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MPD discusses military equipment

use policy

Bean bag projectiles

By Vera Kochan

Assembly Bill 481 is intended to
increase transparency, ac-
countability, and oversight sur-
rounding the acquisition and
use of military equipment by
state and local law enforce-
ment, which includes, but isn’t
limited to unmanned aerial or
ground vehicles, armored vehi-
cles, command and control ve-
hicles, pepper balls, less lethal
shotguns, long range acoustic
devices and flashbangs.

While the Moraga Police
Department does not utilize
most of the above-mentioned
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weaponry, nevertheless as of
Jan. 1 it is required to obtain
approval from the town council
through an adoption of a mili-
tary equipment use policy. The
policy must be reviewed and
approved annually after a
community review process and
an MPD report.

MPD Chief Jon King related
to the town council during its
June 22 meeting that such
equipment becomes available
to local law enforcement agen-
cies after military action over-
seas ends. Currently, MPD has
less lethal shotguns and bean
bag projectiles in addition to
two free surplus military gen-

erators used to power town fa-
cilities during outages.

“The less lethal shotgun
and bean bag projectiles allow
officers to confront a poten-
tially armed or dangerous sus-
pect at a longer distance, po-
tentially preventing a deadly
force encounter,” King stated in
his staff report. “The range of
the weapons system helps to
maintain this increased dis-
tance between officers and a
suspect, reducing the immedi-
acy of the threat, which is a
principle of de-escalation.”

Mayor Steve Woehleke
asked King if Moraga was ex-
cluded from the use of drones,
to which King replied, “We do
not currently operate drones.
We have other agencies who
do. For example: Moraga-
Orinda Fire District has drones;
the Lafayette Police have
drones; the Sheriff’s Office has
drones; and those law enforce-
ment agencies all have similar
policies about their use. As long
as those policies are abided by
on a mutual aid or assistance
basis, we could have them as-
sist us, but if we wanted to start
a drone program of our own, I
would have to come to you [the
council] ahead of time and get
your approval to make those
purchases.”

The item will return to the
council on Aug. 24.
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35 years of experience in architectural design

KAFLAN ARCHITECTS

www.kaplanarchitects.com
(510) 361-0223

Kelly Sopak Insurance Agcy Inc
Kelly Sopak, Agent

Insurance Lic#: 6006124

1 Northwood Drive Suite 1
Orinda, CA 94563

Mon-Thurs 9:00am to 5:00pm
Fridays 9:00am to 4:30pm
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Bloomington, IL
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Winter Haven, FL
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Surprisingly
great rates that
fit any budget.

| can help you bundle your
home and auto insurance,
at arate that may surprise
you. Call me for a quote today.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farmis there.

Individual premiums and budgets will vary by
customer. All applicants subject to State Farm’
underwriting requirements. Availability and
amount of discounts and savings vary by state.
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ORINDA | $2,825,000

G3 COLDWELL BANKER | REALTY

Welcome to this rebuilt and expanded 5br/4.5ba gem offers views and elegance. Enjoy a great room and eat-in gourmet kitchen, welcoming living room & expansive deck.

Vlatka Bathgate 925.597.1573

vlatka@bestlamorindahomes.com | CalRE #01390784

MORAGA | $1,695,000
Located in desirable Campolindo, this 3 bedroom, 2 bath single-story home is set on a peaceful cul-de-sac offering a magical garden with paver patio, firepit & more.

Michelle Holcenberg 925.324.0405
michelle@holcenberg.com | CalRE #01373412

ORINDA | $1,895,000
Pending. This single-story Glorietta home is set on an approximately .61 acre lot with 4 bedrooms plus bonus space and 2 baths with a flat yard with lawn, deck & hot tub.

Michelle Holcenberg 925.324.0405 | CalRE #01373412
Suzanne Geoffrion 925.699.4832 | CalRE #01878803

ColdwellBankerHomes.com GUIDING YOU HOME SINCE 1906
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