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GCCP’s ‘A Cultural Crossroads’ features acclaimed flutist
R. Carlos Nakai

Michele Kennedy/soprano Pamela Freund-Striplen/viola R. Carlos Nakai/Native flute

Chicago Symphony Orchestra in
1933. Having recently completed
a Dvorak chamber music series
at SF Performances, Freund-
Striplen says the Alexander
String Quartet has been “im-
mersed in this special music all
season” and contribute an ad-
venturesome, collaborative

flute features a melody that
comes from an English horn solo
in the composer’s “New World
Symphony.”

“For a long time, people
thought that Dvorak had bor-
rowed a spiritual and inserted it
into his famous Symphony, but
actually, it is original music in-

(African American composer)
Harry Burleigh,” Freund-Striplen
says. “What I find really inter-
esting is that a student of Dvo-
rak’s excerpted the melody, cre-
ated words to it, and then it did
become in fact a spiritual. It's
the perfect way to end the
program.”

Alexander String Quartet
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more than 4.3 million copies
during a career that has taken

By Lou Fancher

Past, present and future unite in
Gold Coast Chamber Players up-
coming performance of “A Cul-
tural Crossroads, Black and In-
digenous influences on Dvorak
in America.” Led by Artistic Di-
rector Pamela Freund-Striplen,
the May 14 concert in Don Tatzin
Community Hall at the Lafayette
Library and Learning Center of-
fers broad-ranging works that
sweep across genres to include
pieces by Czech composer An-
tonin Dvorak, traditional African
American spirituals, repertoire
from African American pianist
and composer Florence Price
arranged for soprano and
strings, and four selections
arranged or composed and per-
formed by Native American
flutist R. Carlos Nakai.

In addition to Freund-
Striplen and Nakai, special guest
musicians include soprano
Michele Kennedy and members
of the Alexander String Quartet:
Zakarias Grafilo (violin), Fred
Lifsitz (violin), David Samuel
(viola), and Sandy Walsh-Wilson
(cello). A pre-concert discussion
at 7 p.m. with Nakai and ethno-
musicologist John-Carlos Perea
(Ph.D.) introduces concepts cen-
tral to Native American and In-
digenous music, jazz, improvi-
sation, and the impact of those
art forms on Western composers
and music history.

Freund-Striplen says her
conversations about the project
with Nakai took fascinating and
unexpected turns. “When we
were speaking about one of his
songs, the conversation took a
detour to 'blood memory.’ He
told me that he had always won-
dered why he was so fascinated
with whistles and bagpipes and
then discovered that he was ac-
tually part Scottish. Most of us
are such amazing mixes of cul-
tures and ethnicities.”

Nakai is of Navajo-Ute her-
itage and highly regarded
worldwide as a premier flutist.
His 50-plus albums have sold

him as a solo artist to stages
throughout the United States,
Europe and Japan. Cross-genre
collaborations have led to pro-
jects with composers James De-
Mars and Phillip Glass, Tibetan
flutist and singer Nawang Khe-
chog, the Wilde Boys Trio (with
guitarist William Eaton and per-
cussionist Will Clipman), Israeli-
born cellist Udi Bar-David, and
others.

“(Nakai) is open and
forward-thinking,” says Freund-
Striplen. “He remembers but
doesn’t dwell on the past. One of
his main interests is getting na-
tive flute music into the main-
stream concert hall.”

About Oakland-based
Kennedy, Freund-Striplen is
equally enthusiastic: “I noticed a
similarity between her and R.
Carlos Nakai in that neither are
very interested in berating peo-
ple or society for the wrongs
that have happened throughout
history. They both want to move
forward with a spirit of collabo-
ration and I find this very in-
spiring and essential to my con-
cept for Cultural Crossroads.
Michele and I have spoken for
many hours about race in
America. She is deeply reflective
and understands how to speak
thoughtfully about difficult sub-
jects. Her choice of spirituals for
the program are uplifting and
she sings them with a special ra-
diance. She is simply a joy to be
around.”

The three spirituals on the
program are “Swing Low, Sweet
Chariot,” “By an' By,” and “My
Lord, What a Morning.”

Two works by Price, “Night”
and “Sunset,” have been
arranged for voice and strings
by ASQ’s first violinist, Grafilo.
For people unfamiliar with
Price’s legacy, she was the first
Black female composer to have a
work performed by a major
American orchestra when her
Symphony No. 1 in E minor had
its world premier with the

‘You Will Remember Me’
- A touching reflection on
transition and memorles
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By Sophie Braccini

The International Film Show-
case starting May 13 at the
Orinda Theatre features the
Canadian film from Québec,
“You Will Remember Me,” that
poetically, yet realistically ad-
dresses the loss of memory and
self caused by Alzheimer’s dis-
ease. The movie is not grim or
sad; it has humor and tender-
ness. It gently uncovers the
traces left in the main charac-
ter’s soul by those he has loved
as he slowly loses ground with
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reality.

Edouard, a passionate and
brilliant retired history profes-
sor, is starting to lose his imme-
diate memory. He used to be
asked to talk on different media
about political and social af-
fairs, he used to give lessons and
be in control, but he is now
aware of what the disease is do-
ing to his brain. He does not
want to give up, he feels that his
new state of being can still allow
him to share important lessons
about life and what really mat-
ters. ... continued on Page B3

mindset essential to their partic-
ipation. “Zak’s beautiful
arrangement of Mahler songs
cycles means that this sort of
(adaptation) is definitely in his
wheelhouse! The warmth of the
soundscape created by string
accompaniment supports the
voice in a nuanced, vocal way.”
Turning the focus to Dvorak
and the interwoven techniques,
textures, rhythms, timbres and
melodic motifs that demonstrate
the composer drawing on Black
and Indigenous music, Freund-
Striplen says the opening of
Dvorak’s string quartet “Ameri-
can No. 3, Op. 97,” sounds like “a
reconfiguring of ‘Swing Low,
Sweet Chariot,” the first spiritual
that Dvorak ever heard.” The
simple melody is therefore fa-
miliar, even to people who’ve
never before heard the work.
“There are drumming effects in
the quintet that are evocative of
Native culture. Rhythmic pizzi-
cato sections really sound like
something you might hear in a
ceremony, and the second
movement even starts with a
solo drum beat in the second Vi-
ola, all on an F-sharp,” she adds.
The pentatonic scale often
used in Czech folk music is also
common to Native and African
American traditional music, an-
other connection between
Dvordk and American music.
“Goin’ Home,” the third
Dvordk composition arranged
for soprano, strings and Native

spired by the spirituals that he
heard on a regular basis from

To purchase tickets, visit
geepmusic.com.
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LAFAYETTE ROTARY'S

CONCERT AT THE RES

SATURDAY *

MAY 14TH -

11AM - 3PM

FREE LIVE MUsSIC

Stanley Middle School ~ Acalanes High School
Big Band of Rossmoor/Generations in Jazz~ Lafayette Town Hall Musical Troupe

FOOD & RAFFLE TICKETS
SUPPORT LAFAYETTE SCHOOLS
& ROTARY PROJECTS

Thank You To Our Sponsors

Diablo Foods ~ Evergood Sausage Co. ~ Oakwood Athletic Club ~
Orchard Nursery ~ Lafayette Car Wash and Detail Center ~ Mike Heller, Concord BMW
Minuteman Press ~ Lamorinda Weekly ~ Lafayette Chamber
Kelly Hood, MD Dermatology ~ Sequoia Signs & Graphics

Obi Kaufmann The Coasts of California
Thursday, May 12 at 11:30

Vanessa Hua Forbidden City
Saturday, May 14 at 2:00

Wendelin Van Draanen The Peach Rebellion
Monday, May 23 at 4:00

Debbie Chinn Dancing in Their Light
Saturday, June 4 at 2:00

ROCKRIDGE FURNITURE & DESIGN

rockridgefurniture.com

30488I.AREMONT AVENUE BERKELEY 510 632-5153

Coming Soon to Orinda Books






