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Beloved music director, Bob Athayde, to retire in June
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Bob Athayde on the piano at La Finestra's old location in Lafayette

By Lou Fancher

Walk almost anywhere in Lam-
orinda or stretch your arms
wide at nearly every Bay Area
location where jazz music is
studied or performed, you're

likely to bump into a person
whose life bears the imprint of
Bob Athayde. The Stanley Mid-
dle School music director and
teacher for more than 30 years -
with 45 years teaching in public
schools in the Bay Area — will
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Couples Weekend Cr;eekside Retreat
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May 215t and 22"9, 2022 in Lafayette
Saturday/Sunday 10:00 to 3:30
¢ Create the “Conscious Relationship”
Improve your communication
Deepen your connection
Learn how to negotiate conflict more effectively
Create conversation about your sexual relationship

For more information contact Dr. Darrell Christian at:
Email: drdarrellchristian@gmail.com or

Visit: www.darrellchristian.com for more details.

retire at the end of the 2021-22
school year in June.

Athayde has led the music
program since 1986 that has ex-
panded into a half-dozen band
classes, early morning jazz en-
sembles, informal, Jazz Cafe
concerts and more. Outside or
alongside his work in the class-
room, Athayde guest teaches,
provides private lessons, per-
forms with professional music
colleagues, and appears as solo
pianist regularly at La Finestra
in Moraga. Also in his wheel-
house? A number of CDs, virtual
methodologies for studying mu-
sic he developed in response to
the pandemic, founding and
leading the annual Lafayette
Summer Music Workshop, con-
ducting and playing in inter-
generational performances with
the Rossmoor Big Band, and col-
laborations with his children,
Kyle Athayde and Juliana
Athayde, both of whom are pro-
fessional musicians.

Athayde’s successor at Stan-
ley will be Todd Minson, a for-
mer student of Athayde’s who is
a professional trumpeter, French
Horn player, drummer and vo-
calist. “He was teaching middle
school in the Mt. Diablo Unified
School District. He has great
people skills, he’s good with kids
and he is a fabulous musician.
He has one foot in the past and
one foot in the present as a mu-
sic teacher. That means he’s
good at Mozart and good with
digital music programs.” Eric
Price, Stanley’s string teacher,
will be leading orchestra and
those courses. “He also attended
Stanley so these two guys un-
derstand Lafayette and the
community.”

Athayde’s approach has al-
ways veered toward “ready, fire,
aim.” Students, volunteers and
music professionals appreciate
the strategy because they can
present a problem and a solu-
tion and receive a rapid green
light. “I don’t tell them T’ll think
about it and have them come

back later. My happiest times
are when I don’t try to control
anything. I just sit down and let
them play.”

He recalls one time when a
person working with him in the
late 1980s grew annoyed and
said, “You don’t even know
what’s going on around here.”
Athayde told him, “It’s better
that way,” noting that his goal is
to get people to work together.
"My stubbornness wasn’t fun for
the administrators, but I don’t
put up with nonsense,” he said.
“I'm responsible for giving the
kids in Lafayette the best music
education I can, so I'm not doing
things that don’t make sense.”

Fortunately, most of what
Athayde has been doing for
more than four decades does
make sense. Professional bassist
Dewayne Pate was a student of
Athayde at Pinole Valley High in
the late 1970s. The successful
studio and touring artist has
performed and recorded with
10-time Grammy winning trum-
pet player Arturo Sandoval,
Tower of Power, Blues musician
Chris Cain, Huey Lewis & The
News, Boz Scaggs, Maria Mul-
daur and others.

Pate says Athayde taught
him to focus on maintaining a
broad repertoire of jazz stan-
dards, mastering the ability to
play every tune in multiple keys,
and “basic professionalism as in
showing up on time with a posi-
tive attitude and open mind.”
His favorite memory is a secret,
coded greeting they enjoy
whenever their paths cross. “We
joke about this day when he
suspended me from high school
for yelling an obscenity to a fel-
low band mate in symphonic
band. The funny, ironic part is
that he didn’t hear my band
mate yell the exact same ob-
scenity at me two seconds ear-
lier. So now it’s our secret infor-
mal greeting whenever we’re on
a gig together.”

Acalanes senior George
Rogers, a former student of

Athayde’s, plans to pursue a
double major at the Oberlin
Conservatory and College of Arts
and Sciences in Ohio this fall,
studying Jazz Saxophone Per-
formance and Psychology.
“From Mr. Athayde, I learned
that the most important thing in
music, whether it’s an audition,
rehearsal, or performance, is
that you're having fun. As long
as that’s true, you can’t go
wrong.” Rogers has adopted and
been helped by Athayde’s all-
the-time, anywhere philosophy
relating to music. “I remember
Mr. Athayde telling us about
how when he wasn’t practicing
music, he was listening to it in
the kitchen or while reading. If
he wasn’t listening to it, he was
thinking about it. I have learned
to do the same.”

Athayde says he is “not go-
ing to just disappear” in retire-
ment. “I've taught 45 years in
the public schools and with a
generous grant underwritten by
the Julia Burke Foundation, I'll
be able to go into schools next
year and help schools in need.
There’s no reporting to an ad-
ministration: it’s just teaching
pure music. I get to do what I do
best.”

Putting his “ready, fire, aim”
philosophy into action, Athayde
has already visited schools in
the state of Washington and
Alaska. With schools in New
York beckoning and locally,
teachers in Concord, Oakland
and San Jose asking for help -
not to mention the summer jazz
workshop and his three-nights-
a-week appearances at La
Finestra continuing — Athayde’s
retirement calendar is definitely
busy.

Tributes are planned to
honor Athayde and his musical
mark on the community at the
free Concert at the Res from 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. May 14 at the
Lafayette Reservoir Stage and at
the free Jazz Café concert from
5:30 to 8:30 p.m. May 20 at Stan-
ley Middle School.
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=

Newly renovated Las Trampas facility

reopens
By Jennifer Wake

After over two long years of
construction, Las Trampas, the
developmental care facility in
Lafayette set alongside the
Lafayette-Moraga Regional Trail
was abuzz with excitement April
23 as dignitaries, donors, partic-
ipants and their families re-
turned for the campus’ grand
reopening.

The facility, which has
served developmentally and in-
tellectually disabled individuals
since originally opening over 60
years ago, has been completely
transformed, with caring atten-
tion to every detail, from auto-
matic doors, handrails for the
visually impaired, widened
hallways for those with special
ambulation needs to elevators,
acoustic paneling, full-spectrum

“tunable” lighting, and a digital
communications system that
can accommodate evolving
technologies.

“Colors on the walls give
subliminal cues, the lighting
doesn’t create shadows and
never flickers, which helps those
with sensory issues, and
handrails along the walls are
formed to the human hand,”

... continued on Page A3

Tamplen Plastic Surgery now in Orinda

¢ Facelift
Facial Implants

Cosmetic Surgery Laser & Non-Surgical Services
* BOTOX® Cosmetic and Dysport®
* Cosmetic Removal of Moles & Skin Tags

Before

Neck Lift
Nose Surgery
Brow Lift
Eyelid Surgery
Ear Surgery

* Fillers
(JUVEDERM®, JUVEDERM VOLUMA®, Restylane®)

[ el 1 * Fraxel Re:Store Laser Treatment
27 Toledo Dr
5/3.5 | 3616 SqFt* | 1.5 Acres*
www.27ToledoDr.com

Skin Care Services
* Chemical Peels
* Obagi® Consultation

Dr. Matthew Tamplen, who grew up in Lafayette
and is a well-known Facial Plastic Surgeon

with Kaiser Permanente, just opened a private
practice in Downtown Orinda to better serve
Lamorinda patients.

Matthew Tamplen, MD

Orinda Office:

77 Moraga way Suite G, Orinda
925-444-0824
TamplenPlasticSurgery.com

Ashley Battersby
(925) 323-9955
DRE# 01407784
ashley@ashleybattersby.com
www.ashleybafttersby.com
@ashleybattersbyhome
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It's Village. Of Course. Double Board-Certified Facial Plastic

ALEGC I ATHE 5
and Reconstructive Surgeon.

*per pub records






