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Easy air travel
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

Spanish lavender is excellent as a water-wise
and pollinator plant.

beauty.
By Cynthia Brian

“Water is the driving force of all nature.” ~ Leonardo Da Vinci

Welcome to summer! It’s going to be a hot one. If the newest studies
reviewing tree rings are correct, we are currently in the worst
drought since 800 A.D. The first three months of this year registered
the least rain and snow on record. While we plunge into pools to cool
off, our gardens will struggle to survive. Conserving water is top of
mind as our climate becomes warmer. It’s time for all of us to plan to
grow water-wise.

I recently attended a seminar sponsored by Monrovia and came
away with increased awareness of how to maintain healthy
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Agastache and zinnias grow together with
minimal water.

landscapes during the dry seasons. There are numerous plants
besides cacti and succulents that have low water requirements. When
we re-think drought-tolerant landscapes, we may continue to enjoy
our gardens with colorful and interesting trees, grasses, shrubs and

flowers. . .
Drought-tolerant perennial contenders include:

Salvia Penstemon Geranium

Blanket flower, Verbena Spanish lavender
Catmint Mallow African daisy
Agastache Coreopsis Lantana

Guara Red hot poker Yarrow

Milkweed Kangaroopaw  continued on Page D12



VLATKA BATHGATE

IF | HAD A BUYER FOR YOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?
Call me at 925 597 1573

Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com
CalBRE#0 1390784

as SHin
VLATKA GETS RESULTS ALL OVER THE EAST BAY
COMING SOON 32 LOMA VISTA DR, ORINDA

e California Indoor
Outdoor Living

Offered at

$2,825,000

==l

FOR SALE

A Modern Masterpiece
with Epic Views
Offered at
$3,449,000

s
i

Amazing! Close to
downtown Orinda

Offered at $1,199,000

VLATKA CAN HELPYOUWITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.
WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

©2022 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

City Last reported Lowest amount Highest amount
LAFAYETTE 18 $1,230,000 $4,450,000
MORAGA 14 $679,000 $2,700,000
ORINDA 16 $1,315,000 $3,750,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

4139 Coralee Lane, $2,400,000, 3 Bdrms, 2991 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 05-04-22,
Previous Sale: $2,400,000, 03-18-22

2 Diablo Oaks Way, $3,200,000, 4 Bdrms, 3890 SqFt, 1998 YrBlt, 05-02-22,
Previous Sale: $360,000, 02-17-96

3595 Echo Springs Road, $3,100,000, 6 Bdrms, 3674 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 05-04-22,
Previous Sale: $799,000, 08-11-03

655 Glenside Drive, $3,000,000, 3 Bdrms, 2921 SqFt, 1947 YrBlt, 05-10-22,
Previous Sale: $545,000, 01-01-90

3298 Gloria Terrace, $2,400,000, 3 Bdrms, 1956 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 05-02-22,
Previous Sale: $1,350,000, 09-07-21

3222 Gold Court, $2,200,000, 3 Bdrms, 1644 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 05-06-22,
Previous Sale: $137,000, 06-01-78

3840 Happy Valley Road, $4,305,000, 3 Bdrms, 3866 SqFt, 1947 YrBlt, 05-09-22

1074 Laurel Drive, $1,975,000, 3 Bdrms, 1699 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 05-06-22

4067 Los Arabis Drive, $4,000,000, 3 Bdrms, 3332 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 05-11-22,
Previous Sale: $2,600,000, 03-05-15

1312 Masterson Lane, $1,600,000, 3 Bdrms, 1869 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 05-05-22

3827 Quail Ridge Road, $3,850,000, 4 Bdrms, 2969 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 05-10-22,
Previous Sale: $2,240,000, 06-25-15

11 Redwood Circle, $3,000,000, 3 Bdrms, 3707 SqFt, 1994 YrBlt, 05-09-22,
Previous Sale: $1,125,000, 12-15-00

1070 Sierra Vista Way, $1,857,000, 3 Bdrms, 1519 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 05-02-22,
Previous Sale: $920,000, 12-09-19

30 Tiana Terrace, $3,380,000, 5 Bdrms, 4534 SqFt, 1998 YrBlt, 05-10-22,
Previous Sale: $2,180,000, 07-19-16

1166 Upper Happy Valley Road, $4,450,000, 4 Bdrms, 3595 SqFt,
1964 YrBlt, 05-13-22, Previous Sale: $2,200,000, 05-12-16

1214 Warner Court, $1,230,000, 3 Bdrms, 1124 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 05-10-22

9 Westminster Place, $1,300,000, 3 Bdrms, 1455 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 05-13-22

944 Yorkshire Court, $2,077,000, 3 Bdrms, 1868 SqFt, 2018 YrBlt, 05-05-22

MORAGA

102 Alta Mesa Court, $1,680,500, 4 Bdrms, 2785 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 05-13-22

1472 Camino Peral #A, $679,000, 2 Bdrms, 1281 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 05-12-22,
Previous Sale: $587,000, 01-23-20

90 Devin Drive, $2,250,000, 4 Bdrms, 4207 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 05-06-22

2121 Donald Drive #1, $825,000, 3 Bdrms, 1513 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 05-03-22,
Previous Sale: $309,000, 07-14-11

192 Draeger Drive, $2,000,000, 4 Bdrms, 2458 SqFt, 1978 YrBlt, 05-13-22,
Previous Sale: $800,000, 11-28-00

66 Hardie Drive, $2,700,000, 3 Bdrms, 3140 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 05-06-22,
Previous Sale: $1,230,500, 07-23-13

1835 Joseph Drive, $2,380,000, 4 Bdrms, 2428 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 05-09-22

1884 Joseph Drive, $2,455,000, 4 Bdrms, 2606 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 05-02-22,
Previous Sale: $689,000, 02-06-02

9 Kendall Circle, $1,615,000, 4 Bdrms, 2147 SqFt, 2016 YrBlt, 05-09-22,
Previous Sale: $1,400,000, 02-23-22 ... continued on Page D13
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ADAM HAMALIAN
COMING SOON

925.708.5630
DRE# 01917597

CAROLYN WAY

OFFERED AT $9,500,000
J. DEL SANTO/K. WOOD | 925.3

JUST LISTED

Ll
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925.890.4115
DRE# 00947460

JANE & DAVE SMITH

OFFERED AT $2,395,000

925.998.1914

DRE# 01476506/02105225

JOY WIEHN

OFFERED AT $1,499,000

4153771884
DRE# 02047712

KAAREN BRICKMAN

SOLD FOR $3,300,000

925.351.5049
DRE# 01932119

LAUREN DEAL

HURLBUT TEAM LISA TICHENOR
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925.876.4671

DRE#02060294

925.285.1093

DRE# 01478540

1259 REDWOOD LANE, LAFAYETTE

17 BATES BOULEVARD, ORINDA

MATT MCLEOD | 925.464.6500

PENDING
- ] .
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985 CONDIT COURT, LAFAYETTE

TINA FRECHMAN | 925.351.5049

42 ARDILLA ROAD, ORINDA

KELLY WOOD | 925.381.7172

LORI LEGLER

by

925.286.1244
DRE# 00805732

COMING

SO0N!

307 RHEEM BLVD., MORAGA

OFFERED AT $1,495,000

81.7172 RUTH EDDY | 925.788.54

JUST LISTED

49

OFFERED AT $1,699,999

OFFERED AT $779,000

o
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SOLD FOR $2,500,000

PAMELA & DON
MATT MCLEOD COLOMBANA

2 149
]

925.464.6500 925.878.8047
DRE# 01310057 DRE# 01979180/01979181

i
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SMITH HOMES TEAM | 925.998.1914

3241 MARLENE DRIVE LAFAYETTE

LAUREN DEAL | 925.876.4671

REPRESENTED BUYER OFF MARKET

| T
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3995 PASEO GRANDE, MORAGA

KAAREN BRICKMAN | 925.351.5049

COMING SOON

1321 JUANITA DRIVE, LAFAYETTE
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATIO N
CAROLYN WAY | 925.890.4115

JUST LISTED

2724 SAN CARLOS DR., WALNUT CREEK
OFFERED AT $1,390,000
S.HUTCHENS/A.HAMALIAN | 925.708.5630

817 ASHLEY LANE, WALNUT CREEK
SOLD FOR $4,125,000
DON & PAMELA COLOMBANA 925.878.8047

SOLD - REPRESENTED BUYER

25 ARDOR DRIVE, ORINDA
SOLD FOR $2,400,000
L. LEGLER & C. HATA | 925.286.1244

RUTH EDDY

925.788.5449
DRE# 01313819

510.506.1351

DRE#01180260

925.212.7617
DRE# 01320608

SHELLEY RUHMAN SHERRY HUTCHENS TINA FRECHMAN

BRYAN HURLBUT

925.383.5500
DRE# 01347508

CHERYL HATA

510.912.5882

DRE# 013859346

JILL BALAZS

925.804.0200

DRE# 02038791

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500
DRE# 01290985

KELLY WOOD

925.381.7172

DRE# 01931711

925.915.0851
DRE# 01970768
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Easy air travel tips for simplifying your trip

By Jennifer Raftis, CPO

I’'m so happy that we are all able to travel
once again. I recently traveled across the
country to my annual organizing conference
and decided to add a couple of fun stops
along the way. My objective was to not have
to check luggage. I personally do not have
confidence that my luggage will arrive at my
destination when there are plane changes
involved. I have trust issues ... is it just me?

How was I able to pack for three differ-
ent cities, one of which was a business trip
and the other two for pleasure with only one
carry on? Here are some of my favorite
packing tips:

Tip: Pack using a capsule wardrobe - a lim-
ited selection of interchangeable clothing
pieces that coordinate with each other. Pack
more tops than bottoms so you can mix and
match. You should be able to wear every
item in 2-3 different combinations. Try on
your outfits before you travel - this removes
the “what do I wear” factor. Make sure to in-
clude several accessories (scarves and jew-
elry) to change up the look.

Tip: Pick a neutral color pallet so you only
need a few pairs of shoes — a pair of heels,
flats and tennis shoes. If I bring boots, I typi-
cally wear them on the airplane because they
take up so much room in the suitcase.

Tip: Roll your clothes when packing. If you

T
[

-

| ™
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roll your clothes when packing your suitcase,
they take up less room and it will help re-
duce wrinkles. There are numerous YouTube
videos for reference. To roll a T-shirt, lay it
out, making sure it’s flat. Fold it vertically, so
the two sleeves match. Then fold the sleeves
over so you have a long rectangle. Now roll.
When folding a dress shirt, fold the sleeves
over on the back and then fold the shirt in
half to form a rectangle. Roll from bottom to
top. This is a simple roll that will help elimi-
nate wrinkles, and will save space. To roll
pants, lay them on a flat surface. Fold the
pants placing one leg over the other, through
the middle near the crotch, to fold them in
half. Then, start rolling from the waist,
smoothing out the fabric as you roll. If you’re
rolling jeans, fold one pant leg over the other
and roll from the ankle to the waistline.

Tip: Use packing cubes. Packing your clothes
in packing cubes can be a game changer for
keeping your clothes neat and organized
without overstuffing your bag. I suggest
packing the cubes by categories — it also helps
you pare down what you pack. Note: You can
also use dry-cleaning bags to separate your
items if you don’t have packing cubes.

Photos Shutterstock

Tip: Buy a few key pieces for your wardrobe
that are designed for travel. Did you know
they now make travel clothes that are com-
fortable, packable and don’t wrinkle? Who
knew? There are many options for both men
and women. Wrinkle-free fabric such as ny-
lon, polyester, knits and lycra make good
travel clothes — these can also be quick-
drying.

Tip: Pack lightly. Travelers tend to overpack
and take far more than they need (you know
who you are...). By thinking through your
activities (day at the beach, dinner on the
town, hiking, lollygagging, etc.) you can pack
efficiently.

Tip: Check in early for your flight. Boarding
early will give you better odds at getting an
overhead bin for your carry-on. Checking in
early also ensures that you are prepared
with your boarding pass ready to go. These
days you can have the boarding pass on your
smartphone.

... continued on Page D10
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Enjoy this fraditional home situated on a
super special cul-de-sac street
exceptionally designed offering
comfortable family living & ideal

separation of space.

e

—=(CLARKTHOMPSON=—7

REAL ESTATE BROKER
VILLAGE ASSOCIATES

CALBRE# 00903367

Office: 925-998-7898 | ct@clarkthompson.com
www.clarkthompson.com

Village

ASSOCIATES




GROW YOUR ASSETS WITH THIS

Oakland

Investment

3 Unit Investment Property - 5229 Miles Ave, Oakland
Excellent Location - Rockridge/Temescal border
Fully Occupied with excellent tenants

Total of 3,750 sq ft | Offered at $2,225,000 e Q) ’3,—;3:;:'::7;-:;_....
Contact me for more info! f £ rrg
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Dave Schurhoff

925.997.9569

dave.schurhoff@compass.com

www.daveschurhoff.com

DRE#: 01834201
DAVE
SCHURHOFF

COMPASS




COM I NG SOON 3 Bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 1,523 sq ft, .25

acres. Walkable to 12 years of schools. Beat

ON Co RAL DRIVE the back-to-school rush with this charmer in
the heart of the Ivy Drive neighborhood

SHANNOIN

925.980.3829 DRE# 01885058
Shannon@ShannonConner.com Villageassociates.com
ShannonConner.com 925.254.0505 Co m E R

ASSOCIATES




A KITCHEN
THAT DREAMS
ARE MADE OF

5 bed | 3 bath | 3,030 sq ft
Offered at $2,850,000

Picture-perfect remodel with an excellent central
location in the Moraga Place neighborhood. Wonderful
floor plan, serene setting and top schools. Five
bedrooms and three bathrooms, with 3,030 square feet.
Gorgeous kitchen with quartzite countertops, custom
cabinetry, Miele appliances and attention to every
detail. Updated spa-like bathrooms with top-of-the line
finishes. Plus a beautiful yard with outdoor kitchen,
firepit, pergola and flat lawn.

Details at;: www.22WilliamsDrive.com.

www.holcenberg.com

Ll

Michelle Holcenberg

CB Top 100 East/North Bay Region

michelle@holcenberg.com
925-324-0405
BRE #01373412

(') COLDWELL BAMKER

©2022 Coldwell Banker. All Rights-Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Goldwell Banker.logesiare trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is
comprised,of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LEC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The
Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles‘of the-Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opporturity Act. CalRE #01908304

3378 SPRINGHILL ROAD, LAFAYETTE ~ $1,899,000
5+ BEDS | 3 BATHS | 2636 SQFT | 1.12 ACRE
A MODERN MASTERPIECE, SET IN NATURE

The Murphy Team r >

Karen & Hillary Murphy _ 4
(415)309-5061 i

L

-
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www.MurphyTeamRE.com
DRE #09967218

hillary@murphyteamre.com uns
: ="
e

Funny, our dining schedule
IS the same as yours.

L - -

3 et

B

Anytime Dining at Merrill Gardens Senior Living

As you may have guessed, that means you can dine whenever you'd like
and how often you'd like. And did we mention meals are made-to-order and
served restaurant-style? Well, they are. So, go ahead, act like you own the
place. It'll be fun.

M MERRILL GARDENS
(925) 272-0074

—_— SENIOR LIVING
Come enjoy a meal on us!
merrillgardenslafayette.com

1010 Second St, Lafayette, CA 94549 ')

Lic #079200597 ===




2397 Warren Road, Walnut (reek

Nestled down a private driveway, this recently built home welcomes you with a fabulously designed
floor plan. It sprawls with 5 spacious bedrooms, one on the entry level main floor and 4 additional 5 3

upstairs, 3 full baths, eat-in kitchen that opens to the family room and adjacent to the formal living od Bath lcre
room and dining room. Crafted by Branagh Development, the beautiful hardwood floors, 10-ft d

ceilings, and bevy of windows, all on .50 acres, is a wonderful place to call home. The home offers i2'7 58 ‘l ‘l 000/0
exquisite finishes in an exceptional quiet & peaceful creek-side setting. Set in the spectacular Saranap Sq pt (Crochaid, Location!
neighborhood, enjoy the nearby conveniences of downtown Walnut Creek, the fabulous schools,

close-in commute location yet tucked in your own corner of the world.

Call for Details | Open Sat / Sun 1-4 | 2397warrenrd.com

Close to everything!

Amy Rose Smith .
Partner/ Village Associates FINDING THE
925.212.3897

amy@amyrosesmith.com . . .
www.amyrosesmith.com

CalDRE: #01855959 ' AMYROSESMITH

villageassociates.com | @villageassociates \/|||age 925.254.0505 | It's Village. Of Course.

ASSOCIATES




Central Contra Costa
Market is Shifting —

May 2022!

The Real Estate News is peppered
with articles about the RE Market declining or
decelerating. Reviewing these articles, the term
“deceleration” means a slowing of value increases.
Another article that discussed a “decline” in the
market was referring to a reduction in the number of
multiple offers. In other words, home prices are not
rising as fast, and the number of competitive bids is
less crazy. However, as of May 31, the YTD average
sale price increase compared to 2021 was 18 plus
percent. To see each city’s YTD comparison, go to
www.YourContraCostaRealtor.com.

Nationally and locally, the real estate
market is shifting. The is a result of escalating
Mortgage Rates and severe inflation. The number
of closed transactions remains static from April
through May. The average Days on Market (DOM)
has increased from 7.82 days April to 9.45 days in
May for closed transactions. Pending sales in May
increased to 10.73 DOM. The most affordable cities
in central county are still Concord and Martinez with
average sale prices of $952K and $970K, respectively.
The number of competitive bids has been dropping
in April and May with few transactions realizing
multiple offers. Also, inventory is creeping up.

What does this data imply? It’s still a strong
market for sellers and | see prices continuing to
rise, albeit at a slower pace. To get top dollar, your
house really needs to shine. Sellers should perform
inspections (roof, termite, home, and for homes built
before 1960, sewer lateral inspections). Address
deferred maintenance. Consider new interior paint
using contemporary colors. Buyers prefer light
colored, painted kitchen cabinets versus stained ones.
Most importantly, hire an Experienced REALTOR to
guide you through this process to get top dollar.

You can read additional blogs that I've
written at www.YourContraCostaRealtor.com.

Cary Amo,
REALTOR

DRE #01104264
C:925.818.0880
971 Dewing Ave.
Lafayette
cary@caryamo.com

www.YourContraCostaRealtor.com

% VANGUARD
‘ PROPERTIES
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Easy air travel tips for simplifying

your trip

... continued from Page D4

Here are some ways to get through se-
curity faster: Do not wear jewelry. You can
pack it in your carry-on and put it on later.
Do not wear any clothing with sparkles or
glitter (obviously). Empty your purse be-
fore you leave the house to remove the
possibility of any metal items or other no-
no’s that might have fallen in there (bottles
with liquid, large binder clips, knives of
any kind, screwdriver, measuring tape,
etc.) I'm a professional organizer and al-
ways carry knives and tools in my bag, so
it’s critical that I empty it before traveling.
Dress to undress, need I say more? Wear
slip-on shoes (wear socks, because
ewwww!), have nothing in your pockets
and avoid wearing anything that requires
a belt on traveling day. Purchase the clear,
small bottles and fill them with your own
shampoo, conditioner and lotion. TSA has

Professional Organizer, Jennifer Raftis, CPO® founded Efficiency Matters,
LLC to help you with all of your organizing needs for your home and busi-
ness. She is a Certified Professional Organizer and an active board mem-
ber with NAPO, National Association of Productivity and Organizing Pro-

fessionals.

She is also an independent representative for The Container Store and has
expertise in designing closets, garages, pantries, playrooms and more. In
addition, she is a Corporate Organizing and Productivity Consultant and
has worked with Fortune 500 companies across the U.S. Another large part
of her business is move management especially working with seniors who
are downsizing. She and her husband have lived in Moraga for 30 years,
raising 3 kids and working countless volunteer hours with many local non-
profit organizations and schools. Jennifer@efficiencymattersllic.com,

925-698-3756 www.efficiencymattersllc.com

strict guidelines about liquids that you can
carry on so be sure to check the rules. Bet-
ter yet, avoid all the hassle and apply for
TSA PreCheck® at tsa.gov. It’s good for a
few years and the line is faster.

During the flight, whether you are fly-
ing across the country or only for a few
hours, you want to be as relaxed and com-
fortable as possible. Bring a scarf or shawl
because airplanes are cold and it can serve
as a blanket and make sure you bring your
earbuds in case you do not want to chat
with your seatmate the entire way. It's a
universal way of saying, “don’t talk to me”
(in the kindest way). Lastly, bring snack
bars because ... delays, delays, delays.

In conclusion, as always, being orga-
nized can make a huge difference, espe-
cially when you are traveling. The good
news is that we can “move about the
cabin” once again and I am grateful for the
privilege of travel.

Happy trails! Stay safe!




Want to work with a realtor who is used to winning a challenge?
Want to have fun in the process?

Tom quided us well through the entire process from listing to closing and treated us throughout as if we were his only client.
~Tim & Robin, Lafayette

Not only is Tom Stack the real estate profes- We can enthusiastically recommend Tom as a
sional of your dreams, but he has heart. Real Estate Agent extraordinaire.
~Mei Sun Lafayette ~Fernando and Adelina, Lafayette

TOM STACK REAL-ESTATE

Tom helped us sell our house for a price ke ; Tom took the time to get to know us and
that greatly exceeded our expectations. - really understand what we were looking for.
~Sarah & Derick, Pleasant Hill ~Stephanie & Dave, Moraga to Orinda

Tom was in my corner every step of the way making smart decisions that maximized my gain.
"!‘ ~Barry, Lafayette to Rossmoor *\

925.878.9964 | TomStack.com Tom.Stack@cbnorcal.com

|

48 Via Floreado, Orinda | $2,495,000 3 Josefa Place, Moraga | $789,000 3357 Springhill Road, Lafayette | $2,495,000
48viafloreado.com 3josefa.com 3357springhill.com

Terri Bates Walker
C.510.282.4420 | CalRE #01330081

CDLDWELL BAHKER REALT? TerriBatesWalker@gmail.com

TerriBatesWalker.com
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

Growing water-wise

... continued from Page D1

Drought-tolerant perennial contenders
include:

Statice

Everlasting sweet pea

Everlasting sweet pea is a welcome perennial.

Echinacea
Sage

Sea holly
Rose
Feverfew

Shrubs with minimal water needs are:
Ceanothus,

Bottlebrush

Pride of Madeira

Heavenly bamboo

Pittosporum

Smoke tree

Cotoneaster

Butterfly bush

Hydrangeas that are three to four years old
will do fine. Younger specimens will require
more water.

Vines that I recommend are:
Bougainvillea

Honeysuckle

Jasmine

Climbing and rambling roses.

Annuals don’t have roots that go as deep as
perennials. They focus energy on flowering
which requires increased moisture.

These annuals usually require only
weekly watering to one inch as opposed to
daily drinks:

Zinnia

Marigold

Cleome

Portulaca

California poppy

Globe amaranth

Vinca

Chamomile

Chamomile reseeds itself without any
irrigation.

925-377-0977

Photos Cynthia Brian
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Cosmos

Sunflower

Wax begonia

To minimize water waste, prioritize planting
drought-tolerant perennials, shrubs and
trees, and augment with color spots of
annuals. Established plants do better in a
drought than in a newly planted landscape.
A plant is considered established when its
roots have taken hold and spread in the soil.
Perennials take a year to be established
plants. A shrub could take two to three years,
and most trees need three or more years. For
this reason, it is always recommended to
plant a garden in spring and fall when the
weather is milder.

In a drought, paying attention to our
trees is critical. Give established trees a
deep soak every three to four weeks to keep
roots from rising to the surface. Trees will
experience leaf drop in the heat, but the tree
will survive. If your trees are two years old
or younger, an easy way to give them a good
drink is to drill holes in a five-gallon bucket
to allow water to slowly trickle to the roots.
When you use a soaker wand, make sure to
position it six feet or more from the trunk of
the tree or at the end of the canopy as that is
where the roots are. Roots are not at the
base.

A sampling of California native trees that
will be beautiful and survive in a drought
include:

Olive

Pomegranate

Fig

Marina strawberry

Desert willow

Pistache

Mimosa

Manzanita

Crape myrtle

Redbud

... continued on Page D14
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Lamorinda home sales recorded
... continued from Page D2

Moraga ... continued

446 Millfield Place, $2,415,000, 4 Bdrms, 2386 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 05-11-22,
Previous Sale: $839,000, 08-15-02

156 Miramonte Drive, $1,130,000, 4 Bdrms, 1828 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 05-10-22,
Previous Sale: $855,000, 04-02-19

478 Rheem Boulevard, $850,000, 2 Bdrms, 1170 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 05-11-22,
Previous Sale: $685,000, 04-19-18

5 Roberts Court, $2,300,000, 5 Bdrms, 2484 SqFt, 1960 YrBlt, 05-06-22

424 Woodminster Drive, $915,000, 3 Bdrms, 1800 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 05-13-22,
Previous Sale: $700,500, 08-18-15

ORINDA

9 Broadview Terrace, $3,260,000, 4 Bdrms, 2382 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 05-13-22,
Previous Sale: $1,850,000, 09-08-14

58 Brookwood Road, $1,315,000, 3 Bdrms, 1624 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 05-03-22,
Previous Sale: $706,500, 05-15-18

21 Camino Del Diablo, $2,225,000, 4 Bdrms, 3457 SqFt, 1946 YrBlt, 05-05-22,
Previous Sale: $1,765,000, 03-25-21

372 Camino Sobrante, $1,625,000, 3 Bdrms, 2450 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 05-09-22

435 Dalewood Drive, $3,435,000, 4 Bdrms, 3056 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 05-09-22

18 Easton Court, $1,800,000, 3 Bdrms, 2039 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 05-13-22,
Previous Sale: $280,000, 07-01-87

115 El Toyonal, $1,750,000, 3 Bdrms, 1594 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 05-02-22,
Previous Sale: $1,250,000, 05-14-19

11 La Cuesta Road, $3,600,000, 4 Bdrms, 3872 SqFt, 1948 YrBlt, 05-10-22,
Previous Sale: $2,400,000, 07-27-00

9 La Noria, $1,910,000, 3 Bdrms, 3034 SqFt, 1938 YrBlt, 05-12-22,
Previous Sale: $1,300,000, 03-12-19

21 Lavina Court, $2,022,000, 3 Bdrms, 1586 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 05-13-22,
Previous Sale: $625,000, 02-15-11

20 Los Cerros, $3,475,000, 5 Bdrms, 4011 SqFt, 1939 YrBlt, 05-02-22,
Previous Sale: $1,870,000, 07-02-08

412 Moraga Way, $1,915,000, 3 Bdrms, 2470 SqFt, 1938 YrBlt, 05-11-22

7 Oak Arbor Road, $3,750,000, 5 Bdrms, 6967 SqFt, 1977 YrBlt, 05-02-22,
Previous Sale: $1,300,000, 03-04-98

38 Parklane Drive, $3,100,000, 5 Bdrms, 2454 SqFt, 1947 YrBlt, 05-12-22,
Previous Sale: $780,000, 09-27-04

25 Southwood Drive, $3,200,000, 4 Bdrms, 4011 SqFt, 2014 YrBlt, 05-12-22,
Previous Sale: $700,000, 05-15-13

85 Tarry Lane, $2,100,000, 3 Bdrms, 1710 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 05-05-22,
Previous Sale: $630,000, 01-04-00
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

Growing water-wise
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garden.

... continued from Page D12

Keep an eye on your oak trees. They tend to topple over
without any wind when they either have too much moisture or
not enough.

As much as we love our vegetable gardens, this season only
grow what you will eat or share with family and friends.
Because of the lack of water, it is not prudent to overplant.
Herbs are mostly drought-tolerant, especially rosemary.

To grow in water-wise knowledge, we need to embrace
varied techniques for watering.

1. Water early in the day before the temperature warms.

2. Test your soil to determine its dryness. Only water when the
soil is dry two to four inches down.

3. Even on the hottest days, don’t be tempted to give your
plants an extra drink.

4. Group plants with similar watering needs in one area.

5. Check irrigation systems for leaks.

6. Inspect drip systems to make sure the hoses are not
strangling plants.

rian

7. Watering deeply twice a week will keep your plants alive.

8. Mulch, mulch, mulch with layers of at least three inches.

9. When adding to your garden in the summer, do so on a cool
or cloudy day.

10. Include water-conserving measures indoors by taking
shorter showers. Keep a bucket in your showers and sinks to
use for containers or outside.

In the water restriction days during the extreme drought of
the 1970s, the slogan was “If its brown flush it down. If it’s
yellow, let it mellow,” as each flush wasted seven gallons.

June 20- 26 is designated as pollinator week. Bees, butterflies,
birds, bats, beetles, wasps, and moths as well as smaller
mammals transport pollen to various species to make our
gardens grow. Without our pollinators, we would have no food.
Honor these hard-working garden helpers by making your
garden pollinator friendly.

Take the plunge and grow water-wise this summer. Have a
safe and healthy Independence Day!

Happy Gardening. Happy Growing.



Wed., June 22, 2022 OUR HOMES Page: D15

T
F g Iy

Cynthia Brian encourages growing roses.

Cynthia Brian, The Goddess Gardener, is available for
hire to help you prepare for your summer garden.
Raised in the vineyards of Napa County, Cynthia is a New
York Times best-selling author, actor, radio personality,
speaker, media and writing coach as well as the Founder
and Executive Director of Be the Star You Are!® 501 c3.
Tune into Cynthia’s StarStyle® Radio Broadcast at
www.StarStyleRadio.com.

Buy copies of her books, including, Chicken Soup for the
Gardener’s Soul, Growing with the Goddess Gardener,
and Be the Star You Are!
www.cynthiabrian.com/online-store. Receive a FREE
inspirational music DVD and special savings.

Hire Cynthia for writing projects, garden consults, and
inspirational lectures.

Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com

McDonnell « Nursery

e

family owned since 1933 ) 4

Flowers * Trees * Succulents ¢ Pottery & Fountains
Benches * Garden Decor * House Plants ¢ Gifts * Jewelry

www.mcdonnellnursery.com

196 Moraga Way -« (925) 254-3713 < Open Wednesday - Sunday

Bay A
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Synthetic Grass - Instollation - Landscaping
_--"'_'_'_F i

1801 Saint Mary’s Rd. Moraga, CA 94556

Phone (925) 819-2100

* Design & Consulting
* New Landscape Installation * Re-Landscape & Remodel
* Residential & Commercial * Green Landscape Options
* Maintenance & Clean Ups * Synthetic Lawn Installation

CA Lic# 938445
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1s simple.
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Village. Of course.






