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Town approves funding for its
businesses still struggling from
COVID setbacks

By Vera Kochan

The federal government ini-
tiated a $1.9 trillion stimulus
bill in March 2021, called
the American Rescue Plan
Act (ARPA). From that
amount, a $130 billion re-
covery fund was created to
provide local governments
with help in surviving the
economic hardships suf-
fered during COVID man-
dates. Moraga’s allocation of
these funds is $4,254,072.
The first installment of
$2,127,036 was received in
July 2021; the second
$2,127,036 installment will
arrive in July 2022.

The town’s Fiscal Year
2021-22 Adopted Budget in-
cludes the initial ARPA rev-
enue and $1.45 million in
expenditures such as rev-
enue loss, investment in
storm drain system and
broadband infrastructure,
and costs toward an outdoor
seating area to allow for
public attendance during
meetings held in the Council
Chamber during the
pandemic.

According to the March
23 staff report by Town
Manager Cynthia Batten-
berg, the United States De-
partment of Treasury issued
a Final Rule in January 2022,
addressing “many of the
concerns communities
raised with the Interim Fi-
nal Rule, and increased the
flexibility for local govern-
ments while simplifying the
program. More specifically,
the Final Rule offers a stan-
dard allowance for revenue
loss of up to $10 million, en-
abling the Town of Moraga
to select to use the full
award for government ser-
vices (defined as services
traditionally provided by
the recipient government
agency) with streamlined re-
porting requirements.”

During the town coun-
cil’s Feb. 23 meeting a reso-
lution was adopted designat-
ing the entire $4.2 million
ARPA allocation as Replace-
ment for Lost Public Sector
Revenue. At that time, the
Moraga Chamber of Com-
merce requested that the
town offer financial assis-
tance and a relief program
for still struggling small
businesses. Council re-
quested that the Chamber
meet with the town staff to
adopt a formula whereby
any funds could be put to
best use.

Share your thoughts,

etc.). Without funding from
the town the Chamber will
not activate the faire this
summer. The council re-
quested that the Chamber
seek sponsorship from
larger corporations to help
offset costs.

Even though the Art
Walk is a new concept for
the Chamber, the basic pre-
cept entails a walking tour
of art located strategically
throughout Moraga’s shop-
ping centers, thus helping to
create more foot traffic. The
town opted out of sponsor-
ship by giving the $2,000 di-
rectly to the Chamber for
use toward the Art Walk.

.. continued on Page A9
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Moraga Community Faire before the pandemic in 2019

Executive Director Katie
Bidstrup made a presenta-
tion on behalf of the Cham-
ber during the March 23

council meeting, which con-
centrated on four elements
that could help guide small
businesses toward a revival.
To start things off, an overall
request was made for the
council to set aside $250,000
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of the ARPA funds in sup-
port of Moraga’s retail
owners.

The first element was to

¢ Facelift
Facial Implants

Cosmetic Surgery Laser & Non-Surgical Services
* BOTOX® Cosmetic and Dysport®
* Cosmetic Removal of Moles & Skin Tags

Before

provide $30,000 for Business
Rescue Funding. This would
provide grants of up to
$5,000 each for businesses
struggling to pay back due
rent or utilities. The second
element was a request for
$17,000 to fund two commu-
nity events: the annual Com-
munity Faire, and a new
event called Art Walk. The
third element was the $5,000
funding of a Moraga Cham-
ber Gift Card Program; and
the fourth element would be
a $10,000 funding to help
the chamber get back on its
feet.

Several business owners
spoke during the public
comment portion of the
meeting, which was held in-
person at the Council Cham-
bers, to discuss the adverse
effects that the pandemic
had on them and requested
that the town council be
generous with the ARPA
distributions.

Following staff’s recom-
mendation, the council
voted to increase the
$30,000 Business Rescue
Funding to $150,000 with
the opportunity to provide
more should the need arise,
if the Chamber can present
the necessary reasons why
during a future meeting.
This increase in funding
means that each small busi-
ness, whether brick and
mortar or home-based, is
entitled to a maximum of
$5,000 each to pay for quali-
fying costs incurred on or
after March 3, 2021.

The town agreed to fund
$17,000 toward the two
events ($15,000 for the Com-
munity Faire and $2,000 for
an Art Walk). The Commu-
nity Faire was created in
mid-2000 and co-sponsored
by the Chamber and various
other entities to help busi-
nesses showcase their offer-
ings to faire-goers, besides
bringing the community to-
gether for a day of fun (pony
rides, food, classic cars, ad-
ditional attractions for kids,
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Dr. Matthew Tamplen, who grew up in Lafayette
and is a well-known Facial Plastic Surgeon

with Kaiser Permanente, just opened a private
practice in Downtown Orinda to better serve
Lamorinda patients.

Matthew Tamplen, MD

Orinda Office:

77 Moraga way Suite G, Orinda
925-444-0824
TamplenPlasticSurgery.com

TAMPLEN
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Double Board-Certified Facial Plastic
and Reconstructive Surgeon.

COMING SOON

GATED ESTATE HOME WITH DETACHED COTTAGE

4067 Los Arabis Drive, Lafayette
Offered at $3,995,000

Gated Upper Happy Valley Estate
home on desirable Los Arabis Drive
now available for preview showings.
Classic 5 bedroom home on a .65 acre
level lot with detached cottage ideal
for in-law, office, or studio. Updated
features include fabulous kitchen,
roof solar with Tesla batteries, no-
maintenance turf lawn and pool.

JIM COLHOUN
REALTOR®
925.200.2795

jim@jimcolhoun.com
DRE# 01029160

& Zillow

Over 100 5-Star Zillow Client Reviews,
The Most in Lamorinda!

DUDUM
Call Jim Colhoun or your agent now REAL ESTATE GROUP
to schedule your private showing
April 2 - April 9. Call Jim — He Knows What To Do




