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From left, Campolindo Coach Phil Freeman, Madison Lee, Hannah Ripper and Miramonte Coach Louis Suba smile after the girls qualify for the state tournament.

Lamorinda wrestlers compete at NCS; Ripper and Lee make it to state

In the end, there were just two wrestlers from

By Jon Kingdon

There were 13 boys from Lamorinda (Acalanes-8,
Campolindo-5) who qualified Feb. 18 and 19 for the
North Coast Sectional tournament at James Logan
High School. At the same time, there were 13 Lamor-
inda girls (Acalanes-3, Campolindo-9 and Miramonte-
1) who arrived at Albany High School with the same

goal: make it to state. For the girls, it was a matter of
finishing among the top four wrestlers in their weight

class.
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Lamorinda still standing, qualifying for the state
tournament: Miramonte’s Hannah Ripper (132) who
finished in first overall, pinning her final opponent in
50 seconds and Campolindo’s Madison Lee (138) who
finished in fourth. At that point, their coaches and
parents quickly grabbed their phones to make room
reservations in Bakersfield.
Though not the first wrestlers from Lamorinda to
have advanced on to the state tournament, Ripper
and Lee are the first females to take that next step.
Ripper can technically claim to be the first, having

How did | get 4 out of 4
buyer offers and $8M+ in
sales accepted in 20227

Follow my Instagrom for behind
the scenes Real Estate stories!

qualified 20 minutes ahead of Lee.

After winning her first three matches by pins at
the state tournament, Ripper lost her next two
matches to the eventual winner and No. 1 seed and
then pinned her final opponent to finish in fifth place.
“Hannah had an incredibly strong finish,” Miramonte
head coach Louis Suba said. “She’s an unbelievable
competitor and it was a great tournament for her.”

As the first female from Lamorinda to place at
the state meet, Ripper is also the first wrestler from

place finish in 1999.

Judy Sin
@5elking_Lamorndo
G, 262.TF52
judy.sinhcompass.com
DRE D2NM4562

Miramonte to place since Mike MacDonald’s third

... continued on Page C2

Orinda digs into planning for next housing element cycle

By Sora O'Doherty

With a much higher number
of housing units to provide for
in the next cycle of the Hous-
ing Element than the last,
Orinda’s city council gave se-
rious consideration to a staff
update on Feb. 15. In addition
to the staff report, the council
received a presentation by its
consultant, Placeworks.

Planning Director Drum-
mond Buckley told the council
to expect the draft Housing
Element at the end of March.
Buckley also had a presenta-
tion about potential sites out-
side the downtown area and
on the subject of density
bonuses.

Orinda has been assigned
1,359 Regional Housing Needs
Allocation (RHNA) units for
the 6th cycle Housing Ele-
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ment, up by 1,132 from the
current housing cycle re-
quirement of 227 units.
Orinda exceeded its RHNA
number for the fifth cycle,
with 291 total building per-
mits having been issued. The
Housing Element, which will
be in effect for eight years,
must be adopted before Janu-
ary 31, 2023. Staff recom-
mends adding an additional
25% buffer, bringing the total
number up to 1,506, which
would include 734 units of
very low to low-income hous-
ing, 215 units of moderate
housing, and 557 units of
above moderate housing.
The Housing Element,
which is required by state law
for all cities, towns and coun-
ties in California, does not re-
quire government to build
housing, but to provide for the
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possibility of housing with
planning and zoning. Jennifer
Gastalum of Placeworks ex-
plained that the California
Department of Housing and
Community Development
(HCD) has really been ramp-
ing up enforcement beginning
in southern California. She
also explained that the effects
of new laws on the Housing
Element is not yet known,
partially because promised
guidance from HCD is not yet
available. These new laws in-
clude SB 8, the Housing Crisis
Act Extension, and SB 9, under
which up to two primary
units will be allowed by right
on all single-family-zoned
lots. Although this could po-
tentially double the number
of potential new housing
units, the city cannot rely on
SB 9 units until the HCD guid-
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ance becomes available.
Orinda has existing resi-
dentially zoned sites that can
be counted in the sites inven-
tory without any rezoning, in-
cluding 64 units at Santa
Maria Church and 583 cur-
rently vacant residentially-
zoned sites. In addition, the
planned Vista Verde Senior
Housing project of 52 units is
pending approval and the ap-
proved Wilder CountryHouse
Memory Care project would
provide another 38 units.
That project recently with-
stood a court challenge, (see
story Feb. 16) but may be sub-
ject to further litigation prior
to breaking ground.
Accessory dwelling units
(ADUs) are estimated based
on previous building permit
history. This allows the city to
add a total of 64 ADU units to
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their count, which still leaves
a shortfall of 707 housing
units that need to be found in
the city and rezoned.

In November 2021, staff
presented a number of poten-
tial sites to the council that
can be rezoned in order to
meet the RHNA, and made an
online tool available to the
public to allow them to offer
their views on apportioning
the remaining RHNA among
the potential sites. These sites
include the area covered by
the upcoming downtown pre-
cise plan, including the down-
town commercial and office
zoned districts. There are
four churches in Orinda that
have large-surface parking
lots, as well as the eastern and
western parking lots for
BART.

... continued on Page A6
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DanaGreenTeam

47 Orinda View Road, Orinda

6790+ Sq. Ft.| .57 + Acre Lot
Offered at $5,995,000 | 470rindaViewRoad.com

Lamorinda’s #1Real Estate Team Since 2010

218 Contessa Court, Lafayette

3136+ Sq. Ft.|.33 = Acre Lot
Offered at $2,795,000 | 218ContessaCourt.com

DanaGreenTeam.com | 925.

339.1918 | DRE 01482454

Universal lunch & brunch program reaches Lafayette
elementary schools

By Sharon K. Sobotta

As a working mom of a 9-
year-old who attends
Lafayette Elementary School,
a 12-year-old who attends
Stanley Middle School and a
16-year-old who attends
Acalanes High, Lorena Perez
is always on the go. Perez be-
gins each day by prepping
lunches for her kids before
the daily hustle of getting
them to their three separate
schools and getting herself to
her case management job in
Berkeley on time. By fall 2022,
parents like Perez can
breathe a little easier as the
Lafayette School District pre-
pares to roll out universal
meals to all children in Au-
gust.

Although the Biden ad-
ministration had extended
the universal free lunch pro-
gram through the 2021-22
academic year, elementary
schools in the Lafayette dis-
trict had been left out due to
the lack of infrastructure.
However, with the rollout of
California’s universal school

meals program for the 2022-
23 academic year, the
Lafayette school district is
gearing up to participate. Be-
ginning in fall, all 3,200 chil-
dren in the district will be of-
fered a late morning snack
and lunch. The food will be
prepped at Burton Valley and
Lafayette elementary schools
and will be transported to the
other elementary schools, fol-
lowing a code of safety regu-
lations. Burton Valley already
has a fully functioning
kitchen and will begin pilot-
ing the program this April.
Lafayette Elementary School
will undergo kitchen renova-
tions this summer so that it’s
ready to go by August.

LafSD Superintendent
Richard Whitmore says this is
an important statewide pro-
gram that may be more rele-
vant here than people think.
“It’s great to see the state tak-
ing steps to make it (the uni-
versal meal program)
happen.”

Parents like Perez
couldn’t be more thankful.
“This is something to cele-
brate,” Perez says. “Now I

don’t have to spend chaotic
mornings packing three sep-
arate lunches.” Perez says she
won’t miss Choice Lunch, the
current vendor. “When they
adjusted their prices (to the
ala carte model), it was cost-
ing me nearly $10 per kid.
That adds up to $150 a week
or $600 a month. We couldn’t
afford it anymore.”

As a single mom of three
Happy Valley students and
one Stanley middle schooler,
Anna Connolly says the lunch
program will save her time
and money. “I'll be able to be
more present with my kids
and less stressed in the
mornings,” Connolly says.
“And it will be a big financial
help.”

Faten Refaat is the
mother of two LES students,
who will soon have access to
the universal meal program,
and one Campolindo High
School student, who already
has access. Rafaat says she’s a
little bit underwhelmed with
the food being served to her
high school daughter and
she’s hoping for less
processed food and more

fresh food.

“I don’t care about the
quantity, but I care about the
quality,” Refaat says. “If it is
junk food or food that is
highly processed with things
like corn syrup and sugar, I'd
prefer them not to have it.”

Refaat, whose family is
Muslim and doesn’t eat pork,
says she’s hoping that the
school district will provide
options that accommodate di-
etary restrictions and prefer-
ences. “I really hope they of-
fer fresh foods with options
for all kids,” Refaat says. “(If
this is the case) my kids will
be happy to enjoy meals with
their friends at school.”

While the vendors for fall
haven’t yet been finalized,
Whitmore says he believes
healthy options will be
provided.

“There’s detailed federal
requirements for anyone
participating in the national
nutrition program. Meals
need to be balanced. There
needs to be fruits and veggies
included, Whitmore says.
“We’ve moved far beyond the
days when former President

Ronald Reagan considered
ketchup a vegetable.” Whit-
more says he has faith that
the vendors will be mindful
of dietary restrictions and
preferences. “Vendors work
really hard to listen to family
and student voices about re-
strictions and needs, so I ex-
pect there to be good sensitiv-
ity to that.”

Ann Kim, principle of
Lafayette Elementary School,
couldn’t be more excited
about the rollout of the
brunch and lunch program.
Kim says in addition to feed-
ing children, the meal pro-
gram has the capacity to en-
hance education and serve as
an equalizer. “Children who
have full stomachs are more
engaged and able to focus on
their school work and this
also carries over to their so-
cial emotional well-being,”
Kim says. “Our district, along
with each of our schools, has
a focus on equity for our stu-
dents. A program such as this
ensures that all students have
equal access to one of the
most basic of human needs:
food.”

Two recipients, Thomas and Fraser, awarded Lafayette Citizen of the Year

Bill Fraser Photo Sara Regan

By Lou Fancher

Janet Thomas

The 2021 Lafayette Citizen of
the Year announced in mid-

February has been awarded to
not one, but two exceptional
residents: longtime science
teacher and crusader for envi-
ronmental sustainability Janet
Thomas, and Bill Fraser, whose
astute guidance and deep hu-
manity as an athletic coach
and Scouts leader has influ-
enced generations of young
people in the community.

“I had a trifecta of Janets
on the day I was phoned,” says
Fraser. “I found out about the
award in a phone call from
Janet Cronk, a previous Citizen
of the Year winner. I was on

my way to Acalanes High
School for the girls lacrosse
team photos. I was floored. I
never would have given
thought to being honored like
that. It’s humbling. I thought
she was calling me to refer
someone to be a client because
I work at Morgan Stanley. I'm
also married to a Janet and
another Janet was awarded
along with me. It’s a trifecta.”

Janet Thomas, responding
in an email writes, “Every two
or three years my four siblings
and our partners try to spend
a week together. I was with

them in a big house near the
ocean when I opened my
gmail account. There were to
two messages. One was from
vice mayor and friend Carl
Anduri, and one was from
(Lafayette Chamber of Com-
merce Executive Director) Jay
Lifson, entitled with the sub-
ject heading ‘Greetings from
Jay at the Chamber. You will
want to open this NOW.” Both
were nice notes of congratula-
tions and it was special that I
was with my siblings to share
the news.”

... continued on Page A3
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Just Listed | 8 Rabble Road, Orinda
5 Bed | 5.5 Bath | 4,601 Sq. Ft. | 0.56 Acre Lot

Offered at $3,895,000

Call Kurt Piper for a private showing.

Kurt Piper

Realtor® | Broker Associate

325 818 8000
Kurt@KurtPiperGroup.com
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. seamless, and executed
2 everything expeditiously
4 and with such precision.

' fransactions. She exceed-
. ed our expectations at

Ashley Battersby

Broker/Partner
(925) 323-9955
DRE# 01407784
ashley@ashleybattersby.com
@ashleybattersoyhome
www.ashleybattersby.com

It’s Village. Of Course.

“Ashley continuously went
above and beyond in her
representation of us. She
made the entire process

Ashley’s dedication and
excellence for each step
allowed us to feel confi-
dent that we would have
the best outcome in both

every furn, and her energy
is incredible. We appreci-
ate all that she did to
make what can be a
stressful time, very straight-
forward and organized.”

- Seller & Buyer 2021

Village
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Two recipients, Thomas and
Fraser, awarded Lafayette
Citizen of the Year

... continued from Page A2

The citizen award recog-
nizes a Lafayette resident — or
in this case, residents — who
demonstrate a commitment to
improving the health, wellbe-
ing and lives of people in the
community. Special emphasis
is placed on individuals whose
actions, time and energy
brings people together; uniting
the community in ways that
crosses generations and rises
above or actively works to mit-
igate false divisions related to
economic status, education,
race, religion or other factors.

Lifson says both award
winners this year were se-
lected in part due to their
many years of service. “Janet
had been nominated so many
times, we had a lot of historical
documents,” he said. About
Fraser, he said, “Bill Fraser
grew up here in Lafayette. He
graduated from Acalanes in
1975. He is described as a
Champion of coaching. It
doesn't matter if its football,
lacrosse, Boy Scouts or Little
League, Bill gives from the
heart. He does it for the
greater good for young men
and women in our
community.”

Fraser has held leadership
or coaching positions in the
Lamorinda area for over 20
years. Referring to his work
with youth in the Lafayette
Little League, MOL football,
Acalanes girls lacrosse,
Acalanes football programs
and Scouts, people who nomi-
nated Fraser said he is tireless,
generous, positive and em-
powering. His volunteer activ-
ities on various boards and
commissions receive equal
praise and earnest statements
about the under recognition of
his role and impact as a men-
tor to people of all ages.

Thomas has been a galva-
nizer for decades and proves
in a long list of achievements
to be foundational to Lafayette
as a progressive city when it
comes to the environment,
healthy living and well-being.
Having established a long ca-
reer at Campolindo and
Acalanes as an Environmental
Science and Chemistry teacher,
she retired, but Lifson says
“she got her second wind and
has not stopped.” Not stopping
had Thomas working to create
the Lafayette Community Gar-
den & Learning Center, cham-
pioning the Lafayette Farmers’
Market and volunteering as a
founding member of Sustain-

able Lafayette. She with others
created the city’s Environmen-
tal Task Force and is currently
chairing the city’s Diversity,
Equity, Inclusion and Belong-
ing Committee.

Asked to share perspec-
tives on the last few years dur-
ing the pandemic and thoughts
that bring hope into the pic-
ture of the future, Thomas
says, “This has been a difficult
past two years for most, espe-
cially families with children
and service workers. Not only
have we all been faced with
concerns about COVID, but
growing political polarization,
social inequities and climate
change are very real. I am so
glad that schools have opened
again but know that teachers,
families, healthcare workers,
many businesses and others
need our continued support as
they get back to a new nor-
mal. Our community of
Lafayette — neighbors and
friends, the natural environ-
ment, the community garden,
my family — continue to be de-
pendable sources of peace, joy
and grounding for which I am
very grateful. I'm thrilled that
we'll be opening the commu-
nity garden to the public again
March 12th.”

Fraser says, “After two
years of what we’ve all been
through, together and sepa-
rately, it strikes me as almost
poetic to receive this award.
Being with young people who
had been basically locked in
their houses, starting camps of
12 young people and one
coach, outdoors, gathering
once or twice a week for an
hour - immediately I and the
other coaches realized how
important psychologically this
was for kids. We played by the
(county) rules and the sheer
joy on these kids’ faces was not
lost on any of us. I remember
coming out of that and going
into the winter of 2020, when it
wasn’t clear if in spring 2021
the state would allow high
school sports to play at all ...
and then they did. It wasn’t a
normal season, but it was
something. Now, a year after
that with the lacrosse team
right now, it’s important that
every girl athlete has the best
season ever. It’s poignant to
me, because you just don’t
know what will happen.”

Hope it seems, for the two
award-winning citizens, ar-
rives in looking back just long
enough to gather energy and
excitement for continuing the
good work they do in the
community.
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KEITH
KATZMAN

I'M SELLING LAMORINDA!

Moraga resident since 1966.
Sucessfully selling real estate
for over 35 years.

925.376.7T7T7
keith.katzman@compass.com
DRE # 00875484

SOLD | $1,775,000
Mulitple Offers — Represented Buyer & Seller
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264 Sandringham North, Moraga
3 Beds | 2.5 Baths | 1901 + Sq. Ft.
Beautiful Views. Needs flooring, paint in/out. Kitchen & baths need updating.
Needs windows & landscaping.

Your Strategic Partner

When you're preparing your home for market, it makes sense to
assess what improvements can be made so that you're not leaving
money on the table at closing. But what are those improvements?
Let’s work together well before a sale so that you can benifit from

my expertise as a strategic partner!
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As always, | am here to help ... | listen and | care
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measurements and square footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.

Lafayette Town Council
authorizes subcommittee
to pursue purchasing
property for public use

By M.D. Jones

For several years the Lafayette
City Council has been search-
ing for a potential property
that could be developed for
use as city offices and other
civic purposes without suc-
cess, according to a staff re-
port presented by Adminis-
trative Services Director Tracy
Robinson at the Feb. 14 coun-
cil meeting. The city has been
leasing their city offices and
has held $5.2 million in re-
serve as part of the City Of-
fices Fund. During its Dec. 13,
2021 meeting, the council dis-
cussed the possibility of using
the Fund to purchase a prop-
erty — or several properties —
in downtown that could be
used for a public purpose and
potentially appreciate in

value.

At the Feb. 14 meeting,
staff recommended that the
council authorize a subcom-
mittee consisting of Mayor
Teresa Gerringer and Vice
Mayor Carl Anduri, who
would work with the city
manager, the administrative
services director and a real
estate consultant to identify
potential properties and dis-
cuss options with owners be-
fore returning to the council
to seek approval for an offer.

The purpose of the rec-
ommendation, according to
the staff report, is for the city
to not lose its purchasing
power as the price of real es-
tate increases and interest
rates are low, currently be-
tween 1%-2%.

... continued on Page A8

Lafayette
Public

LAFAYETTE Meetings

City Council

Regular Meeting

Monday, March 14, 7 p.m.
Teleconference via City of Lafayette's
You Tube Channel:
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Planning Commission
Meeting

Monday, March 7, 7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Design Review

Wednesday, March 9, 7 p.m. Zoom
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

JUST SOLD COMPASS

A HAPPY VALLEY CLASSIC
1258 Upper Happy Valley, Lafayette

5BD +«4.5BA «4,881SQFT .72 Acre
Sold for 22% ($1M+) Over Asking Price

It’s all in the details.... Living & Selling Lamorinda

Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives
925.285.8336
bi@brydonivesteam.com
brydonivesteam.com
DRE 01408025 | 01367466
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Top 1%
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County Agents in 2021*

SELLING HOMES BY PUTTING PEOPLE FIRST

C. 510.282.4420
TerriBatesWalker@gmail.com | TerriBatesWalker.com
CalRE #01330081

E COLDWELL BANKER REALTY

taken from the ML

202:

home

ADUs, Outdoor Spaces,
and so much more.

I'NC ORPORATED

design/ build

=
Mike Rosa
Agent

925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: OF45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106

Mo

raga

P097314.1

ok

; " “Best Contractor and—=% ‘
Best Kltchen/Bath Hemodeler

When | say “good,”
you say “neighbor.”

Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

o StateFarm-

State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

UNDERPINNING
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Foundations

Tt

=" "IF . Lifting

* Leveling
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GENERLL CONTRACTAN NIC. BETEE

707 310-0602

www.bayareaunderpinning.org

WENERQL CENTRACTER
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Town approves Moraga Road
Drainage Improvement Project

SMORAGA ROAD AT PROJECT SITE

Image Provided

By Vera Kochan

In anticipation of a normal
year of rainfall, Moraga’s
Public Works Department is
attempting to stave off the
Moraga Road flooding that
occurs as a result of the
runoff from the Painted Rock
open space area. An approxi-
mately 500-foot length of the
street near Rheem Boulevard
experiences the runoff caus-
ing an inconvenience to dri-
vers and cyclists.

The town council unani-
mously approved awarding a
professional services agree-

ment for engineering design
services to CSG Consultants
(Pleasanton, Calif.) in the
amount of $57,500, including
a 15% contingency of $7,500,
during its Feb. 23 meeting.
The Fiscal Year 2021-22
Adopted Budget includes this
project which will involve
improving drainage on the
east side of Moraga Road be-
tween Dolores Court and
Hansen Court. The project is
expected to take two years to
complete with an estimated
budget of $303,500 coming
from Fund 770 Storm Drain
Impact Fees.

According to a staff re-

port from Public Works Di-
rector/Town Engineer Shawn
Knapp and Senior Civil Engi-
neer Farah Khorashadi, “The
desired engineered solution
would contain the runoff and
channel it to existing or new
storm drain inlets without
constructing improvements
in Laguna Creek on the east
side and possible seasonal
wetlands (low areas of open
space or shoulder) along the
west side of Moraga Road,
that are considered habitat
for possible endangered
species.” By designing
drainage improvements in
the existing Moraga Road
area the town will cut down
On expenses.

The consultant’s costs
will include a Research and
Data Review (collecting vari-
ous reports and information);
Site Investigation and Sur-
veys (field investigations to
assess existing conditions);
Utility and Public Coordina-
tion (consult with various
utility companies in the event
that relocation of utility
equipment is necessary);
Plans, Specifications and Es-
timates (are due to the town
for construction advertise-
ment by July 2022); and Con-
struction Support (assist the
town during the construction
bid process).

BAD

INC.

Bay Area
Drainage, Inc.

Have You Checked Your

Crawlspace Lately?

French Drains

Underfloor Drains

Downspout Systems

Subdrain Systems

Sump Pumps

Retaining Walls

Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

A General Engineering Contractor
Locally owned and Operated

Contractor LIC # 762208

h"'"'-‘-"

925¢377+9209 (@

"i“]-lf

visit our website

www.bayareadrainage.com

Local Road Safety Plan in the works

By Vera Kochan

The State of California is fed-
erally required to have a
Strategic Highway Safety Plan
aimed at reducing traffic ac-
cident fatalities and serious
injuries on its public roads.
To that end, Moraga’s town
council unanimously ap-
proved the hiring of
Pleasanton-based TJKM
Transportation Consultants
to develop a Local Road
Safety Plan.

During its Feb. 23 meet-
ing, council members agreed
to award $51,355 (which in-
cludes a 15% contingency of
$6,698) to TJKM to create the
plan. Funding for the study is
within the Fiscal Year 2021-22
Adopted Budget of $85,000.
The Highway Safety Im-
provement Program Grant
(Fund 005) will provide
$40,000 toward costs with
Measure ] (Fund 210) taking
care of the rest.

According to the staff re-
port by Public Works Direc-
tor/Town Engineer Shawn
Knapp and Senior Civil Engi-
neer Bret Swain, “The SHSP,
and a LRSP, are developed to
address the 4 E’s of traffic
safety: Engineering, Enforce-
ment, Education, and Emer-
gency Services. California
Department of Transporta-
tion (Caltrans) and the Fed-
eral Highway Administration
(FHWA) establish guidelines
for the preparation of a

Town Council:

Wednesday, March 9, 7 p.m.
Planning Commission:
Tuesday, March 15, 7 p.m.,

LRSP.”

TJKM has broken up the
project into tasks. Task 1, Vi-
sioning, Project Initiation,
and Management, will entail
the development of a vision
statement for the LRSP; in-
clude attendance at 3-5 vir-
tual stakeholder meetings;
include attendance of 2-3
town council meetings; atten-
dance at community engage-
ment meetings; preparing
materials for all meetings;
and provide budget and work
progress updates.

In Task 2, Document Re-
view, TJKM will review perti-
nent documents designed to
help establish goals for im-
proved safety accommoda-
tions for motorists and
pedestrians. Much of the re-
view will pertain to guide-
lines set forth by Moraga’s
General Plan, Caltrans, SHSP,
the United States Department
of Transportation and FHWA.

The third Task is Data
Collection, in which TJKM
will examine the latest avail-
able five-year collision his-
tory in order to investigate
before identifying potential
countermeasures. They will
also conduct a field review in
order to get a grasp of Mor-
aga’s roadway network and
collect roadway characteris-
tics such as travel patterns,
roadway width, speed (posted
and actual), traffic volumes,
curves and roadway
classifications.

Task 4, Collision and

Roadway Data Analysis, will
involve the review of data
with regards to predominant
collision types and the road-
way features that may have
been in place. The character-
istics will be reviewed to de-
termine if there were flaws in
the roadway designs.

In Task 5, Propose Ordi-
nances and Policies, TJKM
may offer suggestions as to
new ordinances and policies
in order to enhance local
road safety.

Task 6, Countermeasure
Selection, involves proposing
countermeasures based on
the information gathered in
various scenarios dealing
with collisions identified,
roadway design and condi-
tions. Countermeasures could
include signals at intersec-
tions, roadway segments and
the use of crash reduction
factors.

Developing Safety Pro-
jects is Task 7. TJKM will cre-
ate a prioritized list of safety
projects and will include cost
estimates, mapping and a
cost/benefit ratio of proposed
safety improvements.

Lastly, Task 8 is the pre-
sentation of the administra-
tive Final Local Roadway
Safety Plan to town staff and
Caltrans for comments and
revisions.

It is hoped that TJKM
completes the LRSP in time
for the town council’s July 13
meeting for adoption.

Park and Recreation Commission:
Monday, March 21, 7 p.m.,

Moraga School District Board Meetings :
Tuesday, March 8, 6 p.m.
www.moraga.k12.ca.us.
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Call Tony at
(925) 497-3741

Photo Vera Kochan

Something for everyone at the Moraga Seed Library

By Vera Kochan

As winter turns to spring,
amateur gardeners every-
where begin to make plans
for the appearance of their
yards. Buying already devel-
oped plants can be costly, so
the Moraga Library and the
Moraga Garden Club are
sponsoring a Seed Library
that allows patrons to “check
out” flower, vegetable and
herb seed packets for free
(only six per visit).

The first seed library be-
gan at the Berkeley Ecology
Center in 1999. It was called
the Bay Area Seed Inter-
change Library (BASIL). The
first seed library that was of-
fered in a public library was
located at the Gardiner Public
Library (Gardiner, N.Y.) in
2004. The concept became so
popular that the idea has
spread throughout the world
at hundreds of libraries, with
the United States taking the
lead. Even college libraries

have joined the program.
The Moraga Seed Li-
brary’s official opening was
Feb. 15, and in just three days
at least 85 people came by to
“check out” approximately
280 packets of seeds. MGC
collected over 2,500 seed
packets from more than 20
vendors and garden groups.
Thanks to the efforts of BSA
Scout Troop 402 (one of the
largest all-girl troops in the
nation), who helped stamp,
sort and alphabetize the seed
packets prior to placement in
three separate card catalogs,
patrons could easily look
through labeled drawers and
find exactly what they were
looking for, if not more.
“Teaching kids to garden
and where their food comes
from is the way to start them
off on a lifetime of healthy
eating,” stated Bobbie Pre-
ston, Moraga Seed Library’s
founder. “It sounds hokey, but
kids eat what they grow and
love what they grow.” To that

end, the Moraga Library has
provided gardening-related
books for enthusiasts to check
out or purchase, as well as
many free pamphlets to help
get novices started.

Some first-day “cus-
tomers” were searching for
seeds that didn’t need a lot of
maintenance. “I came to get
native plants and flowers,”
said Ferenc Kovac. “They
don’t require much water. I'm
trying to plant things to take
the place of lawn. I'm looking
for unusual seeds that look
like fun.”

Andrew Ku was inter-
ested in growing thyme and
other ground covering plants.
His fledgling business spe-
cializes in selling succulents
that he’s grown himself. He
plans on donating the profits
to organizations that are into
preserving and restoring na-
tive plants.

“I'm very impressed with
the large assortment of seeds
for vegetables, flowers and
herbs,” stated avid gardener
and Lamorinda Weekly re-
porter Sora O’Doherty. “I'm
also delighted to see how
much information on grow-
ing the seeds is available as
part of the Seed Library.”

Additionally, there’s a
comprehensive chart avail-
able for anyone interested in
growing plants that help sup-
port the monarch population.
While not all of those partic-
ular seeds are in the Library,
the information is notewor-
thy. There are plans to add a
basket of native California
pollinator seeds that will at-
tract bees, butterflies, insects
and birds to a garden. “While
the Rancho Laguna Monarch
Garden was begun because
the monarchs were in trou-
ble, I’'ve become committed to
protecting all our pollinators,

many of which are endan-
gered,” explained Preston.
“And, the way we do that is to
protect and expand their
habitat. Helping my neigh-
bors grow flowering and pro-
ductive gardens is my way of
making our community a
supportive one for all
pollinators.”

Community Library Man-
ager Rita Carrasco and Adult
Services Librarian Janae Diaz
have been a big help to Pre-
ston with regards to getting
the project off the ground.
Carrasco noted that a variety
of patrons from individuals to
couples and even families
stopped by to browse the seed
selections. A favorite choice
for kids was carrots. “People
were enthusiastic, grateful
and excited,” she said. “It’s

bigger than we anticipated! It
exceeded our expectations. It
seemed like people came in
for the Seed Library and
stayed to check out a book.”
So far, the most popular veg-
etable seed choices were
beans, squash, lettuce, car-
rots, peas, kale and chard. All
of the herbs were sampled
with basil and parsley in the
lead. The most prevalent
flower choices were milk-
weed, zinnias, poppies,
daisies, sunflowers and sweet
peas.

Preston is certain that
“those gardens will be beauti-
ful and bountiful and engag-
ing the kids of Lamorinda.
Supporting the pollinators is a
real win-win.”

For more information, email
MoragaSeedLibrary@gmail.com.

Expert Knowledge.

Exceptional Service.
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U
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REAL ESTATE GROUP
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Call Jim — He Knows What To Do

MCF makes $100K donation
to town to begin
ADA-compliant restroom

procurement

The Moraga Town Council
during its Feb. 23 meeting
authorized the purchase of
the Moraga Commons Park
Premanufactured ADA Re-
stroom Structure from the
Public Restroom Company at
a cost of up to $397,000. The
Moraga Community Founda-
tion has committed to
fundraising the entire cost of
the new restroom and the
foundation made an initial
donation on Feb. 23 in the
amount of $100,000 to en-
able the town to procure the
structure. According to a
staff report presented by

Parks and Recreation Direc-
tor Breyana Brandt, the new
structure will replace the
original main restroom at
Moraga Commons Park,
which was built in 1974 and
does not meet current
Americans with Disabilities
Act standards. The preman-
ufactured restroom design
will include four ADA-
compliant stalls, one ADA
drinking fountain, with roof
overhangs at both ends over
the doors. Construction is
scheduled to begin in the
fall/winter.

—J. Wake
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Coming Soon in Walnut Creek...
Charming 5 bedroom expanded
rancher on adorable cul-de-sac.

Make the Right Move this Spring!

Dana Reedy

JD | Broker Associate

415.205.8050
dana@danareedyhomes.com
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Council hears about Caltrans plans for maintaining
Highway 24 corridor

By Sora O'Doherty

Once again, Orinda eyes a bal-
ancing act, this time between
fire safety and maintaining
the scenic highway designa-
tion for Highway 24. Shawn
Casteel, Caltrans Agricultural
Biologist and Acting Senior
Environmental Planner, pre-
sented an update to the Orinda
City Council on fuel mitigation
work in the Orinda corridor
on Feb. 15. He explained Cal-
trans’ expanded approach to
vegetation management and
answered questions put by the
council.

Casteel said that a new
part of their program is an
annual workshop for Caltrans
to get input from fire depart-
ments. In public comment,
Charles Porges asked if the
workshop were open to the
public. Casteel got back to the
city after the meeting and
confirmed that the workshop
is, in fact, not open to the
public.

Another new element of

call 5104325716

Hello Lamorinda! Letme
introduce myself-'m Jack Perez. Im a
traditional Barber at SHARP Barber Shop
and I'd like to invite you to come see

me at Sharp Barbershop for your next _
Haircut! | specialize in scissor and /
clipper work with an emphasis on i
haircuts that grow out well. Schedule
online at SharpBarbershop.com or

1001 Oak Hill Rd, Lafayette
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Mary H. Smith D.D.S.

A Professional Corporation

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

o

Proudly serving
the Lamorinda
community for over
26 years.

We always welcome
new patients.

Our office delivers
the highest quality
and service.

Consults are always
complementary.

Come visit our brand new State of the Art office.
1 Bates Blvd. Ste. 210, Orinda, 925.254.0824

Photo Sora O'Dbherty

Caltrans’ maintenance plan is
fuel reduction service con-
tracts for work outside the
traditional edge treatments.
Normally, Caltrans would
maintain 8 feet from the edge
of the highway, but starting
this year, Caltrans will be hir-
ing contractors to provide fuel
reduction work beyond what
Caltrans would normally per-
form. These additional areas
were identified, Casteel said,
by local fire districts. In an-
swer to questions from Lam-
orinda Weekly following the
meeting, Moraga-Orinda Fire
District Chief Dave Winnacker
said that for years Caltrans
has sprayed chemical pre-
emergent along the roadside
to reduce the growth of an-
nual grasses and weeds.
MOFD has advocated to tran-
sition this spraying to mowing
of grass, hand thinning of en-
croaching brush, limbing of
healthy trees to maintain at
least 6 feet of clearance above
the ground, and removal of
dead trees. “While more is al-
ways better from a fire safety
standpoint, our advocacy has
been limited to vegetation
within 10 feet of the roadway
as this is covered under the
existing 1992 Caltrans EIR and

the area where 74% of fires
start (per Caltrans data),”
Winnacker said.

During the council meet-
ing, the question was raised
whether Highway 24 was pro-
tected from having billboards
by its status as a scenic high-
way. The answer was that
while that is true so long as a
highway is deemed to be
scenic, changes in the envi-
ronment of the highway might
endanger its scenic status,
and, in that case, billboards
would become a possibility
along the roadside.

Casteel laid out Caltrans’
workflow. Beginning with a
workshop on March 2, the an-
nual vegetation control plan
will be due on April 1. Annual
tree inspections will follow in
mid-June. Casteel compared
the project to managing a re-
ally big farm. Caltrans is re-
sponsible for over 40,000
acres. The portion of Highway
24 that traverses Orinda is ap-
proximately four miles long.

Vice Mayor Inga Miller
and Council Member Amy
Worth both spoke about how
important it is to the city of
Orinda to maintain the scenic
highway status for Highway
24, (as well as Highway 13,
which was not under discus-
sion). Miller said that she
“wants to make sure that we
know about anything that
threatens the scenic highway
rating for Highway 24 and that
we take actions to maintain
our visual corridor without
billboards.” Worth asked
about the status of oak trees,
to which Casteel replied that
oak trees are a valued tree for
Caltrans, and it wants to pre-
serve them.

Worth agreed that oaks
perform very well in fires, as
opposed to non-native trees.
She asked if the scenic high-
way designation precluded

billboards. That question was
taken up by Sheryl Sablan,
Caltrans environmental main-
tenance office chief, who ex-
plained that it is all about
maintaining the scenic char-
acter of the highway. “If we
clear cut it, it would take us
out of the scenic highway des-
ignation,” she said. “That is
one of the reasons why we
don’t want to do that.”

Council Member Darlene
Gee wondered about longer-
term replacement of vegeta-
tion in addition to fuel reduc-
tion and maintenance, but she
was referred to Caltrans’ land-
scape architecture department
for such inquiries.

Orinda Mayor Dennis Fay
acknowledges the importance
of using Highway 24 as a fire
break. “It would be nice to
know when you are going to
do it, the time frame, which
types of trees will be re-
moved,” he said, adding, “ba-
sically, what you are going to
do and when you are going to
do it.” Casteel replied that af-
ter the preparation of a fuel
reduction action plan by the
contractor, a detailed list of
work to be performed will be
available. Caltrans is cur-
rently working through the
process of selecting a
contractor.

Chief Winnacker, in com-
ments after the meeting, noted
that “the California Streets and
Highways Code does not ap-
pear to address the removal of
ground fuels and dead trees as
grounds for revocation of the
Scenic Highway designation.
This has previously been
stated by Caltrans’ represen-
tatives, specifically that the
scope of work they are under-
taking would not be grounds
for a review of Highway 24’s
inclusion in Section 263.3 of
the Streets and Highway
Code.”

Orinda digs into planning for next
housing element cycle

... continued from Page Al

Orinda Union School District
has two potential sites, one an
undeveloped portion of the
Miramonte High School prop-
erty, and the other a vacant
portion of the Sleepy Hollow
Elementary School property.
However, the latter site may
only be accessed via a vacant
parcel on Bear Creek Road,
owned by the East Bay Munic-
ipal Utility District. That site
could potentially also be de-
veloped concurrently with the
Sleepy Hollow site.

The church sites, exclud-
ing the ones currently either
approved or pending ap-
proval, could account for an-
other 126 units. The OUSD
sites could potentially account
for another 235 units, and
government-owned sites could
potentially provide another
1,548 units. However, over
1,000 of those units would be
on the BART parking lots and,
after considerable discussion,
those sites were deemed inap-
propriate for the next housing
cycle, although they could well

, City Council

ORINDA

_' Regular Meeting:

be used in a future housing
cycle.

In response to public in-
put, staff recommended low-
ering assumed building
heights from 55 to 45 feet and
decreasing assumed building
density from 85 dwelling units
per acre to 30.

In response to questions
about the potential for hous-
ing on the BART parking lot
sites, Buckley explained that
Orinda BART is unique be-
cause the land is actually
owned by Caltrans, and the
Orinda station is categorized
as an automobile dependent
station. Developing housing
on the site could result in very
few parking spaces remaining.
Gastelum added that there is
no shovel-ready plan for
housing on the BART sites, so
recommended not including
them in this cycle.

Economic consultant Ja-
son Moody was asked about
how the housing element
might affect the financial de-
velopment of downtown.
Council Member Nick Kosla
wondered, “Do we have to

Planning Commission
Tuesday, March 8, 7 p.m.
Tuesday, March 15, 7 p.m. By Teleconference Only
By Teleconference Only

turn our whole downtown into
a housing development, and if
we do, will we get any of the
benefits we want?” Moody re-
sponded, “I don’t think your
entire downtown is going to be
converted into housing,”
adding, “It is particularly diffi-
cult to build housing where
there are existing viable uses.”

One issue that needed to
be decided was whether or not
the city should do the required
rezoning before Jan. 31.
Council Member Amy Worth
said, “It’s really important that
we show good faith to HCD,”
and agreed that the city should
proceed with the rezoning by
Jan. 31. Worth also said that
she would reach out to Cal-
trans about their parcel for
potential housing.

City Manager David Biggs
thanked the council. “It’s
great that we are getting peo-
ple to engage,” he said, adding
that the goal is to have some-
thing that HCD will approve.
“We need to make a good faith
effort and, at the end of the
day, come up with something
that works.”

Supplemental Sales Tax
Oversight Commission
Wednesday, March 9, 6:30 p.m.
By Teleconference Only
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Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get
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Pending Sale - Classic Charm in Orinda

Valley View Dr | 5 BR | 4 BA | 2493 sqft | Offered at $2.300,000
Sold off-market prior to preparation for sale
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Photo courtesy Bill Carmel

Artist John Barry demonstrates trAction painting at the

Lafayette Art and Wine Festival.

Orinda library gallery features High School Visual Arts

Competition

The 19th Annual High School Visual Arts Competition, hosted by the Lamorinda Arts Council,
will be live in the Orinda library gallery during the month of March. There will be an awards
ceremony, open to the public, on Thursday, March 10 from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at the gallery. Cash
awards and merit citations will be presented to artists in four categories for this juried show.
The categories are 2D: painting, drawing, printmaking, mixed media, collage; 3D: ceramics,
sculpture, jewelry, construction; photography: traditional film and digital photography; and the
Lamorinda Arts Alliance digital art category, which is for two-dimensional artwork that is
produced or manipulated on a computer platform and then printed on paper, canvas or other

material.

The competition is open to students who live in or attend public or private high schools in
Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda. The exhibition will continue to be displayed virtually on the
Lamorinda Arts Council’s website from April 2022 to April 2023. For further information
visit www.lamorindaarts.org/vac or call (925) 359-4490. - S. O’Doherty

public art projects done with
community partners. The pieces
entitled “Festival Wheelies”
were done with Danville artist
John Barry, creator of the trAc-
tion painting process. The work
was painted during the
Lafayette Art & Wine Festival by
dipping Barry’s rollerblades in
paint, then making lines and
marks on canvas. (Barry ex-

plains his technique in a
Youtube video, at
https://youtu.be/DnOhloFNWDM)
Another piece on display in
March is Carmel’s Veil Tapestry,
which was created by asking
people to paint sacred words on
a large traveling canvas. For
more information,
visit www.lamorindaarts.org/
current-exhibits-wilder/

By Sora O'Doherty

The art gallery at Wilder Art &
Garden Center will be returning
to some in-person events this
month. The featured artist for
March, Bill Carmel, will be hon-
ored at a reception on Sunday,
March 6 from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m.
Although the gallery is still gen-
erally closed to the public owing
to the COVID-19 pandemic,
there will be in-person view-
ings, which can be arranged by
emailing curator Aniston Bres-
lin at
wildergallery@lamorindaarts.org.
The exhibition at the Wider
gallery will include work from

Orinda’s
Lowest
Gas Prices
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22 Bryant Way Next to Casa Ormda

OUSD breaks ground on new
multi-purpose room at
Sleepy Hollow Elementary

Photo Sora O'Doherty

From left: OUSD Facilities Director Stuart House, Board
Member Jason Kaune, Board Member Cara Hoxie,
Superintendent Aida Glimme, Board Vice President Hillary
Weiner, Board Member Liz Daoust, Board President Carol
Brown, Principal Patsy Templeton and OUSD Director of
Business Services Regina Webber.

By Sora O’Doherty

On a sunny Valentine’s Day
morning, the Orinda Union
School District broke ground to
start building a new multi-
purpose room at Sleepy Hollow
Elementary School. The new
building was conceived in re-
sponse to a plan by Moraga-
Orinda Fire District Chief David
Winnacker to provide a fire-
resistant building where stu-
dents and staff could shelter in
the event of a wildfire. Another

part of that plan was the instal-
lation in 2019 of a 10,000-gallon
water tank, which would enable
a fire engine to pump water
over the building while a fire
passed through the area. The
7,000 square foot state-of-the-art
building will provide space for
physical education, school as-
semblies, lunch and perfor-
mances, and features large roll-
up doors to provide for indoor-
outdoor events. It is expected
that the building will be ready
for use by Aug. 1, 2023.

Visit our Snack Shop & play Lotto & Lottery

Mon-Sat5am-12am;Sun6am-11 pm
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Dr. Matthew Tamplen, who grew up in Lafayette
and is a well-known Facial Plastic Surgeon

with Kaiser Permanente, just opened a private
practice in Downtown Orinda to better serve
Lamorinda patients.

Matthew Tamplen, MD

Orinda Office:

77 Moraga way Suite G, Orinda
925-444-0824
TamplenPlasticSurgery.com

TAMPLEN

Double Board-Certified Facial Plastic
and Reconstructive Surgeon.
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MOFD chief discusses Shaded Fuel Break
project and the coming fire season

Photo courtesy MOFD

Red Flag Warnings may come
early this year.

By Vera Kochan

Due to the lack of rain this
winter, the fire season and its
conditions are coming much
sooner this year. In prepara-
tion for Lamorinda’s worst-
case scenario, Moraga-Orinda
Fire District Chief Dave Win-
nacker gave a detailed pre-
sentation during the Moraga
Town Council’s Feb. 23
meeting.

MOFD has firmed up the
area of the Shaded Fuel Break
project that was made possible
by the $6.3 million grant re-
cently received from the Cali-
fornia Climate Initiative
through Cal Fire. The project
“will start at Highway 24 near
Cal Shakes, on the north side
of 24 at the Wilder off ramp;
and work its way down the
western side of Wilder subdi-
vision; wrap around the area
known as Lost Valley by the

PG&E [Pacific Gas & Electric]

% substation; then around the

country club running up along
the high ground on Flicker
Ridge,” explained Winnacker.
“So really, moving between
Lost Valley, the country club
and the community of Canyon;
making its way down to
Canyon Road; following
Canyon Road down to the
Valle Vista Staging Area; and
then wrapping around the
neighborhood by J.M. [Joaquin
Moraga Intermediate School];
around Sanders out across to
Saint Mary’s [College]; and
then across through areas just
immediately east of the GHAD
[Geologic Hazard Abatement
Districts]; and terminate at
Sky-Hy at the Moraga-
Lafayette line.” Winnacker
stressed that only dead or dy-
ing trees will be removed in
addition to any limbing-up of
the lower portions of trees
that are close to the ground.
“We will essentially put a
large catcher’s mitt around
West Orinda and South Mor-
aga,” continued Winnacker.
“We’re happy to report that
we have been in a collabora-
tive manner with Cal Fire,
who’s been putting in for a
project on this year’s CCIS
grant cycle to extend that
work out around Rossmoor.”
Additionally, the MOFD
Board has two proposed new
ordinances in the works. One

ordinance is to extend the
very high Fire Hazard Severity
Zone to districts that are Wild-
land Urban Interface Fire Ar-
eas where enhanced fire-safe
construction has gone into af-
fect. The second ordinance in-
volves the expansion of fuel
mitigation requirements for
undeveloped parcels which
currently reside within the
Fire Code. The property own-
ers must maintain fuel breaks
where those parcels end so
that wildfires will not spread
onto the lands of another,
which is a violation of the Fire
Code and a state law.

MOFD is also asking resi-
dents to begin doing a fire as-
sessment check of their yards
early this year. Look for dead
trees and fuel that will carry
the fire such as dead brush or
overgrown grass. Winnacker
noted that Republic Services
will provide a second green
bin for free, and they will
make multiple green waste
pickups for free as well. Also
remove mulch from within 2-
feet of the house. Residents
are encouraged to sign up for
the Community Warning Sys-
tem (www.CWSalerts.com) for
future evacuation exercises or
in the event of an actual
emergency.

For additional fire infor-
mation visit MOFD’s website:
www.MOFD.org.

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Lafayette Town Council authorizes
subcommittee to pursue purchasing
property for public use

... continued from Page A3

The city would hold on to this
property and convert it to
public use while it waits to
find property more suitable
for city offices and a civic
center.

Three considerations were
key to this discussion. First,
according to the staff report,
by law the city is not allowed
to invest in real estate if it is
not actively being used for
public purposes. In other
words, it is not able to “land
bank” property and keep it va-
cant. However, choosing a
public purpose incorrectly
could result in the city not be-
ing able to sell the property
when it identifies a more suit-
able property.

According to the report,
“selling the asset and elimi-

nating a use to which residents
have become accustomed in
order to develop a civic cen-
ter/city offices may prove to be
unpopular ... even if we try to
make absolutely clear to the
public that the property is be-
ing acquired with funds from
the City Offices Fund. ...This
will need to be taken into con-
sideration.” An example of
this type of a scenario would
be turning the interim prop-
erty into a public gathering
space, public parking, or
gallery. If, after several years
of the public enjoying use of
the space, the property is sold
to a developer, it could be an-
ticipated that there would be
public outcry.

The second consideration
involves legal constraints and
timing issues the city might
face when selling a property.

According to the staff report,
“there are legal constraints on
the city when it disposes of
property, particularly property
that has been used for parks.”
In addition, according to city
attorney Mala Subramanian, it
could take some time to sell
the property since under cur-
rent law the city would be re-
quired to go through the
process of offering it up to af-
fordable housing groups and
other public agencies and pos-
sibly spend some time going
through negotiations. Fur-
thermore “should the laws
change and there be certain
requirements imposed on the
city we’d be stuck with that
and so that’s something to
consider.”

Finally, the third consid-
eration related to financing of
the interim property. Accord-
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FULL GEAR YOUTH FOOTBALL CAMP

INSTRUCTOR: KEVIN MACY, HEAD FOOTBALL COACH
AT CAMPOLINDO HIGH 5CHOOL

GRADES 5 — 8, SEPARATED BY GRADE

DATES: July 11-15 & July 18-22 TIMES: 1:30 —5:00 P.M.
FEES: $500 (T-shirt included)
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Housing Element.

WHAT IS YOUR VISION FOR LAFAYETTE?

The City of Lafayette wants to hear from you to ensure that
the 2040 General Plan is responsive to our community’s values
and the challenges of the coming years.

WHY IS THE GENERAL PLAN IMPORTANT?

The City of Lafayette’s 2040 General Plan will be the blueprint
for how and where the City will grow over the next 20 years and
will guide the future character and quality of development.

The General Plan centers community priorities around
conservation and development to define a desirable balance for
Lafayette’s social, environmental and economic values.

HOW DO | GET INVOLVED?

To learn more about the General Plan as well as details to attend
upcoming meetings, visit www.planlafayette.org.

e February 28: Review of the Draft
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the
Housing Element Update.

e March 1, 8, & 15: General Plan Advisory
Committee (GPAC) meetings on sites where
housing could be planned for.

e March 7: Public Hearing for the Draft EIR for
the Housing Element.

e March 21; April 4 & 18; May 9 & 23
Additional Meetings to Review the Draft

Questions? Email generalplan@lovelafayette.org or call (925) 284-1976.

ing to the staff report, in addi-
tion to the initial costs to ac-
quire the property and make it
“fit and ready” for the pro-
posed public use(s), estimates
of on-going costs for maintain-
ing and staffing the property
need to be considered as well.
These costs, as well as the cost
of potential financing for the
property need to align with the
current amount the city is
spending to lease its office
space.

Robinson noted that ex-
tensive financial analyses have
been done, adding that there
“are absolutely avenues for the
city to borrow money, similar
to a mortgage. Net present val-
ues definitely show that over a
long period of time, it’s much
better to be able to own than
to rent."

In her report, Robinson
pointed out, however, that
there is a chance that “we may
now be in a real estate bubble,
and there is a possibility that
the value of any property ac-
quired may decrease rather
than increase.”

Grace Dixon and David
Clark, during the public com-
ment portion of the meeting,
were both excited about the
concept.

Council Member Gina
Dawson said her ask would be
to explore financial instru-
ments "to make the most of the
money that we do have and
maximizing it as much as pos-
sible." Council Member Wei-
Tai Kwok was also supportive
of the activity to set this up.

Anduri said that the first
thing the subcommittee will be
looking for are properties to to
invest to hold the value of the
City Offices Fund. “If in the
course of doing this we locate
a property, either an existing
fully-built property or land
that we can develop, I cer-
tainly see us looking at options
to develop it and look at fi-
nancing methods, and bring
those to the council.”

The council voted unani-
mously to adopt the recom-
mendation to authorize the
subcommittee, which will be
coming back with a report.

Lafayette Community Conversations
on Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Belonging

7:00 - 8:30pm

Lafayette Library Don Tatzin Hall
(wheelchair accessible)
Masks and proof of vax required

included.

You are invited to join us in our Community Conversation #4, hosted by
the Lafayette Community DEIB Committee.

As a City that is known for its warm community spirit, and as a place that
will experience both growth and change during the next decade, we look
forward to exploring ways to make newcomers feel welcome and

We will be joined in conversation by realtors, students, representatives
from neighborhood groups and City representatives.

If you have ways your neighborhood welcomes newcomers, or ideas you
think we should try, please come share them. We will also talk about

how some of these ideas or others might help newcomers in apartments
or other high density housing complexes also feel welcome in Lafayette.

This event is co-sponsored by the Lafayette Homeowners Council and
Lafayette Library and Learning Center Foundation. At this time,
masks and proof of vaccination are required by the LLLC.

For questions: please contact LafayetteDEIB@gmail.com
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SUMMER CAMPS

2022

Part 1, Spring Break, Full Day and
Overnight Summer Camps

(Part 2, half-day camps, March 30, 2022)

SPRING BREAK CAMPS

Randy Bennett Spring Break Basketball Camp
(Moraga)

See
The Randy Bennett Spring Break Camp held at Saint _a_d_l
Mary’s College in University Credit Union Pavilion is
a great way for boys and girls K-6th grades to receive
top-class instruction on every aspect of the game, led by
Coach Bennett and his staff. Encouragement and positive
reinforcement lead to improvement in fundamental
basketball skills as learners discover how to successfully
function in a group-oriented setting. Dates: April 4-8.
www.smcmensbasketballcamps.com/

Town Hall Theatre

(Lafayette)

ﬁ’

Town Hall Education is holding Spring Break
Camps running April 4th-8th! With five
different sessions for PreK- 5th graders, three
different sessions for 6th-9th graders, and two
different sessions for 9th-12th graders. Full
day and half day camps are available as well
as discounts for multiple days! Come have fun
and build your skills.

(925) 283-1557 www.TownHallTheatre.com

FULL DAY CAMPS

Adventure Day Camp
(Moraga)

Celebrating 22 years! A traditional summer day camp for children ages
3-15.In a relaxed atmosphere, children gain confidence and skills in a
wide range of camp activities including:

swimming, horseback riding, sailing, skateboarding, woodworking,
science, arts, sports, archery, drama, music, rock climbing, hiking,
overnight camping, and camp games.

Dates: June-August (925) 937-6500 www.adventuredaycamp.com

Ballplayer Olympics
(Moraga)

Bigger & Better for 2022! Full day outdoor multi-sport camp + giant
inflatable slide and obstacle course! New batting cage & pitching
machine too. Great coaches that bring the FUN! Lunch included. Full
week & single day options.

www.bayareaballplayers.com bayareaballplayers@gmail.com

Berkeley Rep See
(Berkely) 3\4’

Berkeley Rep is back in-person with our most popular summer
programs! Create your own play, musical, or film, learn from award-
winning professionals, and become fully immersed in the world of
theatre regardless of experience level. The only requirement is a mind
open to imagination, collaboration, and lots of fun!
www.berkeleyrep.org/school

Camp Awesome Summer Camp
(Lafayette)

Camp Awesome is back in action and is just as fun and affordable.
Open all ten weeks of summer: Day Camp (9am- 2pm), Early Care (8am),
Afternoon (2-5:30pm). Registration opens March 14th!

Dates: May 31st - August 5th (M-F).

Phone: (925) 284-2232 www.LafayetteRec.org

Cougar Youth Football Camp See
(Moraga) _ﬁd

The Cougar Youth Football Camp directed by Head Coach Kevin Macy

for grades 4-8 is held at Campolindo High School July 11-15 & July

18-22. Cost is $500 with all equipment including T-shirt supplied.

Registration forms online.

Register at www. cougarcamps.com

Lady Mats Girls Basketball Camp
(Orinda)

The Lady Mats camp will focus on teaching basketball skills and
fundamentals. The camp will have sessions in August for 3rd to 5th
grades and 6-8th grades. All camps will be run at Miramonte HS by the
Miramonte coaching staff and current and former players.

Dates: 7/25 - 7/29 and 8/1 - 8/5.

vwirthman@hotmail.com Phone: (510) 504-5683

Nature Camp
(Orinda)

Ages 6-12. Have fun exploring creeks and ponds, meadows and woods
and discovering the oldest ranch in Orinda, the Wagner Ranch Nature
Area. Also enjoy hikes, climbs, games, and crafts. This is a fully outdoor,
unplugged and in-nature experience! Half-day and full-day options.
Counselors-In-Training for grades 8-9.

www.fwrna.org contact Brad: FWRNATreasurer@gmail.com, (925) 348-6707

See
)
The Randy Bennett Day Camps held at Saint Mary’s College in University
Credit Union Pavilion are a great way for boys and girls grades K-8th to
receive top-class instruction on every aspect of the game, led by Coach
Bennett and his staff. Morning, afternoon and full day options available.
Day Camps in June 13-17,20-24, 27-July 1/ July 11-15 (K-6)
www.smcmensbasketballcamps.com/

Randy Bennett Basketball Camps
(Moraga)

SMC Soccer Camp
(Moraga)

See
=)

SMC Soccer Camps include a variety of camps tailored for all ages
and abilities! We offer half-day and full-day Youth Camps and Elite
ID Camps. Saint Mary’s College is very fortunate to have some of the
finest collegiate coaches in Northern California. Head Coach Theresa
Romagnolo hand selects and trains her staff, composed of top-level
coaches and collegiate players. All instructors have been chosen for
their extensive knowledge of the game and their enthusiasm to work
with young athletes. Register at www. smcwomenssoccercamps.com.

Did we miss your favorite camp? On April 4 we will list all half-day camps and

classes. Reach 60,000+ in Lamorinda and advertise with us.
Call (925) 377-0977 or email wendy@lamorindaweekly.com.

Sienna Ranch
(Lafayette)

Sienna Ranch is offering full day

9 a.m.-3 p.m. Outdoor Summer
Camps for Kids PreK-8th Grade.
Join our Sienna Ranch outdoor
instructors for nature exploration,
visiting our animals, learning
survival skills, nature based crafts
and more! admin@siennaranchl.net
(925) 283-6311.
www.siennaranch.net/programs/

summer-camp/
See
ad ‘

Join us for a summer of imaginative
games, crafts, songs, and field trips
as we create our own “Happiest
Place on Earth”Ages 5.5 - 11

Weekly sessions June 6-August 5
9a.m. - 3 p.m. with extended care
available

Located at Hacienda de las Flores
(925) 888-7045 www.moragarec.com

Moraga Day Camp
(Moraga)

Spanish Immersion

Summer Camps ¢,
(Lafayette) id_‘
Learn or improve Spanish language
skills at Viva el Espafiol through
games, music, arts and crafts,
science projects and cooking.
During each weeklong camp
students learn vocabulary related
to a specific kid-friendly theme
such as Adventures at the Reservoir
or Rainforest Expedition. Full day,
9.a.m.- 3 p.m. Before/after-care
available. Half-day options also
available.
(925) 962-9177
www.vivaelespanol.org

LAMORINDA WEEKLY
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HALF-DAY CAMPS
Pre-K, K, 1st, 6-12th
One Day Price: $75
9am-12pm or Tpm-4pm
at TH Studio

925.283.6673

h $50 OFF using the code LW50 at checkout

Come for a day or
for a full week of fun!

Town Hall Theatre Company

education@townhalltheatre.com

EDUCATION
SPRING BREAK CAMPS

Pre-K thru High School
April 4-8, 2022

FULL-DAY CAMPS
2nd-5th grade
One Day Price: $150
2am-4pm
at TH Theatre

RecisTeER HERE

Join us to sing, dance, cook, paint,
and play games...jen espaiol!

Camps will be held at our language center and at
For kids from 5 to 10

; info@vivaelespanol.org www.vivaelespanol.org 925-962-9177 + f @

..... I R L R

Weekly June 6 - August 5
9am to 3pm Daily - Extended Care Available
Agess.5-11
$275 (includes weekly fieldtrip)

moragarec.com

BERKELEY REP
SCHOOL OF THEATRE

SUMMER

THEATRE INTENSIVE
SESSION |

Rising 6-8 Gr « In-Person

6/13-6/2u - Mon—Fri - 9am-Lpm
SESSION 2

Rising 9-12 Gr - In-Person

6/27-7/15 - Mon—Fri - 9am-Llpm

GCET
READY TO
DIVE INTO
SUMMER

Join us for our most popular summer programs
and learn from the best at Berkeley Rep!

ORIGINAL MUSICAL
THEATRE CREATION
Rising 912 Gr - In-Person

7/18-8/5 - Mon—Fri - 9am-tpm

FILMMAKING
INTENSIVE

Juml WELLS FARGO Gisele & Kenneth F. Miller ~ Woodlawn Foundation
Rising 9-12 Gr - In-Person
6/13-6/24 - Mon—Fri - 4:30pm-8pm

BERKELEYREP.ORG/SCHOOL » 510-GLI7-2978

RANDY BENNETT ;&

BASKHETBALL CA

T

AT SAINT MARY'S COLLEGE

13 sPRING EEEAI{ CAMP

RB DAY CAMPS

JUNE 13-17, JUNE 20-24, JUNE 27-JULY 1, JULY 11-15

FATHER-SON CAMP

-~ 2
F

| HIGHP
3 o,

JULY 1817

REGISTER ONLINE:

OTENTIAL CAMP
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CALL TOM
FOR A FREE
ESTIMATE

Since 1993!
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Quality Hearing Aids e In Ear Monitors ® Ear Mold Impressions

Au.D., CCC-A, FAAA
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FREE Initial Consultation
Now taking Blue Cross, Blue Shield and Medicare.

Dr. Erik M. Breitling,

3744 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite 100, Lafayette
(925) 262-4242 www.LamorindaAudiology.com

JLAMORINDA
tsUDIOLOGY T

Swim Plugs ¢ Comprehensive Diagnostic Adult Hearing Evaluations
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TREE SCULPTURE

COMPLETE TREE CARE
Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!

Certified Arborists <« License #655977
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com

Fully Insured <

Service Clubs Announcements

Lamorinda Sunrise

Rutary

Every Friday, 7:00 a.m. — 8:15 a.m.
Lafayette Veterans Memorial Building
OR Zoom Link at https://lamorindasunrise.org/speakers

March 2022 Weekly Speakers
4: Budd Mac Kenzie: Afghanistan - US Withdrawal Education Impact
11: Annie Murphy Paul: Author, The Extended Mind
18: Pearce Godwin: Founder, Listen First Project
25: Bobbie Landers and Kent Long: Saving The Joaquin Moraga Adobe

DRE 02155340

Letters to the editor

Moraga Renters, Workers,
Students Need to Weigh In

If you work, live, or go to
school in Moraga, give your
opinion over what types of
housing need to be built in
the near future. Go to Make-
MoragaHome.org to fill out
the survey (available until
March 15). Also subscribe

for updates and stay in-
volved!

To learn more about
policies to make housing less

expensive, email Inclusive-
Moraga@gmail.com.
Ashley Coates, Co-Founder
InclusiveMoraga

Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and not necessarily those of the
Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will include the writer's name and city/town of residence -- we
will only accept letters from those who live in, or own a business in, the communities comprising
Lamorinda (please give us your phone number for verification purposes only). Letters must be factually
accurate and be 350 words or less; letters of up to 500 words will be accepted on a space-available
basis. Visit www.lamorindaweekly.com for submission guidelines. Email: letters@lamorindaweekly.com;
Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, PO.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

Legislation introduced to clamp down
on illegal dumping

By Sora O'Doherty

Assemblymember Rebecca
Bauer-Kahan, who represents
Lamorinda, has introduced
legislation in response to a
surge in illegal dumping in
California. “The illegal
dumping of trash, furniture,
mattresses, appliances, and
toxic materials is out of con-
trol in both our rural and ur-
ban areas - it isn’t just un-
sightly, it is putting the health
of our communities and en-
vironment at risk,” according
to Bauer-Kahan. “Every Cali-
fornian deserves the right to
live in clean, garbage-free
neighborhoods.”

The subject of illegal
dumping along Highway 24
in Orinda was recently dis-
cussed by the Orinda City

Council, and Council Member

Amy Worth said that she had
personally examined materi-
als illegally dumped near the
Wilder development and
concluded that they con-
tained refuse from municipal
road works.

The bill, which builds
upon existing legislation,
would raise fines on illegal
dumping of commercial
quantities up to $5,000 for a
first conviction, up to $10,000
for a second conviction, and
up to $20,000 for a third or

subsequent conviction. Cur-
rently the law provides for
fines of up to $1,000 for a first
conviction, up to $1,500 for a
second conviction, and up to
$3,000 for a third or subse-
quent conviction.

Additionally, the bill, AB
2374, would give judges dis-
cretion to require the con-
victed to pay for the removal
of their illegal dumping, sus-
pend the business license of
any individual convicted of
dumping waste connected to
their business, and allow for
that person’s name and name
of the business to be publicly
displayed as convicted of ille-
gal dumping.

What's that?
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We’re not just a real estate brokerage.
We’re your contractor and designer, too.

We’re Enkasa. Just think of us as your agent, contractor, and designer—all in one.
Figure out what needs remodeling (and how much it will cost) before you buy. Plan
for updates to increase your home’s value before you sell. Our team is your team,
and we’re here to help you get the most out of every home.

Text or call 925.238.3358
EnkasaHomes.com

ZAIENKASA

Unlock the potential in every home.
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SMC Museum of Art opens
two new exhibits

Mid-20th Century "spirit spouse" from
Republic of Cote d'Ivoire "Blolo Bian"

By Vera Kochan

“Stock” and “Power & Pur-
pose” are two new exhibits
currently featured in the
Saint Mary’s College Museum
of Art. Both installations are
poles apart from each other
in content, but like-minded in
their thought provoking
natures.

Artist Andrew Mount is
an SMC faculty professor
whose works make up the
“Stock” exhibit. According to
the museum, “The word
‘stock’ could be a product, an
amount of something, or a
constituent part of a corpo-
ration.” Wordplay is a big
part of this exhibit’s running
theme, and if words are not
visible in the art itself, then
symbols are scattered within
it that subliminally remind
the viewer of contemporary
monetary institutions. If all
of this sounds puzzling, keep
in mind that aspects of the
exhibit are meant to be ana-
lyzed and prove thought
provoking.

“Stock is a solo exhibit
about wealth and debt that
invites the viewer to partici-
pate in how these symbols
are cycled through time,”
Academic & Engagement Cu-
rator Britt Royer stated.
Many of the hidden messages
are obvious, as in the very
first work, which is titled
“Stocks,” where words such
as “default,” “punish” and
“debt” are allowed to be ink-
stamped onto a wall by pa-
trons through interactive
methods.

“Real Property” is an-
other “hidden meaning” type
of exhibit that uses not only

"Akua Ba"

words, but popular symbol-
ism to represent corporate
influence, all disguised as
various medieval coats of
arms. As is typical of most
modern art, the intended
meaning of this exhibit’s
pieces may not be overtly ob-
vious, but they are fun once
you get the gist of where he’s
headed.

The other exhibit in the
art museum is “Power & Pur-
pose: Reflections on the
African Art Collection,” the
artifacts of which are part of
SMC’s permanent collection
and displayed in honor of
Black History Month. It is
guest curated by Kathy Lit-
tles, Ph.D., provost with Cali-
fornia Institute of Integral
Studies.

The installation is meant
to highlight “the nearly 40
objects that speak to notions
of beauty, hierarchy, mother-
hood, masculinity, spiritual-
ity, sustainability, rites of
passage and diversity that
permeates the continent in
both its traditions and cul-
tural practices.”

Seventeen tribes are rep-
resented through the 18th,
19th and 20th century arti-
facts in the exhibit, and while
they can be considered
works of art, the original in-
tent of many of the pieces
was to serve a spiritual or
medicinal purpose. One such
piece from mid-20th century
Ghana is a fertility statue
(“Akua Ba” meaning Akua‘s
Child) made of wood, glass
and beads. Royer explained
that it was commissioned by
an infertile woman who was
instructed by a priest to carry
it on her back the way one

Photos Vera Kochan
Mid-20th Century fertility figure from Ghana

would carry a baby. Even
though Akua was mocked by
fellow villagers, eventually
the woman did conceive a
child. Other women of the
tribe began to adopt the
practice.

Another piece, from the
Republic of Cote d’Ivoire is a
wooden Blolo Bian (Male
Figure), also from the mid-
20th century. The Baule peo-
ple believed in a “spirit
spouse,” a likeness that stood
in for a deceased spouse.
Anyone experiencing physi-
cal or emotional distress
sought the advice of a diviner
who might make a determi-
nation that a deceased part-
ner is jealous of the living
spouse. As such, a wooden
replica of the deceased would
be commissioned and offer-
ings must be given to the
spiritual partner with in-
structions that the figure
must be cared for regularly.

There’s also an interac-
tive room with a large map of
Africa that displays the tribal
locations where each of the
artifacts came from. Included
in the room is some informa-
tion on Restitution and the
opportunity for patrons to
post their views about the
topic on a wall. The opposite
wall has an “ancestral altar”
dedicated to the memory of
ancestors with mementos or
meaningful tokens from their
lives. The exhibit explains
that many cultures have such
altars where the grieving can
take a moment to remember
their loved ones with peace
and love.

“Stock” closes May 8;
“Power & Purpose” closes
June 19.

High school musicals return to the
stage this spring

Rehearsal for Campolindo’s “Cinderella”

By Jenn Freedman

Full scale, live theatrical pro-
ductions are back at Lamor-
inda high schools this spring,
after two years of improvising
(at recording studios, outdoor
amphitheaters, and more)
during COVID. However, while
California Gov. Gavin Newsom
announced on Feb. 28 the state
will stop requiring masks in
schools as of March 12, the
date falls after many of these
high school productions are

scheduled to begin. The
Acalanes Union High School
District is urgently requesting
the California Department of
Public Health (CDPH) to allow
the performers to take to the
stage unmasked, similarly to
what other extracurricular ac-
tivities are already doing.

“We believe the change [to
the public health guidance]
would have significant and
lasting benefit for California’s
students by allowing them to
perform unmasked. Perform-

Photo Cindy Cattell

and coordinated advocacy like
sports has had through ‘Let
them Play,’ organizations like

| CIF (California Interscholastic

Federation), and professional
' athletes. These students de-

%! serve the same consideration

and opportunities,” Superin-

« tendent John Nickerson wrote

in a letter to Dr. Sohil Sud, co-
lead for Safe Schools with
CDPH.

“Our job as theater artists
is to tell a story,” Miramonte’s
director Heather Cousins
explains.

“Our storytelling is se-
verely compromised if the au-
dience cannot distinguish who
is speaking and talking, not to
mention the physical exertion
required to dance in heavy
costumes under hot lights.”

Regardless of the decision
to mask or unmask, the shows
will goon ...
theater departments are plan-
ning all-out productions, com-
plete with large casts, full sets,
costumes, student pit orches-
tras, props, lights, and more.

... continued on Page B2
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Take a chocolaty dive into this dense and delicious dessert
Fallen Chocolate Souffle Cake |

(Serves about 20 small but perfect slices)

Fallen Chocolate Soufflé Cake

By Susie Iventosch

This cake is rich, dense, and
definitely very chocolaty. Made
with a full pound of bittersweet
chocolate, eggs, a little sugar
and Amaretto, it is decadent and
delicious. We love to serve it
with raspberry coulis and a
dollop of vanilla whipped
cream. The original cake was
one my mother-in-law made for
family gatherings. She found it
in the newspaper as one of the
featured desserts at the iconic
Chanterelle Restaurant in Man-
hattan. We have made a few
changes, substituting brown
sugar for white, Amaretto for
orange or coffee liqueur, and all
bittersweet chocolate in place of
the combination of semi-sweet
and unsweetened. I hope you
enjoy this cake as much as our
family does!

We also make it in two
smaller springform pans when
we want to freeze some for later

Photos Susie Iventosch

or if we have a smaller group
that we are serving. This cake
freezes well, and all you need to
do is completely wrap it in plas-
tic wrap before freezing it. Be
sure to let it chill for a few
hours in the refrigerator before
wrapping it up for the freezer.
When you want to serve it, re-
move it from the freezer, re-
move the plastic wrap and thaw
it out for an hour or so before
serving.

Because the cake is made
with beaten egg yolks and
beaten egg whites, you want to
be very careful when folding
the chocolate and eggs together.
You don’t want to deflate the
eggs you've worked so hard to
whip up! Also, due to the eggs,
the cake will puff up when it’s
baking and as it cools, it will fall
and that’s what makes the cake
so dense and rich. I just don’t
want you to be surprised as
your 3-inch cakes falls to one
and one half inches in height!

INGREDIENTS

16 oz. Bittersweet chocolate chips, or bars, coarsely chopped
1 cup unsalted butter, cut into small pieces
1/4 cup Amaretto (or your favorite liqueur like Kailua, or

Cointreau)

9 large eggs, separated and at room temperature

3/4 cup light brown sugar

1/2 cup heavy cream (beaten for garnish)

Dark chocolate shavings
DIRECTIONS

Preheat oven to 350 F. Butter the bottom and sides of a 10-inch
spring-form pan, or two 7-inch springform pans. Dust the bottom and

sides with flour. (This really helps prevent the cake from sticking to the

pan.)

Melt chocolate and butter together in a saucepan over low heat, or

in the top of a double boiler. Stir until smooth. Remove from heat and
cool to lukewarm. Stir in vanilla and Amaretto.

Meanwhile, beat egg yolks with brown sugar until very thick and
the mixture forms a ribbon when beaters are removed. Gently fold

chocolate mixture into the egg yolks.

Beat egg whites in your mixer, or in a bowl with clean and dry
beaters until stiff peaks form. Gently fold the egg whites in three
batches into the chocolate-egg yolk mixture. Do not over mix or beat
the mixture, because you want the air to stay in the mixture.

When just blended, pour the mixture into the prepared pan(s).
Bake 25-30 minutes for the 10-inch, and 20-25 minutes for the 7-inch pans, or just until the center of the
cake is barely set and still a little bit jiggly. Remove from the oven and cool completely. Refrigerate at least
an hour, or overnight before serving.

When ready to serve, slice cake and serve with a dollop of unsweetened whipped cream (or barely
sweetened with a little Amaretto or whatever liqueur you used), and chocolate shavings. We make our
chocolate shavings by running a potato peeler over a bar of dark chocolate and it works out well, but if
you have another method, that is great too!

Raspberry Coulis
(Makes about 1 cup of coulis +/-)
INGREDIENTS

12 oz. fresh raspberries

1/2 cup granulated sugar

2 tablespoons water
DIRECTIONS

Susie can be reached at
suziventosch@gmail.com. This
recipe can be found on our
website:
www.lamorindaweekly.com If you
would like to share your favorite
recipe with Susie please contact her
by email or call our office at (925)
377-0977. Or visit
https://treksandbites.com

Make a simple syrup by whisking the sugar and water together in a small pot. Bring the mixture to a
boil and continue on a low boil until the sugar is dissolved and the mixture is slightly thickened. Remove

from heat.

Meanwhile, place rinsed raspberries into the food processor. Pour warm simple syrup over the

berries and process until smooth.

Strain the mixture through a mesh sieve to eliminate the seeds, pressing down through the sieve with
the back of a spoon. Use a rubber spatula to scrape the strained sauce into the receptacle bowl. Mixture
will cool down through the straining process. Pour into a container with a tight-fitting lid and set aside if
using soon, or refrigerate until ready to serve.

Hope & proactive joy

By Linda
Fodrini-Johnson

“Hope Springs Eternal.” That
saying is from “An Essay on
Man,” by Alexander Pope.
People always hope for the
best, even in the face of ad-
versity. This is what we want
to hang onto and something I
try to help all my clients find.
However, in the midst of pain,
this “elusive hope” can be a
blur and be forgotten.

Waiting and wishing for a
change in our physical health,
mental health or relationships
can bring us down. Often, we
hear that it is not time for a
procedure. We may think it is
not time to bring in help to a
family member or even the
time to move a loved one into
senior living. The latter often
involves denial or resistance
from us and/or the person we
are concerned about.

Then there are those ill-
nesses that have no treat-
ments to cure such as: Parkin-
son’s, Alzheimer’s, some can-
cers and cardiac diagnoses as
well as some relentless mental
health challenges to name a
few. Ishould add “grief” to

this list as well.

Spiritual individuals even
have difficulty connecting
with God when pain, depen-
dence and disappointment
seem to be about every wak-
ing moment. So, what do we
mortals need to do? Where
will we get our substance to
go on each day? Individuals
question their faith and, dur-
ing this time of COVID, many
houses of worship are not as
open as they were. Many feel
excluded and forgotten, espe-
cially those who don’t do
Zoom or can’t get to the only
service that might be too early
for a disabled individual to
attend.

There is no one answer
for us to find joy despite ad-
versity. In my career I have
met many individuals that
somehow survived many tri-
als and tribulations during
their long lives and still are
filled with joy. There are two
common themes that I have
seen in these people: one is
gratefulness and the other is
to seek joy in the moments. In
their gratefulness they are
also generous with their time
to talk to others or give finan-
cial support to causes dear to

their hearts. I am going to call
these people the “Resilient.”

Seeking joy is much more
a proactive move than expect-
ing joy to just happen. True,
occasionally we are surprised
by nature or an unexpected
gift or visit. The resilient ac-
tually seek out joy; they read
positive daily meditations,
they read the comics, they lis-
ten to uplifting music or any-
thing that ever brought them
joy. They find a way to still
stay connected to that passion.
A sailing enthusiast might not
be able to sail due to vision or
mobility, but they can still get
to the water and watch, smell
the air or feel the sand or a
moving dock, not with regret,
but with gratefulness and joy.

Forest bathing, known as
shinrin-yoku in Japan, is a
therapeutic, meditative prac-
tice of reconnecting with na-
ture and being distracted by
any of those “joy stealing”
feelings. It usually starts with
a breathing relaxation exer-
cise and then a walk/stroll or
even just sitting in a wooded
area. See the resources sec-
tion of my newsletter for a
great book that will guide you
in “forest bathing.” During

my daily walks I look for
shapes and geometry in the
nature; I also love to focus on
the colors in the sky and
clouds.

February is thought of as
the month of love because of
Valentine’s Day, but if you are
burdened with a life chal-
lenge, it can be a sad time, es-
pecially if you have had a ma-
jor loss or have a serious
health challenge. This month
I challenge you to seek “Joy” if
only for a few moments be-
ginning today and then seek
just a few more such moments
on each day to follow. Find
someone to confide in and be
your companion on this jour-
ney of seeking joy in the snip-
pets of life.

Dr. Atul Gawande in his
book “Being Mortal” (a good
read) says we want to live till
we die — not die years before.
This is what you do: you plant
the seeds of joy. They won’t
cure or fill the scars of life, but
they will allow you to live and
smile.

The next free Zoom Class
for Family Caregivers will be
at 11 a.m. April 8 on Demen-
tia: From diagnosis to home
care. If you are concerned

about someone in the early
stages of memory loss, this
class is for you. Just send me
an email www.LindaFodrini-
Johnson.com and I will put
you on the list.

Linda Fodrini-Johnson, MA, MFT,
CMC, is a Licensed Family
Therapist and Certified Care
Manager. She has been
practicing professional care
management since 1984. Linda
founded Eldercare Services, a
full-service care management
and home care company in 1989.
Eldercare Services is now a
division of Home Care Assistance
and continues to provide Bay
Area families with care
management, advocacy,
counseling, support groups and
education.

High school musicals return to the stage this spring

... continued from Page B1

And the students are excited!
“I’'ve been looking forward to
this year’s musical for the
past two years, and it has not
disappointed. The rehearsals
are such a special space to
me; the long hours spent
singing and dancing with all
my friends are what I've
missed so dearly during
COVID,” Senior Ruby Van-
houten at Campolindo shares.
First up, Acalanes High
School will be performing
“Beauty and the Beast” in
early March. “It is incredible
to have everyone together
again and be able to stage a
musical! The performing arts
is all about collaboration and
working together to create a
performance. Not being able
to simply be in the same room
for almost a year and a half
was so difficult, but it makes
coming back together some-
thing to celebrate more than

ever before,” director Lauren
Gibson says.

“And so much of what we
do is driven by the students.
We have a student director, a
student producer ... it’s al-
most like a leadership class.
They learn all sorts of social
skills that pertain to everyday
life; it’s a whole experience.
It’s not just about the actors,
it’s about the stage, and the
lights and every detail that
brings the production to-
gether,” Co-producer and
technical director Ed Meehan
explains.

“Beauty and the Beast”
will run March 2-5. Tickets
can be purchased at
www.ahsperformingarts.org.

Campolindo High School
will feature “Cinderella.”
Unique to Lamorinda schools,
Campolindo leverages the
help of parents to bring their
shows to life. “We have an
amazing community of stu-
dents and parents who come

together to create our shows.
More than 150 students and

nearly as many parents help
out in one way or another to
bring our show to the stage,”
producer and musical direc-
tor Mark Roberts shares.

“The students have been
incredibly resilient and fero-
cious in their appetite to pre-
sent artistic work in spite of
enormous challenges,”
Roberts adds.

Stage director David
Pinkham explains one of the
challenges of a two-year hia-
tus: “We’ve lost some signifi-
cant continuity in the pro-
gram, with students who
were sophomores in the last
production now jumping
right into the leadership posi-
tion as seniors. The commu-
nity we build between the
cast members, crew, orches-
tra and staff is the most valu-
able part of the entire
process, so we’ve been work-
ing hard to bridge the conti-

nuity gap and bring along the
freshmen and sophomores.”

“Cinderella” runs March
11-13 and 18-20. Tickets can
be purchased at www.cam-
pochoir.com.

Miramonte High School’s
spring musical is “Pajama
Game.” This 1950s classic is a
love story set amongst a labor
dispute in a pajama factory.
“After doing a few contempo-
rary musicals, we wanted to
expose our students to some-
thing more classical, and
coming out of the pandemic,
we wanted a lighter, happier
tone,” explains director
Cousins.

Miramonte has a unique
model for musical theater. To
participate in the musical,
students must enroll in the
Musical Theater Workshop
class. “We adopted this model
years ago and it has been
working very well for us ever
since. One of the benefits is
knowing exactly who will be

in the show before the school
year even starts. That is help-
ful when it comes to choosing
a show,” Musical director
Meredith Hawkins says.

In addition, the costumes,
props, lights, sound, and set
are entirely designed and
created by students enrolled
in Miramonte’s Stagecraft
program.

The Miramonte show
runs March 10-13 and tickets
are available
at showtix4u.com.

The music and theater
departments welcome the
Lamorinda community to
support their programs by at-
tending the live performances
this spring.

The district had not re-
ceived an update from CDPH
on masking for the perform-
ing arts before press time.

Submit stories or story ideas to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com
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Campolindo High School Jazz Dinner Dance returns for an evening of

dining, dancing, and chance

funds to support the wonder-
ful jazz and instrumental mu-
sic programs at Campolindo
High School in Moraga.

The event will feature
Campolindo's Music Director
Johnny Johnson, the Cam-
polindo Jazz Band, and over 10
combos, which will play an
eclectic mix of jazz and big
band music. Local Lamorinda
businesses such as TuTu's of
Lafayette Fiesta Square or
Outdoor Supply Hardware in
Moraga reach approximately
150 dinner guest families by
sponsoring donated items that
are assembled in creative bas-
kets and raffled to generate

Photo Kevin Goto

Performers at last year’s Dinner Dance

All are welcome for this
evening of dining and danc-
ing. Tickets can be purchased
online at
https://bit.ly/JazzDinnerDance.

raffle numbers are drawn
throughout the evening for the
lucky number holders to select
a basket of their choice to take
home.

Communlty Service: we are pleased to make space
available whenever possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated
community service organizations to submit news and information
about their activities. Submissions may be sent to
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com with the subject header In Service
to the Community.

VALITARY DISCOUY
6 &-—wfmﬂ

. Commission .
Submitted b education. In fact, achieve- proceeds for the music pro- 2235763 Lamori nda.
y ment in music education has gram. This year the Ia_ZZ Din- Funeral & Cremation Services
Sofia Anna ner Dance Committee is tar- 120 St . e X, Mg, €A W15 110 2300 10 314

been established as being a
strong causal factor in math
and reading excellence
amongst students. The March
26 Campolindo High School
Jazz Dinner Dance at Creekside
Commons in Lafayette raises

Reed-Gomes

Performing arts, and specifi-
cally instrumental music, are
an important part of providing
our youth with a well-rounded

geting a Gourmet Herb Garden
Kit, Night Out in Fiesta Square,
Picnic Basket for Two Wine
and Cheese Sampler, and other
concepts. Between appetizers,
dinner, and dancing, winning

Direct Cremations From $799.00

Traditional Services From $3999.00
FD2386 Notary Services Available (925) 490-1400

Miramonte student advances
in Lions speech contest

Olivia Bersot, Lion Fred George and Thomas Quinnild.

Photo Sarah Morgan

dents wrote and delivered excellent
speeches on this year's topic: “How can
kindness reunite our country?”

Qyinnild was awarded first place
and will move to the next level of com-
petition with winners from all the Li-
ons Clubs in Alameda and Contra Costa
County.

For more information about the
Annual Speech Contest or more Lions
events, contact Lion Dana Glasgow,
(925) 283-6921.

Submitted by
Robert Murtagh

The Moraga Lions Club hosted two tal-
ented speakers who competed in the
85th Annual Lion's Club Student
Speaker's contest on Feb. 1. Thomas
Quinnild from Miramonte High School
and Olivia Bersot from Campolindo
High School amazed the small audi-
ence at the Moraga Library. Both stu-
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Joseph E. Cloidt

(1929 - 2022)

oseph Fredrick Cloidt, who lived 47 years in

Orinda, died peacefully in his sleep at the age
of 92 on Jan. 26 in Reno, Nev. Known to his
friends and family as “Joe” he was born on April
17,1929, in Great Falls, Montana, the only child
of Joseph Cloidt Sr. and Marie Tebeau Cloidt.

Growing up in Great Falls, Joe was very
active in sports and excelled at football. Upon
graduating from high school in 1945, he received
a scholarship to play for the University of
Washington. A popular student-athlete, Joe was a
member of the Delta Tau Delta Fraternity, captain
of the football team, and a recipient of All-Pacific
Coast football team honors. In his junior year,
he was awarded the Guy Flaherty Medal — the
highest tribute for a Husky Football player. It is
awarded annually to the player voted “most inspirational” by his teammates. In his
senior year, the U.S. Army came calling, and he was drafted into the Korean War
where he served the Central Intelligence Corps (CIC). Following a two-year stint for
Uncle Sam, Joe married Jacqueline Lewis of Fairview, Montana in 1954. He earned a
Professional (master’s) degree in Petroleum Engineering from the Colorado School of
Mines. During his 38-year career at Standard Oil (later Chevron), he was the engineer
in charge of drilling for the state of Alaska, was on the foreign staff in San Francisco,
and later negotiated international contracts for the Patent Department.

Joe is survived by his wife, three daughters (Kim, Kendall, Courtney), son-in-
law (Joe), and three grandchildren (Wes, K.C., Jacqueline). He was preceded in death
by his parents, his grandparents, and his beloved aunt.

The family is planning a Memorial Service in Montana later in the year.
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Oscar Nance Travland, Jr.
July 17, 1937 — Jan. 23, 2022

scar Nance Travland, Jr. of Palm Desert,

California, passed away on Jan. 23 with his
wife and daughter by his side. Born in Beeville,
Texas on July 17, 1937 to Oscar and Melba
' Travland, he was one of five children. His parents
owned the airport in Beeville, and thus began
= Oscar’s love of aviation (he earned his pilot’s
license at 17). He graduated from Sul Ross
- University with a Bachelor of Science degree, and
moved to Albuquerque, New Mexico to begin his
career in the automobile industry. While living in
New Mexico, Oscar served in the United States Air
Force National Guard.

Oscar returned to Texas as a corporate Learjet
pilot. It was in El Paso that Oscar met and married Patricia Busch, and where they
started a family. With their three children, they enjoyed weekend sailing in nearby
Elephant Butte where Oscar was Commodore of the El Paso Sailing Club. Oscar’s
passion for sailing continued when they moved to Orinda, California in the early
1970s. Oscar loved sailing in the San Francisco Bay, raced sailboats along the
California coast, and was a member and officer at the Metropolitan Yacht Club. While
in Northern California, Oscar was a nationally recognized, award-winning Nissan
dealer.

Oscar and Patti moved to Irvine, California before ultimately retiring in Palm
Desert. During retirement, Oscar loved being a grandpa, playing golf, riding his
Harley Davidson with friends, and staying involved with the Bermuda Dunes Airport.
In his home’s garage, Oscar built a two-passenger single engine airplane from the
ground up, which he later piloted. After moving to Sun City Palm Desert, building and
flying remote control airplanes with friends and traveling with his family provided
much happiness. He cherished annual summer vacations in Hawaii with his family, as
well as family reunions in Fort Davis, Texas.

Oscar is survived by his beloved wife of 57 years, Patti Travland, and his three
children and their families: son Grant Travland and his wife Rosemma (children Drew
and Jake); daughter Tracy McCarthy and her husband John (children Nolan, Kevin,
and Dylan); and son Sonny Travland and his wife Lindsay (children Urban, Ledger,
McGraw, and Trainor) and Sonny’s former wife Alison Smalley (children Henry and
Lindsay). Oscar is also survived by his four siblings: Margaret Blackman, Lewis
Travland, Larry Travland, and Patricia Hodgens. A private service was held at Rose
Mortuary in Rancho Mirage, California.
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Rose Lee Tom
March 11, 1927 - Jan. 24, 2022

ose Lee Tom, a longtime resident of Moraga,

California, died Monday, Jan. 24, 2022 in

J-t Gilroy, California from problems due to heart and
kidney failure. She was 94 years old.

Rose was born in Oakland, California on
March 11, 1927, the youngest of four children and
the only one of the family to be born in the United
States. She attended schools in Oakland, graduating
from Oakland Tech High School in 1945. She next
went to UC Berkeley receiving her Bachelor of
Science degree in January 1949. At Cal she met
John, an engineering student who had just been
discharged from the Army. They were married on
Easter Sunday in 1949.

Rose and John raised their family in Oakland
and she became very active in their sons’ school,
helping in the classrooms and driving on field trips. She served as Cub Scout den
mother and was the president of the Jefferson Elementary School PTA. In 1996 the
family moved to Moraga, where she continued as a school volunteer. Rose became
involved in the Femineers (a group of wives of civil engineers), the Scottish Rite
Ladies Club, and, with several friends, founding the Moraga Garden Club. She was
active in the Moraga Historical Society, volunteered at the Moraga Library and served
as an elder at Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church. Rose had many hobbies such as
knitting, sewing and reading, and was particularly proud of her beautiful garden. Later
Rose got her real estate license and worked for many years as a realtor. With John she
has traveled around the world, visiting all continents with the exception of Antarctica.
In 2019 she and John moved into Merrill Gardens, a senior community in Gilroy to be
nearer to her eldest son Larry.

Rose is survived by her husband John, her two sons Larry and Russell,
daughters-in-law Kathy and Susi, five grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.

A celebration of Rose’s life will be held at the Moraga Valley Presbyterian
Church, 10 Moraga Valley Ln., Moraga, CA 94556, on Saturday, March 5 at 3 p.m.
Donations can be made in her honor to the Moraga Garden Club, the Leukemia &
Lymphoma Society or Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church.

Share Your Celebrations and Remembrances

If you would like to share an announcement about a special event or achievement,
such as a wedding, engagement, scholarship or graduation of a local resident, or
about a special person from Lamorinda who has passed, send a photo along with
your text (up to 250 words) to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com, and include “Cele-
brations and Remembrances” in the subject line.
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Acalanes DAR awards Good Citizen Scholarships to three local students
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Submitted by
Louise Diracles

Christine Mlynek, Sofia Raja, Adriana Colén

Photo provided

The Acalanes chapter of the
Daughters of the American

Revolution honored three high
school students chosen by their
schools as the 2021-22 Good
Citizen winners. A High Tea
and Award Ceremony was held
on Saturday, Feb. 5, where the
three students were awarded a
scholarship, a U.S. flag that had
been flown over the U.S. Capi-
tol in their honor, and a certifi-
cate of recognition. The tea
was hosted by chapter mem-
bers who set the tables with
their personal china and
served delicious homemade tea
sandwiches, cookies, fruit, and
other sweets.

Christine A. Mlynek is
Acalanes High School's win-
ner. Mlynek also won the op-
tional essay portion of the
Good Citizen Scholarship pro-
gram, and she read her essay
aloud at the award ceremony.

Mlynek enjoys tutoring chil-
dren of immigrants in English
as a second language, she is
president of the Acalanes Envi-
ronmental Club, and she co-
founded the all-girl BSA Troop
#402. After graduation,
Mlynek will attend either the
Coast Guard Academy or the
Naval Academy.

Sofia C. Raja is Bentley
School's winner. During the
pandemic, Raja worked after-
school hours at her family's
restaurant, and she launched a
student newspaper, The Bent-
ley Times, to keep students
connected and informed while
they studied remotely. Raja is
also a counselor at her church's
summer camp, and after grad-
uation she hopes to pursue a
career in science and
technology.

Adriana E. Col6n is Cam-
polindo High School's winner.
She is active in the National
Charity League, is the presi-
dent of the Women's Aware-
ness on Campus Club, and is a
peer tutor for an AP U.S. his-
tory class. After graduation,
Colon hopes to attend the Uni-
versity of San Diego or Barnard
College, and then follow in the
footsteps of Ruth Bader Gins-
berg to obtain her JD and prac-
tice law.

The members of the
Acalanes Chapter of the
Daughters of the American
Revolution are delighted to re-
ward these high school stu-
dents for their leadership and
good citizen qualities and wish
them well as they embark on
the journey into new adven-
ture and follow their dreams.

New Troop 224 Eagle Scou

Submitted by
Elizabeth Dietch

Troop 224 BSA of Lafayette
honors four Scouts — Nigel Di-
etsch, Hunter Goyert, Benjamin

Photo provided

Hird, and Zach Robb - for
achieving Scouting’s highest
rank of Eagle Scout. To become
an Eagle Scout, a candidate
must earn a minimum of 21
merit badges, including 13
Eagle-required badges, demon-

strate leadership and Scout
spirit, and successfully com-
plete a community service
project.

Dietsch, a senior at
Acalanes High School restored a
failing 12,500 brick courtyard
for his church, Mt. Diablo Uni-
tarian Universalist Church in
Walnut Creek. He led a large
group of volunteers to disman-
tle the old courtyard, clean and
stack all of the bricks; 90% of
the bricks were reusable. A
contractor re-laid the bricks
and Dietsch monitored the
progress over two weeks.
Everyone learned a lot about
bricks! The courtyard is now
used several times a week for
outdoor services and other ac-
tivities.

Goyert, a junior at
Acalanes, designed and con-
structed two benches and came

ts announced

up with a plan to solve the ro-
dent issue at Jelly’s Place. Jelly’s
Place is a no-kill animal shelter
in San Pablo, California. Jelly’s
Place has a special place in
Goyert’s heart since his family
rescued their dog, Elvis, from
the shelter. He knew that for his
Eagle project he wanted to help
the shelter that has given so
much to the community.
Aclanes junior Hird de-
signed and led the construction
of a Western-themed chicken
coop for Animal Assisted Hap-
piness, a nonprofit organiza-
tion. This small therapeutic an-
imal farm near San Jose focuses
on enriching the lives of youth
with needs and has a wide
range of animals from guinea
pigs to goats and llamas. Hird’s
chicken coop was the very first
one constructed for the farm’s
Wild West Chicken Village and

is now home to a flock of happy
chickens!

Robb, a junior at Acalanes
High School, chose to support
the Acalanes football program
which he has been part of since
his freshman year. He led over
20 scouts in building a 10'H x
12°W x 3D, four-tiered storage
system and added five addi-
tional shelves underneath a
pre-existing workspace. These
improvements have provided
the coaches and players with a
more accessible, organized, and
clean equipment shed.

The Eagle Scouts were rec-
ognized for their achievement
at an Eagle Court of Honor cer-
emony on Feb. 27 at the Contra
Costa Country Club. Troop 224
is currently accepting boys and
girls as new members. For
more information visit
www.troop224lafayette.com.
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Brush Removal Fencing and More m

Science Tutoring by Stanford Grad./
Credentialed Teacher/Prof,, 15 yrs exp.:
MoragaAcademicConsulting.com

| House Cleaning |

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Rototilling

< Ken's Rototilling
~a +4W/D Tractors
_&‘ « Hillside Weed Cutting
+ Mowing - Discing - Rototilling
« Brush Removal Abatement
To Fire Dept Regulations
Free estimates! 925-938-9836

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

Announcements

NEW AUTHORS WANTED!
Page Publishing will help you
self-publish your own book.
FREE author submission kit!
Limited offer! Why wait? Call
now: 1-855-667-0380 (Cal-SCAN)

UPDATE YOUR HOME with
Beautiful New Blinds & Shades.
FREE in-home estimates make it
convenient to shop from home.
Professional installation. Top
quality - Made in the USA.

Call for free consultation:
1-877-438-0330. Ask about our
specials! (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR OR
TRUCK TO HERITAGE FOR THE
BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax
Deductible, Free Towing, All
Paperwork Taken Care Of. CALL
1-844-491-2884 (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CARTO KIDS
Fast Free Pickup — Running or
Not - 24 Hour Response -
Maximum Tax Donation - Help
Find Missing Kids!

Call 1-888-491-1453. (Cal-SCAN)

Brush Removal 8
Tree Trimming
to satisfy Moraga Orinda
Fire District’s regulations
Free estimates!
925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured.
CA#667491

www.kensrototilling.com

Custom Quality Fencing

REDWOOD FENCING

-~ -_!'t' | 925-938-9836

* Good Neighbor Fence

» Deer Fencing
 Picket/Split Rail

* RV Gates

* Trellis and Arbors

» Retaining Walls

* Insurance/Storm Repairs

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

Announcements

Become a Published Author.
We want to Read Your Book!
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920. Book
manuscript submissions cur-
rently being reviewed. Com-
prehensive Services: Consulta-
tion, Production, Promotion
and Distribution. Call for Your
Free Author's Guide
1-877-538-9554 or visit
http://dorranceinfo.com/Cali
(Cal-SCAN)

Cable/Internet Services

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. Includes
1TB of data per month. Get
More For Your High-Speed
Internet Thing. Ask us how to
bundle and SAVE! Geo & svc
restrictions apply. Call us today
1-855-397-7909. (Cal-SCAN)

Financial Services

Over $10K in Debt? Be debt
free in 24 to 48 months. No
upfront fees to enroll. A+ BBB
rated. Call National Debt Relief
1-888-231-4274. (Cal-SCAN)

Java Fence (925) 957 1628
Decks, Hog Wire, Arbors,
Stairs, Trellis, Deer Fence,

Chicken coop, Green house

CCL 880556, Free Est

Structural Repairs

Since 1989
Alameda Engineering
DRAINAGE SYSTEMS
RETAINING WALLS
FOUNDATIONS
UNDERPINNING
LANDSLIDE REPAIRS
510-537-6550
General Engineering Contractors
Lic. # 562641

alamedaengineering@comcast.net
alameda-engineering.com

Cable/Satellite TV

DIRECTYV - Watch your favorite
live sports, news and enter-
tainment anywhere. More top
premium channels than DISH.
Restrictions apply. Call IVS -
1-888-641-5762. (Cal-SCAN)

SAVE BIG on HOME INSUR-
ANCE! Compare 20 A-rated
insurances companies. Get a
quote within minutes. Aver-
age savings of $444/year! Call
1-844-410-9609! (M-F 8am-
8pm Central) (Cal-SCAN)

Real Estate Wanted

KC BUYS HOUSES

Fastest Cash- Any Condition!
Residential and Commercial
Cash in 72 hours! Family owned
and operated 25 years.
1-909-536-2060

Real Estate Loans

RETIRED COUPLE $55$5 for
business purpose Real Estate
loans. Credit unimportant. V.I.P.
Trust Deed Company www.vip-
loan.com Call 1-818-248-0000.
Broker-principal DRE 01041073.
No consumer loans. (Cal-SCAN)

_* Quetzal Handyman

Y NO JOBTOO SMALL
Electrical, plumbing,
! concrete, driveways & more...
Please call Carlos Toledo
510-689-7490

WE HOP TOIT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Tile Setting

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters
Cliff 510-697-1125

$15 per 1/2" classified ad height. Email to:
classified@lamorindaweekly.com

Miscellaneous

The difference in winning and
losing market share is how
businesses use their advertising
dollars. We deliver the largest
consortium of trusted news
publishers in California and
beyond. For more info on multi-
market solutions call Cecelia @
(916) 288-6011 or
cecelia@cnpa.com

The difference in winning and
losing market share is how
businesses use their advertising
dollars. Mark Twain said, “Many
a small thing has been made
large by the right kind of ad-
vertising”. So why spend your
hard-earned dollars on social
media where you already have
an audience? For more info call
Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 or
cecelia@cnpa.com

Wanted To Buy Or Trade

FREON WANTED: We buy old
refrigerants: R11,R12,R113 &
more! Quick, local pickup &
dropoff available. Call 312-
827-6204, RefrigerantFinders.
com {Te pagamos por tu
refrigerante! (Cal-SCAN)

Use Happy Jack® Paracide®
shampoo to treat fleas & ticks
on dogs & cats. Relieve second-
ary dermatitis. At Tractor Sup-
ply® (www.fleabeacon.com)
(Cal-SCAN)

Senior Living

Looking for assisted living,
memory care, or independent
living? A Place for Mom sim-
plifies the process of finding
senior living at no cost to your
family. Call 1-844-741-0130
today. (Cal-SCAN)

LONG DISTANCE MOVING:
Call today for a FREE QUOTE
from America’s Most Trusted
Interstate Movers. Let us take
the stress out of moving! Speak
to a Relocation Specialist, call
844-857-1737 (Cal-SCAN)

Aloe Care Health, medical alert
system. The most advanced
medical alert product on the
market. Voice-activated! No wi-
fi needed! Special offer call and
mention offer code CARE20 to
get $20 off Mobile Companion.
Call today 1-844-790-1673.
(SCAN)
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Not to be missed ‘ Not to be missed ‘ Not to be missed ‘ Not to be missed ‘

The Moraga Art Gallery an-
nounces the opening of a spirited
new show, "Singularities," a title
derived from the unique visions
of the show featured member
artists: Orinda’s Linh Kang and
Walnut Creek's Susan Erickson.
Feb. 2 to April 10, also consists of
paintings. etchings, prints, ce-
ramics, jewelry, woodworking,
glasswork and photographs by
the gallery’s other members and
additional guest artists. 432 Cen-
ter Street in Moraga's Rheem
Shopping Center, open Wednes-
day through Sunday from noon to
5 p.m. www.moragaart-
callery.com, or call 925-376-5407.

The 19th Annual High School
Visual Arts Competition is both
live in the Art Gallery at the
Orinda Library for the month of
March and virtual on the Lamor-
inda Arts Council website from
April 2022 to April 2023. Join the
students at their awards cere-
mony on Thursday, March 10
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. Cash awards
and merit citations will be pre-
sented to artists in four categories
for this juried show. Hosted by
the Lamorinda Arts Council, it
highlights artwork from all high
school students who live or at-
tend public or private high
schools in Lafayette, Moraga and
Orinda. For information visit
www.lamorindaarts.org/vac or
call 925.359.4490.

New show "Wintermission" by
Gallery Artists at Valley Art
Gallery 1661 Botelho Drive, Suite
110, Walnut Creek. Through
March 5. www.valleyart-
gallery.org; (925) 935-4311 or
valleyartgallery@gmail.com.

MUSIC

Pacific Chamber Orchestra, un-
der the direction of Conductor
Lawrence Kohl, presents
“Words!” with the chamber or-
chestra version of Gustav Mahler
Symphony #4 and William Wal-
ton Facade: An Entertainment.
Marnie Breckenridge will be so-
prano soloist for the Mahler and
the reciter for the Walton. Perfor-
mances are Saturday, March 26 at
7:30 p.m. at the Auditorium the-
ater of the Orinda Library, 26
Orinda Way, Orinda and Sunday,
March 27 at 3 p.m. at Bankhead
Theatre, 2400 First Street in Liv-
ermore. Tickets online at pacific-
chamberorchestra.org and addi-
tionally for the Livermore per-
formance by calling 925-373-6800
or visiting the Bankhead box of-
fice at 2400 First Street in
Livermore

Crowden Music Center presents
Community Music Day on Sun-
day, March 20, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m,,
in person and online, at Crowden
Music Center, 1475 Rose Street,
Berkeley. Community Music Day
is a free musical carnival for all
ages! San Francisco Chamber Or-
chestra, Instrument Petting Zoo,
& more. In-person/online event.
Cost: Free. For more info, see
www.crowden.org/community-
music-day/ or call 510-559-6910 or
email concerts@crowden.org.

Berkeley Symphony presents
Berkeley Symphony Chamber
Concert III on Sunday, March 6,
from 4 to 6 p.m. at Piedmont
Center for the Arts, 801 Magnolia
Ave, Piedmont. Six extraordinary
Berkeley Symphony musicians,
including composer/arranger/vio-
list Darcy Rindt, explore classic
and contemporary music. Cost:
$35. For more info see
www.berkeleysymphony.org or
call 510-841-2800 or email

tickets@berkeleysymphony.org.

Free concert Celtic harp, Irish
songs, improvisation, story-
telling. The Celtic harp has a bro-
ken and troubled thousand-year
tradition which Patrick Ball now
revives in the 21st century, reviv-
ing the ancient art of minstrelsy
and story-telling at 4 p.m. Sunday,
March 20 at Trinity Lutheran
Church, 1225 Hopyard Road,
Pleasanton.

Bookmark contest is back!
FLLLC invite all Lafayette K - 8
students to create an original
bookmark illustrating a favorite
book. Entry forms will be distrib-
uted to Lafayette public schools
and St. Perpetua School. Addi-
tional forms will be available at
the Lafayette Library and the
Friend’s Corner Book Shop. The
contest opens on Feb. 11 and all
entries are due at the library by
March 4. Winners will be an-
nounced on April 27 at the li-
brary. Winning bookmarks will
be on display at the library and
book shop, and will be handed
out to library patrons as well.
Start creating!

Cal Shakes is excited to an-
nounce two world premiere in-
terpretations of Shakespeare’s
classics this season—“Romeo y
Juliet” by Karen Zacarias and
“Lear” by Marcus Gardley. Tickets
will go on sale in the spring. For
now, join Cal Shakes on March 19
at 5 p.m. for ‘Here We Go!” — a
one-hour virtual fundraiser and
season launch event to celebrate
a 2022 season that’s not to be
missed. Learn more and register
for free at https://calshakes.org/.

Town Hall Theatre Lafayette
announces second in their “new
voices” series-“amé monos // let
us love each other” by Linda
Maria Girén April1,2 & 8,9 at 8
p.m. TICKETS: $25. April9is a
Pay-What-You’d-Like
performance.

OTHER

AAUW-OML is sponsoring a
Girls4STEM webinars for high
school girls. Sheryl Mordo, P.E.,
B.S., Civil Engineering from UC
Davis, will talk about her career
path from math classes in high
school to a career as a construc-
tion project engineer and man-
ager at Intuit, one of the world’s
largest business software compa-
nies, with an internship at Dis-
neyWorld along the way. Her
webinar is on Sunday, March 6 at
4 p.m. Get more information at
https://oml-ca.aauw.net/
girls4stem-webinars/

Acalanes High School Class of
1971 - 50 year reunion. April 9, at
the Coop in LaFiesta Square. For
more information please contact:
Katrina Neblett Silvani
71Acalanes@gmail.com

The Joaquin Moraga Intermedi-
ate School PTA DEI committee
and iKind will present its new
quarterly movie series “Towards
Belonging” on Friday, March 4
which will feature the film “Try
Harder” at 7 p.m. at the Joaquin
Moraga Intermediate School Li-
brary, following a 5:30 p.m. din-
ner in the JM Pavilion from
Burma 2. RSVP and order dinner
at https:/tinyurl.com/5n8kfkh4

Lafayette Community Conver-
sation #4 on Diversity, Equity, In-
clusion, and Belonging, hosted by
the Lafayette Community DEIB

Lamorinda’s Religious Services

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
An Open, Affirming & Loving Community
In-Person & Virtual service Sun. at 9:00 AM
If someone would like to be added to our Zoom invitation
please call 925-284-7420 or email cathy.w@stanselms.us
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, www.stanselms.us
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ST MARK’S CHURCH
OF ORINDA & MORAGA

:‘ Sunday Service at 10 a.m.

- 451 Moraga Way, Orinda

"l'., www.stmarksorinda.org |
All Are Welcome

(925) 254-5965

WILLOWSPRING

Practical biblical teaching, contemporary
worship, come as you are.

www.willowspringchurch.com
1689 School St. Moraga | 925-376-3550

10:45 AM Sunday Service

St Stephen’s

Episcopal Church

N

Lafayette United Methodist Church
955 Moraga Road 925.284.4765 thelumc.org

Sunday 10am in person worship
We are a church that strives to love as Jesus loves.

Our congregation welcomes, includes, and affirms everyone
on their journey of faith regardless of race, ethnicity, age,
economic status, physical and mental ability,
sexual orientation or gender identity.

Please join us!

AWELCOMING = LOVING

COMMUNITY OF FAITH
= | EARNS, GROWS, AND 5ERVES

TOGETHER.

LOPC.ORG

L rpefie-Urarls Preddrderisn Ll farch

FiGav

Warshiping, Learning, Serving
WA, -:t-:td:phl:-n carinda Org

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

24 Orinda Way (next to the Library)-925-254-4212

Sunday Services and Sunday School 10-11 am
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm
All are welcome

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church

433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422
www.holyshepherd.org

ONLINE WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Facebook Premiere Community Worship
every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Go to
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/

WORSHIP SCHEDULE In person worship
at 9:30 a.m. Live stream on
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/

Visit our website to access the current
and recent sermons.

www.christianscienceorinda.org
Moraga Valley Presbytedan Church

M e

JOIN US SUNDAYS AT 9:30

INDOORS & ON THE PATIO

OR ONLINE AT MYPCTODAY.ORG

QUR SAVIOR'S
LUTHERAN CHURCH

ShitdDay SO FOMAIRE | QA
CLIMNDWEY WORSHID | TiAsy

Committee. March 10, 7 - 8:30
p-m., Lafayette Library — Don
Tatzin Hall.

United States-Mexico Relations
Topic at LOPC First Friday Forum.
What do we really know about
the neighboring country to the
south of us? To help us better
understand Dr. Juan Carlos Ruiz-
Guajardo will present “Mexican
Culture in the Context of the
United States Mexico Relation-
ship” at First Friday Forum (FFFE),
March 4 at 10 a.m. Registering at
lopc.org/first-friday-forum is re-
quired. Then you will receive a
confirmation email containing
information about joining this
free webinar sponsored by
Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian
Church.

Sustainable Lafayette and Pro-
ject Earth host free screening of
the film “Idle threat” at Town Hall
Theatre on Saturday, March 12 at
11 am,, 3535 School St., Lafayette.
RSVP at TownHallTheatre.com.
Tickets are limited, first-come-
first-served. “Idle Threat” follows
its director/producer George Pak-
enham as he brings the attention
of New York motorists to the dan-
gers caused to the environment
by idling cars. Following the film,
Project Earth will lead a youth
panel to discuss the film and
ways we can combat the effects of
vehicle exhaust on a local level.

GARDEN

Moraga Garden Club Presents:
Kate Verhoef “Gardening through
a Child’s Eyes” on March 17 at the
Holy Trinity Cultural Center, 1700
School Street, Moraga. Verhoef is
a parent and urban farmer who
has worked and volunteered as
outdoor classroom instructor and
consultant, and a 4-H leader. She
will share her experiences and
guide you through the challenges,
rewards and fun of instilling love
of the natural world in your chil-
dren. The meeting is free and will
start with a 9:30 a.m. Social with
light refreshments. Masks re-
quired. No children, please. For
info and to register, visit
www.moragagardenclub.com
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Acalanes girls win NCS Championship

F\fisiting
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Acalanes High School girls basketball NCS Champions

By Jon Kingdon

Acalanes, a team with no seniors, start-
ing four freshman for most of the sea-
son and finishing last season ranked
294th in the state, came into this cham-
pionship game ranked 44th and ran
away with a dominating 57-37 victory
over Northgate.

Having defeated Northgate two
times earlier in the season by 20 and 23
points, the main concern for Acalanes’
head coach Margaret Gartner, prior to
their third meeting this season, was the
possibility of her team being overconfi-
dent. “We talked about how it’s tough
to beat a team three times in a season so
how we started out in this game was
key,” Gartner said.

After scoring the first two points six
seconds into the game, it was simply a
matter of not looking back. The Lady
Dons were clearly in control leading by
17-3 at the end of the first quarter and
28-10 at the half.

“I'm not sure we can play a better
half,” Gartner said. “That was spectac-
ular and some of our shooting was
awesome. The last time that we had
played Northgate, we had seven
turnovers in the first quarter, and I told
our team we couldn’t do that again.”

In their previous two games versus
Northgate, Sophie Gartner, Dulci Vail
and Karyss Lacanlale had all missed
some time, but the team was very
healthy though junior guard Sophia Al-
varado suffered a shoulder injury in
pregame and was forced to watch the
game with her arm in a sling. “This was
the first time we had everyone together,
so I didn’t want the team to be overcon-
fident,” Gartner said.

That was advice that Northgate
could have used. The Dons forced
Northgate into committing 29 turnovers,
19 in the first half, which speaks to
Gartner’s philosophy on the importance
of her team’s defense. “Right from day
one, it was always about defense for us,”

Photo Jon Kingdon

Gartner said. “You can’t count on your
shot going in, but you can count on ef-
fort, defense and rebounding. So, in
every practice, we work on 1-on-1, 1-on-
2, 2-on-2, getting up and down the
court.”

Freshman Sophie Chinn was in the
zone on offense, leading Acalanes with
31 points, including seven 3-point field
goals, highlighted by a 35-footer at the
end of the third quarter. Chinn was all
over the floor on offense, either bring-
ing the ball up the court, shooting from
the wing and playing the post inside.
She also had several steals on de-
fense and led the team with 13 re-
bounds. “Sophie loves to guard our op-
ponents’ best player,” Gartner said.

Chinn’s ability to fill several posi-
tions has been a key to the team’s suc-
cess. “During COVID, Sophie would play
point guard though I was a little wor-
ried about not getting as many re-
bounds,” Gartner said.

Despite having a roster with no se-

niors, the team came together quickly.
“From the start of the season we
worked really well together and bonded
as a team,” Chinn said. “That was re-
flected on the court, and we have al-
ways been ready to come out and play.”

Junior Emily Du assumed a mantle
of influence with the underclassmen
this season. “As the oldest player on the
team, I've taken leadership role,” Du
said. “It’s been really fun making a con-
nection with my teammates who are
not in my grade and my coaches. I've
really learned from the best about
leadership.”

When a team will press and fast
break all game, like Acalanes does, the
players had better be in top shape. “We
were running the track everyday and
lifting weights,” Du said. Everybody
was dedicated to the team, and it be-
came their first priority. “It was then
that I knew we were going to be really
good. It was made clear to us that our
conditioning would make the difference
between winning and losing games.”

The team’s conditioning was once
again an important aspect in the vic-
tory. “We knew that we could wear
Northgate down if we could make them
work 90 feet,” Gartner said. “We just
wanted to outwork them and hoped that
the ball would go in on offense. ”

The loud and boisterous crowd was
appreciated by the players and coaches
alike. “We all worked together tonight
as a team,” Chinn said. “We had so
many fans with us, and it really helped
us on offense and defense. The crowd
was great. Everyone was into the game
and their reaction after every shot we
made was awesome.”

The Acalanes fans did have a nega-
tive effect on the game for the Dons in
the fourth quarter. Someone in the
crowd threw a ball at a Northgate
player which resulted in a technical foul
called against Acalanes. With 5:30 to go
in the fourth quarter, the officials called
the players together at midcourt to calm
things down. “They told us to have a
clean game and to continue playing,”
Chinn said. “We should ignore the fans
and keep working hard on the court.”

When Gartner was asked if they
were going to take time to celebrate the
NCS championship, her answer spoke
volumes as to the commitment she and
the team had to the upcoming state
tournament: “Actually, we’re going to
practice tomorrow. Back to the gym!”

By Jon Kingdon

If it’s possible to say that a 51-50 vic-

tory was closer than it looked, it was
Campolindo’s win over De La Salle in
the NCS championship last Friday
night.

Photo Will Bergen

It all came down to a missed free

throw by De La Salle with 0.6 seconds
left in the game that was rebounded
by Aidan Mahaney that sealed the vic-

Campolindo boys win NCS Championship in nail-biter

tory for the Cougars, their 21st straight
win and going into the upcoming state
tournament with a 27-1 record.

Mahaney led the scoring for Cam-
polindo with 18 points, followed by
starting senior Cade Bennett and
Justin Yasukochi, who came in off the
bench, each scoring 13 points.

Campolindo head coach Steven
Dyer was not surprised at how Ya-
sukochi elevated his performance.
“Justin knows how to play in big
games,” Dyer said. “He is experienced
and is big shot maker and we have all
the confidence in the world going to
him, knowing he can step up.”

As has often been the case, in their
last two games, Campolindo displayed
the ability to come from behind in the
fourth quarter. ”It’s both mental and
physical toughness,” Dyer said. “A lot
of the things that we’ve gone through
this year, you can’t replicate in prac-
tice — trying to close out games, make
free throws and holding the ball. The
playoffs have shown how good our
league was this year. Clayton Valley
won the D1 championship, Northgate
beat Dublin and Miramonte, as we
know, is really good. The top four
teams in this league have all been bat-
tle tested.”

On to the state tournament.
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Acalanes girls soccer comes up short in 1-0 loss to Branson in
NCS Championship

By Jon Kingdon

It was anticipated that the
Acalanes (20-1) and Branson
(20-3-1) game on Feb. 26 was
going to be a defensive strug-
gle. Each team led with de-
fenses that averaged giving up
only .33 goals per game.

As it turned out, an early
goal by Branson, the only goal
of the game, set the tone, but
it was not without
controversy.

Acalanes had an early
scoring opportunity when
Branson’s goalkeeper was
caught out of position. Addie
Bailey took a shot and what
appeared to all but the offi-
cials, a Branson defender
jumped up and with her
hands blocked Bailey’s shot
from going in, depriving the
Dons of an early penalty shot.

Acalanes head coach Nick
Barbarino made his feelings
known to the officials. “Obvi-
ously, I got upset and I ran
down the sideline asking how
they could not see was an ob-
vious hands penalty,” Bar-
barino said.

To further the Dons’ frus-

tration, on Branson’s next trip
down the field, they scored on
a corner kick that ended up
hitting the cross bar and
barely crossing the goal line.
That proved to be Branson’s
last real scoring opportunity.

From that point on, Bran-
son was primarily focused on
doing all they could to prevent
an Acalanes score and ex-
pended little effort in trying to
score themselves. “It was re-
ally frustrating after Branson
scored so early in the game
and having to trail by one goal
the rest of the day,” junior
midfielder Tatum Zuber said.
“They weren’t really playing
soccer. They were just trying
to take everything out of their
half of the field, and it was ag-
gravating because we wanted
to play soccer and they were
just kicking the ball out of
their end of the field.”

Barbarino knew that they
were facing a tough defense.
“They had a very good goal-
keeper, and their defense was
solid. They were well coached
and disciplined and once they
got their goal, they were able
to sit back a little bit and

make it difficult for us.”

The Dons came into the
game averaging 4.3 goals per
game and had not been shut
out all season. It was a day
when “close” was the opera-
tive term for the Acalanes of-
fense with Addie Bailey, Emmi
Cronin and Natalie Means just
missing scores. “We had about
10 shots on goal, and we
looked like the only team that
was going to score from the
run of play,” Barbarino said.
“Some days it’s just not your
day and today definitely
wasn’t ours.”

The Branson field was not
what one would expect to be
played on for a championship
game. The game moved to the
afternoon because the facility
had no lights and bleachers
had to be brought in for the
spectators. It was also a
smaller field than Acalanes
and most teams were used to
playing on. The field was the
minimum size allowed at 55
yards wide and 100 yards
long, which was 10 yards
shorter and 7 yards narrower
than the field at Acalanes.

“We had expected the

smaller field but when we
first walked up, it really did
look like a smaller field,” Zu-
ber said. “We had two good
practices on Thursday and
Friday, and we went into the
game with a good idea and
sense what the game would be
like.”

Barbarino accepted the
situation, but he did not have
to like it: “The smaller field
somewhat neutralized a lot of
what we like to do but they
had to play there as well, so
credit to them in getting the
goal that they needed.”

If there was any consola-
tion for the Dons, it was
knowing that after a 3-5-3
season in 2020-21, the Cougars
were ranked as the 577th
team in California by Max-
Preps and heading into the
game versus Branson, they
had risen to 64th by Max-
Preps.

“Last year, we had 16 se-
niors that had graduated and
four players that had their
club season overlap with our
season, and they didn’t want
to risk injury, so we basically
had a brand-new team last

year,” Barbarino said. “It ac-
tually worked out well for us
because we got a year for the
players to get used to each
other and have some fun.
What last year showed the
girls was how you can go from
a high to a low, and it ended
up motivating them to show
that last year was a fluke and
to get back to where we were
the prior year.”

Even with the loss,
Acalanes qualified for the
next round of playoffs, the
NorCal Regionals. The key to
be successful next time for
Zuber was simple: “We need
to get the first goal. We
worked really hard through-
out the entire game, and we
need to score off the chances
that we created.”

Barbarino did not want
the players to forget how they
felt after this game. “We were
sitting there, and we decided
that we did not want to feel
like this again,” Barbarino
said. “We played well enough
to win the game. Unfortu-
nately, soccer is tough.”

Lamorinda wrestlers compete at NCS; Ripper and Lee make it to state

... continued from Page A1l

Lee was 1-2 at the state
meet, highlighted by her pin-
ning her opponent on the
second day. “Coming here and
winning a match by pinning
her opponent was a real ac-
complishment,” Campolindo
head coach Phil Freeman
said. “To pin someone in the
first division, at the state
tournament, is a great ac-
complishment. It was the
capstone of her entire high
school career, going out on a
high note.”

Despite its being Free-
man’s first season at Cam-
polindo, he already knew the
way to Bakersfield having
coached at other schools, the
most recent, Liberty High
School.

Not lacking for confi-
dence, when he first met with
the team, Freeman an-
nounced for all to hear:
“What we are going to do is
win all of our dual meets.
We’re going to have the best
girls’ program in history.
We’re going to have multiple
NCS placers and we’re going
to state.”

As they say, “It ain’t brag-
ging if you do it,” though
there had to be some relief
for Freeman when Lee ful-
filled his final prediction.
“When I said that we would
be very successful, I'm not
sure that everybody neces-

sarily believed me because I
saw some raised eyebrows,”
Freeman said. “I'm happy
that we’re going to state, that
we had several section plac-
ers and that we won our
division.”

For Lee, her success at
NCS was overwhelming. “As
soon as I got off the mat, I
started crying,” Lee said. “I
thought back to the team’s
banquet my freshman year
when Louis (Suba, the Cam-
polindo coach then) said that
someday I would make it to
the state meet. Actually, my
goal was just to make it to day
two of the NCS so making it to
state is just gravy and I’'m su-
per happy that I got to this
point.”

The other Campolindo
girls that competed were Is-
abelle Lurie (108) who went
4-3, placing in sixth, as well as
Natalia Kalas, KT Thompson,
Cheryl Potter, Camilia Baxter,
Piper Lalli, Isabelle Zabron-
sky and Charlie Rose.

The seven boys from
Campolindo that qualified for
NCS included Ohio Paris
(106), who finished in eighth
place, and Chase Yang (138),
Daniel Thaler (152), Walker
Johnson (170), Gavin Juni
(182), and Shane Harris (220).

Competing at NCS should
prove to be valuable training
for everyone, according to
Freeman: “The experience
will make them better

wrestlers. To go to a big tour-
nament, even if you’re only
there to watch it, will allow
them to have the ‘been there,
done that’ feeling the next
time they go to a tournament.
It takes away some of the in-
timidation and it becomes
something that they can feel
that they should do every
year.”

For Suba, it was a matter
of quality over quantity at the
NCS with Ripper being the
only qualifier among the boys
and girls, and he was effusive
in his praise for Ripper.
“Hannah is an amazing ath-
lete,” Suba said. “She is a nat-
ural talent who is strong, fast
and loves to wrestle. You can
teach her a move and by the
end of practice, she will have
it down. She understands
leverage and how to use her
body to control her opponent.
Hannah is very coachable,
pays attention to all the de-
tails, and makes all the ad-
justments she needs to and
that’s what makes her great.”

Ripper gave credit to her
first coach at Miramonte, Ja-
son Rosiak and Suba. “I feel
very proud to have won the
NCS and to make it to state,”
Ripper said. “Jason was a
great guide for me and man-
aged what I needed to get to
the top. Coach Suba pushed
me physically and mentally
and made me want to grow
after each defeat and work

and want to get better. They
were both people that I
needed to ultimately win the
NCS and make it to the state
tournament.”

“We started out with only
10 wrestlers led by Hannah
and Jack Hughes,” Suba said.
“Jack Riley got hurt late in the
season, but has shown the
talent to succeed along with
Carter Camp (162) who
brought a jujitsu background
to the mat and finished sec-
ond at the JV league
tournament.”

Suba was particularly ex-
cited about the future for
Willie Gilmore (126). “Willie
was incredible for a fresh-
man,” Suba said. “He finished
the season with a record of
20-10 and came in sixth at the
league tournament. He is
wrestling obsessed and
should make NCS next year.”

Along with Ripper re-
turning for her senior season,
freshmen Alice Crapsy (162)
and Gianna George both
showed good potential for
next year.

Acalanes head coach Greg
Weitzman’s team went 5-1 in
dual meets and was well rep-
resented at the NCS tourna-
ment. “I'm really proud of
our team with our seven boys
and three girls that wrestled
in the post-season. At the
NCS, we had some really
awesome wrestling. Fresh-
man Sam Whipple (220) and

Lucas Haase (145) both made
it to the second day, each go-
ing 3-2. They putin a lot of
hard work with all of the
twists and turns due to the
COVID virus. To see them at
the end, having fun and
wrestling their best was just
awesome to me as a coach.”

The other qualifiers from
Acalanes were Hunter Goyert
(132), Lucas Ross (138), Matt
Soto (152), Zach Robb (285)
and Miles Garcia.

Oliva Banks finished in
eighth place at the NCS, Anya
HaasHollenbeck (108) was
302 and Dakota Goyert (101)
had a 1-2 record.

Weitzman also appreci-
ated how valuable the experi-
ence was for everyone: “It
was immensely powerful for
our seniors, as a capstone and
final moment of their high
school wrestling careers. It
wasn’t just one or two people
but to have 10 of our
wrestlers, more than half of
our team, was phenomenal to
see. It was great to see the
camaraderie and how excited
it was for our underclassmen
and seniors. We are going to
be doing a lot of interest
building to replace our se-
niors. If we can have a good
off-season and get the kids
doing some free style and
practicing, we will be coming
in next year with kids that
will have gotten some real
mat time.”

St. Perpetua 8th-grade American

team wins championship

Back row from left: coach Brad Hilsabeck, Graham Schlicht, Joshua Elerts,
Tucker Jones, Isaac Copen, Cody De La Cruz, and coach Chris Dodge
Front row from left: Preston Hilsabeck, Leo McDonough, Peyton Beld, Gavin

Beers and Gavin Dodge

Submitted by Andrea Hilsabeck

The St. Perpetua 8th grade American basketball team finished the league season

11-0 and won the championship game against CCOP last month.

Photo provided

Submitted by Jeni Kester

hip

St. Perpetua’s 6th-grade boys win
2021-22 Interleague National
Division Champions

Photo provided

From left: Frankie Rocca, Coach Brian Rocca, James Ceridono, Blake
Anderson, Kiran Ouk, Coach Ketya Ouk, Alec Schwartz, Grant Cortez, Finn
Hogan, Jonah Holloway-Butts and Kirin Kester

St. Perpetua’s 6th grade boys basketball team SP4 won the 2021-22 Interleague
National Division Championship.
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Third-grade Orinda boys undefeated
champions

. Ptroided
Top row, from left: Jax Keene, Boden Buster, Oliver Colner, Greyson Aranoff,
Aiden Jaynes and Xavier Portet; bottom row: coach Chip Kelly, Robby Hatton,
Jackson Noga, Dex Kelly and coach Brian Noga

Submitted by Brian Noga

Orinda Santa Maria CYO third-grade boys, the Blue Bandits, won the Tri-Valley
CYO Boys National Basketball Championship and ended an undefeated season,
which also included two tournament championships.

www.lamorindaweekly.com

CYO 8th-grade girls place first in
National Division

Wednesday, March 2, 2022

Photo provided

From left: Teia Adler, Maegan Eichenberger, Milla Orbach, Cate Reichenbach,
Sophia Howe, Zara San Gabriel, Camilla White, Phoebe Wood and Kate Liu;
not pictured coaches Paul Liu and Paul White

Submitted by Ann Murphy

Taking the National Division title for the third time consecutively, the Santa
Maria girls CYO basketball team is the 2021-22 season champion, coached by Paul
Liu and Paul White.

Submit stories to sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com
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SHOP MORAGA

A good neighbor
has your back.

'&h

90 years. CALL ME TODAY.

o StateFarm’

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

1606040 Best Latte in Town

Member of Moraga
Chamber of Commerce

910 Country Club Dr.

MAKE LIFE EASY Moraga

SHOP LOCAI

SERCHP AL AGA RS T O

]Bayﬂzfea home
cempanions

in-home care services

New hours:
Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00

iliﬂﬂﬂ'l‘iﬂi“ﬂﬂﬂﬁ
\ , o e A T PAINTING
Mark Hoogs, Agent Life’s a combination of good ' ' "-Ii‘m" HIRE A LOCAL NAME YOU
Insurance Lic#: OM08809 days and bad. | have your EOCAE FUMSITURND A% MINLACIA BED. SLITE F
629 Moraga Road back for both. And who has P L i R s CAN TRUST
s A K550y back? The company
more people have trusted for 925-247-0092

The UPS Store  Bs

1480 Moraga Rd, Ste C
Sat 9-5, Sun closed Moraga, CA 94556-2005

L
MARK BELLINGHAM

MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Interior & Exterior Painting Deck & Fence Restoration
Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinet Painting Dry Rot Repair
Light Carpentry Drywall Repair

For a Quick Preliminary Estimate
Email Photos of Project to:
Office@MarkBellinghamPainting.com

See our Reviews on NextDoor, Houzz & YELP

Local Business Owner - Since 1985 - Licensed & Insured

MORAGA MOTORS

since 1981 in Moraga. Located on ﬁg"‘

Our location: Moraga Road, Rheem Valley Shopping Center L

Professional Automotive

Affordable, Competent, Warm & Compassionate Adult Care

e Personal Care e Light Housekeeping
* Meal Preparation e Non-medical Outpatient Assistance

(925) 330-3999

www.bayareahomecompanions.com

v/ Shipping

v" Copying, Finishing
v/ Printing Services
v Notary Services

www.theupsstorelocal.com/2291

v Postal Services Service and Repair

v/ Business Services
v Live Scan
Fingerprinting

Foreign and Domestic

2016 Moraga Small
Business of the Year

530 Moraga Rd. * 925-376-0692

WWW.Mmoragamotors.com

MORAGA RETREAT
CARE HOMES

2 7o

PROFESSIONAL EYECARE

E

¢ Finest Quality Eyewear and Su

MORAGARETREAT.COM (925) 376-2273

| N

RHEEM VALLEY AUTOMOTIVE

(Rheem center-across from Complete Auto Repair
the Post Office) State of California

'I ‘ .,g) Brake, Lamp &

Smog Station

OFFICIAL
BRAKE
ADJUSTING
STATION

o

(u.--....--'*%-

Call for Ad

W STAR Coriflad

OFFICIAL
LAMP
ADJUSTING
STATION

377-6020
WWW.RHEEMAUTO.COM

Watch for Love Lafayette
March 16

925.377.0977

residential assisted living for seniors e FToo M E TR i S Sy s |
- . Dr. Wm. Schwertscharf, O.D. TOZ

professional staff, resident-centered care e _ . '

private rooms, home-made meals, medication management ° Eomp.rehensn{e Vision Testing LFED nt OPEN -Call today.
) ) e Eye Disease Diagnosis FECF D

unparalleled attention to detail « Specialty Contact Lens Care I all safety protocols in place

nglasses

925.376.7222

508 Center Street, Moraga
(in Rheem Valley Shopping Center

Hall of Taxes
Peggy Hall, Enrolled Agent

Over 30 years experience
Stephen Hall, MBA, CTEC

Specializing in complex tax
situations for individuals and
small businesses.

vertising

Moraga
(925) 388-1040

www.HallofTaxes.com - peggy@halloftaxes.com
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Handyman Jim Hurley's New Home Primer
read on Page D4

Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

Designing for drought

Red Chinese lantern is a perennial.

By Cynthia Brian
“That which surrounds you is within you.” ~ Karl Schmidt

Days of heat followed by days of near-freezing cold! Out of nowhere, a
beautiful hailstorm covers the ground in white pebbles. The weather
forecasts sunshine or cloud cover, but no rain in future days. Accord-
ing to the New York Times, the seven hottest years on record globally
were experienced in the last seven years. The atmospheric river of De-
cember provided a respite and a hopeful prospect for drought relief.
January, February and March are traditionally the wettest months here
in California, but this year, January and February were the driest in
years and March isn’t looking much better. Maybe the Irish lep-
rechauns will exert their magical powers to make it rain on St.
Patrick’s Day!
Designing for drought:

As I gaze upon my peach tree blossoms intermingled with crabap-
ple buds blooming much too early, I admit that I am basking in this

Photos Cynthia Brian

Calla lilies are perennial charmers.

early spring. Although I am an eternal optimist who imagines positive
outcomes, if we want our gardens to survive and thrive, we need to de-
sign for the drought. Here’s how to get started now to be ready for
whatever transpires as the months warm.
1) Check for leaks. Make sure that your outside pipes are insulated
against freezing. Water expands when it freezes causing pipes to burst.
Even a tiny 1/8-inch crack could spew 250 gallons of water per day. If
you witness wet spots, water running along driveways, or puddles, in-
vestigate for a leak. Check hose bibs for drips, replace washers, and
routinely inspect automatic sprinklers and connections.
2) Amend the soil. The foundation of every garden is the soil. The
ideal soil drains quickly while storing water. For drought toleration,
add several inches of rich, organic compost to encourage deep root
formation while trapping moisture. Make your compost by adding
kitchen scraps, eggshells, coffee grinds, tea leaves, shredded newspa-
per, leaves, lawn clippings, fish bones, aged manure, non-diseased
weeds, and other organic matter to a bin or pile.

... continued on Page D12



VLATKA BATHGATE

IF I HAD A BUYER FORYOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?
Call me at 925 597 1573

Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com

CalBRE#01390784
: =
_THSSRIn

VLATKA GETS RESULTS ALL OVER THE EAST BAY
FOR SALE 524 Moraga Way, Orinda

Private Retreat
Offered at $1,998,870

VLATKA CAN HELPYOUWITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.
WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

©2021 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

City Last reported Lowest amount Highest amount
LAFAYETTE 6 $1,500,000 $12,000,000
MORAGA 4 $550,000 $1,875,000
ORINDA 3 $1,525,000 $3,725,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

84 Bacon Court, $1,885,000, 4 Bdrms, 2453 SqFt, 1976 YrBlt, 01-20-22,
Previous Sale: $995,000, 10-27-05

3820 Happy Valley Road, $12,000,000, 6 Bdrms, 9281 SqFt, 1986 YrBlt, 01-18-22

984 Hawthorne Drive, $1,860,000, 3 Bdrms, 1580 SqFt, 1942 YrBlt, 01-12-22,
Previous Sale: $1,054,000, 08-26-16

2858 Kinney Drive, $1,500,000, 3 Bdrms, 1227 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 01-10-22,
Previous Sale: $1,285,000, 05-06-21

3376 Las Huertas Road, $1,800,000, 3 Bdrms, 1800 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 01-21-22

1330 Summit Road, $2,850,000, 3 Bdrms, 2372 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 01-12-22,
Previous Sale: $350,000, 11-01-87

MORAGA

1911 Ascot Drive, $1,100,000, 2 Bdrms, 1455 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 01-21-22

2145 Donald Drive #1, $550,000, 2 Bdrms, 1225 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 01-10-22,
Previous Sale: $118,500, 03-01-88

6 Sparrow Court, $1,720,000, 3 Bdrms, 1704 SqFt, 1969 YrBlt, 01-19-22,
Previous Sale: $1,240,000, 09-16-21

38 Sullivan Drive, $1,875,000, 3 Bdrms, 1734 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 01-13-22

ORINDA

58 Camino Del Diablo, $3,725,000, 4 Bdrms, 4070 SqFt, 1938 YrBlt, 01-10-22,
Previous Sale: $435,000, 05-01-86

158 La Espiral, $1,525,000, 2 Bdrms, 1300 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 01-13-22,
Previous Sale: $805,000, 06-18-13

8 Patricia Road, $1,725,000, 4 Bdrms, 2513 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 01-19-22,
Previous Sale: $650,000, 04-26-00



LLOOKING FOR LISTINGS?
I'VE GOT YOU COVERED.

Currently prepping a 1982 Sq ft, 3 bed, 25 bath on .98 acre in the
heart of Sleepy Hollow. Thinking of listing and taking advantage of
this hot market? Contact me to get started.

925.980.3829 DRE# 01885058 ‘! %
Shannon®@ ShannonConner.com Villageassociates.com
ShannonConnercom 925.254.0505
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New home primer, Part 2

On demand water heater

Photos Jim Hurley

By Jim Hurley

In Part 1 of the New Home Primer - or things that everyone should
know about their house — we covered your water and gas main
valves, so now let’s go on to locating your water heater. Some homes
may have two, which I typically see when a master suite was added as
an extension.

There are two types of water heaters: Tank or On Demand.

Tank heaters have a pilot light which must be lit for them to stay
hot. If your hot water is running cold, your pilot light is out. How to
relight the pilot? Ifound several videos on YouTube regarding this

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977 Wednesday, March 2, 2022

process. Also, PG&E provides a pilot light service, if you can’t get it lit
yourself, but you will have to wait until they get there.

Old tanks eventually wear out, and usually the first sign of this is
water dripping from the bottom. If there is water dripping from your
tank heater, turn off the filler valve above it and get a new heater be-
fore the leak becomes a flood.

The tankless, or On Demand water heater is becoming more pop-
ular in homes. They are literally high-powered burners that heat the
water as it flows through the line when the tap is opened. It never
runs out of hot water (unless you forget to pay your gas bill). There is
no pilot light because they use electronic ignition, but must have elec-
tricity to run. If your On Demand hot water is cold, make sure it’s
plugged in and there is power at the outlet.

Our last stop in the New Home Primer is your electrical panel, or
panels. Find the electrical meter on your home. Open the cover to
the box under or beside the meter and look at the breaker switches.

... continued on Page D10

Electrical panel



TERRI BATES WALKER
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I am thrilled to announce that I have joined Coldwell
Banker, a trusted name since 1906, which offers state-of-
the-art technology, the strength of a global network and an
empowering culture of excellence. Ilook forward to
serving all of your buying and selling needs in 2022.

C. 510.282.4420 | Cal RE #01330081
TerriBatesWalker@gmail.com | TerriBatesWalker.com
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1039 Mohr Lane, Concord 996 Monet Circle, Walnut Creek
Sold for $402,500 Sold for $1,795,000
. i

G|3 925.878.9964

. ) TomStack.com
1519 Camino Peral, Moraga CE&E?EJEL

Offered at $637,500 REALTY Tom.Stack@cbnorcal.com
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“Yes, | have found me some peace. Yes, | have found me a home” ~ Jimmy Buffett




RESORT-LIKE
LIVING IN RHEEM
VALLEY MANOR
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4 bed + office \ 3.5 bath Offered at

$1,799,000

2,600+ sq ft ‘ 0.34 acre

Located on one of Moraga's most desirable streets, this
single-story home has a flat yard with a gorgeous pool, sport
court and large undeveloped area. The living room has a
vaulted ceiling, fireplace and floor-to-ceiling windows. There
is a formal dining room and an eat-in kitchen with maple
cabinetry and granite countertops, as well as a 3-car garage
and laundry room. Updates include dual-paned windows,
newer furnace and air conditioning and plantation shutters.
Centrally located near the Lafayette-Moraga Trail, Moraga
Commons Park, shops and top-rated schools.

www.holcenberg.com

i

Michelle Holcenberg

CB Top 100 East/North Bay Region

michelle@holcenberg.com
BRE #01373412
\-) COLOWELL BANKER
e e
©2022 Coldwell Banker. All Rights-Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Goldwell Banker.logesiare trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is

comprised.of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The
Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles‘of the-Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. CalRE #01908304

JUST SOLD | 3368 Las Huertas Road, Lafayette

Offered for $3,900,000 | 3 Offers | Sold in 7 days for $4,825,000 | All Cash

Ann Newton Cane Jennie Swan Golden
415.999.0253 925.858.2856 Gate
a.newtoncane@ggsir.com  j.swan@ggsir.com .
Lic.#02084093 Lic.#0991109 Sotheby’s
Each Franchise Is Independently Owned And Operated. INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Our advertisers make our paper possible to print
and deliver free to your home. Please thank them
and let them know you saw their ad.

Your publishers,

Andy and Wendy Scheck

A

Local newspaper delivered to Lafayette, Mor_aga and Orinda




COMING SOON

Lovely in
Lafayette

3 bedroom, 2 bathroom, 2,991 sq ft, .62 acres
$1,995,000 | Call for details

_...-’r i -l-"t{

This Gorgeous Mid-Century home boasts walls of glass, stunning views and an edible garden
featured in Sunset Magazine. As you step into the home, you are drawn into the formal living

Dave Schurhoff room with vaulted ceilings, walls of glass and breathtaking views. The open floor plan allows
925.997.9569 for a comfortable flow between the kitchen, family room, dining room and bar. This 2,991 sq
dave.schurhoff@compasjcory ft home lives primarily on a single level with 3 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms on the first floor.

www.daveschurhoff.com

DRE#: 01834201 Up a flight of stairs, you will find the office/bonus room with floor-to-ceiling windows and

gOrgeous views.

DAVE
SCHURHOFF

COMPASS
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ADAM HAMALIAN

925.708.5630
DRE# 01917597

CAROLYN WAY

925.890.4115

DRE# 00947460

CHRISTINA LINEZO

415.425.3085

DRE# 01964989

JOY WIEHN

4153771884
DRE# 02047712

KAAREN BRICKMAN

925.351.5049
DRE# 01932119

LAUREN DEAL
HURLBUT TEAM

925.876.4671

DRE#02060294

COMING SOON

31 CREST DRIVE, LAFAYETTE
CALL FOR PRICE
K. BRICKMAN /J. DEL SANTO | 925.351.5049

PENDING

2900 ROHRER DRIVE, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $3,000,000
RUTH EDDY | 925.788.5449

PENDING

1854 POPLAR DRIVE, WALNUT CREEK
OFFERED AT $1,195,000
S.HUTCHENS/A.HAMALIAN | 925.708.5630

JUST LISTED

3 BERKSHIRE STREET, MORAGA
OFFERED AT $1,350,000
RUTH EDDY | 925.788.5449

PENDING

3107 SANDALWOOD COURT, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $2,095,000
K. BRICKMAN /J. DEL SANTO | 925.351.5049

PENDING

750 CAMINO RICARDO, MORAGA
CALL FOR DETAILS
MATT MCLEOD | 925.464.6500

JUST LISTED

817 ASHLEY LANE, WALNUT CREEK
OFFERED AT $3,375,000
DON & PAMELA COLOMBANA 925.878.8047

PENDING

61 MORAGA VIA, ORINDA
OFFERED AT $1,695,000
TINA FRECHMAN | 925.915.0851

OLD

REPRESENTED SELLER AND BUYER

30 SANFORD LAFAYETTE
SOLD FOR $4,850,000
KELLY WOOD | 925.381.7172

69 HILLCREST DRIVE, ORINDA
SOLD FOR $2,700,000
L. LEGLER & C. HATA | 510.912.5882

LISA TICHENOR LORI LEGLER

925.285.1093

DRE# 01478540

925.286.1244
DRE# 00805732

MATT MCLEOD

925.464.6500
DRE# 01310057

771 SOLANA DRIVE, LAFAYETTE
PRICE UPON REQUEST
JULIE DEL SANTO | 925.818.5500

PAMELA & DON
COLOMBANA

925.878.8047
DRE# 01979180/01979181

RUTH EDDY

925.788.5449
DRE# 01313819

1036 UPPER HAPPY VALLEY, LAFAYETTE
SOLD FOR $1,800,000
L. LEGLER & C. HATA | 925.286.1244

=

510.506.1351

DRE#01180260

925.212.7617
DRE# 01320608

BRYAN HURLBUT

925.383.5500
DRE# 01347508

CHERYL HATA

510.912.5882

DRE# 013859346

JANE & DAVE SMITH

925.998.1914

DRE# 01476506/02105225

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500

DRE# 01290985

KELLY WOOD

925.381.7172

DRE# 01931711

SHELLEY RUHMAN SHERRY HUTCHENS TINA FRECHMAN

925.915.0851
DRE# 01970768




COMING SOON

EXCEPTIONAL UPPER HAPPY VALLEY ESTATE

3985 N. PEARDALE DRIVE, LAFAYETTE - OFFERED AT $7,500,000

TT

6 BEDROOMS + OFFICE - 6 BATHROOMS « 6,450+ SQ FT - .94+ ACRE LOT

Stunning estate nestled in the heart of Happy Valley offering private living on lushly landscaped grounds. Behind the gated entrance
sits the wood shingled home with timeless design and modern touches. Open floor plan features family room/ kitchen great room
with large island, stainless steel appliances, coffee bar and an abundance of natural light. Primary suite on both floors, with bonus flex
space upstairs. Main floor primary bedroom boasts fireplace and bathroom including dual vanities, oversized soaking tub and views
of the garden with dedicated entrance to open yard retreat area. Upstairs includes additional spacious bedrooms and open play area.
Gorgeous, park-like backyard boasting sparkling pool/spa & waterfall, built-in kitchen with barbecue and fridge, custom tree houses,
mature landscaping, oversized of grassy area and covered patio ideal for entertaining.

JULIE DEL SANTO nl i~ 1 \4 BRYAN HURLBUT
BROKER/OWNER VLU, REALTOR®
925.818.5500 REAL ESTATE GROUP 925.383.5500
julie@dudum.com DRE 01882902 bryan@hurlbutteam.com

. DRE# 01290985 DRE# 01347508

L
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New home primer, Part 2

... continued from Page D4

One will say “Main.” That is the one to switch off if you see sparks,
smell smoke, or someone throws a toaster in a bathtub full of water.
Depending on your electrical layout, the main breaker panel may
have a multitude of additional switches marked with their purpose,
or a few larger switches marked as Sub A, Sub B and AC (Air Condi-
tioner). These larger breakers mean you have another (Sub) panel
somewhere inside the house with smaller breakers inside. Itis very
good to locate these boxes, and make sure you can access them when
the power goes out in one area of the house.

The important thing to know about breaker switches is how to re-
set them. Most of the time the breaker switch will indicate it has
popped when the switch is centered between On and Off. To reset the
breaker, move the switch all the way to the Off position then back to
On. Ifit pops again, go back into the house, and unplug any appli-
ances that are near the outlet that is not working. Then try the switch
again. If it continues to pop, leave it off until you or your handy-
man/electrician can locate the short in the circuit. Occasionally an
older breaker will pop but the switch will not move back to center. If
the power is out in one area of the house, and none of the breaker
switches are at center, you will need to click each switch off and then
back on to find the one that popped.

The electrical code requires that circuit breakers be labeled by
purpose, (Lights, Plugs, Refrigerator, Disposal, Etc.). Some but not all
electricians will conscientiously identify which switch controls what
area of the house. However, you should never assume that the labels
are correct. If you are working on circuit, always verify that the
power is off at the junction box, despite what the breaker label says.

My fervent wish is for everyone to enjoy many trouble-free years
in their new homes. But the dad in me says it doesn’t hurt to be pre-
pared for emergencies. You never know.

Jim Hurley is an independent handyman
with over 25 years of experience in
residential repairs. Hopefully this free advice
is helpful to someone attempting
Do-It-Yourself home repairs. The
information presented is intended for
informational purposes and for use by
persons having appropriate technical skill, at
their own discretion and risk.

READY TO MAKE A MOVE?

Chris & Tracy have your new home!

887 Birdhaven Court, Lafayette

Main House: 4 BD | 3 BA PLUS Guest House: Studio | 1BA | Total SF 3750+ | Level .42+ AC | Offered at $3,950,00
Crown Jewel of the Trail Neighborhood! This exquisite single level home was artfully designed to showcase the

Chris Swim
Tracy Keaton
DRE. 00943989 | 01051349
925.766.1447
chris@chrisswim.com
chrisswim.com

ultimate indoor / outdoor California Living experience. The entertainers backyard features expansive patios, lush
lawns and planting gardens, a gorgeous pool, and a fabulous guest house. 887birdhaven.com

Contact Chris & Tracy today for more information




Living, loving, and listing

LAMORINDA

Your home s worth more than ever right now.
gﬂqvuaﬂecmouaboutthzva[ucoﬂqomhom (nvite me. over to

qive you my opinion of value

Thinking of selling? Call me! | have a proven track record of
success and | look forward to hearing from you!
YEARS LIVING IN YEARS LOVING YEARS LISTING
Amy Rose Smith .
. . FINDING THE Aight FIT
Partner, Village Associates % . +
925.212.3897 Jop 1 S400-m
amy@amyrosesmith.com v . . .
. IN LAMORINDA TRANSACTIONS
CalBRE: #01855959 | AMYROSESMITH

villageassociates.com | @villageassociates 925.254.0505 | It's Village. Of Course.

ASSOCIATES
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

Designing for drought
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Sedum illuminates with mustard yellow flowers.

Photo Cynthia Brian

... continued from Page D1

Do not use human, dog, or cat feces. Don’t disturb the lower levels of
the ground to allow worms and micro-bacteria to do their jobs of aer-
ating and feeding the earth. In a drought, double and triple digging
techniques are not recommended.
3) Water well. To stay healthy, most plants need at least one inch of
moisture per week. The best way to save your plants as well as con-
serve water is to water deeply and infrequently.

The penetration of the water encourages deeper roots that are
more resistant to drought conditions. A good rule of thumb is to water
until the dirt has a hint of shine. Lawns and bedding plants require a

drink to a depth of six inches while perennials, trees, and shrubs need
closer to 12. Plan to irrigate either early in the morning or evening
when absorption will be maximized, and evaporation minimized. Just
as humans rejuvenate from a good night’s rest, plants do most of their
growing at night. Traditional overhead sprinklers can lose half of their
effectiveness to evaporation, run-off, and overspray. Drip and soaker
hoses are the best bets for deep soaking to the root zone. Soaker hoses
may be covered with mulch making them invisible. When water is re-
stricted prioritize rationing by watering, in this order, newly planted
trees, shrubs, and perennials; newly seeded or repaired lawns; plants
with exposure on windy sites or in sandy soils; and flowering vegeta-
bles.

4) Mulch. Three inches of mulch will insulate your plants from the
heat, cold, and elements. Mulch keeps the ground cooler, maximizes
water retention, reduces evaporation, and improves the appearance of
your landscape. Mulch includes pine needles, straw, leaves, wood
chips, bark, and even gravel. As it decomposes it becomes compost
and enriches the soil. When that happens, it is time for a new top layer
of the mulch of your choice.

5) Weed. Weeds steal moisture and nutrition from neighboring
plants. Pull or cut down unwanted weeds.

6) Stop fertilizing. If you plan to fertilize this season, do it now while
the weather is still cool, and dew is apparent. Feeding while it is rain-
ing is the best prescription for plant wellness. If you fertilize without
sufficient water, the roots will burn, and the plants will die. Fertilizing
encourages new growth and new growth will stress your already
stressed specimens. As the weather warms, refrain from fertilizing
again until rain is forthcoming.

7) Plant for drought. I'm a big believer in bulbs. In our temperate
climate, you dig a hole, plant, forget, then be awed when bulbs pop up
and bloom. Daffodils, calla lilies, freesia, hyacinths, Dutch iris, and
many others are all excellent spring-blooming bulbs that require min-
imal care and reap huge bloom benefits. For summer flowering, plant
gladiolus, Naked ladies, agapanthus, Asian lilies, tuberous begonias,
dahlias, iris, and canna. Succulents offer a magnificent maintenance-
free drought investment. Succulents come in many shapes, sizes, and
colors with beautiful blooms and little water requirements. Sedums
are spectacular as groundcovers or upright attracting bees and but-
terflies. Jade, echeveria, senecio, haworthias, aconium, and ice plant
all have varied textures and attractive flowers. Unlike cactus, succu-
lents don’t have thorns, making them a favorite for rock gardens.

Don’t forget to plant edibles. A small 4-foot by 8-foot bed can be
planted with plenty of nutritious vegetables and herbs to feed a family
of four. Decide what you enjoy eating and plant only those to avoid
watering vegetables that you won’t consume.

Surrounding me now is plenty of sunshine and within I feel sunny
and bright. Yet, 'm counting on the luck of the Irish to bring a bit of
Emerald Isle precipitation to the shores of California this St. Paddy’s
Day! In case there isn’t that pot of gold at the end of the rainbow, I'm
designing for drought.
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Peach blossoms mingle with crabapple buds. Succulents and fountain grass. Photos Cynthia Brian
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Goddess Gardener Cynthia Brian’s Gardening Guide for March

FERTILIZE hungry lawns to strengthen roots, resist cold, heat, and high traffic when weather is wet. This feeding will help
combat the stress of drought.

AERATE your lawn. The soil is compacted from winter rains and foot traffic. Leave the plugs to add nutrients back into the
grass.

CONTINUE to protect frost tender plants
POUR chamomile tea around the base of newly planted seedlings to eliminate fungus growth.
CUT boughs of camellias to use in a bowl or arrangement.

PAMPER yourself with an exfoliating and moisturizing facial from your garden. Squeeze lemon juice from your Meyer lemon
tree into a bowl and mix with lavender petals and 1/4 cup olive oil. Home brewed spa experience in 20 minutes.

CONTINUE to compost, compost, and compost. This is the single most important ingredient of growing a great garden. Buy an
inexpensive compost bin from your local waste service.

SPADE six inches of rich compost into your vegetable garden in preparation for the next season’s plantings.
SCATTER a canister of California poppy seeds for a carefree, drought-tolerant golden showstopper.
Happy Gardening. Happy Growing. Happy St. Patrick’s Day!

t;;_.

Cream and yellow daffodils will multiply. Rosemary bush with blue blooms.
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Yellow osteospermum
(African daisy) is drought
resistant.

McDonnell & Nursery

T

shop now to receive MCDonnell bucks

Cynthia Brian sits on a green hillside.

Cynthia Brian, The Goddess Gardener, is available for
hire to help you prepare for your spring garden. Raised
in the vineyards of Napa County, Cynthia is a New York
Times best-selling author, actor, radio personality,
speaker, media and writing coach as well as the Founder
and Executive Director of Be the Star You Are!® 501 c3.

family owned since 1933

Tune into Cynthia’s StarStyle® Radio Broadcast at .
www.StarStyleRadio.com. Flowers * Trees * Succulents ¢ Pottery & Fountains

Buy copies of her books, including, Chicken Soup for the .~

Ga¥derll)er’s Soul, Growing with thge Goddess GarIchener, Benches * Garden Decor * House Plants ¢ Gifts ¢ J €W€h’y
and Be the Star You Are!

www.cynthiabrian.com/online-store. Receive a FREE Garden Consultation

inspirational music DVD and special savings.

Hire Cynthia for writing projects, garden consults, and
inspirational lectures.
Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com

www.GoddessGardener.com 196 Moraga Way -« (925) 254-3713 < Open Wednesday - Sunday

www.mcdonnellnursery.com
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Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner

Meara Dunsmore

11 Ranch Road 11 La Fond 8445 Wildcat Drive 22 Valencia Road Linda Ehrich

Rare 3 bed/ 3.5 bath on 1.17 acres Single level 4 bed/ 3 bath home on  Incredible 3 bed/ 3 bath w/ bonus Special 4 bed/ 3 bath home located J E

w/ gorgeous level lawns & patios. .71 private acre lot w/ updated loft, formal office, soaring ceilings & in desirable Del Ray neighborhood oan tvans

Gracious 3826 sqft home - create kitchen & family room, pool, & picturesque windows to capture the  w/ bonus room & close distance to . .

your dream! outdoor kitchen! amazing views! schools! Linda Friedman
$3,035,000 $2,350,000 $1,835,000 $1,870,000

Claudia Gohler

RlNDA LAFAYETTE LAFAYETTE Dexter Honens I
i gt 1 ' April Matthews

Hillary Murphy
Karen Murphy

John Nash
Altie Schmitt
23 Kittiwake Road 651 Evelyn Court 3172 Stanley Blvd 3235 Mt. Diablo Court #102 Judy Schoenrock
Private residential .43 acre lot in Gorgeous 2958 sqft 4 bed/ 3.5 Charming 4 bed/ 2.5 bath home Single level luxury 2 bed/ 2 bath
one of Bay Area’s most sought bath rancher. Gourmet kitchen. conveniently close to freeway & condo located on cul-de-sac w/ Ann Sharf
after neighborhoods. Close to Solar w/battery. CA Closets. BART w/ great outdoor living & open floor plan & exquisite
Highway 24 & downtown! Ethernet. Large cul-de-sac lot! entertaining! designer finishes! Amy Rose Smith
$575,000 $2,800,000 $2,200,000 $5,500/mo
Molly Smith
MORAGA WALNUT CREEK PLEASANT HILL MARTINEZ Jeff Snell
— : /- Lynda Snell

Clark Thompson

Angie Evans Traxinger

Ignacio Vega
- Ann Ward

2 Moraga Valley Lane 49 Amigo Lane 241 Western Hills Drive 535 Walnut Ave Margaret Zucker
Beautifully updated 2793 sqft New construction 5 bed/ 3.5 bath Lovely 2 story 3 bed/ 2.5 bath duet  Storybook Charm & terrific
single story home. 3 bed + office/ home in desirable Walnut Heights on .23 acres in the heart of Pleasant location! Single level 2 bed / 1 bath
2.5 bath situated on .28 acre lot w/  neighborhood w/ open floor plan Hill! Light & bright w/ many home on beautiful .22 acre lot w/
golf course views! & beautiful finishes! upgrades! bonus room!

$2,880,000 $2,695,000 $889,000 $619,000

Village

@ foccoookcomilagenssociaes 93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 + Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505 e

twitter.com/villageassoc 2 g . . .
9 Al Visit www.villageassociates.com Click on

instagram.com/VillageAssociates It's Village. Of Course.

DRE#01301392





