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Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get
rid of rats, mice and other rodents.
GUARANTEED

FREE In-Home Inspection,
Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount

Call 925-433-3988 ﬁﬂnuesl

www.honestrodentproofing.com
Servicing the Bay Area to Sacramento

Rodent Prooling
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Integrity

Frank Woodward

Knowledge

Planning a Summer or Fall Home Sale?

In spite of shifting economic conditions, the Lamorinda seller’s
market remains strong for well prepared, properly priced and
expertly promoted properties.

Call me today for a complimentary property evaluation and
marketing plan. Utilize my 20+ years of local real estate succe

Results

Realtor®, Luxury Property Specialist

T. 925.788.4963

E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com
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Orinda city council wonders how to translate Safety Element
into real safety

By Sora O’Doherty

The Orinda City Council heard a
report on July 5 from the Safety
Element project team on the
draft Safety Element update,
which will be submitted to the
state of California along with
the 6th cycle Housing Element.
Both elements are required by
state law. The project team in-
cludes Planning Director Drum-
mond Buckley and Associate
Planner Winnie Mui, along with
contractor Placeworks. Eli
Krispi of Placeworks gave a pre-
sentation to the council.

The safety element is a
mandatory part of the city’s
general plan and identifies haz-
ards, such as fire and smoke

concerns, evacuations, seismic
hazards, landslides, flood and
other topics of concern.
Orinda’s current safety element
is 35 years old, and needs to be
updated to include new stan-
dards and to integrate the local
hazard mitigation plan, the
Contra Costa Countywide Com-
munity Wildfire Protection plan
and other planning efforts, as
well as the efforts of the
Moraga-Orinda Fire District to
update and build a unified
strategy for addressing wildfire
hazards and risks.

There have been some sig-
nificant legislative develop-
ments, such as SB 1241, which
increased requirements for
flood and wildfire protection,

SB 379, which requires a safety
element to address climate
change and resilience, and SB
99/AB 747, which require the
safety element to show and as-
sess evacuation routes and
evacuation-constrained areas.
Climate change in Orinda is
predicted to result in more fre-
quent and intense wildfires,
and more extreme heat events
as well as increases in severe
weather, including intense rain-
fall events, and increases in
drought conditions. The report
to the council noted that house-
holds in poverty and low-
resourced people of color are
the most vulnerable popula-
tions to drought, while extreme
heat will also affect outdoor

workers, seniors, and people
with chronic illness and/or dis-
abilities. Human health hazards
will affect major employers,
such as the Orinda Union
School District, while landslides
pose risk to electrical transmis-
sion infrastructure, residential
structures, major roads and
highways, and natural gas
pipelines, as well as schools and
parks.

Although evacuation analy-
ses will be required in 2023,
Orinda is addressing the re-
quirement in advance in re-
sponse to community feedback
and known issues. A study will
identify potential evacuation
routes based on past work by
the city and MOFD, including

Highway 24, major roadways
and local roadways of critical
importance. The study will eval-
uate the capacity of evacuation
routes as compared to the num-
ber of households they serve,
and whether evacuation routes
are likely to be affected by nat-
ural hazards or other emergen-
cies. It will also consider shelter
locations, which are safe loca-
tions, either within or outside
Orinda, where people can
safety shelter. Two communi-
ties slated to be considered as
communities of refuge are
Wilder and J&J Ranch.

The city has been seeking
public input on the draft
safety plan.
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Election deadlines, some incumbents won’t run again

By Sora O'Doherty

The general election on Nov. 8
will fill local seats on city or
town councils and school dis-
trict boards. The nomination
period for candidates opened
at 8 a.m. on July 18. The
deadline for nominations is
Aug. 12, but if an incumbent

chooses not to run again, the
deadline is extended to Aug.
17 at 5 p.m. for non-
incumbent candidates.

In Orinda, there will be
three seats up for election on
both the city council and the
Orinda Union School Board.
Mayor Dennis Fay and council
members Amy Worth and
Nick Kosla are at the end of

their current terms. Kosla
has announced that he will
not be running for reelection,
a decision he says he made
when he first ran for the
council. “Four years is a long
time,” he said. Kosla has pre-
viously served on the Orinda
Planning Commission as well.
OUSD Board Members
Carol Brown, Jason Kaune

and Liz Daoust also have
terms ending at the end of the
year. Brown has stated that
she will not be running for re-
election. Therefore, both
races, Orinda city council and
OUSD board, will be subject to
the extended deadline of Aug.
17 for non-incumbents to file
nomination papers indicating
their intentions to run for

those offices.

Candidates for city coun-
cil are encouraged to contact
City Clerk Sheri Smith at
ssmith@cityoforinda.org or
(925) 253-4221 to schedule an
appointment to take out
and/or file nomination
papers.
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MORAGA | $2,850,000

Remodeled 5br/3ba home with a custom kitchen open to family room, spacious living room w/fireplace, formal dining room, upstairs primary bedroom & fabulous backyard.

Michelle Holcenberg 925.324.0405
michelle@holcenberg.com | CalRE #01373412
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LAFAYETTE | $2,290,000

M. Judy@JudyLynnHomes.com | CalRE #01802558

ORINDA | $2,825,000
Welcome to this rebuilt and expanded 5br/4.5ba gem offers views and elegance. Enjoy a great room and eat-in gourmet kitchen, welcoming living room & expansive deck.

. Vlatka Bathgate 925.597.1573

vlatka@bestlamorindahomes.com | CalRE #01390784

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

3br/2ba updated modern farmhouse on large flat lot w/mature fruit trees. The lot has an abundance of usable land. The large swimming pool w/pool house is sure to please.
o Judy Lynn Kiersey 925.640.0040

GUIDING YOU HOME SINCE 1906
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