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FREE

Law Offices of
Lauren Smykowski

INITIAL
CONSULTATION

Plan Includes:

* Trust Agreement

* Pour Over Will

* Guardianship of Minor Children
* Power of Attorney for Finance

* Transfer of Real Property

» Advanced Health Care Directive

TRUST

Notary Services Included!

(925) 257-4277
www.smykowskilaw.com
laurensmy@gmail.com

Office Located in Walnut Creek

925-377-0977
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Integrity
Frank Woodward

Knowledge

of Downsizing?

Many long-term residents dream of moving to a smaller or single level
home while eliminating a mortgage and keeping their property taxes low.

I’ve assisted many Lamorindans with that and can ably guide you
through the process. Call me today if you would like to utilize
my 20+ years of local success to achieve your real estate dreams.

Results

Realtor®, Luxury Property Specialist

T. 925.788.4963

E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com
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Emma Wong

By Sora O’Doherty

Emma Wong, a ninth-grade
student at Miramonte High
School, won two of the four
awards in the 2022 Poul An-
derson writing contest. Wong
won for her poem, “American
or Not,” as well as her short
story, “A New Homeland.” The
other two awards were won
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by Hannah Shagan, 10th
grade, Miramonte, for her sci-
ence fiction or fantasy story,
“Floating City,” and Eloise
Anagnost, 11th grade, Mira-
monte, for her short story,
“Chased by Darkness.”

Eloise Anagnost

Honorable Mentions were
given to Chiara Sponzilli for
her poem, “Fake,” Indie Lee
for the poem, “Smile, you're
on camera,” and Jonathan Su
for his science fiction/fantasy
story, “City of Blues.”

The Friends of the Orinda
Library Creative Writing Con-
test was renamed in 2002 in
the memory of Poul Anderson,
a popular science-fiction
writer of over 80 books. An-
derson is honored as an
Orinda resident who was a
true friend to the community.
The contest is open to high
school students who live or at-
tend high school in Orinda.

The contest is judged by a
panel of judges who are in-
volved professionally in read-
ing, writing, or publishing.
This year’s contest was judged
by Sally Hogarty, executive
editor, The Orinda News; Sora
O’Doherty, reporter, Lamor-
inda Weekly; Anne Lowell, li-

brarian, Glorietta Elementary
School, and Susan Williams,
Miramonte High School li-
brarian.

The entries are submitted
to the judges without any
identification of the author.
The judges make their awards
based on the best pieces of
writing. They are not re-
quired to make an award in
each category. This year,
there was no award in the cat-
egory of essay or memoir. The
judges this year were im-
pressed with the students’
willingness and ability to
tackle some big universal is-
sues, such as immigration,
prejudice, and the
environment.

Each winner will receive a cash prize of $500 from the
Friends of the Orinda Library. The winning works will be
included on the Friends of the Orinda Library’s website,
https://friendsoftheorindalibrary.org

Orinda gets a new public holiday: Juneteenth now officially recognized

By Sora O’Doherty

Orinda adopted Juneteenth as
a public holiday at the May 17
city council meeting, giving
Orinda employees a new day
off each year. California is
also considering adoption of
the holiday, which honors the

end of slavery in the United
States.

In the resolution adopting
Juneteenth, Orinda noted that
last year President Joe Biden
signed legislation establishing
Juneteenth as a federal holi-
day. Juneteenth, which is ob-
served on June 19, became the
first new federal holiday since

the addition of Martin Luther
King Jr. Day in 1983. The reso-
lution explains that essentially
Juneteenth celebrates the
Emancipation Proclamation,
which ended slavery. The June
19 date commemorates when
Union Gen. Gordon Granger
arrived in Galveston, Texas, to
announce to enslaved African-

Americans they were free and
the Civil War ended. President
Lincoln had announced the
Emancipation Proclamation
two and a half years earlier,
but it didn't take effect while
the Civil War raged on.

In Orinda, the observed
holidays are specifically enu-
merated in the Memorandum

of Understanding with the
Teamster bargaining group
and the Unrepresented Em-
ployee Manual, which now in-
cludes Juneteenth as the 12th
official holiday for employees
of Orinda. In 2022, June 19 is a
Sunday, so the employees will
get a day off on Monday, June
20.
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Garden Parties Await! This entertainer’s paradise is designed for indoor-outdoor living. Enjoy a large lawn ideal for gatherings, relaxation and dining alfresco.

Vlatka Bathgate 925.597.1573

vlatka@bestlamorindahomes.com | CalRE #01390784

ORINDA | $1,295,000

MORAGA | $1,899,000
Sold for $2,251,355. Single-story 4 bedroom plus an office, 2 bathroom home in Campolindo. Close to Cabana Club and top schools. Updated throughout.

Michelle Holcenberg 925.324.0405
michelle@holcenberg.com | CalRE #01373412

vlatka@bestlamorindahomes.com | CalRE #01390784

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

Hidden among majestic oaks, this farm style view cottage offers an English village vibe with style and finesse. This is definitely a rare find!
Vlatka Bathgate 925.597.1573

GUIDING YOU HOME SINCE 1906
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