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Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get
rid of rats, mice and other rodents.

GUARANTEED

FREE In-Home Inspection,
Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount
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Knowledge

It’s a Fantastic Time to Sell Your Home!

The real estate market continues to sizzle with homes selling briskly as
buyers compete to enjoy all that beautiful Lamorinda has to offer.

Call me today for a complimentary property evaluation.
Use my 20+ years of local real estate success to obtain
the highest return on your sale.
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Police chief updates city council on police services in the city

By Sora O'Doherty

In response to public com-
ments about the level of crime
being experienced by resi-
dents of the Ivy Drive neigh-
borhood, Orinda Police Chief
Ryan Sullivan addressed the
Orinda City Council on Feb. 1
on the state of law enforce-
ment in the city. Chief Sullivan
stressed that Orinda continues
to be an extremely safe city,
and that recent residential
burglaries are currently being
investigated. “Due to the ac-
tive investigation,” he said,
“nothing can be announced
regarding leads and suspects.”

As far as the number of
crimes reported in the Ivy
Drive neighborhood, Sullivan
wanted to clarify that, al-
though reported by residents
at an earlier council meeting,
there have not been any home
invasion crimes in the area,
but there have been burglar-
ies. The difference is that the
term “home invasion” is nor-
mally used when the residents
are at home and the crime
connotes an element of fear or
force. None of the Ivy Drive
neighborhood residents were
at home when their homes
were entered.

The chief did take the time
to review how the OPD oper-
ates and current staffing
issues.

Updating the community
on OPD initiatives, Sullivan
said they are working on a
safer community, with more
transparency and enhanced
use of technology, as well as
more robust resources, most of
which come from the county.

The chief spoke about the
use of automatic license plate
reader cameras (ALPR). One of
the two sets of ALPRs are Vigi-
lant stationary cameras, two of
which are mounted on a vehi-
cle to capture actions in front
of and behind the vehicle. The
city also owns several Flock
cameras while others are
owned by homeowners’ asso-
ciations, which agree to give
the police access to the cam-
eras. Sullivan asked that any
neighborhood interested in
obtaining Flock cameras con-
tact OPD as well as the
company.

A new OPD officer has re-
cently been trained to work
with Neighborhood Watch
groups in the city. Sullivan
clarified that these groups are
not vigilantes, but citizens
trained to recognize and re-

port suspicious activity.
Neighborhood Watch groups
also implement crime preven-
tion techniques, such as home
security and Operation Identi-
fication, which engraves dri-
ver’s license numbers or other
ID numbers onto valuable
items. Additionally, residents
should make sure their vehi-
cles are locked and should let
a neighbor know if they are
going to be out of town. Sulli-
van said that the new officer is
extremely passionate about
the program. Interested per-
sons should contact either the
administrative assistant or
dispatch, and say they are in-
terested in Neighborhood
Watch.

Sullivan also addressed an
issue that has been a cause of
community concern: the inter-
face between police officers
and people with mental health
issues. The city and the county
have been working on better
paring of mental health ser-
vices with policing. Efforts in-
clude pairing the Mental
Health Evaluation Team with
law enforcement departments
and with the County Behav-
ioral Health Services to ad-
dress critical mental health
needs of community members.

Goals include reducing law
enforcement repeat calls for
service with individuals with
mental illness; reducing vio-
lent encounters between law
enforcement and citizens with
mental illness; reducing visits
to Psychiatric Emergency Ser-
vices; increasing safety for po-
lice, community, consumers,
and family; increased utiliza-
tion of outpatient mental
health services; and providing
education to families and the
community.

Currently a mobile crisis
response team consisting of a
deputy sheriff and a mental
health evaluation team works
Mondays through Thursdays
from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. to pro-
vide same-day intervention for
adults who are experiencing a
mental health crisis. This unit
will visit clients and their fam-
ilies to prevent acute psychi-
atric crises from becoming
emergencies that required law
enforcement involvement or
involuntary hospitalization.
The goal is to de-escalate the
crises and safely connect
clients with care and mental
health resources. When neces-
sary, law enforcement will be
requested to respond for
assistance.

A new county initiative,
the A3 Community Crisis Ini-
tiative for Anyone, Anywhere,
Anytime, is intended to facili-
tate a better, safer way to re-
spond to individuals experi-
encing behavioral health
crises and reduce need for po-
lice intervention. The county
will hire and train staff for re-
gional crisis response teams
and a call center hub to pro-
vide scalable, 24/7 service to
meet the needs of community
members, from non-urgent
wellness responses to people
experiencing acute mental
health crises. This initiative
includes the launch of the
Miles Hall Crisis Call Center.
The county has allocated Mea-
sure X funds - $5 million in
one-time funds dedicated to
infrastructure and $20 million
in ongoing funds to support
the overall staff.

In conclusion on crime
prevention, Sullivan noted that
officers cannot be everywhere
at once.

“If you see something sus-
picious, call law enforcement,”
he said. Either call 911 or call
non-emergency dispatch, (925)
646-2441.

Superior Court
upholds Orinda’s
approval of
memory care
facility at 1
Wilder Road

By Sora O’Doherty

Judge Edward Weil of the Con-
tra Costa Superior Court on Feb.
10 issued a 35-page judgment
upholding the decision to the
city of Orinda to approve a
memory care facility to be con-
structed at 1 Wilder Road, a
piece of property between
Highway 24 and the Wilder
housing development. The
matter had been argued before
the court on Feb. 2, at which
time the judge took the matter
under submission. In its order
after hear, the court directed
the city to prepare a judgment
denying the petition for writ of
mandate that was filed by
Wilder Owners’ Association
(WOA). The court also granted
petitioners’ motion to augment
the administrative record,
which signals the intent of the
WOA to proceed with a further
appeal.

The court found against the
WOA on all the points argued.
The court found that Orinda’s
general plan and municipal
code do not preclude private,
for-profit ownership of land
uses in districts zoned for public
and semipublic land use. The
court also found that the project
satisfies the definition and re-
quirements for a congregate
care facility under Orinda’s
code. A particular objection of
the WOA was the inclusion of
small kitchens in each unit that
will not be accessible to the res-
ident, but only to staff or guests.
The court noted that “The defi-
nition of congregate care facility
only requires that the physical
elements of the small individual
dwelling units ‘allow for inde-
pendent living,” not that the res-
idents actually live indepen-
dently or actually use the physi-
cal elements provided that al-
low for independent living in
their units.”

Fabulous New Orinda Listin
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5 LANORIA, ORINDA

4 Beds ® 3 Full Baths ® 1HalfBath ® 3,665 Sq. Ft.

Located in the Prime Orinda
Country Club neighborhood
this beautiful home has been
completely remodeled with a
sensitive eye to its roots in the
unique Mid-Century Modern
design. The residence is quiet,
private and peaceful yet very
close to downtown Orinda and
features beautiful views of the
Orinda Country Club and the
Western Tilden Park Range. The
home has a fabulous South
Western Exposure and on .71
of an acre is a gentle terraced
down-slope with a flat lawn
area, child’s play structure

and play house as well as a
community mini sports court
off the lower cul-de-sac.

Offered at $2,995,000 ® 5LaNoria.com

LLaura Abrams

laura@lauraabrams.com

510.697.3225
DRE # 01272382

Top 25 Coldwell Banker Bay Area
International Presidents Premier

5 Moraga Way, Orinda CA.
www.lauraabrams.com

407 ELTOYONAL, ORINDA

2 Beds ® 2Full Baths ® 1,353 Sq. Ft.

Offered at $1,045,000 ® 407EIToyonal.com

Celebrating 22 Years With Coldwell Banker Orinda
ATrusted Partnership Local Expertise with Global

Connections
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The “Garden Cottage”is one
of the most adorable homes
on the El Toyonal Hill. Right

| over the hill from Tilden Park.
. This expanded cottage is very
private and located next to a
seasonal creek that triples the
charm of the home. The
residence features a wonderful
stone fireplace that is the cen-
terpiece of the Redwood pan-
elled living room. The rooms
are beautifully scenic with
large windows framing the
natural green space surround-
ing the home. This property

is one of the few homes that
adjoin currently vacant open
space. So private and
peaceful!




