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TERRI BATES WALKER

Top 1%
of Contra Costa
County Agents in 2021*

SELLING HOMES BY PUTTING PEOPLE FIRST

C. 510.282.4420
TerriBatesWalker@gmail.com | TerriBatesWalker.com
CalRE #01330081

[E] coLowELL BANKER REALTY

*Based on information taken from the MLS as of Jan 2
but not guaranteed. Owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC. B@&x

2022. Source data is deemed reliable

Town Council: Wednesday, Aug. 24, 6:30 p.m.
Planning Commission: Tuesday, Sept. 6, 6:30 p.m.,
& Park and Recreation Commission:

Monday, Sept. 19, 7:00 p.m.,

Moraga School District Board Meetings :
Tuesday, Sept. 13, 6 p.m. www.moraga.k12.ca.us.

E E MOVE COORDINATORS

All-Women Company Serving
East Bay Residents for Over 20 Years

COMPLETE MOVE &
COORDINATION SPECIALISTS

% CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION *

FULL PACKING & UNPACKING SERVICES
PACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

plan, sort, pack, label and help with what to keep, toss, donate, consign

UNPACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:

plxcmg fornfurd, SERnQ up kiichen. sogasiiag Chetdls. capbodids dnd drawers

Insured, Bonded, and Green
Nominated by SCORE 925.330.1988

for Qutstanding heflp@carefreemoves.net
Woman-Owned Small Business v carefreamaves. net
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Srare It Yourzelf & Save

FOR 4 MONTHS ON SELECT UNITS
OFFER ENDS AUGUST 318T, 2022

AR

S RENTE)SPACE
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Hours of operation
Maon-Sat 89am -6pm
Office and Yard.

Or call for an
appointment.

P Vauraalf & Nams

455 Moraga Rd. Ste. F
(925) 643-2026

WWww. SASpace.com

How Moraga streets got their names

o Pt
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"England meets Mexico"
when it came to naming some
of Moraga's streets

By Vera Kochan

The town of Moraga was
named after Joaquin Moraga,
whose 1835 Mexican land
grant and subsequent ranch
helped to begin the roots of
this community that grew
from orchards to subdivisions
with nearly 60 miles of criss-
crossing streets and
cul-de-sacs.

It makes perfect sense to
name the two main and
longest vehicular arteries in
and out of town Moraga Way
and Moraga Road. However,
the many and varied street
names within town may not
have a “rhyme,” but they do
have a “reason.”

Thanks to an amazingly
information laden manu-
script, “DEVELOPING The
Moraga Company Ranch,
1922-1977” by Frank Draeger,
an engineer who also had a
hand in naming many of the
town’s streets, these historical
aspects of the project are not
lost.

Draeger states that be-
cause the Rancho Laguna de
los Palos Colorados was part

of the 1835 land grant, it be-
came appropriate to use
Spanish words for the street
names. Some subdivisions
used only Spanish names
within their tracts such as:
Arroyo Drive, Corte Amigos,
Del Rio Way, and Ramona
Drive. As the use of Spanish
names increased, 1960s Mor-
aga Fire District Chief Al Baitx
(whom Baitx Drive was
named after), requested that
future street names be more
simplified, because the names
were difficult to understand
over the phone when the
caller was in the midst of an
emergency and overly excited.

Looking for new ideas
with regards to Moraga’s bur-
geoning growth of housing
tracts, Draeger made a re-
quest of his secretary who was
about to leave for England to
visit family. “T asked her to
bring back a London street di-
rectory. From this directory,
many of the streets in Rheem
Valley and Moraga Valley
were named.” Amberwood
Court, Birchwood Drive, Cum-
berland Lane, Deerfield Drive,
Fairfield Place, Greenfield
Drive, Kent Court, Lynwood
Place, Oxford Drive, Selborne
Way, Whitethorne Drive and
York Place are just some of
Moraga’s streets that have
their roots in England.

Many of the town’s streets
were named after the Rheem
family, their friends, or busi-
ness associates. Alice Lane
(Mrs. Donald “Alice” Rheem),
Calvin Drive (Mary Calvin -
Donald Rheem’s secretary),
Hall Drive (Herbert Hall -
Donald Rheem’s attorney),
Kenneth Drive (William Ken-
neth Rheem — Donald Rheem's
brother), Turk Drive (Ed Turk
—Donald Rheem’s accoun-
tant), and Zander Drive (Bill
Zander, Senior Vice President
of Rheem Manufacturing
Company).

Street names in the Mor-
aga Bluffs were named by
Joan Bruzzone (wife of devel-
oper Russell Bruzzone), after
her family members. Breck
Court (derived by using the
first two letters in Bruzzone
and adding Eck, Joan’s maiden
name), Russell Drive (her hus-
band), Santa Catalina Court
(her daughter, Kathryn), David
Drive (her son, David), and
San Pablo Court (her son,
Paul) are just a few.

Many of the streets were
named after ranchers or busi-
ness people in the town. Carr
Drive (the Carr ranching fam-
ily), Carroll Drive (Carroll
family, in Moraga since 1865),
Dickenson Drive (Elinor Dick-
enson, former postmaster),
Hetfield Place (Helen Hetfield,
owner of the Moraga Bar (be-
fore it was called Barn —
thanks to prohibition),
Sanders Drive (Sanders
ranching family), and Shuey
Drive (owners of then Golden
State Dairy).

Scores of streets were
named after friends or people
involved with the Moraga
Ranch. Some of them are Can-
ning Court (Margaret Armsby
Canning - Frank Draeger’s
secretary, and the woman
who brought back the London
directory), Corliss Drive (wife
of Utah Construction and
Mining employee), Ivy Drive
(abbreviation of Inland Valley
“I. VY.”), Rimer Drive (a
builder in Moraga Ranch),
School Street (Willow Spring
Grammar School), and not to
be left out, Draeger Drive
(Frank Draeger, Moraga Com-
pany Ranch engineer).

There is information
available, for dozens upon
dozens more street names and
their origins (some even lo-
cated in Orinda near the Mor-
aga border), through the Mor-
aga Historical Society. Email:
info@moragahistory.org.

Annual Pear Harvest
yields several thousand

Submitted by
John Burgess

A total of 48 volunteers gath-
ered Aug. 6 from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. at the orchard next to
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate
School for the annual Pear
Harvest, organized by the
Moraga Park Foundation.

An email from Food Bank
of Contra Costa and Solano
Outreach Specialist Sharon

pounds of fruit

Lamo archive

Zeppegno to MPF said, “Even
with the drought and the cut-
ting and plowing of the or-
chard next to Joaquin Moraga
School by the fire department
you were able to organize and
have the volunteers pick sev-
eral thousand pounds, and
those pears went out (Aug. 8)
at our agency distributions.
Please thank everyone for
helping and feeding those we
support in our community.”





