Page: A6

ORINDA

See public meetings schedule on this
pages and check online for agendas,
meeting notes and announcements
City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org

Phone (925) 253-4200

Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org

The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

City Council
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Just Listed!

111 Northcreek Circle

3Bed 2.5 Bath 1,683 Sq Ft
Offered at $925,000

Just Sold!

1523 Wicklow Court

5Bed 3.5Bath 2,610 Sq Ft
Sold for $1,685,000

Hookah proponents fail at last ditch attempt to get
exemption from flavored tobacco ban

By Sora O’Doherty

Although it is unusual for there
to be much discussion about
city ordinances when they
come back to the council for
second reading, the Orinda or-
dinance banning the sale of
flavored tobacco products was
the exception, and was pulled
from the consent calendar on
May 17 to allow for further
public comments. The com-
ments were divided into two
camps: proponents of the con-
tinued use of flavored tobacco
products in hookahs, and op-
ponents of any use of flavored
tobacco at all. City council
members were not swayed,
and proceeded to adopt the or-
dinance banning all sale of fla-
vored tobacco in Orinda with-
out change. The new ordi-
nance will become effective on
June 16, 30 days after adoption.

The discussion included a
face-off between Thomas Law-
ton, government affairs repre-
sentative of Fumari, Inc., a
hookah manufacturer, and
Mayra Lopez, Contra Costa
County Health Services pro-
gram manager of the Tobacco
Prevention Project. Lawton, in
both written and oral com-
ments, accused the county of
misleading the city by provid-
ing false information in order
to fit the county’s political
agenda.

In response, Lopez sub-
mitted a red-lined version of
the county’s earlier letter of
support for the proposed ban
on flavored tobacco products.
Although there were some dif-
ferences, Lopez continued to
assert that there is rising
hookah use among youths and
that any tobacco use is danger-
ous and deleterious to health.

That position was strongly

supported by Jen Grand-Lejano
of the American Cancer Society
and a Contra Costa County res-
ident. She specializes in local
tobacco control, she said, be-
cause tobacco is a unique
product that “when used, kills
half its users.”

Jimmy Ancira submitted
both written and oral com-
ments addressing the issue of
whether members of the
LGBTQ community are more
susceptible to hookah use. An-
cira said that hookah use is a
gateway to other tobacco prod-
ucts, and told of how this oc-
curred in his own life. “Asa
Latin gay male,” he said, “I
have witnessed firsthand how
flavored hookah hooks vulner-
able youth and leads them to
use other types of tobacco
products.”

The issue of hookah use in
the LGBTQ community was ad-
dressed on the other side by

George Johnson, a manufac-
turer of wooden hookah pipes,
who identified as a gay man.
Johnson countered the argu-
ment that had been made that
flavored tobacco products be-
gan in the 1990s, but rather, he
said, the use goes back some
400 years. Tobacco for hookah
use has always been flavored.
He also alleged that hookah
use in California is on the de-
cline.

Alexandra Winston told
the city council how in 2017
her son started vaping, and in
2019 her husband tried vaping
as a route to quit smoking. Her
husband died, leaving her a
single parent of four. Her son
continues to vape. She argued
that what was before the
council was a question of
health equity. “No business
should profit off people’s
lives,” she concluded.

Orinda joins nation in proclaiming May as
Jewish-American heritage month

By Sora O’Doherty

Following the lead of U.S.
President Joseph Biden, the
Orinda City Council declared

Many people think of insulation as
something homes in cold climates need to
keep houses warm in winter. Homeowners
may not see the value in adding insulation
to their homes and attics because of this
misconception. The truth is ALL homes
benefit from insulation because insulation
provides both heating and cooling benefits.

» Attic And Crawl Space Cleaning
* Insulation Replacement

* Rodent Proofing

e Moisture Barrier Installation

Office - (415) 340-1841
Daniel - (209) 592-8618

Asafelmadvi@gmail.com

www.attic-efficiency.com

License - #1089510

On every insulation project you get ducts
cleaning for free. Call today for free estimate.

* Facelift
Facial Implants
Neck Lift
Nose Surgery
Brow Lift
Eyelid Surgery
Ear Surgery

* Fillers

Cosmetic Surgery Laser & Non-Surgical Services
* BOTOX® Cosmetic and Dysport®
* Cosmetic Removal of Moles & Skin Tags

(JUVEDERM®, JUVEDERM VOLUMA®, Restylane®)
* Fraxel Re:Store Laser Treatment

Skin Care Services
* Chemical Peels
* Obagi® Consultation

Dr. Matthew Tamplen, who grew up in Lafayette
and is a well-known Facial Plastic Surgeon

with Kaiser Permanente, just opened a private
practice in Downtown Orinda to better serve
Lamorinda patients.

Matthew Tamplen, MD
Orinda Office:
77 Moraga way Suite G, Orinda

925-444-0824
TamplenPlasticSurgery.com

Before

TAMPLERN

Double Board-Certified Facial Plastic
and Reconstructive Surgeon.

May to be Jewish-American
heritage month by adoption
of a proclamation, which
states, in part, “during Jewish
American heritage month, the
city of Orinda celebrates the
heartfelt progress won
through the struggle and sac-
rifice of Jewish Americans,
and we rededicate ourselves
to building a world where di-
versity is cherished and faith
is protected.”

The proclamation goes on
to praise the vibrant culture
and life of the Jewish Ameri-
can community, while ac-
knowledging that they have
experienced prejudice and
discrimination, and that Jew-
ish communities continue to
confront hostility and bigotry,
including in America. “The
city of Orinda shares the
obligation to condemn and
combat antisemitism and ha-
tred wherever it exists,” the
proclamation continues.

It recognizes that Ameri-
can Jews have “worked tire-
lessly to strengthen the
promise of religious freedom
and civil rights in the United
States by joining together with
all faiths to reject ignorance
and intolerance, teach empa-
thy and compassion, and root
out hatred wherever it exists.”

Reflecting on the greater

history of the Jews, the
proclamation notes that
“through our understanding
and study of the holocaust, we
know the human devastation
that can come from system-
atic prejudice, and are com-
pelled to ‘never forget.”

The federal proclamation
explains that the first Jews to
arrive in America were 23
refugees who landed in New
York in 1654.

Noting that the inspirational
poem inscribed on the Statue
of Liberty was written by
Jewish-American poet Emma
Lazarus, Biden recently said,
“Throughout our country’s
history, Jewish Americans
have proudly served our Na-
tion in uniform, in elected of-
fice, and on our nation’s high-
est courts. They have made
enormous contributions to
America’s cultural, scientific,
artistic, and intellectual life,
and they have marched, peti-
tioned, and boarded buses to
demand civil and political
rights for all — from women’s
rights to voting rights to
workers’ rights.”

The Orinda proclamation
invites people to visit
www.jewishheritage-
month.gov to learn more
about the heritage and contri-
butions of Jewish Americans.
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