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Town Council: Wednesday, July 13, 6:30 p.m.

4 Planning Commission: Tuesday, July 19, 6:30 p.m.,
4 Park and Recreation Commission:

TBA

Moraga School District Board Meetings :
TBA

LeapFrog Plumbing
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) Got gas? Many people

7 think plumbers deal only
with water and sewage.
Not true! We install and
repair all types of gas lines
and fixtures too.

eapFrog Loot
$25 off

= ANy Rlumbing job _
LeapFrog Loot
$100 off

Gas line installation
over $600 I

i

~ summer
specials...

* Outdoor kitchens
* New gas lines for cooktops
and dryers

* Fire pits & patio heaters

* Pool heaters & hot tubs LeapFrog Loot

* Natural gas barbecues

We're poly-pipe certified, (better than iron) | $ 1 00 Off
Approved vendors of PG&E 1 Tankless water heater

1 installation’

*1.COUpON per service, exp. 8J31/21

We Hop Io It!

Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993
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CA Lic

929641 www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Potential uses of Palos Colorados — Fund 100

By Vera Kochan

The Palos Colorados project
had been in development for
over 30 years. It involved a
1986 original plan submittal
for 146 homes and a golf
course in Moraga, bordering
Lafayette. After several years
of litigation, Moraga, Lafayette
and Richfield Real Estate Cor-
poration agreed to a settle-
ment surrounding the original
Palos Colorados project, re-
ducing the number of homes
to 123 and no golf course.
The town created Fund
100 - One Time Developer
Fees (Palos Colorados), which
are unrestricted and can be
used for any purpose that the
town council sees fit. At this
point, the Fund has approxi-
mately $2.8 million available
which may increase by an ad-
ditional $11 million in the fu-
ture if the Palos Colorados
123-unit residential develop-
ment moves forward and the
outstanding loans are repaid.
During the council’s June
22 meeting, staff presented
potential uses for the funds.

One suggestion was to have an
emergency reserve fund to
protect against any future fi-
nancial or physical emergen-
cies. Staff was directed to
bring back a future agenda
item regarding a possible es-
tablishment of such a fund.
According to the staff re-
port by Town Manager Cyn-
thia Battenberg and Parks and
Recreation Director Breyana
Brandt, recreation and open
space enhancements should
be included for consideration
“to improve the nearby trail
system and construct projects
and improvements identified
in the Parks and Recreation
Master Plan and the Moraga
Commons Park Site Specific
Master Plan.” The council de-
cided that this issue should be
discussed at a future meeting
after the engagement of the
Park and Recreation Commis-
sion and stakeholders with
regards to potential uses and
priorities related to that de-
partment’s infrastructure.
Another use for the funds
would be to address Moraga’s
unfunded pension liability. A
2019 study showed that costs

will peak between 2026 and
2035. Staff recommended that
the town set aside $1 million
to $1.5 million now, in a side
fund, to assist in making the
liability payments during the
peak years. Council members
agreed on a creation of some
type of supplemental pension
trust.

Additionally, as directed
by the town council during its
June 8 meeting, a $250,000
contribution to the John Muir
Land Trust from Fund 100 for
the purchase of Harvey Ranch
has been added to the pro-
posed Fiscal Year 2022-23
budget. The decision passed
with a 4-1 vote. Mayor Steve
Woehleke expressed a desire
to wait closer to the December
2022 deadline before making
a contribution, in the event
that more donations from the
public might lessen Moraga's
monetary load. The town re-
ceived an overwhelming
amount of correspondence
from residents in favor of the
$250,000 decision in JMLT's
favor.

PG&E donates $100K for Moraga
Commons Enhancement Program

Submitted by
Kerry Hillis

Pacific Gas & Electric Co. dou-
bled its donation to the Moraga
Community Foundation’s Mor-
aga Commons Enhancement
Program. PG&E’s recent dona-

AAAAA

Ea

RENTE)SPACE
Ertore It Yourself & Save

SAVINGS

2l

QOO®wis B

Hours of operation
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tion of $50,000 matches a pre-
vious donation in 2021, raising
to $100,000 the total donation
from the company.

“PG&E’s generous dona-
tions in 2022 and 2021 will en-
sure that the Moraga Commons
is fully accessible to all visitors.
MCF appreciates and is grateful
to have PG&E’s support,” said
Dave Trotter, MCF’s president
and former Moraga mayor.

Initiated in 2021, MCF’s
Moraga Commons Enhance-
ment capital campaign will
fund accessibility improve-
ments and amenities at the
Commons and West Commons
parks. The program’s major el-
ements include: Replacing ag-
ing restrooms to ensure ADA
accessibility; installing a new
water bottle filling station and
drinking fountain near the en-
trance to the Commons and the
Lafayette-Moraga Regional
Trail; supporting the town’s
construction of ADA improve-
ments to picnic areas near the
All-Access Playground; planting
trees in the Commons and West
Commons parks; making irri-
gation improvements in the
Commons and West Commons
parks; and replacing the aging

flagpole at the entrance to the
Commons Park.

With PG&E’s recent dona-
tion to the enhancement pro-
gram, MCF has raised over
$365,000, bringing the founda-
tion close to its goal of $450,000
in total funds raised. Between
this year and last, MCF has pre-
sented checks totaling $132,000
to the town of Moraga to fund
the new drinking fountain,
flagpole, tree planting and irri-
gation improvements, all of
which have already been in-
stalled or are in progress. Addi-
tionally, a large portion of these
funds are a down payment to-
ward the construction of new
accessible restroom facilities,
which are expected to be com-
pleted in 2023.

“PG&E is proud to serve all
of our hometown communities.
It’s at the heart of what we do
and why we decided to support
the Moraga Community Foun-
dation and the Moraga Com-
mons project,” said Aaron
Johnson, PG&E’s Vice President
of Bay Area Region. "We look
forward to seeing the progress
along the way, as this will ben-
efit Moraga for years to come."
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COMPLETE TREE CARE
Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!
Certified Arborists
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com
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