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A sunny Saturday greeted this year’s Spring Festival and Egg Hunt

By Vera Kochan

After two years of hiding in his COVID-free hutch, the
Easter Bunny was back at the Moraga Commons Park
on March 26 spreading love and multi-colored, plastic
eggs on the lawn in front of the band shell for kids to
find.

The Moraga Junior Women’s Club presented this
year’s 39th Annual Spring Festival, last held in 2019,
to a larger than average crowd. Online, the $15 tickets
were sold to 280 participants, while an estimated ad-
ditional 150 tickets were sold on site.
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Besides the main event (the egg hunt) there were
games, face painting, bounce houses, crafts, food/bev-
erages, a photo op with the Easter Bunny, a Moraga
Police Department car and a Moraga-Orinda Fire Dis-
trict engine.

The egg hunt was broken into three groups: ages
0-2; ages 3-4; and ages 5-8. Before each group’s turn,
hunters were instructed to keep a look out for an egg
with markings on the outside, because a special prize
of a large Easter basket filled with candy and other
goodies would go to the finder.

The event was BYOB (Bring Your Own Basket),

and the “baskets” ran the gamut between the tradi-
tional to purses and even paper bags — whatever did
the job. Roee (2-%2) from Lafayette, managed to gather
15 eggs into his basket, although Mom and Dad admit-
ted to helping him until he understood the concept.
Roee discovered that the eggs held various stickers,
tattoos, hand stamps and tiny toys.

Friends Andrew and Cooper both (4-'2) had vary-
ing game plans with regards to how many eggs they
would find. A rather conservative figure of “50” was
discussed before a loftier goal of “all of them” was de-
cided upon. ... continued on Page A10
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Tri-City Council meeting focuses on transportation issues

By Sora O’Doherty

As the cities of Lafayette and Orinda and the town of
Moraga grapple with trying to provide for hugely in-
creased regional housing needs assessments, repre-
sentatives heard from the Contra Costa Transporta-
tion Authority (CCTA) that lack of roadway capacity
will no longer be a viable reason to disapprove resi-
dential growth projects foreseen in a housing
element.

City council members from Lafayette and town
council members from Moraga joined Orinda city
council members for the annual tri-city meeting
held on Zoom March 21. CCTA Director John Hoang
gave a presentation about upcoming planning for
countywide transportation, including the use of
funds from the county’s half-cent transportation
sales tax passed in 2004. Measure J. David Early, of
consultant Placeworks, joined in the presentation.

The Measure ] growth management program

seeks to manage the impact of land use decisions on
the transportation system; 18% of the income from
the tax is returned to the cities, but requires compli-
ance though a checklist. This is relevant because
questions arose during the meeting about whether
or not cities might be penalized for noncompliance
if some roads in Lamorinda are classified as routes
of regional significance.

The program seeks to focus new development
away from green fields, preserving valuable agricul-
tural lands and reducing the need for new infra-
structure. The plan applies goals, objectives and
performance measures to major arterials, transit
lines and trails. New developments must mitigate
negative impacts to Multimodal Transportation Ser-
vice Objectives (MTSOs). Neighboring jurisdictions
are required to work together when planning for
growth and to protect communities downstream
from development.

According to CCTA, the successes of the action
plan for Lamorinda include the fourth bore of the

Caldecott tunnel, Moraga Way multimodal improve-
ments, transportation for Livable Communities pro-
ject grants, livable Moraga Way and Canyon Road
Bridge improvements. CCTA is currently in the
process of updated its action plans and is seeking
big, bold ideas to enhance Contra Costa’s transporta-
tion network. The agency is seeking public input
through a series of public meetings.

The County Action Plan is intended to address
transportation issues of today, to establish quantita-
tive service objectives, identify regional routes, pro-
vide growth management program compliance met-
rics and to expand MTSOs to become Regional
Transportation Objectives for roadways, transit,
bike/pedestrian, technology, safety, climate change
and equity. Transportation plans are closely tied to
local growth and housing, as well as to local safety
elements.

Lafayette Council Member Susan Candall asked
about the public meetings CCTA is holding.

... continued on Page A6
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Council considers return to in-person meetings

By Lou Fancher

Since the beginning of the
pandemic, the Lafayette City
Council has been meeting on-
line according to Assembly
Bill 361 guidelines, which
temporarily allows local gov-
erning agencies to continue
virtual meetings and to tele-
conference from remote loca-
tions when physical access
and quorum requirements of
in-person meetings would
present imminent risks to the
health or safety of attendees.
At its March 14 council
meeting Lafayette Communi-
cations Analyst Suzanne larla
updated council about cur-
rent and upcoming Contra
Costa County Health guide-
lines, the expiration of Cali-
fornia Gov. Gavin Newsom's
Executive Order N-29-20 that
waived provisions of the
Brown Act to allow local and
state legislative bodies to hold
meetings via teleconference
without the teleconferencing
locations being open and ac-
cessible to the public during
the meeting, and AB 361,
which is poised to sunset on

Jan. 1, 2024.

When AB 361 expires, un-
less other laws still in pro-
posal stage are enacted, local
governing bodies will revert
to the original guidelines.
With the county continuing to
recommend teleconferencing
meetings online, the council
after hearing the recommen-
dations from staff, unani-
mously chose to follow county
health guidelines and AB 361
protocols and to continue on-
line meetings while beginning
to prepare for the return to
in-person and hybrid meet-
ings when it is safe.

Iarla asked council to
consider if some governing
entities remain online, what
the means by which the con-
tent of those meetings would
be communicated to the pub-
lic; whether face mask and so-
cial distancing mandates be
continued in an in-person set-
ting; if proof of vaccination
would be required and if a
voluntary contact list is a vio-
lation of privacy or a desired
tool for contact tracing; and
whether in-person meetings
should include teleconferenc-
ing to the public as a courtesy

hybrid component.

According to Iarla, hybrid
meetings allow real-time in-
teractions and greater ease of
access to participants includ-
ing the council, consultants,
experts speaking on a topic
and the public, however the
hybrid meetings require
more staff hours for set up,
operation and maintenance
of the teleconferencing and
livestream components. For
meetings in the Don Tatzin
Community Hall at the library
— City Council, Planning Com-
mission, Design Review Com-
mission, and Transportation
and Circulation Commission —
the added staff time pencils
out. For smaller commission
and committee meetings, the
efficacy of the extra costs are
questionable and worthy of
evaluation.

With $25,000 of funding
for new hardware that was
required for hybrid meetings
in Tatzin Hall already secured
(as of March) and staff under-
going training, additional
cameras will improve the
room’s capabilities and no ex-
tra funds are sought for this
phase of the project. Solutions

for hybrid meetings to be held
at other spaces such as the
Arts & Science Discovery Cen-
ter and the Community Cen-
ter outlined in the staff report
continue to be explored by
staff, and updates will be
brought to the council.

During the discussion
that included questions from
the public about what factors
will signal a return to rules
governed by the Brown Act,
and if the city will set its own
safety protocols once the
county guidelines expire,
council favored continuing to
follow AB 361. Acknowledg-
ing that operational issues
due to possible power outages
have potential to disrupt tele-
conferenced, livestream
Zoom meetings, that remote
downside was not enough to
detract from the benefits of
online meetings.

Council Member Wei-Tai
Kwok said that since his elec-
tion to the council, he’d only
experienced remote meetings
and asked, “What are we
missing by being only online?
Is there a key thing we’re
missing that would mean
we’d want to be back in-

person in a hurry?” Kwok
said meeting online is “good
for democracy” in terms of
people being able to interact
more often, more effectively,
and with greater ease due to
increased accessibility.

Vice Mayor Carl Anduri
agreed, emphasizing the gain
in public health safety, but
said, “The one tangible (1oss)
is the feeling of the commu-
nity gathering to discuss is-
sues and a major difference is
the outburst of support — or
boos - for speakers (that is)
common at meetings in-
person and doesn’t happen
online.”

Ending the discussion, the
council chose to continue
with all-online meetings and
follow county health guide-
lines until AB 361 expires.
The staff was directed to keep
careful watch of other com-
munities and what they are
learning when returning to
in-person meetings. Mean-
while, staff will also plan and
prepare as previously ap-
proved for hybrid options for
certain meetings to continue
after the pandemic becomes
endemic.

Lafayette’s Amerlcan Rescue Plan Act fund distribution discussed

By Lou Fancher

An update and recommenda-
tions made by city staff and
presented at the March 14 city
council meeting by Economic
Development Manager
Thomas Myers focused on the
distribution of the first
tranche of Lafayette’s Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Act funds.
Having previously approved
the use of $2,590,555 of ARPA
funds for Lafayette projects
and programs, the report from

ARPA Subcommittee Members
Meyers, Vice Mayor Carl An-
duri, and Council Member
Gina Dawson included expla-
nation of five allocations in-
volving expenditures through
the end of the city’s current fis-
cal year on June 30.

A ruling issued by Trea-
sury that goes into effect April
1 will allow Lafayette and
other cites reporting less than
$10 million in revenue loss to
spend ARPA funds on eco-
nomic recovery measures but
also to apply the funds to gen-

eral government services. The
subcommittee’s first recom-
mendation was to take advan-
tage of the increased flexibility
and discretionary use of
ARPA’s funds and on April 1 to
immediately transfer $500,000
from the unallocated ARPA
funds to the General Fund. The
action would “backfill” rev-
enue expenditures made by
the city for the Park Theater
appropriation.

.. continued on Page A9

Use of on-street parking, private parking lots, and sidewalks for outdoor dining and retail
sales will be extended through March 31, 2023.
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655 Glenside Drive, Lafayette
3 Bed | 2 Bath | 2,921 Sq. Ft. | 2 Acres | Offered at $2,995,000

Enchanting 1947 custom, old world ranch-style home rarely found in the East Bay. Situated on a
stunning 2 acre parcel, this solidly built stately home boasts native California adobe architecture
with woodworking details that could only be handcrafted by a master builder. Explore this 2
acre paradise and discover, fruit trees, rose and vegetable gardens, plum orchard, towering
redwoods, heritage oaks, meandering paths and more. Scan the below code to go to property
website or www.655Glenside.com.

Call Kurt Piper for a private showing.

Kurt Piper l’&
Realtor® | Broker Associate \P/:Z:e?:;
925 81

5 818 8000 [=] [=] Kurt Piper Group
Kurt@KurtPiperGroup.com i"'"r. T
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BATTERSBY.

25 Southwood Dr, Orinda
SOPHISTICATED SPANISH COLONIAL

BUILT IN 2014 BY BRANAGH, UNSURPASSED CRAFTSMANSHIP
A TRUE GEM, PERCHED JUST ABOVE TOWN WITH VIEWS
EXQUISITE DETAILS & QUALITY, THOUGHTFULLY CHOSEN FINISHES
4 Bedrooms + Office 4.5 Baths 4011 Sq Ft* .30 Acre*
Family Room with Full Bar/Kitchenette + Gym

Sun drenched, Southern exposure, terrace courtyard, fold away
glass doors, it’s the perfect home for today’s California living.
A true entertainer!

Ashley Battersby

Linda Ehrich
(925) 323-9955
DRE# 01407784 & 01330298
ashley@ashleybattersby.com
@ashleybattersbyhome
www.ashleybattersby.com

*per public records ARERCIATER
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Lafayette School District
names new superintendent

Dr. Brent Stephens Photo provided

Submitted by
Dawn Lynn Lanier

The Lafayette School District
Governing Board has ap-
pointed Dr. Brent Stephens as
its next superintendent, effec-
tive July 1. For the past three
years, Stephens has been the
superintendent of Berkeley
Unified School District, suc-
cessfully leading that district
through the COVID-19 pan-
demic with a focus on equity
and access, and prior to that,
serving as the chief academic
officer for San Francisco Uni-
fied School District, where he
oversaw curriculum, coach-
ing, and professional
development.

The process of selecting
the next superintendent for
Lafayette was a community ef-
fort, and the Governing Board
is grateful to everyone who
shared ideas, opinions, and
priorities for the district and
its leadership during the
search process. “The appoint-
ment process underscored
that Lafayette is unquestion-
ably a destination district, as it
produced many worthy appli-
cants,” Board President Rob
Sturm said. “One candidate,
however, clearly stood out in
all respects - we have great
confidence that Dr. Stephens
will be a tremendous addition,
continuing our district’s long-
standing tradition of inspiring
superintendent leadership.”

Stephens began his teach-
ing career as a Spanish bilin-
gual teacher in Oakland, and

later in Boston, supporting im-
migrant students and their
families. While working as a
teacher in Boston, Stephens
achieved National Board certi-
fication, the country’s highest
professional distinction.
Stephens’ experience as a
school principal in both ele-
mentary and middle school
settings has helped build on
his knowledge of standards-
based teaching, scaffolding
and differentiation, and the
positive role that students’
own backgrounds and cul-
tures should play in class-
rooms. During his tenure as
the Chief Academic Officer in
San Francisco, Stephens led
the creation and implementa-
tion of innovative curriculum
in all subject areas, and
worked closely on Special Ed-
ucation issues, including more
equitable redistribution of
Special Day Classes around
the district and research-
based approaches to reading
instruction.

Most recently, as superin-
tendent of the Berkeley Uni-
fied School District, Stephens
spearheaded Investments in
educational equity, including
early literacy, special educa-
tion, and mental health sup-
ports, as well as partnerships
and programs to support the
district’s African American,
LatinX, and AAPI students and
families.

“I'm excited to join the
Lafayette community,” said
Stephens, “and begin to get to
know the students, families,
and staff who make the
Lafayette School District such
a well-regarded district.”

Stephens holds a doctor-
ate from Harvard University
and his work on school re-
form has been published by
Harvard Education Press.
When he is not working, he
loves to spend time with fam-
ily, hike the East Bay hills, and
make art and music.

Superintendent Richard
Whitmore looks forward to
working with Stephens to en-
sure a smooth transition.

READY FOR AN EVENING OUT?

The Lamorinda Movers will be having our GRAND REOPENING.
After 2 long years, the Welcome Back Dinner celebration we've
been talking about is finally a reality. It will be a fun-filled evening
complete with a delicious BBQ dinner from the popular Back Forty
Texas BBQ restaurant, upbeat music from fan-favorites Johnny Z
and the Camaros, and the opportunity to dance the evening away
and reacquaint yourselves with old friends.

You definitely won’t want to miss this! Mark your calendar. Invite a
friend or two.

Plan on a wonderful, long-overdue celebration.
The last day to sign up is THIS Friday, April 1st.

Location: Serbian Church

1700 School Street, Moraga
Date: April 11th, 2022
Social Hour: 5:00PM
Dinner Time: 6:00PM
Entertainment: Johnny Z and the Camaros
Cost: $30 per person collected at the door

To sign up go to our website; lamorindamovers.org and click on
“Reservations”. Please be mindful that if you sign up and don’t
show up, we still have to pay for your dinner.

Feel free to contact me personally
Keith Katzman | Lamorinda Movers President
Q25.376.7777

Public comment period on Draft EIR for
Lafayette’s proposed Housing Element

extended to April 18

The Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the city of
Lafayette’s sixth cycle (2023-2031) Housing Element is available
for public review on the city’s website
at www.lovelafayette.org/ceqa and on the California Office of
Planning and Research (OPR) website
at https://ceqanet.opr.ca.gov/2021080038/2. The public comment
period for the Draft EIR has been extended and will run
through April 18. Those interested in commenting on the Draft
EIR may submit written comments
to GeneralPlan@LoveLafayette.org through April 18 and/or
attend the public hearing on the Draft EIR at the Planning
Commission on Monday, April 4 to provide verbal comments.
This meeting will be held online via Zoom teleconference. The
link for the meeting will be available in advance on the city of
Lafayette Calendar located on its website at lovelafayette.org.
Members of the public are encouraged to review the Draft
EIR, which is intended to inform both decision-makers and the
general public of potentially significant effects and ways to
mitigate the environmental consequences that may result from
implementation of the proposed updated Housing Element.
For more information on CEQA and the two scenarios
studied for the EIR, visit https://www.planlafayette.org/he-ceqa
Anyone who wishes to stay informed about the General Plan
Update process can sign up for Lafayette’s publications and
e-notifications to receive meeting notices via email by
visiting www.LoveLafayette.org/city-hall/e-notification and

selecting “General Plan Update.”

Lafayette
Public
Meetings

LAEFAYETTE
City Council
Regular Meeting
Monday, April 11, 7 p.m.
Teleconference via City of Lafayette's

You Tube Channel:
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Planning Commission
Meeting

Monday, April 4, 7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Design Review

Wednesday, April 13, 7 p.m. Zoom
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube
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3258 Surmont Drive, Lafayette
5 Bed | 3.5 Bath | 3,443 Square Feet | .82 Acre

This stunningly crafted rebuilt home is nothing
% short of superb. Thoughtfully designed with
high-end finishes and fine attention to detail,
the interior enjoys an open and fluid floor plan
that accommodates comfortable daily living
as well as entertaining. With walls of windows
and a 1,632 *square foot deck off main
living areaq, this spectacular home embraces
unparalleled vistas from the Carquinez Straits
to Mt. Diablo.

3

Offered at $2,895,000 | 3258SurmontDrive.com

Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives . .
925.285.8336

brydonivesteam.com

DRE 01408025 | 01367466

BRYDON &IVES

FEAL EETATE TREA MW
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TERRI BATES WALKER

Top 1%
of Contra Costa
County Agents in 2021*

SELLING HOMES BY PUTTING PEOPLE FIRST

C. 510.282.4420
TerriBatesWalker@gmail.com | TerriBatesWalker.com
CalRE #01330081

] COLDWELL BANKER REALTY

Town Council: Wednesday, April 13, 7 p.m.
Planning Commission: Tuesday, April 5, 7 p.m.,
Park and Recreation Commission:

Monday, April 18, 7 p.m.,

Moraga School District Board Meetings :
Tuesday, April 12, 6 p.m. www.moraga.k12.ca.us.

2022 Moraga Citizen(s)
of the Year
Nominations Requested

Do you have a person or couple in mind
for the Town of Moraga to honor as 2022
Citizen(s) of the Year?

Selection criteria are as follows:

* Cannot be a current elected member or paid staff of
the Town Council, the Town or any other local public
agency (e.g., School District or Fire District);

*Must have a Moraga mailing address;

*Nominees should be persons who:

(1) have given their time, talent and treasure to help
make Moraga a vibrant community, one where
people want to live, work and shop; and

(2) bring the community together and make us proud

to be residents of Moraga.

Please email your nomination to
nominations@lamorindaweekly.com or mail it to
Moraga Citizen of the Year Nominations, Lamorinda
Weekly, 1480 Moraga Road Suite C # 202, Moraga CA
94556.

The deadline for receipt of nominations is
Wednesday, April 6.

A celebration dinner will be held on Friday, May 6 in
the Soda Center at Saint Mary’s College to honor the
winner. The 2022 Moraga Citizen of the Year Award is
co-sponsored by the Moraga Chamber of Commerce,
Saint Mary’s College, the Lamorinda Weekly and the
Kiwanis Club of Moraga Valley.

www.kaplanarchitects.com
(510) 361-0223

Moraga Commons Park to receive

updated irrigation system

Photo provided

Moraga Commons Park to undergo major irrigation project

By Vera Kochan

Another dry winter has cre-
ated a lot of yellowing lawns
within Moraga, and trying to
keep Commons Park from suf-
fering the same fate could be
a challenge for the town.

In June 2021, council
members approved the Com-
mons Park Irrigation Project
within the Capital Improve-
ments Program Adopted Bud-
get for Fiscal Year 2021-22.
According to a March 23 staff
report by Parks and Recre-
ation Director Breyana
Brandt, Public Works Direc-
tor/Town Engineer Shawn
Knapp, and Senior Civil Engi-
neer Bret Swain the project’s
scope will include “redesign-
ing and installing an im-
proved irrigation system with
modern controls to increase
efficiency, conserve water,

and decrease maintenance
and utility costs. The project
was prioritized due to the in-
creasing number of breaks in
the existing system and the
escalating utility costs associ-
ated with the breaks.” The ap-
proved project was budgeted
for $215,000.

The town hired Gates +
Associates, a Walnut Creek-
based landscape architecture
firm that specializes in urban
design and master planning,
to provide plans, construction
documents, construction cost
estimates, and construction
landscape architectural sup-
port in preparation for the ir-
rigation project. Gates’ sug-
gestions included the replace-
ment and relocation of sprin-
kler heads to maximize irriga-
tion distribution efficiency;
the replacement of old and
leaking irrigation lateral
pipelines; the removal of a

cross-connection between the
irrigation system and potable
water system; and the exten-
sion of stub-out (greywater
collection plumbing which
dead ends at a cap) for future
expansion. Additional sugges-
tions included the possibility
of installing a weather sta-
tion, including cables and
conduits, to improve evapo-
transpiration (a smart con-
troller device that accounts
for rainfall based irrigation
control).

With a game plan from
Gates, the town attracted four
viable bids and awarded the
contract to Bruno Landscape
Management & Construction,
Inc. (Atascadero, Calif.) whose
base bid was $172,238 with
an additional $3,795 for the
weather station installation.
Bruno has recently completed
projects for the county of
Santa Barbara, the city of
Mountain View, and the San
Luis Obispo Animal Shelter.

The total construction
cost comes to $176,032 with
an added contingency of 10%
($17,603) equaling approxi-
mately $193,636. The Com-
mons Park Irrigation Project
will see funding of $150,000
from the FY 2021-22 CIP
Adopted Budget. The balance
of $43,636 will come from
Fund 750 -- Asset Replace-
ment (Municipal Painting sav-
ings $27,800; Commons Park
Swings savings $8,000; and
Recreation Donation $7,836).

Construction on the pro-
ject is expected to begin in
April and completed by
Memorial Day Weekend.

Rheem Theatre hopes a COVID-free
summer will boost attendance

By Vera Kochan

So many venues where large
crowds are expected to sit
within inches of each other
have suffered through nearly
two years of closures or lim-
ited seating in order to pro-
vide a safe, COVID-free envi-
ronment to patrons. The
Rheem Theatre (built in 1957)

ROCKRIDGE FURNITURE & DESIGN

rockridgefumi’rure.com

510-62-753 3048 CLAREMONT AVENUE BERKELEY

Photo Vera Kochan

Moraga Council Member Teresa Onoda buys a movie ticket.

is one such local example.

The Rheem’s Assistant
Manager Tiffanie Cone
proudly touted the fact that
once the recently remodeled
theatre was able to open its
doors to audiences again, first-
run blockbuster movies were
and continue to be offered.
“We were really busy during
Christmas break, but then it
dropped off,” she said, noting
that weekends are starting to
see an improvement in
attendance.

“I'love going to the movies
with my friends,” said recent
patron, Moraga Council Mem-
ber Teresa Onoda. “It's won-
derful to have a first class the-
atre just minutes away.”

With spring break and
summer on the horizon, the
theatre will extend its sched-
ule to seven days a week. Dur-
ing the off-season the Rheem

is only open on Fridays, Satur-
days and Sundays.

“We always do a lot of
business when a Marvel
movie is playing, usually with
a two-thirds capacity,” stated
Cone. “With ‘Spiderman’ we
stayed busy the entire time we
had it. During those kinds of
movies the audience is mostly
teenagers.”

The Rheem also offers a
Cinema West Rewards Club
Card where patrons can earn
points toward free concession
stand items or a free movie
ticket.

Cone expects that the
coming summer months will
help to bring patrons back to
the movies, both as a place to
get away for a few hours and
to beat the heat. She hopes
that people will remember
how much fun it is to go to the
movies.
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Town approves funding for its
businesses still struggling from
COVID setbacks

By Vera Kochan

The federal government ini-
tiated a $1.9 trillion stimulus
bill in March 2021, called
the American Rescue Plan
Act (ARPA). From that
amount, a $130 billion re-
covery fund was created to
provide local governments
with help in surviving the
economic hardships suf-
fered during COVID man-
dates. Moraga’s allocation of
these funds is $4,254,072.
The first installment of
$2,127,036 was received in
July 2021; the second
$2,127,036 installment will
arrive in July 2022.

The town’s Fiscal Year
2021-22 Adopted Budget in-
cludes the initial ARPA rev-
enue and $1.45 million in
expenditures such as rev-
enue loss, investment in
storm drain system and
broadband infrastructure,
and costs toward an outdoor
seating area to allow for
public attendance during
meetings held in the Council
Chamber during the
pandemic.

According to the March
23 staff report by Town
Manager Cynthia Batten-
berg, the United States De-
partment of Treasury issued
a Final Rule in January 2022,
addressing “many of the
concerns communities
raised with the Interim Fi-
nal Rule, and increased the
flexibility for local govern-
ments while simplifying the
program. More specifically,
the Final Rule offers a stan-
dard allowance for revenue
loss of up to $10 million, en-
abling the Town of Moraga
to select to use the full
award for government ser-
vices (defined as services
traditionally provided by
the recipient government
agency) with streamlined re-
porting requirements.”

During the town coun-
cil’s Feb. 23 meeting a reso-
lution was adopted designat-
ing the entire $4.2 million
ARPA allocation as Replace-
ment for Lost Public Sector
Revenue. At that time, the
Moraga Chamber of Com-
merce requested that the
town offer financial assis-
tance and a relief program
for still struggling small
businesses. Council re-
quested that the Chamber
meet with the town staff to
adopt a formula whereby
any funds could be put to
best use.

Share your thoughts,

etc.). Without funding from
the town the Chamber will
not activate the faire this
summer. The council re-
quested that the Chamber
seek sponsorship from
larger corporations to help
offset costs.

Even though the Art
Walk is a new concept for
the Chamber, the basic pre-
cept entails a walking tour
of art located strategically
throughout Moraga’s shop-
ping centers, thus helping to
create more foot traffic. The
town opted out of sponsor-
ship by giving the $2,000 di-
rectly to the Chamber for
use toward the Art Walk.

.. continued on Page A9
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Moraga Community Faire before the pandemic in 2019

Executive Director Katie
Bidstrup made a presenta-
tion on behalf of the Cham-
ber during the March 23

council meeting, which con-
centrated on four elements
that could help guide small
businesses toward a revival.
To start things off, an overall
request was made for the
council to set aside $250,000
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of the ARPA funds in sup-
port of Moraga’s retail
owners.

The first element was to

¢ Facelift
Facial Implants

Cosmetic Surgery Laser & Non-Surgical Services
* BOTOX® Cosmetic and Dysport®
* Cosmetic Removal of Moles & Skin Tags

Before

provide $30,000 for Business
Rescue Funding. This would
provide grants of up to
$5,000 each for businesses
struggling to pay back due
rent or utilities. The second
element was a request for
$17,000 to fund two commu-
nity events: the annual Com-
munity Faire, and a new
event called Art Walk. The
third element was the $5,000
funding of a Moraga Cham-
ber Gift Card Program; and
the fourth element would be
a $10,000 funding to help
the chamber get back on its
feet.

Several business owners
spoke during the public
comment portion of the
meeting, which was held in-
person at the Council Cham-
bers, to discuss the adverse
effects that the pandemic
had on them and requested
that the town council be
generous with the ARPA
distributions.

Following staff’s recom-
mendation, the council
voted to increase the
$30,000 Business Rescue
Funding to $150,000 with
the opportunity to provide
more should the need arise,
if the Chamber can present
the necessary reasons why
during a future meeting.
This increase in funding
means that each small busi-
ness, whether brick and
mortar or home-based, is
entitled to a maximum of
$5,000 each to pay for quali-
fying costs incurred on or
after March 3, 2021.

The town agreed to fund
$17,000 toward the two
events ($15,000 for the Com-
munity Faire and $2,000 for
an Art Walk). The Commu-
nity Faire was created in
mid-2000 and co-sponsored
by the Chamber and various
other entities to help busi-
nesses showcase their offer-
ings to faire-goers, besides
bringing the community to-
gether for a day of fun (pony
rides, food, classic cars, ad-
ditional attractions for kids,
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Dr. Matthew Tamplen, who grew up in Lafayette
and is a well-known Facial Plastic Surgeon

with Kaiser Permanente, just opened a private
practice in Downtown Orinda to better serve
Lamorinda patients.

Matthew Tamplen, MD

Orinda Office:

77 Moraga way Suite G, Orinda
925-444-0824
TamplenPlasticSurgery.com
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Double Board-Certified Facial Plastic
and Reconstructive Surgeon.

COMING SOON

GATED ESTATE HOME WITH DETACHED COTTAGE

4067 Los Arabis Drive, Lafayette
Offered at $3,995,000

Gated Upper Happy Valley Estate
home on desirable Los Arabis Drive
now available for preview showings.
Classic 5 bedroom home on a .65 acre
level lot with detached cottage ideal
for in-law, office, or studio. Updated
features include fabulous kitchen,
roof solar with Tesla batteries, no-
maintenance turf lawn and pool.
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REALTOR®
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jim@jimcolhoun.com
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Over 100 5-Star Zillow Client Reviews,
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DUDUM
Call Jim Colhoun or your agent now REAL ESTATE GROUP
to schedule your private showing
April 2 - April 9. Call Jim — He Knows What To Do




See public meetings schedule on
this pages and check online for
agendas, meeting notes and
announcements

City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org

Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org

The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org
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City Council

Regular Meeting:
Tuesday, April 5, 7 p.m.
By Teleconference Only
Planning Commission
Tuesday, April 5, 7 p.m.
By Teleconference Only
Traffic Safety Advisory
Committee Regular Meeting
Monday, April 18, 7 p.m.
By Teleconference Only
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Contact me any time
for a market update.

Make the

Right Move.

Dana Reedy

JD | Broker Associate
415.205.8050
dana@danareedyhomes.com
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Coming Soon!

2841 Royal Ann Lane

3Bed 2.5Bath 1364 Sq Ft
Call for Price

Coming Soon!

1523 Wicklow Court

5Bed 3.5Bath 2,610 Sq Ft
Call for Price

Orinda looks to other counties for emergency

preparedness Inspiration

By Sora O’Doherty

How is Orinda doing on clear-
ing roadside vegetation? How
should homeowners be en-
couraged to comply with the
new fire code? Which is bet-
ter, the carrot or the stick? Do
other counties have the an-
swers? These were some of
the questions considered by
the Orinda City Council and
the Moraga-Orinda Fire Dis-
trict at a joint meeting on
March 16. MOFD Chief Dave
Winnacker reviewed the re-
quirements of the new fire
code. He stressed that MOFD
seeks voluntary compliance,
and that priority is given to
evacuation routes.

City Manager David Biggs
noted that the city has the
ability to enforce rules for
traffic purposes, but not for
fire purposes. He added that
he has spoken with Assembly
Member Rebecca Bauer-
Kahan and Sen. Steve Glazier
to see if there could be a leg-
islative fix that would allow
the city to have a greater role
in enforcing the fire code.

Council Member Darlene
Gee asked if there are areas or
places where clearance of veg-
etation is considered a prob-
lem, to which Winnacker re-

sponded that Orinda is very
far from having taken care of
the vegetation problem. “Very
few neighborhoods have
achieved clearance,” he
stated. Biggs did add that the
city has addressed property it
owns, and has institutional-
ized the deadline to assure
compliance each year.

Council Member Amy
Worth asked about the fire
district’s plan, what is the
strategy for dealing with
homes on high-priority evacu-
ation routes? Winnacker
replied that the district will
send out early notifications to
all residents, but those on
evacuation routes will get tar-
geted notifications.

The district will shift from
its current chipping efforts to
inspections and sending out
violation notices, which will
include language about main-
tenance of evacuation routes
if the property is located on
one. However, he added, “I
have met with the owners of
some parcels in their drive-
ways, and their property is
still not in compliance.

“We are willing to en-
force,” he said, “especially on
evacuation routes.” Postcards
will go out in April, personal-
ized letters will go out to those
on evacuation routes in May,

and enforcement will begin
on June 1.

In terms of enforcement,
Vice Mayor Inga Miller noted
that she had heard that there
has been some non-voluntary
work performed and paid for
by MOEFD, with liens being
placed on properties. Win-
nacker agreed that there have
been some cases, but very
few.

Paula Reinman, a member
of the Supplemental Sales Tax
Oversight Commission, joined
the meeting to comment that
she had just spoken with Rich
Shortall, executive coordina-
tor of Fire Safe Marin. He said
that the most effective thing
that they are doing is a home
evaluation program run
through the fire district, with
home inspections being con-
ducted by uniformed staff.
She reported that Shortall said
that this has driven compli-
ance more than anything else
they have done.

Winnacker said that
MOFD has a very similar pro-
gram with volunteers that is
up and running. The volun-
teers wear vests, and it is a
more effective program, he
said, coming from a trusted
source, a friend or a neighbor.
The program will be ex-
panded in the future. How-

ever, he emphasized that it is
really important that home-
owners receive consistent
messages from the same per-
son every time. “Any inconsis-
tency,” he noted, “becomes
just one more item to be used
to avoid doing the work.”

MOFD Director Craig Jor-
gens added that MOFD also
helps neighbors with Firewise
councils. Biggs wondered how
Orinda can get more Firewise
communities, how the city
and the fire district might
help to encourage that. Worth
suggested that if the goal is to
increase compliance, the city
and the fire district should
pursue joint communication
tools to maximize the
message.

The meeting concluded
with a determination to work
more closely together, per-
haps with the creation of a
2x2 committee of the Orinda
City Council and MOFD, as
Orinda has with the school
board. Council Member Nick
Kosla also favored more joint
meetings, and MOFD Presi-
dent Michael Donner sug-
gested that more than annual
meetings are needed. Mayor
Dennis Fay suggested that
they create the 2x2 committee,
let them work, then schedule
another joint meeting.

Miramonte High School principal shares his
support of the arts
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By Sora O’Doherty

In the face of some social me-
dia speculation that Mira-
monte High School will be
dropping musical theater
classes next year, Principal
Ben Campopiano spoke to the
Lamorinda Weekly about his
whole-hearted support for
the arts as part of the high
school curriculum. Every
student who wants a choral
music/musical theater class
will be able to get one, he af-
firmed, but he noted that de-

clining enrollment coupled
with fewer students who
want to take these classes
may mean that there are
fewer total classes in the
area.

“Every kid who wants
musical theater will be in a
class,” Campopiano said. “We
have got to have a strong arts
program,; it’s critically impor-
tant. Even with ebbs and
flows of enrollment. In a
comprehensive high school I
am committed to that, and I
will dedicate funds to that,”
he added. “Ireally support

the arts and it is critically im-
portant for every student to
have what they need. If they
want it, they are going to get
it,” was Campopiano’s bottom
line.

The principal did ac-
knowledge that there is a lot
of pressure on students to
take the classes they believe
will get them into the high-
achieving colleges they seek.
“Competition is so great to get
into these colleges,” he said,
“I have to fill my schedule
with top level classes.”

Tri-City Council meeting focuses on
transportation issues

... continued from Page A1l

Through the public meetings,
of which there will be two
more rounds, CCTA is seeking
comments about most impor-
tant initiatives that can be
taken over the next 25 years.
There is also an interactive ex-
ercise on its website.

Early explained that the
concept of a route of regional
significance is unique to Con-
tra Costa County, not to be
found in state or federal legis-
lation. Of the five action plans
in Contra Costa County, only
Lamorinda has routes of inter-
regional significance. Early
advised that these should be
changed to routes of regional
significance, to avoid having
multiple confusing
designations.

He suggested that the des-
ignation might also give a little
boost to grant applications.

Orinda Vice Mayor Inga
Miller, while noting that com-
munities are no longer permit-
ted to disallow a housing de-
velopment on the basis of in-
adequate roadway capacity,
wondered if there will be fund-
ing opportunities, and that an-

swer was that there will be
funds available over the next
10 years.

Moraga Town Council
Member Teresa Onoda brought
up the issue of planning for
wildfires. Matt Kelly, Contra
Costa County Senior Trans-
portation Planner, said that
CCTA is hearing about that, es-
pecially from Lamorinda, so
they are trying to incorporate
fire into the transportation
plan.

Early said that Placeworks
is working on a project specific
to the city of Orinda to quan-
tify evacuation capacity and
that it may become a model for
other communities. He also
answered a question from the
Lamorinda Weekly, explaining
that in an evacuation there
will be a carefully controlled
flow of cars and that making
the roads one-way out will al-
low for increased capacity.

There was also some dis-
cussion about whether traffic
patterns will change in the fu-
ture, as a result of behaviors
developed during the COVID-
19 pandemic. Kelly said that
CCTA is trying to figure that
out in a travel behavior study,

and Orinda Mayor Dennis Fay
wished them good luck in “get-
ting people to tell you what
they really think they are going
to do.”

Lafayette Mayor Teresa
Gerringer stressed that their
city is committed to a traffic
safety plan. Early agreed, say-
ing that safety is of the utmost
importance and will be re-
flected in the action plan.
Worth added that all three
communities are very con-
cerned about bicycle and
pedestrian safety.

The Action Plans and
Countywide Transportation
Plan (CTP) will be updated
over the next two years. While
the CTP Update will be in-
formed by the Action Plan Up-
dates, there will be combined
outreach events that provide
stakeholders and the public
with opportunities to provide
input on both. The Action Plan
Updates and CTP Update
process is anticipated to be
completed by fall 2023.

Residents can learn more
about the Contra Costa County
action plan, get involved, and
share their thoughts at
ccta.net/ctp
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Orinda reviews first year’s progress with new sales tax

By Sora O'Doherty

Orinda is beginning to see the
power of youth. Reviewing
progress on wildfire prepared-
ness over the past year, one
idea that came to the fore was
involving schools in getting the
messages out about evacuation,
vegetation clearance, and home
hardening. These are some of
the major goals of the Supple-
mental Sales Tax Oversight
Commission, which was put in
place by the increased sales tax
measure approved by Orinda
voters in November 2020, and
presented its first annual re-
view to a joint meeting with the
Orinda City Council on March
23.

Commission Chair Judd
Hammon presented the report,
which also covered some of the
work of the former Citizen In-
frastructure Oversight Commis-
sion, which the SSTOC replaced,
because the SSTOC only had its
first meeting in March of 2021.
Hammon was the chair of the
CIOC at the time and transi-
tioned to the SSTOC. Among
the accomplishments of the
SSTOC, the report praises
Orinda staff, residents and non-
resident property owners for

having made important
progress in reducing wildfire
risk in Orinda and preparing
for emergencies in general.

The report included exam-
ples, including that quite a few
Orinda property owners have
significantly reduced haz-
ardous fuels on their proper-
ties, many through help from
the Orinda Firewise Council.
The city itself procured a chip-
per and truck and started an
Orinda Chipping Program; up-
dated the pilot Red-Flag Day
parking restriction program on
El Toyonal; cleared city proper-
ties to meet new MOFD code re-
quirements; supported two
mock evacuation drills and
posted multiple announce-
ments through the Orinda Out-
look, social media and local
newspapers.

Nevertheless, significant
concerns remain. According to
the SSTOC, portions of critical
evacuation routes are still lined
with dangerous, fire-prone veg-
etation too close to the road and
may have issues with cars
parked along very narrow,
winding roadways. Far too
many properties do not provide
adequate defensible space
around structures and far too
few homes meet even mini-

mum fire-hardening recom-
mendations. The SSTOC con-
cluded that many residents are
not well prepared for emergen-
cies in general.

Although Measure R is in-
tended to deal with both fire
safety and the city’s roads and
drains, it has been the city’s pri-
ority to use most of the Mea-
sure R taxes in the beginning to
focus on the critical issue of
wildfire and emergency pre-
paredness. The city’s roads are
now considered to be in very
good shape, with the roads that
still need repair scheduled to be
completed by the end of 2023
without the need for Measure R
funds. The average condition
of Orinda roads in 2006 was
poor, but work conducted with
funds from the previous sales
tax has successfully raised
them to an average of very
good.

Chair Hammon, in re-
sponse to questions from the
council, noted that “since we
had made such good progress
on roads, and our drains are
not in such bad shape, we could
take our foot off the gas and fo-
cus on fire for some years. This
is what we’ve been doing, and

the city staff has stepped up in
a fantastic fashion to deal with
roads and drains.”

Storm drains are a signifi-
cant issue. The city is currently
performing video inspections of
storm drains. Large pipes are
scheduled for replacement
through the capital equipment
project. The $205,000 2020
storm drain improvement pro-
ject included four large pipes,
two on Miner Road, one on
Camino Pablo, and one on
Camino Sobrante. No measure
R funds were required. Smaller
pipes under Orinda roads are
often replaced as part of the an-
nual paving project. However,
there are still many large storm
drain pipes at risk of failure. It
is estimated that Measure R
funds will be required for
storm drain work in fiscal year
2024-25.

Council Member Amy
Worth noted that one of the
challenges moving forward is
having a housing element that
enables us to have money for
roads and drains. She added
that the city does receive trans-
portation funds from the
county, and that Orinda is the
only community that puts solid

waste fees into roads. Council
Member Nick Kosla agreed that
drains are crucial to emergency
preparedness. “Look at Miner
Road,” he suggested, imagining
how a disastrous sinkhole like
the one that occurred in the be-
ginning of 2017 would have
negatively impacted evacuation
in the event of an emergency.
For fiscal year 2020-21,
Measure R sales tax has pro-
duced revenues of $785,786.
Expenditures of $198,438 were
used for the new chipper ser-
vice, and by public works and
parks on work to reduce haz-
ards and trim or remove vege-
tation, with $32,370 spent of
staff and consultant support,
and $1,341 on legal services.
However, the statistics come
from very early in the time
frame of the program. The un-
expended balance of $587,348
will be partially carried over to
fiscal year 2021-22 activities, in-
cluding the purchase of a truck
and chipper. The city’s annual
audit resulted in a clean opin-
ion. The report also contains
extensive information about
funding for roads and drains,
which benefit from a large
number of different sources.

The full report is available at https://cityoforinda.box.com/s/aqrelwbwvOwc37m5hkju2o8a0sta7bup
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Lafayette gets Firewise
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ConFire Fire Inspector Taylor King advises Lafayette City Council Member Wei-Tai Kwok to
keep bushes and shrubs trimmed well below 3-4 feet when trees are above.

By Sharon K. Sobotta

At certain times Lafayette
Council Member Wei-Tai
Kwok and his wife Violet fear
for their lives when they go to
sleep in their home which is
just a short uphill walk from
the Lafayette BART station.
It’s not home invasions or
crime that they fear. It’s Cali-
fornia wildfires.

Kwok, who is profession-
ally and personally commit-
ted to the issues of environ-
mental sustainability and cli-
mate change, has been living
with the gravity of that since
his (wife Violet’s) cousins lost
everything except the shoes
on their feet and their wallets
during the 2017 Tubbs Fire in
Santa Rosa. This prompted
Kwok to reach out to the peo-
ple in his neighborhood about
forming a Firewise commu-
nity. Firewise is a national
fire prevention and prepared-
ness program. Firewise com-
munities of at least eight resi-
dents from respective neigh-
borhoods are dedicated to the
common cause of reducing
the risk and potential spread
of wildfires.

“Ireached out to my
neighbors hoping to get eight
families to sign up (to learn

about the program) and we
ended up with 23,” Kwok
says. “It’s a pretty low bar.
You commit to spending an
hour a year assessing and ad-
dressing fire risks around
your home.”

Kwok says there are more
than 20 Firewise communi-
ties in the Orinda and Moraga
area and he’s hoping
Lafayette can have at least 10
Firewise communities by the
end of 2022. So far there are
four.

In February, Kwok and
his neighbors arranged to
have Contra Costa County Fire
Protection District Fire In-
spector Taylor King walk
through and assess risks.
Kwok says it was an illumi-
nating experience, not just for
him, but for his neighbors as
well.

“I spent an hour clearing
out my rosemary bushes,
which are very flammable, so
technically I can be done with
my hour for the year. But I'll
keep going because I still have
so many things to take care
of,” Kwok says, while pointing
out various plants and vegeta-
tion the fire inspector recom-
mended he mitigate. Still, this
isn’t as intimidating of a
process as it may sound. “All

fire safety tips are offered as
recommendations and then
you can decide what is man-
ageable or even collaborate
with neighbors to problem
solve.”

Kwok says it’s important
that residents are not in de-
nial about potential wildfires.
“Over the past five years,
we’ve seen wildfires in Cali-
fornia getting closer and
closer to us. Santa Rosa is a
suburban community with
few trees, and closer still, we
had the Lafayette Tennis Club
on fire a few years ago,”
Kwok recalls. “I think PG&E
turned off 85% of the power
in the city, but not in that
area and there was a fire.
Thankfully the fire and police
were able to extinguish it, but
we would be foolish to think
that it can’t happen to us.”

Jack Baker moved to
Lafayette last summer to be
closer to his daughter and
grandchildren. “When I first
moved here, I saw that my
daughter had a big sign near
her home that said Firewise,”
Baker recalls. “I was aware of
it and then started talking
about it with Wei-Tai, who
arranged the community
meeting and a lot of people
signed up.”

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Baker took advantage of
the fire inspector’s visit to his
community and while he
wasn’t surprised by the find-
ings and recommendations
for his particular property, he
did gain some insight. “I
learned specifics. The irony is
that I had a tree service
scheduled for the next day.
We were planning to clear out
trees, but we expanded a little
bit to address some of the ad-
ditional concerns the fire in-
spector brought to our
attention.”

In addition to learning
about practical things like the
recommendation not to have
greenery or flammable mate-
rials within five feet of his
home, Baker learned about
structural matters like how to
fireproof a wooden staircase.
Baker says he’s sharing in the
cost of removing a few large
oak trees (which is something
he committed to even before
the Firewise community
walk-through). “Nobody has
to do anything, but we’re edu-
cating ourselves about what
we can do. That, to me, makes
it a very valuable program.”

Irene Jorgenson has lived
in her Lafayette home for 22
years. After doing the neigh-
borhood walk-through with
the fire inspector, Jorgenson
is thinking about some con-
crete ways to be a better
neighbor.“The most impor-
tant thing I learned is that we
have plants that are highly
flammable and we didn’t
know that,” Jorgenson says.
“The plants are right next to
our neighbor’s only exit from
their house so it presents a
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huge safety issue for our
neighbors. Jorgenson says it’s
not a matter of if but how
she’ll address the issue. “The
thought of a rapid fire is terri-
fying to anyone. It wouldn’t
be right for me to be made
aware of how to address the
issue and do nothing about
it,” she says. “We’re going to
meet with our neighbors (to
find a creative solution) be-
cause it’s not only a safety is-
sue, but also a privacy issue.”

Firewise pamphlets are
sent out to the Lafayette com-
munity periodically. In terms
of renters or residents of
apartments who may not al-
ways get such items, they are
available at the police depart-
ment. Kwok says the 30% of
Lafayette residents who are
renters can also participate in
the program. “Renters should
talk to each other first and
then their landlords to see
what can be done. Fire safety
is in everyone’s best interest.”

Some things everyone
can do are mitigate or elimi-
nate vegetation within five
feet of homes and uplimb
trees so that branches are at
least six feet above the
ground, and also think ahead.
The city of Lafayette has 17
evacuation zones. “Along with
doing what we can to make
our community firewise,”
Kwok says, “everyone should
sign up for the community
warning system which sends
out text notifications in the
event of an emergency.”

To learn more about the
Firewise program, visit the
National Fire Protection
Agency’s website at NFPA.org.

Board of Directors
Wednesday, April 20, 6 p.m.

ConFire
Board of Directors

Fire District Public Meetings

Moraga-Orinda Fire District

For meeting times and agendas, visit www.mofd.org

Regular Meeting: Tuesday, April 26, 1 p.m.
For meeting times and agendas, visit www.cccfpd.org
(http://64.166.146.245/agenda_publish.cfm?id=&mt=ALL)

Public Safety

Emergency response:

Emergency: 24 Hours

Police Dispatch: 24 Hours
925-284-5010

Nixle: Text your zip code to 888777

or go to www.nixle.com

Lafayette Police Department:

3471 Mt. Diablo Blvd. 925-283-3680

Chief of Police, Ben Alldritt
925-299-3221

Police Department Tip Line
94549Tip@gmail.com

Police Department Traffic Issues
94549Traffic@gmail.com

Moraga Police Department:

329 Rheem Blvd., 925-888-7055

Chief of Police, Jon King ext. 7049

Orinda Police Department:

22 Orinda Way  925-254-6820

Chief of Police, Ryan Sullivan

925-254-6820

Orindatip@cityoforinda.org

Lafayette Police
Department
Incident
Summary
Report

March 6 - March 19

Alarms 47
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 8

Traffic
Suspicious Circumstances 9

911

Suspicious Subject 17
Suspicious Vehicle 5
Service to Citizen 41

Patrol Req./Security Check 30
Public/School Assembly Check 12

Supplemental Report 45
Vacation House Check 20
Welfare Check 18
Ordinance Violation 3
Vehicle violations
Auto Burglary
100 Block Greenbank Dr.
Dui Misd
El Nido Ranch Rd./Lizann Dr.
Eb Sr 24 At Oak Hill Rd.

Hit And Run Misdemeanor
3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)
Quandt Rd./Springhill Rd.
Springhill Rd./Quandt Rd.
Reckless Driving
900 Block Diablo Dr.
Deer Hill Rd./Brown Ave.
1300 Block Martino Rd.

Mt. Diablo Blvd./Acalanes Rd.

500 Block Glenside Dr.

Olympic Blvd./Pleasant Hill Rd.
Tc - Fire And Amb Enroute

Golden Gate Way/1St St.
Tc - Property Damage

700 Block Reliez Station Rd.

Deer Hill Rd./Brown Ave.

1000 Block Oak Hill Rd.
Vehicle Theft

1200 Block Quandt Rd.

Wh Sr 24 Central Lafayette/
Moraga
Other criminal activity
Burglary

1000 Block Oak Hill Rd.
Commercial Burglary

1000 Block Oak Hill Rd.
Fraud False Pretenses

3500 Block Brook St. (2)

1400 Block Sunset Lp.
Grand Theft

1100 Block Vacation Dr. (2)
Grand Theft Bicycle

3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Identity Theft

600 Block Doreen Way
Panhandling

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)
Petty Theft

3400 Block Moraga Blvd.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)

500 Block Michael Ln.
Residential Burglary

3900 Block S Peardale Dr.
Shoplift

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (3)

3400 Block Golden Gate Way

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Vandalism

3300 Block Carlyle Terrace

1000 Block Oak Hill Rd.
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-domestic

3300 Block Betty Ln.
Disturbing The Peace

1000 Block Almanor Ln.

3400 Block Moraga Blvd.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Loud Music

1200 Block Pleasant Hill Rd.
Loud Party

Brook St./Dewing Ave. (2)

Green Acres Ct./Mcbride Dr.

3900 Block Happy Valley Rd.

Leroy Way/S Peardale Dr.
Public Nuisance

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Deer Hill Rd./Happy Valley Rd.

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)

Los Palos Dr./Glenside Dr.

Other
Defraud Innkeeper

3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
K9 Outside Assist Request

Moraga Rd./Rheem Blvd., Mor
Threats

2700 Block Oak Canyon Rd.
Unwanted Guest

1700 Block Toyon Rd.
Violation Custody Order

800 Block Acalanes Rd.

Moraga Police
Department

Incident
Summary
Report
March 8 - March 20

Alarms 1

911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 1

Traffic

Suspicious Circumstances 3

Suspicious Subject

Suspicious Vehicle 5

Service to Citizen 2

Patrol Req./Security Check 9
1
0
3
9
0

Supplemental Report
Vacation House Check
Welfare Check
Public/School Assembly Check
Ordinance Violation
Vehicle violations
Accident Property
Rheem Bust Marys Rd.
Auto Burglary
Ivy Dr./Miramonte Dr.
Dui Misd
Moraga Way/Los Cerros, Ori
Excessive Speed Moraga
Rd./Moraga Way
Moraga Rd./Skyline
Moraga Rd./Rheem Blvd.
Hit And Run Misdemeanor
2000 Block Donald Dr.
Reckless Driving
Canyon Rd./Larch Ave.
Starbucks
Nations
St. Marys Rd./Bollinger Canyon Rd.
Moraga Way/St Andrews Dr.
Moraga Via/Glorietta Blvd., Ori
Moraga Rd./Rheem Blvd.
Moraga Country Club
Homegoods
St. Marys College
Revoked License
Moraga Rd./Buckingham Dr.
Ascot/Railroad
Tc - Property Damage
Moraga Rd./Rheem Blvd.
Safeway

Camino Pablo/Tharp Dr.
Vehicle Theft

100 Block Corliss Dr.
Other criminal activity
Forgery

Police Department
Shoplift

Safeway
Warrant Arrest

Police Department
Nuisance to the Community
Loud Music

Canyon Club Brewery

300 Block Deerfield Dr.

Not Available
Loud Party

Not Available (2)
Public Nuisance

Moraga Way/Moraga Rd.

Calle La Montana/Paseo Grande

2100 Block Donald Dr.
Vandalism

Moraga Commons Park
Other
Mentally I11 Commit

St Marys College
Unwanted Guest

Safeway
Violation Dom Viol Order

600 Block Augusta Dr.
Violation Restraining Ord

600 Block Augusta Dr.

NRINIOA

Orinda Police Department
Incident Summary
Report March 6 - March 19

Alarms 29
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 8
Traffic 80
Suspicious Circumstances 4
Suspicious Subject 10
Suspicious Vehicle 6
Service to Citizen 46
Patrol Req./Security Check 21
Supplemental Report 18
Vacation House Check 1
Welfare Check 10
Public/School Assembly Check 2
Ordinance Violation 0
Vehicle violations
Accident Injury

200 Block Moraga Way
Accident Property

400 Block Moraga Way
Auto Burglary

10 Block Piedmont Ave.
Hit And Run Misdemeanor

10 Block North Ln.
Reckless Driving

Camino Pablo/Brookwood Rd.

Moraga Way/Oak Dr.

Via Floreado/St Stephens Dr.
Vehicle Theft

500 Block Tahos Rd.

Via Las Cruces/St Stephens Dr.
Other criminal activity
Failure To Obey

Santa Maria Way/Camino Pablo
Fraud Credit Card

Camino Sobrante
Fraud False Pretenses

100 Block Canon Dr.

Grand Theft

Orinda Way
Grand Theft Veh Parts

200 Block Camino Pablo
Panhandling

Camino Sobrante

Orinda Way
Shoplift

Moraga Way
Warrant Arrest

Orinda Way
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-domestic

100 Block Ardith Dr.
Disturbing The Peace

Longview Terrace/Orchard Rd.
Loud Music

20 Block Orinda Way

Irwin Way
Loud Party

40 Block Camino Sobrante

Longview Terrace/Orchard Rd.
Public Nuisance

500 Block Dalewood Dr.

10 Block Hilldale Ct.
Vandalism

60 Block Muth Dr.

Other
Fire/Ems Response Info

Rheem Blvd./Glorietta Blvd.
Mentally III Commit

60 Block El Gavilan Rd.
Phone Harass

10 Block Las Vegas Rd.

Tc - Fire And Amb Enroute

10 Block Via Floreado
Transient Contact

50 Block Moraga Way

10 Block Theatre Sq 106
Unwanted Guest

Camino Pablo

Our advertisers make our paper possible to print and
deliver free to your home. Please thank them and let

them know you

saw their ad.

Your publishers,
Andy and Wendy
Scheck

925-377-0977

=

Local ewspape delivered to LFa-yette, Moraga and Orinda

www.lamorindaweekly.com




Wednesday, March 30, 2022

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977

New eCard program helps support
Lafayette businesses

By M.D. Jones

Shopping locally can be the
lifeblood for small busi-
nesses, especially during a
pandemic. After allocating
$30,000 of federal American
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds
from the federal government
for the purpose of stimulating
the local economy, the city of
Lafayette recently launched
the Shop Local Lafayette
eCard program. The pro-
gram, which is in partnership
with Yiftee, matches, dollar
for dollar, purchases made at
participating businesses.

For a limited time, when
an eCard is purchased, an
equal value bonus eCard is
given to the purchaser. The
original eCard never expires
(but starts to decrease in
value by $3 per month after a
year) and the bonus “Twice
as Nice” eCard has an expira-
tion date of 90 days. The
cards are sold in increments
of $10, $25, $50 or $100, with
a limit of two bonus cards per
person. That means thatif a
person buys two gift cards for
$100 each, they could get up
to two free bonus cards from
the city of $100 each — dou-
bling their spending power

from $200 to $400.

Since becoming a partici-
pating business in the Shop
Local Lafayette program,
Lamorinda Music owner
Colleen McCormick says,
“We’ve had at least one per-
son so far and it went great.
My husband John is with the
Chamber of Commerce and
he worked a lot on it with
Thomas Myers [Lafayette's
Economic Development Man-
ager spearheading the pro-
gram] and we hope the word
spreads because it’s a great
program. It essentially dou-
bles your money and it drives
people to small businesses in
Lafayette.” John McCormick,
her husband and co-owner of
Lamorinda Music, added, “It’s
a win-win between mer-
chants and the citizens of
Lafayette and it is an excel-
lent use of the ARPA funding
because the money goes di-
rectly to small businesses in
Lafayette.”

Lafayette’s Administra-
tive Services Director Tracy
Robinson noted that shopping
local not only supports local
business owners but helps

the overall community, since
a portion of the sales tax col-
lected on purchases is used to
pay for local needs like po-
lice, safety and road repairs.

According to Market-
Watch.com, a 2018 study
showed that U.S. consumers
spend an average of $59 more
than the value of their gift
card and a U.K. study showed
that gift cards cause 34% of
people to visit stores they
normally would not have vis-
ited.

Kimberly Pinto, manager
at Lafayette Park Bistro & Bar,
said, “We just started taking
[eCards] this week and we’re
excited for the program.”

The program is free to
participating businesses and
according to information
about the program on the Yif-
tee website, “The card recipi-
ent and merchant receive the
full value for the card, pro-
viding maximum benefit to
local businesses.”

Information, a list of par-
ticipating business, and a link
to purchase the cards can be
found at
www.lovelafayette.com/eCard

https://app.yiftee.com/gift-card/lafayette--ca

Council discusses Lafayette’s American
Rescue Plan Act fund distribution

... continued from Page A2

Myers then prioritized in
his presentation two addi-
tional recommendations: im-
mediately reallocating
$350,000 from preciously al-
located ARPA funds to Gen-
eral Fund Revenue Recovery
and on April 1 making pay-
ment in that amount to the
Lafayette Chamber of Com-
merce for actions to assist in
the recovery efforts for
Lafayette’s small business
sector.

Other items included in
the report included allocating
$56,500 to Lafayette Partners
In Education to make more
mental health services avail-
able to Lafayette students
who attend public high
schools in the Acalanes Union
High School District that are
outside the Lafayette city lim-
its. Another action, framed by
Myers as a “transfer,” would
shift $100,000 from ARPA
funds allocated for Business
District marketing back to the
General Fund. The funds
would be used to hire an out-
side consultant to develop a
comprehensive business mar-
keting website to spur eco-
nomic growth and recovery
of the local business
community.

A fourth recommenda-
tion suggested suspending the
city’s Business Assistant Pro-
gram (BAP) due to the low
volume of calls now that most
of the state and federal funds
have been dispersed. Myers
said the city would remain in
contact with Townsend Pub-
lic Affairs, the company en-

gaged to support local busi-
nesses, while it wraps up its
work with local businesses
and until such time as new
funding becomes available.
The subcommittee recom-
mended that $22,500 of ARPA
money that had been desig-
nated for BAP (if Townsend’s
oversight was to continue be-
yond March) be transferred
to the “undesignated”
category.

A final item requiring no
money transfers or realloca-
tions, but one that must re-
ceive formal approvals from
the council to be fully en-
acted, was to initiate a one-
year pilot program that ex-
tends current pandemic-
related arrangements offered
to downtown businesses. Un-
der the existing agreement,
the city allows restaurants to
use on-street parking, private
parking lots, and sidewalks
for outdoor dining and retail
sales as long as there is ade-
quate space for pedestrian
traffic. Additionally, sign and
parking ordinances would
continue to allow A-frames,
banners, and the use of pri-
vate lots for outdoor activi-
ties. The subcommittee rec-
ommended these policies be
extended until March 31,
2023.

Asked about moving
ARPA funds to the General
Fund and the bookkeeping
responsibilities that would
then be taken on by the city
(instead of by ARPA), Myers
said reporting on how the
funds are used would have to
be done regardless and the
greater flexibility offered by

the shift of money to the Gen-
eral Fund was worthwhile.
Dawson emphasized that hav-
ing the allocations within the
General Fund would also
streamline the process for
sub-recipients to which funds
are given when they are re-
porting back to the city.

In public comments,
Lafayette resident Grace
Dixon describe the city’s ap-
proach to the distribution of
funds as “humble and out-of-
the-box,” but encouraged the
council to “take a hard look at
the past and present history
with parks.” She said down-
town families had been with-
out a play park for years and
suggested ARPA funds might
seed small, walkable parks
and recapture public land ac-
cess for Lafayette residents.
Other comments supported
funding accessible parks and
public paths that would make
the city more welcoming and
suggestions for improved sig-
nage for restaurants and
other businesses that do not
have frontage on the city’s
primary downtown streets.

Ending his presentation
on a positive note, Myers said
the gift card program
launched last week that sup-
ports local businesses has
been well-received and to
date has used just slightly
more than $9,000 of the total
$30,000 allocation (see re-
lated story, Page A9).

The council unanimously
approved the subcommittee’s
five recommended alloca-
tions of the ARPA funds.

Town approves funding for its
businesses still struggling from
COVID setbacks

.. continued from Page A5

The town council rejected the
$5,000 request for funding a
Gift Card Program. The con-
cept was that for every $20
spent in town, customers
would receive a $20 voucher
that could be spent at a par-
ticipating Moraga business. If
and when the $5,000 fund be-
came depleted, the chamber
would ask for a replenish-
ment from the town. While
Bidstrup reported that the
concept was a hit in Lafayette
and Concord, council mem-

bers voted 3-2 against the Gift
Card Program (Mayor Renata
Sos, Council Member Teresa
Onoda and Council Member
Sona Makker in favor of
putting that $5,000 in the
hands of struggling retailers).
With regards to the
Chamber’s request for
$10,000 in funding to help
boost its operational needs
due to lack of membership
participation resulting from
business interruptions dur-
ing COVID mandates, the
town agreed to provide the
full monetary request with

an additional $10,000 in
funding during July for any
future needs.

In total, the town council
gave staff direction of prelim-
inary approval for up to
$187,000 in ARPA funds to
support Moraga’s business
community. Final approval is
expected during the next
town council meeting on
April 13. The Chamber, in the
meantime, will continue to
assess small business needs
in order to report back any
results or suggestions to the
town council at a future date.

Share your thoughts, insights and opinions with your community. Send a
letter to the editor: letters@lamorindaweekly.com
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* Trust Agreement
COMPLETE

* Pour Over Will
Valid until May 11, 2022

* Guardianship of Minor Children
FREE

Law Offices of
Lauren Smykowski
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* Power of Attorney for Finance

» Transfer of Real Property
» Advanced Health Care Directive

INITIAL

CONSULTATION Notary Services Included!

(925) 257-4277
www.smykowskilaw.com
laurensmy@gmail.com

Office Located in Walnut Creek

“Let Us Light Up Your Life”
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Serving Contra Costa since 1991
More than45 years experience

All Work Done by Owner

Bonded & Insured e
Lic#C10-631523 M
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Professional Installation of:

* Ceiling Fans, Recessed & Track Lighting ° Kitchen or Bath Remodel

* Exterior/Security/Landscape Lighting ° Electrical Service UpgrA/
* Complete Home Wiring - Old & New ° Spa Installation

MOVE {ZG'DED MATORS

CFITAA WOLAN, (TR

All-Women Company Serving
East Bay Residents for Over 20 Years

COMPLETE MOVE &
COORDINATION SPECIALISTS

* CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION *

FULL PACKING & UNPAGKING SERVICES
PACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

plan, sort, pack, label and help with what to keep, toss, donate, consign

UNPACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:
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Insured, Bonded, and Green
Nominated by SCORE 925.330.1988
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Bay Area

SAD Drainage, Inc.

INC.

Have You Checked Your

Crawlspace Lately?

e French Drains

e Underfloor Drains

e Downspout Systems

e Subdrain Systems

e Sump Pumps

e Retaining Walls

e Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

A General Engineering Contractor
Locally owned and Operated
Contractor LIC # 762208

hH“:"

92503779209 :(73:

"?' T l|'
visit our website

www.bayareadrainage.com
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Foundations
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www.bayareaunderpinning.org
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Orinda grants student’s wish: adopts
Sustainable Orinda challenge

By Sora O’Doherty

The Orinda City Council hap-
pily agreed to a request from
a Miramonte student on
March 15 to join Sustainable
Contra Costa with a Sustain-
able Orinda Challenge. The
cost to the city will be $1,500.
The matter came before the
council after an appearance
at an earlier city council
meeting by Kaitlyn Roach,
president of the Miramonte
Climate Action Club. Roach,
as well as Laura Wehrley of
Sustainable Contra Costa,
were on hand to answer
questions.

Former Mayor Victoria
Smith, unable to attend the
meeting owing to a conflict-
ing engagement, wrote the
city council a letter, support-
ing the proposal. “While our
neighbors in Lamorinda have
long had Sustainable Moraga
and Sustainable Lafayette,”
she wrote, “we have not, until
now, had a grassroots organi-

zation in Orinda to focus on
sustainability. As a member
of the Contra Costa County
Sustainability Commission, I
have received inquiries from
many Orinda residents about
ways in which they could be
involved in sustainability is-
sues; I think Orinda’s partici-
pation in this program would
be a good way for residents
to get involved.”

The council was clearly
delighted to have students in-
volved in this issue and par-
ticipating in local govern-
ment. Mayor Dennis Fay
commented that it was “so
admirable on the part of our
high school students. I hope
that this will continue. I com-
pletely understand,” he said,
“why this is so important to
young people: this is their
planet.”

Orinda resident Nick
Waranoff, however, opposed
the proposed project, suggest-
ing instead that Orinda
should partner with Caltrans
for “Adopt a Highway,” and

enlist Miramonte students to
actually pick up trash, and
use the money for supplies.
According to the staff re-
port, the $1,500 fee will be
put toward creating a Land-
ing Page on the Cleaner Con-
tra Costa Challenge (after the
city provides a picture of the
city and a tagline like “Let's
get sustainable together”). In
addition, the fee will allow
Sustainable Contra Costa to
help with outreach to differ-
ent groups to educate on the
platform like schools, youth
commissions, eco clubs,
churches and Rotary clubs.
Sustainable Contra Costa
gives reporting back to the
city regarding results of car-
bon/gas/water/money savings
and gives messaging that the
city can post to social media
or e-newsletters regarding
sustainability actions. In ad-
dition, Sustainable Contra
Costa can post messaging that
the city wants them to an-
nounce to their audience.

Lamoaonnda Sunrise

Rotary i: |

e
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Every Friday, 7:00 a.m. - 8:15 a.m.
Lafayette Veterans Memorial Building
OR Zoom Link at https://lamorindasunrise.org/speakers

April 2022 Weekly Speakers
1: Club Assembly
8: Dr Lisa Feldman Barrett, How Emotions Are Made
15: Good Friday — No Meeting
22: Tony Kaufman, 2020 COVID-19 Outbreak On Cruise Ship
29: Paul Fillinger, Member Magazine

A sunny Saturday greeted this year’s
Sprlng Festival and Egg Hunt

.. continued from Page Al

Orinda sisters Josie (7-%2) and Dulany (5)

ANNUAL COMPOST

GIVEAWAY

HOSTED BY RECYCLESMART
AND REPUBLIC SERVICES

ey
Eecyc_le_Smart

I.]

QR nspum.m-
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had an every-girl-for-herself outlook. Their
mom explained that Dulany wasn’t too
thrilled about participating in the egg hunt,
because she felt that her older sister would
get more eggs. However, once it was their
group’s turn to hunt, Dulany was grabbing
eggs from left and right like a human
vacuum.

On a beautiful, sunny Saturday where
masks were a thing of the very recent past,
everyone had an egg-ceptionally good time.

The city of Orinda will hold its free Spring
Egg Hunt, sponsored by the Rotary Club of
Orinda, for toddlers to second-graders at 11
a.m. April 16 at Orinda Community Center

Park.

Photo Vera Kochan

Bring 5-gallon buckets, cardboard boxes or other strong containers that you can
lift yourself. NO BAGS or TRUCK BEDS. Republic Services provides staff to shovel
compost into your containers. Residents can take up to 50 gallons of compost

(ten 5-gallon buckets), while supplies last.

Reserve your time. Registration required:
RecycleSmart.org/ICAW

This event is open to: Lafayette, Orinda, Moraga, and RecycleSmart residents only.

Saturday, May 7th, 8:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M. (registration required)
Event hosted in Lafayette. Register for event information.
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Two local authors address grief and
loss through the

|

written word

Photo Yvonne Lefort

Mike Bernhardt signs copies of "Voices of a Grieving Heart" to be sent to poetry contributors.

By Diane Claytor

It’s a universal emotion. No
matter who you are, where
you live, or what you do, you
will experience grief at differ-
ent times and in different
ways. It’s the natural response
to loss — the loss of a loved
one or pet, a relationship or
job, financial stability or
health.

These past two years,
when everyone was dealing
with the pandemic and fears of
COVID, grief permeated our
lives. Our routines changed
drastically, we were isolated
and scared, lonely and sad; we
longed to hug a friend, see a
smiling face not on a computer
screen or covered by a mask.

We dealt with these feel-
ings in different ways. Two
Lamorindans — a retired IT
network engineer and a now-
12-year-old middle schooler —
each processed their feelings of
loss by writing and self-
publishing a book, expressing
their grief through the written
word.

Moraga’s Mike Bernhardt
originally published “Voices of
the Grieving Heart” in 1993,
two years after his young wife
unexpectedly died. At the time,
Bernhardt was completely
overwhelmed with emotion
and began searching for books
that expressed the feelings he
was experiencing. “I wasn’t
looking for answers,” he ex-
plains, “I was looking for hon-
est experience and validation.”
He found none that spoke to
him.

To deal with his grief,
Bernhardt began writing po-
etry, a medium he found heal-
ing and meaningful. “There
are no rules when writing po-
ems,” he says. “You simply
write what pops into your
head.”

Finding no poetry books
that addressed his feelings,
Bernhardt decided to create
the book he’d been searching
for. He placed ads in various
publications asking for sub-
missions of poems dealing
with the personal loss of loved
ones. “I wasn’t interested in
literary prowess,” he says, “but
wanted contributors that were
speaking from the heart.”

He received hundreds of
submissions, choosing 65 po-
ems that moved him the most.
As Bernhardt writes in the in-
troduction, “'Voices of the
Grieving Heart’ is a collection
of poetry that shares the pain,
growth, changes, healing and
gifts that can come when peo-
ple we love die.”

Bernhardt began healing.
He remarried and had a son.
As the 30th anniversary of his
first wife’s death approached
amid the pervasive grief sur-
rounding COVID, Bernhardt’s
second wife encouraged him to
republish “Voices of the Griev-
ing Heart.” “There’s so much
need for it,” he remembers her
saying. He again requested
submissions, this time seeking
poetry related to deaths during
COVID and the isolation and

grief surrounding the pan-
demic. Several hundred poems
arrived; nearly 80 were added
to the second edition, pub-
lished last year. One reader
wrote, “Thank you for giving
voice to such heartbreak, es-
pecially across the world at
this time.”

Five miles down the road,
then-10-year-old Stella Ciar-
lantini was enjoying her best
life. She loved school, had
great friends, a boy she liked
and had just landed a lead in
the school musical. Then
COVID hit, school went online
and she felt her friends slip-
ping away. “Contact and com-
munications were so differ-
ent,” the outgoing, precocious
Ciarlantini says. They gathered
over ZOOM but “friendships
slowly deteriorate when that’s
the only way to see each other.
It was really hard,” she
continues.

Her whole world turned
upside down. Admitting that
she was upset and having a re-
ally hard time processing her
emotions, Ciarlantini reached
out to her fourth-grade
teacher, with whom she had a
special bond. “My teacher sug-
gested I start writing about my
feelings and my experience
through this. I think she meant
it as journaling,” Ciarlantini
recalls, “but I thought perhaps
I could turn my writing into
something more.”

“The Story of Stella,” was
born. Rather than write a
journal, which she says is
written for the author, Ciar-
lantini elected to write a mem-
oir, which, she explains, is
written for the readers. “I
knew I was struggling a lot,”
she reports. “I figured others
were also. So many times, chil-
dren’s voices are not heard. I
really thought this could help
show other kids that they have
a voice, they can express their
thoughts and feelings because
they matter just as much as
anyone.

“I know the pandemic
deeply affected so many. We
didn’t see people for two years
of our childhood — that’s a big
chunk of time in a young per-
son’s life,” Ciarlantini says. She
hopes that some day her book,
which she said was extremely
healing for her, may serve as a
“story in history.”

“The Story of Stella” has
been used as a read-aloud
book in several elementary
school classes and Ciarlantini
did a reading and book signing
at Lafayette’s Bel and Bunna’s
Books. She is now a happy, vi-
vacious sixth-grader working
on another book - this one re-
alistic fiction. She acknowl-
edges that as difficult as the
pandemic was for her, “I
would not be who I am today if
it weren’t for the quarantine. I
grew so much as a person. I
felt grief and pain but also
hope.”

Both “Voices of the Griev-
ing Heart” and “The Story of
Stella” may be purchased on
the authors’ websites: mike-
bernhardt.net and stellaciar-
lantini.org as well as on Ama-

zon; “Voices” may also be
found at Reasonable Books in
Lafayette and Orinda Books.
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Stella Ciarlantini, author of
“The Story of Stella”
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you say “neighbor.”
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Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7
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State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Hello Lamorinda! Letme
introduce myself-'m Jack Perez. Im a
traditional Barber at SHARP Barber Shop
and I'd like to invite you to come see

me at Sharp Barbershop for your next

Haircut! | specialize in scissor and /

clipper work with an emphasis on g
haircuts that grow out well. Schedule e
online at SharpBarbershop.com or @lﬂfﬁlﬁ'
call 5104325716 b_RARBER SHOL {
1001 Oak Hill Rd, Lafayette iy § il

-
Couples Weekend Creekside Retreat
May 215t and 22"9, 2022 in Lafayette
Saturday/Sunday 10:00 to 3:30
¢ Create the “Conscious Relationship”
¢ Improve your communication
¢ Deepen your connection
¢ Learn how to negotiate conflict more effectively
¢ Create conversation about your sexual relationship

For more information contact Dr. Darrell Christian at:
Email: drdarrellchristian@gmail.com or
Visit: www.darrellchristian.com for more details.

Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian Church

A weleaming and |-:--.'ir'|£ eamenLnity of Faith that learm, prews, snd served tagsther.

All are Welcome:

April 10 at 11:00 a.m.
Palm Sunday Egg Hunt

& Easter activites for all ages.
Following the 10:00 a.m. worship service.

April 17

Easter Sunday

6:30 a.m. « 9:00 a.m. »

Worship

10:30 a.m.

CLEAN OUTS

(E APPLIANCES
l=m N ATTRESSES
Bs HOT TUBS

-~ RESIDENTAL & COMMERCIAL

= UNWANTED FURNITURE
W GENERAL TRASH & JUNK

#* YARD & CONSTRUCTION DEBRIS

HOME TEAM HAULING
925-605-6663

WIN WITH THE HOME TEAM ADVANTAGE!

SERVING
* LAMORINDA
* WALNUT CREEK
* GREATER CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

Home Team Hauling is owned and managed by three
life-long friends who have a history of service to our
community and who simply enjoy working together.

We aspire to be the company you call every time and
the one you refer to your family and friends.

925-605-6663

www.hometeamhauling.com
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Pulled Lamb Ragu Flatbread
By Susie Iventosch

One Sunday last year, I was tak-
ing a stroll and came across a
new restaurant near our house.
After perusing the menu, I im-
mediately ordered the pulled
lamb sandwich that caught my
eye. I'd never really had
“pulled” lamb, although I've
tried plenty of pulled pork and
pulled chicken sandwiches —
usually served barbecue style.
Being a lamb lover, this was a
hard one to resist. Rich and
meaty, the flavor of this succu-
lent and aromatic lamb was
perfectly complemented by the
pickled onions and feta cheese
served with it! It was so good
and I knew I'd have to figure
out how to make it. The way I
ended up slow-cooking the meat
with jalaperios, shallots, garlic
and seasoned with cumin, it
turned out more like lamb ragu.
In the end we just love it this
way served over flat bread and
topped with crumbled feta,
toasted just until the cheese be-
gins to brown and the sandwich
is hot. Sometimes we spread the
flat bread first with Boursin
Garlic & Fine Herbs cheese be-
fore adding the meat. So deli-
cious! The lamb slow cooks for
out 5 hours, so you have plenty
of time to enjoy the amazing
aroma as it cooks until perfectly
“fall off the bone” tender.

The nice thing about this
dish is that you can prepare the
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lamb and gravy ahead of time
and freeze them either together
or separately until you’re ready
to serve it. We like to make the
sauce right when we shred the
meat, but you can also save the
braising liquid in the freezer
and make the sauce at a later
time. Any amount of work you
can do ahead always makes it
easier when you go to get din-
ner ready.

The lamb ragu is also deli-
cious tossed with pappardelle
for a hearty pasta dinner!

Susie can be reached at
suziventosch@gmail.com. This
recipe can be found on our
website:
www.lamorindaweekly.com If you
would like to share your favorite
recipe with Susie please contact her
by email or call our office at (925)
377-0977. Or visit
https://treksandbites.com

925-377-0977

Pulled Lamb Ragu Flat Bread

(Serves 4)
INGREDIENTS
Lamb
3 Ibs. lamb shoulder
2 cloves garlic, sliced
2 large shallots, chopped
1 yellow onion, chopped

2 jalapenios, seeded and coarsely chopped

1 teaspoon cumin
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon black pepper

Sandwiches

4 pieces of naan or your favorite flat bread

www.lamorindaweekly.com

1 round of Boursin Cheese (Garlic & Fine Herbs) - optional

1 cup crumbled feta cheese

2 tablespoons minced fresh parsley or cilantro (for garnish)
1 bunch sunflower sprouts, optional (for garnish)

Ragu Gravy
2 tablespoons olive oil
1 large shallot, chopped

2 tablespoons gravy flour (or sifted all-purpose flour)
2 cups cooking broth from lamb, skim fat off the top (or whatever you have left of the braising liquid)

1/2 teaspoon cumin
1/2 teaspoon oregano
1/2 teaspoon thyme
1/2 teaspoon salt

1/2 teaspoon ground black pepper

1/2 cup red wine
DIRECTIONS

Lamb Ragu

Wednesday, March 30, 2022

Preheat oven to 285 F. Spray the bottom of a casserole dish that will hold three lamb shoulder chops
laying flat with cooking spray. Evenly distribute shallots, garlic and jalapefios over the bottom of the dish.

Season lamb shoulder chops on both sides with salt, pepper, and cumin. Place them directly on top of
the veggies in the casserole dish. Fill the dish with water just to cover the lamb. Wrap the dish tightly with

foil.

Bake in preheated oven for 5 hours, or until the meat is done and falls off the bone. Remove from
oven and cool completely. Refrigerate for several hours or overnight until the fat has congealed.

Once completely cold, remove the lamb from the refrigerator and skim off as much of the fat as
possible. Transfer the lamb chops from casserole dish to a cutting board. Reserve the braising

broth/liquid/gel.

Using two forks, shred the lamb and discard any bones and any extra congealed fat that is leftover.
The meat can be prepared to this point and frozen or refrigerated for several days ahead of time.

Meanwhile, make the gravy.
Ragu Gravy

Heat oil in frying pan. Add shallots along with the herbs and spices and cook until the shallots are
translucent and the herbs are fragrant, about 5-10 minutes over medium-low heat.

Slowly whisk in the flour and brown with the veggies for a few minutes, whisking all the while.
Whisk in the reserved braising liquid along with any remaining veggies that are in the broth, and the red
wine. Whisk well and bring to a boil. Reduce heat and simmer for about 5 minutes until slightly
thickened. Add shredded lamb. Or, if you are making this ahead of time, cool completely and freeze or
refrigerate until ready to use and then add the shredded lamb.

Assemble Sandwiches

Lay the flat bread out on a baking sheet. Spread the Boursin cheese over just the top side of the
bread. Spoon the lamb ragu over the Boursin and top with the crumbled feta. Bake in a 400 F oven for
about 8 minutes, or just until the cheese starts to brown and the lamb is heated through.

Serve with a garnish of minced parsley and/or sunflower sprouts.

Making the most of your college visits

By Elizabeth LaScala,
PhD

As COVID protocols ease it is a
great time to plan college
tours. Campus tours are criti-
cal to the application process
— this is the place where you
will be spending a significant
amount of your time for the
next four years and there is
no better way to get a ‘feel’ for
the campus and surrounding
area than an in-person visit.
Here are some tips:

If you’re a junior in high
school and planning to apply
this fall, make sure to sched-
ule time to visit the admis-
sion’s office. Email your re-
gional admissions officer to let
them know that you will be
planning a visit and would
like to introduce yourself. I
would discourage a junior
student from setting up an in-
terview. If this is your first
visit to campus I suggest you
enjoy the tour free of the
stress of an interview. How-

ever, if an on-campus inter-
view is strongly encouraged,
as it is at Washington Univer-
sity St. Louis, for example,
then I would encourage a ju-
nior to prepare with their col-
lege advisor and take the op-
portunity. Otherwise, students
should concentrate on digest-
ing what they learn and pro-
cessing how they feel about
the college as the first priority.
If the college makes it to your
application list, and inter-
views are available, go for it
then and prepare over sum-
mer or in the fall.

Think geographically
when you plan — you can of-
ten visit multiple schools in
one week or even a long
weekend that are located
close together. For example, in
Colorado you can visit Uni-
versity of Colorado Boulder,
University of Denver, Col-
orado College, Colorado
School of Mines and Colorado
State U Fort Collins.

Are there professors or

courses you are especially in-
terested in? Reach out to see if
you can sit in on a lecture.
The same goes for extracur-
ricular activities; perhaps
there is a show or a game to
watch or a concert to hear.
And this has the added benefit
of meeting other students who
attend the school.

Explore the community
around campus, have a coffee
in town and people watch, es-
pecially if students tend to live
off-campus at this college.

Even if you think you
know what type of school you
want, visit a school that is
completely different. Looking
at mainly large research uni-
versities? Visit a smaller lib-
eral arts college. I have seen
many students change their
perspective when they do this.

Take notes on what you
see, whom you meet and what
you talk about while you're on
campus—several months
later, you are not going to re-
member the specifics, like the

name of that interesting pro-
fessor that your tour guide
mentioned, or the surprisingly
good meal you enjoyed in the
cafeteria.

Take photos and separate
them into a college album to
help you remember details of
your Vvisit.

School visits allow you to
experience a campus first-
hand rather than just re-
motely. And visits can help
you distinguish yourself as an
applicant by giving you the
experience (and thus the con-
tent) necessary to help you
write a truly unique “Why
Our College?” essay. These are
often the most important es-
says that will help you show
why you and the college are a
perfect fit. My college essay
workshops each summer pro-
vide sample prompts and it is
an eye opener to see how spe-
cific each college wants you to
be about your reasons for

applying.

Elizabeth LaScala, PhD
personally guides each student
through each step of selecting
and applying to well-matched
schools for undergraduate and
graduate school study. Over the
past two decades, Elizabeth has
placed hundreds of students in
some of the most prestigious
colleges and universities in the
U.S. The number of clients
taken is limited to ensure each
applicant has personalized
attention. Contact Elizabeth
early in the process to make a
difference in your outcomes.
Write
elizabeth@doingcollege.com;
Visit www.doingcollege.com; or
Call: 925.385.0562.

Moraga resident wins Best Screenplay in film festival competition

Sandy Fox-Sohne -

Moraga resident Sandy Fox-Sohner
was named winner of the screenplay
competition this month at the Van-
couver International Women in Film
Festival. Her script, “The Professor,”
tells the inspiring true story of Sofia
Kovalevsky, a self-taught mathemati-
cian who dreamt of teaching mathe-
matics at a university when universi-
ties did not allow women. In the late
1800s, she devised a daring escape
from her homeland in Russia to make
her mark in the West. She became the
first female professor in Europe in
this uplifting story of freedom and

perseverance.

Photo provided

Fox-Sohner learned of this story
while teaching high school mathemat-

ics. Some of the girls still had the im-
pression that math is difficult for
them because of their gender. In re-
sponse, she lectured on famous
women mathematicians, and the story
of Kovalevsky inspired her and her
students. The screenplay celebrates a
brave woman who fought for equality
and ultimately opened doors in edu-
cation for other women to follow. It
also celebrates those men, who, in the
19th century, made decisions based on
merit, not gender or ethnicity, often
risking their own careers to ensure
justice and fairness prevailed.

A resident of Moraga for 37 years,
Fox-Sohner is active in American As-
sociation of University Women -

Orinda-Moraga-Lafayette. She works
on the organization’s Tech Trek pro-
gram, the science and math camp for
middle school girls, and the annual
AAUW-OML STEM Conference at Saint
Mary’s College. Dr. Kristen Beck, for-
mer mathematics professor at Saint
Mary’s, was involved in the organiza-
tion of the STEM conference and pro-
vided accurate mathematical formu-
las for the screenplay.

Maria Sigrist, co-author, is a di-
rector in Switzerland. A co-producer
in Germany is also attached to this
project. A few additional producing
partners are needed before filming
can begin.

-J. Wake

Submit stories or story ideas to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com
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Coffee crisis & communlty collahoratlon at Papillon in Lafayette

Photo Sharon K. Sobotta

Jim Straw, Lauren Michelle Stevens, Papillon owner Betty Chuluun and Emilee Shoebottom
worked together to help a patron on March 23 at Papillon in Lafayette.

By Sharon K. Sobotta

Laughter, voices and stories
lingered inside the bustling
Papillon café in Lafayette on
March 23 as clusters of
friends, colleagues and com-
munity members had their
morning coffee.

Lauren Michelle Stevens,
a minister at the Lafayette
United Methodist Church,
chatted away with Jim Straw
and a few other people from
church when something
abruptly changed. Julia, who
has requested that we not use
her full name, stopped re-
sponding. “She’s usually
pretty talkative, so I knew
something wasn’t right,”
Stevens says. “We sent some-
one to get water for her and
then she stopped moving.”
Stevens called 911 and stayed
on the phone for eight long
minutes, while a number of
Papillon patrons stepped in
along with a few others from
neighboring Tutu’s.

Stevens is just getting
back to the pre-COVID weekly
ritual of a drop-in morning
coffee with congregants. She
and the others were chatting
when Julia mentioned being
dizzy. “She put her head

down and we kept an eye on
her and her husband went to
get her a glass of water,”
Stevens says. “We thought
maybe she’d had too much
coffee or that maybe she
should consult with her doc-
tor, but nothing seemed ur-
gent until she stopped mov-
ing, stopped responding and
seemed to stop breathing (for
a few seconds).” Stevens an-
swered questions for the 911
dispatcher, at various times
searching for a pulse and
saying Julia’s name.
Meanwhile, Lafayette City
Manager Niroop Srivatsa,
who was enjoying a beverage
outside when this happened,
rushed to neighboring Tutu’s
in search of a doctor. Srivatsa
didn’t find one, but her ef-
forts weren’t lost. When
Tutu’s patron Emilee Shoe-
bottom, who previously
worked at a hospital in Eng-
land and has been trained in
CPR, caught wind of what
happened, she left her friends
behind and rushed over to
lend a hand. By then, about
six minutes had passed and
Julia became responsive
again. Shoebottom crouched
down in front of Julia and
stayed there and talked to her

until EMS arrived.

Shoebottom says she was
happy to delay her breakfast
to help a community member.
“I think if you’ve had any
training or worked in a hos-
pital and something goes
wrong, you should do some-
thing,” Shoebottom says.

Straw paced back and
forth between the table
where the medical emergency
was happening and the door-
way of Papillon as he kept an
eye out for the EMS team.
“This is just a come as you are
drop-in coffee hour,” Straw
says. “I came today because I
was really looking forward to
a relaxing morning. Since the
pandemic a lot of us are ex-
cited to get out and congre-
gate again and find a sense of
community.”

As Straw kept a watchful
eye in each direction while
waiting for the ambulance to
arrive, Betty Chuluun, owner
of Papillon, cleared the path
between the door and the ta-
bles and also watched with
concern. “I was so scared. Her
face was turning gray. My
heart felt like it stopped,”
Chuluun recalls. “When she
started breathing again, I got
more relaxed. I'm glad that

she got help and I hope she
gets better soon.”

On top of being relieved
to see her customer get the
medical support she needed,
Chuluun was in awe of Papil-
lon patrons. “I'm so glad that
we have such great customers
that care so much about each
other.”

As Julia’s husband gath-
ered his things and prepared
to meet his wife at the hospi-
tal, he was also hopeful about
her recovery and counting his
blessings for the Good
Samaritans who stepped in to
help. “It’s much better that we
were here when this hap-
pened than at home by our-
selves,” Julia’s husband says.
“We had lots of good people
supporting us.”

Stevens reported that Ju-
lia received medical treat-
ment and is doing much bet-
ter. The incident did, how-
ever, teach Stevens some
things about emergency pre-
paredness that she’ll be fol-
lowing up on with business
owners on Lafayette Circle.
“The 911 dispatcher asked me
to have a defibrillator close
by just in case we needed it
because although she was
breathing and had a pulse,
she was unresponsive. It

seemed unclear if any of the
businesses in that center have
one,” Stevens says. “Jim
(Straw) would’ve grabbed one
from the church if necessary.
But, it’s on my list now to fol-
low up (with businesses about
that).”

Regarding the coffee hour
that turned out to be way less
relaxing than Stevens or the
others imagined it to be,
Stevens says she’s glad they
were together. “I do think that
if there’s an upside to this, it’s
that she was around so many
people who cared about her
(even if they didn’t know her)
who were willing to help.”

After the Papillon patron
was taken to the hospital by
ambulance, several others
deliberated over whether to
call 911 or the local fire de-
partment during an emer-
gency in Lafayette. Srivatsa
confirmed that when in
Lafayette, the number to call
for an emergency is always
911, regardless if the caller is
using a cell phone or a land-
line. As for the way in which
people came together to help
the distressed Papillon pa-
tron, Srivatsa says she’s not
surprised at all: “I'm im-
pressed,” she says. “That’s
Lafayette.”

Scouts at work

) e
Photo provided

Submitted by Rob Jacobus

Local Boy and Girl Scouts joined together on March 18, finishing

up work on March 19 to make repairs to the old school bus stop
in Orinda at the corner of Spring and Brookwood roads.

Communlty Service: we are pleased to make space
available whenever possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated
community service organizations to submit news and information
about their activities. Submissions may be sent to storydesk@lam-
orindaweekly.com with the subject header In Service to the

Community.

Share Your Celebrations and

Remembrances

If you would like to share an announcement about a special event
or achievement, such as a wedding, engagement, scholarship or
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graduation of a local resident, or about a special person from Lam-
orinda who has passed, send a photo along with your text (up to 250
words) to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com, and include “Celebra-
tions and Remembrances” in the subject line.

(925) 643-2026

www. SAspace.com

Or calf for an
appointment.
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Quality Hearing Aids e In Ear Monitors ® Ear Mold Impressions

FREE Initial Consultation

Now taking Blue Cross, Blue Shield and Medicare.

Dr. Erik M. Breitling,
Au.D., CCC-A, FAAA

3744 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite 100, Lafayette
(925) 262-4242 www.LamorindaAudiology.com
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Swim Plugs ® Comprehensive Diagnostic Adult Hearing Evaluations

Moraga man embarks on sixth marathon to benefit Joslin

Dlabetes Center
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Allie and Matt Curran
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Submitted by
Julia Demopoulos

In his early 20s, Matt Cur-
ran set a goal to one day
complete six marathons.
Now, in his late 40s, the
Moraga resident is about to
reach that goal and run his
final marathon on April 18.
Curran is running the
Boston Marathon as a
member of Team Joslin in
support of Joslin Diabetes
Center, a world-renowned
diabetes research and
treatment facility in Boston,
Mass., which holds a special
place in his family’s hearts.

Curran’s 12-year-old
daughter Allie has type 1
diabetes (T1D) and was di-
agnosed when she was just
3 and a half years old after
her preschool teachers no-
ticed her symptoms. Curran
and his wife, Sarah, were
not familiar with diabetes
at all. It wasn’t until they
looked deeper into their
family history that they dis-
covered Sarah’s great uncle
had passed away from T1D
at a very young age.

The Curran family was
familiar with Joslin’s work
and are friends with a run-
ner who has run with Joslin
in the past. Curran has also
done work with other dia-
betes organizations. He sits
on the board for Diabetes
Youth Families, which pro-
vides educational and
recreational programs for
people in the Type 1
community.

Despite growing up in
Vermont, with parents
raised in Framingham,
Mass., Curran has always
had a connection to Boston
and loved watching the
Marathon. He wanted to
run it himself one day and
decided that there was no
better time than now. His
sister Kelly passed away last
year and she would always
encourage him to run it. “I
thought, why wait?” Curran
said.

Curran has been enjoy-
ing the fundraising aspect
and thinks of it as a nice
motivator to get up every
day and continue his train-
ing. In running this
marathon, there are a few

goals that Curran hopes to
accomplish: He wants to
better understand Joslin
and the work they do in
hopes of deepening his
connection to them; he’d
like to dive deeper into the
research side of T1D and
see what they’re doing to
work toward a cure; and he
is also hoping the experi-
ence will bring his family
closer together. Curran has
extended family in Massa-
chusetts and throughout
the Northeast that will

be cheering him on. “I'm
really looking forward to
getting together with them
before the marathon so we
can all share stories,” Cur-
ran said.

Living with and man-
aging Type 1 Diabetes is not
easy, but the Curran family
hopes to continue to edu-
cate people about it. “We
are very grateful for Joslin’s
support and know their ef-
forts have helped Allie have
the freedom and indepen-
dence that was not avail-
able to others decades ago,”
Curran said.

For more information or to support Curran and Team Joslin, visit the link below:
https://www.givengain.com/ap/matt-curran-raising-funds-for-joslin-diabetes-center/
For more information about Joslin Diabetes Center, visit www.joslin.org
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Harrold Jones Rust Jr.

Dec. 14, 1929 — Jan. 8, 2022

Following a week surrounded by hymns and
prayers from his family, Harrold Jones Rust,
Jr., passed away peacefully at home in Moraga and
into the Lord’s embrace on Jan. 8. Harrold, known
as “Rusty” by all who knew him well, was born in
Saginaw, Michigan to Harrold Jones Rust Sr. and
Edna Needham Rust, Dec. 14, 1929.

By the time he was school age they had moved
to Jackson, Michigan where he encountered many
good friends and neighbors. His best friend was a
neighbor named Bill McConkie. Bill and Rusty
had many adventures together like building forts
or motorizing a go-cart (when Bill’s father wasn’t
using the motor to mow the lawn). Holidays were

Il M @Tﬁﬁi@mr)/

Barbara June (Rivers) Novogradac

other, wife, friend, real estate entrepreneur,

financial executive, and longtime Orinda
resident Barbara June (Rivers) Novogradac, 61,
passed away on Wednesday, March 16, 2022, after a
formidable battle with cancer.

Barbara had an inexhaustible zest for life,

typified by a skydiving adventure with her son
John just last summer in Truckee, California.
She was game for any adventure, whether it was
a spontaneous trip to New York City with her
daughter, Ellie, to see a Broadway musical, or
exploring London and Normandy with her son, C.J.
Barbara’s interests were full-spectrum—she was a
knitter, pianist, scrapbooker, sewist, cyclist, chicken
wrangler, car enthusiast, philanthropist, investor—and she loved to laugh. Barbara

usually spent with the families of his mother’s four sisters. Those wonderful memories
would lay the groundwork for his devotion to his own family in later years. One of
the highlights of his childhood was attending YMCA camp at Torch Lake in Northern
Michigan. He liked it so much he returned as a counselor for several summers.
Among other activities he taught sailing, which down the road he was to repeat with
his own sons on Lake Tahoe.

After graduating from Jackson High School, Rusty faced a pretty significant
decision. When he was settling in at the University of Michigan, he received news
that he was offered an appointment to Annapolis. U-of-M won his heart. He pledged
Psi Upsilon where he would develop lifelong friends. Besides the usual antics of frat
boys ... and he was president twice so he often had to answer for those antics ... they
developed an attractive “date bait”: They were able to flood the backyard of their frat
house in winter. It then froze and became a skating rink with which to entertain their
girlfriends.

Graduating in 1952 with a mechanical engineering degree, he attended
Officer candidate training school in Newport Rhode Island and two years in the
Navy followed. That was during the Korean War and his assignment was to a
manufacturing plant near Philadelphia where they designed and made elevators to
lift aircraft on a carrier to the deck as well as nets to catch aircraft as they landed.
Following the Navy, Rusty returned home, but not for long. He opened a new office
for Acme Industries, selling air conditioning systems, and moved to San Francisco.
That’s where he met his wife Diane one evening, when with his good friend Bill and
his new bride, he visited Diane’s roommates. They married Feb. 20, 1960 and moved
to Moraga in 1964. Their marriage lasted just short of 62 years until Rusty passed.

For Rusty, family was everything — each member deeply loved. Diane and he
had two boys, Harrold III and Bill, 2% years apart. As a dad, he devoted a great deal
of time to raising those boys. When they were learning math, he made flash cards;
when they were in Cub Scouts he helped them make the fastest cars for the Pinewood
Derby; when he was a plant manager for The Rucker Company he took them to
the plant and let them ride forklifts. It’s no wonder both boys earned mechanical
engineering degrees. For summer vacations he found some newly built lakeside
condos on the north shore of Lake Tahoe near Kings Beach. His family — grown to 10
now including two precious daughters-in-law (Margaret and Kayo) and six treasured
grandchildren (Megan, Spencer, Ashton, Hana, Noah and Elliot) — continue to return
there each summer for fun (and sailing) in the sun. That’s been over 55 years now.
He will be sorely missed this summer. He and Diane were stalwart season ticket
holders of Stanford Cardinal football. He was also a faithful sports fan for all his
grandchildren, attending countless events over the years.

If you wish to attend his Celebration of Life it will be held at 2 p.m. Saturday,
April 9 at Moraga Valley Presbyterian, 10 Valley Lane, Moraga. If you desire to
remember Rusty with a donation in his memory we suggest: Samaritan’s Purse/
Ukraine relief, PO box 3000, Boone, NC 28607-3000

enjoyed walks with her husband and dogs, Patches and Pebbles, visiting friends,
watching her children play sports, skiing, and traveling the world with her family. By
2013, she had visited all seven continents—including Antarctica.

Born in Portland, Oregon, Barbara attended high school in Dallas, Oregon,
where she was Student Body President. Barbara graduated from UC Berkeley in
1984 with a Bachelor of Science in Business, with a focus on accounting, and
began a public accounting career at Arthur Andersen & Co. In 1990, Barbara joined
Robert Half International where she rose to the position of Senior Vice President and
Controller. Barbara retired from Robert Half in 2001 to form a real estate investment
firm, Novogradac Investment Company, and was elected to the Robert Half Board
of Directors in 2009. At Robert Half, she mentored many staff and managers in their
careers, coaching them to do their best work for both the company and for themselves.

Barbara was a diligent student in college and her determination to succeed
led her to an economics tutor, Michael Joseph Novogradac who would, years later,
become her lifelong partner and husband. Barbara and Michael married in 1994 and
celebrated their 27th anniversary last September. The pride of Barbara’s life were her
three children, C.J., John, and Ellie.

Barbara never put herself first—she always took pleasure in caring for others,
her family, friends, and those yet to become her friends. She enjoyed a lifelong
relationship with a childhood friend and formed her cherished “Six Pack’ with five
other women with whom she shared many dinners, weekend vacations, and other
adventures together—including group trips to visit their children in college.

An enthusiastic class-parent volunteer, Barbara was active in Boy Scouts (Orinda
Troop 237), Girls Scouts, and the local chapter of the National Charity League, and
many other charitable organizations. She inspired many co-workers and others to
join her on the Waves to Wine bike ride, raising thousands of dollars to support the
National Multiple Sclerosis Society. She cared greatly about her community and spent
time making lunches and knitting blankets for homeless shelters.

Barbara’s family and friends will continue to love her deeply and she will be
missed enormously. Barbara is survived by her husband Michael, and their three
children, Charles Jackson, John Ross Jure, and Elizabeth June, and by her stepson,
Michael Joseph (Kat) Novogradac. She also leaves behind her mother Lois Roth,
brother Tim (Nancy) Rivers, and uncle Bill (Doris) Reynolds. She was preceded
in death by her father James Rivers, stepfather Gary Roth, and first husband Bruce
Forsberg.

A celebration of Barbara’s life and legacy is planned for late June in Northern
California. Inquiries may be sent to novogradac@msn.com.

Condolences may be mailed to Michael Novogradac, 244 Glorietta Blvd.,
Orinda, CA 94563.

Remembrances may be sent in memory of Barbara to the MikeRoweWORKS
Foundation, 1207 4th Street, PH1, Santa Monica, CA 90401 or at
https://www.mikeroweworks.org/donate/.
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Not to be missed ‘ Not to be missed ‘ Not to be missed ‘ Not to be missed ‘

Lamorinda Arts Alliance is
pleased to announce its
member show “Wellness &
Wellbeing” at the John Muir
Health Auxiliary Gallery at
John Muir Health, Aspen Cen-
ter, Walnut Creek, April 11 -
May 19. Soak in the power of
healing through art at the
Lamorinda Arts Alliance ex-
hibit. Wellness and wellbeing
are reflected in the artwork,
creating an ambiance of heal-
ing which is important to the
patients, their families and
friends, staff, volunteers, and
healthcare practitioners. The
show features 22 artists and
36 original artworks in pas-
tels, oils, acrylics, watercolors,
etchings, photography, mixed
media, and collage.

"Natural Abundance"
Blooms at Moraga Art
Gallery's new show April 13
through June 19 featuring
floral and scenic oil paintings
by member artist Jill Landau
and a collection of works by
Bay Area printmaker Donna
Brown, who specializes in
capturing joyous moments in
time, as when colorful birds
congregate on the tree out-
side her window. The public
is invited to view the art,
meet the artists, enjoy light
refreshments, hear live mu-
sic, and mingle with other art
lovers at a free reception on
Saturday, April 23 from 5 to 7
p.-m. The gallery, open from
noon until 5 p.m. from
Wednesday to Sunday, is lo-
cated at 432 Center Street in
Moraga's Rheem Shopping
Center. For more informa-

tion, visit www.moragaart-
gallery.com or call
925-376-5407

New show at Valley Art
Gallery: Talking Pictures
March 19 - May 7. Talking
Pictures, our latest edition, is
sure to extend our over 70-
plus-year tradition of pre-
senting the best of the best
East Bay artists — a record
we're quite proud of. So
please, drop by the gallery
and have a listen. 1661
Botelho Dr, Ste 110, Walnut
Creek,
www.valleyartgallery.org.

The Lamorinda Arts al-
liance is pleased to invite
members to submit their en-
try for the “Celebrating Sum-
mer” show at the Lindsay
Dirkx Brown Gallery. The Ex-
hibit Dates: Thursday, June 2
to Wednesday, June 29. The
Entry Period: Friday, April 1
to Friday, April 15. Reception:
Saturday, June 4 from 4 to 6
p-m. Registration Fee is $20
for LAA members
http://LAA4Art.org

MUSIC

The acclaimed Voci
Women’s Vocal Ensemble
presents Sacred Baroque, fea-
turing Pergolesi’s masterwork
Stabat Mater and other choral
treasures on Sunday, April 3
at 4 p.m. at St. Perpetua
Catholic Church, 3454 Hamlin
Road in Lafayette and on Sat-
urday, April 9 at 8 p.m. at St.
Mary Magdalen Church 2005
Berryman Street, in Berkeley.
Voci will be joined by Jubilate
Baroque Orchestra and

soloists Elysha Massatt and
Lisa Sanders. The program
also includes treasures from
Archedelt, Hasse, Legrenzi,
Palestrina and Porpora. Tick-
ets: $15-$30 at VociSings.org

LITERATRE

It’s back! The giant spring
book sale sponsored by the
Friends of Moraga Library
will be held on Saturday,
April 30 from 10 a.m. to 2
p-m. at the Moraga Library
(1500 St. Mary’s Road).

Books, CDs and DVDs in every
category will be sold at prices
ranging from 25 cents to $3.
Beginning at 1 p.m., a bag can
be purchased for $5 and filled
with all the books it can hold.
Proceeds from the sale are
used to fund library materials
and programs. See you there!

THEATER

Town Hall Theatre Lafayette
announces the second in their
“new voices” series-

“amé monos // let us love
each other” by Linda Maria
Girén April 1,2 & 8,9 at 8
p.m. TICKETS: $25. April 9 is
a Pay-What-You’d-Like
performance.

Happy Valley Elementary is
proud to welcome back its
annual musical! This year,
fourth- and fifth-graders will
perform “Cats the Musical.”
Performances are Wednes-
day, March 30 at 7 p.m.;
Thursday, March 31 at 5:30
p-m. and 7:30 p.m. All shows
are at the Acalanes High

School Performing Arts Cen-
ter. Cost is $15 for adults; $10
for students/children - gen-
eral admission seating. Link
to purchase tickets:

https://hvpc.membershiptoolkit.

com/form/m/178536

The Orinda Starlight Village
Players will be holding audi-
tions, by appointment only
(email info@orsvp.org), for
OrSVP’s season April 3 and 5.
Actors will be asked to read
from scripts. Prepared mono-
logues will not be required.
As of now, masks and proof of
vaccination will be required.
OrSVP, willing to train, is also
actively searching for volun-
teers interested in stage man-
aging, running lights and
sound for performances. The
first production of the season
will be Agatha Christie’s "To-
wards Zero," directed by Beth
Hooper. Performances are set
for June 3 through July 2, Fri-
day and Saturday evenings at
8:30 p.m.; Thursday, June 30
at 8 p.m.; and a Sunday mati-
nee June 26 at 4 p.m. Re-
hearsals start in April. For in-
formation, visit
WWW.orsvp.org, email
info@orsvp.org or call (925)
528-9225.

The Performing Arts De-
partment of Saint Mary’s Col-
lege presents the Saint Mary’s
College Dance Company an-
nual spring dance concert “In
the Slipstream.” Being in the
slipstream refers to the “tur-
bulence behind a moving ob-
ject that pulls us along." The
concert features Mod-
ern/Contemporary Dance,
Tap, West African, Dance

Lamorinda’s Religious Services

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church

433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422
www.holyshepherd.org

ONLINE WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Facebook Premiere Community Worship
every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Go to
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/

WORSHIP SCHEDULE In person worship
at 9:30 a.m. Live stream on
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/

Visit our website to access the current
and recent sermons.
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St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
An Open, Affirming & Loving Community
In-Person & Virtual service Sun. at 9:00 AM
If someone would like to be added to our Zoom invitation
please call 925-284-7420 or email cathy.w@stanselms.us
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, www.stanselms.us

ST MARK’S CHURCH
OF ORINDA & MORAGA

Sunday Service at 10 a.m.

. 451 Moraga Way, Orinda
'I':l www.stmarksorinda.org |
All Are Welcome

(925) 254-5965

WILLOWSPR)NG

Practical biblical teaching, contemporary
worship, come as you are.

www.willowspringchurch.com
1689 School St. Moraga | 925-376-3550

10:45 AM Sunday Service

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
24 Orinda Way (next to the Library)-925-254-4212
Sunday Services and Sunday School 10-11 am
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm

All are welcome
www.christianscienceorinda.org

Maoraga Valley Presbyterian Church

mvpce
JOIN US SUNDAYS AT 9:30

INDOORS & ON THE PATIO
OR ONLINE AT MYPCTODAY.ORG

\

Lafayette United Methodist Church
955 Moraga Road 925.284.4765 thelumc.org

Worship Services Sundays at 10 a.m.
Holy Week
Maundy Thursday - April 14
6 p.m. Worship Service
Good Friday - April 15
5-7 p.m. Sanctuary open for Prayer and Reflection
Easter Worship - April 17
Worship Services: 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.
Easter Brunch in between services at 9:30 a.m.

Please join us!
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COMMUNITY OF FAITH
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Theatre, Asian Dance and
Ballet Folklorico. The evening
culminates with a tribute to
our graduating seniors called
“Reposar la Juventud en la
Victoria (Standing in Your
Victory).” Thursday, May 5, 8
p.m.; Friday, May 6, 8 p.m.;
Saturday, May 7, 2 p.m. (also
live-streamed) Saturday, May
7, 8 p-m. LeFevre Theatre,
1928 Saint Mary's Road, Mor-
aga. For more information,
contact Tara Sundy, Perform-
ing Arts Department Coordi-
nator & Events Manager at
(925) 631-4670 or
tms8@stmarys-ca.edu.

OTHER

Acalanes High School Class
of 1971 - 50 year reunion.
April 9, at the Coop in LaFi-
esta Square. For more infor-
mation please contact: Kat-
rina Neblett Silvani
71Acalanes@gmail.com

Appreciating Diversity Film
Series presents “Coded Bias” a
diversity film series docu-
mentary on Thursday, March
24, from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m., on
Zoom from your own home.
As programmed by primarily
white, male computer scien-
tists, artificial intelligence
technology has been embed-
ded with the bias of its pro-
grammers. Cost: FREE; rsvp
and get free link to Q & A post
film discussion at website
http://diversityfilmseries.org
For more info see http://di-
versityfilmseries.org or call
510-599-9227 or email
jlchang1951@gmail.com.
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calendar@
lamorinda
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TOWN HALL THEATRE COMPANY
EDUCATION

SPRING BREAK CAMPS

Pre-K thru High School Part 2, Half Day Summer Camps and Classes
April 4-8, 2022 (final summer camps, May 11, 2022)

HALF-DAY CAMPS FULL-DAY CAMPS
Pre-K, K, 1st, 6-12th 2nd-5th grade

Come for a day or
for a full week of fun!

Adventure Day Camp
(Moraga)

. IDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL Celebrating 22 years! A traditional summer day camp

PLAYWRIGHTING for children ages 3-15. In a relaxed atmosphere,
children gain confidence and skills in a wide range

ACTING « RIAOI\{EE of camp activities including: swimming, horseback

riding, sailing, skateboarding, woodworking, science,

PLUS MUSICAL OF arts, sports, archery, drama, music, rock climbing,

hiking, overnight camping, and camp games.

Dates: June-August

(925) 937-6500 www.adventuredaycamp.com

Town Hall Theatre Company delea o
PYAWA RN YR i Berkeley Rep
Education@TownHallTheatre.com AR (Berkely)

Berkeley Rep is back in-person with our most popular
summer programs! Create your own play, musical,

or film, learn from award-winning professionals,

and become fully immersed in the world of theatre

A A regardless of experience level. The only requirement
Hﬂ HAGA is a mind open to imagination, collaboration, and lots
of fun!
D aV C a m p JR m www.berkeleyrep.org/school

Ages 4-6

Code Wizards See
(online) _ﬂ“
Live, online coding classes for Scratch, Python, and
Java. Code websites, games, and apps in every class.
Or choose our 1-week Minecraft camp for ages 11-18.
Small group classes with parent progress reports

¥
£' - . and course certification. The most fun and effective
4 ﬁ.. ol coding classes for kids, learn to code this summer!

L i '
Weekly CAMP cevizdhacony
June 13-July 28 www.codewizardshg.com/summer
R CONMMONS] '~
12pm to 5pm

(Moraga) ad
moragarec'com The Cougar Youth Football Camp directed by
Head Coach Kevin Macy for grades 4-8 is held at
Campolindo High School July 11-15 & July 18-22.
Cost is $500 with all equipment including T-shirt
supplied. Registration forms online.

Register at www. cougarcamps.com

Eclipse Soccer

Summer Soccer Camps - Eclipse Soccer Club will

be hosting half-day soccer camps this summer in

the Lamorinda area. The camps will mix a variety of
individual technical skill building activities with lots
of fun games to test the newly improved skills of the
players.

For more information, visit www.eastbayeclipse.com.

$50 OFF using the code LW50 at checkout

Join us to sing, dance, cook, paint,
and play games...jen espaiol!

Camps will be held at our language center and at Lady Mats Girls Basketball Camp
For kids from 5 to 10 (Orinda)

info@vivaelespanol.org www.vivaelespanol.org 925-962-9177 f @ The Lady Mats camp will focus on teaChing basketball
skills and fundamentals. The camp will have sessions

in August for 3rd to 5th grades and 6-8th grades. All
camps will be run at Miramonte HS by the Miramonte
coaching staff and current and former players.

Dates: 7/25-7/29 and 8/1 - 8/5.
vwirthman@hotmail.com Phone: (510) 504-5683

Summer Impove your
A ) O N 'S et
iR

July 18-21 and Have

YOUTH FOOTBALL ACADEMY

Halt Day CAMPS

Ballplayer Olympics
(Moraga)

Bigger & Better for 2022! Full day outdoor multi-sport
camp + giant inflatable slide and obstacle course!
New batting cage & pitching machine too. Great
coaches that bring the FUN! Lunch included. Full
week & single day options.

www.bayareaballplayers.com
bayareaballplayers@gmail.com

Camp Commons seo
(Moraga) _ﬂ“

Camp Commons is a new afternoon program
designed to engage the minds, bodies, and spirits
of campers ages 5-10 around a central weekly
theme. Mon. - Thurs. 12pm-5pm. Location: Moraga
Commons Park
Dates: Jun 13-17, Jun 20-24, Jun 27 - Jul 1, Jul 11-15,

Jul 18-22, Jul 25-29
(925) 888-7045, www.moragarec.com

Community Center Spring Classes &
Summer Camps (Lafayette)

Art, soccer, cooking, dance, science, engineering,
LEGOs, tennis, robotics, basketball, carpentry, singing,
chess and more! Registration open. Dates: various
dates and times available.

Phone: (925) 284-2232
www.LafayetteRec.org

DONS Youth Football Academy see
(Lafayette) ad

The Dons Summer Football Academy, run by current
Acalanes coaches, will teach fundamentals, develop
skills, and help kids with the transition to tackle
football in a fun, fast-paced, non-padded and non-
contact environment. Both skilled position players
and linemen from 4th to 8th grade should attend.
Cost is $200. July 18th-21st 3p.m.-5 p.m.
www.acalanesdonsfootball.com, email:
acalanesblue@gmail.com

Firecracker Math
(Lafayette)

Summer MATH Camp in Lafayette for kids ages 6-16.
We offer both half-day and full-day options (with
fun activities in the afternoon). Monthly online open
houses.

For more information and to sign up visit
www.firecrackermath.org,

info@firecrackermath.org or call (510) 488-4556.

Lamorinda Lacrosse See
(Orinda) L"I‘

Summer Day Camp Co-Ed 8U-14U held at the Wilder
fields in Orinda. Full gear is required, and the cost is
$425. Register online.

Dates: July 11-July 15

Time: 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

https://lamorindalacrosse.leagueapps.com/

Serious Fun LMYA swim team is a competitive, recreational summer swim team that offers dedicated coaching and technique

instructions to swimmers of all ages and skill levels.

Registration is open at www.Imyaswim.com

Register at: www.acalanesdonsfootball.com
Click on YOUTH CAMP! $200.00 for the week.
The camp is open to boys and girls, grades 4th-8th grade.
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Lorne Smith’s Super Summer Evening LAX Camp see

(Lafayette) _ﬂ“
A unique lacrosse experience learning new skills and playing fun no
contact games. Each session will be made up of practicing stick skills,
learning some new team concepts, fun competitions, and organized
free play for grades 1st to 6th at Acalanes high school stadium field.
June 6 -15. MW 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

www.lornesmithlacrosse.com

MVPC Vacation Bible School
(Moraga)

Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church is offering a week- long camp June
6-10 from 9 a.m. to noon. Dust off your boots, saddle up your steed,
and gallop on over to Saddle Ridge Ranch where we'll be roundin’up
some of the tough questions kids have about faith and drivin’home the
answers straight from God’s Word. Dates: June 6-10, 2022, Time: 9am to
Noon

Register by May 15 www.mvpctoday.org

Nature Camp
(Orinda)

Ages 6-12. Have fun exploring creeks and ponds, meadows and woods
and discovering the oldest ranch in Orinda, the Wagner Ranch Nature
Area. Also enjoy hikes, climbs, games, and crafts. This is a fully outdoor,
unplugged and in-nature experience! Half-day and full-day options.
Counselors-In-Training for grades 8-9.

www.fwrna.org contact Brad: FWRNATreasurer@gmail.com,

(925) 348-6707

Randy Bennett Day Camps
(Moraga)

The Randy Bennett Day Camps held at Saint Mary’s College in University
Credit Union Pavilion are a great way for boys and girls grades K-8th to
receive top-class instruction on every aspect of the game, led by Coach
Bennett and his staff. Morning, afternoon and full day options available.
Day Camps in June 13-17,20-24, 27-July 1/ July 11-15 (K-6)

www.smcmensbasketballcamps.com/

Sherman Swim School
(Lafayette)

Sherman Swim School is a family business which has taught swimming
to over 40,000 students and has produced numerous diving champions
since 1961. Our springboard diving program runs year-round offering
lessons and team.

Diving information is available online at shermanswim.com where you
may download a diving lesson request form.

SMC Soccer Camp
(Moraga)

A variety of soccer camps tailored for all ages and abilities! We offer
half-day and full-day Youth Camps and Elite ID Camps. Head Coach
Theresa Romagnolo hand selects and trains her staff, composed of top-
level coaches and collegiate players. All instructors have been chosen
for their extensive knowledge of the game and their enthusiasm to
work with young athletes.

Register at www. sSmcwomenssoccercamps.com

Spanish Immersion Summer Camps See
(Lafayette) ad ‘

Learn or improve Spanish language skills at Viva el Espafiol through
games, music, arts and crafts, science projects and cooking. During
each weeklong camp students learn vocabulary related to a specific
kid-friendly theme such as Adventures at the Reservoir or Rainforest
Expedition. Full day, 9 a.m.- 3 p.m.

Before/after-care available. Half-day options also available.

(925) 962-9177  www.vivaelespanol.org

Town Hall Theatre See
(Lafayette) ad ‘

Town Hall Education is holding Summer Camps running May-August!
With six different sessions for PreK- 1st graders, 2nd-5th graders, and
Middle School-High School. Join us for single or multi-week camps, get
up to 20% off with our summer sibling discount or multi-class discount!
Tuition assistance is available. Come have fun and shine this summer at
Town Hall Theatre!

www.townhalltheatre.com/summer-2022

Did we miss your favorite camp? On May 11 we will include a final summer
camp list. Reach 60,000+ in Lamorinda and advertise with us.
Call (925) 377-0977 or email wendy@lamorindaweekly.com.

www.lamorindaweekly.com

CAMPS
2022

Halt Day CAMPS

925-377-0977 LAMORINDA WEEKLY Page: B7
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SUMMER CODING
CAMPS AND CLASSES

"FOR AGES 8-18 |
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A CANPOLINCOD HIGH S22 L
GRADES 5 — 8, SEPARATED BY GRADE

DATES: July 11-15 & July 18-22 TIMES: 1:30 —5:00 P.M.
FEES: $500 (T-shirt included)

FOR REGISTRATION GO TO: cougarcamps.com

Now accepting registrations!

SCAN ME
Registration is open for our
Summer Day Camp
Boys and Girls 8U-14U

DATES: July 11-July 15
TIME: 9:00AM-2:00PM

COST: $425.00

Full gear is required.

Character. Competition. .
Please bring water and sunscreen

Discipline. Fun.
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SUPER SUMMER EVENING LAX CAMP
JUNE 6,8, 13,15 6:30-8:30PM

FOR GRADES Ist-5th | BOYS & GIRLS WELCOME | ALL LEVELS OF PLAY
ACALANES HIGH SCHOOL STADIUM FIELD

STICK SKILLS | SHOOTING | SUPER FUN GAMES
e No Pads | Soft Balls | Just Bring A Stick
e Learn Skills & Play No Contact Games
e Split Up By Age & Experience For FUN Lacrosse!

COACHES: Acalanes Head Coach Lorne Smith & Current Acalanes
HS Players & Assistant Coaches

COST: $120
SIGN UP: www.lornesmithlacrosse.com

Happy Valley 5, '
Elementary School o
luuuuunu M
}“ ““ . ”‘*mn
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“ggun’ﬂ:

LEARN MORE AND REGISTER | WWW.LORNESMITHLACROSSE.COM
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UGSF Benioff Children’s Hospitals

Sports Medicine Center for Young Athletes

925-377-0977
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Sophia Kosturos — An athlete whose goal is to treat athletes

| e

Photos UCLA athletics
By Jon Kingdon

Going back to the 1960
Olympics when a 13-year-old
from Lafayette, Donna de
Varona, swam in Rome, there
have been numerous women
from Lamorinda who have
found great success in the
pool in swimming, diving, wa-
ter polo and synchronized
swim.

Continuing that tradition
at UCLA is junior Sophia Kos-
turos — a graduate of Mira-
monte High School. At the Pa-
cific XII conference swimming
tournament, Kosturos swam
in three individual (50 free,
100 free, 100 back) and four
relay races (back stroke in the
200 and 400 medleys and 200
and 400 free style) amassing a
personal best 48 points for the
Bruins. “That was the most
points I ever scored, and it
was the first time I had made

it into the final eight in a
race,” Kosturos said.

Kosturos, whose goal has
been to advance to the NCAA
championship, missed by one
spot as a freshman and this
year came agonizingly close to
moving on in her best event,
the 100 backstroke. “It was a
bummer that my event had so
many top competitors in it,”
Kosturos said. “I missed it by
3/100’s of a second which was
so small, it was very frustrat-
ing. The cutoff to make it to
the NCAA was at 40 and I fin-
ished in 41st.”

Like so many growing up
in Lamorinda, Kosturos began
swimming at the age of 6 with
rec swimming, in her case at
the Orinda Country Club
which she participated in
through the eighth grade. “It
was a lot of fun training with
people that would become my
best friends, spending the
whole summers with them,”
Kosturos said. “It sparked my
love for the sport and allowed
me to make friends who re-
main my friends to this day. I
first became friends with Kat-
rina Drake and Giorgio Alle-
sandria when we were young
and now we’re attending
UCLA where I am swimming,
and Katrina plays for the
women’s water polo team and
Giorgio plays for the men’s
water polo team.”

After her time at the
Orinda Country Club, Kosturos
went on to swim with Orinda
Aquatics and then with the
Crow Canyon Country Club
along with swimming at Mi-
ramonte. Despite no longer

swimming for OCC, Kosturos
served as a swim coach there
every year through high
school: “T attribute much of
my success in the pool to my
OCC Coach Steve Haufler. He
taught me how to be the
swimmer I am today.”
Kosturos still holds the
California high school record
in the 100-yard backstroke set
in 2019 and now has two
school records at UCLA in the
200 and 400 medley relays.
Kosturos, who describes
herself as a sprinter, special-
izing in the events up to 100
yards, has shown a lot of im-
provement, dropping half of a
second in the 50 free event.
“That may not seem a lot but
in the 50 free it’s a lot,” Kos-
turos said. “I'm hoping for the
NCAA to make the 100 indi-
vidual medley an event which
was particularly big at the
OMPA and is why I'm so good

at it and why I love it so much.

It’s just a full-on sprint.”

She attributed her overall
improvement at UCLA to the
weightlifting program that the
team does multiple times a
week, something that is not
recommended for high school
swimmers as their bodies are
still developing. “It has
helped me a lot as I have got-
ten so much stronger, mostly
in my arms along with im-
proving my technique,” Kos-
turos said.

A psycho-biology major,
Kosturos was a CSCAA Scholar
All-American First team in
2020-21 and is planning on a
career in sports medicine.
Whether she decides on going

cian’s assistant school, Kos-
turos plans on working with
athletes. “I'm really interested
in treating injuries having
suffered injuries that I have
had to deal with and going to
rehab every week for preven-
tive and rehab treatment,”
Kosturos said.

Her appreciation for the
proper treatment of athletes
goes back to her time at Mira-
monte when she was treated
by the Matadors’ trainer, John
Grigsby. “I had a bad ankle
during my club season, and he
helped me a lot. He is a great
athletic trainer and a great
guy.”

Kosturos and her family
have been something of an
institution in Lamorinda and
Miramonte. Her parents were
both Miramonte graduates
with her father, Tommy, going
on to play football and rughy
at Cal and her mother, Katie,
running track at Chico State.
According to Kosturos’s uncle,

Kendall Langan, there are 20
members of the extended
family that graduated from
Miramonte. The family was
also very much involved with
the OMPA meets as Kosturos’
grandfather and uncle were
both OMPA directors at some
point.

Contrary to Thomas
Wolfe’s novel, “You Can’t Go
Home Again,” Kosturos is still
a Lamorindan at heart. “I
loved my childhood and
growing up in Lamorinda be-
cause my parents grew up
here as well. With my parents
being athletes and having
graduated from Miramonte, I
loved that I was able to follow
their path, going on to UCLA. I
love being able to say I'm
from the area and will always
cherish my childhood years
there. With so many of my
family in the area, I'm sure
that they’ll never get rid of all
of us throughout Lamorinda.”

—
L M YA SWI m < Summer Swim Team begins May 3"

Parent Informational Meeting

late April

LMYA SWIM TEAM

Registration Now Open

- Sunday Stroke Clinics begin March 6"
(stroke specific sessions)

< April Conditioning begins April 12t

(get in swim shape!)

www.Imyaswim.com
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15 Tyler Vlneyard splkmg, 26 Patrlck Volk, 50

Gabe Goeller, 11 Andrew Pak
By Jon Kingdon

If there is one thing that the
volleyball teams in Lamorinda
have in common, it’s how they
are all pointed to the future.
Campolindo head coach David
Chan is cautiously optimistic
about his team’s performance:
“We are ranked highly in the
state but there is so much
more that we need to do to
solidify that.”

Acalanes head coach
Mark Passalacqua is taking a
long-term perspective: “We’re
creating a new culture and it’s
going to take a while before it
all comes together.”

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Lamormda Volleyball teams are Works in progress

serving

It’s youth and inexperi-
ence that Miramonte head
coach Michael Sami is con-
fronting: “We have a very
young team and most of the
players have just began play-
ing the game and because of
COVID-19, we missed a lot of
practice time."

Campolindo

“Skill-wise, we’re getting
there as a group,” Chan said.
“The culture of the group has
been really good and that
starts with the team’s leader-
ship. We have a big team
physically — one of the tallest
teams we’ve ever had, and we
have a large number of play-
ers. That culture has really

Campolindo’s Brian Thomas

925-377-0977

defined our group, due to the
virus.”

An early season tourna-
ment in San Diego against a
number of top teams proved
to be an eye-opening experi-
ence for Chan and the team.
“We knew what our strengths
could be, and our weaknesses
were exposed. It showed us
what we really needed to
work on.” The players have
shown themselves to be quick
learners with a current record
of 16-4.

The roster has brought on
a basketball player (Tyler
Vineyard) and a football
player (Tyrone Tuavale) who
are bhoth first year players.

15 Eric Moen

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

“Even though they have not
played a lot of volleyball, their
value and contributions have
helped us,” Chan said. “They
have a work ethic and drive
that is something valuable
that we have been able to
use.”

Josh Ewert has been lead-
ing the team on the court.
“Josh is the heavy lifter on the
team as the players learn our
game and figure out our sys-
tem,” Chan said. “At some
point, we are going to have
our other players contribute.
It’s just a matter of time when
we will be holding everyone
accountable, and they will be
able to carry their own weight

Photos Jon Kingdon
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which will allow us to open up
our game.”

The Cougars have a lot of
size that they can call upon.
“We have the size but if your
size is not fast or disciplined
at the net, that can hurt you,”
Chan said. “If your ball con-
trol is shaky against a team
that has good defense and
serving, they will pick you
apart, so it gave us an under-
standing as to what we need
to do. Our captains Brian
Thomas and Patrick Volk have
done an excellent job in lead-
ing the team.”

Andrew Pak has been
solid as the team’s setter.
Graham Volk, who can also be
an effective setter, has been
called upon to fill the role as
the team’s libero. “Graham
can run our offense, but we
need him on defense in our
back row,” Chan said. “For us
to be successful, it’s going to
come down to our service de-
fense and our defense with
our first touch. For most of
these kids, they have lost half
of their career. We want them
to have an experience, an op-
portunity for them to recoup
something they’ve lost.”
Acalanes

The Dons have had an ex-
cellent turnout with 50 play-

rs. “We been able to have a
varsity, JV and freshman
team,” Passalacqua said. “My
philosophy is to combine John
Wooden and Phil Jackson to-
gether. It’s a mental game
with a lot of fundamentals.”

This is an inexperienced
team with half of the starters
being first year players. De-
spite this, the Dons have not
been shut out in any of their
losses.

.. continued on Page C3

Karate & Fitness USA members return with medals from SoCal
Karate Champlonshlps

Kumite.

Eight team members returned
with a total of 13 Medals: four
Gold, five Silver and four Bronze.
Super Star of the Day Chloe Paras
Double Gold Medal in Kata and

Chloe (Gold Kata, Gold Kumite);
Miles (Silver Kata, Silver Kumite);
Wayne (Silver Kata, Gold Kumite);
Adeeb (Bronze Kata, Gold Kumite);
Paroma (Bronze Kata, Bronze Ku-
mite); Sophia (Silver Kumite);
Ethan (Silver Kata); and Parsa
(Bronze Kumite).

Submitted by Karate & Fitness USA

-ﬂlwh

Photos provided

Stanley 8th-Grade A Team goes
undefeated, wins tournament

son with a Championship Win
Wednesday evening, March 9, in the 8A
Boys Tournament held at the Martinez
Middle School gymnasium.

Submitted by Tim Jones

Under the tutelage of coach Adam
Perry, Stanley Middle School basketball

A Team finished their undefeated sea-

Photo provided

Science Tutoring by Stanford Grad./
Credentialed Teacher/Prof,, 15 yrs exp.:
MoragaAcademicConsulting.com

| House Cleaning |

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

% Ken’s Rototilling
i + 4 W/D Tractors
.ﬁ* « Hillside Weed Cutting
+ Mowing - Discing « Rototilling
« Brush Removal Abatement
To Fire Dept Regulations
Free estimates! 925-938-9836

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

Brush Removal &
Tree Trimming

to satisfy Moraga Orinda

Fire District’s regulations
Free estimates!
925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured.
CA#667491

www.kensrototilling.com

Custom Quality Fencing

S KEN'S

t: | 3 " REDWOODFENCING

_..’-i‘” . i‘ﬁ; 925.938-9836

* Good Neighbor Fence

» Deer Fencing

« Picket/Split Rail

* RV Gates

« Trellis and Arbors

* Retaining Walls
 Insurance/Storm Repairs

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

Science Tutoring Brush Removal Fencing and More

Java Fence (925) 957 1628
Decks, Hog Wire, Arbors,
Stairs, Trellis, Deer Fence,

Chicken coop, Green house

CCL 880556, Free Est

Structural Repairs

Since 1989
Alameda Engineering
DRAINAGE SYSTEMS
RETAINING WALLS
FOUNDATIONS
UNDERPINNING
LANDSLIDE REPAIRS
510-537-6550

General Engineering Contractors
Lic. # 562641

alamedaengineering@comcast.net

alameda-engineering.com

Handyman

Quetzal Handyman

NO JOB TOO SMALL
1 Electrical, plumbing,
. concrete, driveways & more...
Please call Carlos Toledo
510-689-7490

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

WE HOP TO m

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters
Cliff 510-697-1125

$15 per 1/2" classified ad height. Email to:

classified@lamorindaweekly.com
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Lamorinda volleyball teams are works in progress

... continued from Page C2

“The team has been improv-
ing and coming together, but
it’s going to be a little while
before we really gel; but every
week, we're getting better and
better,” Passalacqua said.

“We’re playing with a lot of
heart. The newer guys are
doing well, but they’re still
building up their instincts and
I'm very happy in the way that
have improved the last several
months.”

Leading the offense on
the front line have been Eric
Moen, Liam Bodner and
Tommy Biekert. “Moen has
been equally good on the front
and back row,” Passalacqua
said. “Bodner is also a great
passer and Biekert has been
solid and will be playing for

Concordia in Irvine next year.
Aaron Alvira and Joe Castelli
have shown great vertical as
well.” The setters have been
freshman Avyn Morales and
senior Cole Regan, who are
still getting up to speed.

The defense is still im-
proving, according to Pas-
salacqua: “Our blocking is
getting there. We have good
diggers and we’re working on
a back row attack. Liam Hill
has been everywhere on our
defense along with Liam
Stancik.”

Passalacqua attributed the
large numbers that turned out
for the team this year to “lots
of open gyms and our players
telling their friends about the
team. We’re trying to bring
players from other sports to
come out for the team. Right

now, we have four freshmen
basketball players playing for
us. This has been a real op-
portunity for the players to
play as soon as possible and
learn that it’s a fun sport.”

The captains on the team
are Bieker, Moen and Bodner.
“They, along with seniors like
Grant Silveri have done a
good job in picking things up
and helping to keep the play-
ers in line,” Passalacqua said.
“My assistant coaches Alan
Go, who is a great technical
coach, and Lexi Hammer have
done a great job with the
players.”
Miramonte

For the Matadors and
Coach Sami, it’s been a work
in progress. Despite the lack
of success on the court, Sami
remains optimistic and looks

forward to improvement in
the future. “We have a lot of
potential and should be much
improved the next couple of
years,” Sami said. “The season
has been going by quickly.”
With the coronavirus
wreaking such havog, it has
really limited the develop-

ment of the players, Sami said:

“Some of the players are still
learning the concepts of
volleyball.”

There are not a lot of
players with real game expe-
rience on the team. Senior,
Kian Sami, a co-captain and
the coach’s son is one of the
returners to the team, playing
both as an outside hitter and
setter and has been a solid
player along with middle
blocker Colin Morris-
McDermott who has also been

Wednesday, March 30, 2022

a force on the front line along
with Emiliano Boyd.

Sami is looking forward to
the development of junior Jon
Marc Mosher as he continues
to get more playing time.
“Jon-Marec is new to the
game,” Sami said. “He has
good height and should be
very effective next season.”

Seniors Ethan Lee and
Yuji Watanabe have consistent
players on the Matador’s
defense.

With four freshmen and
four sophomores on the JV
team, there is cause for future
optimism. It’s going to take a
large commitment after the
season for the team to take the
next step. “Most of the players
will need to play a lot more in
the off-season to improve,”
Sami said.

Vibe Volleyball competes at Northern California Volleyball Association

e

‘“_"
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R Submitted by Jenifer Lamken Paul

The Vibe Volleyball 17 Black team placed in the Gold Division at

t P the Northern California Volleyball Association (NCVA) Power

League Championships held in Reno, Nev., March 5-6. Vibe 17
Black was the only 17s team to have started playing this year in
Bronze, moving through Silver, and ending their impressive sea-

{- son as No. 7 in the Gold Division. This cohesive team, led by their

excellent coach, Kevin Ishizu, is full of camaraderie on and off the

court and has players from high schools in the greater Lamorinda
area: Acalanes, Campolindo, Las Lomas, Miramonte, and North-

gate.

- Photo provided

From left, back row: Kaylin Ishizu, Bella Yun, Mara
Korzeniowska, Brittany Soun, Hanna Hageboeck, Madison
Preciado, Ryann Jones, Coach Kevin Ishizu; front row: Maya
Paul, Kylie Choi, Lauren Philips, Kalena King; not pictured:
Sofie Foster, Chloe Stemmerich

SHOP ORINDA

Zamboni’s

PIZZA COMPANY

1 Camino Sobrante
(925) 254-2800

We’re right across the street from
Orinda Safeway!

Thin Crust &
Deep Dish Pizza

Delicious pizza, calzones and salads!
Slices at Lunch (11a - 4p)

Call for takeout or delivery!

We’re open M-Th 11a—-9:00p
everyday! Fri —Sat 11a—9:30p
Sundays 11a - 8:30p

FREE local delivery! ($15 min)

Shop Orinda!

At the NEW and LIKE NEW
Consignment Store Boutique

Park Place ™%

WEALTH ADWVISORS, IMNC.

A Registered Investment Advisor

e Retirement & Income Planning e Estate Planning
¢ Charitable Planning ¢ Educational Funding
401K Rollover Specialists
18 Orinda Way, Orinda ¢ 925-254-7766

Registered Principals with and Securities offered through Securities America, Inc.
Member FINRA, SIPC. Park Place Wealth Advisors Inc. and Securities America are separate entities

200 off
EVERYTHING

. in store in

February

Moertsoilin e e oo

Ormda (3 Lowest Gas Prlces

22 Bryant Way - Next to Casa Orinda

Mon-Sat5am-12am;
Sun6am-11 pm

MARK BELLINGHAM
PAINTING

HIRE A LOCAL NAME YOU
CAN TRUST

925-247-0092

MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Interior & Exterior Painting Deck & Fence Restoration
Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinet Painting Dry Rot Repair
Light Carpentry Drywall Repair

For a Quick Preliminary Estimate
Email Photos of Project to:
Office@MarkBellinghamPainting.com

See our Reviews on NextDoor, Houzz & YELP

Local Business Owner - Since 1985 - Licensed & Insured

Check Out Our New
Home and Garden
Books for Spring.

Serving Lamorinda since 1976
Books,
Gifts & Music

276 Village Square,
Orinda

925 - 254 - 7606
S Open Mon. - Sat., 10:00 - 5:00

Hours:

The UPS Store [

Our location:
21 Orinda Way Ste C
Orinda, CA 94563

Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00
Sat 9-5, Sun closed

To advertise on Shop Orinda

call 925.377.0977

v" Shipping v'Notary Services
v’ Copying, Finishing v Postal Services

v/ Printing Services v Business Services

store2643@theupsstore.com
www.theUpsStorelLocal.com/2643
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

Plant for Peace

p e i 9 i =50 NN 3
Marsh rosemary (Limonium), also called sea
lavender makes an excellent dried flower.

By Cynthia Brian

“Lose yourself in nature and find peace.”~
Ralph Waldo Emerson

Between the pandemic, the Russian-
Ukrainian war, and, for me, a frightening
family medical emergency, 2022 has been
tumultuous and tough. Everyone is feeling
the pain regardless of any city, county, or
country residence. Anxiety and stress mount
daily as news of the world become ever des-
perate, depressing and diabolical.

Buttery, yellow freesia are also fragrant.

Increased research indicates that nature-
based activities are an excellent therapeutic
intervention to ease our mental and physical
stress. Whether it is a walk in the park,
forest-bathing, hugging a tree, smelling the
jasmine, or weeding your garden, taking a
break with the beauty of the natural envi-
ronment is an essential element in keeping
us well. Listening to bird songs, the croaking
of frogs, the lapping of waves, or the trickling
of a fountain all have positive effects on our
health. We’ll lower our blood pressure and
decrease levels of the stress hormone cortisol

=4

,_.!.'1 B

b

T

»

Lamorinda Home Sales .. read on Page D2

spectacular cobalt spires of Pride of Madeira.

as we awaken our senses outdoors.

Standing in solidarity with the people of
Ukraine, I continue to embrace the colors of
blue and yellow. Perhaps because I'm look-
ing for those colors, they seem to be every-
where, and I am shooting photos. This week
I’'m enjoying the tiny, starred cerulean of
Blue-Eyed grass as well as the ubiquitous
buttery blooms on freesia. Marsh rosemary
(Limonium, sea lavender), nasturtiums, and
sedum carpet hillsides and paths reminding
me of the courage of the Ukrainians.

... continued on Page D8



VLATKA BATHGATE

IF I HAD A BUYER FORYOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?
Call me at 925 597 1573

Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com
CalBRE#01390784

s in &
VLATKA GETS RESULTS ALL OVER THE EAST BAY

COMING SOON 115 El Toyonal, Orinda

Sale Pending over asking
522 Moraga Way, Orinda

Representing Seller Representing Seller

VLATKA CAN HELPYOUWITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.
WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

©2021 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

City Last reported Lowest amount Highest amount
LAFAYETTE 8 $490,000 $3,950,000
MORAGA 10 $438,000 $2,880,000
ORINDA 5 $1,800,000 $2,700,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

4041 Happy Valley Road, $3,425,000, 4 Bdrms, 2358 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 02-10-22

3340 Johnson Road, $3,950,000, 4 Bdrms, 5132 SqFt, 1936 YrBlt, 02-11-22,
Previous Sale: $1,350,000, 07-29-15

1048 Leland Drive, $1,706,500, 3 Bdrms, 1831 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 02-15-22,
Previous Sale: $383,000, 06-01-91

300 Lowell Lane, $3,950,000, 3 Bdrms, 2322 SqFt, 1969 YrBlt, 02-07-22

546 Morecroft Road, $2,200,000, 4 Bdrms, 2861 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 02-18-22,
Previous Sale: $1,180,000, 08-01-13

1 Mountain View Lane, $3,535,500, 3 Bdrms, 4132 SqFt, 1988 YrBlt, 02-18-22,
Previous Sale: $959,000, 04-13-99

3182 Old Tunnel Road #D, $490,000, 896 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 02-16-22,
Previous Sale: $407,500, 05-14-15

1968 Reliez Valley Road, $1,800,000, 4 Bdrms, 2727 SqFt, 1975 YrBlt, 02-10-22,
Previous Sale: $675,000, 02-04-09

MORAGA

2067 Ascot Drive #245, $438,000, 1 Bdrms, 790 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 02-17-22,
Previous Sale: $202,500, 05-24-01

3 Benedita Place, $1,366,000, 3 Bdrms, 2095 SqFt, 1984 YrBlt, 02-14-22,
Previous Sale: $1,070,000, 09-03-21

108 Brookline Street, $1,375,000, 3 Bdrms, 1819 SqFt, 1983 YrBlt, 02-07-22,
Previous Sale: $775,000, 08-12-08

777 Camino Ricardo, $2,652,000, 5 Bdrms, 2831 SqFt, 1965 YrBIt, 02-14-22

61 Hardie Drive, $2,475,000, 4 Bdrms, 2449 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 02-10-22

2 Moraga Valley Lane, $2,880,000, 3 Bdrms, 2793 SqFt, 1999 YrBlt, 02-08-22,
Previous Sale: $1,423,500, 04-28-08

1127 Rimer Drive, $2,125,000, 4 Bdrms, 2308 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 02-08-22,
Previous Sale: $270,000, 12-01-87

264 Sandringham Drive, $1,775,000, 3 Bdrms, 1901 SqFt, 1989 YrBlt, 02-18-22

34 Sea Pines Street, $1,495,000, 3 Bdrms, 2828 SqFt, 1981 YrBlt, 02-08-22

1744 Spyglass Lane, $1,360,000, 3 Bdrms, 1819 SqFt, 1985 YrBlt, 02-15-22,
Previous Sale: $265,000, 07-01-86

ORINDA

69 Hillcrest Drive, $2,700,000, 4 Bdrms, 2887 SqFt, 1946 YrBlt, 02-10-22

139 La Cuesta Road, $1,800,000, 5 Bdrms, 2358 SqFt, 1944 YrBlt, 02-11-22,
Previous Sale: $1,342,000, 11-22-16

87 Muth Drive, $2,065,000, 4 Bdrms, 1825 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 02-18-22,
Previous Sale: $784,000, 08-25-04

65 Sleepy Hollow Lane, $1,800,000, 4 Bdrms, 1784 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 02-07-22,
Previous Sale: $1,200,000, 06-19-18

22 Valencia Road, $1,870,000, 3 Bdrms, 2777 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 02-16-22,
Previous Sale: $1,037,500, 05-13-13
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ADAM HAMALIAN

925.708.5630
DRE# 01917597

3719 ROSE COURT, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $2,795,000
J. DEL SANTO/T. FRECHMAN | 925.818.5500

CAROLYN WAY

925.890.4115
DRE# 00947460

CHRISTINA LINEZO

3485 STAGE COACH DRIVE, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $2,895,000
LISATICHENOR | 925.285.1093

415.425.3085

DRE# 01964989

JOY WIEHN

817 ASHLEY LANE, WALNUT CREEK
SOLD FOR $4,125,000
DON & PAMELA COLOMBANA 925.878.8047

415.377.1884
DRE# 02047712

KAAREN BRICKMAN

750 CAMINO RICARDO, MORAGA
SOLD FOR $1,700,000
MATT MCLEOD | 925.464.6500

925.351.5049
DRE# 01932119

LAUREN DEAL

HURLBUT TEAM LORI LEGLER

- e b

LISATICHENOR

925.876.4671

DRE#02060294

925.285.1093

DRE# 01478540

925.286.1244
DRE# 00805732

MATT MCLEOD

925.464.6500
DRE# 01310057

JUST LISTED
I:;&-lr# -

995 VICTORIA COURT, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $1,789,000
BRYAN HURLBUT | 925.383.5500

PENDING

167 BELGIAN DRIVE, DANVILLE
OFFERED AT $1,750,000
RUTH EDDY | 925.788.5449

3107 SANDALWOOD COURT, LAFAYETTE
SOLD FOR $2,800,000
K. BRICKMAN /J. DEL SANTO | 925.351.5049

—— i . T
951 YORKSHIRE COURT, LAFAYETTE
SOLD FOR $1,520,000

K. WOOD /K. BRICKMAN | 925.381.7172

PAMELA & DON
COLOMBANA

=

925.878.8047
DRE# 01979180/01979181

RUTH EDDY

925.788.5449
DRE# 01313819

JUST LISTED

173 GRIZZLY PEAK BLVD., BERKELEY

OFFERED AT $1,050,000
RUTH EDDY | 925.788.5449

3985 N. PEARDALE DRIVE, LAFAYETTE
CALL BRYAN HURLBUT FOR DETAILS
J. DEL SANTO / B.HURLBUT | 925.383.5500

SOLD

61 MORAGA VIA, ORINDA
SOLD FOR $2,245,000
TINA FRECHMAN | 925.915.0851

SOLD - REPRESENTED BUYER

2837 MIRANDA AVENUE, ALAMO
SOLD FOR $3,300,000

DON & PAMELA COLOMBANA 925.878.8047

BRYAN HURLBUT

925.383.5500
DRE# 01347508

CHERYL HATA

510.912.5882

DRE# 013859346

JANE & DAVE SMITH

925.998.1914

DRE# 01476506/02105225

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500

DRE# 01290985

KELLY WOOD

925.381.7172

DRE# 01931711

SHELLEY RUHMAN SHERRY HUTCHENS TINA FRECHMAN

925.212.7617
DRE# 01320608

510.506.1351

DRE#01180260

925.915.0851
DRE# 01970768
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COLDWELL BANKER “Tom is totally trustworthy & reliable. All his talents contributed to closing in record

CG N G H HT U L AT E 5‘ time. We enthusiastically recommend him as a Real Estate Agent extraordinaire."
~Adelina and Ricardo, Lafayette

TOM
STACK

"Tom guided us well through the entire process from listing to closing
and treated us throughout as if we were his only client."

Cirinda ~Tim and Robin, Lafayette

CalRE #: 01501769
& "Tom Stack has heart. Tom managed the purchase of my perfect last home AND
% the sale of where | lived and raised my children as a single parent for 44 plus years!"

COLDELL A ~Mei-Sun, Lafayette

TomStack.com | 925.878.9964 | Tom.Stack@cbnorcal.com

16 ACRES of bulldable and luscious land

Welcome to 3533 Springhill Road! A rare gem offering 16 ACRES

of buildable and luscious land with MASSIVE VIEW S of Mount
Diablo, serene with a secluded feel, while being only minutes away
from Downtown Lafayette. Build your dream home or multi-
generational property in a dreamy like setting. Be the owner of
your mountain with unobstructed views of Mt. Diablo and great
hiking trails on your land, as well as direct access to the Lafayette
Ridge Trail and the Briones Regional Park, if 16 acres of roaming isn't
enough! Approximately 25 minutes away from San Francisco and
minutes away from highway access. Utilities are in the street or
nearby. Buyer to do his/her full due diigence and confirm availability
of utilities and the possibility/cost to build/develop the subject

real property to their own satisfaction. Please also reference 3535
Springhill Rd, which was a similar parcel that sold last year.

COMPASS

16.14 Acres List price: $1,295,000

Ameer Tantawy

Realtor®
DRE#: 02000684

408.401.8921

Ameer@TheAmeerGroup.com
www.TheAmeerGroup.com

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been
verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to the accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate.




Just Sold

Featured in Sunset Magazine
4139 Coralee Ln, Lafayette
Sold for $2.400,000 - Represented Sellers

Recently Sold

Stunning Mid-Century with Views
4123 Canyon Rd. Lafayette
Sold for $3,450,000 - Represented Buyer

More listings on the way!

It’s not just Lafayette that’s brimming with listings! I've got more on the way in Rockridge and
Rossmoor. Contact me for details.

Dave Schurhoff

925.997.9569
dave.schurhoff@compass.com
www.daveschurhoff.com
DRE#: 01834201

DAVE
SCHURHOFF

COMPASS




Congrats, partner!

John Nash is our
newest partner at
Village Associates.

ASSOCIATES

Village. Of course.

#1 Real Estate Brokerage in Lamorinda | www.villageassociates.com | @villageassociates | 925.254.0505

DRE# 01301392



Congrats, partner!

Angie Traxinger is
our newest partner
at Village Associates.

ASSOCIATES

Village. Of course.

#1 Real Estate Brokerage in Lamorinda | www.villageassociates.com | @villageassociates | 925.254.0505

DRE# 01301392
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

Plant for Peace

= B

A salute to the bravery of Ukraine with a hillside of sedum and cherry
blossoms.
... continued from Page D1

I hiked a trail around an Emeryville harbor to soak in the water
views and inhale the fresh sea air, while marveling at the spectacular
cobalt plumes of Pride of Madeira (echium fastuosom) and the sky
blues of California lilac (ceanothus). My mood instantly improved.

Being in nature fosters resilience as well as encourages awe and
wonder. Nature is restorative to body, mind, and spirit. Spring is here
and the ground is bursting with new life. Trees unfurl luxuriant
leaves, bulbs bloom in a kaleidoscope of colors, and fruit trees, in-
cluding apple, pear, crabapple, and cherry are bursting with buds.
This is the perfect season to plant peace.

I've planted three avocado trees that have been nurtured from a
pit. A dwarf navel orange has been added to my citrus grove which is
buzzing with bees sucking on the sweet nectar. Since I added new
nutrient soil last season to my garden, there are numerous weeds.
Pulling those weeds is time-consuming, yet it allows me to let my
mind wander, relaxing enough to assist in solving challenges. Once
my hillside is free of unwanted plants, I will begin to sow seeds of
“pretties,” flowering annuals that will bring me joy and tranquility.

If you are looking for seeds that will grow in our region, visit the
Moraga Library where the Moraga Garden Club has installed a free
seed library. The public is invited to take up to five packs of seeds and
if you want to donate seeds to this marvelous outreach project, you
are invited to do so.

It’s not too late to plant roses and since peace is what everyone
wants and deserves, consider planting the beautiful Peace Rose. It
will brighten your garden and your heart.

The gorgeous blue clematis is an excellent climber on a trellis or arbor.

As Ilose myself in nature to find peace, I recall the words of Pres-
ident Dwight D. Eisenhower: “One day the people of the world will
want peace so much that the governments will have to get out of their
way and give it to them.”

I think that time is now!

Peace be with you.

Blue-Eyed Star Grass is a blue and yellow beacon of hope.
Photos Cynthia Brian



Now included with every Enjoy More at Merrill Gardens Senior Living

Find more hours in the day. Happy hours, not fixing-the-house hours, of course.

residence: More happy NOUrS  Please call or visit our website for more information. Then prepare to seize the day.

S

Come enjoy a meal on us!

M MERRILL GARDENS (925) 272-0074
—"  ——— SENIOR LIVING 1010 Second St, I—afayette, CA 94549 @

Lic #079200597

-
- TERRI BATES WALKER

': - = - Y rETATE
— = ’ l i PENDING IN 3 DAYS
| h i m : 1003 Woodbury Rd. #108, Lafayette | Offered at $1,189,000
. I : o | This single-story end unit at the popular Woodbury community
- ] 1-..., e - X . s I =T went into contract in just 3 days.
o 1 | 8 The real estate market is moving at a record speed.

Let me guide you through it with ease.

Terri Bates Walker
3 C. 510.282.4420 | Cal RE #01330081
TerriBatesWalker@gmail.com
# TerriBatesWalker.com
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* EMPTY vessels of standing water as
mosquitoes are already breeding. For
fountains and birdbaths, clean the water
regularly or add drops of bleach or
mosquito dunks.

»  REMOVE deep-rooted weeds such as
dandelions from your garden by hand.

* DECREASE the spread of crabgrass by
applying a pre-emergent that keeps seeds
from germinating.

 HARVEST the tender leaves of wild
mustard, arugula, purslane, and dandelion.
Add to salads and sandwiches for a
surprising snap.

* AERATE your lawn to improve the
absorption of moisture and fertilizer before
reseeding.

* PICK UP dropped camellia blooms to
deter petal blight.

* REFRAIN from cutting back daffodils
until they are as crisp as a cracker. They
need to replenish the nutrients to the bulb
for next year’s floral explosion.

* CUT small branches of crabapple or
redbud to bloom in a vase on your
nightstand. Research indicates that
individuals with the brightest outlook and
happiest attitudes keep blooms bedside.

* FERTILIZE lawns and shrubs.

* SCATTER snail bait to protect new
shoots from the crawlers.

* VISIT your local nursery to buy
intriguing plants that will increase the
attractiveness of your landscape and
improve your temperament.

* LOSE yourself in nature and find peace.
* SUPPORT Ukraine.

Happy Gardening. Happy Growing. Happy
Spring!

Photos Cynthia Brian Nasturtiums are not only beautiful; they are delicious in salads.
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Honoring Ukraine, Cynthia Brian
continues to wear yellow and blue.

Cynthia Brian, The Goddess Gardener, is available for
hire to help you prepare for your spring garden. Raised
in the vineyards of Napa County, Cynthia is a New York
Times best-selling author, actor, radio personality,
speaker, media and writing coach as well as the Founder
and Executive Director of Be the Star You Are!® 501 c3.
Tune into Cynthia’s StarStyle® Radio Broadcast at
www.StarStyleRadio.com.

Buy copies of her books, including, Chicken Soup for the
Gardener’s Soul, Growing with the Goddess Gardener,
and Be the Star You Are!
www.cynthiabrian.com/online-store. Receive a FREE
inspirational music DVD and special savings.

Hire Cynthia for writing projects, garden consults, and
inspirational lectures.

Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com
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The Market is Hot.
Inventory is Low.

Home Values are Up.
Thought About Selling?
Now is the Time.

Call Ann Newton Cane
for your

-

| ANN NEWTON CANE
. Our #1 Agent Contra Costa County 2021

| 415.999.0253 Golden
a.newtoncane@ggsir.com Gate
annnewtoncane.com E—
Lic.#02084093 Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Each Franchise Is Independently Owned And Operated.

McDonnell @ Nursery

T TEE
shop now to receive McDonnell bucks

family owned since 1933

Flowers * Trees * Succulents ¢ Pottery & Fountains
Benches ¢ Garden Decor * House Plants ¢ Gifts * Jewelry
Garden Consultation

www.mcdonnellnursery.com

196 Moraga Way < (925) 254-3713 « Open Wednesday - Sunday




2514 sq ft 5 beds / 2.5 baths on 1423 sq ft with a 354 sq. ft. bonus ; 1710 sq ft, 3 bed / 2 bath on

a flat 28-acre lot room 3 bed / 2 bath on .35 acre .62 of an acre
in Glorietta in Glorietta "'i in Sleepy Hollow

o\ R f A

LISTINGS ARE SPRINGING UP
IN THE 94563

It's not just pollen in the air, it's also homes for sale! Let’s
go shopping together. Contact me to get started.

925.980.3829 DRE# (0] 8'85058 S H A W Q N
Shannon@ShannonConnercom ™ CONNER

villageassociates.com | @villageassociates | 925.254.0505 | It's Village. Of Course.

ASSOCIATES




