
phy and digital arts. Last year’s winners included
Andrew Parker’s “Bad Day” (Best in Show), Yesenia
Del Cid’s “Virtual Jail House” (1st place, digital arts),
Lillia Hammond’s “One-Sided Love” (1st place, pho-
tography), Kate Lee’s “Division” (1st place, 2D) and
Leena Hobson’s “Alive” (1st place, 3D). Registration
is now open; deadline is at midnight on Feb. 22. Cash
awards and merit citations will be given and win-

ners, visit

Artist: Andrew Parker

ners will be featured in an in-person exhibit in the
Art Gallery at the Orinda Library during the month
of March and an online public exhibit from April
through February 2023. For information and regis-
tration, visit www.lamorindaarts.org/vac or call (925)
359-4490 with questions. To see all of last year’s win-

https:/lamorindaarts.org/past-winners-archive-vac/.
The 15th Arts Ambassadors In-Person Exhibit at
the Orinda Library Art Gallery features K-8 student
artwork from Orinda and Moraga schools, which will
be displayed during the month of February. Orinda
artwork is exhibited Feb. 1-15; Moraga artwork is
exhibited Feb. 15-28. Instead of a public reception to
award AA ribbons, art educators David Wilson of

"Virtual Jail House" (1st place, digital arts, 2021)

Artist: Yesenia Del Cid

Orinda and Moose Wesler of Moraga will award the
ribbons within the students’ classrooms. Learn more
at https://lamorindaarts.org/student-exhibits/.

In addition to the student exhibitions, the Lam-
orinda Arts Council invites you to view Valerie
Corvin’s virtual exhibit — “Whispers of the Heart” —
at www.lamorindaarts.org/online-galleries through
Feb. 28. Corvin has added new abstract work to her
show, which is held over from January. She said, “I
build layers of marks, first bold dark marks, and
then colorful shapes ... that communicate unique
shapes in nature.” In-person viewings can be
arranged by emailing Curator Aniston Breslin
at wildergallery@lamorindaarts.org.

—J. Wake

Rotary volunteers add some sparkle to Park Theater exterior

B g |

:H.

Photos Tom Black

Submitted by Thomas Black

A small army of volunteers spent the morning of Jan. 15 doing a thoroughgoing
scrub of the front exterior and sidewalk of the Park Theater in Lafayette. The
Lamorinda Sunrise Rotary club supplied its volunteers, the offer readily and en-
thusiastically accepted by the folks of the Park Theater Trust who have under-
taken a $5 million capital campaign to restore and renovate the theater.

“They attacked the exterior of the Park Theater on Saturday morning and
really made a huge difference in its appearance,” said Park Theater Trust board
member Tracey Karsten Farrell. “Obviously a long way to go ... but for now, the
building looks a lot tidier!” The volunteer’s work was done before noon, before
delivery of freebie sandwiches from Diablo Foods.

Target date for reopening to the public is the end of next year. The Park
opened originally in 1948, the same year as did the Orinda Theatre. For infor-
mation about the Park Theater Trust, visit parktheatertrust.org.

Commumty Service: we are pleased to make space available when-

ever possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service organizations to
submit news and information about their activities. Submissions may be sent to sto-
rydesk@lamorindaweekly.com with the subject header In Service to the Community.

Share Your Celebrations and Remembrances

If you would like to share an announcement about a special event or achievement,
such as a wedding, engagement, scholarship or graduation of a local resident, or
about a special person from Lamorinda who has passed, send a photo along with
your text (up to 250 words) to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com, and include “Cele-
brations and Remembrances” in the subject line.

Submit stories and story ideas to
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com

Our advertisers make our paper possible to print and
deliver free to your home. Please thank them and let
them know you saw

their ad.

Your publishers,
Andy and Wendy et
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ART

The Moraga Art Gallery
announces the opening of a
spirited new show,
"Singularities," a title derived
from the unique visions of the
show featured member
artists: Orinda’s Linh Kang
and Walnut Creek's Susan
Erickson. Feb. 2 to April 10,
also consists of paintings.
etchings, prints, ceramics,
jewelry, woodworking,
glasswork and photographs
by the gallery’s other
members and additional
guest artists. 432 Center
Street in Moraga's Rheem
Shopping Center, open
Wednesday through Sunday
from noon to 5 p.m.
www.moragaartcallery.com,
or call 925-376-5407.

Start the New Year by
viewing the Lamorinda Arts
Alliance exhibit, “New
Beginnings” at the aRt Cottage
in Concord, open Jan. 5 — Feb.
25. Please come meet the
artists at the reception on
Saturday, Jan. 8 from 2-4 p.m.
The gallery, located at 2238
Mt. Diablo Street, Concord, is
open, Tuesday-Friday 11
a.m.-5 p.m. and Saturday 1
a.m.-5 p.m. https://laadart.org.

19th High School Visual Arts
Competition Registration is
Open! Registration is open for
the High School Visual Arts
Competition (HSVAC).
Deadline is midnight, Feb. 22.

Cash awards, merit citations,
in-person exhibit in the Art
Gallery at the Orinda Library
and online public exhibit.
Hosted by the Lamorinda Arts
Council. For information and
registration, visit
www.lamorindaarts.org/vac.
Questions? Call 925.359.4490.

Art Gallery at the Orinda
Library: 15th Arts
Ambassadors In-Person
Exhibit. The Lamorinda Arts
Council features K-8 student
artwork from Orinda and
Moraga schools in its 15th
Arts Ambassadors exhibit in
the Art Gallery at the Orinda
Library during February.
Orinda artwork is exhibited
Feb. 1 -15; Moraga artwork is
exhibited Feb. 15 - 28. Instead
of a public reception to award
AA ribbons, art educators
David Wilson of Orinda and
Moose Wesler of Moraga will
award the ribbons within the
students’ classroom. Learn
more at
https://lamorindaarts.org/
student-exhibits/.

Art Gallery at Wilder:
Virtual Exhibit — Abstract
Artist Valerie Corvin Held
Over. The Lamorinda Arts
Council invites you to view
Valerie Corvin’s virtual
exhibit at

www.lamorindaarts.org/online-

galleries through Feb. 28. She
has added new abstract work
to her show, which is held
over from January. Corvin

builds "layers of marks, first
bold dark marks, and then
colorful shapes ... that
communicate unique shapes
in nature.” For in-person
viewings, email Aniston
Breslin at wildergallery@
lamorindaarts.org.

LITERATRE

February events at Orinda
Books, 276 Village Square,
Orinda: Thursday, Feb. 3 at 11
a.m. Pat's Book Club will read
and discuss via Zoom “We
Run The Tides” by Vendela
Vida. Sign up at
info@orindabooks.com or call
925-254-7606 for the Zoom
link.

THEATER

“Cinderella’s Wedding”
performs at the Lesher Center
for the Arts, 1601 Civic Drive
in Walnut Creek.
Performances are: Friday,
Feb. 11 at 7:30 p.m. and
Saturday, Feb. 12 at 2 p.m. &
7:30 p.m. Single tickets are on
sale ($25 - $52) with senior
and youth pricing available.
Diablo Ballet will also present
a virtual option, which will be
a recording of the live
performance, streaming Feb.
18 - 27 and available for
viewing at any time during
this timeframe. Price $37 per
household. For in theatre or
virtual tickets, call
925-943-SHOW (7469) or visit
www.lesherartscenter.org or

www.diabloballet.org. For a
link to the Lesher Center for
the Arts safety protocols that
are currently in place, please
visit:
www.lesherartscenter.org.

OTHER

AAUW-OML is sponsoring
two Girls4STEM webinars for
high school girls. “Why
Studying Materials Science is
Like Playing Tetris” presented
by Maritza Sanchez, PhD
Candidate, Materials Science
and Engineering, will be held
on Sunday, Feb. 6 at 4 p.m.
Sheryl Mordo, P.E., B.S., Civil
Engineering from UC Davis,
will talk about her career
path from math classes in
high school to a career as a
construction project engineer
and manager at Intuit, one of
the world’s largest business
software companies, with an
internship at DisneyWorld
along the way. Her webinar
is on Sunday, March 6 at 4
p-m. Get more information at
https://oml-ca.aauw.net/
girls4stem-webinars/

Acalanes High School Class
of 1971 - 50 year reunion.
April 9, at the Coop in
LaFiesta Square. For more
information please contact:
Katrina Neblett Silvani
71Acalanes@gmail.com

Registration for the free
online Bringing Back the
Natives Garden Tour and

WILLOWSPRNG

Practical biblical teaching, contemporary
worship, come as you are.

www.willowspringchurch.com
1689 School St. Moraga | 925-376-3550

10:45 AM Sunday Service

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

Virtual free talk on the power
of spiritual healing
Overview of Christian Science
February 20 - 2:00 pm
www.christianscienceorinda.org

Maosaga Valley Presbytetan Church

mvpe

JOIN US SUNDAYS AT 9:30
INDOORS & ON THE PATIO

OR OMLINE AT MYPCTODAY.ORG

Lafayette United Methodist Church
955 Moraga Road 925.284.4765 thelumc.org

Sunday 10am in person worship
We are a church that strives to love as Jesus loves.

Our congregation welcomes, includes, and affirms everyone
on their journey of faith regardless of race, ethnicity, age,
economic status, physical and mental ability,
sexual orientation or gender identity.

Lamorinda’s Religious Services

Please join us!

AWELCOMING = LOVING

COMMUNITY OF FAITH
ma | EARNS, GROWS, AND SERVES

TOGETHER.

LOPC.ORG

L rpefie-Urarls Preddrderisn Ll farch

FiGav

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church

433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422
www.holyshepherd.org

ONLINE WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Facebook Premiere Community Worship
every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Go to
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/

WORSHIP SCHEDULE In person worship
at 9:30 a.m. Live stream on
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/

Visit our website to access the current
and recent sermons.

OUR SAVIOR'S
UTHERAN CHURCH
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St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
An Open, Affirming & Loving Community
In-Person & Virtual service Sun. at 9:00 AM
If someone would like to be added to our Zoom invitation
please call 925-284-7420 or email cathy.w@stanselms.us
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, www.stanselms.us

|2

St Stephen’s

-u Worshiping, Learning, Serving
www.ststephensorinda.org

Episcopal Church

ST MARK’S CHURCH
OF ORINDA & MORAGA

Sunday Service at 10 a.m.

& 451 Moraga Way, Orinda
www.stmarksorinda.org |
All Are Welcome

(925) 254-5965

Green Home Features
Showecase is now open. This
year there will be four days of
inspiration: two days online,
and two days in-person. This
tour will also showcase green
home features. Saturday and
Sunday, April 16 and 17 from
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Bestselling
author Doug Tallamy will kick
off the April 16 event. The
online Tour will feature
beautiful, water-conserving
native plant gardens, as well
as visits to homes with Tesla
solar panels and Powerwall
backup batteries, heat pumps
for heating and cooling the
house and heating water,
induction ranges, and more.
www.BringingBackthe
Natives.net

GARDEN

The Montelindo Garden
Club, membership open to
all, presents landscape
designer Katie Creighton
talking about Early Bloomers
— the Harbingers of Spring,
Feb. 18, email
montelindogarden@aol.com
to learn if the meeting is via
Zoom and to request a link.
For further information,
including times and in-person
location, see the website at
montelindogarden.com.
Programs are free and open
to the public. Masks and
proof of vaccination,
including booster, are
required for in-person events.
10 a.m. via Zoom; 9 a.m. if in
person at the Lafayette
Library, 3491 Mt Diablo Blvd.,
Lafayette.

Free Seed Library at
Moraga Public Library (1500
St Mary's Road), to open Feb.
15 for Lamorinda residents to
obtain free veggie, flower,
herb and milkweed seed.
Plant seeds indoors 6 -8
weeks for plants ready to go
into the garden at last frost
(typically April 15 in Moraga).
Six packets per visit. A joint
venture of Moraga Garden
Club and the Moraga Library.
For info or to help:
MoragaSeedLibrary@
gmail.com

The Orinda Garden Club is
pleased to host a free online
discussion with famed local
master gardener and writer,
David George, who will
discuss natural ways to deal
with fruit snatching rodents
and other pests in our
gardens at 10 a.m. Thursday,
Feb. 24. George is a famed
local master gardener with
UC and Contra Costa County
and a writer. His monthly
sustainable gardening
column is featured in the
Diablo Gazette, known by his
pen name, The Naked
Gardener. Naked from
pesticides, not clothing! His
column delves into
eco-friendly, all-natural
gardening techniques. For
more information and to
register (required to attend)
please visit:
www.orindagc.org/
community-meeting.html

Moraga Garden Club. Feb.
17 general meeting program
“Good Bug, Bad Bug, features
Master Gardener John Pike.
Anyone is welcome to join on
this Zoom meeting. Please,
contact moragagardenclub@
gmail.com and you will be
provided a Zoom link. New in
Town? Want to learn about
our organization, improve
your gardening skills,
volunteer or join? See our
website:
www.moragagardenclub.com
for more information.

Please submit
events to:

calendar@
lamorinda
weekly.com
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UGSF Benioff Children’s Hospitals

Sports Medicine Center for Young Athletes

www.lamorindaweekly.com

WALNUT CREEK
(925) 979-3430

OAKLAND
(510) 428-3558

SAN FRANCISCO SAN RAMON
(415) 353-2808 (925) 979-3430

We’re here for you

LAM®R

Lamorinda football teams represented on All-Bay Area Teams,
led by Coach of the Year Kevin Macy

Kevin Macy in 2019

By Jon Kingdon

After six games this season,
with a 3-3 record and having
been shut out twice, Cam-
polindo’s streak of nine, 10-
win seasons (not including
last year’s 6-0 record) and
making the playoffs were
certainly in doubt. With so
many ready to abandon what
was perceived as a sinking
ship, head coach Kevin Macy
righted that ship and won
their next seven games, win-
ning the North Coast Section
before finally losing in the
state semifinals to Mc-
Clymonds High School, the
ultimate state champion.
Performances like this are
what get you named Coach of
the Year.

Coming in the 2021 sea-
son with a team that had
graduated 24 seniors and
having only one returning
starter (Elijah Klock) on of-

Photo Gint Federas

fense and one returning
starter (Bradley Nestal), Macy
was as surprised as anyone at
the development of the team
from the start. “There was no
evidence that we were going
to get the production that we
did when we started,” Macy
said. “With what this team
was able to do those last
seven games, it might be the
most unique season we ever
had.”

With junior Dashiell
Weaver establishing himself
as the starting quarterback, it
was a group effort at the skill
positions with four running
backs gaining at least 100
yards (led by Max Rittman
with 731 yards) and 14 differ-
ent players that had at least
one carry. There were six re-
ceivers with at least 10 recep-
tions (led by Robbie
Mascheroni with 70 recep-
tions) and 12 different players
that caught passes.

The only serious in-
juries were to running back
Greg Palamountain and
cornerback Ryan Mandel,
so the team’s lack of depth
at the key positions was not
an issue. “The biggest se-
cret of the year was that we
stayed healthy,” Macy said.
“We used only five offen-
sive linemen and 13 players
on defense all season.”

Macy did not allow the
team to stay focused on the
early season losses: “We
made sure to make the kids
put those games behind
them. It became a collective
to not panic when things
would start going bad.”

In some ways this team
could be compared to the
2011 Campolindo that also
made it to the state semifi-
nals after two prior 5-6 sea-
sons. “Both teams started
the year as anonymous en-
tities with low expecta-
tions, though the 2011 team
did have more playmak-
ers,” Macy said. “Both
teams were underdogs
through the NCS playoff
runs.”

It’s a year that Macy
will long remember:
“There was not one player
on this team that did not
overachieve from our ini-
tial expectations with
unique stories for each of
them. They all came
through in one way or the
other. There was magic
with this team and we’re
still trying to figure out
how it happened. This
season is going to keep us
entertained for a long
time.”

Quarterbacks

Honorable Mention

Luke Souza, Acalanes, senior

Passing: 200/301/3145/66.4%/38 TD/8 INT RUSHING 34/28 2 TD’S
Honorable Mention

Luke Duncan, Miramonte, junior

Passing statistics — 203/356/2949 yds/57.0%/30 TDs/12 INTs RUSHING:
Wide Receivers

Second team

Robbie Mascheroni, Campolindo, 6-3, 185, junior

Athletes

Second team

Tyler Dutto, Miramonte, 6-4, 210, senior

Receptions 67/1240/18.5/15 TD’S Defense 19T 1 Tackle for loss 4 Ints.
Linebackers

Second team

Sam Ross, Miramonte, 6-4, 225, senior

Tackles: 93 Tackles 24 Tackles for loss 3.5 Sacks Rushing
36/288/8.0/5 TD’S

Defensive Line

Honorable Mention

Elijah Klock, Campolindo, senior

Macy: “Klock was the guy that held it together for our offensive and
defensive lines.”

LMYA SWIM TEAM

Registration Opens February 1

- Sunday Stroke Clinics begin March 6
(stroke specific sessions)

- April Conditioning begins April 12t

(get in swim shape!)

f
LIMYAswim

< Summer Swim Team begins May 3"

Parent Informational Meeting
May 2

www.lmyaswim.com
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Campolindo outlasts Miramonte 55-46 after 1.5-hour blackout

#5 Shane O’Reilly - Campolindo, #1 Clay Naffziger -
Campolindo, #24 Tyler Dutto - Miramonte

By Jon Kingdon

A rivalry game is one thing.
It’s quite another when the
opposing team’s records com-
ing into the game are a com-
bined 34-3 (Campolindo 17-1),
(Miramonte 17-2). To add to
the uniqueness of this
matchup, with 7:47 left in the
second period and Miramonte

ahead 14-11, a car accident on
Moraga Road cut the electric-
ity, leaving the gym only lit up
by the flashlights from the
spectators' cell phones.

With no idea when the
electricity would be restored,
the coaches were preparing
for the game to resume later
that evening or seeing it sus-
pended to the next day. “I told
our players to relax and get

’l

From left: #3 Marcus Robinson #15 James Frye
and #23 Caden Breznikar

off their feet because I didn’t
want the lactic acid to build
up in their bodies,” Mira-
monte head coach Chris Lav-
diotis said. “We did have a
couple of players that
cramped up late in the game,
though they did get through
it.”

Campolindo head coach
Steven Dyer took a similar
tact: “I told our players to stay

loose and then after a while,
we considered going to one of
the parent’s homes and would
then come back if the lights
came back on. Chris and I
agreed that if the rest of the
game were postponed, we
would start again at noon the
next day. We were about five
minutes from announcing a
postponement when the lights
came back on.”

Photos Will Bergen

The lights went out at 7:25
p-m. and came back on at 8:25
p-m., and after both teams
warmed up, the game began
again at 8:50 p.m. In the
fourth quarter, there was a
personnel shortage on the
floor so Campolindo’s Aidan
Mahaney and Cade Bennett
took it upon themselves to use
the sweat mop to dry the floor
themselves.

Miramonte started the
game very aggressively, lead-
ing at the end of the first
quarter 14-8. “We wanted to
come out and hit them in the
mouth (figuratively), but we
wanted to stay under control,”
Lavdiotis said.

After a driving layup by
Bennett at the buzzer put
Campolindo ahead 22-21 at
the half, the intensity for both
teams remained at peak level
to the conclusion of the game.
Coming into the game, Cam-
polindo had connected on
43% of their 3-point shots
during the season and their
talent in this area proved to
be a key in the ultimate out-
come of the game. With 2:40
left in the game and Cam-
polindo leading 43-41, the
Cougars hit four consecutive
3-point shots (Bennett, Clay
Naffziger, Shane O’Reilly and
Mahaney) to close out the
scoring.

Mahaney had an unchar-
acteristicly off night, finishing
with only 8 points but he led
the team with seven assists
and five rebounds. O’Reilly
led the Cougars with 19 points
and Bennett scored 15 points
and had five rebounds. The
Cougars were playing short-
handed due to injuries, play-
ing without Logan Robeson
(foot) and Justin Yasukochi
(wrist).

... continued on Page C4
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Science Tutoring by Stanford Grad./
Credentialed Teacher/Prof,, 15 yrs exp.:
MoragaAcademicConsulting.com

Help Wanted

VP of Construction Innovation
sought by Rhumbix, Inc., Orinda,
CA to prvd ovrsght for dvipmt
of sftwr pltfrm in context of
emerging cnstrctn innovation

& mgmt. trends, etc. Will travel
40% US & or Int’l. Deg'd applcnts
exp'd w/ cnstructn co’s, etc.,
send resume to drew@rhumbix.
com & refer to “VPC|"

| House Cleaning |

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Announcements Announcements

NEW AUTHORS WANTED!
Page Publishing will help you
self-publish your own book.
FREE author submission kit!
Limited offer! Why wait? Call
now: 1-855-667-0380 (Cal-SCAN)

UPDATE YOUR HOME with
Beautiful New Blinds & Shades.
FREE in-home estimates make it
convenient to shop from home.
Professional installation. Top
quality - Made in the USA.

Call for free consultation:
1-877-438-0330. Ask about our
specials! (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR OR
TRUCK TO HERITAGE FOR THE
BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax
Deductible, Free Towing, All
Paperwork Taken Care Of. CALL
1-844-491-2884 (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CARTO KIDS
Fast Free Pickup - Running or
Not - 24 Hour Response -
Maximum Tax Donation — Help
Find Missing Kids!

Call 1-888-491-1453. (Cal-SCAN)

Brush Removal &
Tree Trimming
to satisfy Moraga Orinda
Fire District’s regulations
Free estimates!
925-938-9836

licensed, bonded & insured.
CA#667491

www.kensrototilling.com

Custom Quality Fencing

REDWOOD FENCING

= -._._“" | 925.938-9836

* Good Neighbor Fence

» Deer Fencing

« Picket/Split Rail

* RV Gates

« Trellis and Arbors

* Retaining Walls
 Insurance/Storm Repairs

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule a
FREE LeafFilter estimate today.
15% off Entire Purchase. 10%
Senior & Military Discounts.
Call 1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

Java Fence (925) 957 1628
Decks, Hog Wire, Arbors,
Stairs, Trellis, Deer Fence,

Chicken coop, Green house

CCL 880556, Free Est

Become a Published Author.
We want to Read Your Book!

Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by

Authors Since 1920. Book
manuscript submissions cur-
rently being reviewed. Com-
prehensive Services: Consulta-
tion, Production, Promotion
and Distribution. Call for Your
Free Author's Guide
1-877-538-9554 or visit
http://dorranceinfo.com/Cali
(Cal-SCAN)

Cable/Internet Services

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/

month w/12-mo agmt. Includes
1TB of data per month. Get
More For Your High-Speed
Internet Thing. Ask us how to
bundle and SAVE! Geo & svc
restrictions apply. Call us today
1-855-397-7909. (Cal-SCAN)

Structural Repairs

Since 1989
Alameda Engineering
DRAINAGE SYSTEMS
RETAINING WALLS
FOUNDATIONS
UNDERPINNING
LANDSLIDE REPAIRS

510-537-6550
General Engineering Contractors
Lic. # 562641
alamedaengineering@comcast.net
alameda-engineering.com

Cable/Satellite TV

DIRECTYV - Watch your favorite
live sports, news and enter-
tainment anywhere. More top
premium channels than DISH.
Restrictions apply. Call IVS -
1-888-641-5762. (Cal-SCAN)

SAVE BIG on HOME INSUR-
ANCE! Compare 20 A-rated
insurances companies. Geta
guote within minutes. Aver-
age savings of $444/year! Call
1-844-410-9609! (M-F 8am-
8pm Central) (Cal-SCAN)

Real Estate Wanted

KC BUYS HOUSES

Fastest Cash- Any Condition!
Residential and Commercial
Cash in 72 hours! Family owned
and operated 25 years.
1-909-536-2060

Tile Setting

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters
Cliff 510-697-1125

* Quetzal Handyman

r NO JOBTOO SMALL
Electrical, plumbing,
! concrete, driveways & more...
Please call Carlos Toledo
510-689-7490

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

WE HOP TO IT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

$15 per 1/2" classified ad height. Email to:

classified@lamorindaweekly.com

Miscellaneous

The difference in winning and
losing market share is how
businesses use their advertising
dollars. We deliver the largest
consortium of trusted news
publishers in California and
beyond. For more info on multi-
market solutions call Cecelia @
(916) 288-6011 or
cecelia@cnpa.com

The difference in winning and
losing market share is how
businesses use their advertising
dollars. Mark Twain said, “Many
a small thing has been made
large by the right kind of ad-
vertising”. So why spend your
hard-earned dollars on social
media where you already have
an audience? For more info call
Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 or
cecelia@cnpa.com

Financial Services

Over $10K in Debt? Be debt
free in 24 to 48 months. No
upfront fees to enroll. A+ BBB
rated. Call National Debt Relief
1-888-231-4274. (Cal-SCAN)

Real Estate Loans

RETIRED COUPLE $555$ for
business purpose Real Estate
loans. Credit unimportant. V.I.P.
Trust Deed Company www.vip-
loan.com Call 1-818-248-0000.
Broker-principal DRE 01041073.
No consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

Looking for assisted living,
memory care, or independent
living? A Place for Mom sim-
plifies the process of finding
senior living at no cost to your
family. Call 1-844-741-0130
today. (Cal-SCAN)

LONG DISTANCE MOVING:
Call today for a FREE QUOTE
from America’'s Most Trusted
Interstate Movers. Let us take
the stress out of moving! Speak
to a Relocation Specialist, call
844-857-1737 (Cal-SCAN)

$15 per 1/2" classified ad

height. Email to: classified@
lamorindaweekly.com




What is LMYA
Basketball doing?

®
LMYA basketball is a recreational basketball league for boys and MY
girls ranging in age from 1st — 8th grade. Our emphasis in the
program is to maximize each child’s participation through a 3-on-3
structure. This allows each child to dribble, pass, shoot, and defend
much more often than in 5-on-5 basketball. We emphasize learning
basketball fundamentals while developing a solid understanding of
team offensive and defensive strategies. Currently, the majority of
our practices and games are held outside on blacktop courts giving an
organized “playground” atmosphere. Recently we held the first of our 3v3 tournaments at
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School. Our second tournament will be held in late February
and serve as our League Championships.

BASKETBALL

photos by Arlyne Noguera

www.Ilmyasports.com
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Campolindo outlasts Miramonte 55-46 after 1.5-hour blackout

... continued from Page C2

Both are expected to return to
the active roster prior to the
playoffs.

Tyler Dutto defended Ma-
haney all evening before foul-
ing out with three minutes left
in the game. “Tyler was ultra-
aggressive which is why we
were able to hold Mahaney to
only 8 points,” Lavdiotis said.

While acknowledging
Dutto’s defense on Mahaney,
Dyer highlighted Mahaney’s
overall play: “Dutto is a good
defensive player. Aidan did

force some shots, but he really
made the right plays down the
stretch with three big assists
(on the 3-point shots at the
end) and he also made the fi-
nal 3-point shot of the game.”
The Matadors were led by
James Frye, who had 16 points
and 10 rebounds, and Caden
Breznikar who scored 15
points, 10 rebounds and held
center Matt Radell to 4 points.
Despite the loss, Mira-
monte walked off the court
with their heads held high.
“We were disappointed in los-
ing but we were not upset at

losing the game,” Lavdiotis
said. “I had told our players,
‘Let’s make sure that when we
walk out of the gym, Cam-
polindo will know that they
are going to have a tough
game coming when we play
them in two weeks,” and we
accomplished that. We know
that we can beat them, and
they know that we can beat
them.”

Both teams set up their
schedules in preparation for
games like this and the up-
coming playoffs. At the end of
the year, Miramonte will have

played 11 schools rated in the
top 100 in the state and Cam-
polindo will have played 15
teams in that category as well.
“I told our players that we
were going to have a chal-
lenging schedule and they
loved it,” Lavdiotis said. “The
purpose of all of this is that
we want to make a run at the
state tournament. Our first
goal is to be the No. 1 seed in
Division III, which we are
right now. Our second goal is
to qualify for the state tourna-
ment and our ultimate goal is
to win the whole thing. All of

Submit stories to

sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com

(we prefer to receive your original photo file,
minimum size: 200 dpi and 1200 pixels wide)

these games, like the one we
just played, are to allow us to
play as tough a schedule as we
could to prepare for any
situation.”

Dyer is just as focused on
the team’s singular concern,
which is to win another state
championship. “We obviously
want to win every game, but
our main goal is to be pre-
pared to play the really good
teams in the state
tournament.”

Love Latayette

MARK BELLINGHAM
PAINTING

HIRE A LOCAL NAME YOU
CAN TRUST

925-247-0092

MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Interior & Exterior Painting Deck & Fence Restoration
Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinet Painting Dry Rot Repair
Light Carpentry Drywall Repair

For a Quick Preliminary Estimate

.

Lafayette Glass Co. Inc.

- Frameless Shower Glass
- Shower Enclosures

« Custom Mirrors

"

« New Windows/Patio Doors
« Replacement & Installation

After 30 years of service, we are
proud to reintroduce ourselves
as Anthony's Custom Picture
Framers. Family owned and
operated since 1991. Anthony
and Tony look forward to seeing
you soon and assisting you with
all your framing needs.

1020 Brown Ave, Suite A Monday by Appointment Only

Email Photos of Project to:
Office@MarkBellinghamPainting.com

See our Reviews on NextDoor, Houzz & YELP

Local Business Owner - Since 1985 - Licensed & Insured

3375 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette
next to Premier Kitchens, USE DYER STREET TO ENTER

925-284-9510

www.lafayetteglasscompany.com | CSLB # 489426, CSLB # 795837

LEATHER AND SHOE CARE

Bring in this ad for 25% off"
Leather Cleaning

3622 Mt. Diablo Bivd, Lafayette (925) 284-4809
Open: Tues-Fri 10-5; Sat 10-4

*exp. 9/30/22

The UPS Store s

Hours: Our location:
Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00 3527 Mt Diablo Bivd
Sat 9-5, Sun closed Lafayette, CA 94549
v~ Shipping v“Notary Services

v" Copying, Finishing v Postal Services
v Printing Services v’ Business Services
store0202@theupsstore.com

www.theUpsStorelLocal.com/0202

Piano Studio
Kﬂgs to sueeess

Piano Lessons in Lafayette with
professional ins " MTAC member:
Competition, CM exam Preparation.

Rita Yegiazaryan
925-323-8969

ryegiazaryan@yahoo.com

1060 Sierra Vista Way, Lafayette

Lafayette Auto Body, Inc.

www.lafayetteautobody.com

3291 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette (925) 283-3421

Making Bay Area I-|°“‘°|"', 46
Beautiful Sin€®

! lodi ett’s '
FLOOR COVERING

“Quality and Service Since 1946”  Abbey Carpet.

Lic. # 177588

Owner

www.blodgetts.com

3291 Mt. Diablo Ct., Lafayette 925.284.4807

Lafayette, CA 94549
92592837620

anthonysCPF.com

Tues-Sat 10:30 am to 6:00 pm
By Appointment Only

$30 off your next order with this ad!

Wiare Designs

%q %ﬂf/]y dinee 197 7

* Custom Designs
* Expert Repairs
* Free Ring cleaning

* Appraisals
* Pearl Restringing

All your jewelry is insured with Jeweler’s Block Insurance.
N N = - N . - 1

$5 off Watch Battery :
Reg $15, Now $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 2/28/22. Usually installed while you wait. I

I N . - -\W/cwoﬁe“ﬁéﬂonwplh EE N - - ‘
3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette between Trader Joes & the Post Office
283-2988 www.waredesigns.com Tues-Sat 10-5

\LAFAYETTE
i PHYSICAL THERAPY 2

Orthopedics e Sports Rehab e Geriatrics
Mention the Lamorinda Weekly for a

Com/:[imenfary Consultation

3468 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Ste B110, Lafayette, CA
925-284-6150 www.LafayettePT.com

Watch for Shop Orinda Feb. 16
Call for Advertising 925.377.0977
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Lamorinda Home Sales

Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian
Time to prune roses

The lavender-hued Angel Face rose.

Photos Cynthia Brian
By Cynthia Brian

“I love to prune my roses. That’s the one thing I really feel I do pretty well!”
~ Julie Andrews

My roses are still blooming, and the bushes are filled with leaves. Yet,
it is February and time to do the heavy pruning. My grapevines are al-
ready pruned, but I've been waiting for my roses to remember it is win-
ter before I cut them back. Towards the middle to end of January used to
be the optimum weeks to prune roses. Last year, I didn’t prune until late
February and this year will be the same. Pruning any later in the season
will deplete the plant’s energy resulting in spindly shoots. Normally
within two months of pruning, the roses are once again touting their fra-
grant flowers. I gave over 100 canes of my various roses to my neighbor
last season. She rooted three or four canes per container of potting soil
and by May those canes were blooming.

Ah, roses. They are one of nature’s super spectacular specimens. Fos-
sil evidence in Oregon and Montana indicates that the rose dates back at
least 35 million years, long before humans appeared on the landscape.
Cultivation probably began in China more than 5,000 years ago. In the
17th century, roses and rose water were used as payment for goods and

barter. Late in the 18th century, China introduced cultivated roses to Eu-
rope. Throughout history, roses have been used for perfume, medicine,
symbolism, and legal tender.

For many years, I've had the privilege of chatting with various expert
rosarians across the globe. The one piece of advice that is common to all
is the recommendation to lose the fear of pruning. Although there are
guidelines for proper pruning, if you make a mistake, or don’t follow the
directions, most likely the rose bush will survive despite your best efforts
to give it a bad cut.

The reasons for pruning are numerous. Pruning does the following:
Creates a plant that will flower with high-quality bloom:s.

Shapes the bush into an attraction that fits with the garden.

Removes deadwood and diseased stems.

Removes canes that are weak or rubbing against one another.
Stimulates new growth.

Pruning is cathartic and good for the soul of humans! It is a garden
chore that I always encourage a homeowner to do herself as opposed to
hiring someone to do this chore.
Tools of the trade include
heavy-duty garden gloves, a
sharp-edged pruning shear, and
long-handled loppers for those
thick canes. Sterilize your tools
before you begin the task, then
get up close and personal.

How to Prune:

Most roses are not fussy
when it comes to how they are
pruned. Repeat flowering shrub
and bush roses are the most
forgiving. English roses, hybrid
teas, floribundas, patio, and
miniatures can be pruned simi-
larly. Reduce their height by 1/3
to 2/3 depending on how you
want your plant to look and
how tall you want the plant to
grow. Thin stems to aid in dis-
ease control.

Uk wh e

- 15': 1 o |
A rose blooms from a cane planted in

... continued on Page D10 > -
potting soil.



VLATKA BATHGATE

IF I HAD A BUYER FORYOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?
Call me at 925 597 1573

Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com

CalBRE#01390784
:]

TASASYin

VLATKA GETS RESULTS ALL OVER THE EAST BAY
Sale Pending, Representing Seller

461 Woodminster Dr, Moraga

Modern, stylish townhouse, 2 bed/|.5 baths, approx 1474
sqft, updated with expansive deck ideal for indoor/outdoor

VLATKA CAN HELPYOUWITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.
WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

©2021 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

City Last reported Lowest amount Highest amount
LAFAYETTE 14 $1,130,000 $4,850,000
MORAGA 5 $420,000 $1,885,000
ORINDA 6 $1,575,000 $2,995,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

110 Camelia Lane, $2,395,000, 4 Bdrms, 3788 SqFt, 1984 YrBlt, 12-17-21,
Previous Sale: $1,500,000, 09-04-19

157 Castle Court, $2,525,000, 4 Bdrms, 2711 SqFt, 1969 YrBlt, 12-21-21

1819 Del Rio Drive, $1,260,000, 4 Bdrms, 1590 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 12-22-21,
Previous Sale: $775,000, 02-10-21

1000 Dewing Avenue #317, $1,260,000, 3 Bdrms, 1525 SqFt,
2017 YrBlt, 12-23-21

1029 Dolores Drive, $1,800,000, 3 Bdrms, 1701 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 12-15-21,
Previous Sale: $375,000, 03-14-05

501 Florence Drive, $1,910,000, 4 Bdrms, 1819 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 12-21-21,
Previous Sale: $849,000, 02-23-21

166 Haslemere Court, $1,130,000, 3 Bdrms, 2025 SqFt, 1988 YrBlt, 12-17-21,
Previous Sale: $245,500, 03-01-88

3969 Los Arabis Drive, $1,900,000, 4 Bdrms, 2437 SqFt, 1955 YrBIt, 12-21-21

3369 North Lucille Lane, $1,550,000, 2 Bdrms, 1651 SqFt, 1954 YrBIt, 12-20-21

928 Oak Street, $1,475,000, 2 Bdrms, 1304 SqFt, 1947 YrBlt, 12-17-21,
Previous Sale: $1,025,000, 07-11-18

1014 Pine Lane, $2,200,000, 3 Bdrms, 3102 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 12-15-21,
Previous Sale: $700,000, 03-15-00

1031 Pleasant Hill Road, $1,800,000, 4 Bdrms, 2609 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 12-22-21,
Previous Sale: $1,300,000, 05-05-21

30 Sanford Lane, $4,850,000, 5 Bdrms, 4906 SqFt, 2006 YrBlt, 12-21-21,
Previous Sale: $4,000,000, 06-22-20

3326 Vaughn Road, $1,150,000, 3 Bdrms, 1152 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 12-21-21,
Previous Sale: $950,000, 02-26-18

MORAGA

72 Corliss Drive, $1,885,000, 4 Bdrms, 1870 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 12-21-21

1069 Larch Avenue, $1,650,000, 4 Bdrms, 1420 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 12-23-21

651 Moraga Road #19, $529,000, 2 Bdrms, 1144 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 12-14-21,
Previous Sale: $280,000, 04-23-02

296 Scofield Drive, $1,325,000, 3 Bdrms, 1833 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 12-21-21

800 Villa Lane #4, $420,000, 2 Bdrms, 882 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 12-23-21,
Previous Sale: $385,000, 06-14-07

ORINDA

26 Berkeley Avenue, $1,575,000, 4 Bdrms, 1750 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 12-20-21,
Previous Sale: $1,020,100, 03-09-16

55 El Toyonal, $2,600,000, 4 Bdrms, 2514 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 12-21-21

222 Hall Drive, $1,575,000, 3 Bdrms, 2154 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 12-22-21

11 La Fond Lane, $2,350,000, 4 Bdrms, 2875 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 12-14-21,
Previous Sale: $1,260,000, 10-12-12

20 Valley Drive, $1,525,000, 4 Bdrms, 1913 SqFt, 1948 YrBIt, 12-15-21

36 Valley Drive, $2,995,000, 4 Bdrms, 3832 SqFt, 2000 YrBlt, 12-16-21,
Previous Sale: $1,660,000, 03-16-01



Living, loving, and listing

ORINDA

Housing inventory is at record lows + Buyer’s are in high demand -
Yweat time to list
If you are thinking of selling your home, IT IS GO TIME! Call me for more information on the pulse of our local
market, estimated value of your home, and how | can help you.

9 have a proven track record of, success! tot's chat!

12 years of experience

Amy Rose Smith
Partner, Village Associates FINDING THE FIT

925.212.3897
amy@amyrosesmith.com . . .
www.amyrosesmith.com

O
CalBRE: #01855059  [f AMYROSESMITH 2n 2007 buyers and sellers

$400m, total sales

villageassociates.com | @villageassociates \/|||a§e 925.254.0505 | It's Village. Of Course.

ASSOCIATES




DUDUM

Chistinetive € S yepperties

CDUDUM
BE&SL BRTATE BEOWUE
DRE# 01882902
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WWW.DUDUM.COM

ADAM HAMALIAN
COMING SOON

JUST LISTED

925.708.5630
DRE# 01917597

750 CAMINO RICARDO, MORAGA
CALL FOR DETAILS
MATT MCLEOD | 925.464.6500

2 CLOVER LANE, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $2,890,000

CAROLYN WAY

AVAILABLE FOR LEASE

= ad

925.890.4115
DRE# 00947460

CHRISTINA LINEZO

OFFERED AT $1,849,000
KAAREN BRICKMAN | 925.351.5049

PENDING PENDING

, . .
= = a

$6,800 / MONTH

415.425.3085

DRE# 01964989

JOY WIEHN

252 CLYDESDALE, DANVILLE
OFFERED AT $1,550,000
RUTH EDDY | 925.788.5449

4153771884
DRE# 02047712

KAAREN BRICKMAN

2470 CABALLO RANCHERO, DIABLO
SOLD FOR $3,450,000
B.HURLBUT/J. DEL SANTO | 925.818.5500

SOLD FOR $4,400,000

925.351.5049
DRE# 01932119

LAUREN DEAL PAMELA & DON

HURLBUT TEAM LISA TICHENOR LORI LEGLER MATT MCLEOD COLOMBANA
—
t“r_ ¥ i
L] - i
#.f\] Al !
| ol ] |

925.876.4671

DRE#02060294

925.285.1093

DRE# 01478540

925.286.1244
DRE# 00805732

925.464.6500
DRE# 01310057

925.878.8047
DRE# 01979180/01979181

L. LEGLER & C. HATA | 510.912.5882

2700 MIRANDA AVENUE, ALAMO

DON & PAMELA COLOMBANA 925.878.8047

1030 BROWN AVENUE, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $1,049,000
MATT MCLEOD | 925.464.6500

16 HILLSIDE DRIVE, DANVILLE

DON & PAMELA COLOMBANA 925.878.8047

JUST LISTED

2000 RELIEZ VALLEY ROAD, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $2,350,000
K. WOOD / K. BRICKMAN | 925.381.7172

PENDING

1TMOUNTAIN VIEW LANE, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $3,375,000
KAAREN BRICKMAN | 925.351.5049

SOLD - TWO PARCELS

1040 & 1046 UHV ROAD, LAFAYETTE
SOLD FOR $4,250,000
L. LEGLER & C. HATA | 925.286.1244

SOLD - REPRESENTED BUYER

-]

617 PARKHAVEN DRIVE, PLEASANT HILL
SOLD FOR $1,700,000
DON & PAMELA COLOMBANA 925.878.8047

RUTH EDDY

925.788.5449
DRE# 01313819

510.506.1351

DRE#01180260

925.212.7617
DRE# 01320608

SHELLEY RUHMAN SHERRY HUTCHENS TINA FRECHMAN

BRYAN HURLBUT

925.383.5500
DRE# 01347508

CHERYL HATA

510.912.5882

DRE# 013859346

JANE & DAVE SMITH

925.998.1914

DRE# 01476506/02105225

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500
DRE# 01290985

KELLY WOOD

925.381.7172

DRE# 01931711

925.915.0851
DRE# 01970768




DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP IS PROUD TO ANNOUNCE OUR

2021 PRESIDENTS CLUB HONOREES

BRANDON KERSIS VERONICA HIDALGO HURLBUT TEAM CONNORS TEAM

TOP PRODUCER - VOLUME TOP PRODUCER - UNITS TOP PRODUCING TEAM - VOLUME TOP PRODUCING TEAM - UNITS
ERICA MISASI, BRYAN HURLBUT, LINDSEY SINDAYEN, LAUREN DEAL BELINDA DELGADO, KIM CERDA, JAMIE CONNORS, KERRI WOODS

SABRENA LAWTON
SHOOTING STAR

DANIEL MONCAYO
RISING STAR

DENISEN HARTLOVE
SHOOTING STAR

Dudum Real Estate Group’s PRESIDENTS CLUB ELITE and PRESIDENTS CLUB are distinctions reserved only for
the top producing REALTORS® within our organization for their exceptional productivity and service. These agents'
professional performance during 2021 has put them at the peak of earners within the company.

* PRESIDENTS CLUB ELITE X%

ADAM HAMALIAN CHRISTINA LINEZO KAREN IVANKOVICH SABRENA LAWTON
ANGIE CLAY DENISEN HARTLOVE KELLY WOOD SHERRY HUTCHENS
BRANDON KERSIS EMANUEL SAKKIS LESLIE SHAFTON TERRYLYNN FISHER
BRYAN HURLBUT JAMIE CONNORS LORI LEGLER TINA FRECHMAN
CHERYL HATA JULIE DEL SANTO MARISA COX VERONICA HIDALGO
KAAREN BRICKMAN PAMELA & DON COLOMBANA

Y PRESIDENTS CLUB %W

AMBER NEUMANN DARA BUZZARD JOHN HOYLE LISA TICHENOR
ANASTASIA STEPHANOPOULOS DAVE SMITH JOHN SEFTON MATT MCLEOD
BONNE WERSEL HEIDY HURST KAREN GUARISCO MEREDITH KUMMELL
BONNIE KUMMELL JACKIE GERRY KIM CERDA MICHAEL GERRY
BRETT BARNES JANE SMITH KIM SEFTON RONNI SCHWARTZ
CANDI HOYLE JENNIFER WATKINS LAUREN DEAL RUTH EDDY
CATHY BAIGENT JIM COLHOUN LAURIE HIGGINS SUSAN KINGSLEY

'-'_1E:' Dudum Real Estate Group has not independently verified the information contained herein and therefore, assumes no legal responsibility for its accuracy. Buyer should investigate any matters or items disclosed, identified or about which they have concerns to their own satisfaction.
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Sneaky ways to create more storage space in your home

By Jennifer Raftis,
Certified Professional Organizer

Most of us have faced the never-ending quest
to find more storage space in our homes - it
is an ongoing battle between our square
footage and our creativity. So, it’s not sur-
prising that the request I receive most often
from clients comes from families trying to
create more order in their chaos by looking
for more space and storage solutions for
their “stuff.”

We have busy lives — working, raising
kids, trying to exercise, helping our aging
parents, going to our kids’ events, cooking,
cleaning the house, taking care of our pets —
it’s a challenge to keep our belongings orga-
nized and there never seems to be enough
space to store them.

Then, just to mix it up, we throw in a
pandemic. The pandemic has caused many
of my clients to purchase items in bulk -
food, toilet paper, paper towels, cleaning
supplies, etc. Unfortunately, many of us don’t
have the space to store these products.

Organizing tip: Before you consider any
new storage solution, I recommend purging
first, combining like items together, storing
items close to where they are used, and don’t
forget to label, label and then label some
more! (P.S. Remember organizing and main-
taining your space counts as exercise.)

Here are a few sneaky storage ideas you
might want to try:

Go vertical. For many of my clients, one
of the space-saving organizing strategies that
has been invaluable has been utilizing verti-
cal space. Just look up! Whether it’s in a
bathroom, a garage, or in a bedroom, the
walls and doors, even ceilings offer under-
utilized areas that can help maximize storage
space. This solution keeps your space neat,
efficient, and organized. Because, efficiency
matters!

Overhead ceiling racks utilize the space
on your garage ceiling. It’s a great place for
longer-term storage items and it will remove
boxes from your floor. The bonus is that you
can also hang items from the bottom of the
unit. I love products that provide double-
duty solutions!

Over the door storage racks are great for
laundry items, cleaning supplies, craft

Photo The Container Store

rooms, gift wrap stations, pantries, kitchen
cabinets, and bedrooms. I have even used
these for books in a child’s playroom! They
come in many shapes and sizes that can be
hung over or installed on the door. Acces-
sories include baskets, hooks, and bins to fit
all of your needs. I have one on my kitchen
cabinet door that holds my measuring
spoons and cups, and another in my bed-
room for my jewelry.

Photo The Container Store

Photo Shutterstock

Hang it up on a hook. Wall hooks, coat
hooks, bicycle hooks, s-hooks ... I love hooks!
“I don’t need hooks,” said no one in the his-
tory of ever. Hanging things on hooks is a
surprisingly easy way to bring order to the
items in your home. It can be as simple as
peel-and-stick Command™ hooks for the
kid’s pajamas or a row of s-hooks on a towel
bar to hold kitchen items or garden tools.
Everything has a home and is so much easier
to find!

And don’t forget above the garage stor-
age. If your garage has any room above the
ceiling, or space between the rafters and the
roof, you might check to see if you can put
down wood for a floor, add a light (it can be a
stick-on light) and even install fold-down
stairs for access. This sneaky storage solution
will require a handyman that can determine
what kind of board needs to be used and
how much weight you can have on the floor.
This is another great place for longer-term
storage items.

Here are some other sneaky storage so-
lutions for keeping your home organized:

Under the bed. Depending on how much
height you have from the floor to the bottom
of the bed, you can purchase many kinds of
containers for storage. Plastic bins on rollers,
zippered fabric bags, and more. Sheet sets,
blankets, and out-of-season clothes are some
of the items that you can store here.

Under the stairs. The area under a
staircase is often an overlooked storage area.
You can add shelves, drawers, baskets, or
hooks to make the space usable for storing
coats and shoes, toys, books, or stuff that
usually gets dumped in the hallway by the
front door.

"... continued on Page D11



THINKING OF A NEW ADDRESS?

[ make 1t easy

to list in the

F.ast Bay

Dave Schurhoff

925.997.9569
dave.schurhoff@compass.com
DRE#: 01834201

COMPASS

Lamorinda home sales continue to thrive in 2022. One third of
Lamorinda homes sold in January closed escrow over $1,000 per
square foot! And 70% of Single Family Homes sold in 10 days or less.
I’'m here to help you properly prepare your home for the market and
price it correctly. Contact me if you're interested in listing or buying in
the East Bay.

DAVE
SCHURHOFF




CHARMING
MORAGA
TOWNHOME

2 bed | 1.5 bath | 1,100+ sq ft

Offered at $525,000

This lovely townhome is all dolled up and ready for you
to enjoy. With 2 large bedrooms, an updated kitchen and
bathrooms, and a sunny living and dining room, it's the
perfect spot close to shops, the park and top schools. The
private deck offers space to soak in the beautiful view. There
are two parking spaces, a laundry closet and a pool. Dual-
paned windows, air conditioning and new carpet and paint.

www.holcenberg.com

Michelle Holcenberg

CB Top 100 East/North Bay Region

michelle@holcenberg.com
925-324-0405
BRE #01373412

©2022 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real'Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is
comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group'LLC and franchised offices whichare independently owned and operated. The
Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. CalRE #01908304

Opening the Door to New Possibilities...

COMPASS

Call me today to discuss how I can help
you achieve your real estate goals.

Top 5% of Leslie Lomond
Realtors in Compass | Lafayette
Contra Costa 650.799.2110
County for leslie lomond@compass.com
2021 sales DRE 01968517

*Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational
purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made s to accuracy
of any description. All and square footages are { This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional
advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage. Information based on Broker Metrics 2021 MLS-sales data as of 1/10/22. All data has not been and will not be verified by broker or MLS.
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The Market is Hot.
Inventory is Low.

Kyle Davis

Owner/Partner

Senior Mortgage Consultant
Stonecastle Land & Home Financial
Direct/fax: 925-314-5299

Email: Kyle@Stonecastlemtg.com

Home Values are Up.
Thought About SeIIing? RATES ARE NEAR ALL TIME LOWS!

380 Diablo Road Suite 201 « Danville, CA 94526 « CADRE #: 01111347 / NMLS #: 274107
Broker CA DRE #: 01328838 / BROKER NMLS #: 280803

30 YEAR FIXED RATE TO $5,000,000!

Now is the Time.

3.25% /3.30% APR
GREAT CONFORMING RATES!
Fixed Rates to $647,200 Fixed Rates to $970,800
Call Ann Newton Cane red Rates to $ ixed Rates (o §
RATE APR RATE APR
for your 30 Year Fixed | 2.875% | 3.125% 3.250% | 3.300%
| ANN NEWTON CANE I5 YearFixed | 2.250% |2325% | 2.500% |2.625%
17 r #1 Agen ntr ntv 2021 “PROVIDING PREMIER LOAN PRODUCTS AND SERVICE FROM THE MOST
Ou gent Contra Costa County 20 EXPERIENCED AND SOLUTION-ORIENTED PROFESSIONALS IN YOUR COMMUNITY.”
| 415.999.0253 Golden Call 925-314-5299 for Today’s Quote!
a.neWtoncane@ggS|r.C0m Gate This is not a loan commitment, nor is it a guarantee of any
ann newtonca ne.com —_— kind. This comparison is based solely on estimated #gures and
informati ilable at the time of production. i [
Lic #02084093 Sotheby’s Ut tm}!i ;I 48 Stle
and Home Financial, Inc. is an Equal Opportunity Lender. ﬂ n Qme ||'|a|'||:ja|
Each Franchise Is Independently Owned And Operated. INTERNATIONAL REALTY

TERRI BATES WALKER

Fn.‘E,ﬂ.L EST.&.TE

P l@‘ﬁjﬂ ' Top 1%

Agents In 2021

510.282.4420
terri@terribateswalker.com
terribateswalker.com
DRE 01330081

COMPASS

Information taken from the MLS as of January 1, 2022
will not be verified by broker or MLS. Compass is a real
estate broker licensed by the State of California and
abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License
Number 01527235.

SELLING HOMES
BY PUTTING PEOPLE FIRST
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

Time to prune roses

A bouquet of red roses for your Valentine.

... continued from Page D1

Since the goal of climbing and rambling
roses is to climb and cover a pergola, fence, or
other structure, only light pruning is necessary.
Flowers are produced on side shoots which can
be reduced to three or four buds, depending on
the appearance you wish. If you must choose be-
tween cutting out an old shoot or a new shoot,
always prune the old and save the new.

Many of the Old Roses like Gallicas, Damasks,
and Albas that only bloom once will only flower
on shoots from stems that are at least a year old.
If you prune once-flowering roses too heavily,
you will have no flowers. When they are 5 or 6
years old with tired-looking stems, you can cut
them out to encourage new growth and flower-
ing.

After you have pruned, offer the healthy
canes of non-trademarked species to friends and
neighbors who would like to begin propagating
roses. Or cultivate a new rose garden for yourself
by dipping the canes in a rooting hormone then
planting in a container with good quality potting
soil. Clean up any leftover stems, remove leaves
from the bushes, and add to the compost pile.

To add to your collection of roses, purchasing
bare root and planting in February is a cost-
saving way to go that will yield blooms in late
spring. Once you've brought your bare roots
home, soak them in a bucket of water overnight
and then allow them to drain for 30 minutes be-
fore planting. Never allow the roots to dry out.
Check the roots for any damage and trim as nec-

essary. If the roots look good, do not trim or cut.
Roses thrive in humus-rich, water-retentive
soil with a pH of 6.5. Choose a bright, sunny lo-
cation void of competition for root space, water,
and nutrients. Improve the soil with rotted ma-
nure and compost and dig a generous size hole.
Read directions on the package to determine the
optimum hole size. Augment with mycorrhizal
fungi to improve water supply and nutrients.
Plant the bud union two inches below ground
level. Water well. In spring, you’ll want to add a
layer of mulch or compost around each plant and
fertilize the roses. Companion plant with laven-
der to encourage beneficial insects to be on pest

patrol. 3
Your roses will be lush, blooming, and beau- For healthy, no fuss consistent blooms,
tiful just in time for barbecues and patio parties. Tournament of Roses is a winner.

By Mother’s Day, you’ll be picking bouquets. In-
stead of buying cut roses for Valentine’s Day,
consider giving the gift of a potted rose plant.
Miniatures make great gifts.

Now, back to pruning my roses because I do
it pretty well, too!

Happy Gardening. Happy Growing. Happy
Valentine’s.

Cynthia Brian
in her office.

Cynthia Brian, The Goddess Gardener, is available for
hire to help you prepare for your spring garden. Raised
in the vineyards of Napa County, Cynthia is a New York
Times best-selling author, actor, radio personality,
speaker, media and writing coach as well as the Founder
and Executive Director of Be the Star You Are!® 501 c3.
Tune into Cynthia’s StarStyle® Radio Broadcast at
www.StarStyleRadio.com.

Buy copies of her books, including, Chicken Soup for the
Gardener’s Soul, Growing with the Goddess Gardener,
and Be the Star You Are!
www.cynthiabrian.com/online-store. Receive a FREE
inspirational music DVD and special savings.

Hire Cynthia for writing projects, garden consults, and
inspirational lectures.

Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com

For a true red rose, try Mr. Lincoln.
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Professional Organizer,

Sneaky ways to create more storage Jennifer Raftis, CPO®

2 founded Efficiency
S a C e ln Our hom e Matters, LLC to help
p y you with all of your or-
ganizing needs for
- your home and busi-
ness. She is a Certified
Professional Organizer
and an active board
member with NAPO,
National Association of
Productivity and Orga-
nizing Professionals.
She is also an indepen-
dent representative for
The Container Store
and has expertise in
designing closets,
garages, pantries, play-
rooms and more. In addition, she is a Corporate Orga-

... continued from Page D4

Stacking bins. These portable, stackable
drawers work well in closets, under sinks and in
lower cabinets. You can mix and match the sizes
to create many different shapes. I have used
these under the kitchen sink for cleaning prod-
ucts, sponges, rags, and dish soap. They also
work well under cabinets to help keep products
easily accessible that otherwise would get lost in
the back where they can’t be reached and
expire.

%

i i nizing and Productivity Consultant and has worked
h elpcll;f'?ﬁlgncg asli,ﬁr:(%g;ofgi Kgll}({‘ebi};)l? f,g:ﬁ.ssgﬁfr;f Photo Shutterstock with Fortune 500 companies across the U.S. Another

. : L. . . large part of her business is move management espe-
your brain feels calmer when your home is in order. Ahhhhh, yes it does! There is a sense of cially working with seniors who are downsizing. She
peace and power when you know where to store and find your belongings. and her husband have lived in Moraga for 30 years,

I recommend that you take a walk through all the spaces in your house to see if you can get ri{itsﬁng 3 ki<11$ aflld Workilg Counﬂffsst_volunte;r h}?urls
s 1 WIth many local non-proiit organizations and scnoois.
creative and outsmart your square footage. I bet you can! ‘ ’ ‘ S e A e e ey
, If you have an organizing question, please send me an email and I’ll help you with a 925-698-3756 www.efficiencymattersllc.com
solution!

McDonnell \Q) Nursery

mily owned since 1933

Flowers * Trees * Succulents * Pottery & Fountains
Benches ¢ Garden Decor * House Plants ¢ Gifts
Jewelry ¢« Garden Consultation

Clematis is a pretty companion to yellow roses.

www.mcdonnellnursery.com

196 Moraga Way -« (925) 254-3713 < Open Wednesday - Sunday
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ORINDA

11 Ranch Road

Rare 3 bed/ 3.5 bath on 1.17 acres
w/ gorgeous level lawns & patios.
Gracious 3826 sqft home - create

your dream!

$3,035,000

23 Kittiwake Road

11 La Fond

Single level 4 bed/ 3 bath home on
.71 private acre lot w/ updated
kitchen & family room, pool, &
outdoor kitchen!

$2,350,000

Pending!

651 Evelyn Court

LAFAYETTE

Gorgeous 2958 sqft 4bed/ 3.5
bath rancher. Gourmet kitchen.
Solar w/battery. CA Closets.
Ethernet. Large cul-de-sac lot!

Private residential .43 acre lot in
one of Bay Area’s most sought
after neighborhoods. Close to
Highway 24 & downtown!

$575,000

LAFAYETTE

Leased!

3342 S Lucille Lane

Located in Lafayette Valley Estates
is this 1154 sqft rancher w/ 3 beds/
2 baths. Close distance to trails,
parks, & top rated schools!

$3,500/mo

0 facebook.com/VillageAssociates
Q twitter.com/villageassoc
instagram.com/VillageAssociates

$2,350,000

MORAGA

Pending!

2 Moraga Valley Lane
Beautifully updated 2793 sqft single
story home. 3 bed + office/ 2.5
bath situated on .28 acre lot w/ golf

course views!
$2,395,000

WALNUT CREEK

ORINDA

Pending!

8445 Wildcat Drive

Incredible 3 bed/ 3 bath w/ bonus
loft, formal office, soaring ceilings &
picturesque windows to capture the

amazing views!
$1,895,000

1130 Nogales Street
Charming 3 bed/ 2 bath single
story home w/ extra room! Perfect
for office, family room, or extra
bedroom w/ large closet!

$1,500,000

iy e

310 Beacon Ridge Lane
Private 3 bed/ 3 bath end unit
townhouse w/ view of hiking trails
& walking distance to pool &

tennis courts!

$1,200,000

Pending!

22 Valencia Road

Special 4 bed/ 3 bath home located
in desirable Del Ray neighborhood

w/ bonus room & close distance to

schools!
$1,695,000

LAFAYETTE

3235 Mt. Diablo Court #102
Single level luxury 2 bed/ 2 bath
condo located on cul-de-sac w/
open floor plan & exquisite

designer finishes!

$5,500/mo

WALNUT CREEK

]

1460 Springbrook Road
Charming 3 bed/ 2 bath Rancher
on private lot near downtown w/ 1
bed/ 1 bath guest house.
Remodeled in 2014!

$1,170,000

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 « Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505

Visit www.villageassociates.com Click on

The Village
Associates:

Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner
Meara Dunsmore
Linda Ehrich
Joan Evans
Linda Friedman
Claudia Gohler
Dexter Honens |
April Matthews
Hillary Murphy
Karen Murphy
John Nash
Altie Schmitt
Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf
Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Clark Thompson
Angie Evans Traxinger
Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward

Margaret Zucker

Village

ASSOCIATES

It's Village. Of Course.
DRE#01301392





