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koo More than45 years experience

All Work Done by Owner
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¢ Ceiling Fans, Recessed & Track Lighting ° Kitchen or Bath Remodel
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* Complete Home Wiring - Old & New ° Spa Installation
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Saint Mary’s rugby team
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“We did a lot of nice things today on defense,”
O’Brien said. “The guys had the defensive mind-
set of just wanting to get up and get out there and
get the body profile right. We did create a lot of
turnovers, but we also had a few big misses on
defense due to our over aggressiveness.”

The offense was led by juniors Inoke
Wagqavesi and Karl Keane. “We had our share of
missed opportunities but Inoke and Karl both
had good games and Karl was just a fraction
away from being pulled,” O’Brien said.

After a final score by Saint Mary’s to close
out the scoring, O’Brien could not restrain his
satisfaction at defeating a program like Cal after
their early season loss: “Every time you’re play-
ing rughy, you learn something. That’s the beauty
of the sport. We need more games like this where
there’s a big disparity in the talent levels in our
programs, but I love the competition and what
Cal has done for the college game. We need more
rivalries like this. Every player on Cal is one of
the top players in the country and we’re like the
island of misfit toys but we just find a way to get
it done. We’ve had every kid come to practice for
the last two weeks during the breaks when other
people went away. We always expect to be play-
ing in the last week of the season and we’ve done
all the right things to be here, so we’re not shy to
say it.”

The Gaels will be in Houston next Saturday
to take on Army for the national championship,
but O’Brien allowed himself to enjoy the victory
over Cal for a little bit longer: “I'm not sure how
we’re going to address Army, but I'll start looking
at film when I get home.”

Since O’Brien became the head coach at
Saint Mary’s in 2007, they’ve had a run of success
that can stand up against the top teams in any

sport and the results speak for themselves:
2007-08 National semi-finals, ranked No. 2; 2011-
12 — Undefeated season up to national semifinals;

2012-13 Lost in national finals; 2013-14 National
champions; 2014-15 National champions; 2016-17
National champions; 2018-19 Undefeated, no
playoffs; 2019-20 Undefeated, no playoffs;

2020-21 Undefeated, no playoffs; 2021-22 Head-
ing to the national finals.

For Marty Storti, the assistant vice president
for club athletics and revenue at Saint Mary’s, the
formula for the success of the rugby team is sim-
ple: “Unlike at a school like California, where
rughy is a varsity sport with all of its advantages
and resources, at Saint Mary’s, we just happen to
have a great coach and passionate players that
are willing to put in the time and effort to learn
the game and play it in a dynamic way. The fact
that most of the funds that go into the rugby pro-
gram ($300,000 to $400,000) are raised with the
very generous help of our alumni groups makes
the success of the program all the more
impressive.”

For Storti, it’s much more than talent that has
elevated the program at Saint Mary’s. “We have
great players but it’s the culture that O’Brien has
created and developed that is very supportive
and encouraging for leadership. It’s being held
accountable by your peers and it has proven to
be extremely successful,” Storti said. “The
amount of time and effort that he has the players
studying the game, watching the game and his
design of a physical offensive and defensive at-
tack have all contributed to the success of the
team. We have a culture that supports that style,
taking the higher risk on offense that is harder to
defend and that is really making a difference.”

In the end what O’Brien feels makes his
teams so successful is that they are just that: a
team. “We don’t recruit. We just have boys that
come out in September, wearing a white T-shirt
that has their name on it and off we go. Every-
body practices and trains together and they all
understand each other’s position and profile and
what their assignments are. We’re pretty much
all in and it’s a pleasure to be a part of it.”

Service Clubs Announcements

Lamorinda Sunrise Shbite

Rotary

Every Friday, 7:00 a.m. - 8: 15 a.m,
Lafayette Veterans Memorial Building
OR Zoom Link at https://lamorindasunrise.org/speakers

May 2022 Weekly Speakers

6: Dennis Fay, Mayor of Orinda

13: Scarlett Hawkins, Peace Scholar - Quarterly World of Rotary
20: Brian Donohue, Social Determinants of Health

27: Eydis Lima, Odyssey to Freedom:

Broad smiles greet Brook Street Park

,r.. |”
“" ||

4.

,-"

-"
e

",
= )
=

L

&

Photo Sharon K. Sobotta
Zinab Lagab celebrates the Lafayette airport-themed

Brook Street Park with her children.

toddler and a first-grader, Rob-
bie Peacock says he’s relieved
d - that the park has reopened.
“During the pandemic it was a
lot of sitting inside trying to find
something to do so they didn’t
drive me crazy. It’s a place to
come and play and burn off en-
ergy,” Peacock says. “Jack runs
into a lot of his friends from
LES here. Oliver is making
friends. It’s great because
everybody gets to hang out.
Even parents get a chance to
talk to each other.”

Scott Tanenbaum, a retired
educator, might have outgrown
the playground decades ago, but
he says he’ll never outgrow the
park. He and his 13-year-old
golden retriever, Katie, often
take in the morning excitement
as families rush their children
to school. “This is a place that
gets people out of their homes
so they can see who their
neighbors are.”

Assemblymember Rebecca
Bauer-Kahan helped cut the
ribbon for the park’s official
opening. For Bauer-Kahan, in-
vesting in parks is a way to in-
vest in healthy, accessible and
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Exceptional Privacy and Seclusion

25 RUSTIC WAY, ORINDA

6 Beds e 5FullBaths e 1 Half Bath e 8,514 Sq.Ft. e 8.14 Acre Lot

This Amazing Private Glorietta Estate in Orinda was a custom
build, by the current owner, to accommodate an active life style and
social events. The residence features 8.14 acres with a remodeled
home, a 6 car garage, an indoor racquetball court, a full tennis court,
6 bedrooms, a game room, an exercise room, sauna, pool,and a

spa with amazing panoramic views! This exceptional lot has many
areas for play and recreation as well as two private walking trails.
There is a large gently sloping area above the home that could be a
potential grape vineyard or orchard. There is potential for an easy
subdivision of a lot just inside the gates for an additional home.
There s also a large flat parking area perfect for an in-law unit if
needed. Offered at $5,750,000 ¢ 25RusticWay.com

Laura Abrams
laura@lauraabrams.com
510.697.3225

DRE #01272382

Top 25 Coldwell Banker Bay Area
International Presidents Premier

5 Moraga Way, Orinda CA.
www.lauraabrams.com

COLDWELL BANKER

Recognized as one of America’s 2021 Best Real
Estate Professionals by Real Trends and Tom Ferry.
Ranked among the top 1% of 1.4 million real estate
professionals in the United States!

She recalls joining the commis-
sion because there was just one
baby swing in all of Lafayette,
which was at the community
center. “There was nowhere for
a young mother, a nanny or a
babysitter to take their kid and
swing (in downtown Lafayette)
and now we have four,” Her-
pich says. “Just to see a family
swinging together and hearing
children’s laughter makes four
long years worth it.”

Herpich’s own child, Con-
nor, appreciates the park and
even helped with the ribbon
cutting, but Herpich believes
the park is vital for all children
in the community, especially
those in dense housing units.
“People don’t realize how many
people don’t have backyards.
We have a lot of people who
live in apartment buildings who
do not have places for their kids
to go outside and play. That
made the last two years really
hard. I hope this rectifies that.”

As alongtime Lafayette
resident and the parent of a

inclusive communities. “It’s so
important to give kids a place to
play together to move their
bodies, play and learn to work
together, to use their imagina-
tions and to become the kind of
adults we hope they can grow
into,” Bauer-Kahan says. And
parks that are accessible to
people of all ability levels and
centrally located do play an im-
portant role in building inclu-
sive communities that are envi-
ronmentally friendly. “It’s criti-
cal that we have parks in com-
munities that people can walk
to.”

Jay Lifson from the
Lafayette Chamber of Com-
merce has many fond memo-
ries of the park when it had a
pirate theme and was also
known as the Pirate Park. Even
though his grandson has out-
grown the park, Lifson says he’s
happy to see the new iteration
of the park — Airport Park —
come to life. “We needed this
park in the downtown area so
badly,” Lifson says. “They’ve
done a beautiful job laying it
out and it will be a great place
for years to come.”

Mike Rosa
Agent
925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: OF45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga
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Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

o StateFarm

State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

When | say “good,”

you say “neighbor.”




