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Rolling out universal meal service at
schools has joys and disappointments
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Stephens spoke about the
difficulty of providing ade-
quate food to students with
less than adequate staffing
and delivery challenges. On
day one, the driver hired by
Sodexo failed to report for
work. Lafayette has to bring
food from the preparation
sites at the two Lafayette
schools with kitchens to the
three schools without
kitchens. The rollout of the
meal program was not im-
mune from the current na-
tional labor shortage and
supply chain problems.
Sodexo’s staffing was running
at 50% of what Lafayette
needed. However, Stephens
was quick to point out, par-
ents who saw what was hap-
pening immediately came
forward and volunteered to
help in the short term. The
Lafayette superintendent sent
out a letter to parents ex-
plaining the difficulties,
promising to work on im-
provements, thanking them
for their help and offering
suggestions for their children,
such as advising the schools
of any allergies and perhaps
packing food for their chil-
dren just in case.

Things seemed to go more
smoothly in Moraga. Al-
though some food choices
were not available, generally
students were able to get
something to eat and be back
in class on time. Moraga
School District Superinten-
dent Julie Parks posted a
video report on YoutTube an-
swering frequently asked
questions about the new pro-
gram, which she called new
and exciting. “This is big
news, a big change here in
Moraga,” she said, lauding
California’s move to be the
first state in the nation to of-
fer universal meal service to
students as amazing progres-
sive legislation. “We are
learning each and every day
how to manage this new and
exciting project.” In just the
first two days, Moraga served
722 breakfasts and lunches at

Joaquin Moraga Intermediate
School and about 2,000
breakfasts and lunches at
Moraga elementary schools.
This compared with the pre-
vious program that served
about 150 students per day.

Moraga served meals
with four Sodexo staff, eight
district office staff, and 24
volunteers. Donald L. Rheem
Elementary School Principal
Brian Sullivan, presiding over
lunch service on the last day
of the first week of school was
glad to hear that Moraga
seemed to be faring better
than Lafayette or Orinda, but,
he said, in fairness, the other
two districts have a lot more
students to feed.

In Orinda, Superinten-
dent Aida Glimme at the end
of the first week sounded a
bit frazzled as she reported
that some Orinda schools
were seeing a 95% uptake on
school meals when 50% had
been predicted. Even chil-
dren with packed lunches in
their hands wanted to try the
new school food. “It’s been a
messy rollout,” she admitted,
with long lines and choices
and even food running out.
“It’s not OK for now,” she
said, adding that Sodexo has
been very responsive and
they were hoping for a major
change the second week of
school. OUSD board member
Carol Brown added that
Sodexo sent out so many of
their employees, including
their CEOQ, to help with the
rollout of the school meals
programs.

The parents are very un-
derstanding of the tough roll-
out, she said. Glimme also
mentioned that, although the
schools are being reimbursed
for each meal served, they
were not given any funding to
update infrastructure. Al-
though some comments on
social media suggested that
students had been told to hold
off on school lunch to allow
those who need it more to go
first, Glimme said she was
unaware of any such re-
quests. “I've been at every
school every day,” during the

first week, she said. “I've yet

to see a child turned away. It

is open to all, and we encour-
age you to try it.”

Parents on social media
expressed relief at no longer
having to pack school
lunches, as well as concerns
about the quality and quan-
tity of the food. There was
certainly an awareness that it
was still early and there was a
willingness to help. Liz Jo-
hannesen is a parent of two at
Springhill Elementary School
in Lafayette. She has a great
deal of experience in school
food service, including work-
ing seven to eight years at
Stanford. Her main concern
is to keep the program going.
She feared that early imple-
mentation problems might
cause some parents to drop
out of the program and urged
parents, “Don’t just walk
away.” One in six children
suffer from food insecurity in
our nation, she said, and even
when it is not evident, some
children can fall through the
cracks. As a parent, Johan-
nesen was very happy with
the popular Choice Lunch
program offered in Lafayette
in the past, which were high
quality and allowed for up-
sizing portions.

The Moraga School Dis-
trict sent out feedback forms
to all families at the end of
the first week of the meal
program to gather informa-
tion. “Moraga has never run
a program like this,” Parks
said, “and we really appreci-
ate everyone’s patience as we
navigate a complicated
system.”

Acalanes Union High
School District Superinten-
dent John Nickerson reported
that he believes the AUHSD
food service program has
gone pretty well this year.
The high schools, unlike the
elementary and middle
schools, have already been
doing universal meals for a
year. “They are still working
out kinks in lines and we are
slightly understaffed,” Nick-
erson said, “but I hear reports
that it is going well.”

State Secretary of State’s Office strives
to squelch election process rumor mill

.. continued from Page A5

In fact, California’s voting
technology is layered with se-
curity. The state conducts
source code review and eval-
uation, hardware and soft-
ware security penetration
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testing, open ended vulnera-
bility testing, operational test-
ing to validate system perfor-
mance and functioning under
normal and abnormal condi-
tions, and more. The systems
are not connected to the in-
ternet, and they don’t have
modems or hardware in them
that could be remotely “acti-
vated.” All technology soft-
ware, firmware and hardware
meet or exceed federal guid-
ance including that of the Jus-
tice Department, the Cyberse-
curity and Infrastructure Se-
curity Agency and the Elec-
tion Assistance Commission.
The SOS assures that, “Cali-
fornia has the strongest vot-
ing security system standards
in the country.”

The phrase “Big Brother is
watching” comes into play
with the rumor that observers
are allowed to interfere with
voting or touch voting mate-
rials. In fact, this is against the
law, the SOS says. Neither ob-
servers or election officials
are allowed to collect private
voter information, violate
ballot secrecy, campaign, or
conduct any other form of in-
terference. If you feel that you
have been a victim of voter
intimidation or have wit-
nessed suspicious behavior,
contact SOS
at: https://www.sos.ca.gov/
elections/publications-and-
resources/voter-complaint.

A rumor circulated that
videos, images, or emails sug-
gesting voter registration in-
formation was being manipu-
lated and meant that voters
would not be able to vote. In

fact, voters are requested to
check the source of this disin-
formation and call their state
or local election offices for
accuracy.

One rumor would almost
be funny if it weren’t a possi-
bility that California’s return
envelopes were designed with
holes to allow election offi-
cials to peek inside and toss
out ballots. In fact, it is illegal
for election officials to tamper
with the election process, and
this includes throwing away
ballots. The holes were de-
signed to help visually im-
paired voters know they are
signing their official ballot
envelopes, and to help offi-
cials ensure that each ballot
envelope has been extracted
from the outside envelope
without inspecting the ballot.

The last rumor that the
SOS felt the need to quell im-
plied that Californians with a
felony background are pro-
hibited from voting in the
state’s elections. In fact, an
individual with a criminal
history can register to vote
based on the following crite-
ria: if they are on parole, pro-
bation, mandatory supervi-
sion, under post-release com-
munity supervision, federal
supervised release, or in a
county jail. They cannot vote
if they are currently serving a
state or federal prison term
for the conviction of a felony.
Upon release, their right to
vote is automatically restored
and they should visit: Regis-
terToVote.ca.gov or fill out a
paper registration form.

Share your thoughts, insights and opinions with
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