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Serving Contra Costa since 1991
More than45 years experience

All Work Done by Owner
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* Geiling Fans, Recessed & Track Lighting ° Kitchen or Bath Remadel

* Exterior/Security/Landscape Lighting * Electrical Service Upgra \/
* Complete Home Wiring - Old & New ° Spa Installation

|LeapFrog Plumbing

Save some WATER ‘n save some
GREEN this St. Paddy’s Day

with a re-circulating hot-

water pump. There’s one to

fit your needs (push-button,
timer-activated, full-time & more).
Tired of waiting for that hot water to ||
arrive? No more water down the

drain while you wait for hot water! ]

$25 OFF! #

any plumbing job ($225 or over)*

$50 OFF!

Hot water recirculation pump
systems & tankless water heaters.

Late model tankless water heaters have inte-
gral pumps. Contact us for more information!
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p F)It’

. ©29377-6600 w'

ro6s www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

929641
-------------J

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Wednesday, March 16, 2022

Letters to the editor

A note of thanks to Mr. Bill at Ace Hard-
ware Moraga

My name is Rylan Gottschalk, and I am from
Girl Scout Troop 33780 in Moraga. Our most
recent project is our Bronze Award, in which
we help our community with a specific ser-
vice project, making a lasting effect. We are
building cat shelters out of plastic barrels for
a local animal shelter called Jelly’s Place in
San Pablo. We contacted Mr. Bill, the owner of
Ace Hardware in Moraga, and asked for sup-
ply donations to paint the barrels. He was
more than willing to give us the paint that we
needed, and on top of that, he gave us a $50
donation to support our project and Jelly’s
Place. This is an incredible act of kindness
and generosity, and I hope this community
recognizes how giving and humble Mr. Bill is.
He gives back to this community every day,
and he deserves to be acknowledged for what
he does.

Rylan Gottschalk

Moraga

Orinda must oppose housing mandates

Gross negligence and inattention have be-
come — in the area of the Orinda’s housing -
the hallmarks of the Orinda City Council.
“Orinda has been assigned 1,359 Regional
Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) units. . .,”
according the Lamorinda Weekly (March 2,

ber Amy Worth is quoted as saying: “It’s re-
ally important that we show good faith to HCD
[Department of Housing and Community De-
velopment of California] and agreed that the
city should proceed with the rezoning by Jan.
31>

The extra housing comes from a demand
by the State of California. The Orinda City
Council has presumably refused to object to
RHNA’s plans. Instead, the city meekly goes
along with whatever the State of California
demands in terms of new housing. Currently,
California is experiencing a severe drought.
Extra housing will do nothing to conserve
precious water. In addition, extra housing will
make evacuation from a local wildfire more
difficult.

On Jan. 20, 2022, I wrote Orinda’s mayor,
Dennis Fay, stating that extra housing in
Orinda “is not in the interest of Orinda’s resi-
dents.” To date, I have not received a reply
from the mayor. Is he afraid to respond to his
constituents? If I had not paid my local prop-
erty taxes, I am sure that I would have heard
from the mayor or someone else in
government.

Orinda, in conjunction with other local
communities, must oppose housing mandates
from the State of California. Decisions on
housing and local zoning for housing should
be made by local government, not the state
government.

Richard Colman
Orinda

2022). In the same article, City Council Mem-
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Saint Mary’s headed to Portland for First
Round of NCAA

.. continued from Page Al

Bennett was hard
pressed to keep from smiling
over the seeding and location
of their first game. What was
his first reaction to the news?
“It was exciting, and it was
fun, even having to wait until
the last bracket to find out
where we would be playing,”
Bennett said. “We were pre-
pared for anything but
everyone’s excited about
playing in the West at
Portland.”

Bennett could not help
but appreciate how special
this season has been consid-
ering how difficult things had
been the prior two seasons.
“It’s fun to get rewarded,”
Bennett said. “Two years ago,
our seniors missed out on the
tournament because it was
canceled due to the COVID
virus. Then last year we had
a half to two-thirds of a sea-
son, playing without any
fans, and it was just funky.
To hear our name called and
to be playing in Portland just
capped off a two-year
process and I’'m extremely
excited, especially for our
older guys because of what
they’ve gone through.”

Sixth-year graduate stu-
dent, Tommy Kuhse, also saw
this season as the capstone to
a two-year season with a lot
of bumps along the road.
“Coming into this year, we
really felt good about our
chances. We just kept grow-
ing and getting better and
better as a team. We’re play-
ing our best basketball at the

right time. It’s super cool that
we have the highest seed in
Saint Mary’s history, but we
have bigger goals.”

Kuhse has been called
upon to fill many roles this
season. He started the first
13 games of the season and
then became the team's sixth
man for the next 11 games
and returned to the starting
lineup for the team’s final six
games. His performance was
not overlooked by the West
Coast Conference as Kuhse
was named first team all
WCC and the sixth man of the
year.

“I'm glad that Tommy
wanted to come back,” Ben-
nett said. “He really im-
proved and he’s just a great
story. His attitude was
tremendous about becoming
the sixth man and it really
helped our team. After mov-
ing him back into the starting
lineup, Ilet him create the
narrative for how this season
would conclude because I
want him on the court
against our opponents’ two
best guards. I wish I could
say I knew that it was going
to turn out as well as it did,
but I didn’t.”

As this is Bennett’s 15th
time that he has taken Saint
Mary’s to the post season
(seven NIT’s), he knows what
the key is for the team which
will playing for the first time
in nine days. “The biggest
thing is to be going in fresh.”
Bennett said. “If you go into
the game fatigued, it makes it
hard to win the game. We
practiced twice last week,

and we’ll start again this
week.”

The team’s motto, ‘Gritty
Not Pretty,” which was origi-
nated by junior Kyle Bowen,
was emblazoned on T-shirts
given away to all by the
school. “Kyle really put it into
perspective as to what we
wanted to be as a team,”
Kuhse said. “We battle on
every possession so there are
no easy buckets, and pride
ourselves on that. We have
some of the toughest guys
I've ever met on this team
and that became our identity
and it’s what made us so
good.”

Logan Johnson also cred-
ited the team’s success to that
attitude: ““Gritty Not Pretty’ is
what we stand on. It's the
hard work that we putin all
those days in the off-season,
like starting at 6 a.m. and do-
ing our run workouts. For us,
that's everything that term
stands for.”

Bennett also was pleased
when the University of San
Francisco made it into the
tournament as a 10th seed. It
was recognition of the depth
of the West Coast Conference,
but for Bennett it was more
about their coach, Todd
Golden. “We fight and
scratch all year long but
there's mutual respect for
our teams. For me person-
ally, it's for Todd Golden as
well. He was a Gael for four
years and a captain of that
team, so I'll be pulling for
them.”

Cosmetic Surgery Laser & Non-Surgical Services
* Facelift * BOTOX® Cosmetic and Dysport®
Facial Implants * Cosmetic Removal of Moles & Skin Tags

Neck Lift o Fillers )
Nose Surgery (JUVEDERM®, JUVEDERM VOLUMAG®, Restylane®)

Brow Lift * Fraxel Re:Store Laser Treatment
Eyelid Surgery
Ear Surgery

Skin Care Services
* Chemical Peels
* Obagi® Consultation

Dr. Matthew Tamplen, who grew up in Lafayette
and is a well-known Facial Plastic Surgeon

with Kaiser Permanente, just opened a private
practice in Downtown Orinda to better serve
Lamorinda patients.

Matthew Tamplen, MD

Orinda Office:

77 Moraga way Suite G, Orinda
925-444-0824
TamplenPlasticSurgery.com

Before

TAMPLEN

Double Board-Certified Facial Plastic
and Reconstructive Surgeon.

lir:
ll
!Ii:,

I
|
Il] )
(¥
iy |

|

o

TREE SCULPTURE

COMPLETE TREE CARE
Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!

Fully Insured <«
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Certified Arborists <
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com
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