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State Secretary of State’s Office strives
to squelch election process rumor mill

Photo Vera Kochan

Voter drop box on Saint
Mary's College campus is
covered and locked in
between elections

By Vera Kochan

Election procedure rumors
continue to run rampant,
causing the California Secre-
tary of State, Shirley N. We-
ber’s Office to devote some
time into squelching the gos-
sip. Titling her post “California
Elections Rumor Control,” the
office is “committed to ensur-
ing that elections are free, fair,
safe, secure, accurate, and ac-
cessible. Misinformation, in-
tentional or otherwise, con-
tinues to confuse voters and
sow distrust in the electoral
process.” The following infor-
mation from the SOS is in re-
sponse to the most wide-
spread rumors circulating
with regards to elections and
their legitimacy.

A popular rumor is that
votes are being cast on behalf
of dead Californians and that
those votes are being counted
in the primaries. In fact, state
and federal law prohibits any-
one from doing that. There
are security measures in place
to prevent this type of fraud
such as signature verification

and performing information
checks. The state’s election of-
ficials adjust the voter regis-
tration list based on informa-
tion received from the Califor-
nia Department of Public
Health and the Social Security
Administration. In short, voter
records are updated regularly.

Elections held during
strict COVID mandates al-
lowed voter drop boxes to be-
come a popular choice in vot-
ing. The circulating rumor is
that drop boxes used by elec-
tion officials to collect re-
turned vote-by-mail ballots
could be easily tampered with,
stolen, or destroyed. In fact,
drop boxes are under heavy
safeguards to protect voters’
returned ballots, according to
the SOS. The typical drop box
is made of heavy, high-grade
metal, which is bolted to the
ground and equipped with
additional security features
such as tamper-evident seals,
minimal ballot insertion size,
locks, and water/fireproof
materials. Sometimes these
boxes are placed in a public
location with 24-hour video
surveillance.

Another rumor is that the
vote-by-mail method is being
forced on voters and that the
mail-in ballots are susceptible
to fraud. The SOS’s Office
stresses that mail-in ballots
provide more security to elec-
tions, not less, citing the
wrongful claims that the 2020
primary general election was
rigged through the use of
“mules” (paid or unpaid oper-
atives who put ballots in mul-
tiple drop boxes). In fact,
when the ballot is returned,
election officials verify the
voter’s identity. If the signa-
ture doesn’t match, the enve-
lope will not be opened, and
the ballot won’t be counted
until the voter’s identification
is confirmed.

There’s also a rumor that
provisional ballots are only
counted if there is a close
race. The fact is, California
law requires that any voter
who claims to be registered,
but can’t be confirmed
through the list of registered
voters on the records with the
county, is entitled to cast a
provisional ballot. This ballot
will be counted after election
officials have confirmed that
the individual is registered to
vote in that county and hasn’t
already voted. Anyone who
casts a provisional ballot can
check its status with their
county elections office.

An interesting rumor is
that poll workers hand out
sharpies to specific voters so
their ballots will be rejected.
In fact, some vote tabulating
systems have more ideal or
preferred instruments for
marking ballots, which may
be blue or black ink or
sharpies. If the vote tabulating
system is unable to determine
the voter’s selections, the tab-
ulator is designed to sort the
ballots into a separate pile for
manual review. Tabulator sys-
tems are capable of reading
all kinds of ink colors - even
pencil.

Many voters worry that,
“If I leave something blank on
my ballot, my ballot will not
be counted.” In fact, a blank
“contest” on a ballot is known
as an undervote. This occurs
when a voter, either inten-
tionally or not, doesn’t vote on
a specific “contest.” All prop-
erly marked votes on a ballot
will be counted.

One rumor claims that the
voting system software is not
reviewed or tested before the
election and can be easily ma-
nipulated by any corrupt
individual.
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Moraga Community

Service Day planned,
Oct. 1 and 2

Save the date for Moraga’s
Community Service Day, sched-
uled to occur during the morn-
ings and afternoons of Oct. 1
and 2 and organized by several
Moraga community groups as a
way for residents to help those
in need within and outside the
town of Moraga as well as to
help local schools and beautify
the community. More informa-
tion to follow soon. Questions?
Contact mmmeccluer@aol.com.

Haulmg &

Cleanup

Pruning Trees &
“. Weed Cutting

Call Tony at
(925) 497-3741

Got gas? Many people
think plumbers deal only
with water and sewage.
Not true! We install and
repair all types of gas lines
and fixtures too.
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Mo’s sizzling
summer
specials...

* Outdoor kitchens

* New gas lines for cooktops
and dryers

* Fire pits & patio heaters it oo SN
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We Hop Io It!

Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993
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$100 off

Gas line installation |
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COMPASS

FOR SALE
Prime Commercial
Opportunity!

3529, 3531 & 3533
Plaza Way, Lafayette

2,918 Sq Ft | .27 Acre Lot | $3,500,000
2 Retail Units & 3 Residential Units

www.PlazaWy.com

For More Info Contact:
Paddy Kehoe

DRE # 01894345
925-878-5869

paddy@paddykehoeteam.com






