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dream home with Branagh on this 1.62+ acre parcel!

Lamorinda’s #1Real Estate Team

Since 2010

DanaGreenTeam.com

925.339.1918 | DRE 01482454

COMPASS

Counc1l con51ders possmle rezonlng of BART parking lot property

decisions related to Assembly
Bill 2923, a 2018 State of Cali-
fornia law that requires the

By Lou Fancher

Alternative approaches and

Image provided

upzoning of BART-owned
properties and the develop-
ment of transit-oriented, multi-

family housing had the
Lafayette City Council grap-
pling Feb. 28 with a difficult
decision: to proactively direct
staff to immediately begin to
prepare draft zoning regula-
tions and objective standards
for the planning commission
and city council to consider at
a future date, or to take no im-
mediate action and simply al-
low AB 2923 to automatically
be enacted on July 1.

The city of Lafayette is
charged with finding 2,114
units as part of Association of
Bay Area Governments’ Re-
gional Housing Needs Alloca-
tion and provide the required
“buffer units” to account for
development projects that fail
to meet the allocation num-
bers, which would total ap-
proximately 3,400 residential
units. Development of the
BART-owned parking lots
would add 825 new dwelling
units in the downtown core.

After a brief introduction
by Planning and Building Di-
rector Greg Wolff, Consulting
Planner Jean Eisberg led the
council through an explanation
of AB 2923, which, as it applies
to Lafayette, involves upzoning
the city’s BART-owned parking
lots to allow development
housing projects with a mini-
mum residential density of 75
units/acre and height of up to
five stories. At 11 acres, the
property has been given the
lowest density under BART’s
“Neighborhood/Town Center”
classification that includes in
addition to its density and
height standards, one parking
space per unit.

There are two maximum-
case growth scenarios being
reviewed as part of the Hous-
ing Element Environmental
Impact Report: a Distributed
Scenario and a Downtown
Only Scenario.

... continued on Page A3

Draft EIR for Housing Element discussed at special joint meeting

joined Feb. 28 by city staff and
members of the Planning
Commission and the General
Plan Advisory Committee to

By Lou Fancher

The Lafayette City Council was

35 years of experience in architectural design

www kaplanarchitects.com
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25 Southwood Dr, Orinda
SOPHISTICATED SPANISH COLONIAL

BUILT IN 2014 BY BRANAGH, UNSURPASSED CRAFTSMANSHIP
A TRUE GEM, PERCHED JUST ABOVE TOWN WITH VIEWS
EXQUISITE DETAILS & QUALITY, THOUGHTFULLY CHOSEN FINISHES
4 Bedrooms + Office 4.5 Baths 4011 Sq Ft* .30 Acre*
Family Room with Full Bar/Kitchenette + Gym

Sun drenched, Southern exposure, terrace courtyard, fold away
glass doors, it’s the perfect home for today’s California living.
A true entertainer!

Ashley Battersby

Linda Ehrich
(925) 323-9955
DRE# 01407784 & 01330298
ashley@ashleybattersby.com
@ashleybattersbyhome
www.ashleybattersby.com

review the draft Environmen-
tal Impact Report for the city’s
sixth cycle Housing Element
Update.

To meet the RHNA alloca-
tion of 2,114 units and provide
the required “buffer units” to
account for development pro-
jects that fail to meet the allo-
cation numbers, Lafayette
must plan for a total of ap-
proximately 3,400 residential
units. Scenarios were exam-

ined at more than one location
with the Draft EIR addressing
distributed sites beyond the
downtown core and a second
scenario with downtown-only
housing. By analyzing and
sharing the preliminary envi-
ronmental impacts, along with
mitigating actions that can be
made, Luke Evans, Lafayette’s
CEQA consultant and project
manager hired to develop the
housing element draft, said

decision-makers and the pub-
lic can better understand and
provide comments while the
final draft is being completed.
Evans presented an

overview of the project and
project alternatives, and iden-
tified four potentially signifi-
cant issues likely to experience
significant, adverse effects.
The short list began with aes-
thetics.
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