Wednesday, February 16, 2022

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977

~ Life in LAMORINDA ~

LAMORINDA WEEKLY Page: Bl

A local connection to late-1800s wine grower and brandy
distiller, controversial Theodore Gier
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Theodore Gier, Livermore Herald 1896

By Vera Kochan

With his vintages often win-
ning medals in the late 1800s
and early 1900s, German im-
migrant Theodore Gier was
considered a “wine baron”
and prominent business
leader in California, often
lauded for his many contribu-
tions and generosities. In
1904, Gier made a temporary
home on Fish Ranch Road, but
before delving into Gier's saga,
a little back history is in order.

In 1879, John Olive inher-
ited a ranch that produced,
you guessed it, fish. Folks
would take the dirt road in
from Oakland that passed
along the front of his trout en-
terprise. He built a little com-
munity there which included
a stage coach station, guest
cottages and a saloon. Word
spread that his wife was an
excellent cook and visitors
would stop in for one of her
savory meals. Their venture
became so popular that the
dirt road was officially named
Fish Ranch Road. Olive was
considered to be a good judge
of horse flesh, and his prop-
erty also provided cattle cor-
rals, a stable and his expertise
in horse trading. He died in
1897, due to a horse-related
accident.

Olive’s widow and two
daughters, Ella and Rose, con-
tinued to run the business
along with their husbands.
Ella was married to Gabriel Y.
Moraga, a grandson of
Joaquin Moraga. They ran the
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saloon at Fish Ranch Road. A
Contra Costa County Supervi-
sors meeting agenda dated
April 3, 1899, acknowledges
liquor licenses granted to sev-
eral hotels and saloons in the
county. On the list is: Moraga
G. Y., Fish Ranch Saloon, Fish
Ranch. The agenda is faded,
but for the most part reads, “It
is ordered that the License
Tax Collector issues licenses to
sell spirituous malt-fermented
and intoxicating liquors and
wines in quantities less than
one quart to the following
named persons and the fol-
lowing named places to wit.”

It is during this time that
Gier had already begun the
early stages of his liquor and
wine dealership, which he es-
tablished in 1892, called Theo.
Gier Company. His business
headquarters were in two
Oakland, California locations.

Gier’s heart was in wine-
making, but as the owner of a
grocery store he noticed that
the sale of hard liquor was
more profitable. Choosing to
amass a tidy sum, he began to
sell his flagship brand,
“Metropole Whiskey.” This
decision helped him to
bankroll the money he needed
to buy vineyards in Alameda
County. In 1893, he purchased
one in Livermore, followed by
one in Napa in 1898, a second
one in Livermore in 1901, and
another vineyard in St. He-
lena in 1903.

The following year, Gier
took up residence locally, ac-
cording to a copy of the 1904
lease agreement between

Gabriel and Ella Moraga (the
party of the first part) and
Gier (the party of the second
part): “That certain road
house known as the ‘Fish
Ranch Road House’ and its
surroundings, situated on the
County Road between Oak-
land, Alameda County, Cali-
fornia, and Lafayette, Contra
Costa County, California, and
formerly known as the ‘John
Olive Ranch,” consisting of 15
acres of land, together with a
residence and out buildings,
and all furniture therein, and
including also two cottages
and pleasure grove and trees
situated thereon; (save and
excepting therefrom one cow
barn and back shed and back
Corral), with the appurte-
nances, for the term of four
and one-half years from the
first day of May, one thousand
nine hundred and four, at the
monthly rent or sum of Fifty
(50) Dollars, payable in Gold
coin of the United States of
America, payable in advance
on the first day of each and
every month during said
term.”

It was at this time, how-
ever, that Gier was about to
see a dramatic downfall with

his popularity and his fortune.

During the Boxer Rebel-
lion (an uprising against for-
eigners that occurred in China
about 1900), Gier made con-
tributions to the international
forces. In 1903, Germany’s
Kaiser Wilhelm honored Gier
with the Order of the Crown.
When World War I broke out,
the Kaiser became America’s
enemy. A business competitor
of Gier’s had accused him and
others at a 1918 wine-makers
function of toasting the Kaiser
and singing German patriotic
songs. Newspapers reported
that Gier was jailed and later
made to kneel and Kkiss the
American flag. Although the
charges were never made of-
ficial, the damage was done.

In order to avoid further
harm to his reputation, Gier
placed an ad in the Oakland
Tribune with the headline: “I
Am Not Pro-German!” The ad
went on to state, “If the Kaiser
should triumph, civilization
would be endangered.” Un-
fortunately, it was too little,
too late as Gier saw himself
removed from several state
and county boards.

By the time 1920 rolled in,
Gier had already been in-
volved with several anti-
Prohibition legal transgres-
sions, most of which he was
innocent. Besides short stints
in jail, his vineyards (which
would have been worth $20
million today) were confis-
cated, and over 20,000 gallons
from his Napa distillery were
dumped into a sewer by au-
thorities. After liquidating the
rest of his property, Gier sold
his Napa vineyard to The
Christian Brothers for only

$50,000 ($10,000 of it was in
cash). He later purchased a

180-acre orange grove near
San Jose that never thrived

due to frost conditions.

With his fortune nearly
depleted, Gier, who had re-
covered from a heart attack
years before, grew increas-
ingly despondent over events.
Although there exists no real

proof, some reports say that
his descendants were con-
vinced he committed suicide
by ingesting small amounts
poison over a lengthy period
of time. He passed away in
1931, at the age of 70, at his
home in Piedmont, California.

Special thanks to Moraga
Historical Society president
Susan Sperry.

Miramonte students make it to
Wharton School's Global High School
Investment Competition semifinals

Submitted by
Jonathan Su

The Wharton School of the
University of Pennsylvania
recently announced the semi-
finalists for the Wharton
Global High School Invest-
ment Competition, an annual
contest for high school teach-
ers and students run by the
School's Wharton Global
Youth Program. MATADORS-
OF1 from Miramonte High
School, Horace Mann High
School and College Prepara-
tory School was among the 50
global semifinalists selected
by judges from Aberdeen
Standard Investments, an as-
set management firm in
Philadelphia. Unlike other
competitions, winners are se-
lected on the strength and
creativity of their team in-

vestment strategies, not on
the growth of their stock
portfolios.

This year had nearly
7,000 students from 64 coun-
tries competing in the Invest-
ment Competition, which is
sponsored by Citi, a leading
financial services company.
The semifinals will be con-
ducted virtually.

“Although we did not ex-
pect to make it to the Semifi-
nals, we are excited to com-
pete in the next
round and, hopefully, have a
chance to make it to Philadel-
phia,” MATADORS-OF1 team
leader Jonathan Su said.

Eli Lesser, executive di-
rector of the Wharton Global
Youth Program, said their
team was impressed by the
quality of the submissions
and global representation of
the teams. “Students

showcased their strong fi-
nancial knowledge and team-
work, and many worked hard
to understand their potential
client as a first step toward
developing comprehensive,
creative and sound invest-
ment strategies.”

A total of 50 top teams
from around the world were
selected from nearly 1,300 fi-
nal competition reports,
which were submitted for
judging on Dec. 13, 2021. The
Semifinal results will be
posted on the Wharton Global
Youth Program website in
March (https://globaly-
outh.wharton.upenn.edu/).
The top 10 teams from the
semifinals move on to the
Global Finale at Wharton in
Philadelphia. The grand prize
winner will be announced on
April 23.

35 years of experience in architectural design

www.kaplanarchitects.com
(510) 361-0223
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All-Women Company Serving
East Bay Residents for Over 20 Years

COMPLETE MOVE &
COORDINATION SPECIALISTS

- * CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION *

FULL PACKING & UNPACKING SERVICES
PACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

plan, sort, pack, label and help with what to keep, toss, donate, consign

UNPACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

pixtig furnsture, SEEng up kichen, srgaainiag ciebels. Capbodits and drawers

Insured, Bonded, and Green

Nominated by SCORE 925.330.1988
for Outstanding heflp@carefreemoves.net
Woman-0wned Small Business Wi crefreamawes. net

LeapFrog Plumbing

Plumbing is the heart
of the home.

LeapFrog
offers a whole-house
checkup so you know all
systems are “go.”

Head Frog Mo Williams

The one-call plumber

Gas, Water & Sewer

* Emergency service

* Repairs & installation

* Camera sewerline inspection
* Whole house re-pipe

* Preventive checkups

* Design & remodeling

* Tankless water heaters
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$200 off

tankless/hybrid water heater
installation®

*1 coupon per service, exp 2/28/22

We Hop Io It!

Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993

2377-6600 g

www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com
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