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Photo Sora O'Doherty
Heavy brush and dense trees on undeveloped land pose a huge fire risk; MOFD ordinance 22-02 requires 100-foot fuel break at perimeter of undeveloped parcels.

Wildfire mitigation efforts blunted by
reluctant residents and public landowners

By Sora O’Doherty

In the month of June, of the 2,846 fire inspections
conducted by the Moraga-Orinda Fire District, 1,252
properties failed the inspections and by the end of
the month only 243 homes either had the work com-
pleted and reported or completed and been re-
assessed, according to MOFD Chief Dave Winnacker

City Council and MOFD on July 12.

To date this season 3,474 inspections have been
completed and Winnacker said he is confident that
MOFD has the right staffing. But he did report a re-
luctance of homeowners to complete the work to
bring their property into compliance with the new
fire code.

“Today,” he said, “a resident called the police on
me because they felt that I was harassing them.”

move vegetation, Winnacker reported that there is a
problem with big public landowners, such as the
East Bay Regional Park District, the East Bay Munici-
pal Utility District, and the city of Orinda. According
to MOFD Ordinance 22-02 which became effective
on April 16 following the board’s March 21 ap-
proval, undeveloped parcels of 10 acres or greater
require that a fuel break of 100 feet be maintained
around the entire perimeter of the parcel.

who spoke at the second 2x2 meeting of the Orinda
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In addition to the reluctance of residents to re- ... continued on Page A8
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FREE coffes & broakfost treats in Lofayette Plaza Park # o.m, - 10 a.m wirrn - LAFAYETTECHAMBER.ORG/SIDEWALK-SALE

By Lou Fancher

What better way can there be to celebrate summer by starting the day on July 30
with free coffee and breakfast treats enjoyed with family, friends and neighbors
at the Lafayette Plaza Park? The Lafayette Chamber of Commerce and the City of
Lafayette will host the morning soiree accompanied by local artists and business
owners whose booths will add zing — and a warm-up - to the annual Citywide
Sidewalk Sale event.

After the libations, shoppers on the streets and sidewalks of Lafayette will
engage in the civic action of commerce to support local retail, restaurants and
service providers. Participating shopkeepers, restaurant owners and a variety of
locally-owned businesses offer special discounts and sales throughout the day.

Chamber Executive Director Jay Lifson says that “great cities need to have
certain elements to make them great. The first is a really good story. It needs to
be historical or have a strong sense of place. Lafayette has its Green Hills and
Great Schools stories. Like many small towns, Lafayette struggles with the pres-
sure of building more housing and the desire to keep the community semi-
rural. Lafayette embraces new concepts and trends. We have three big landown-
ers in town who have worked very hard to find the right mix of locally owned
small businesses and national brands. It’s the best of all worlds.”

Underscoring Lifson’s obvious enthusiasm for local business promotion is a
deep-rooted belief in the history of cities. He says the mix of businesses and
buildings that have been in Lafayette for decades and newcomers to the market-
place in renovated digs brings to his mind memories of Chicago. “The mix of re-
ally old architecture and the rebuilding of Chicago after the great fire in 1871
had many modern buildings popping up. They were all so different and they
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blended together well.” ... continued on Page A10
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62VanRipperLane.com
Orinda

2858+ Sq. Ft.|.24+ Acre
Offered at $2,395,000

COMPASS

581SilveradoDrive.com

Orinda

2075+ Sq. Ft.|.24+ Acre
Offered at $1,945,000

DanaGreenTeam.com | 925.339.1918 | DRE 01482454

Lamorinda’s #1Real Estate Team Since 2010
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1591+ Sq. Ft.| .28+ Acre
Offered at $1,750,000

Summer fun for Lafayett
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By Jennifer Wake

Local toddlers and young chil-
dren were greeted with fun
music, face painting, bubbles
and games July 12 as part of
the free Concert for Kids at
Creekside Commons on Carol
Lane in Lafayette, featuring
Bay Area children’s music
artist Andy Z (Andreas
Zamenes) and the Andyland
Trio. Zamenes has been de-
lighting kids and families for
two decades. The event was
one of several unique Lafayette
events focused on younger kids
and their families this summer.

Through the month of Au-
gust on Tuesday nights at 6
p-m., the Lafayette Library
hosts a half-hour Campfire Sto-
rytime for the whole family.
The evenings include singing
songs, reading picture books
aloud, and body movement ac-
tivities for the younger chil-
dren as well as crafts and col-
oring. Sensory Storytime is
also offered at 10:30 to 11 a.m.
on Thursdays at the Library
through the month of August
and features a visual storytime

For information, visit
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schedule, lots of repetition,
short and interactive stories,
designated seating, and dim
lights to accommodate every-
one. While Sensory Storytime
is for toddlers and preschool-
ers, all are welcome.

Bel and Bunna’s Books is
also hosting two Special Circle
and Story Times, the first at the
Library at 9:30 a.m. on Mon-
day, July 25 and at the book
store on Aug. 31, featuring
“The Very Hungry Catepillar”
Circle Time.

https://belandbunnasbhooks.com/summer-story-times/

LLLCF presents its Distinguished Speaker Series in August

The Lafayette Library and
Learning Center Foundation
will present three author dis-
cussions as part of its Distin-
guished Speaker Series Aug. 9,
10 and 19.

Author Anthony Marra
will speak at 7 p.m. Aug. 9 in
the Don Tatzin Community
Hall about his book, “Mercury
Pictures Presents,” a love let-
ter to life’s bit players, a
panorama of an era that casts

a long shadow over our own,
and a tour de force by a novel-
ist whose work The Washing-
ton Post calls “a flash in the
heavens that makes you look
up and believe in miracles,”
according to the LLLCF web-
site. Tickets are $30 and in-
clude a copy of “Mercury Pic-
tures Presents.”

On Aug. 10 Emi Nietfeld
will discuss her memoir, “Ac-
ceptance” at 7 p.m. in the Don

Tatzin Community Hall. “Ac-
ceptance” is described as a lu-
minous, generation-defining
memoir of foster care and
homelessness, Harvard and
Big Tech, examining society’s
fixation with resilience — and
its cost. Tickets are $27 and
include a copy of Nietfeld’s
memoir.

And on Aug. 19 at 2 p.m.
in the Don Tatzin hall, in part-
nership with Orinda Books,

author Daniel Stone will dis-
cuss his book, “Sinkable: Ob-
session, the Deep Sea, and the
Shipwreck of the Titanic”
which is part narrative history
and part adventure, filled with
colorful characters and fasci-
nating science that reveals a
crucial part of the Titanic’s
story almost no one ever ex-
amines. "Brimming with hu-
mor, curiosity and wit," ac-
cording to the LLLCF website,

“Sinkable’ follows in the tradi-
tion of Susan Orlean and Bill
Bryson, offering up a page-
turning work of personal jour-
nalism and an immensely en-
tertaining romp through the
deep sea and the nature of
obsession.”

To rsvp for any of these
programs, visit
https://www.lllcf.org/special-
events
-J. Wake
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special home.

barbbrawnerhomes.com

BARB BRAWNER HOMES

JUST LISTED - 23 OVERHILL ROAD, ORINDA
4 BEDROOM | 3 BATH | 2,535 SQFT | .41 ACRE | $2,198,000

Please contact me for
details or to tour this

wn

Barbara Brawner JD :’()
Realtor o

925.212.7672 2
barb@barbbrawner.com @
DRE01922264 U

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771 All material presented herein
is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may
be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. Al measurements and square footage are approximate.
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Three Lafayette City
Council members' terms
ending this year

Three Lafayette City Council
members — Mayor Teresa Ger-
ringer, Council Member Susan
Candell, and Council Member
Wei-Tai Kwok - will have their
terms expire in 2022. The
nomination period for candi-
dates opened July 18 and the
deadline for nominations is at
5 p.m. Aug. 12. Candidates
may obtain nomination mate-
rials and file documents with
City Clerk Joanne Robbins by
appointment only Monday
through Friday, from 8 a.m. to
5 p.m., according to the city’s
website. Robbins said she does
not have any advance notice

on whether the incumbents in-
tend to run for re-election.

If an incumbent eligible
for re-election does not file
nomination documents by the
Aug. 12 deadline, the deadline
is extended to Aug. 17 at 5 p.m.
for non-incumbent candidates.

The secretary of state will
conduct a randomized alpha-
betic drawing on Aug. 18 to de-
cide the candidates’ name or-
der on the Nov. 8 ballot.

For more information,
contact Robbins at jrob-
bins@lovelafayette.org or call
(925) 284-1968.

- J. Wake
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Lafayette neighborhoods
have new ConFire
Firewise liaison

By Jennifer Wake

Wildfires grow in strength as
they run uphill and a fire in
steep and hilly terrain makes
it difficult to access with a fire
truck or even on foot, accord-
ing to the National Fire Protec-
tion Association. “If your
home or neighborhood is re-
mote from water supplies and
has narrow, winding roads
and driveways, it is especially
challenging to fight fire at
each structure,” states the
NFPA. “If dozens of homes in
your area are threatened,
chances are there are not
enough firefighters, fire
trucks, or water supplies to
protect every home.”

The NFPA also notes most
homes that burn during a
wildfire are ignited by embers
or firebrands landing on the
roof, in gutters, on or under
decks and porches, or in vents
or other openings in the
home. Other homes burn from
small flames (surface fire) that
can touch the house - such as
dry grass that can allow a fire
to run right up to the siding.

The Firewise USA commu-
nities program encourages lo-
cal solutions for safety by in-
volving homeowners in taking
individual responsibility for
preparing their homes from
the risk of wildfire.

One of the biggest benefits
of being part of a Firewise
neighborhood, according to
Lafayette Council Member
Wei-Tai Kwok who coordi-
nated homeowners in his
neighborhood to become Fire-
wise, is having a fire inspector
come to homes in high fire

.
Photo J. Wake

Many Lamorinda neighborhoods sit atop hillsides like this
one high above Springhill Elementary School in Lafayette.

hazard severity zones and let
homeowners know what they
need to do to meet fire code
standards, without the fear of
receiving a citation.

At Lafayette’s July 13
Emergency Preparedness
Commission meeting, Kwok
and other EPC members dis-
cussed ways to educate the
public about the benefits of
becoming Firewise, and in-
creasing the number of neigh-
borhoods involved in the pro-
gram. Lafayette currently has
four recognized neighbor-
hoods, while Moraga and
Orinda have 25.

The Contra Costa County
Fire Protection District has a
new Firewise Liaison, Chris
Giddis, who is taking over for
Inspector Taylor King who
moved to a different city. Ac-
cording to Kwok, who recently
had a 90-minute meeting with
ConFire Chief Lewis Broschard
and Deputy Fire Chief Aaron
McAlister, Giddis is in place
now and is ready to offer sup-
port.

Kwok said insurance com-
panies look favorably at
homes in Firewise neighbor-
hoods, adding that Lafayette
high fire hazard severity
zones are predominantly
north of Highway 24 or near
Lafayette Reservoir.

Emergency Preparedness
Commission Chair Duncan
Seibert noted that there is a
Firewise form available on the
CERT website (below) that can
be completed and will help
track where there is interest
in creating Firewise neighbor-
hoods in Lafayette.

For more information about Firewise, visit
www.lamorindacert.org/resource/firewise-usa/
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KEITH KATZMAN

I'M SELLING LAMORINDA!

Moraga resident since 1966.
Sucessfully selling real estate
for over 35 years.

Q25.376.77T7
keith.katzman@compass.com
DRE # 00875484

All the credit goes to my fantastic clients for propelling me
to this milestone.

Your Strategic Partner

When you're preparing your home for market, it makes sense to assess what
improvements can be made so that you're not leaving money on the table at
closing. But what are those improvements? Let’s work together well before a sale
so that you can benifit from my expertise as a strategic partner!

Concierge Service

The hassle-free way to sell your home faster and for a higher price. Our
Concierge Service helps you maximize the value of your home Compass
Concierge helps you easily prepare your home for market by advancing the
funds for home improvement services.

No upfront costs, no interest, no hidden fees - ever.

Compass is a licensed real estate broker (01991628) in the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only.
Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All
measurements and square footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.

As always, | am here to help ... | listen and | care

Lafayette
Public
Meetings

LAFAVETTE
City Council
Regular Meeting
Monday, July 25, 7 p.m.

Teleconference via City of Lafayette's

You Tube Channel:
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Planning Commission
Meeting

Monday, Aug. 15, 7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Design Review

Wednesday, July 27, 7 p.m. Zoom
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Lafayette Colonial COMPASS

with Southern Charm

3411 Echo Springs Road, Lafayette

Main House: 4 Bed | 3 Bath | 3,485 SF
Guest House: 2 Bed + Office | 1.5 Bath | 1,333 SF

This grand colonial style estate radiates
southern charm and timeless character.

Set on 1.13 acres in a highly coveted location
with a total of 3,485 SF in the main house

and 1,333 SF in the guest house, this unique
southern styled estate is the perfect showcase
for quintessential California living with its
splendid indoor-outdoor connection and
park-like grounds.

| 3411EchoSprings.com | Offered at $3,595,000

Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives . .
925.285.8336
brydonivesteam.com

DRE 01408025 | 01367466 BRYDON&IVES

ERAL DSRANE Pl &id

License Number 01527235, All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is
y iption. All measuremer

compiled from sources deemed relicbie but is
ption. All meas nts and square footages are approximate. This s not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein
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www.moraga.ca.us

Phone: (925) 888-7022

Chamber of Commerce:
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Moraga Citizens’ Network:
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org
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TERRI BATES WALKER

Top 1%
of Contra Costa
County Agents in 2021*

SELLING HOMES BY PUTTING PEOPLE FIRST

C. 510.282.4420
TerriBatesWalker@gmail.com | TerriBatesWalker.com
CalRE #01330081

[E] coLowELL BANKER REALTY
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Town Council: Wednesday, Aug. 24, 6:30 p.m.

4 Planning Commission: Tuesday, Aug. 2, 6:30 p.m.,
& Park and Recreation Commission:

Monday, Aug. 15, 7:00 p.m.,

Moraga School District Board Meetings :

TBA

Got gas? Many people
think plumbers deal only
with water and sewage.
Not true! We install and
repair all types of gas lines
and fixtures too.

eapFrog Loot
$25 off

Any plambing ob',
LeapFrog Loot

$100 off

Gas line installation
over $600 I

i

* Outdoor kitchens

* New gas lines for cooktops
and dryers

* Fire pits & patio heaters

Rl
* Pool heaters & hot tubs LeapFrog Loot
* Natural gas barbecues

We're poly-pipe certified, (better than iron) | $ 75 Off
Approved vendors of PG&E 1 Tankless water heater
1 installation

oo e oo - - -
*1.coupon per service, exp. 9128123

We Hop Io It!

Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993

-
029 377-6600 =

www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

-'l'-_-'l'--'l
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Housing Element Working Draft
2023-31 heads to HCD for review

Example of a Housing Element option

By Vera Kochan

Every municipality in Califor-
nia is required to go through a
process known as the 6th Cy-
cle Housing Element Update
(2023-31). The Regional Hous-
ing Needs Allocation (RHNA)
for Moraga, as determined by
the Association of Bay Area
Governments (ABAG), re-
quires the town to come up
with its “fair share” of hous-
ing responsibilities to fulfill its
assigned quota. In Moraga’s
case the opportunity site
amount is 1,118 units — nearly
five times the 229 units that
Moraga needed to plan for
during the 2015-2023 period.
Opportunity sites identi-

AAAAA

-

QOO®wis B

Hours of operation
Man-Sat Sam -6pm
Office and Yard.

Or call for an
appointment,

3

455 Moraga Rd. Ste. F
(925) 643-2026

Www. SAsSpace.com
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fied in the 6th Cycle Housing
Element draft with the largest
realistic capacity predomi-
nantly included areas within
the Moraga Center Specific
Plan mixed-use “Village” as
well as sites within the Rheem
Shopping Center, with in-
creased zoning to 24 dwelling
units per acre for opportunity
sites, the 123-lot Palos Col-
orados subdivision which has
been approved and recorded,
and 150 units at Indian Vallley
(Canyon Road southwest of ur-
ban area), which is in a very
high fire severity zone and is
being examined by the local
fire district.

Of the necessary units,
318 are for very low-income,
183 are low-income, 172 are
moderate-income, and 445 are
above moderate-income units.

According to the staff re-
port presented by Planning Di-
rector Afshan Hamid and
Barry Miller of Barry Miller
Consulting at the July 11 Town
Council Special Meeting, a
state law “requires that a
‘Working Draft’ of the Housing
Element be submitted to the
State Department of Housing
and Community Development
(HCD) prior to its adoption,
giving the State an opportu-
nity to review the document
and recommend revisions so
that the Element complies
with State law when it is
adopted. Each jurisdiction
must circulate the “‘Working
Draft’ for 30 days before it is
submitted to the state, and
consider revisions based on
public comment.”

In preparation for the fi-
nal outcome, there have been
at least six meetings involving
either the town council or the
planning commission, as well
as two community workshops.

The 225-page “Working
Draft” Housing Element was
officially published on June 30
with advance copies of most
of the chapters appearing on
the town’s website
(www.moraga.ca.us/519/
working-draft-housing-
element) two weeks before-
hand. Goals, policies, and pro-
grams were posted on June 16,
and the remaining chapters
posted by June 28. The publi-
cation of the “Working Draft”
is now in its 30-day review pe-
riod which will end on July 30.

“The heart of the Housing
Element is the ‘Housing Action
Plan’, which is Chapter 6 of
the document,” according to
the staff report. “The Housing
Plan includes seven broad

Photo provided

goals for housing in Moraga.”
Additionally, each goal has a
number of supporting policies
and has a set of 42 action pro-
grams to implement the
policies.

On July 13 the town coun-
cil - joined by Stephanie Ha-
gar, associate principal with
BAE Urban Economics, and
Karen Murphy, Moraga’s as-
sistant attorney - met to re-
view the redlined version of
the “Working Draft”.

The meeting was spent
concentrating on the Housing
Plan, and performing any last
minute tweaks to verbiage
and content of the town’s
goals, policies, and programs
for the next eight years. The
first goal is to anticipate hous-
ing needs by maximizing op-
portunities for the develop-
ment of housing to accommo-
date anticipated growth; facili-
tate mobility within both the
ownership and rental mar-
kets; and encourage a diverse
community. The policies in-
clude fair share housing; en-
suring sufficient land for a
range of housing types; retain-
ing existing residentially
zoned land; and working to in-
fill housing opportunities.

Programs under Goal 1 in-
clude a General Plan Update
with an eye towards the year
2040; adopting amendments
to the Moraga Zoning Regula-
tions in order to meet the
1,118 units required by the
RHNA (including capacity for
at least 501 lower income
units at densities exceeding 20
units per acre); amending
Moraga’s Phase One Zoning
Map changes to increase zon-
ing capacities; adopting Phase
Two Zoning text amendments
within 24 months of Housing
Element adoption by remov-
ing constraints to develop
higher density housing; updat-
ing development activity in
the Moraga and Rheem shop-
ping centers; monitoring de-
velopment activity on all
Housing Opportunity Sites;
maintaining and publicizing
an inventory of vacant and
underutilized parcels that
meet or exceed the town’s
RHNA; and reviewing and re-
porting annually on the imple-
mentation of Housing Element
programs for the prior calen-
dar year.

Goal 2 is to provide a vari-
ety of housing types and af-
fordability levels to help meet
the town’s projected housing
needs.

.. continued on Page A5
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Healtor
93 Moraga Way
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Housing Element Working Draft
2023-31 heads to HCD for review

... continued from Page A4

This addresses housing vari-
ety; rental housing; affordable
and workforce housing; en-
courages multi-generational
housing; manufactured hous-
ing; missing middle housing;
density bonuses; federal assis-
tance programs; and afford-
able housing partnerships.

The programs include the
creation of additional units
through state density bonuses;
proactive outreach to afford-
able housing developers; im-
proving access to affordable
housing subsidies; developing
housing to serve Saint Mary’s
College students, faculty,
and/or staff; and enabling the
production of co-housing and
live/work units.

Goal 3 strives to ensure
that all Moraga residents, re-
gardless of income, have ac-
cess to high-quality housing,
services, and safety. This in-
volves wildfire prevention and
response; evacuation capacity;
integrated living patterns; af-
fordable housing in areas of
opportunity; high-resource
neighborhoods; code enforce-
ment; housing rehabilitation
programs; condominium con-
versions; and public trans-
portation to housing sites.

Programs under Goal 3 in-
clude wildfire safety and
emergency preparedness plan-
ning (no loss of housing units
or life); adoption of an exclu-
sionary zoning ordinance;
adding 32 new Accessory
Dwelling Units (ADU) in high-
resource neighborhoods to im-
prove residential mobility;
bringing unpermitted ADUs
into compliance; keeping track
of the 32 ADUs with regards to
affordability; developing and
implementing a process, in-
cluding objective standards,
for SB 9 applications consis-
tent with state law; participat-
ing in Eden Council for Hope
and Opportunity Housing’s
Shared Housing Program or
similar; providing information
regarding rooms for rent; com-
pleting Rheem Center Public
Realm Plan to facilitate devel-
opment; allowing family-
supportive services by right in
high-density residential and
mixed-use zones; increasing
awareness of the Contra Costa
County Neighborhood Preser-
vation Program; and making
information more readily

available to first-time home
buyers to facilitate access to
Moraga’s high-resource
neighborhoods.

Goal 4 is to ensure that the
town’s processes and require-
ments do not unduly constrain
or delay the development of
housing for households of all
income levels. The policies are
designed to improve the devel-
opment process; employing
CEQA infill exemptions; main-
taining consistency with state
law; and addressing undue
governmental constraints.

Its programs include a
modification of the Planned
Development process; amend-
ing Moraga’s parking regula-
tions; reducing permit pro-
cessing times relative to cur-
rent levels; reducing residen-
tial development costs without
placing a financial burden on
the town; streamlining the
permit review process; sub-
mitting infrastructure grants;
reviewing Scenic Corridor reg-
ulations; implementing sup-
port for Moraga Center Spe-
cific Plan; updating the build-
ing code every three years or
as needed; and prioritizing ac-
cess to water and sewer ser-
vice for affordable units.

Goal 5 is designed to pro-
mote efficiency and conserva-
tion with policies such as envi-
ronmental sustainability; and
energy efficiency in new con-
struction. Its one program is to
reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions and home energy costs.

Special housing needs are
the objective of Goal 6 with
policies that ensure affordable
housing for special needs
groups as well as support of
older adults aging in place, fo-
cusing on senior housing de-
velopments and housing for
people with disabilities; pro-
moting universal design and
reasonable accommodation;
emergency shelters by right;
transitional and supportive
housing; and extremely low-
income housing needs.

The programs will make
allowances for special housing
types; publicize senior housing
resources; address homeless
housing, services and referral;
participate in a county-wide
homeless survey; and inform
persons with developmental
disabilities of housing and
services.

Goal 7 focuses on promot-
ing fair housing with policies

ensuring equal opportunity
housing involving an equal
housing coordinator as well as
fair housing referrals and in-
formation. Its only program
widely encompasses meaning-
ful actions to combat discrimi-
nation, overcome patterns of
segregation, address dispari-
ties in housing needs and ac-
cess to opportunity, and foster
an inclusive community.

In fulfilling Moraga’s
RHNA requirements for the
6th Cycle, several provisions
within the Design Guidelines
have been identified by the
town council as potentially
subjective and should be eval-
uated for objectivity. Provi-
sions include a guideline that
two (2) two-story single-family
homes should not be placed
side-by-side if they are visible
from the street; a guideline
limiting the height of buildings
on padded lots; additional re-
quirements regarding the visi-
bility of structure(s) from off-
site; design requirements for
storm water management sys-
tems; and granting the Plan-
ning Commission (acting as
the Design Review Board) ad-
ditional subjective authority.

Public comments ran the
gamut with concerns of over-
crowding, traffic, lack of shop-
ping options, developments on
hillsides and emergency evac-
uations; while a few develop-
ers appreciated what Moraga
was required to do and how
the town would go about ful-
filling its RHNA obligations.

With a unanimous vote,
the town council authorized
staff to submit a draft of the
Housing Element for review to
HCD for comment. HCD will in
turn provide the town with
their comments which will
help the town to create a docu-
ment fulfilling all its require-
ments for the final submission
in January 2023. The town
needed to make certain that
whatever is submitted to the
HCD is as close to finalized as
possible in order to avoid ma-
jor changes to the final draft.
For more information visit:
makemoragahome.org.
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Moraga Commons
7/30 @ 11am

PARKS & RECREATION

Correction : In the article, "Potential uses of Palos Colorados —
Fund 100," published in the July 6 issue of Lamorinda Weekly,
the stated reason why Moraga Mayor Steve Woehleke voted “no”
on the proposed decision for the town to make a $250,000
contribution to the John Muir Land Trust from Fund 100 for the
purchase of Harvey Ranch was inaccurate. In his summary
comments during the council’s June 22 meeting, Woehleke said
the town council, representing the citizens of Moraga, “lacks
adequate information on this late budget addition to review and
approve a discretionary $250,000 contribution from the Palos
Colorados Fund. Deficiencies include inadequately defined
required uses of the Palos Colorados one-time developer fees,
and lack of input from the Moraga Park and Recreation
Commission.” The council received 29 letters from the public in
support of the JMLT contribution, and 3 letters against.

Quality Hearing Aids e In Ear Monitors ® Ear Mold Impressions

FREE Initial Consultation
Now taking Blue Cross, Blue Shield and Medicare.

Dr. Erik M. Breitling,

LAMORINIIA
Au.D., CCC-A, FAAA ¥ .

AUD T OLOGY

3744 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite 100, Lafayette
(925) 262-4242 www.LamorindaAudiology.com

Swim Plugs ¢ Comprehensive Diagnostic Adult Hearing Evaluations

Hearing Aid Evaluations
u0I}99)01d BuliesH sueloisniy

Commission
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Lamorinda

Funeral & Cremation Services

D00 St S, Sl 10 A, Mhngs, CA SIS 1D 2hae PE Y100

Direct Cremations From $799.00
Traditional Services From $3999.00

FD2386 Notary Services Available (925) 490-1400

Final Hacienda Nights food
truck event for the summer

Don’t miss out on the final
Hacienda Nights at the Ha-
cienda de Las Flores (2100
Donald Drive) from 5 to 9
p-m. Tuesday, Aug. 16, which
will feature lawn games, mu-
sic and fabulous food from
food trucks such as Cousin’s

scheduled for Aug. 16

Photo Vera Kochan

Maine Lobster, Ofie’s Kitchen,
Mozzeria, and Golden Gate
Gyro. Beer and wine selec-
tions will be available from
Canyon Club Brewery. Don’t
forget your picnic blanket!
—J. Wake

LIVING TRUST
*895

* Trust Agreement
COMPLETE

* Pour Over Will
Valid until August 31, 2022

* Guardianship of Minor Children
FREE

Law Offices of
Lauren Smykowski

» Power of Attorney for Finance

* Transfer of Real Property
e Advanced Health Care Directive

INITIAL

CONSULTATION Notary Services Included!

(925) 257-4277
www.smykowskilaw.com
laurensmy@gmail.com

Office Located in Walnut Creek
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Synthetic Grass - Installation - Landscaping

1801 Saint Mary’s Rd. Moraga, CA 94556

Phone (925) 819-2100

* Design & Consulting

* New Landscape Installation * Re-Landscape & Remodel
* Residential & Commercial * Green Landscape Options
* Maintenance & Clean Ups * Synthetic Lawn Installation

CA Lic# 938445
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Just Sold! 1858 Reliez Valley Road (Represented Buyer)
1,906 Sq Ft

4 Bed 2 Bath Sold for $1,800,000

ORINDA

See public meetings schedule on this
pages and check online for agendas,
meeting notes and announcements
City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org

Phone (925) 253-4200

Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org

The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

City Council
Regular Meeting:
Tuesday, Aug. 16, 7 p.m.

COMPASS

Happy Summer!

Contact me any time for an
update on our current market.

Dana Reedy

JD | Broker Associate
415.205.8050
dana@danareedyhomes.com
DRE 01880723

By Teleconference Only

Planning Commission
Tuesday, July 26, 7 p.m.

By Teleconference Only
Supplemental Sales Tax
Oversight Commission
Wednesday, Aug., 10, 6:30 p.m.
By Teleconference Only

Hardwoods
Carpets
Rugs
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Vinyl
Laminate

property. Orinda Senior Vil-
lage was also built on OCC
land in the 1980s, and pro-
vides 190 senior residents ac-
commodation in 150 apart-
ments. Over the years Orinda
Senior Village has provided
housing for over 1,000 resi-
dents and currently has a
waiting list of more than five
years.

The project was intro-
duced to the commission by
Planning Director Drummond
Buckley, who said it was a “big
night for Orinda,” and de-
scribed Vista Verde as “a big
project that helps the city
meet its affordable housing
obligations.” Buckley also dis-
cussed proposed concessions

T | By Sora O'Doherty

30+ YEARS! Vista Verde won unanimous

approval from the Orinda
Planning Commission on July
12, as the commission voted to
recommend the project to the
City Council, which has the fi-
nal say on whether or not to
approve the project. There is
a period of 10 days in which
an appeal may be lodged.

The project, commenced
in 2018, will add 51 affordable
housing units for seniors and
one caretaker unit to be built
on the upper parking lot of
the Orinda Community
Church. This will be the sec-
ond housing project that the
OCC has sponsored on its

925-284-4440

3344 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Lafayette

lamorindafloors.com

LAMORINDA
FLOORS

(1o

Rendering provided

on height and story limits, as
well as private open space.
The project will consist of five
stories totaling 53 feet in
height. The highest point in
the development will be ap-
proximately 25 feet below the
homes on Watchwood Drive
in Orindawoods. The devel-
oper requested amendments
to the general plan and zon-
ing. Because of the number of
affordable housing units pro-
vided, the project qualifies for
state density bonus provi-
sions, Buckley added. The pro-
ject planner is Richard
Smeaton.

Victoria Smith, chair of
the Orinda Senior Housing
Foundation, explained that
the church created the foun-

NOTICE OF PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION
Para mas detalles llame 1-800-660-6789

PROJECT NAME: Sobrante-Moraga 115 kV Power Line Project - (City of Orinda, P.No. 5791338)
ADVICE LETTER NUMBER: 6644-E

Proposed Project: To replace foundationally unstable infrastructure, ensure electrical reliability, and replace outdated facilities with
newer, more resilient ones, Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) is proposing to replace conductors (wires) over approximately 0.32
mile of the existing Sobrante-Moraga 115 kilovolt (kV) Power Line in the City of Orinda, Contra Costa County. To support the new
conductors PG&E will replace approximately 4 existing lattice steel pole (LSP) structures with 4 new single tubular steel pole (TSP)
structures (replacement of existing power line facilities). PG&E will also remove approximately 3 existing LSP structures on the adjacent
existing Moraga-Lakewood 115kV Power Line that runs parallel with and in the same utility corridor as the Sobrante-Moraga 115kV
Power Line. The existing conductor on the 3 Moraga-Lakewood 115kV Power Line LSP removals will be moved to 3 of the new adjacent
Sobrante-Moraga 115kV Power Line TSP structures (minor relocation). Replacement structures will be approximately 6 feet to 12 feet
taller than the existing structures with one new structure decreasing in height. Taller structures are needed to comply with California
Public Utilities General Order 95 minimum ground-to-conductor clearance requirements.

The project begins at an existing PG&E LSP approximately 1,200 feet north of the westerly terminus of Dolores Way and runs north and
then east approximately 1,700 feet adjacent to and northerly of PG&E’s Moraga Substation crossing 1 unnamed intermittent stream,
terminating at an existing PG&E LSP located approximately 300 feet east of the intersection of Valley View Drive and Don Gabriel Way.

The project will span over 1 unnamed intermittent stream. No work will occur within the bed or bank of the stream or riparian areas and
no removal of riparian vegetation is required. Construction is tentatively scheduled to begin in September 2022 or as soon as practicable
after project approval. Construction will be completed in March 2023, or as soon as possible after construction begins.

Exemption from CPUC Permit Requirement: CPUC General Order 131-D, Section Ill, Subsection B.1, exempts a utility from the CPUC's
requirement to file an application requesting authority to construct if a project meets specific conditions. This project qualifies for the
following exemption:

b. “the replacement of existing power line facilities or supporting structures with equivalent facilities or structures.”
c. “the minor relocation of existing power line facilities up to 2,000 feet in length, or the intersetting of additional support structures
between existing support structures.”

Additional Project Information: To obtain further information on the proposed project, please call PG&E’s Project Information Line at

415) 973-5530.

Public Review Process: Individuals or groups may protest the proposed construction if they believe that PG&E has incorrectly applied for
an exemption or that the conditions set out in Section I1.B.2 of General Order 131-D exist;

a. There is reasonable possibility that the activity may have an impact on an environmental resource of hazardous or critical concern
where designated, precisely mapped and officially adopted pursuant to law by federal, state, or local agencies; or

b.  The cumulative impact of successive projects of the same type in the same place, over time, is significant; or

c. There is a reasonable possibility that the activity will have a significant effect on the environment due to unusual circumstances.

Protests should include the following:

1. Your name, email address and daytime telephone number.
2. Reference to the CPUC Advice Letter Number and Project Name.
A clear description of the reason for the protest.
1. Whether you believe that evidentiary hearings are necessary to resolve factual disputes.

Protests for this project must be filed by July 27, 2022 at the following address:
Director, Energy Division

ED Tariff Unit
E-mail: EDTariffUnit@cpuc.ca.gov

With a copy emailed to:

Pacific Gas and Electric Company
PG&E Tariffs
E-mail: PGETariffs@pge.com

PG&E must respond within five business days of receipt and serve its response on each protestant and the Energy Division. Within 30
days after PG&E has submitted its response, the CPUC Executive Director will send you a copy of an Executive Resolution granting or
denying PG&E’s request and stating the reasons for the decision.

Assistance in Filing a Protest: If you need assistance in filing a protest, contact the CPUC Public Advisor:
email: public.advisor@cpuc.ca.gov or call: 1-866-849-8390 (toll-free), or (415) 703-2074, or TTY (415) 703-5258.

Public Comment: Even if you do not want to file an official protest, you may still comment on the request. To do so, send your
comments to the Energy Division at the address noted above. Please reference Advice Letter 6644-E.

dation in order to provide
safe, attractive and affordable
senior housing in Orinda. The
foundation chose Dahlin Ar-
chitects for the project.
Dahlin were the architects of
Monte Verde, an existing se-
nior housing project that was
awarded an Orinda Mayor’s
award of excellence. Monte
Verde is located at 2 Irwin
Way and Verde Vista will be at
10 Irwin Way. Orinda Senior
Village is located at 20 Irwin
Way. Orinda Senior Village is
located at 20 Irwin Way.

Ann Barr, the OCC lay
leader, said that the church is
excited to be supporting Vista
Verde. The church has partici-
pated in the Winter Nights
project to provide temporary
housing. Both are in line with
the church’s mission. OCC
congregants voted over-
whelmingly in support of this
project, Barr reported.

Planning Commission welcomes new project with
51 affordable housing units for seniors

Padu Kang, Dahlin Archi-
tects Director of Design, pre-
sented the plan to the commis-
sion. He noted that Vista
Verde will be in good com-
pany with similar housing
nearby. He added that, al-
though the site does have con-
straints, it will have many
amenities. Vista Verde will be
walkable to downtown, and
will have sufficient parking
and accessible entryways
from the parking lot. The
building will have meander-
ing paths through garden
spaces, into which the archi-
tects were able to incorporate
some features, such as a trellis
and fence, that have sentimen-
tal value to residents.

There were a number of
comments from the public
supporting the project, but
also one complaint from a res-
ident of Watchwood Drive in
Orindawoods that overlooks
the project, and a few negative
written comments as well.
Overall comments were char-
acterized as supportive.

The commissioners were
impressed with the project.
Commissioner Mautner said
that the 3-D models provided
were really impressive. He
added that when Monte Verde
was originally under discus-
sion there was also some con-
cerns, but now 10 years later
it “really fits that site.” He sug-
gested that some people who
expressed concerns about the
new project may feel better
about it in five years.

Vista Verde will be the
third senior housing project in
Orinda. The first project,
Orinda Senior Village, was
built on land donated by
Orinda Community Church.
The second senior affordable
project, Monte Verde, was
built on land donated by the
City of Orinda (after a land
swap with the developer of
Wilder) by Eden Housing, a
nonprofit affordable housing
developer. Vista Verde Com-
munity Housing will be built
and owned by the Orinda Se-
nior Housing Foundation, a
nonprofit sister organization
with the same board of direc-
tors as the Orinda Senior Vil-
lage Foundation that manages
Orinda Senior Village. Vista
Verde will be on land leased
from OCC.

More details about the proposed senior housing project
can be found on the website:
https://vistaverdeorinda.com/design

Project plans may be viewed at
https://cityoforinda.box.com/v/10IrwinWayDRA
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Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get
rid of rats, mice and other rodents.
GUARANTEED

FREE In-Home Inspection,
Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount

Call 925-433-3988 ﬁﬂnuesl

www.honestrodentproofing.com
Servicing the Bay Area to Sacramento
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Planning a Summer or Fall Home Sale?

In spite of shifting economic conditions, the Lamorinda seller’s
market remains strong for well prepared, properly priced and
expertly promoted properties.

Call me today for a complimentary property evaluation and
marketing plan. Utilize my 20+ years of local real estate succe

Results

Realtor®, Luxury Property Specialist

T. 925.788.4963

E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com
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Orinda city council wonders how to translate Safety Element
into real safety

By Sora O’Doherty

The Orinda City Council heard a
report on July 5 from the Safety
Element project team on the
draft Safety Element update,
which will be submitted to the
state of California along with
the 6th cycle Housing Element.
Both elements are required by
state law. The project team in-
cludes Planning Director Drum-
mond Buckley and Associate
Planner Winnie Mui, along with
contractor Placeworks. Eli
Krispi of Placeworks gave a pre-
sentation to the council.

The safety element is a
mandatory part of the city’s
general plan and identifies haz-
ards, such as fire and smoke

concerns, evacuations, seismic
hazards, landslides, flood and
other topics of concern.
Orinda’s current safety element
is 35 years old, and needs to be
updated to include new stan-
dards and to integrate the local
hazard mitigation plan, the
Contra Costa Countywide Com-
munity Wildfire Protection plan
and other planning efforts, as
well as the efforts of the
Moraga-Orinda Fire District to
update and build a unified
strategy for addressing wildfire
hazards and risks.

There have been some sig-
nificant legislative develop-
ments, such as SB 1241, which
increased requirements for
flood and wildfire protection,

SB 379, which requires a safety
element to address climate
change and resilience, and SB
99/AB 747, which require the
safety element to show and as-
sess evacuation routes and
evacuation-constrained areas.
Climate change in Orinda is
predicted to result in more fre-
quent and intense wildfires,
and more extreme heat events
as well as increases in severe
weather, including intense rain-
fall events, and increases in
drought conditions. The report
to the council noted that house-
holds in poverty and low-
resourced people of color are
the most vulnerable popula-
tions to drought, while extreme
heat will also affect outdoor

workers, seniors, and people
with chronic illness and/or dis-
abilities. Human health hazards
will affect major employers,
such as the Orinda Union
School District, while landslides
pose risk to electrical transmis-
sion infrastructure, residential
structures, major roads and
highways, and natural gas
pipelines, as well as schools and
parks.

Although evacuation analy-
ses will be required in 2023,
Orinda is addressing the re-
quirement in advance in re-
sponse to community feedback
and known issues. A study will
identify potential evacuation
routes based on past work by
the city and MOFD, including

Highway 24, major roadways
and local roadways of critical
importance. The study will eval-
uate the capacity of evacuation
routes as compared to the num-
ber of households they serve,
and whether evacuation routes
are likely to be affected by nat-
ural hazards or other emergen-
cies. It will also consider shelter
locations, which are safe loca-
tions, either within or outside
Orinda, where people can
safety shelter. Two communi-
ties slated to be considered as
communities of refuge are
Wilder and J&J Ranch.

The city has been seeking
public input on the draft
safety plan.

... continued on Page A9

Election deadlines, some incumbents won’t run again

By Sora O'Doherty

The general election on Nov. 8
will fill local seats on city or
town councils and school dis-
trict boards. The nomination
period for candidates opened
at 8 a.m. on July 18. The
deadline for nominations is
Aug. 12, but if an incumbent

chooses not to run again, the
deadline is extended to Aug.
17 at 5 p.m. for non-
incumbent candidates.

In Orinda, there will be
three seats up for election on
both the city council and the
Orinda Union School Board.
Mayor Dennis Fay and council
members Amy Worth and
Nick Kosla are at the end of

their current terms. Kosla
has announced that he will
not be running for reelection,
a decision he says he made
when he first ran for the
council. “Four years is a long
time,” he said. Kosla has pre-
viously served on the Orinda
Planning Commission as well.
OUSD Board Members
Carol Brown, Jason Kaune

and Liz Daoust also have
terms ending at the end of the
year. Brown has stated that
she will not be running for re-
election. Therefore, both
races, Orinda city council and
OUSD board, will be subject to
the extended deadline of Aug.
17 for non-incumbents to file
nomination papers indicating
their intentions to run for

those offices.

Candidates for city coun-
cil are encouraged to contact
City Clerk Sheri Smith at
ssmith@cityoforinda.org or
(925) 253-4221 to schedule an
appointment to take out
and/or file nomination
papers.

*
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MORAGA | $2,850,000

Remodeled 5br/3ba home with a custom kitchen open to family room, spacious living room w/fireplace, formal dining room, upstairs primary bedroom & fabulous backyard.

Michelle Holcenberg 925.324.0405
michelle@holcenberg.com | CalRE #01373412

s a

LAFAYETTE | $2,290,000

M. Judy@JudyLynnHomes.com | CalRE #01802558

ORINDA | $2,825,000
Welcome to this rebuilt and expanded 5br/4.5ba gem offers views and elegance. Enjoy a great room and eat-in gourmet kitchen, welcoming living room & expansive deck.

. Vlatka Bathgate 925.597.1573

vlatka@bestlamorindahomes.com | CalRE #01390784

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

3br/2ba updated modern farmhouse on large flat lot w/mature fruit trees. The lot has an abundance of usable land. The large swimming pool w/pool house is sure to please.
o Judy Lynn Kiersey 925.640.0040

GUIDING YOU HOME SINCE 1906

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. Real
estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Realty are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2022 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned
offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. E&
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Did you get your Guide? Note new
number for Community Warning

System

The newest iteration of the
bright yellow and red Lamor-
inda Resident’s Guide to Wild-
fire Preparedness and Evacua-
tion was recently sent to local
residents in Lafayette, Moraga
and Orinda, and offers a
wealth of information about
actions to take during an evac-
uation, what to do if you're
trapped and unable to evacu-
ate, and how to harden your
home against wildfire, as well
as worksheets for evacuation
or recovery, and important
signs that can be used during
an evacuation. The guide was
produced and distributed by a

consortium of the City of
Lafayette, Town of Moraga,
City of Orinda, Moraga-Orinda
Fire District, Contra Costa
County Fire Protection District
and the Lamorinda Commu-
nity Emergency Response
Team.

On the back of the 20-page
guide, there is a phone num-
ber to call to register for the
Community Warning System
(CWS), which is maintained by
the Contra Costa County Sher-
iff’s Office of Emergency Ser-
vices and can call every AT&T
landline in the county in just a
few seconds. It can also call

VoIP and cell phones if they
are registered. The correct
phone number for CWS is
(925) 655-0111. CWS is only
used for life-threatening inci-
dents.

To update CWS account in-
formation or to receive email
or text alerts, go to
https://cwsalerts.com

To view the guide online,
visit https://www.love-
lafayette.org/Home/ShowDocu-
ment?id=5858 or you can pick
up copies of the guide at Lam-
orinda libraries, fire stations
and police departments.

—J. Wake

Share your thoughts, insights and opinions with your community.
Send a letter to the editor: letters@lamorindaweekly.com

Wildfire mitigation efforts blunted by reluctant residents and
public landowners

... continued from Page A1l

“We issue violations year
after year,” Winnacker said,
and nothing is done. He
stressed the importance of
such work, saying, “If public
lands are mitigated, the risk of
fire in the populated areas is
slim to none.” Such work, he
stated, dramatically reduces
the probability of wildfire.

Orinda City Council Mem-
ber Darlene Gee asked if the
fire district has done any
other strategizing about large
public landowners. The chief
responded that there has been
endless talking to, and also cit-
ing of public landowners. “All
of the talking and letters have
not resulted in those parcels
being brought into compli-
ance,” he added. In the past,
citations were issued without
fines, as a courtesy, but this
year the citations have been is-
sued with accompanying
fines.

While the Chief asserts
that the fire district does have
the authority to enforce its re-
quirements on these large
public landowners, he noted
that EBMUD, EBRP, and the
University of California have
weighed in with what he de-
scribed as “a novel interpreta-
tion” that exempts them from
compliance with MOFD re-

quirements. Fay asked the
Chief to forward him the list of
large public property owners.
In public comment Bernie
Riff asked if it was possible to
contact state legislators for
help. Winnacker said that he
has asked both Assemblymem-
ber Rebecca Bauer-Kahan and
Sen. Steve Glazer for help in
getting answers to very spe-
cific questions that have been
put to Cal Fire. He said that
both representatives were un-
responsive. Following an in-
quiry from Lamorinda
Weekly, Bauer-Kahan said, “I
have and will continue to act
as a liaison between Cal Fire
and MOFD to promote the
safety of all residents. My of-
fice was able to get the Chief a
response from Cal Fire, and
will continue to ensure re-
sponsiveness by the agency. As
we have seen wildfires worsen
in recent years, I have been
successful in securing millions
in state dollars for wildfire
mitigation and will continue
to prioritize prevention and
the safety of our community.”
The Cal Fire response
from Jamie Sammut, staff
counsel, says, “Per PRC section
4119, the department of
forestry and fire protection
(Cal Fire) has the duty to en-
force the state forest and fire
laws or delegate that responsi-

bility. One of the many such
laws is PRC section 4290 per-
taining to fire safety stan-
dards. This specific enforce-
ment authority was delegated
to the Moraga-Orinda Fire Dis-
trict on October 27, 2021,” and
invites specific questions re-
garding the delegation.

Winnacker noted that the
response from Cal Fire does
not, in his opinion, answer the
specific questions raised.

The July 12 meeting was
also attended by MOFD presi-
dent Michael Donner and
board member Craig Jorgens.
Other topics discussed in-
cluded the Orinda chipper
program, the formation of
Firewise communities, the ex-
panding red flag day parking
restrictions, and an additional
administrative position to be
filled in Orinda. The Chief
agreed with the city’s request
that he participate in the
screening of the candidate to
fill that position, which will fo-
cus on fire safety.

Orinda City Manager
David Biggs reported that the
Orinda City Council has appro-
priated $400,000 for a grants
and incentives program,
which staff and the city attor-
ney are currently working on.
He noted that some things that
may be addressed by the spe-
cial program include fuel re-

duction, including removal of
junipers and dead trees, per-
haps focused narrowly on
evacuation routes. Orinda
Mayor Dennis Fay noted that,
in relation to evacuation
routes, “We are putting the
burden of the safety of the en-
tire community on those folks
who live on the evacuation
routes.” Because everyone
benefits from the evacuation
routes he believes that it is ap-
propriate for the city to help
out those residents.
Winnacker reported that
MOED is already distributing
some mesh intended for home
hardening. More pallets of
mesh have been ordered and
will be rolled out when they
arrive. The purpose of the
mesh is to protect vents, par-
ticularly attic vents, from be-
ing breached by flying em-
bers, which can enter a home
and set it on fire. He also re-
ported a $250,000 grant for an

area suitable for grazing. A
large open area in the vicinity
of Saint Mary’s College has
been selected and a contractor
is being sought to perform the
work required.

Orinda has also been con-
sidering the issue of “boots on
the ground,” in terms of
greater educational efforts,
but the Chief felt that educa-
tional efforts are not effective,
whereas the inspection and
enforcement efforts of the fire
district produce better results.

“More information doesn’t
hurt,” he said, “but more en-
forcement is better, and only
the fire district can perform
that.” In that regard, the city is
considering providing an addi-
tional inspector to MOFD who
would focus on Orinda.

MOFD is currently hiring
a new inspector to fill a posi-
tion created this year.

Board of Directors
Wednesday, July 20, 6 p.m.

ConFire
Board of Directors

Fire District Public Meetings

Moraga-Orinda Fire District

For meeting times and agendas, visit www.mofd.org

Regular Meeting: Tuesday, Aug. 9, 1 p.m.
For meeting times and agendas, visit www.cccfpd.org

(http://64.166.146.245/agenda_publish.cfm?id=&mt=ALL)

Public Safety

Emergency response:

Emergency: 24 Hours

Police Dispatch: 24 Hours
925-284-5010

Nixle: Text your zip code to 888777

or go to www.nixle.com

Lafayette Police Department:

3471 Mt. Diablo Blvd. 925-283-3680

Chief of Police, Ben Alldritt
925-299-3221

Police Department Tip Line
94549Tip@gmail.com

Police Department Traffic Issues
94549Traffic@gmail.com

Moraga Police Department:

329 Rheem Blvd., 925-888-7055

Chief of Police, Jon King ext. 7049

Orinda Police Department:

22 Orinda Way 925-254-6820

Chief of Police, Ryan Sullivan

925-254-6820

Orindatip@cityoforinda.org

Lafayette Police

Department
Incident
Summary
Report

June 26 - July 9
Alarms

911 Calls (includes hang-ups)
Traffic 62
Suspicious Circumstances 8
Suspicious Subject
Suspicious Vehicle 9
Service to Citizen

Patrol Req./Security Check
Public/School Assembly Check 1

911

Supplemental Report 12
Vacation House Check 28
Welfare Check 23

Ordinance Violation 1
Vehicle violations
Auto Burglary
800 Block Mountain View Dr.
800 Block Rosedale Ave.
Hit And Run Misdemeanor
50 Block Bacon Ct.
3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
300 Block St Marys Rd.
3500 Block Terrace Way
Reckless Driving
Glenside Dr./St Marys Rd.
Moraga Blvd./Foye Dr.
Olympic Blvd./Reliez Station Rd.
Hough Ave./Brook St.

St Marys Rd./Stafford Dr., Mor

Pleasant Hill Rd./Greenvalley Dr.

Olympic Blvd./Reliez Station Rd.

Dewing Ave./Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Tc - Minor Injuries

Mt. Diablo Blvd./Lafayette
Reservoir Entrance Rd.
Tc - Property Damage

Mt. Diablo Blvd./Acalanes Rd.

900 Block Moraga Rd.

Mt. Diablo Blvd./1St St.
Vehicle Theft

900 Block East St.

Pleasant Hill Rd./Eb Sr 24 (3)

Dewing Ave./Chestnut St.
Other criminal activity
Commercial Burglary

10 Block Woodbury Highlands Ct
A
Fraud Credit Card

50 Block Lafayette Cir.
Fraud False Pretenses

1000 Block Carol Ln.

Police Department

800 Block Tanglewood Dr.

3600 Block Brook St.

900 Block Anita Ct.
Grand Theft

Eb Sr 24 At Pleasant Hill Rd.

3400 Block Hamlin Rd.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Grand Theft Veh Parts

900 Block Hough Ave.
Identity Theft

300 Block E Lowell Ln. (2)

3100 Block Somerset Dr.

Police Department (2)

600 Block Doreen Way
Misc Burglary

3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (4)
Petty Theft

3700 Block Mosswood Dr.

1500 Block Rancho View Dr.

3100 Block Camino Diablo

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)
Robbery Armed

200 Block Lafayette Cir.
Shoplift

3900 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (2)
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-domestic

600 Block N Silverado Dr.

800 Block Rosedale Ave.

1800 Block Del Rey St.

1000 Block Carol Ln.

900 Block Paulson Ct.

Happy Valley Rd./Crestmont Dr.
Loud Party

3700 Block Happy Valley Rd. (2)
Public Nuisance

Saranap Ave./El Curtola Blvd. (2)

900 Block Moraga Rd.

3400 Block Monroe Ave.

200 Block Lafayette Cir.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

1000 Block Oak Hill Rd.
Vandalism

Police Department
Other
Animal Cruelty

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Fire/Ems Response Info

Woodview Dr./St Marys Rd.

700 Block Reliez Station Rd.

900 Block East St.
Fireworks

3400 Block Moraga Blvd.

3200 Block Fairholm Ct.

4000 Block Mario Way

Old Tunnel Rd./Pleasant Hill Rd.
Hailed By Citizen

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
K9 Outside Assist Request

800 Block Dobrich Cir., Bpo
Ordinance Violation

900 Block Kelley Ct.
Threats

700 Block St Marys Rd.

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

3300 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Unwanted Guest

3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.

900 Block Colina Ct.
Violation Custody Order

Police Department

1100 Block Hillcrest Dr.
Violation Restraining Order

1000 Block Windsor Dr.

Moraga Police
Department
Incident
Summary Report
July 5 - July 11
Alarms
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 3
Traffic
Suspicious Circumstances 3
Suspicious Subject 0
Suspicious Vehicle 2
Service to Citizen 2
Patrol Req./Security Check 1
Supplemental Report 2
Vacation House Check 8
Welfare Check 1
Public/School Assembly Check 1
Ordinance Violation 0
Vehicle violations
Auto Burglary

Not Available
Dui Misd

Seven Eleven
Excessive Speed

Front of Commons

Reckless Driving

Canyon Rd./Country Club Dr.
Other criminal activity
Grand Theft

Not Available
Identity Theft

Police Department
Petty Theft

No House Number

3900 Block Campolindo Dr.
Shoplift

Police Department
Warrant Arrest

400 Block Center St.
Nuisance to the Community
Loud Noise

Ascot Dr./Moraga Rd.

2100 Block Ascot Dr.
Loud Party

1900 Block Ascot Dr.
Other
Phone Harass

10 Block Thorndale PI.

ORIVIOA

Orinda Police Department
Incident Summary Report
June 16 - July 2

Alarms 45
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 6
Traffic 37

Suspicious Circumstances 0
Suspicious Subject 10
Suspicious Vehicle 4

Service to Citizen 48
Patrol Req./Security Check 29
Supplemental Report 19
Vacation House Check 0
Welfare Check 8
Public/School Assembly Check 0
Ordinance Violation 3
Vehicle violations
Accident Property
St Stephens Dr./Las Vegas Rd.
10 Block Crest View Ct.
Ivy Dr./Lavina Ct.
Hit And Run Misdemeanor
Barbara Rd./Oak Rd.

Reckless Driving

Mira Flores/Las Vegas Rd.
Vehicle Theft

Moraga Way/Camino Encinas
Other criminal activity
Auto Burglary

100 Block Crest View Dr.

Burglary

200 Block Stein Way
Fraud Credit Card

10 Block Estates Dr.
Fraud False Pretenses

400 Block Wovenwood Dr.
Grand Theft

Camino Sobrante

10 Block Estates Dr.

Orinda Way
Grand Theft Veh Parts

70 Block Brookwood Rd.
Identity Theft

50 Block Ardilla Rd. (2)

Police Department (2)
Petty Theft

Camino Pablo

10 Block Mariposa Ln.

400 Block El Toyonal
Residential Burglary

Miller Dr., Laf
Warrant Arrest

Orinda Way

San Pablo Dam/Old San Pablo Dam

Camino Pablo/El Toyonal
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-domestic

10 Block Lloyd Ln.
Disturbing The Peace

10 Block Loma Linda Ct.
Loud Music

Wilder Ori

La Cresta Rd./Don Gabriel Way

10 Block Quarry House Dr.

60 Block Acacia Dr.
Loud Noise

Valley View Rd./Miner Rd.

40 Block Knickerbocker Ln.
Loud Party

Moraga Way/Ivy Dr.
Public Nuisance

Camino Sobrante

20 Block Orinda Way
Vandalism

10 Block Camino Del Diablo
Other
Failure To Obey

Camino Sobrante
Fire/Ems Response Info

100 Block La Espiral
Mentally Il Commit

Police Department

80 Block Via Floreado
Threats

70 Block Muth Dr.
Unauthorized Possession

400 Block Camino Sobrante
Unwanted Guest

Camino Sobrante
Violation Restraining Ord

20 Block Orinda Way (2)
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New eatery in Moraga goes from
pop-up to permanent

By Vera Kochan

Lou’s Chicken Shop, located at
376 Park St. in Moraga’s
Rheem Valley Shopping Cen-
ter, was supposed to be a pop-
up restaurant while the own-
ers figured out what type of
eatery they’d like to install in
the former Noodle Theory lo-
cation. Thanks to the over-
whelming success of Lou’s,
the decision became clear.

Photo Vera Kochan
Lou’'s Chicken Shop owners (from left) Kate and Richard Kao

Louis Kao’s Noodle The-
ory Oakland location takes up
most of his time, so his
brother, Richard with wife,
Kate, had taken over Lou’s
Chicken Shop (pop-up) which
opened in mid-May. To go
from noodles to chicken was
an easy transition. “It’s my
brother’s idea to give it an
Asian influence,” explained
Richard. “When he was run-
ning Noodle Theory he added

an eight-piece fried chicken
item to the menu as a test. It
was a hit, so that led to Lou’s.”

Noodle Theory’s Moraga
location closed in late April,
because much of their staff
had to leave for family rea-
sons. However, still on the job
at Lou’s is their chef, Marco
Cruz, who’s been with the
Kaos for 10 years beginning
with Oakland’s Noodle The-
ory. Also still on hand is Sue
Shin, who continues to handle
the front house details during
weekday evenings.

For the time being, Lou’s
is a take-out/counter-service
only establishment with
plenty of outdoor seating. The
plan is to eventually add in-
door dining. The menu offers
salads such as Karaage
(Japanese-style) Chicken Salad
or Garlic Soy Chicken Salad
(made with Sriracha aioli
over kimchi). Sandwich selec-
tions include a Buttermilk
Chicken Sandwich (served
with a jalapeno cabbage slaw)
or a Kalua Pork Sandwich
(Hawaiian-style pulled pork).
Coming soon is a grilled
chicken sandwich item. Sides
include sweet potato fries,
pickled veggies or tater tots.
There also kid plates which
are rice-based with a choice
of protein and vegetable op-
tions. The beverage menu has
a substantial variety of beers,
wine, sodas, and iced teas.

Louw’s hours are Tuesday
through Saturday, 11:30 a.m.
to 1:30 p.m. for lunch, and re-
opening for dinner from 4:30
to 7:30 p.m. They are closed
Sundays and Mondays. Their
website (www.louschicken-
shop.com) is in progress, but
the phone (925-592-0102) is
cheerfully answered. Excited
to be in their new location
Richard replied, “Moraga is
such a great area. We’re
happy to be here.”

Orinda city council wonders how to
translate Safety Element into real safety

.. continued from Page A7

The work group plans to in-
corporate comments from the
public, the city council and
the planning commission, and
aims to have the draft plan
adopted in late 2022 or early
2023, along with the housing
element.

Vice Mayor Inga Miller
complimented the team on a
good job of presenting this
enormous universe. Referring
to questions from public sub-
mitted in writing, she asked
about concerns over acces-
sory dwelling units and devel-
opment allowed under SB 9 in
high fire severity neighbor-
hoods. City Manager David
Biggs responded that this is
not necessarily something
that would be addressed in
the safety element because SB
9 units cannot be prohibited
in very high fire districts.
Buckley added that he thinks
Orinda can think of the safety
element separately from
whether the city wants to
place more restrictions on
ADUs.

City Attorney Osa Wolff
agreed with Buckley and
Biggs, but explained that
ADUs and SB 9 units can be
prohibited under exceptions
that have to come from pre-
established criteria for health
and safety. She suggested that
the safety element might be a
first step in establishing such
criteria.

Council Member Amy
Worth wants to maximize
evacuation capacity for the
community, reduce fuel, limit
parking on roadways, and ex-
pand capacity of roadways by
how they are managed. Biggs
said that relatively new tools
are now available to cities.

Worth noted that during
public safety power shutoffs,
city resources at the commu-
nity center or library parking
lot have been super helpful to
the community, particularly
to vulnerable persons who
have to charge medical de-

vices. She mentioned ongoing
work with Recycle Smart and
Central Sanitation on haz-
ardous waste and, as far as
communications go, she
wished Orinda had an opt-out
system for more routine
emergency communications.
“It would be so great to have
that as a goal,” she said, "But
it needs money and poten-
tially even legislation.” She is
particularly concerned about
vulnerable seniors living
alone.

When asked whether a
discrepancy between the
city’s evacuation zones and
those used by Zonehaven will
be resolved, Krispi said that
the discrepancy would not
necessarily create a problem
or barrier, because people ac-
cess Zonehaven by address
not by evaluation zones, but it
might be possible to bring
them into alignment. And
Biggs agreed, “We’ll look at
that.”

Miller asked if there is
anything that can be done
about undergrounding power
lines, and the city manager
replied that they have re-
cently reached out to PG&E
and are awaiting a response
from them. The city did get
some funds under Rule 20A
and has a plan to under-
ground the line from Camino
Sobrante to El Toyonal.

In public comments Matt
Fogarty spoke about the po-
tential benefit of Orinda join-
ing Marin Clean Energy and
Lynn Trowbridge spoke on
behalf of Wilder about its des-
ignation as a shelter in place
community. She also said that
Wilder has offered to do an
evacuation drill, but nobody
has taken the idea up. Worth
said that that idea should be
taken up.

Council Member Darlene
Gee’s greatest concern is how
the city can utilize the safety
element. “I'm having a hard
time seeing how this is com-
ing together to something
other than sitting on the

shelf,” she said, It seemed to
her that the document was an
exercise in stating the obvi-
ous, but she said she was
“having a hard time seeing
how this can become action-
able.” Mayor Dennis Fay
added, “I think that our resi-
dents expect more out of this
safety element because of
where we are in the world
now. Residents want to see
something a little more
concrete.”

City Manager Biggs noted,
“our goal is to take something
that is a state mandate and
produce something that is
helpful,” adding, “We are
making a lot of progress:
Orinda is in top 5% on cities
making provisions for fire.”
But he appreciated the com-
ments and promised to come
back with something more ro-
bust. Members of the public
are invited to comment on the
draft safety element at
www.planorinda.com/
safety-element
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When | say “good,”

you say “neighbor.”

o
Mike Rosa
Agent
925-376-2244
Insurance Lic. #: OF45583
346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106
Moraga

P097314.1

Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

o StateFarmr

State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL
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TREE SCULPTURE

COMPLETE TREE CARE

Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!
Fully Insured <+ Certified Arborists < License #655977
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com

The Lafayette City
Council is soliciting
applicants to sit on
a new committee to
implement Vision Zero

The City of Lafayette is looking for a total of two (2)
qualified residents to participate in a multi-disciplinary
Vision Zero Task Force to help City staff develop a data-
driven Local Roadway Safety Plan (LRSP) to help support
the City’s efforts to implement Vision Zero.

The intent of the Local Roadway Safety Plan is to
summarize specific changes to policies, programs, standards,
enforcement procedures, education efforts, infrastructure
improvements, and other action items to be taken by City
departments and that will reduce speeds, reduce collisions,
and move the City towards zero fatalities and severe injuries.
Two qualified at-large community members will help to
make up the multi-disciplinary Task Force.

Residents who are interested in representing at-large
community members on the Vision Zero Task Force must:

*  Be a current resident of the City of Lafayette

e Understand and agree to the time commitment of the
Task Force

*  Commit to improving safety on our City’s transportation
networks

*  Have a background in Transportation Planning,
Engineering or Public Health

Task Force members can expect to participate in a
minimum of four meetings over the next six to eight months,
at a minimum, in addition to other responsibilities, as needed.
Completed applications must be received by 5:00pm on
August 19, 2022.

More information on this Task Force and a link to an
application can be found on the City’s website: https:/www.
lovelafayette.org/city-hall/city-departments/engineering/
transportation/local-road-safety-plan or by calling the City
Clerk’s office at (925) 284-1968.

Tamplen Plastic Surgery now in Orinda

¢ Facelift
Facial Implants
Neck Lift
Nose Surgery
Brow Lift
Eyelid Surgery
Ear Surgery

Cosmetic Surgery Laser & Non-Surgical Services
* BOTOX® Cosmetic and Dysport®
* Cosmetic Removal of Moles & Skin Tags

* Fillers
(JUVEDERM®, JUVEDERM VOLUMA®, Restylane®)

* Fraxel Re:Store Laser Treatment

Skin Care Services
* Chemical Peels
* Obagi® Consultation

Before

Dr. Matthew Tamplen, who grew up in Lafayette
and is a well-known Facial Plastic Surgeon

with Kaiser Permanente, just opened a private
practice in Downtown Orinda to better serve
Lamorinda patients.

Matthew Tamplen, MD

Orinda Office:

77 Moraga way Suite G, Orinda
925-444-0824
TamplenPlasticSurgery.com

TAMPLEN

Double Board-Certified Facial Plastic
and Reconstructive Surgeon.
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By Vera Kochan

In an effort to provide the
public with a number easier
to remember in times of emo-
tional distress, the Depart-
ment of Health and Human
Services, through its Sub-
stance Abuse and Mental
Health Services Administra-
tion, has invested $282 million
to help transition the National
Suicide Prevention Lifeline
from a 10-digit number to a
three-digit dialing code — 988.

The new 988 number be-
came nationally operational
on July 16, but will take some
time before all communica-
tions access points are func-
tional across the United States.
The 10-digit crises hotline
number 1-800-273-TALK
(8255) is and will continue to
be available even after 988 is
installed.

The number 988 was cho-
sen due to its similarity to the
911 concept of an emergency
number. “We know that re-
membering a three-digit num-
ber beats a 10-digit number
any day, particularly in times
of crisis,” stated HHS Secre-
tary Xavier Becerra in a De-
cember 2021 press release. “I
encourage every state to rev
up planning to implement 988
for the sake of saving lives.”

The original 10-digit num-
ber was instituted in 2005,
and the National Suicide Pre-

CALL TOM
FOR A FREE
ESTIMATE

Since 1993!
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

Weed Cutting
Call Tony at (925) 497-3741

www.lamorindaweekly.com

vention Lifeline has received
over 20 million calls to its
more than 200 nationwide cri-
sis centers since its inception.
The hotline is open 24/7.

In 2020, Congress desig-
nated the new 988 dialing
code in order to expand and
strengthen the existing Life-
line network to not only allow
calls, but also text or chat ca-
pabilities. With the $282 mil-
lion in funds coming from the
Biden-Harris Administration’s
Fiscal Year 2022 budget and
the American Rescue Plan Act
(ARPA), $177 million of it will
go into strengthening and ex-
panding the existing Lifeline
network operations and tele-
phone infrastructure, and the
remaining $105 million will
be used to build up staffing
across states’ local crisis call
centers.

According to statistics
gathered by the Centers for
Disease Control and Preven-
tion, suicide is one of the lead-
ing causes of death in the U.S.
Nearly 46,000 individuals died
by suicide in 2020, and nearly
12.2 million American adults
contemplated it. HHS revealed
that suicide is the second-
leading cause of death among
young people.

SAMHSA’s 2020 National
Survey on Drug Use and
Health data revealed that
4.9% of adults aged 18 or
older had serious thoughts of
suicide, 1.3% made a suicide

Wednesday, July 20, 2022

New three-digit mental health/suicide
prevention hotline number: 988

plan, and 0.5% attempted sui-
cide in the prior year. The sur-
vey goes on to disclose that in
adolescents between 12 to 17
years of age, 12% had serious
thoughts of suicide, 5.3%
made a suicide plan, and 2.5%
attempted suicide in the prior
year. SAMHSA’s findings var-
ied by race and ethnicity, with
individuals of mixed ethnicity
reporting higher rates of seri-
ous thoughts of suicide.

In a 2019 Washington Post
opinion-editorial, Rep. Chris
Stewart (R-Utah) and Rep. Seth
Moulton (D-Mass.) wrote that
people need to speak openly
about mental health so that
“seeking help for everything
from suicidal thoughts to ad-
diction to depression is as rou-
tine as going to the doctor for
a broken arm or an annual
checkup.”

Lifeline currently pro-
vides services in English and
Spanish. It also uses Language
Line Solutions to provide
translation services in over
250 additional languages. Text
and chat are currently avail-
able in English only.

For more information
visit: https://suicidepreven-
tionlifeline.org. People not in
crisis who are seeking treat-
ment options for mental
health conditions should visit:
https:// findtreat-
ment.samhsa.gov or call 1-
800-662-HELP (4357). All calls
are free and confidential.
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Longtime businesses in
GENERUL CENTRECTER Lafayette participating in the
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Edward Jones

> edwardjones.com/fred-steingraf | Member SIPC

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

2-year

315 =

Minimum deposit  $1000

1-year
%

3.00 =

Minimum deposit  $1000

3-month
%

2.20 >

Minimum deposit  $1000

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.
Fred Steingraf, AAMS®

Financial Advisor
3685 Mt Diablo Blvd Suite 161
Lafayette, CA 94549

925-297-4200
fred.steingraf@edwardjones.com

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 07/15/2022. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000
(principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit
www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value.
FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs
require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts
nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

FDI-1867K-A © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Many people think of insulation as
something homes in cold climates need to
keep houses warm in winter. Homeowners
may not see the value in adding insulation
to their homes and attics because of this
misconception. The truth is ALL homes
benefit from insulation because insulation
provides both heating and cooling benefits.

* Attic And Crawl Space Cleaning
* Insulation Replacement

* Rodent Proofing

* Moisture Barrier Installation

On every insulation project you get ducts
cleaning for free. Call today for free estimate.

P\

ATTIC EFFICIENCY

Office - (415) 340-1841
Daniel - (209) 592-8618
Asafelmadvi@gmail.com

www.attic-efficiency.com
License - #1089510

sidewalk sale festivities in-
clude Diablo Foods, Mc-
Caulou's Department Store,
Blodgett’s Flooring, Orchard
Nursery, Clocks, Etc. and Wine
Thieves, all locally owned. The
10 years leading up to the pan-
demic had Venture Quality
Goods, Luck, Harper Greer,
Lamorinda Music and Am-
phora opening their
doors. “Post COVID has added
a wonderful mix of shops and
restaurants like White Barn
Home, Kiku Sushi, Lafayette
Public House, Local Kitchens,
Two Girls One Plant and Hol-
lie’s Homegrown,” Lifson says.
At Plaza Park, popup ven-
dors will introduce new com-
panies such as DateBox Club,
Fabula Tea, Local Food Adven-
tures, Lola’s Sweet Treats, Old
Road Brand, Whitchurch Glass
Designs, Onodo Art and Blue-
Goo Photography. The Park
Theater Trust will display
their new merchandise and
share updated information
about their mission to revital-
ize the Park Theater into an
accessible, inclusive,
community-centered cinema
and arts and culture hub.
Asked about the chal-
lenges of public gatherings
held during the pandemic and
annual or bi-annual events re-
turning as the community

Citywide Sidewalk Sale underscores
Lafayette’s small town feel

emerges from the public
health crisis but are still worn
down by COVID and the eco-
nomic inflation of summer
2022, Lifson says without hesi-
tation that restoring a vital
downtown is difficult, but not
impossible.

“The pandemic was con-
sistent in one way. It was com-
pletely inconsistent,” Lifson
says. “Collectively, our com-
munity did everything they
could to live in the moment,
change with the mandates
and rules, and adapt to the
next phase as quickly as possi-
ble. With the exception of
masking and attendance in
schools, Lafayette did not have
the same resistance that other
cities had. Residents behaved
and our business became very
nimble and flexible to handle
the curve balls that were
thrown our way.”

Noteworthy of the cham-
ber’s achievements this year,
Lifson says, is launching the
first Community Day and host-
ing the second Sidewalk Sale
Day. “We are returning to the
events we celebrate when it’s
safe. Our community, our
bleacher buddies, our neigh-
bors and customers are hun-
gry to get back to enjoying
each other.”

E E MCVE COORDINATORS

All-Women Company Serving
East Bay Residents for Over 20 Years

COMPLETE MOVE &
COORDINATION SPECIALISTS

% CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION *

FULL PACKING & UNPACKING SERVICES
PACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

plan, sort, pack, label and help with what to keep, toss, donate, consign

UNPACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

plxcmg fornfurd, SERnQ up kiichen. sogasiiag Chetdls. capbodids dnd drawers

Nominated by SCORE
for Qutstanding

Insured, Bonded, and Green

Woman-Owned Small Business

925.330.1988

hefloadcaretreamoves.nel
W carelreamaves.net
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Old Moraga Town Site Walking Tour takes history buffs back in time

History comes alive on the Old Moraga Town Site Walking Tour

By Vera Kochan

It’s not exactly a time machine,
but thanks to the Moraga His-
torical Society’s continuous ef-
forts to bring history to life for
the town’s residents and visi-
tors, the Old Moraga Town Site
Walking Tour was developed
as an interactive way to dis-

cover some notable aspects
near the Moraga Shopping
Center while getting in some
exercise.

Developed by MHS board
members and spouses Susan
Skilton (research director) and
John Kaiser (digital assets co-
ordinator), the couple focused
on sites within town that are

still standing and began the
informational aspects of the
tour with the year 1913.
During that year, James
Irvine of the Moraga Company,
began to turn the area into a
ranching and agricultural
mecca. Building the now iconic
red and white Moraga Ranch
buildings (almost a fully func-

Old Moraga Town Site— 1971

-

Photo courtesy John Kaiser

tional town unto itself in its
day), soon Irvine’s walnut and
Bartlett pears where shipped
nationwide.

The Utah Construction and
Mining Company bought the
land in 1953, after Irvine’s
death, with an eye towards de-
velopment. Subsequently, de-
veloper Russell Bruzzone pur-

chased the area now known as
Moraga Shopping Center from
Utah Construction in the early
’60s when it was still farmland
linked by dirt roads.

There are eight loca-
tions/stops on the tour: Moraga
Barn; Moraga Grocery (not
Safeway); Willow Spring
School II; Moraga Creek; con-
crete urns median; two former
post offices; the husking shed;
and the Moraga Ranch build-
ings. To begin the tour one can
visit the MHS website (Mora-
gaHistory.org), and click onto
Moraga History. Scroll down to
Walking Tours and simply fol-
low the instructions or use the
QR Code (see on Page C3).
There is also a “history lesson”
attached to each stop on the
website. The tour is approxi-
mately 1.5 miles and takes
about 35-45 minutes to com-
plete. It is suggested for any-
one interested in taking the
tour, to read the "background"
content beforehand in order to
enhance the touring
experience.

... continued on Page C3

Looking Good in Lamorinda
Summer style

By Moya Stone

Many years ago I purchased a
new swimsuit for the summer.
It was a simple one piece with a
scoop back. But what made it
different was the gold textured

fabric that shimmered in the
sunlight. That swimsuit was
ahead of its time and I received
a lot of compliments. I kept to
myself the little secret that my
chic swimsuit came from TJ
Maxx. That’s right! Then and
now T] Maxx in Moraga has an

excellent selection of swimsuits,
not to mention sunhats, sun-
glasses, and other must-haves
for the summer. But hurry,
swimsuits are going fast.
Expect the unexpected in
swimwear for Summer 2022.
Designers now consider swim-
suits as fashion statements. One
pieces and bikinis in iridescent,
eyelet, and cable knit fabrics
are very hot this season. Prints
include gingham, floral, and
leopard. Probably the biggest
trend is the cutout, which
Vogue magazine calls “allur-
ing.” ... continued on Page B2

Anthony Marra |

Mercury Pictures Presents
Tuesday, August 9 at 7:00

Emi Nietfeld | Acceptance
Wednesday, August 10

at 7:00

Daniel Stone | Sinkable

Friday, August 19
at 2:00

Join us for the Lafayette Library & Learning Center
Foundation’s Distinguish Speakers Series.
Visit llcf.org or orindabooks.com for tickets.

=
LERAT

Kelly Sopak Insurance Agcy Inc
Kelly Sopak, Agent

Insurance Lic#: 6006124
1Northwood Drive Suite 1
Orinda, CA 94563

Mon-Thurs 9:00am to 5:00pm
Fridays 9:00am to 4:30pm
Evenings & Weekends by Appt
Hablamos Espafiol

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

35 years of experience in archit

KAPLAN ARCHITECTS

- el
ectural design

www.kaplanarchitects.com
(510) 361-0223

I'm your one-stop shop for the service you deserve at a
price you want. Call me for surprisingly great rates and
Good Neighbor service right in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.”

Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants subject to State Farm” underwriting requirements.

o StateFarm’

Surprisingly great rates

right around the corner.

>

3048 CLAREMONT AVENUE BERKELEY
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Buttery scones the perfect breakfast treat

Jam Thumbprint Sconesl

By Susie Iventosch

Scones are just an all around
special breakfast treat. They
seem so fancy! We love them
with a bit of a shortbread tex-
ture ... nice and crispy on the
edges, but still soft in the center.
What makes scones especially
fun is the myriad ways you can
make them — plain or with cur-
rants, with caramelized apples
and icing, toasted pecans with
maple glaze, or this way — with a
big jam thumbprint. You can
add oats, or you can leave them
plain and you can use part
whole wheat flour for a little
nubbier version. Having a fa-

Photo Susie Iventosch

vorite scone recipe is kind of like
having a blank (albeit tasty)
canvas for your favorite food
colors and textures.

Because we prefer a short-
bread texture for our scones, our
basic recipe does not call for
eggs. Instead, we simply use
flour, sugar, baking powder, a
little salt, some kind of flavoring
extract and butter.

I first saw these jam scones
in a local coffee shop and
bought one because it looked so
tasty. Then, I decided to make an
entire batch for some guests that
were coming to our cabin a few
weeks later. I just used my basic
scone recipe, and then with a
clean thumb, made a big inden-

tation and filled it with our fa-
vorite raspberry jam. You can
actually use whatever jam you

INGREDIENTS
2 1/2 cups all-purpose flour
6 tablespoons brown sugar
4 teaspoons baking powder
1/2 teaspoon salt

like best and I think the Bonne
Maman Mixed Berries Preserves
would be fantastic in this recipe,

1 stick butter, (4 0z.), cold and cut into small 1/2-inch cubes
1/2 +/- cup cream or milk (more or less as needed to gather the dough into a ball)

1 teaspoon vanilla extract

1 egg white (for brushing on top of the scones before baking)
1/4 cup raw sugar or Swedish pearl sugar
1/2 cup raspberry jam (or your favorite jam)

DIRECTIONS

Wednesday, July 20, 2022

although TI've yet to try it.

Preheat oven to 425 F. Prepare a large baking sheet with cooking spray or parchment paper.
In a large bowl, mix flour, brown sugar, baking powder, and salt.
With a pastry cutter, or your fingertips, cut butter into flour mixture until well blended and butter is

reduced to tiny pea-size pieces.

Stir vanilla extract into the cream (or milk). With a large fork or spoon, stir the cream with vanilla
extract into the flour-butter mixture. Blend well. Form into a ball, and on a floured cutting board, press
the ball into a flat circle with your hands. The circle should be about 8-inches in diameter for taller
shorter scones and 10 inches for flatter, longer scones, and roughly 3/4 to 1-inch thick.

Using a long knife, cut the dough into 12 even triangles for small scones, or 8 triangles for large
scones, and place them on the prepared baking sheet.

Using your thumb, make an indentation in the wide part of the scone that goes almost to the bottom
of the scone. Brush the scones with egg white. Then fill the indentation with the jam. Finally, sprinkle the
raw sugar or Swedish pearl sugar over the scone.

Bake for approximately 12-14 minutes, or until
tops begin to turn golden-brown. Remove from
oven and cool completely. Then drizzle icing over

the top of the cooled scones.
ICING INGREDIENTS
1 cup powdered sugar, sifted
1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract

1 tablespoons milk (may not need this
depending upon the berry juice)

ICING DIRECTIONS

Mix all with a whisk until smooth. Set aside until

scones are cooled.

our website:

www.lamorindaweekly.com .
If you would like to share
your favorite recipe with
Susie please contact her by
email or call our office at
(925) 377-0977. Or visit
https://treksandbites.com

Susie can be reached at
suziventosch@gmail.com.
This recipe can be found on

Family Focus

Frustrations and Guilt with

By Margie Ryerson, MFT

In the first part of this column,
we looked at how guilt and so-
cietal expectations play a role
in keeping some people
plugged into destructive family
relationships. We’re condi-
tioned to think that family
means accepting any and all
behavior solely because we’re
family. If the situation becomes
intolerable, we think we must
still carry on and find a way to
make things work.

Each of us has a different
tolerance for disrespectful be-
havior that is aimed at us. If, at
some point, you decide you
have had enough — and have
tried everything you could to
change the relationship dy-
namics - it is time to distance
yourself. You don’t need to cre-
ate drama by confronting the
person in question; you merely
need to step away and not be in
as much contact.

In certain cases, you may
need to sever contact alto-
gether if the relationship has
become highly toxic. When
trust is missing and can’t be

restored, you need to stop sub-
jecting yourself to an un-
healthy relationship. A few ex-
amples of toxic behavior are:
1) Treating you abusively —
verbally, physically and/or
emotionally.

2) Exhibiting contempt or dis-
dain towards you instead of
kindness and love.

3) Disparaging you to family
members and others. Trying to
ingratiate themselves with oth-
ers at your expense.

Among siblings, money and
property issues after the death
of parents seem to loom large as
causes for estrangement. One
client experienced the double
whammy of losing his last par-
ent and then becoming es-
tranged from his only sibling.
Jeremy was a successful ac-
countant with a wife and three
children. His younger sister,
Caroline, was single and
worked as a teacher. Their par-
ents, who weren’t wealthy, left
Jeremy and Caroline equal
shares of their assets.

Jeremy and Caroline were
never close growing up. There
was a five-year age difference,

Newest Artify Orinda
installation graces Big
Belly trash can

Submitted by
Maggie Boscoe

Artist Anne Fallin stands be-
side her painting which was
recently installed on the back
of a Big Belly trash and recy-
cling can in Orinda in front of
Starbucks across from Safeway
as part of the Artify Orinda
project. This is one of five

Photo provided

original artworks installed on
the backs and sides of Big Belly
trash and recycling cans, with
more to come. To donate to
the Artify project, go to ar-
tify@lamorindaarts.org. Any
amount will be appreciated
but a donation of $500 will put
your name as a sponsor on the
plaque which will be attached
to the painting.

Extended Family Relationships, Part Two

and they didn’t have much in
common. But they both loved
their parents and tried to get
along for their sakes. When
their parents were no longer
the unifying force, Caroline be-
gan to act out. She resented
that Jeremy was the executor of
the estate and insisted that he
give her the entire inheritance
because he was already well-
off and she wasn’t. Jeremy of-
fered to give her a larger por-
tion since that seemed fair to
him, but Caroline had an all-or-
nothing attitude.

Jeremy struggled to figure
out ways to get along with his
sister. He felt a great deal of
guilt that he wasn’t honoring
his parents if they didn’t get
along. He tried to have more
contact and show more interest
in her life. He included her in
many of his family’s activities
in the hope that she would
bond more with them.

Ultimately, Jeremy and his
wife decided that Caroline was
too negative and unreasonable
to see very often. They never
knew when the next verbal at-
tack would be, and they felt
they couldn’t please her. In ad-
dition, they didn’t want to con-
tinue exposing their children to
her hostile attitude. Rather
than taking extreme action,
they decided to have a “slow
down” and see Caroline only a
few times a year at most.

Amy and Kurt sought ther-
apy to discuss a solution to
their relationship with Amy’s
adult son from her prior mar-
riage. The son, James, was 28
and had many issues. He peri-
odically abused alcohol, was
only sporadically employed,

and had an anger problem.
James refused to get help for
himself even though Kurt and
Amy offered to pay. They al-
ready subsidized his living ex-
penses, including health and
automobile insurance.

Not only was this couple
discouraged, but they were also
continually disrespected by
James. He rarely expressed ap-
preciation and more often told
them that because they were
well off financially, they owed
it to him to help. He was emo-
tionally aloof, and didn’t share
much about his life or feelings.

To make matters worse,
when Kurt and Amy tried to set
limits with James, he blamed
Kurt for brainwashing Amy
into going along with his terms.
Often, a person who is emo-
tionally unstable will attempt
to split any opposition in order
to gain more control. In this
case, James knew that his
mother was more sympathetic
and he tried to marginalize
Kurt as much as possible.

When Amy was finally able
to realize that James was ma-
nipulative and stuck in a “vic-
tim mentality,” and that she
couldn’t satisfy him, she de-
cided to look at the situation
differently. Amy saw that she
really wasn’t helping James be-
come a mature and responsible
adult when she tolerated his
rude and disrespectful behav-
ior. She decided to set firm
limits in a loving way, and ac-
cept that the rest was up to
James. As Amy began to expect
more of James, she gradually
let go of her feelings of guilt.
She felt sadness and loss as she
realized there was no other

choice if she wanted to end the
constant drama. Amy had to be
prepared to face not having a
relationship with James. Some-
times it takes this type of
“showdown” for the person
who is uncooperative to finally
realize there are limits to how
much other people can be ma-
nipulated.

Amy’s attitude and behav-
ioral shifts are recent, so time
will tell if they will be effective
in producing change. But in the
meantime, Amy has more clarity
and resolve which are helping
her feel happier than before.

When you feel that you
have done all you can to have a
positive relationship with a
family member or friend, but
the other person continues to
exhibit a negative attitude to-
ward you, in words or behav-
ior, it is time to re-evaluate the
relationship. Of course, this
shift can be heart-wrenching.
Getting support from a thera-
pist is highly advisable if you
must navigate this difficult
path.

Margle Ryerson, MFT, is a local
marriage and family therapist.
Contact her at 925-376-9323 or
margierye@yahoo.com. Her
new book, “Family Focus: A
Therapist’s Tips for Happier
Families,” is available from
Orinda Books and Amazon.com.

Looking Good in Lamorinda
Summer style

... continued from Page B1

The cutout gives a pop of glam-
our and sex appeal, while stay-
ing this side of tasteful. Pair with
a long skirt and this season’s
swimsuit is suitable to wear for
an afternoon of shopping or a
causal summer dinner.

Seeking vintage stuff? The
Shadelands Ranch Museum
Summer Market in Walnut
Creek is back for a second year
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sunday,
July 31. The Market offers vin-
tage and antique treasures as
well as handmade items from 40
local vendors. (Full disclosure,
this year I am one of those ven-
dors selling vintage.) Also avail-
able will be items from the mu-
seum’s archives, including
clothing, accessories, and home
decor pieces.

Among the vendors is
Orinda resident Nicky Zabetian,
owner of Middleton Makes. Za-

betian designs and makes one-
of-a-kind hand dyed clothing,
accessories, and home goods.
Zabetian says on her website,
“Each small batch of garments
and accessories is hand-dyed
with love and the intent to cre-
ate soft, romantic patterns that
you will celebrate and em-
brace.”

There will be food vendors
and the museum will open up
for tours. Come by and say hello.

I'm always on the lookout
for novels with a strong fashion
thread and I recently found one
by fashion writer William Nor-
wich. “My Mrs. Brown” (Simon
& Schuster) is the story of
middle-aged Mrs. Brown who
lives a modest life as a cleaner in
a small town in Rhode Island.
When she volunteers to help in-
ventory the belongings of the
town’s recently deceased Grand
Dame, she comes upon a black
dress suit that will change her

life. The simple but exquisite
suit was designed by Oscar de la
Renta and once she sets her eyes
on it she is captivated. After
reading the novel “Mrs. Harris
Goes to Paris,” the story of a
woman (quite like our heroine)
who travels to Paris to buy her-
self a Dior gown, Mrs. Brown is
inspired to travel to New York
City and buy her own dress suit
by Oscar de la Renta. Never
mind that it cost thousands of
dollars that she doesn’t have.
Where there’s a will (and many
good Samaritans) there’s a way.
Full of fashion detail, this is a
charming novel with a surprise
ending that’s perfect for a quiet
day beside the pool or on the
beach.

Keep cool out there and re-
member to go forth in style.

Moya Stone is a fashion
writer and blogger at www.over-
dressedforlife.com.
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‘ Not to be missed ‘ Not to be missed ‘ Not to be missed ‘ Not to be missed ‘

Art Embraces Words - Live
Program July 23 from 2 to 3:30
p-m. Artists paint with colors,
writers paint with words. To-
gether they enrich our commu-
nity. Missing your creative
tribe? The Lamorinda Arts
Council invites you to return to
its free live program at the
Lafayette Library. Emerging
writers read from their work
surrounded by artwork from
local artists Pam Stefl and Alvin
Ziegler. In this way art literally
“embraces” the spoken word.
AEW program dates are July 23,
and Oct. 29 (Costume Program).
We invite lovers of the spoken
word and visual art, writers
and visual artists to register
online to participate. Reception
follows outdoors in the Library
Courtyard. Visit
https://lamorindaarts.org/art-
embraces-words/ for more
information.

Valley Art Gallery presents:
“ThoughtScapes” Featuring
works by renowned Bay Area
artist Paula Boas. June 26 — Aug.
6. Paula Boas' abstract paint-
ings are rooted in architectural
and natural landscapes and
their respective geometric and
organic forms. Free, open to the
public, 1661 Botelho Drive,
Suite 110, Walnut Creek.
www.valleyartgallery.org; (925)
935-4311.

Music

Paper Moon Presents offers
Brett Dennen at the beautiful
Bruns in the Berkeley hills on
Saturday, July 30, from 5 to 11
p-m., at Bruns Amphitheater,
100 California Shakespeare
Theater Way, Orinda. Come out
and enjoy a night of sweet
songs and good vibes with Brett
Dennen and Megan Jacobs at a
spectacular setting in the
Berkeley hills. Cost: $40. Lyrics
Born and Destani Wolf at the
beautiful Bruns - Berkeley hills
on Friday, July 29, from 5 to 11
p-m. Come join us for an amaz-
ing night of great local artists. It
is going to be a best night ever
with great food and great music
in a perfect setting. Cost: $35.
For more info see www.paper-
moonpresents.live or call (510)
517-2010.

The Bowerbird Collective pre-
sents Life on Land's Edge. A cine-
matic concert celebrating migra-
tory birds on Saturday, July 30,
from 5 to 6 p.m., at Orinda Li-
brary Auditorium, 26 Orinda
Way, Orinda. A cinematic concert
experience drawing on art, sci-
ence, and music from across the
ages. Be immersed in one of na-
ture's greatest stories. Cost:
Adults $40, Seniors $35, Students
$20, U18 $5. For more info see
https://www.bowerbirdcollec-
tive.org or call 646-384-8080 or
email hello@bowerhirdcollec-
tive.org.

Cantare, an Oakland-based

nonprofit community choral or-
ganization, opens its 36th sea-
son with “You Can’t Stop the
Beat!” — a concert of Broadway
show music. Directed by David
Morales, the summer adult
choir will perform music en-
compassing over 100 years of
Broadway favorites in small en-
semble songs, stunning solos,
and a multitude of medley
arrangements. Selections in-
clude a medley of Rodgers and
Hammerstein as well as music
from “Dear Evan Hansen,” “The
Color Purple,” “Miss Saigon,”
“Rent,” “Hairspray” and many
more! Saturday, July 30, 7:30
p-m.; Walnut Creek Presbyterian
Church, 1801 Lacassie Ave, Wal-
nut Creek. Sunday, July 31, 4
p-m., First Presbyterian Church
of Oakland, 2619 Broadway,
Oakland. Tickets and more in-
formation for “You Can’t Stop
the Beat!” at www.cantarecon-
vivo.org, by phone at (510) 836-
0789, or at the door. General ad-
mission is $25; Students, $10. All
audience members are required
to wear masks.

AlterTheater Ensemble pre-
sents “Pure Native” by Vickie
Ramirez (East Bay Perfor-
mances) on July 24, 1-3 p.m., at
California Shakespeare Theater
Upper Grove at the Bruns, 100
California Shakespeare Theater
Way, Orinda. A prodigal son re-
turns home with a business
proposal to bottle the tribe's
water.... But his childhood

sweetheart rallies the commu-
nity against him. Cost: $10-35.
For more info see www.al-
tertheater.org/purenative or
call 415-454-2787 or email
boxoffice@altertheater.org.

Orinda Starlight Village Play-
ers presents "The Marvelous
Land of Oz" with adaption and
lyrics by Malcolm Cowler and
music by Rice Majors, Fridays
and Saturdays at 8:30 p.m. July
22 through Aug. 13, Sunday,
Aug. 7 at 4 p.m. and Thursday,
Aug. 11 at 8 p.m. at the Orinda
Community Center Park Out-
door Amphitheater. Regular
admission: $20 (discount for
seniors and children). Tickets
at Box Office or call (925) 528-
9225 or email info@orsvp.org.
WWW.OTISVp.org

Shotgun Players presents
“Dream Hou$e” July 20-Aug 7:
Wed-Thurs at 7 p.m., Fri-Sat at
8 p.m., Sun at 5 p.m., at Ashby
Stage, 1901 Ashby Ave, Berke-
ley. A dark comedy about two
Latinx sisters who land the op-
portunity to remodel and sell
their historic family home on a
popular reality television show.
Cost: $7 - $40. For more info see
https://shotgunplayers.org/
online/article/dream-house or
call (510) 841-6500 x303 or
email
boxoffice@shotgunplayers.org.

Orinda Books event: Thursday,
Aug. 4, 11 a.m. Pat’s book club

Lamorinda’s Religious Services

In-Person & Virtual

please call 925-284-7420

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
An Open, Affirming & Loving Community

If someone would like to be added to our Zoom invitation

682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, www.stanselms.us

service Sun. at 9:00 AM

or email cathy.w@stanselms.us
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ORINDA

10 Irwin Way, Orinda | 925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org

“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life'’s
Journey, you are welcome here!”

Sunday Service 10 am or join us online.
Mondays 9:30 am Centering Prayer in the Chapel
Wednesday 10 am Contemplative Worship in the Chapel

amrmunity Chunch

Syt

h

-4

@ 0I§1(-)|I¥IARK’S CHURCH

Sunday Service at 10 a.m.
451 Moraga Way, Orinda
www.stmarksorinda.org |

INDA & MORAGA

(925) 254-5965
All Are Welcome

WILLOWSFR)NG

Practical biblical teaching, contemporary
worship, come as you are.

www.willowspringchurch.com
1689 School St. Moraga | 925-376-3550

10:45 AM Sunday Service

24 Orinda Way (next to
Informal Wednesday

www.christian

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

Sunday Services and Sunday School 10-11 am

All are welcome

the Library)-925-254-4212
Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm

scienceorinda.org

Lafayette United Methodist Church
955 Moraga Road 925.284.4765 thelumc.org

Sunday 10am in person worship
We are a church that strives to love as Jesus loves.

Our congregation welcomes, includes, and affirms everyone
on their journey of faith regardless of race, ethnicity, age,
economic status, physical and mental ability,
sexual orientation or gender identity.

Lafayette-Orinda Presbytorian Church Presents:

FAITH

AT THE MOVIES

lopc.org/moyvies

In Person/Livestream Waorship at 10:00@.m.

June 19 - September 4

SLIT T

SRTITTRON ST I8E

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422

www.holyshepherd.org

ONLINE WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Facebook Premiere Community Worship
every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Go to
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/

WORSHIP SCHEDULE In person worship
at 9:30 a.m. Live stream on
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/

Visit our website to access the current
and recent sermons.

Mosaga Valley Presbyberdan Chunch

mvpe

JOIN US SUNDAYS AT 9:30
INDOORS & ON THE PATIO

OR ONLINE AT MYPCTODAY.ORG

OUR SAVIOR

LUTHERAN

S

5

will read and discuss “The Per-
sonal Librarian” by Marie
Benedict and Victoria Christo-
pher Murray. Everyone is wel-
come; just email info@orind-
abooks to let us know you're
coming. This is a remarkable
novel about J. P. Morgan's per-
sonal librarian, Belle da Costa
Greene, the Black American
woman who was forced to hide
her true identity and pass as
white in order to leave a lasting
legacy that enriched our
nation.

Other

The Ecology Center will host
Plastic Free July, a month-long
series of interactive and educa-
tional events throughout
Berkeley. The event line up in-
cludes: the Downtown Berke-
ley Farmers’ Market on July 30;
and a workshop on gardening
sustainably and without plastic
on July 23 at the Ecology Center
EcoHouse (1305 Hopkins St,
Berkeley). Full schedule of
events at:
ecologycenter.org/plastic-
free-july/

Mocktails & Cocktails — Sun-
day, July 24 from 3 to 5 p.m.
Join others who love art, litera-
ture, music and everything in
between at The Coop, 32
Lafayette Circle from 3-5 p.m.
Time for some artsy banter
with Ani Breslin and Elana
O’Loskey of the Lamorinda Arts
Council. No host bar. Just show
up. Questions? Email
literary@lamorindaarts.org.
Join us on Sunday, Aug. 28 for
the annual Kapnek Trust USA
fun run/walk. Starting at 9 a.m.
on the Moraga Commons Path
this event supports preschool
education and nutritious food
to children in Zimbabwe. Par-
ticipants enjoy a T-shirt, food,
music, carnival games, and fun!
To register go to:
https://kapnektrustusafunrun.
eventbrite.com/

Please submit events to:
calendar@lamorindaweekly.com

Lamorinda
Weekly

is an independent publication for the
residents of Lafayette, Moraga and
Orinda, CA. 25,000 printed copies;

delivered to homes in Lamorinda.

Contact us:

Letters to the editor (max 350
words):
letters@lamorindaweekly.com
Delivery issues:
homedelivery@
lamorindaweekly.com

Event listings: calendar@
lamorindaweekly.com
Business press releases:
storydesk@
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Donna de Varona — Lafayette Native, Olympic Gold Medalist,
pre-Title IX athlete and Title IX crusader

By Jon Kingdon

When the Civil Rights Act of
1964 was enacted, it outlawed
discrimination based on race,
color, religion, sex, and na-
tional origin. As a supplement
to this act, 50 years ago, on
June 23, 1972, Title IX was
passed as a federal civil law
that prohibited sex-based dis-
crimination in any school or
other education program that
received federal money.

The text of Title IX as
written and signed into law by
President Richard Nixon was
as follows: “No person in the
United States shall, based on
sex, be excluded from partici-
pation in, be denied the bene-
fits of, or be subjected to dis-
crimination under any educa-
tion program or activity re-
ceiving Federal financial
assistance.”

Donna de Varona, a
Lafayette native, became an
internationally known swim-
mer when she competed in the
1960 Rome Olympics at the age
of 13 and followed that up at
the 1964 Tokyo Olympics,
winning the 400-meter indi-
vidual relay, setting an
Olympic record and a second
gold medal in the 4x100 meter
freestyle relay that set a world
record.

“There weren’t any sports
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for girls when I was growing
up,” de Varona said. “Little
league organized girls out of
the game. I used to play sand-
lot baseball with my brother
but when little league baseball
began, I went as the bat girl
because I got to be near the
game and the guys. Dolls
didn’t do it for me.”

The few sports available to
girls were swimming, track
and field, gymnastics, and
tennis. “Basic swimming was
being elevated by coaches who
were just donating their time
to build a program,” de
Varona said. “When I was 12,
if you were fast enough, you
could swim open. That’s
where I was, very fortunate to
be in the right place at the
right time, in the right state in
the right community.”

It was de Varona’s father,
Dave, a football player, and
rower at the University of Cal-
ifornia, Berkeley who made it
clear to de Varona that there
was an unequal access to
sports. “My father played
sports because he could,” de
Varona said. “However, he al-
ways talked about how unfair
it was that guys got scholar-
ships and women didn’t, so he
planted the seeds for me as we
would always have these dia-
logues. You could play teth-
erball or baseball during re-
cess but interscholastic high

school sports for girls didn’t
exist.”

Without Title IX, it was the
parents who were there to en-
sure that their girls would get
some opportunity to partici-
pate in sports. “It was Mom
and Pop who were the ones
that fueled the movement to-
tally,” de Varona said. “Since I
was so successful at 13, my
way was paid for the National
Swimming Championships,
but it was the parents that
supported our movement dur-
ing that period.”

With her coach in Santa
Clara, de Varona and her fam-
ily moved to San Jose after her
sophomore year at Acalanes.
“Acalanes was a top school
and I hated leaving it,” de
Varona said. “It’s such a beau-
tiful area and a lot of my bud-
dies still live there. I was able
to train there during my
freshman year even though
there wasn’t a girls’ swim
team.”

So, despite breaking 18
world records, winning 37 na-
tional titles and two Olympic
gold medals, it became clear to
de Varona, in this pre-Title IX
era, she needed to find a new
career path since there were
no women’s college swim
teams. “I was aware that the
guys were going off to college,”
de Varona said. “I accepted my
reality and that’s why I made
the decision to retire at 17 be-
cause even the coaching com-
munity knew that it was over
for us. There was a lot of stuff
that was percolating, and I
was living at the apex of femi-
nism, anti-war and civil rights.
We were being treated differ-
ently and we had limitations
that the guys did not have.”

De Varona then contacted
ABC about a position in their
sports department, having de-
veloped a relationship with
ABC’s The Wide World of
Sports show in her swimming
career: “I asked if they would
consider using me as an ex-
pert commentator,” de Varona
said. “They told me to think
about it because they did not
want to be accused of turning
me into a professional. I sat on
it for a while and then called
them back and said, ‘T'm
ready.’ They flew me back to
New York, got me a work per-
mit because I was only 17 and
I ended up calling races with
Jim McKay at the men’s senior
national championships at
Yale University.”

De Varona attacked the

media world with the same
commitment that she did in
the pool, eventually earning
an Emmy, two Gracie’s (pre-
sented by the Alliance for
Women in Media Foundation)
and covered 17 winter and
summer Olympic games. In
2006, she was inducted into
the Museum of Television &
Radio's first class of 50 "She
Made It" pioneers in media.

“They thought I was too
young sometimes and I did not
know anything other than
swimming, but I was encour-
aged by Roone Arledge, the
president of ABC sports, to get
more experience,” de Verona
said. “I finally landed a job at
Eyewitness News, which was
the hottest local news station,
and I became the first woman
to cover the New York area
sports. I gained a lot of experi-
ence about how to produce a
spot and to be really aggres-
sive in getting interviews with
the top athletics like Joe Na-
math and Dr. J.”

De Varona did not back
down in what was essentially
an all-male environment. “I
loved being in a man's world
and that's why I went into
sports broadcasting. I always
felt the men had more fun and
I'loved the team aspect and
camaraderie. Make no mis-
take, I love being a woman,
but I loved their lives better
and their career paths. I al-
ways wanted to live a life of
passion and my passion was
firmly rooted in sports.”

The move back East
earned her national exposure.
“I'm in New York City and
hanging out with Howard
Cosell and Jim McKay along
with the captains of industry,”
de Varona said. “We went
through the period when New
York almost went bankrupt. I
was hanging out with the
Tisch and Rooney families.
That platform gave me such a
great trajectory in life and I'm
really grateful for it.”

When de Varona went to
Washington D.C. to lobby for
Title IX, ABC was getting calls
from football coaches asking
them why they were letting
her go to Congress and testify.
“My retort to my colleagues at
ABC was that if Howard Cosell
could go and talk about the ills
of boxing, why can’t I talk
about a bill that’s opening up
the doors for women,” de
Varona said. “And by the way,
this is going to offer more op-
portunities for coverage with

the added sports in the sum-
mer and winter Olympics
which ABC needed to fill their
airtime.”

Though de Varona did not
get to meet with Sen. Patsy
Mink (D-Hawaii) who co-
authored and advocated for
the passage of Title IX, she did
meet with many key figures
responsible for the passage of
the legislation. “I did work
with Senator Birch Bayh (Indi-
ana) who was part of our
coalition and the first Presi-
dent Bush who appointed me
to a commission to change
how Title IX was applied,” de
Varona said. “We had the sup-
port of Republicans like Sena-
tors Ted Stevens (Alaska) and
Robert Packwood (Oregon)
along with Democrats like Ted
Kennedy (Mass.) and Bill
Bradley (N.].). Stevens de-
serves a ton of recognition for
always being our defender
and fighting against his own
people like Orrin Hatch
(Utah)."

Though breaking the ini-
tial inertia in upping the ath-
letic teams for girls and
women was slow and at times
arduous, the work of the
politicians, parents, coaches,
athletes, and the general pub-
lic proved successful as evi-
denced by a comparison of
participation numbers by high
school girls in 1971 and 2020:
Cross Country (1971 - 1,719;
2020 - 219,340); Soccer (1971 -
700; 2020 — 400,000); Softball
(1971 -10,000; 2020 - 362,000);
Cross Country (1971 - 1,719;
2020 - 219,345).

“These numbers help with
the debate as to what sports
does for women and how it
empowers our culture,” de
Varona said. “When I worked
at Ernst and Young, the Peter-
son Institute found a correla-
tion between how countries
support their women athletes
and its impact on their GNP.”

The executive director of
the National Collegiate Athletic
Association, Walter Byers,
spoke out against Title IX
claiming that it was going to
lead to the “possible doom of
intercollegiate sports.” Ironi-
cally, Byers became an avid
supporter of Title IX. “I had a
lot of arguments with Walter
when I was testifying in
Washington,” de Varona said.
“After he retired, he wrote a
whole book, championing that
Title IX was the right thing to
do.”

... continued on Page C2
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Science Tutoring

Science Tutoring by Stanford Grad./
Credentialed Teacher/Prof., 15 yrs exp.:
MoragaAcademicConsulting.com

ORINDA BERKELEY HILLS.
In-Law unit on quiet acre. View.
$1950. month plus 1/2 electric bill
1BR/1BA with kitchen, laundry. No
smoking or pets. No roommates.
No subletting. Must be employed.
Recent references. 5 min. to Orin-
da Bart. 10 min. to Berkeley Bart.
Call 1-925-997-8648.

Fencing and More

Java Fence (925) 957 1628
Decks, Hog Wire, Arbors,
Stairs, Trellis, Deer Fence,

Chicken coop, Green house

CCL 880556, Free Est

g1  Ken's Rototilling
ﬁ + 4 W/D Tractors
4 « Hillside Weed Cutting
« Mowing - Discing « Rototilling
« Brush Removal Abatement
To Fire Dept Regulations
Free estimates! 925-938-9836

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

Structural Repairs

Since 1989
Alameda Engineering
DRAINAGE SYSTEMS
RETAINING WALLS
FOUNDATIONS
UNDERPINNING
LANDSLIDE REPAIRS
510-537-6550

General Engineering Contractors
Lic. # 562641
alamedaengineering@comcast.net
alameda-engineering.com

Quetzal Handyman

NO JOBTOO SMALL
Electrical, plumbing,
I concrete, driveways & more...
Please call Carlos Toledo
510-689-7490

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair - Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

$15 per 1/2" classified ad height. Email to:

classified@lamorindaweekly.com

| House Cleaning |

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

WE HOP TO IT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com
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Campolindo Athletic Department chosen Division State School of
the Year for 7th time

Photo Karin Testa

Track & Field winners of NCS 2022. From left: Kyrstin Wilson,
Sara Tabibian, Meagan Kennedy and Mari Testa

By Jon Kingdon

For the seventh time, and the

sixth time in the last 11 years,
Campolindo was named the
Division State School of the
year (2022, 2020, 2019, 2015,

2012, 2011 and 2005) by Cal-Hi
Sports. Except for 2020 when
the Cougars were the Division
2 program of the year, the
other six years they were clas-
sified in Division 3.

Since Ray Meadows was
named the athletic director at
Campolindo in 2019, it’s the
third time the school has won
that award. “I stepped into a
really fortunate position as the
athletic director with a lot of
long-tenured coaches on staff,”
Meadows said. “This has really
contributed to the consistency
and success of the programs
that we have at Campolindo.”

Meadows ascribes the
long-term success at Cam-
polindo to Bob Wilson who
was the athletic director when
he began his teaching career in
2004. “Bob really set much of
the foundation for the success
of the athletic program at the
school,” Meadows said. “The
principal at the time, Carol
Kitchens, was very supportive
of athletics and in my time as
the athletic director, working
with our principal, John
Walker (who will be moving
on to the district office next
year) has been incredible in

terms of his support for
athletics.”

In picking the best schools
by division, Cal-Hi focuses on
teams that have been particu-
larly successful in various
sports. With Campolindo, it
was not a difficult choice with
the particular success of eight
different teams: girls cross
country (state champion), boys
cross country (second in the
state), girls track and field (NCS
champions), boys basketball
(won CIF and ranked fifth in
the state), girls swimming (tied
for fifth at CIF state finals),
boys volleyball (won NCS D1
championship), football (NCS
D2), boys’ water polo (D1 Nor-
Cal semifinal), girls water polo
(lost in NCS final open
division).

“I'm looking for schools
that are way up there in 2, 3,
and 4 sports and then I hone in
from there,” Mark Tennis, the
co-publisher and editor of Cal-
Hi Sports. “I've done it that
way for the past 25 years and
see it as a way to honor
schools, judging them from an
overview standpoint. I look at
it at the end of the school year
and determine which teams

have been the best.”

As a small, suburban
school, Campolindo has often
been matched up against much
bigger schools. “We have often
found ourselves punching well
above our weight in the play-
offs,” Meadows said. “I re-
member once in the girls Divi-
sion I volleyball state champi-
onship, we were matched up
against a school with 3,000
kids and their administrators
could not get over how we
were such a small public
school with such a small en-
rollment. It helps with the
parental and community sup-
port that we get each year, and
it has become a part of our
school culture.”

The success in such a wide
array of sports at Campolindo
was not lost on Tennis. “They
have a nice combination of
success in the traditional
sports like football, basketball
and baseball,” Tennis said.
“With similar results in the
‘country club’ sports like
swimming, water polo, golf,
and tennis, Campolindo has a
nice combination of sports.”

Lamorinda Soccer Club team competes in Texas at MLSNEXT
program

Photo provided

Back row: Skyler (De La Salle), Alejandro (San Leandro), Joseph
(Miramonte), Liam (Acalanes), Israel (Oakland), Oscar
(Oakland), Isaias (Making Waves Academy); middle row:
Christian (De La Salle), Fabricio (Washington), Jared (Making
Waves Academy), Luc (Campolindo), Juan (Latitude), Miguel
(De Anza), Brendan (College Park), Kai (Miramonte), Coach
Castillo; front row: Jose (Skyline), Chris (Oakland); not
pictured: Ben (Campolindo), Elouan (Berkeley), Ulysses

(Making Waves)

Submitted by
Richard Narido

Lamorinda Soccer Club’s
(LMSC) Under 16 Boys ML-
SNEXT team traveled to Frisco,
Texas to compete in the highly
competitive league, which is by
MLS’s acceptance only, where
not every club soccer program
qualifies. In LMSC’s second
year being part of the newly
created MLSNEXT develop-
ment program, the U16 boys
team qualified for the playoffs
which represent the nation’s
top 32 teams per age group. In
days past, LMSC was known
for fielding players mostly
from the Lamorinda area.
However, these days only the
best qualify for the MLSNEXT
roster for LMSC where LMSC’s
MLSNEXT program consists of

players from surrounding ar-
eas such as Richmond, Oak-
land, Concord, Berkeley, as
well as Lamorinda players.
The U16 roster includes
Lamorinda players such as
Joseph Chalwin (Midfielder -
Miramonte class of 2024), Kai
Thomas (Winger - Miramonte
class of 2024), Ben Young (De-
fender - Campolindo class of
2024), Liam Murdin (Defender
- Acalanes class of 2024), and
Luc Narido (GK - Campolindo
class of 2025). Coached by
Christian Castillo, a former DC
United Academy player (and
other international profes-
sional teams), he embodies
LMSC's philosophy in rostering
and playing the best players
regardless of age or back-
ground and fostering an envi-
ronment of family in the team.

LMSC took home a win in
the first round of the playoffs
with a final score of 2-0 against
a team that went 16-2-1 and
was featured by MLSNEXT as a
team to watch in BW Gottschee
from New York. Up next in the
round, 16 LMSC squared off
against an MLS Academy in DC
United. Lamorinda entered the
second half down 1-0 and in
the first 5 minutes of play, one
of their players was issued
their second yellow card and
LMSC was forced to play a man
down for the rest of the game.
In the 76th minute LMSC
scored a tying goal forcing a
PK shootout. LMSC ultimately
ceded a loss to DC United in the
PK shootout 7-8. DC United
would eventually win the
Championship for the U16
bracket.

Submit stories and story ideas to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com

Donna de Varona — Lafayette Native, Olympic Gold Medalist,
pre-Title IX athlete and Title IX crusader

... continued from Page C1

Many of the high school
and college wrestling teams
were eliminated because of
gender quotas. Louis Suba, Mi-
ramonte’s wrestling coach, was
a wrestler at Indiana Univer-
sity at that time. “There was a
lot of resentment among the
wrestlers because so many col-
leges had dropped their pro-
grams,” Suba said. “I remember
there being petitions to rescind
Title IX.”

In 2004, the first year that
women wrestling became an
Olympic sport, females
wrestling for their high school
teams became the fastest grow-
ing group of new participants,
boosting many high school and
college wrestling programs.

“I'was 100% positive when
the girls started coming out be-
cause it really helped to grow
the sport and revive the pro-
grams,” Suba said. “I'm always
looking for more girls to come
out and join our team.”

It’s the ancillary benefits of
sports for women that de
Varona believes is most impor-
tant in the long run. “It’s the
feeling of empowerment and to
be treated with dignity and re-
spect,” de Varona said. “At Ernst
and Young I developed a pro-
gram to help athletes in their
lifecycle to move from compet-
itive competition to post-
athletic careers. Whenever I
was talking about Title IX, we’d
make the point that this isn't
just about being on the podium,
it's about learning all the
lessons sports teaches like con-

fidence, teamwork, focus out-
side of sports, handling victory
and defeat, etc. We found that
94% of women in corporate
America have had a sports
background and 50% competed
in college and those women
look for women that have had a
similar experience because
they don't see their job as nine-
to-fivers. They're committed to
their professions, and they
work until they complete the
job. Our research was ground-
breaking, because no one had
looked at the trajectory after
the field of play.”

To keep the momentum
going, de Varona joined with
Billy Jean King to establish the
Women’s Sports Foundation,
serving as their first president
from 1979 to 1984, eventually
becoming the chair and Hon-
orary Trustee for the Founda-
tion. Over the years, the Foun-
dation has raised more than
$30 million to support its
programs.

“This is what increased the
opportunities after Title IX,” de
Varona said. “Of course, we
couldn’t get equality overnight.
We had to pump the pipeline
and get over a lot of stigmas
such as that girls that played
weren’t feminine or that they
wouldn’t be interested in
sports. What we found was that
we had to have our own move-
ment, which was aside from the
feminist movement which re-
ally thought of us as a mental
exercise. Yes, women should
have equality, but the feminist
movement was mostly focused
on other very important things

like equal pay for equal work
but those who led the move-
ment really weren't athletes. So,
we had to create our own home
with the Women’s Sports Foun-
dation where we could do re-
search, where we could provide
scholarships, where we could
advocate for Title IX imple-
mentation, where we could
honor each other and help
rewrite the history books which
we’ve done.”

The foundation also started
the National Girls and Women
in Sport Day. “It enabled us to
go to Washington and educate
incoming legislators about the
role of Title IX and we were
also able to introduce our
young women to the political
process because where else
would they be able have that
experience of leadership or
meeting sponsors,” de Varona
said. “We also provided a din-
ner every year where we could
meet and greet and know each
other and understand our
strengths and numbers. I don't
know if we would have made it
without the foundation and, I'm
sorry but I'm not going to brag
but we may not have made it
without my leadership.”

De Varona made it a point
to not overlook the achieve-
ments of the minority women
and their accomplishments.
“They don’t get the recogni-
tion," de Varona said. “Who's
heard of Wyomia Tyus or Eve-
Iyn Ashford? Here’s Wyomia
who won back-to-back 100 me-
ter runs in 1964 and 1968 and
then Evelyn Ashford, who won
gold medals in the 1984, 1988

and 1992 Olympics and they're
lost in history and it's just not
right. As far as women are con-
cerned, the women that joined
me in the creative years of the
Women's Sports Foundation
were critical. The press tends to
look at only one person. We
created an army of people be-
hind this movement, many who
never were going to earn a cent
by supporting Title IX and the
Women's Sports Foundation,
which was the only organiza-
tion that was fighting for girls
and women in sport.”

This is why de Varona feels
it is so important for the cur-
rent high school and college
athletes to learn about the his-
tory of Title IX. “My daughter
Joanna used to ask me why
they don’t teach about it in
school,” de Varona said. “This is
part of civil rights. Now they
just take it for granted and they
don’t understand that it could
go away. We have to take re-
sponsibility to step up and pro-
tect the gains that we have
made.”

So, what would it take for
de Varona to say that her mis-
sion is done? This is the answer
she gave in an interview with
Leslie Visser: “We're there
when every high school, middle
school, and grammar school kid
has a sport opportunity. We're
there when we understand that
sports teach us how to compete
in our competitive world. We're
there when we understand
sports provides fitness oppor-
tunities. We’re there when we
can figure out this changing
evolving world on the collegiate

level because the NCAA isn't the
only one responsible, every in-
stitution is. Then let's get to the
parents and have them advo-
cate for not only their kid but
every other kid.”

Since de Varona retired
from competitive swimming in
1965, she has served five terms
on the President’s council on
Physical Fitness and Sports.
She helped with the passage of
the 1978 Amateur Sports Act
which restructured how
Olympics are governed in the
United States. She was a con-
sultant on legislation that
worked to promote and safe-
gaud Title IX. She was named a
special advisor to President
Clinton’s Drug Czar, Barry Mc-
Caffrey, helping with the estab-
lishment and funding for the
United State and World anti-
Doping Agencies. She was ap-
pointed to the United States De-
partment of State’s Empower-
ment of Girls and Women
through the Sports Council by
Secretary of State Hillary Clin-
ton. She has received the
Olympic Order, the highest
honor presented by the Inter-
national Olympic Committee
and has received five honorary
doctorates. She was inducted
into the International Swim-
ming Hall of Fame and the Na-
tional Women’s Hall of Fame.

A graduate of UCLA (1986)
with a degree in political sci-
ence, she and her husband John
Pinto have two children, Joanna
and John.
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Old Moraga Town Site Walking Tour takes history
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buffs back in time
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“It took us about 2-3
weeks to scout out the sites
and to make a safe path for
participants,” Kaiser
explained. “Then, it took

about another month to
research the sites with
images and content. We will
continue to flesh out the
history of each stop and add
it to the website.”

The site’s official

925-377-0977

unveiling was held at the
MHS booth during the Fourth
of July festivities at Moraga
Commons Park, and it drew a
continuous crowd of
interested visitors both young
and old. Kaiser stated, “We

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Wednesday, July 20, 2022

want to have young people
and families interested in
Moraga’s history.”

This QR Code will also
take readers to the Old
Moraga Town Site Walking
Tour main page.

Love Lafayette

MARK BELLINGHAM
PAINTING

HIRE A LOCAL NAME YOU
CAN TRUST

925-247-0092

MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Interior & Exterior Painting Deck & Fence Restoration
Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinet Painting Dry Rot Repair
Light Carpentry Drywall Repair

For a Quick Preliminary Estimate
Email Photos of Project to:
Office@MarkBellinghamPainting.com

See our Reviews on NextDoor, Houzz & YELP

Local Business Owner - Since 1985 - Licensed & Insured

Offering a selection of thoughtful books including
local authors, biographies, history, philosophy,
current events, and classic literature. We also
carry a great selection of fiction, young adult,
and clagsic children’s books.

After 30 years of service, we are
proud to reintroduce ourselves
as Anthony's Custom Picture
Framers. Family owned and
operated since 1991. Anthony
and Tony look forward to seeing
you soon and assisting you with
all your framing needs.

1020 Brown Ave, Suite A Monday by Appointment Only
Lafayette, CA 94549 Tues-Sat 10:30 am to 6:00 pm
0252837620 By Appointment Only

anthonysCPF.com

$30 off your next order with this ad!

LEATHER AND SHOE CARE

Bring in this ad for 25% off"
Leather Cleaning

3622 Mt. Diablo Bivd, Lafayette (925) 284-4809
Open: Tues-Fri 10-5; Sat 10-4

*exp. 9/30/22

Lafayette Glass Co. Inc,

« Frameless Shower Glass

« Shower Enclosures

« Custom Mirrors

« New Windows/Patio Doors
« Replacement & Installation

next to Premier Kitchens, USE DYER STREET TO ENTER
925-284-9510

www.lafayetteglasscompany.com | CSLB # 489426, CSLB # 795837

Wiare Deiigns

//')JQ fm{e/{y sinee 19 Ve

* Appraisals

* Custom Designs
* Pearl Restringing

* Expert Repairs
* Free Ring cleaning
All your jewelry is insured with Jeweler’s Block Insurance.

I $5 off Watch Battery I
Reg $15, Now $10

I 1 watch battery per person. Exp. 8/31/22. Usually installed while you wait. I
W/coupon. Restrictions apply.
h oo oo oo oo oo o o o o e omm omw mm omm o

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette between Trader Joes & the Post Office
283-2988 www.waredesigns.com Tues-Sat 10-5

-

MLAFAYETTE
b4 PHYSICAL THERAPY 2

Orthopedics e Sports Rehab e Geriatrics
Mention the Lamorinda Weekly for a

Comp/imenfmy Consultation

3468 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Ste B110, Lafayette, CA
925-284-6150 www.LafayettePT.com

Lafayette Auto Body, Inc.

www.lafayetteautobody.com

3291 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette (925) 283-3421

The UPS Store s

Hours: Our location:
Mon-Fri 8:00-6:00 3527 Mt Diablo Bivd
Sat 9-5, Sun closed Lafayette, CA 94549
v~ Shipping v"Notary Services

v Postal Services
v/ Business Services

v Copying, Finishing
v Printing Services

store0202@theupsstore.com

www.theUpsStoreLocal.com/0202

Piano Studio
Kegs to sueeess

Piano Lessons in Lafayette with

Competition, CM exam Preparation.
Rita Yegiazaryan
925-323-8969

ryegiazaryan@yahoo.com

1060 Sierra Vista Way, Lafayette

prof instructor MTAC member.

Watch for Shop
Orinda August 3.

Call for Advertising
925.377.0977

Making Bay Area I'|°“‘°|s, 46
Beautiful Sin¢®

D ’ /
! lodietts ' -
FLOOR COVERING

“Quality and Service Since 1946” Abbey Carpet.  www.blodgetts.com

Lic. #177588

925.284.4807

3291 Mt. Diablo Ct., Lafayette
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

Animal plants

Lambsear is soft and fuzzy just like
a baby lamb.

By Cynthia Brian

“We can judge the heart of a man by his treat-
ment of animals.” ~ Immanual Kant

Our family has enjoyed an affinity for the
animal kingdom for as long as I can remem-
ber. We loved creatures so much that we of-
ten named a pet for an animal of another
species that they resembled. We’ve had dogs
named Bear and Wolf, cats named Panther
and Tiger, and even a horse named Spider,
although he didn’t look like an arachnid.

In the plant world, botanists and taxono-
mists who name plants also look to the realm
of animals using zoographical Latin or
Greek-based names for various genera and

to humans and pets.

AL

Foxgloves are digitalis and toxic The fuzzy seed head of goats
beard derives from the Greek

word “Tragopogon”.

species. Sometimes a part of the plant will
remind them of an animal, or sometimes it is
the marketing department of a plant breeder
that comes up with the fun, and often hu-
morous name for a new cultivar.

I walked through my garden giggling at
the numerous “animals” that are growing.
Trees, flowers, wildflowers, and even weeds
bear the names of creatures. If you are look-
ing for an amusing gardening endeavor to do
with children this fall, ask them if they
would like to plant an animal garden. Dis-
cuss their favorite critters, then research
specimens to fit the bill.

Edit your list grouping plants that will
demand the same soil, watering, and

OUR HOMES N |

The Real Estate Year in Review

read on Page D4

Acanthus is known as Bear’s Breech.

Photos Cynthia Brian

sun/shade conditions together in one plot or
pot. Mix annuals and perennials for an on-
going animal parade that will last through-
out the year. Engage in a creative craft pro-
ject making nametags for each plant. (Popsi-
cle sticks are traditional favorites) Because
the weather is too hot and dry to plant in
summer, it’s advised to wait for the cooler
days of autumn to start digging a new gar-
den. However, if you want to plant a few
species in containers now, let the animal
party begin. Make sure to follow directions
on the plant tags and water frequently as
containers lose moisture quickly.

... continued on Page D14



VLATKA BATHGATE

IF 1 HAD A BUYER FOR YOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?
Call me at 925 597 1573

Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com

CalBRE#01390784
=i

as SHin
VLATKA GETS RESULTS ALL OVER THE EAST BAY
11 HALL DR, ORINDA

A Modern
Masterpiece
with Epic
Views

www. | IHallDr.com
Offered at $2,950,000

-""1‘" 1

B

32 LOMA VISTA DR, ORINDA

¥, it s

California
Indoor
OQutdoor
Living

www.32LomaVistaDr.com | | !
Offered at $2,825,000 %

VLATKA CAN HELPYOUWITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME.
WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

©2022 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304
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Lamorinda home sales recorded

City Last reported Lowest amount Highest amount
LAFAYETTE 12 $1,250,000 $3,800,000
MORAGA 2 $880,000 $2,000,000
ORINDA 15 $1,100,000 $4,555,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

990 Condit Road, $2,380,000, 3 Bdrms, 2163 SqFt, 1957 YrBlt, 06-03-22,
Previous Sale: $1,225,000, 06-09-15

850 Hidden Pond Court, $1,900,000, 4 Bdrms, 3455 SqFt, 1991 YrBlt, 06-03-22,
Previous Sale: $960,000, 04-02-04

637 Laird Lane, $1,450,000, 3 Bdrms, 1836 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 05-31-22,
Previous Sale: $839,500, 04-15-15

4006 Natasha Drive, $1,400,000, 4 Bdrms, 2048 SqFt, 1946 YrBlt, 05-31-22

3518 Oliver Court, $3,700,000, 4 Bdrms, 3158 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 06-03-22,
Previous Sale: $1,150,000, 06-17-03

3960 North Peardale Drive, $2,000,000, 2 Bdrms, 3122 SqFt, 1951 YrBIt,

06-01-22

1056 Roderick Court, $3,010,000, 3 Bdrms, 3383 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 06-01-22,
Previous Sale: $579,000, 04-09-99

642 Sky Hy Circle, $2,212,000, 4 Bdrms, 3175 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 06-03-22,
Previous Sale: $1,055,000, 04-01-11

1281 Summit Road, $3,800,000, 5 Bdrms, 3438 SqFt, 1976 YrBlt, 06-01-22,
Previous Sale: $2,575,000, 04-25-19

1186 Sunrise Ridge Drive, $1,790,000, 5 Bdrms, 2972 SqFt, 1998 YrBlt,

06-01-22,
Previous Sale: $590,500, 01-25-99

1030 Via Nueva, $1,950,000, 3 Bdrms, 1854 SqFt, 1975 YrBlt, 05-31-22

945 Yorkshire Court, $1,250,000, 2 Bdrms, 1085 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 06-02-22

MORAGA

83 Miramonte Drive, $880,000, 2 Bdrms, 1772 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 05-31-22

1198 Moraga Road, $2,000,000, 4 Bdrms, 1802 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 06-01-22,
Previous Sale: $1,200,000, 07-07-17

ORINDA

33 Altamount Drive, $2,863,000, 5 Bdrms, 3691 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 06-02-22,
Previous Sale: $1,100,000, 09-06-01

66 Brookwood Road, $1,100,000, 3 Bdrms, 1988 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 06-01-22

6 Cedar Lane, $1,925,000, 3 Bdrms, 1830 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 06-03-22,
Previous Sale: $2,000,000, 04-13-22

2 La Cresta Road, $3,030,000, 5 Bdrms, 3242 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 05-31-22,
Previous Sale: $1,795,000, 06-02-15

159 Lombardy Lane, $3,450,000, 4 Bdrms, 3486 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 05-31-22,
Previous Sale: $1,967,500, 04-06-16

91 Lombardy Lane, $3,225,000, 4 Bdrms, 2724 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 06-02-22,
Previous Sale: $1,175,000, 03-29-02

50 Meadow View Road, $2,150,000, 3 Bdrms, 1423 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 06-03-22,
Previous Sale: $535,000, 05-16-00

294 Orchard Road, $2,300,000, 4 Bdrms, 3375 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 06-01-22,
Previous Sale: $875,000, 12-06-10

125 Overhill Road, $2,506,000, 4 Bdrms, 2154 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 06-03-22

30 Parklane Drive, $2,972,500, 3 Bdrms, 2635 SqFt, 1946 YrBlt, 06-03-22

99 Tappan Lane, $4,555,000, 5 Bdrms, 4962 SqFt, 1982 YrBlt, 06-01-22,
Previous Sale: $1,250,000, 07-14-21

228 The Knolls, $1,300,000, 2 Bdrms, 2141 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 05-31-22,
Previous Sale: $668,000, 09-02-11

33 Via Callados, $1,712,500, 4 Bdrms, 2725 SqFt, 1978 YrBlt, 06-02-22,
Previous Sale: $1,165,000, 05-24-05

241 Village Gate Road, $1,350,000, 3 Bdrms, 2075 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 05-31-22,
Previous Sale: $750,000, 10-05-12

32 Wilder Road, $3,500,000, 4 Bdrms, 4149 SqFt, 2018 YrBlt, 06-03-22,
Previous Sale: $2,374,500, 01-29-19
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ADAM HAMALIAN

JUST LISTED

925.708.5630
DRE# 01917597

1259 REDWOOD LANE, LAFAYETTE

CAROIAN WY OFFERED AT $8,995,000

ACTIVE

925.890.4115
DRE# 00947460

JANE & DAVE SMITH

OFFERED AT $1,425,000
CAROLYN WAY | 925.890.4115

PENDING

925.998.1914

DRE# 01476506/02105225

JOY WIEHN

OFFERED AT $2,395,000
MATT MCLEOD | 925.464.6500

4153771884
DRE# 02047712

KAAREN BRICKMAN

SOLD FOR $1,410,000

925.351.5049
DRE# 01932119

LAUREN DEAL

HURLBUT TEAM LISA TICHENOR LORI LEGLER

I-“r ‘!""'
i.f‘n

925.286.1244
DRE# 00805732

925.876.4671

DRE#02060294

925.285.1093

DRE# 01478540

J. DEL SANTO/K. WOOD | 925.381.7172

1321 JUANITA DRIVE, LAFAYETTE

17 BATES BOULEVARD, ORINDA

2724 SAN CARLOS DR., WALNUT CREEK

S.HUTCHENS/A.HAMALIAN | 925.708.5630

NEW PRICE
X

3350 S. LUCILLE LANE, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $1,575,000
SMITH HOMES TEAM | 925.998.1914

JUST LISTED
S e, ]

1860 LUCILLE LANE, PLEASANT HILL
OFFERED AT $1,189,000
DON & PAMELA COLOMBANA 925.878.8047

PENDING

d._'F"'

|.1J..|

T -k TN
1030 LINDSEY COURT, LAFAYETTE
OFFERED AT $1,995,000
L. LEGLER & C. HATA | 925.286.1244

SOLD < REPRESENTED BUYER

-

3357 SPRINGHILL ROAD, LAFAYETTE
SOLD FOR $2,725,000
KELLY WOOD | 925.381.7172

PAMELA & DON
MATT MCLEOD COLOMBANA

2 149
]

925.464.6500 925.878.8047
DRE# 01310057 DRE# 01979180/01979181

RUTH EDDY

925.788.5449
DRE# 01313819

NEW PRICE

107 MORAGA WAY, ORINDA
OFFERED AT $1,549,000
BRYAN HURLBUT | 925.383.5500

JUST LISTED

4629 MELDON AVENUE, OAKLAND
OFFERED AT $999,000
RUTH EDDY | 925.788.5449

985 CONDIT COURT, LAFAYETTE
SOLD FOR $1,635,000
TINA FRECHMAN | 925.351.5049

REPRESENTED BUYER OFF MARKET
x N & g

" -
. .|:-l||'

T T ==
T i 2

|

3995 PASEO GRANDE, MORAGA
SOLD FOR $2,500,000
KAAREN BRICKMAN | 925.351.5049

SHELLEY RUHMAN SHERRY HUTCHENS

&

510.506.1351

DRE#01180260

925.212.7617
DRE# 01320608

BRYAN HURLBUT

925.383.5500
DRE# 01347508

CHERYL HATA

510.912.5882

DRE# 013859346

JILL BALAZS

925.804.0200

DRE# 02038791

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500

DRE# 01290985

KELLY WOOD

925.381.7172

DRE# 01931711

TINA FRECHMAN

925.915.0851
DRE# 01970768
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The Real Estate Quarter in Review

Second Quarter Sale

By Conrad Bassett, CRP, GMS-T

The second quarter of 2022 remained extremely strong on the residen-
tial side of Lamorinda real estate. The total number of sales was down
but the average price was much higher in both Lafayette and Moraga.
The closings that occurred were those that mostly went under contract
from mid-February to late May prior to the significant uptick in mort-
gage rates.

Per Contra Costa Association of Realtors statistics reported from
April 1 through June 30, 115 single family homes closed in Lafayette.
This was a decrease from the 141 single family homes closed in the same
period one year ago. Sales prices ranged from $1.1 million to $5.8 mil-
lion and the average number of days on market was nine. In the year
ago second quarter it was 12 days. The average sales price was
$2,479,025, far exceeding the $2,180,240 in 2Q2021 and the $1,794,912 in
2Q2020. In 2019 it was $1,779,112. In 2018 it was $1,818,600.

In Moraga the number of single-family closings was 43 which was
down from 57 a year ago. Prices ranged from $1.485 million to $3.487
million. The average sales price was $2,376,836, a huge increase from
$1,936,316 in 2Q2021 and 2Q2020 when it was $1,548,585. In 2019 it was
$1,542,888 and in 2018 it was $1,508,591. The average marketing time
was seven days where a year ago it was 13.

In Orinda, the number of single-family closings was 97, again sub-
stantially lower than 2Q2021 when there were 136. Sales prices ranged
from $875,000 to $4.65 million with an average price of $2,198,041. This
was lower than the $2,317,982 in the same quarter a year ago, but still
above 2Q2020 when it was $1,808,271, and from $1,623,995 in this quar-
ter in 2019. In 2018 it was $1,705,473. It took an average of 14 days to
have a house go pending — similar to the 12 days in the same period a
year ago.

There were only two single-family sales below $1 million in the three
communities combined.

In the quarter ending June 30, on an average price per square foot
basis, Lafayette detached single-family homes sold at $1,029.97, signifi-
cantly above the $825.38 a year ago. In Moraga homes sold for $935.79,

far above the $814.16 in 2Q2021. Orinda was $915.40 — up again from
$804.11 a year ago.

Again, this is the first quarter ever where all homes sold for an aver-
age of over $900 per square foot in each community.

In Lafayette, the average sales price was 113.6% of the final asking
price. In Moraga it was 115.3% % and in Orinda it was 111.8%. The rea-
sons for this can be attributed to agents listing properties well below true
value so that they can hopefully receive multiple offers where buyers
would compete.

In the condominium/townhome category, Lafayette had 10 closings
versus the year ago quarter when there were 18. They sold between
$623,485 for one below market rate sale and $2.555 million. Moraga had
36 when a year ago there were 37. Sale prices ranged from $415,000 to
$2.01 million. Orinda had six that ranged from $510,000 to $1.85 million.

As of July 9, there were 70 homes under contract in the MLS in the
three communities combined. One year ago there were 118! The current
pending homes have asking prices of $515,000 to $4.25 million.

Inventory has increased. There are 109 properties on the market and
a year ago there were 83 available properties in the three communities
combined.

There are 52 properties on the market in Lafayette — an increase
from the 40 at this same time a year ago. Asking prices in Lafayette cur-
rently range from $895,000 to $9.995 million. In Moraga, buyers have
their choice of 22 homes or condominiums listed between $515,000 and
$3.895 million. A year ago there were 23.

In Orinda there are 35 — again an increase from 20 on the market at
the same time a year ago. The list prices range from $989,000 to $5.75
million.

There are no bank-owned or short sales currently in the MLS avail-
able in the three communities.

It is interesting to note that of the 109 dwellings on the market, 13
have lowered their asking prices in the last seven days.

Interest rates have increased dramatically and this has affected the
market. We are still seeing many buyers come to the area from across
the bay and Oakland because they feel they will likely not be commuting
as much (especially on the tech side) and feel that to live further dis-
tances from San Francisco or Silicon Valley is manageable.

Lastly, it is important to look at what homes are selling for versus
their list prices. Often homes come on the market at unrealistic prices,
and they do not sell, but in the second quarter of this year most homes
have had multiple offers and have sold at or above the list price.

Of the 115 single-family sales that closed in Lafayette in the second
quarter of 2022, only six sold below the final list price.

In Moraga, only one of the 43 sales was below the asking price and in
Orinda, only eight of the 97 sold below the final listing price.

We are still seeing many buyers having to make offers without the
traditional contingencies of obtaining financing or having a home ap-
praise or even having the home inspected. Many sellers continue to ob-
tain pre-sale inspections in order to understand the condition of their
homes and to also prevent a buyer from trying to renegotiate a lower
price or repairs.

The combination of higher interest rates and higher supply will af-
fect the third quarter numbers in Lamorinda.



YOUR CB ORINDA
REALTORS:
LAURA ABRAMS
BEV ARNOLD
EMILY BAHN
MARAM BATA
VLATKA BATHGATE
ALBERT BERNARDO
NANCY BOOTH
ROBERT BROWN
ROBERTA CALDERON
TONY CONTE

KELLY CRAWFORD
ASAD DURRANI

COLIN ELBASANI
JOANNE FISHMAN
LANA FITZPATRICK
ERIN FLEMING
SUZANNE GEOFFRION
JEFF GILLETT

SORAYA GOLESORKHI
HANK HAGMAN
ANDREA HARRIS
MARGARET HARTWELL
PETER HATTERSLEY
YAN HEIM

MICHELLE HOLCENBERG
WENDY HOLCENBERG
DICK HOLT

OMAR KHAN

SHELLIE KIRBY

SHERYL KORTRIGHT
MEREDITH LINAMEN
MARY BETH MACLENNAN
CHRISTINA MCCORMICK
MARSHA MCCRAE
MICHELE MCKAY

JILL MONTAQUILA
PEYMAN MOSHREF
TERRY MURPHY
AUDREY NEALE

NIKKI NESTAL

BRUCE NEWMAN
ALYSE PELLEGRINI
DIANE PETEK
MARGARET PRICE
SUSAN SCHLICHER
CATHY SCHULTHEIS
JOEL SHEIMAN
MELANIE SNOW

TOM STACK

TED STREETER

BO SULLIVAN

NORLA TORRES-TURNEY
LINDA VAN DRENT
TERRI BATES WALKER
GREG WATKINS

JERRY WENDT

FRANK WOODWARD
JUNE YOUNG

ANA ZIMMANK

ColdwellBankerHomes.com
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Orinda Orinda
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17 Camino Encinas $6,950,000 25 Rustlc Way $5,750,000
Stately gated downtown estate was inspired by classic east This Amazing Private Glorietta Orinda Estate features
coast traditional design and meticulously constructed with  approximately 8,514 square feet on 8.14 acres with a Quiet cul-de-sac location.
world-class materials and craftmanship. remodeled home 6 bedrooms / 5.5 Bathrooms! 4 bed 2.5 bath 2,735 square feet .64 acre
Kelly Crawford Team 925.998.5599 Laura Abrams 510-697-3225 Bev Arnold
kellycrawfordhomes.com Lic#01327015 25rusticway.com Lic#01272382 bevarnoldhomes.com

6 Dover Ct  $2,385,000
Splendid Contemporary Craftsman with peaceful hill views.

925.788.8516
Lic#01154860
Lafayette

Orinda Lafayette

1062 Oak Hill Rd $1,500,000
Mid-century modern stunner one block from Bart and two blocks
from downtown Lafayette restaurants and shopping. A private
drive leads to this hillside gem offering privacy and respite.

Kelly Crawford Team 925.998.5599
kellycrawfordhomes.com Lic#01327015

1631 Reliez Valley Rd  $1,870,000
Serene Hideaway in Reliez Valley
Suzanne Geoffrion /Michelle Holcenberg
925.699.4832 /925.324.0405
510.697.3225 myagentsuzanne.com  / holcenberg.com

Lic#01272382 Lic#01878803 / Lic#01373412

Alameda

1 Madera Lane $1 795 000
Orinda Country Charm in this Magical private picturesque
El Toyonal hideaway with great outdoor entertaining areas,
privacy and views.
Laura Abrams
1maderaln.com

Lafayette

i i
$1,350,000

1548 Santa Clara Ave

$1,520,000
4 bed 3 bath single story with 1 bed, 1 bath detached guest This wonderful mid-century 4-plex is fantastic for investors  Resort Living with amazing pool and lovely landscaped yard

1456 Rancho View Dr Price avail. upon request - 31 Nottingham Place

with fruit trees! 4 Bedrooms/2.5 Bathrooms.

925.998.5599 Laura Abrams
Lic#01327015 31nottinghampl.com

or owner/user.
925.998.5599 Kelly Crawford Team
Lic#01327015 kellycrawfordhomes.com

Walnut Creek

house.
Kelly Crawford Team

kellycrawfordhomes.com
Pleasant Hill

st

510.697.3225
Lic#01272382

Walnut Creek

1943 Everidge Ct $1,065,000
Spectacular Summit Ridge townhome completely move-in
ready with a reimagined open floor plan and high-end
remodel of the kitchen and all three baths.

925.324.6246 | ana Fitzpatrick 925.872.4660 Kelly Crawford Team 925.998.5599
Lic#01480008 lanafitzpatrick-northerncalifornia.sites.comoxi.com  Lic# 01805218 kellycrawfordhomes.com Lic#01327015

Coldwell Banker Orinda
5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925-253-4600

$1,825,000
Beautifully updated 2442 sq ft single level living on

1539 Sprmgbrook Road

207 Sunspring Court  $625,000
Stunning 2BR/2.5BA townhome-style condo in fabulous
Ellinwood Park! Ideal location right on the pond and centrally .78 acre lot with stunning nature views.
located close to shopping, BART and freeway. Move-in ready!

Mary Beth MacLennan
207SunspringCt.com

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. Real
estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Realty are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2020 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned
offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. &



270 Lamuno Sobrante, Oninda

Fabulously light filled and updated Orinda Country Club gem with walls of windows, high ceilings 3 24
remodeled/eat-in chef's kitchen with state of the art stainless appliances and hardwood floors. An .
entertainer's delight with the kitchen/dining overlooking the gracious family room with sliding door Bed 0
to level lawn and outdoor deck making for great indoor/outdoor California living. A perfect close-in

vel law u ing for great i u ifornia living. A p i 11'952 -l 1000/0

Orinda location steps from Orinda Country Club, lake cascade, downtown Orinda with farmers .
) & 4 Sq ft Level lawn  Location!
market, boutique restaurants, and top rated schools k-12.

Call for. Details | Open Sat/Sun 1-bpm | 270(CaminoSobrante.com Close to all things OCC!

Amy Rose Smith
Partner/ Village Associates FINDING THE

925.212.3897
amy@amyrosesmith.com . . .
www.amyrosesmith.com

CalDRE: #01855959 AMYROSESMITH

villageassociates.com | @villageassociates 925.254.0505 | It's Village. Of Course.

ASSOCIATES




_— & - AT\ A
|
b N

ak tane, Orinda

3 bd|3 ba| 2254 sqft |1.21 ac | $2,495,000
Situated on a private parcel with
panoramic views in one of Orinda’s most
prestigious neighborhoods. A rare
j opportunity to own a one-of-a-kind property
with amazing outdoor spaces plus
a detached bonus room/office.

~—CLARKTHOMPSON— P UXURY

REAL ESTATE BROKER
VILLAGE ASSOCIATES

CALBRE# 00903367 \/' | | a ge-
Office: 925-998-7898 | ct@clarkthompson.com

www.clarkthompson.com AR A




GET SETTLED
FOR SCHOOL

Open July 10, 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.

4 bed | 3 bath | 2,181 ft | Offered at $1,595,000

Charming rancher in Rheem Valley Manor with vaulted, beamed
living room ceiling, oversized family room, formal dining and
4 bedrooms. Private, creekside, wooded setting on .35 acres.

Close to top schools, shops and Moraga Commons Park.

JUST SOLD

3 bedroom, 2 bath
Campolindo home with lush,
flat yard, vaulted ceilings and

updates throughout. Listed
for $1,695,000. Sold for
$1,795,000 with 4 offers.

11-day close of escrow.
Y 23 Corte Mateo, Moraga

www.holcenberg.com

Michelle Holcenberg

C&Tgp:;.ﬁ)o East/North Bay Region

o mlcheﬂe@holcenberg com
e 925-324-0405

w#m373412
e e
& coumert saseen

©2022 Coldwell Banker. Al Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are. tradrnarks of Coldwell Banker Remme LLC. The Culdfp\l Banker® System is
comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group'LLC and franchised offices whlch-!'re |ndependenﬂy owged and operated. The
Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. CalRE #01908304 .“- l-. =

SORAYA GOLESORKHI
REALTOR®

JUST SOLD

3335 FREEMAN ROAD | LAFAYETTE
4BR/3BA | 2,926 SQ. FT. | Includes fabulous ADU | .55 acre flat lot
$2,295,000 | REPRESENTED BUYER

1418 LOS VECINOS | WALNUT CREEK
4BR/2.5BA | 1,729 SQ. FT. | .05 ACRES
$1,068,000 | REPRESENTED BUYER

If you have questions about the market, call me!
I’'m here for you and happy to help!

Soraya Golesorkhi
925.808.8390
sg@soraya4dhomes.com
soraya4homes.com
DRE #01771736

COLDWELL BANKER
5 Moraga Way, Orinda



JUST LISTED - 3349 Golden Rain #13

Remodeled
Sequoila
in Rossmoor

Set in an ideal location across from the Hillside Clubhouse, this
unit has everything you are looking for - a gorgeous kitchen
with a large island, black stainless-steel appliances, gas stove,
electric fireplace, an open balcony for outdoor dining and
entertaining, and views of Mt Diablo.

Rarely available unit with 2 Beds, 2 baths, 1,054 sq ft.
Listed at $668,000. Contact me for more info.

Dave Schurhoff

925.997.9569
dave.schurhoff@compass.com
www.daveschurhoff.com
DRE#: 01834201

DAVE
SCHURHOFF

COMPASS




Want to work with a Realtor who is
used to Winning a Challenge?

TOM STACK REAL ESTATE

"Tom is an absolute dynamo whose energy and ex-
perience made purchasing a home in an extremely
competitive market an empowering experience.
Tom approached the process through an objective,
critical lens with a vision for what a home would
bring years (if not decades) into the future.

| think he basically out-works
the market to maintain and
support his high standards.

Tom is held in high regard by his peers in the
real estate industry. Given the important role
relationships play in the home buying process,
this seemed to be a major benefit in making the
process more transparent and allowing us to be
as competitive as possible when making offers.
Obviously, these efforts were successful at
completing the purchase of our first home. But
what made that accomplishment feel even better
is that we felt like we were in control and ended up
with the home we truly wanted based on Tom'’s
advice and guidance through the process.”

~Arria & Curtis, Walnut Creek

Ll
% 925.878.9964

COLDWELL TomStack.com
BANKER Tom.Stack@cbnorcal.com
REALTY

A o s

Tl oty e e Bk

Buying and Selling
in Lamorinda
Is an Exciting Process

You need a real estate agent that
not only provides the confidence

of experience and proven results,
but also a sensitivity to the process,
listening to and addressing client
needs every step of the way.

Jennie Swan is that agent.

Call today to schedule your
Free Market Evaluation

JENNIE SWAN

925.858.2856 | j.swan@ggsir.com | Lic.#0991109

Golden
Gate

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Each Franchise Is Independently Owned And Operated.

#1 INDIVIDUAL AGENT
Coldwell Banker Orinda Office
2021 and 2022 YTD

Melanie
Snow

Serving Lamorinda

melaniesnow.com | 925.360.0344
CAL BRE #00878893

w
CB COLDWELL BANKER




MID-CENTURY 65 Meadow View, Orinda

4 bed, 3 bath, 2,631 sq ft renovated mid-century

modern home on a park-like .55 acre lot with private
MAG I‘ I N ORI N DA valley views and gated access to over 900 acres of
protected open space for hiking and abundant

wildlife viewing.

AIlA East Bay 2010 Exceptional Residences

Design Award for its refined integration of an indoor/
outdoor lifestyle.

Incorporates sustainable materials and passive and active
solar systems such as deep roof overhangs, trellises,
sliding solar screens, and solar-assisted radiant floor
heating throughout.

925.980.3829 DRE# 01885058
Shannon@ShannonConner.com Villageassociates.com
ShannonConner.com 925.254.0505 Co m E R

ASSOCIATES




Is Contra Costa/
Tri Valley Market

Cooling?? June 2022

It’s Unlikely that you have not read
about the Real Estate Market slowing down.
When Interest rates jumped from under 4% in
early April to 6.375% in mid-June, many buyers
picked up their ball and went home. For sellers,
expectations of numerous offers have quickly
diminished.

Here’s a look at the critical June data.
There was a reduction (not extreme) in the
number of sales in every city (except Pleasant
Hill) in June. Seven cities in central Contra Costa
and the Tri Valley area have 2 (or more) month'’s
inventory. (Note: 4 to 6 month’s month inventory
is a balanced market, not favoring sellers or
buyers.) Alamo/Danville/San Ramon have 3
month’s inventory. A significant data point is Days
on Market (DOM). Sold properties in June had an
average of 9.73 DOM. However, pending sales in
the last 30 days have jumped to 17.27 DOM. The
good news for sellers is that the of average sale
price for June 2021 compared to June 2022, shows
a significant increase in about half of the cities in
central CC and the Tri Valley area. To see details of
your city — Go to www.YourContraCostaRealtor.com.

The important message to sellers is
to prepare your home for sale. Homes need to
look their best before putting it on the market.
Perform Home, Roof and Pest inspections. Repair
deferred maintenance. New interior paint with
contemporary colors is critical. PAINT THOSE
STAINED KITCHEN CABINETS. I've seen many nice
houses, all price ranges, sit on the market because
sellers are not willing to paint stained cabinets.
Houses with stained kitchen cabinets will still sell,
but it will take longer and sell for less. Then be
patient. It’s going to take 2 to 3 weeks, on average
to sell despite doing all the above.

Cary Amo,

REALTOR
DRE #01104264

C:925.818.0880
971 Dewing Ave.
Lafayette
cary@caryamo.com

www.YourContraCostaRealtor.com

% VANGUARD
PROPERTIES

Howrs of aperalion

Ciffice and Yard, a5 R S F [

O call for an appointment, (925) 643-2026 1 I‘l.l
e S ALPEEE T

Funny, our dining schedule
IS the same as yours.

Anytime Dining at Merrill Gardens Senior Living

As you may have guessed, that means you can dine whenever you'd like
and how often you'd like. And did we mention meals are made-to-order and
served restaurant-style? Well, they are. So, go ahead, act like you own the
place. It'll be fun.

M MERRILL GARDENS

Come enjoy a meal on us!
(925) 272-0074

merrillgardenslafayette.com
1010 Second St, Lafayette, CA 94549 o)

Lic #079200597 =t




LAMORINDA ZISTINGS

Ll L)\ :

48 Via Floreado, Orinda 3357 Spinghill Road, Lafayette
Offered at $2,885,000 $2,725,000 | 10% over list price
48viafloreado.com 3357springhill.com

COLDWELL BANKER REALTY

3 osefa Place, o-raga
$930,000 | 18% over list price

3josefa.com

Terri Bates Walker
C.510.282.4420 | CalRE #01330081
TerriBatesWalker@gmail.com
TerriBatesWalker.com

3337 North Lucille Lane, Lafayette
4 bedrooms | 2 bathrooms | 2037 * sq ft | OFFERED $2,300,000 | www.3337NLucilleLn.com

This spacious 4 bedroom 2 bath home is nestled on a tree-lined street in charming Lafayette Valley Estates just steps

open concept kitchen, living room with a fireplace and built-ins, a separate family room, home office, separate laundry
room, and a flat backyard with a lawn area and patio, mature pear, fig & lemon trees, and ADU/playroom.

from the popular Lafayette/Moraga Trail, Community Center, and Community Park. The home is stylish with a remodeled,

8 Erin McCoin

g 415.370.8874

= erinsmccoin.com
o #01410378

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the Sate of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License
Number 01527255 All material presented herein Is intended for informational purposes only and fs compiled from sources
deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdraw: may be made without noticed.
No statement is made as to accuracy of any destription. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian
Animal plants

Here is a partial list of the excitement to

come with animal plants:

Lambsquarter
Cats Ear
Chickweed
Coyote Bush
Buzzard Breath
Duck Salad
Cockle Bur
Fleabane
Henbit
Goosefoot
Turkey Mullein
Horseweed
Pigweed
Prickly Oxtongue
Goose Grass
Foxtails
Cattails
Swinecress
Birdseye Pearlwort
Goosefoot

Fat hen
Dogwood
Elephant Ears
Catnip
Deerweed
Wolfsbane
Dogbane
Foxglove
Henbane

Horse Chestnut
Leopard’s Bane
Bee Balm
Monkey Grass
Donkey Tail
Butterfly Bush
Locust Tree
Cockscomb
Gopher Plant
Hen and Chicks
Pussywillow
Skunk Plant
Snake plant
Starfish Flower

Zebra plant
Lambs Ears
Bear’s Breeches
Trout Lily
Pigsqueak (Bergenia)
Cardinal Flower
Deer fern

Deer tongue
Dragon lily
Snapdragon
Catchfly

Foxtrot

Horsetail

Lion’s Tail
Lobster Claws
Mouse plant
Ox-eye daisy
Panda wild ginger
Pig butt

Rabbit’s foot fern
Porcupine Agave
Tickseed

Toad lily
Wormwood
Cranesbill geranium
Lion’s Ear
Turtlehead
Spider plant
Crabgrass
Scorpions tail
Flamingo flower
Kangaroo paw
Bunny Tails
Butterfly weed
Partridge Berry
Fishtail palm
Leopard’s bane
Zebra grass
Spiderwort
Squirrel cup
Wake robin
Dinosaur tree
Hedgehog echinacea

Treat your animal plants with care.

Amuse yourself, your family, and your friends
with your garden barnyard!

Happy Gardening and Happy Growing!

Cynthia Brian’s Mid-Month Gardening Tips

- SPREAD a blanket on the lawn and look toward the heavens to see animal shapes
in the clouds.

- DRY herbs by hanging bunches upside down in a dry place, like a garage or shed.
Dry lavender, sage, thyme, rosemary, and oregano. Store the dried leaves in a jar.

- DOUSE weeds with a concoction of white vinegar and liquid dish soap. To a
gallon of the vinegar, add a capful of dish soap, shake in a spray bottle, and use
proactively.

- GATHER the seeds of fennel and cilantro after the flowers are spent. Dry the
seeds on a cooking sheet. Cilantro seeds are called coriander. Both add flavor and
texture to both sweet and savory recipes.

- PRESERVE flat-leaf parsley, basil, and chives by freezing them in ice cube trays.
Put a spoonful of the chopped leaves in each cell, add water, and freeze. When you
want a dash of fresh flavor, pop an ice cube.

- PLANT edamame and sweet potatoes, both warm-weather crops. The soil needs
to be warmer than 60 degrees. Plan on harvesting edamame in 90-100 days when the
pods are plump but still green for a heart healthy omega 3 boost. To make
potassium-rich sweet potatoes sweeter, store at 90 degrees for two weeks after
harvesting.

- DEADHEAD roses, annuals, and perennials as blooms fade to keep them coming
through frost.

- GROW celery by rooting the base of your store-bought vegetable. Put the stub in
a glass jar filled with water in a sunny location, then transplant the root to a
container or garden.

- HARVEST cucumbers and make an easy spicy summer snack as well as a
soothing eye pack. Peel, slice, add red onions, rice vinegar, and marinate for one
hour in the refrigerator. Save the peels to place on your eyes to eliminate puffiness
after swimming.

- WATCH butterflies pollinate your flowers as they flutter from blossom to
blossom on monarda, tithonia, sunflowers, zinnias, butterfly bush, cosmos, alyssum,
marigolds, thyme, oregano, and marjoram.

- EXTEND your garden’s production with a second season planting of beets,
scallions, kohlrabi, chard, broccoli, lettuce, peas, and carrots to carry your fresh
offerings into late fall.

- TOSS a salad comprised of edible herbs, tender leaves, and fruit from your
garden including basil, sage, thyme, lovage, fennel, arugula, spinach, chives, chard,
tarragon, kale, beet tops, lettuce, cilantro, parsley, sorrel, apples, and plums dressed
with lemon juice and olive oil for a tasty jolt of mineral rich nutrition.

- SHARE your excess vegetable and fruit harvest with the neighborhood and take
the extras to the local food bank for those in need to savor.

CORRECTION: In my June 22 column regarding California native trees, a reader, M.
T. asked me to clarify that several of the trees listed are not true California natives.
While many are not endemic to California, all are well-adapted to California
gardens and grow well. My error for not being more precise. Thank you for caring.
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Pigsqueak is another name for Bergenia, which is also known as Locust is a tall tree with beautiful blooms. Photos Cynthia Brian
elephant ears.

McDonnell @ Nursery

———{(  family owned since 1933 }——
Summer Rose Care Workshop
Saturday, July 23, 10 AM

To reserve a scat please call: (925) 254-3713
or info@mcdonnellnursery,com

Y,

Cynthia Briaﬁ in he garden.

Cynthia Brian, The Goddess Gardener, is available for
hire to help you prepare for your spring garden. Raised
in the vineyards of Napa County, Cynthia is a New York
Times best-selling author, actor, radio personality,
speaker, media and writing coach as well as the Founder
and Executive Director of Be the Star You Are!® 501 c3.
Tune into Cynthia’s StarStyle® Radio Broadcast at
www.StarStyleRadio.com.

Buy copies of her books, including, Chicken Soup for the
Gardener’s Soul, Growing with the Goddess Gardener,
and Be the Star You Are!
www.cynthiabrian.com/online-store. Receive a FREE
inspirational music DVD and special savings.

Hire Cynthia for writing projects, garden consults, and
inspirational lectures. it

ey ol 196 Mo_raga Way- * (925) 254-3713 B Open Wednesday - Sunday

www.GoddessGardener.com

Flowers « Trees ¢ Succulents ¢ Pottery & Fountains
Benches * Garden Decor * House Plants
Gifts « Jewelry

www.mcdonnellnursery.com
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ORINDA

ORINDA

ORINDA

ORINDA

New Listing

503 Hawkridge Terrace
Orindawoods one level 4 bd/ 2.5ba
2722 sqft home on a gorgeous .46
acre lot on cul-de-sac close to

everything! $2,575,000
ORINDA

New Price

15 La Cuesta Road

Fabulous large-scale living 5 bd/
4.5 ba home perfect for a family w/
fine features of craftsmanship &

charm! $3,450,000
ORINDA

106 Caro Lane
New Price! Beautiful custom
modern craftsman style 5 bd/ 4 full
ba + office home in 3122 sq.ft. on
.82 acres!

224 La Espiral

Beautiful Orinda Country Club
home on a private, gated,
landscaped half-acre, with not one,

but TWO garages!  ¢5 785 000

ORINDA

$2,750,000
O RINDA

*E*.JLL

100 Ravenhill Road

The jewel of Orindawoods!
Stunning, fully renovated 2 bd/2 ba
one level home, exquisite

throughout! $1,765,000

New Listing ; New Price
39 Valley Drive

Gorgeous 3400 sf custom,
beautifully renovated throughout.
Soaring ceilings, lovely views.

Fabulous yard! $2 250000

3 Estates Court

Remodeled 4 bd/ 3.5 ba situated
on private ct, convenient location
for families, less than 1 mile to

Glorietta School!  $9 000/mo

6 Oak Lane

Classic 3 bd/ 3 ba bungalow
positioned on a knoll of 1.21 acres
offering delightful views across the

valley! $2,495,000

ORINDA LAFAYETTE LAFAYETTE MORAGA

1246 leer Drive

Moraga living at it's best! Single
story 4 bd/ 3 ba rancher located in
the desirable Camino Woods!

120 Greenbank Drive
Beautiful 4 bd/3 ba 3451 sq ft
home w/ amphitheater views
from this top-of-the-world

16 El Verano

Super sharp 2882 sqft. 5 bd/ 3.5 ba
family home w/ great separation of
space on cul-de-sac close to town!

1755 Toyon Road

Gorgeous Craftsman 4 bd/ 4 full ba
& 2 half ba + office 4427 sqft w/
separate cottage on 1.57 acre lot!

$8,000/mo $3,698,000 sanctuary! $2,995,000 $2,495,000
MORAGA MORAGA MORAGA DANVILLE

. Coming Soon

New Listing

14 Warfield Drive

Incredible opportunity 4 bd/ 3 ba in
desirable Corliss neighborhood,
close to schools, town, Moraga CC.

& more! $1,695,000

21 Bormio Court

Experience this amazing single story
3 bd/ 3 ba 2044 SF home in
Danville's popular Hidden Valley

neighborhood! $1,795,000

169 Miramonte Drive

Bright 3 bd/ 2.5 ba end-unit w/
walking distance to Miramonte HS
& Moraga Country Club golf

course! $980,000

344 Fernwood Drive
Wonderful single- story 5 bd/ 2.5
ba home located in a great
neighborhood w/ large level yard!

$1,995,000

0 facebook.com/VillageAssociates
O twitter.com/villageassoc

instagram.com/VillageAssociates

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 « Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505
Visit www.villageassociates.com (e AelsEalialehils

The Village
Associates:

Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Shannon Conner
Meara Dunsmore
Linda Ehrich
Emily Estrada
Joan Evans
Linda Friedman
Liz Gallagher
Claudia Gohler
Gillian Hogan
Dexter Honens |
Christina Linezo
April Matthews
Hillary Murphy
Karen Murphy
John Nash
Altie Schmitt
Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf
Amy Rose Smith
Molly Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Clark Thompson
Angie Evans Traxinger
Ignacio Vega
Ann Ward
Margaret Zucker

Village

ASSOCIATES

It's Village. Of Course.
DRE#01301392



