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Moraga resident has tree stump
turned 1nto a Work of art
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Owner Dolores Austin is dwarfed by her new redwood eagle

sculpture

By Vera Kochan

Over 60 years ago, in a brand
new subdivision of Moraga,
property owner Dolores Austin
decided to plant the begin-
nings of a redwood tree. What
seemed like a good idea at the
time turned into a structural
nightmare as the eventually
massive tree’s roots began to
encroach on the house’s

foundation.

Austin was resigned to the
fact that the tree must go, but
not before she did some re-
search into creative possibili-
ties. While visiting family
members near Lake Almanor
in Northeastern California, she
noticed many examples of
carved tree stumps resembling
eagles, bears or other forms of
wildlife. She discussed her

ideas with the tree landscaper
she had chosen to cut down
the redwood. He in turn, rec-
ommended a wood carving
artist he knew from previous
jobs.

Having her heart set on an
eagle carving, six months ago
Austin consulted with sculptor
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According to Austin, Siev-
ert met with the tree removal
team to discuss how much of
the stump to leave before they
did their part of the job. “It was
all done with chainsaws, and
he brought his own tools,” she
explained. “It took him a cou-
ple of days to do it. Except for
the marble eyes, it’s all tree.”

The work of art stands ap-
proximately 8 to 9 feet in
height with a base circumfer-
ence of about 6 feet. The tree is
still alive, as is evidenced by
the new branch growth sprout-
ing near the bottom of the
sculpture.

With an added touch of
whimsy, Austin has placed so-
lar lights resembling an alliga-
tor and a frog looking up at the
eagle with expressions of awe.
Her neighbors most likely first
had the same look on their
faces, because she remarked,
“They all love it!”
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Got gas? Many people
think plumbers deal only
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and fixtures too.
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Racers compete for charity in JF
Kapnek Fun Run
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The Chinyakare Ensemble performs during the JF Kapnek

Fun Run at Moraga Commons.

By Casey Scheiner

Local running enthusiasts de-
scended upon Moraga Com-
mons Aug. 28 to participate in
the JF Kapnek Fun Run, a 5-
kilometer event to raise
money for food and education
for children of Zimbabwe.

The first JF Kapnek Fun
Run since 2019, the race saw
many modifications during its
hiatus, including a location
change from Miramonte High
School to Moraga Commons
and the addition of a carnival
with games, a bouncy house,
and a rock wall. The original
charitable spirit of the race —
to reduce poverty and mortal-
ity and improve education and
health for the children of Zim-
babwe through the JF Kapnek
Trust - plus other traditions
such as a kids run/walk and an
arts and crafts table with face
painting, is what has kept al-
truistic joggers coming back
since 2003.

“We’re a fundraising arm
for the Kapnek Trust in Zim-
babwe, which improves child
health by establishing
preschools that give kids vac-
cines, medicine and food,” JF

Kapnek Executive Director
Daniel Robbins said. “The Fun
Run is a cornerstone of our
fundraising efforts. It helps
raise community awareness to
increase donations. Plus, this
event alone generates enough
money to refurbish and run
two preschools.”

In addition to raising
money for Zimbabwean kids,
the 5K highlighted Zimbab-
wean cultural customs. Most
prominently, it featured the
Chinyakare Ensemble, an Oak-
land group dedicated to per-
forming traditional Zimbab-
wean music and dance. “Mu-
sic is a universal language, so
we love to share it,” DeLisa
Branch-Nealy, a member of
the Chinyakare Ensemble,
said. “We’ve performed at the
Fun Run since it began.”

The music enthralled
many younger participants, as
an abundance of kids danced
to the tunes. Additionally, the
children enjoyed the new ad-
ditions to the Fun Run. “We
wanted to add more activities
for the kids, so we started a
carnival with sports games, a
rock wall, and a bouncy house
obstacle course,” race orga-
nizer Amy Campbell ex-
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plained. “It allows us to con-
nect with a wider range of
people.”

“I've been doing this run
since I was in elementary
school,” Mackie Hall, now a
sophomore at Campolindo
High School, said. “I love that I
get to run for a good cause.”

CREEKSIDE WEEKEND COUPLES RETREATS
NEXT RETREAT OCTOBER IST AND 2ND

Have you noticed that your relationship is in need of a ‘tune
up’? Do you find communication difficult at times or have you fallen
into habitual patterns of relating? Do you want more out of your
relationship?

The purpose of the retreat is to create a more “Conscious
Relationship”. The goal of the conscious relationship is to be aware,
present, and emotionally engaged. The retreat will also help couples to
improve their communication, to deepen their emotional connection,
to learn tools to negotiate conflict more effectively, and to begin or
extend a conversation about intimacy and sexuality.

If you or someone you know might be interested in further
information, I can be reached at (925) 935-8646. For more information
about the retreat or about me or my practice, my website is

-DarrellChristian.com. Next Retreat October 1st and 2nd
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