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Lamormda athletes and commumty gather in remembrance
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Acalanes girls
lacrosse players and
coaches, as well as
students and fami-
lies from the three
local high schools
lined up on three
sides of the field at
Acalanes High
School April 13 to
honor lacrosse
player Natalie Hiatt,
who tragically
passed away, with a
moment of silence,
remarks and re-
membrance.

- J. Wake
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Softball teams learning as they go
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Miramonte Head Coach Deb Mauer and her twin daughters

Maggie (left) and Kendall (right)

By Jon Kingdon

There are young teams and
there are young teams. In the
case of Acalanes, it’s a situa-
tion where youth is not
served. With only two seniors,
SiX juniors, six sophomores
and freshmen, many of the
players have not brought the
commensurate playing time to
make it an easy transition to
the varsity. With an overall
record of 5-8 and 2-1 in league
play, the Dons still have their
eyes set on the post season.
Bringing the most experi-
ence to the team is senior
third baseman Scarlett Pap-
palardo with a .343 batting
average and an on base per-
centage of .521 and junior
shortstop and pitcher Hailey

Stripling with .524 average.
“Scarlett is having a great year
as a hitter and as a fielder and
Hailey, who has committed to
Rutgers University, has been a
dominant shortstop for us
though we are now using her
as our starting pitcher where
she has made a big difference.
Lana Cerejo, our other pitcher,
is only a sophomore who
worked hard in the off-season
and should keep improving.”
Junior Emmi Cronin, the
team’s leadoff hitter has
moved from second to short-
stop and freshman Avery
Robb is now the team’s second
baseman and is learning on
the job as is freshman catcher
Esa Orman. “Both of our
freshman are doing well and
getting good experience,” Silva
said. “However, it’s really the

juniors that are holding the
team together.”

“I've had young teams be-
fore but most of them had
more experience,” Silva said.
“It’s a mental game and they
have to learn not to take it out
on to the field. You can’t have
a long memory in this game.
We had a game where we
made 10 errors but with ex-
perience, we’re going to get
better. Everyone gets along
great which is important;
we’re having fun and the kids
have been working hard.”
Campolindo

Campolindo is another
young team with only two se-

niors along with five juniors,

one sophomore and five

| freshmen. In his fourth year

as the Cougars’ head coach,
Saul Tallarico acknowledged
that “this is the fewest num-
ber of seniors we’ve had.”
With a 3-7 overall record
and 2-1 in league play, it’s the
approach that his players take
to the game that Tallarico
most appreciates. “The girls
are really happy to be out
there and they’re having fun,”
Tallarico said. “Losing is never
fun but the girls really have a

. good camaraderie. After the

pandemic, they’re very ap-
preciative and enthusiastic to
just be out there, which is a
really positive thing.”

The team has five girls
with at least 10 at bats that are
batting over .300: Lyla Marcus
(.389), Molly Strohmeyer
(.333), senior, Sarah Tallarico
(.318), Kylie Dowdall (.316)
and freshman Clara Hwang
(.300).

“The girls have been con-
sistently hitting well, espe-
cially with our top hitters,”
Tallarico said. “We’ve been
aggressive at the plate. Kaeli
Martinet was hurt at the be-
ginning of the year, so we
weren't at full strength which
led to some of our losses. As
we round into the league
schedule, we should start to
round into more of a whole
team as well.”

With the new players and
the veterans, there is a differ-
ence in how they have been
handling their at bats. “Some
of the younger girls are
swingers but the older girls
are more disciplined and will-
ing to wait for their pitch,”
Tallarico said.

The pitching staff is led by
Kaeli Martinet and Lyla Mar-
cus. “Kaeli has been pitching
the lions share right now and
has had some great games but
has not had the run support
that was hoped for,” Tallarico
said. “Lyla Marcus is our sec-
ond pitcher on the staff and
also plays second base.”

The infield has been very
solid with junior Ashlyn Chin
playing third base, after mov-
ing over from catcher and
Tallarico at shortstop and
Kylie Dowdall at first base. Ju-
nior Keilly Kilpatrick and
freshman Lucy Wilson have
been splitting time behind the
plate. Molly Strohmeyer has
been very solid in the outfield.

“With Ashlyn and Sarah
both playing well along with
Lyla and Kylie, our infield has
been solid,” Tallarico said.
“Keilly and Lucy are both first
time catchers and have been
doing great, particularly since
neither had ever played there
before. Molly has made some
great catches in the outfield
along with junior Nikita
Vayner who has been playing
left and right field. Plus, we’ve
been able to sprinkle in the
freshmen in other positions at
times.”

As the Cougars are trying
to position themselves to be
able to play in the postseason,
Tallarico knows what the
team has to do to be success-
ful the rest of the season: “We
have to be consistent and cut-
ting down on the physical and
mental errors. The girls are
now getting into a place
where they know where to go
with the ball every time its hit
to them, especially the
younger girls. It’s having con-
fidence in themselves and
building off the personal and
team successes which will
lead us to better results.”
Miramonte

With a 1-7-1 record, 1-2 in
league play, Miramonte head
coach Deb Mauer has kept
things in perspective: “I think
the most important thing
about this team is that they’re
having fun and that they have
created a really strong bond
with each other,” Mauer said.
“So, when we are in a game
where we trailed by a lot, af-
ter the game, we don’t look at
it as if we lost but rather that
we played our best and we all

appreciate each other.”

The team is made up of
five seniors (two who are in-
jured), four juniors, two
sophomores and four fresh-
men. “Despite the fact that we
have a number of girls that
had not played softball before
this season, it’s been a learn-
ing experience for most of
them and we’ve seen a quite
an improvement in the play of
the team,” Mauer said.

Ruby McCabe, Kendall
Mauer, and Izzy Pursano have
been big hitters on the team.
“I'm looking to instill a sense
of confidence in our players,”
Mauer said. “When they’re up
at bat, I want them to see the
bat hit the ball and when that
happens, it’s a good day.”

McCabe was the number
one pitcher but has been in-
jured and the team has been
trying to find more replace-
ments. Kendal Mauer has
moved from behind the plate
to become the team’s pitcher.
“We’ve done a couple of
pitching clinics so we’re trying
to grow our pitching strength
with underclassmen and
we’re trying to build that as
we grow,” Mauer said. “Anto-
nia Lawrence, Katherine
Scheingart, Pateel Horoopian
and Sarah Michels are all po-
tential prospects. Moving to
catcher is Izzie Roy.”

Maggie Mauer is the
team’s centerfielder. In the in-
field, Sarah Michaels is the
team’s shortstop, Como Adule
is the third baseman with
Izzie Pursano at first base.
“Sarah is one of the top ath-
letes on the team and Komal
Aujla is learning as she plays,
and Izzie is solid at first base,
so we have a pretty solid
infield.”

Mauer understands that
the team’s improvement
comes in small steps: “The ba-
sic skill set of our players has
improved exponentially along
with their knowledge of the
game and their comfort in it.
They’re much more aware of
what is going on in total as
opposed to just in their sphere
of things. I love softball and
being around the girls, teach-
ing them how to be strong
women and to have fun with
this game and to use it as a
jumping off point for the rest
of their lives.”
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Science Tutoring by Stanford Grad./
Credentialed Teacher/Prof,, 15 yrs exp.:
MoragaAcademicConsulting.com

| House Cleaning |

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

g+ Ken’s Rototilling
m +4W/D Tractors
. « Hillside Weed Cutting
« Mowing - Discing « Rototilling
« Brush Removal Abatement
To Fire Dept Regulations
Free estimates! 925-938-9836

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

DREAM VACATION on MAUIL. Rent
a beautiful 2 bedroom/2 bath villa
which sleeps 6 on the beach in the
Westin Nanea Kaananpali from
August 6-13 for $600/night. This
spacious unit is fully appointed
with a full kitchen, living room,
dining room, spa tub, large lanai,
washer/dryer and wifi. The Westin
Nanea has multiple pools (includ-
ing one for kids), a gym/workout
room, grills and multiple restau-
rants. It's right on the beach with
swimming, snorkeling and scuba
diving at your fingertips.

Call Andy at 925-788-4480 or email
at andy.krakoff@gmail.com.

Java Fence (925) 957 1628
Decks, Hog Wire, Arbors,
Stairs, Trellis, Deer Fence,

Chicken coop, Green house

CCL 880556, Free Est

Structural Repairs

Since 1989
Alameda Engineering
DRAINAGE SYSTEMS
RETAINING WALLS
FOUNDATIONS
UNDERPINNING
LANDSLIDE REPAIRS
510-537-6550

General Engineering Contractors
Lic. # 562641
alamedaengineering@comcast.net
alameda-engineering.com

Quetzal Handyman

. NO JOBTOO SMALL
1 Electrical, plumbing,
A concrete, driveways & more...
Please call Carlos Toledo
510-689-7490

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Vacation Rental Fencing and More -mm

WE HOP TO m

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters
Cliff 510-697-1125

$15 per 1/2" classified ad height. Email to:

classified@lamorindaweekly.com




