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Art in Public Spaces Committee Chairperson Teresa Onoda stands beneath "The Fisherman" sculpture at Moraga’s West Commons Park.

25,000 copies
delivered biweekly to
Lamorinda homes &

businesses

925-377-0977

Photo Vera Kochan

‘The Fisherman’ makes big splash in West Commons Park

By Vera Kochan

There’s a new art installation in Moraga’s West

Commons Park (across Moraga Road from Moraga
Commons Park), and Art in Public Spaces Commit-
tee Chairperson Teresa Onoda is anticipating more

“The Fisherman” by artist Tony Zorich (tony-
zorichart.com) was reviewed and approved at a
joint meeting of the APSC and the Park and Recre-
ation Commission in May, and a month later got a
thumbs up from the town council. It is the first work
of art to grace the new park, and as such the loaned
piece has been placed in a perfect spot for maxi-

“West Commons Park was created with the un-
derstanding that it was to be a passive park, which
is perfect for sculptures,” explained Onoda.

Zorich, a resident of Danville, Calif., was ap-
proached about the project more than three years
ago. According to his bio, “I spent my working years
in real estate.

to come. mum appreciation by joggers and walkers alike. ... continued on Page A4
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By Lou Fancher

During the first few weeks of the
COVID-19 shutdown, a weed field of
worries erupted in the mind of former
longtime Lafayette city manager Steve
Falk. He worried not only about his
own health, but about his wife, adult
children, other family members includ-
ing his parents—and friends, col-
leagues, people he knew worldwide,
even total strangers whose stories were
told in the news and on social media.
Accustomed to the steady beat of a

career that had him serving Lafayette
as city manager for 28 years—in sev-
eral “codas,” Falk was hired for interim
city administrative positions in Her-
cules, Richmond and Oakland—he
knew he needed a project to fill the
hours of empty time during the pan-
demic lockdown. A long-considered
idea of writing a book about California
began to percolate. California, he
thought, was a state loaded with vast,
plunderable history. With few clear
thoughts about the form or narrative
for the book, he was at first spinning
wheels in his head more than writing

words on a page.

Perhaps it was a pandemic night-
mare about mortality and lost sto-
ries—his family’s or those of other fam-
ilies, or of California’s—that played it-
self out during one night. Or, perhaps it
was the tag line of an oral history pro-
ject he had participated in that haunted
him with its “get the stories before
they’re gone” warning. Whatever the
reason, Falk says in an interview that a
lightbulb lit up. “I woke up one morn-
ing with the big idea. I could write a
story about my family that tells a larger
story about California at the same time.
That was the genesis. I remembered
stories my dad and grandfather had
told me. I wanted to write those stories
down before they were lost forever.”

The result is “California Story,” a
serial memoir that in 39 chapters pub-
lished online tells the true story of his
family’s history and cross-stitches those
stories with highlights of California his-
tory. Beginning with his grandparents,
Art and Marion Falk, “two dustbowl

History and humanity collide in Steve Falk’s ‘California Story’

refugees who fled Nebraska during the
Great Depression to pursue the Califor-
nia dream,” and in 1930 arrived in Bell,
California, each chapter takes its jour-
ney in different California locations;
suburban Lakewood, Coachella Valley,
Disneyland, San Luis Obispo, Fresno,
Los Angeles, Yosemite, Lafayette, Berke-
ley, San Francisco, Oakland, Palo Alto
and more. Along the way of tracing his
roots, Falk finds broader stories to tell
that in summary could be said to illus-
trate the richness and complexity of
the state. Beginning with the swift, vis-
ceral opening of Chapter 1, a surfing
drama that reads like an epic myth and
immediately establishes Falk’s literary
tone, chapters chronicle personal sto-
ries as they address California’s public
transit systems, city management, land
and business ownership, commercial
development and residential zoning
codes, the Loma Prieta Earthquake, ski-
ing in the Sierra, and much more.
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Planning Commission recommends water

bigstock images

By Jennifer Wake

The Lafayette Planning Com-
mission at its Sept. 6 meeting
discussed a city-initiated
amendment to the Lafayette
Municipal Code adding a new
chapter titled “Water Efficient
Landscaping” to implement
the state mandate requiring
local jurisdictions to imple-
ment water efficient land-
scape design and irrigation
practices.

According to the staff re-
port presented by Assistant
Planner Joshua Muller, the

conservation ordinance

Model Water Efficient Land-
scape Ordinance (MWELO) is
a state regulation designed to
prevent water from being
wasted on irrigated land-
scapes. “The law is important
because about half of the wa-
ter directed to urban areas is
used on irrigated landscapes,”
Muller noted in the staff re-
port. “The MWELO was cre-
ated in 1993 from the 1990
Water Conservation and Land-
scaping Act and was updated
in 2015 at the height of the
drought. Additionally, Article 8
of SB 1383 requires MWELO

compliance as related to com-
post and mulching.”

In 2015, the State of Cali-
fornia adopted Executive Or-
der B-29-15 which tasked the
Department of Water Re-
sources to update the MWELO
regulations to increase water
efficiency standards for new
and existing landscapes
through irrigation systems,
graywater usage, onsite storm
water capture, and by limiting
the portion of landscapes that
can be covered in turf, accord-
ing to the report.

... continued on Page A3
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A plaque commemorating Ashley Dias was erected Sept. 2 in
honor of the heroic crossing guard who lost his life Sept. 8, 2021.

By Sharon K. Sobotta

telling me that my son was
there and I should come.”
Ashley’s siblings cau-
tioned his mom that things
must’ve been bad, but she
didn’t believe it would be that
bad. When Gloria got to the
hospital, she was met by her
daughter Vanessa, who she re-
members crying hysterically.
“That’s when a social worker
came to me and asked me to
go upstairs and identify my
son’s body,” Gloria says. “It
broke my heart. I lifted the
covers and he was still warm,

When Ashley Dias left for his
post as a crossing guard out-
side of Stanley Middle School
on Wednesday, Sept. 8, 2021,
he told his mom he’d see her
in a bit. That was the last time
Gloria Dias saw her son alive.
“I kept listening for the
door and watching the clock
and I wondered why he was so
slow in getting home,” Gloria
Dias recalls. “And then I got a
call from John Muir hospital

n

but covered in bruises.” As
Gloria stood there in shock
trying to make sense of the
loss of her son, an EMT ap-
proached her and told her
something that she says gave
her a little bit of peace. “He
told me I’'m sorry your son
died, but he was a hero. He
said that if it wasn’t for Ashley,
his little girl would have been
dead, as he showed me her
picture.”

But more tragically, Gloria
says, is that if it wasn’t for
someone driving recklessly, all
lives could have been spared.
“The grandmother who ran
Ashley over already had the
kids she was picking up in the
car. Even if she was running
late, late is better than never. I
will never get to see my son
again.”

In 2021 Ashley Dias be-
came one of some 7,845 pedes-
trians killed in the United
States. The number of pedes-
trian deaths rose to a 40-year
high, according to the Gover-
nor’s Highway Safety Associa-
tion. This statistic has people
across the nation rethinking
how to keep people on foot
safe. The fact that Dias died

while patrolling the streets to
keep other pedestrians safe
around schools has Lamor-
inda residents grappling with
the same issue. “I'm advocat-
ing for there to be a safety
awareness day in honor of my
son, Ashley Dias,” Gloria says.
“It’s a time to really remind
people to slow down and drive
safe.”

On Friday, Sept. 2 nearly
100 Lafayette residents, city
officials, friends and family
gathered in downtown
Lafayette to remember Dias
and bear witness to the unveil-
ing of a plaque in his honor.
The plaque reads: ‘In memory
of courageous crossing guard
Ashley Dias, who was struck
and killed by a vehicle on Sep-
tember 8, 2021 while protect-
ing children in a crosswalk in
front of Stanley Middle School.
Let this be a solemn reminder
of drivers to please slow down
and let our children and com-
munity be safe.’

Lafayette City Attorney
Mala Subramanian worked
with the Dias family to deter-
mine the verbiage of the
plaque. Subramanian says the
message on the plaque is a

good reminder not only for
drivers when they’re behind
the wheel but to people in the
world at large. “I think it’s im-
portant to remember to slow
down. That’s an important
theme for life.” She added that
she’s been awestruck by the
strength and perseverance of
the Dias family since they lost
Ashley.

While Ashley Dias has in a
way become a poster child for
the cause of slowing down, his
family and friends want him
to be remembered for much
more than that. Dias lived and
worked in the field of biotech
in San Francisco until he
moved back to his childhood
stomping grounds of Lafayette
during the pandemic to lend a
hand with his mom. “My colon
collapsed after my second
dose of the vaccine and I
needed a helping hand,” Glo-
ria says. “Since he was work-
ing remotely he came back. He
took good care of me and
helped me get to my appoint-
ments and made me meals
that looked like they were be-
ing served in a restaurant.

... continued on Page A10
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Lafayette Art & Wine
Festival returns Sept.
17-18 for 25th anniversary

One of the biggest draws to
downtown Lafayette returns
Sept. 17 and 18, with four
stages and over 20 bands, 300
artist and craft booths and
four kid zones as part of the
2022 Lafayette Art & Wine Fes-
tival produced by the
Lafayette Chamber of Com-
merce in partnership with the
city of Lafayette and Ecker-
strom Productions. Compli-
mentary bike valet parking
will be offered at 81 Lafayette
Circle and there will be free
shuttle rides from the free fes-
tival parking in the BART
parking lot.

“I'm very excited about
this year’s festival,” Brian
Aiello, Festival Entertainment
Chair since 2000, said. “I feel
so fortunate that we are able
to host an event like this that
has such a wonderful history
of great music, outstanding
art, and a beautiful setting
that is truly second to none.
We’ll have bands that have
been performing with us for
over a decade, along with
some new sounds that I think
people will love to see and
hear.”

Appearing for the first
time this year will be New
York Jazzman Kyle Athayde
“who is putting together an
awesome set with some heavy
cats that will really get some
attention; Maroon Vibe — a Ma-
roon 5 tribute — will be pump-
ing out some fun and contem-
porary pop, and golden-voiced
Matt Owens will be belting out
Eagles hits with his band Mid-
night Flyer,” Aiello said.

“Of course there will be
our anchors (because after all,

september
175182022

no Lafayette Art & Wine Festi-
val could be complete without
them): Spazmatics (is there
possibly a more fun show -1
think not), ZEBOP! with their
faithful Santana tunes led by
the incomparable Antonio
Marquez, East Bay Mudd
throwing down their great
mix of funk and R&B (the only
band I've seen that can get a
conga line going at 2 in the af-
ternoon!), and Lafayette’s own
Other Peoples’ Money — OPM —
that has been holding down
the Saturday night closing spot
for at least the last 10 years.

“All these plus so many
more awesome bands that
come together to make the
Lafayette Art & Wine Festival
the go-to festival!"

The Festival is family-
friendly and dog-friendly.
Well-behaved, leashed family
dogs are welcome, but typi-
cally happiest during cooler —
and less crowded — morning
hours. Festival proceeds sup-
port local community pro-
grams like Lafayette Partners
in Education (“LPIE”), and
other nonprofits, but much of
the Festival experience is free,
including admission and all
four stages.

Check the website for
maps, music schedule and a
current update on the safety
policy at the time of the event.
The Festival committee will
follow all required health and
safety procedures and re-
quirements set by Contra
Costa County and the State of
California.
https://lafayettefestival.com
-J. Wake

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Planning Commission
recommends water
conservation ordinance

... continued from Page A2

Projects are triggered for
MWELO when they have 500
square-feet of new building
with a landscape or new land-
scaping that did not exist be-
fore or 2,500 square-feet of re-
habilitated landscaping.
“Landscaping” is considered
planting areas, turf areas, and
water features (pools, spas,
ponds, waterfalls, fountains,
lakes, and artificial streams).

In a video presentation to
the Planning Commission,
Muller outlined the purpose of
the ordinance, which would
help to create hydrozones that
include plants with similar
characteristics such as water
requirements, rooting depth,
and climate suitability and
would also address proper ir-
rigation methods to increase
water efficiency.

“We won’t make people

rip out their lawns,” Planning
Director Greg Wolff said of the
new requirements at the
meeting. “This is the trigger of
the California building code
ordinance, so Lafayette is
coming on board to state law.”

While the ordinance
states it would go into effect
30 days after the City Council
approval, Wolff noted that any
enforcement of the ordinance
would likely not begin until
after the first of the year.

The Planning Commission
unanimously voted to adopt
Resolution 2022-14 recom-
mending the City Council
adopt an ordinance amending
Title 6 of Planning and Land
Use, establishing a new Water
Efficient Landscaping chapter
consistent with the require-
ments outlined in the Califor-
nia building code. Commis-
sioner Gary Huisingh was
absent.

Lafayette
Public
Meetings

LAFAYETTE
City Council
Regular Meeting
Monday, Sept. 26, 7 p.m.
Teleconference via City of Lafayette's

You Tube Channel:
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Planning Commission
Meeting

Tuesday, Sept. 19, 7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love

Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Design Review

Wednesday, Sept. 14, 7 p.m. Zoom
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

925-377-0977
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KEITH
KATZMAN

I'M SELLING LAMORINDA!

Moraga resident since 1966.
Sucessfully selling real estate
for over 35 years.

Q25.376.7777

keith.katzman@compass.com

DRE # 00875484
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PENDING

FOR SALE

8 Thune Ave., Moraga — $1,399,000
3 Bed | 3 Bath | 1992 +/- Sq. Ft.

SOLD —

-
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208 Tharp Dr., Moraga — $1,649,500
4 Bed | 2.5 Bath | 2,242 +/- Sq. Ft.

128 Via Joaquin, Moraga
2 Bed | 2 Bath | 1,354 +/- Sq. Ft.
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Your Strategic Partner

When you're preparing your home for market, it makes sense to assess what
improvements can be made so that you're not leaving money on the table at
closing. But what are those improvements? Let's work together well before a sale
so that you can benifit from my expertise as a strategic partner!

As always, | am here to help ... | listen and | care

Compass is a licensed real estate broker (019

Information is compiled from sources deemed relia
measurements and square footages are ap

BRYDON & IVES

REAL ESTATE TEAM

SMILES »
are our
favorite

testimonial!

1.5%

Of Top Ranked
Realtors in the Country

37+

Years Experience Selling
Lamorinda Real Estate

70
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Zillow Reviews

€€ We chose the Brydon & Ives Team for their honesty,

experience, and approachable demeanor. Their guidance

throughout our home search and offer process was

invaluable. They listened carefully to our wants and

preferences and made sure to point out considerations

that aren't top of mind to first-time home buyers. In this

unprecedented real estate market, we feel so lucky to

have had the Brydon & lves Team on our side. 99

- Happy Buyers

Work with us!

Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives
925.788.8345
bi@brydonivesteam.com
brydonivesteam.com

DRE 01408025 | 01367466
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Town of Moraga:
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Moraga Citizens’ Network:
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346 Rheem Blvd., Suite 106

When | say “good,”
you say “neighbor.”

Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

o StateFarm-
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All-Women Company Serving
East Bay Residents for Over 20 Years

COMPLETE MOVE &
COORDINATION SPECIALISTS

% CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION %
FULL PACKING & UNPACKING SERVICES

PACKING SERVICE INCLUDES:
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Town approves legal services
agreement for representation
regarding PCB contamination

By Vera Kochan

The Regional Water Quality
Control Board in 2015 issued a
Municipal Regional Stormwa-
ter Permit regulating the poly-
chlorinated biphenyls (PCB)
discharges in storm and dry
weather runoff within Contra
Costa County and all of its
cities and towns. As such, Mor-
aga is required to implement
PCB source and treatment con-
trol measures along with pol-
lution prevention strategies
(including green infrastruc-
ture). The county and its cities
will share the costs and most
likely spend a collective total
of approximately $94 million.
Moraga’s anticipated share
amounts to roughly $4.22
million.

According to an Aug. 24
staff report presented to the
town council by Moraga Town
Manager Cynthia Battenberg
and Town Attorney Michelle
Marchetta Kenyon, PCBs “are
a group of manufactured
chemicals that have been de-
termined to have carcinogenic
effects on fish, wildlife and hu-
mans. Over the many years
that PCBs were manufactured,
they were released into the en-
vironment through intentional
disposal in landfills or through
accidental spills and leaks.”

The report continues, “Be-
cause PCBs are highly persis-
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and wash into wastewater and
stormwater systems to this
day.”

A report from the County
Executive’s Office of San Ma-
teo stated, “PCBs are known or
suspected to cause a wide
range of cancers including
non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma,
breast cancer, liver cancer,
gallbladder cancer, gastroin-
testinal cancers, pancreatic
cancer, and skin cancer. They
are also implicated in numer-
ous non-cancer health prob-
lems including cardiovascular,
endocrine, gastrointestinal,
hepatic (liver), immune,
neonatal, neurological, ocular,
and reproductive harm.”

The Monsanto Company,
founded in 1901, as an Ameri-
can agrochemical and agricul-
tural biotechnology corpora-
tion, eventually went on to
produce almost 100% of all
PCBs used in the United States
until their manufacture was
banned by the Toxic Substance
Control Act of 1976.

In the 1950s, the U.S. Navy
refused to buy Pydraul 150, a
Monsanto product for use in
its submarines, after Navy
tests revealed that it killed all
of the rabbits exposed to the
Vapors.

Monsanto’s most recent
negative news headlines in-
volves dozens of successful,
multi-million dollar lawsuits

troduced in the 1970s and
proven to cause cancer and
other diseases.

The city of Long Beach has
filed a national class action
settlement against Monsanto.
However, many counties and
municipalities are opting out,
preferring to initiate their own
litigation against Monsanto in
order to better cover the ex-
pensive cost of treatment con-
trol measures ordered by the
National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES)
as authorized by the Clean
Water Act. If the town had
opted into the City of Long
Beach class action settlement,

its insufficient share would
have amounted to approxi-
mately $22,024 - far below the
anticipated costs of control
measures.

Eight other cities within
the county (Brentwood, Con-
cord, Danville, Lafayette, Mar-
tinez, Oakley, San Pablo and
San Ramon) have opted out of
the class action settlement and
have joined the county in pur-
suing an individual
settlement.

The Moraga Town Council
at its Aug. 24 meeting unani-
mously approved a legal ser-
vices agreement with Sher
Edling LLP of San Francisco, a
legal firm specializing in pub-
lic agency representation con-
cerning environmental cases.
Both Contra Costa County and
San Mateo County, among oth-
ers, have retained their legal
services in the Monsanto
matter.

Under the Legal Settle-
ment Agreement, “Sher Edling
will receive as compensation
for its services between 7.5%
and 18% of the net recovery
the town receives in the litiga-
tion, depending on what stage
of the litigation the recovery
occurs,” explains the staff re-
port. “Sher Edling will front all
litigation costs and will be re-
imbursed for those costs from
any recovery the Town re-
ceives in the litigation before

Nominated by SCORE 925.330.1988 tent in the environment and agaiinst tl};eir v(\i/eed-killing %ttolfn}elys’ fees are’cfalculatgd.
for Quistanding heflp@carefreamoves._net do not degrade easily, PCBs proauct Roundup,a =~ oth the attorneys’ fees an
Woman-Owned Small Business carefreemoves. net continue to leach, leak, off-gas, glyphosate-based herbicide in- litigation costs are contingent,

meaning the Town will have
no obligation to pay the firm
for its services or reimburse
the firm for any litigation
costs in the absence of a recov-
ery in litigation.”

Since the town attorney’s
office will assist in and over-
see the litigation by providing
help with document gathering
and responding to recovery
requests, estimated legal fees
and costs for these services
could run approximately
$5,000 to $10,000.

‘The Fisherman’ makes hig
splash in West Commons Park

.. continued from Page Al

I came back from Europe 20
years ago, inspired by the Im-
pressionist paintings I saw
there. I wanted to paint
beauty and mostly landscapes.
I got sidetracked from oil
painting in 2006, when I went
to Burning Man Festival and
started doing sculptures. This
sculpture was from my fourth
time at Burning Man Festival.”
“The Fisherman” has blue
eyes and is primarily white
holding a silver fish. Both
pieces total approximately 150
pounds; the head is about 3
feet tall, and the hand is ap-
proximately 9 feet tall.
Passersby are left to pon-
der over several possible sce-
narios such as: Did the fisher-

man get pulled into the “wa-
ter” by the fish; did the fisher-
man give up using his pole
and decide to jump in the “wa-
ter” after his prey; or did his
boat overturn inadvertently
making him a fisherman? Of
course, it’s entirely possible
that “The Fisherman” is a
metaphor far deeper than the
“water” he is swimming in. In
any case, he clearly catches
his prize.

“This park is the perfect
canvas for exhibiting art in
public spaces,” Onoda stated.
“It helps to create a visual ex-
perience almost like an out-
door art museum.”

For more information
contact Art in Public Spaces
at: tonoda@moraga.ca.us.

f@  Tnffe)(@) n:ufﬁ‘iuci

Hours of operation Nimre 1f Vaurio |f & Naws
Maon-Sat 89am -6pm
Office and Yard.

Or call for an
appointment.

Town Council: Wednesday, Sept. 14, 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Sept. 28, 6:30 p.m.

3 Planning Commission: Tuesday, Sept. 20, 6:30 p.m.,

1 Epark and Recreation Commission:

Monday, Sept. 19, 7:00 p.m.,

Moraga School District Board Meetings :
Tuesday, Oct. 11, 6 p.m. www.moraga.k12.ca.us.

455 Moraga Rd. Ste. F
(925) 643-2026

WWww. SASpace.com
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Linda Ehrich
Healtor

93 Moraga Way

Orinda, CA 94563
925.698.1452
Linda@LindaEhrich.com
aEhrich. com
%A

www.lamorindaweekly.com

EXPERIENCE MATTERS

S
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925-377-0977

PG&E webinar updates latest wildfire
safety efforts

Unsafe weather conditions could prompt the need for a Public

Safety Power Shutoff (PSPS).
By Vera Kochan

Hoping to bring some peace of
mind to a wildfire-weary pub-
lic, Pacific Gas & Electric Com-
pany held a Community Wild-
fire Safety Program Webinar
for its customers on Aug. 30.
The interactive virtual event
covered 2022’s safety efforts
and information regarding
Public Safety Power Shutoff
(PSPS) notifications.

On hand to discuss vari-
ous aspects of PG&E’s goals
and answer any questions
from the viewing public were:
Vice President of Electric Sys-
tem Operations Mark Quinlan;
Senior Manager of Customer
Engagement and Strategy
Vanessa Bryan; Director of Lo-
cal Government Affairs Anna
Brooks; Supervisor of Vegeta-
tion Management Joshua Cole-
man; Senior Public Safety Spe-
cialist Rich Noonan; and Se-
nior Manager of Customer
Strategy Dave Meier.

PG&E noted that of the 5.2
million customers it serves,
approximately 494,000 are lo-
cated within High Fire Threat
Districts (HFTD). System-wide,
of the 108,200 overhead distri-
bution line miles in service,
nearly 28,100 are located in
HFTD; and of PG&E’s 18,900
overhead transmission line
miles, about 5,800 are in
HFTD.

With regards to enhanc-
ing fire detection, PG&E has a
map that helps communities
plan and prepare for a poten-
tial fire response
(pge.com/firewatch). The map
pulls data from six satellites
which monitor California
from space. The information
is updated every five minutes;
the public can search any
town or city; and can view re-
cent Cal Fire incidents, Red
Flag Warnings, live wind lines,
weather stations and more.

Brooks discussed what’s
new for wildfire safety in
2022. PG&E is working to pre-
vent potential fires by under-
grounding wires; expanding
Enhanced Powerline Safety

Photo courtesy PG&E

Settings (EPSS); refining and
reducing impacts of PSPS; con-
ducting 1,800 miles of en-
hanced vegetation manage-
ment; and installing addi-
tional high definition cameras
and weather stations.

PG&E is striving to pro-
vide better customer support
through expanding eligibility;
helping vulnerable customers
through their Fixed Power
Program; expanding local in-
formation through the PSPS
Planning Map and pge.com;
and monitoring their "Report
It" mobile safety app.

Brooks added that PG&E
is undergoing the largest ef-
fort in the United States of un-
dergrounding 10,000 miles of
power lines. This effort is the
best long-term solution in re-
ducing the risk of wildfires by
99%. There are plans to in-
crease the output each year
(pge.com/undergrounding).
This effort, along with over-
head hardening and line re-
moval, will make the system
more resistant to wildfire risk
and severe weather situations.
The work will also include
stronger poles and larger
crossarms.

Coleman discussed rou-
tine and enhanced vegetation
management by explaining
that PG&E has increased its
safety clearances between
power lines and surrounding
vegetation in high fire threat
areas. In 2021, it cleared 1,983
miles of vegetation. The 2022
plan is to complete 1,800
miles. To date, 1,102 miles
have been cleared.

Noonan explained the
technology behind EPSS.
PG&E’s powerlines have
equipment that allows it to
turn off power within one-
tenth of a second if a tree
branch or other object strikes
the line. This feature can help
to stop a wildfire from starting
and has shown a 73% de-
crease in reportable ignitions
this year with the EPSS-
enabled circuitry. Customers
are expected to experience
such outages during the fire
risk season between May to

November and will be notified
through automated calls, texts
or emails as to when power
will be restored. Since an EPSS
event is unpredictable, PG&E
is not able to provide advance
notification, but it is expand-
ing eligibility for generator re-
bates and backup power
transfer meters.

PSPS conditions include a
variety of situations: low hu-
midity levels (30% and below);
forecasted high winds (above
19 mph and gusts above 30-40
mph); Red Flag Warnings (is-
sued by the National Weather
Service); conditions of dry ma-
terial (on the ground and low
moisture content of vegeta-
tion); and on-the-ground real
time observations (by PG&E
personnel). PSPS events are
declining thanks to continual
modifications made to the
PG&E system. In 2019, there
were seven events; 2020 had
six and 2021 had five events.
The average outage durations
respectively were 43 hours, 35
hours and 31 hours. PSPS out-
age notifications will come to
customers in the form of an
automated call, text, email, so-
cial media and news outlets.

PG&E offers Community
Resource Centers (CRC) that
are open during PSPS or EPSS
events where customers can
access resources and up-to-
date information. The centers
offer personal and medical de-
vice charging; mobile battery
chargers; ADA-accessible re-
strooms; Wi-Fi; bottled water
and snacks; cooling/heating
stations; seating and ice
(pge.com/crc).

For tips or information on
how customers can stay safe
in the event of an emergency
visit:
safetyactioncenter.pge.com.
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Pear & Wine Festival

Sept. 24 11 am -3 pm

Moraga
Commons

PARKS & RECREAT!ON

Expert Knowledge.
Exceptional Service.

JIM COLHOUN

REALTOR®
925.200.2795

jim@jimcolhoun.com
DRE# 01029160

22 Zillow

Over 100 5-Star Zillow Client Reviews!

Biat 1Y

DUDUM

Ay FETAYE EEDGS
DRE 01882902

Call 3Jim — He Knows What To Do

A }-j

35 years of experience in arc

KAPLAN ARCHITECTS

&

hitectural desig

www.kaplanarchitects.com
(510) 361-0223

LIVING
895

COMPLETE

Valid until October 26, 2022

F RE E INITIAL
CONSULTATION

Law Offices of
Lauren Smykowski

Plan Includes:

* Trust Agreement

* Pour Over Will

* Guardianship of Minor Children
* Power of Attorney for Finance

* Transfer of Real Property

» Advanced Health Care Directive

TRUST

Notary Services Included!

(925) 257-4277
www.smykowskilaw.com
laurensmy@gmail.com

Office Located in Walnut Creek

LAMORINDA NATIVES

T

Kim McAtee

=]

DRE 01349169 | 925.320.3590
kim@anthologyrealestate.com

ANTHOLOGY

REAL ESTATE

We're here when you want local expertise,
a sense of community and
a dedicated team of professionals.

Megan Deverel
DRE 01809247 | 925.482.5622
megan@anthologyrealestate.com

Unique Service for your Unique Story
1001 Country Club Drive, Suite E, Moraga
www.anthologyrealestate.com
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See public meetings schedule on this
pages and check online for agendas,
meeting notes and announcements
City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org

Phone (925) 253-4200

Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org

The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Hardwoods
Carpets

Rugs
LVP
Vinyl

Laminate

FAMILY OWNED
30+ YEARS!

925-284-4440
3344 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Lafayette
lamorindafloors.com

LAMORINDA
FLOORS
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Tamplen Plastic Surgery now in Orinda

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Just Listed! 82 Underhill Road
3 Bed 2 Bath 1,350 Sq Ft Offered at $1,295,000

COMPASS

Happy Fall!

Contact me any time for an
update on our current market.

Dana Reedy

JD | Broker Associate
415.205.8050
dana@danareedyhomes.com
DRE 01880723

Orinda City Council continues San Pablo Creek
restoration project discussion

By Jennifer Wake

Further discussion regarding
downtown development and
creek restoration continued at
the Sept. 6 Orinda City Council
meeting. The proposed creek
restoration project is part of
the Downtown Precise Plan
(DPP), which encourages revi-
talization in downtown Orinda.
The DPP process began in Janu-
ary 2020 and has a target com-

Plara'viorts Corvaph Sormene 200T - et nvtieg Do

B racrux

pletion date of December 2022.

In December 2020, the City
Council awarded a contract to
PlaceWorks for San Pablo creek
restoration analysis as a com-
ponent of the DPP; the contract
was amended to include a topo-
graphic survey and hydrology
study in March 2021. The re-
port included a review of a
creek restoration concept de-
veloped in October 2019 by
FlowWest for the Friends of
Orinda Creeks (FOC).

* Facelift
Facial Implants
Neck Lift
Nose Surgery
Brow Lift
Eyelid Surgery
Ear Surgery

Cosmetic Surgery Laser & Non-Surgical Services
* BOTOX® Cosmetic and Dysport®
* Cosmetic Removal of Moles & Skin Tags

* Fillers
(JUVEDERM®, JUVEDERM VOLUMAG®, Restylane®)

* Fraxel Re:Store Laser Treatment

Skin Care Services
* Chemical Peels
* Obagi® Consultation

Dr. Matthew Tamplen, who grew up in Lafayette
and is a well-known Facial Plastic Surgeon

with Kaiser Permanente, just opened a private
practice in Downtown Orinda to better serve
Lamorinda patients.

Matthew Tamplen, MD
Orinda Office:
77 Moraga way Suite G, Orinda

925-444-0824
TamplenPlasticSurgery.com

Double Board-Certified Facial Plastic
and Reconstructive Surgeon.

Before

TAMPLERN

F Lk EUEG @y

Orinda City Council Candidate

*Passionate about placemaking and how the built environment
can change the way people relate to their town and to each other.

P roven, with a JD/MBA and 20+ years experience in real estate
development, oversight, entitlement, finance, and investment.

P repared to continue the great work the City Council has
already started. As a 3rd term Planning Commissioner (Chair
"18-720), I have the experience and context to keep up all of that
momentum on downtown planning, fire safety, and housing policy.

BRANDYN

AY

endorsed by all five members of
the Orinda City Council

Dennis Fay, Inga Miller,

Mayor

Darlene K. Gee,

Councilmember

Political advertisement paid for and approved by Brandyn Iverson for City Council 2022, FPPC #1451433

Councilmember

Vice Mayor

Amy R. Worth, Nick Kosla,

Councilmember
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Image courtesy staff report

“The city has been consid-
ering how to improve San
Pablo Creek since at least
2000,” Planning Director Drum-
mond Buckley said. “The city
didn’t put any investment into
this issue until the PlaceWorks
study.”

According to a staff report
presented by Buckley, the 2019
FOC concept proposes mean-
ders and a creekside trail that
would result in grading over
property lines and into the rear
parking lots of multiple exist-
ing businesses. Following com-
pletion of the topographic sur-
vey and hydrology study, Place-
Works developed a creek con-
cept that keeps the channels
relatively straight rather than
meandering like the 2019 FOC
concept.

Questa Engineering Corp.
principal/senior hydrologist
Syd Temple, who was involved
in the hydrology study, noted
that adding meandering to the
creek design would require
widening the channel to add
capacity to the flow and thus
avoid flooding.

The PlaceWorks concept
results in no net rise in flood-
ing, provides improved trail ac-
cess, and limits the extent of
channel grading, according to
the report. This plan would still
result in the loss of parking
and encroach into private
property, but to a lesser degree.

Buckley noted that the
challenge with the FOC con-
cept, because it relies on pri-
vate property, “it’s like putting
a puzzle together and you’d
need approval from all of the
property owners to move for-
ward with the project.” Buckley
also mentioned how most sites
are constrained by power lines
across the parcels.

The PlaceWorks Spring
2022 concept proposes restora-
tion features that are similar to
the 2021 FOC Phase 1 Concept
plan. Rock weirs are proposed
to create step pools that facili-
tate fish movement, and the
channel is kept relatively
straight.

“Riparian restoration
zones are included on the east
bank near Santa Maria Way
and on the west bank near the
Safeway culvert to further en-
hance the existing habitat
along the creek,” the memo
stated. “Restoration activities
include removal of invasive ex-

otic species and establishment
of additional native tree, shrub,
and groundcover species com-
patible with the riparian and
upland conditions along the
creek corridor. Generally, the
channel maintains its original
alignment and overall grade;
however, the right bank is low-
ered so that it can facilitate a
creek-side trail and enhanced
floodplain connection. By keep-
ing the channel alignment and
providing channel cross-
section expansion to impacts of
channel bed improvements
and enhanced vegetation offset
any hydraulic impacts to the
100-year floodplain.”

Other proposed improve-
ments in the PlaceWorks con-
cept include a creekside trail,
an optional bridge and board-
walk, seating and furnishings,
interpretative signage, and ri-
parian habitat improvements.

During the Public Com-
ment portion of the meeting,
several members of Friends of
Orinda Creeks expressed their
desire to be part of the conver-
sation and plans going
forward.

According to the memo
presented by PlaceWorks' con-
sultant team Principal Isabelle
Minn and Associate Designer
Spence Koehler, following ap-
proval of the DPP and the asso-
ciated California Environmen-
tal Quality Act (CEQA) docu-
ment, additional research into
property ownership and ease-
ments would be necessary:
“Owners of private property
that may be impacted by creek
or trail improvements would
need to be informed and con-
sulted, with potential City facil-
itation, to provide input and
work as a group toward future
implementation.”

Construction documents
should be developed for the
trail, creek channel improve-
ments, and restoration planti-
ngs, PlaceWorks added. “Chan-
nel improvements, such as rock
weirs and bank stabilization,
should be refined to minimize
tree removal or damage. As
part of advancing the proposed
concept and developing
schematic design (35 percent),
the City should continue to co-
ordinate with the FOC.”

Once a schematic design
concept has been developed,
PlaceWorks noted it would be
necessary to conduct a project-
level environmental review for
the creek improvement project
under CEQA and seek neces-
sary permits from natural re-
source agencies.

An overview of the DPP, in-
cluding links to prior meetings
and its relationship to the City
of Orinda’s 6th Cycle Housing
Element, can be found on the
dedicated website for these
projects:
https://www.planorinda.com.
The entire PlaceWorks memo
regarding San Pablo Creek
restoration can be accessed in
the Sept. 6 city council agenda
packet at
http://orindaca.igm2.com/
Citizens/FileOpen.aspx?Type
=1&ID=2101&Inline=True

City Council

| Regular Meeting:
Tuesday, Sept. 27, 7 p.m. By Teleconference Only

,E. RINDA Planning Commission
Tuesday, Sept. 27, 7 p.m. By Teleconference Only

Supplemental Sales Tax Oversight Commission

Wednesday, Sept. 14, 6:30 p.m.
By Teleconference Only
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Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get
rid of rats, mice and other rodents.
GUARANTEED

FREE In-Home Inspection,
Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount

Call 925-433-3988 =1} Hn“eﬂ
www.honestrodentproofing.com ﬂﬂﬂﬂm Plﬂﬂﬂﬂg

Servicing the Bay Area to Sacramento EEFERIENCE V40U CAR TRUST

www.lamorindaweekly.com

925-377-0977 LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Planning a Fall Home Sale?

In spite of shifting economic conditions, the Lamorinda seller’s
market remains strong for well prepared, properly priced and
expertly promoted properties.

Call me today for a complimentary property evaluation and
marketing plan. Utilize my 20+ years of local real estate success
to obtain the highest return on your sale.

Integrity ¢ Knowledge ¢ Results

Frank Woodward

Realtor®, Luxury Property Specialist
T. 925.788.4963
E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com

©2022 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing
Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor
sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.

COLDWELL BANKER
REALTY

Thousands streamed to Orinda Village on Saturday, Sept. 10, for the 18th Annual Orinda Classic Car show. “Keep on Truckin’” was the theme of this year’s
show, which was presented by the Orinda Association and benefits the Seniors Around Town transportation program. Young and old alike enjoyed the vintage
vehicles, everything from MGs to Ferraris as well as classic American cars, many that harkened back to the 1950s, the heyday of car culture. Shelby Cobras, a
Ford engme-powered British performance car, an example seen here in blue, were particularly popular with the crowd

TRUCKEE | $885,000

Photos Jeff Heyman

3br/2ba well-cared for single owner home. Vaulted ceilings and a loft give this home an open and airy feel, while the large rear deck provides plenty of space to relax or entertain guests.

Dave Gove 530.573.8737
dave@davegove.com | CalRE #02046737

DREAMING OF FIRE PITS AND
FLANNEL KNITS WITH FRIENDS?

Work with a Coldwell Banker® affiliated

agent to make your dream home a reality.

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

GUIDING YOU HOME SINCE 1906

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification.
Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Realty are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2022 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company

owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Anywhere Advisors LLC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. B&x
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DECKIDOCITORS

SISIDINGE
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Repairs | Pressure Washing
Stripping | Sanding | Staining
Painting | Coatings | Inspections

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com

TREE

SCULPTURE

COMPLETE TREE CARE
Proudly serving the East Bay since 1965!
Fully Insured < Certified Arborists < License #655977
(925) 254-7233 < www.treesculpture.com
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Please...

..thanks

Suspect still at large after attempted kidnapping outside Stanley
Middle School

At approximately 8 a.m. on
Sept. 2, Lafayette police offi-
cers were dispatched to a re-
port of a suspicious person
who had grabbed a 14-year-
old girl near Stanley Middle
School in Lafayette.

Upon arrival at Stanley

Avenue after being dropped
off by a parent.

The man asked the girl if
she was alone, then grabbed
her by the shoulder. The girl
attempted to break free from
his grasp, but he kept a firm
grip. The girl was eventually

The suspect is described
as a white male adult, approxi-
mately 40 years old, heavy set,
5'8" to 5'9" tall, with stubble fa-
cial hair. He was wearing a
grey hooded sweatshirt with a
white shirt underneath and
dark-colored pants. He was

The investigation is ongo-
ing by the Lafayette Police De-
partment and the Contra Costa
County Office of the Sheriff. As
this occurred in a residential
area, investigators are asking
residents in the area to check
their home security cameras

asked to contact the Lafayette
Police Department at (925)
283-3680 or through police dis-
patch at (925) 646-2441. For
any tips, email: tips@so.cc-
county.us or call (866) 846-
3592 to leave an anonymous
voice message.

able to break free and run
away. She contacted school of-
ficials, who notified law

Middle School officers learned
that an unknown white male
approached the girl who was

driving a white 4-door sedan
with stock wheels and mud
spray on the driver's side of

to see if the suspect or vehicle
were captured.
Anyone with any informa-

walking to school on Monroe enforcement. the vehicle. tion or video of this incident is
3 Suspicious Vehicle 9 Grand Theft Veh Parts Orchard Rd./Ewart Dale Unwanted Guest
Puhllc Safety Ser\};ice to Citizen 47 3700 Block Mosswood Dr. 1100 Block Oak Hill Rd. 1100 Block Sunset Lp.
Emergency response: Patrol Req./Security Check 19 1600 Block Springbrook Rd. 20 Block Hidden Valley Rd. 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Emergency: 24 Hours 911 Public/School Assembly Check 11 500 Block Mcbride Dr. Mt. Diablo Blvd./Moraga Rd. 3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Police Dispatch: 24 Hours Supplemental Report 16 Identity Theft 300 Block Saranap Ave. .
925-284-5010 Vacation House Check 30 3300 Block Beechwood Dr. 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. Moraga Police
e . Welfare Check 13 Police Department 3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. Department
Nixle: Text your zip code to 888777  (rdinance Violation 2 Panhandling Via Roble/Dolores Dr. P
or go to www.nixle.com Vehicle violations 3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. Vandalism Incident
Lafayette Police Department: Auto Burglary Petty Theft 700 Block Las Trampas Rd. Summaryv Report
3471 Mt. Diablo Blvd. 925-283-3680 3200 Block Stanley Blvd. 1100 Block Glen Rd. 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. . y p
Chief of Police. Ben Alldritt 900 Block Mountain View Dr. 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. 10 Block Greenvalley Ct. will be back
925_299_3’221 Hit And Run Misdemeanor Upper Happy Valley Rd./Oleander 3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Police D h t Tip Li 3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. Dr. Other
s T Pleasant Hill Rd./Mt. Diablo Blvd. Deer Hill Rd./Oak Hill Rd. (3) Extortion MNRINIA
~ 94549Tip@gmail.com 900 Block 1St St. Residential Burglary 1000 Block Oak Hill Rd. . 3
Police Department Traffic Issues 3200 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. 10 Block Dollis Park Rd. Fireworks 1 -
94549Traffic@gmail.com Reckless Driving Shoplift Sunset Lp./Meek Pl. -
Moraga Police Department: Moraga Rd./Old Jonas Hill Rd. 3600 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. H&S Violation f

Mt. Diablo Blvd./Brown Ave.
30 Block Lafayette Cir.
900 Block Moraga Rd.

3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. (4)
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-domestic

Mt. Diablo Blvd./Happy Valley Rd.
K9 Outside Assist Request
5000 Block Winchester Dr., Oak

329 Rheem Blvd., 925-888-7055

Chief of Police, Jon King ext. 7049 Orinda Police Department

Orinda Police Department: Sierra Vista Way/Deer Hill Rd. 4000 Block Natasha Dr. 300 Block Jennifer Dr., Mma Incident Summary Report
22 Orinda Way ~ 925-254-6820 Tc - Property Damage El Curtola Blvd./Saranap Ave. Loitering will be back
Chief of Police, Ryan Sullivan 1St St./Deer Hill Rd. 3200 Block Marlene Dr. 3400 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
925-254-6820 900 Block Moraga Rd. (2) Glen Rd./Nordstrom Ln. Threats
Orindatip@cityoforinda.org 1000 Block Upper Happy Valley Rd  Disturbance-fight 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Mt. Diablo Blvd./Elizabeth St. 3400 Block School St.

Lafayette Police 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. Olympic Blvd./Pleasant Hill Rd. - - - - -
D t t Vehicle Theft Disturbing The Peace Fire District Public Meetlngs A=,
eHar men 900 Block Dewing Ave. 3200 Block Los Palos Cir. _;-"‘!'
Incident 3500 Block Plaza Way 80 Block Lafayette Cir. Moraga-Orinda Fire District Board of Directors 3
Summary 3500 Block Terrace Way Drunk In Public S ial Meeting: Wednesdayv. Seot. 21. 5 .
Report Other criminal activity 3500 Block Mt. Diablo Blvd. peclal Meeting: wednesday, sept. 21, o p.m. Ty T
p Commercial Burglary Loud Music For meeting times and agendas, visit www.mofd.org
Aug. 21 - Sept. 3 1000 Block Oak Hill Rd. 4100 Block Canyon Rd. . .
Alarms 32 Fraud False Pretenses Loud Noise ConFire Board of Directors
%llf%alls (includes hang-ups) éi Police Department Mosswood Dr./Highland Rd. Regular Meeting: Tuesday, Oct. 11, 1 p.m.
raffic 100 Block Peaceful Ln. Public Nuisance i i isit Www.
Suspicious Circumstances 5 Grand Theft 3200 Block Old Tunnel Rd. For meeting times and agendas, V,mt . -ccfpd.org
Suspicious Subject 18 500 Block Mcbride Dr. 1100 Block Magnolia Ln. (http://64.166.146.245/agenda_publish.cfm?id=8&mt=ALL)

Share your thoughts, insights and opinions with your community.
Send a letter to the editor: letters@lamorindaweekly.com

Elect
Greg Hasler

Moraga-Orinda Fire District (MOFD)

Greg Hasler and wife Necia, enjoy family time with"son Parker
and his wife Rebecca, daughter Malesa, daughter Shaeleigh
and her husband Justin Wells.

Endorsed by:
Moraga Firewise Neighborhood Leaders
Moraga-Orinda Citizens for Fire Safety
Numerous Moraga Leaders and Residents
Y Long time Community Volunteer
¥ CPA with extensive financial background
Y Broad experience working with diverse teams addressing
complex issues
Y Focused on fire prevention & community priorities
Y Committed to safeguarding the excellence, longevity &
independence of the Moraga-Orinda Fire District
Master’s Degree in Accounting — over 20 year Moraga Resident

2 Maraga - Drinda
Fire District Board

“Please join me in supporting Greg Hasler for the Moraga-Orinda
Fire District (MOFD) board. Greg supports the three fundamentals of a
strong fire district: a laser focus on fire prevention (utilizing innovative
technologies), strong financial planning, management and oversight,
and respect for and support of our committed firefighters and paramedics.
Greg’s long-term residency in Moraga has asserted his beliefin a strong and
independent fire district. Moreover; his years as a CPA will be invaluable to
the board as they plan for the district’s long-term financial health.

Please, do what is right for Moraga's safety and our fire district’s futwre:
Elect Greg Hasler, MOFD board.”

Anne Obsitnik
Co-chair, Bluffs Firewise community

HaslerforMOFD.com

Paid for by Greg Hasler for MOFD 2022, FPPC # Pending

Fighting for Moraga, not outside special interests
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Letters to the editor

Anonymous fear mongering
can’t win the hearts and
minds of Lafayette residents

Having recently moved back to
Lafayette, we were shocked to
see a bright yellow flyer taped
to a utility pole at St. Mary’s and
Moraga Roads on a recent
morning walk.

With no group or affiliation
listed, it boldly shouted a hys-
teric warning about the
Lafayette School District,
“Shhhh... WHAT THEY WON'T
TELL YOU!” Upon review, it con-
tained information out of con-
text and links to anonymous
web pages in what appeared to
be a thinly veiled attempt to stir
worry, fear, intimidation, and
mistrust among our commu-
nity’s parents and students.

The flyer was posted on a
corner frequented by students
and parents walking to Stanley
Middle School and Lafayette El-
ementary School. We have come
to learn it was also distributed
outside of a Lafayette School
District parent education night
in August.

Regardless of your views on
the roles and responsibilities of
public education, we are trou-
bled by this misguided attempt
to “inform” Lafayette residents.
Is Lafayette a community that
now silently tolerates fear mon-
gering through this kind of odd,
anonymous propaganda?

When our community has
important topics to discuss, we
should hear directly from
elected local leaders and candi-
dates. We need civic debate and
discussion through public and
transparent channels - not
through anonymously posted
outrage and hostility. And when
we see nebulous, incendiary in-
nuendo distributed in public, it
is our responsibility to question
the motivations of those spread-
ing the information and to won-
der why they won’t have their
identities attributed to the
content.

We hope that in this elec-
tion season, Lafayette models
what it means to openly discuss
and debate issues that are on
peoples’ minds - even when it’s
uncomfortable - in the public
spaces and places designed to
do so. We also hope that each
individual local candidate will
take a public stand against this
kind of propaganda. It sits
squarely in opposition to the
character building which par-
ents and schools work on daily
with our children. Let’s model
what it looks like to take respon-
sibility, be accountable for our
words and actions and think
critically!

Jon Deane and Laney
Whitcanack
Lafayette

Lind, Larsen, and McSorely
for the Lafayette School Board
I am writing to ask for your sup-
port in voting for Sarah Lind,
Neils Larsen, and Robb Mc-
Sorely in the upcoming election
for the Lafayette School Board. I
have a son at Burton Valley Ele-
mentary School and a daughter
at Stanley Middle School. I am a
former teacher in the district
and have worked with the youth
in our community in many ca-
pacities. I currently substitute
teach in our Lafayette schools
and care deeply about the fu-
ture of our students.

Like many parents, I had
never been to a school board
meeting until our schools were
forced to close their doors in
March of 2020. At that point I
spent many evenings attending
board meetings and was disillu-
sioned by the apparent discon-
nect between the voices of the
families and the decisions of the
board.

Lind, Larsen, and McSorely
have children in our district and
are dedicated members of our
community. They are focused
on partnering with parents and
teachers to keep their voices
and the student needs at the
center of their decision making
process. They believe in keeping
our students safe, promoting
academic excellence, and fiscal
responsibility (which includes
responding to the enrollment
declines our district experi-
enced over the last few years).

Join me in voting for Sarah
Lind, Neils Larsen, and Robb
McSorely for the Lafayette
School Board.

Tracy Morrison
Lafayette

In Support of Mike Roemer for
MOFD Director

I've known Mike Roemer
for almost 20 years through my
lifelong friendship with his son
Conor. Mike is deeply knowl-
edgeable about fire safety
through his years of volunteer
work and has a proven track
record in community leadership
from his years in the DA's office.
Even more important, Mike
cares deeply about his neigh-
bors and has a sense of integrity
befitting a reputable community
servant. At a time when fire
safety in Lamorinda is more
critical than ever before, we
must elect leaders who will pri-
oritize community safety and
wellbeing above niche special
interests. I'm confident that as a
MOFD Director, Mike would
look after the safety and best in-
terests of all Orinda and Moraga
residents in the same way he
does his immediate family, and
would devote fair and analytical
deliberation to each and every
decision. I hope to never see the
day that Orinda is seriously
threatened by wildfires, but the
reality is that we face growing
danger with the passing of each
and every year. Now, more than
ever, we need protectors on the
MOFEFD board to ensure that our
community is ready for all even-
tualities. Based on my almost 20
years of being around Mike, I
can confidently say that if you
value safety and integrity, and
you want a MOFD director who
will make the same decisions
for the community that he
would for his own family, then
voting for Mike is the easiest
choice you'll make during this
election cycle.

Declan McManus
Orinda

Steven Danziger for MOFD
Director

As a 50 year resident I have
seen many changes in our area.
One of the most dramatic
changes in recent years has
been the amount of property
clearing that has been done,
particularly along the evacua-
tion routes. The MOFD Chief
and the Fire Board have done a
great job to make us all safer
from wildfire. I believe we are
very fortunate to have Director
Steven Danziger as District 3
representative on the Board.
Steven has impressed me with
his understanding of the issues,
his leadership, qualifications
and responsiveness. Steven un-
derstands local government par-
ticularly operations of a Fire
Agency.

Steven is running for re-
election against an opponent
who does not appear to have
any experience in public service
or fire. Steven has over 35 years
in government including twenty
years as Administrative Man-
ager for the Oakland Fire De-
partment. Steven was MOFD
Board President for two terms
and is now Vice President. Addi-
tionally, he is a MOFD Ambas-
sador, member of the CERT
Team, Chair of the Orinda Parks
and Rec Commisssion, volun-
teers at the Orinda Library and
the Orinda Nature Area at Wag-
ner Ranch. If that isn't enough
Steven is a Red Cross Super
Donor who has organized blood
drives and will soon make his
100th donation!

Steven knows the fire ser-
vice at every level including op-
erations There is still much to
be done and I know Steven is
ready to continue the efforts to
make our community safer.
Please join me in re-electing Di-
rector Steven Danziger to the
MOFD Board.

John "Bob" Heath
Orinda

Michael Roemer for MOFD
Board

We have been residents of
Orinda for the past 20 years
where we have raised our fam-
ily. Our children have attended
Glorietta Elementary, OIS and
Miramonte. We have enjoyed
living in this great Lamorinda
community having developed
many deep and long lasting
friendships. One of our dear
friends is Michael Roemer who
is running for a seat on MOFD
Board.

We have know Michael and
his beautiful family, his wife
Julie, children Conor & Erin
from the day when our children
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attended Glorietta Elementary
school over a decade ago.
Michael has many strong quali-
ties that makes him an ideal
candidate to not only serve but
do an amazing job in making
our community an even safer
place to live and raise a family.
Michaels strong intellect, his in-
tegrity, humbleness, desire to
make our community and the
world a better place to live, truly
sets him apart.

Join the Akazawa Family in
supporting the Roemer family.
Michael is a rare type of leader
of which we strongly need more
of, please elect him to serve on
the MOFD Board.

Kindly
Dean & Catherine Akazawa
Orinda

Public Comment on the Down-
town Precise Plan (DPP)
Downtown Orinda as we have
known it will be destroyed. The
Vision, Guidance and Zoning
proposed are not appropriate
for Orinda to retain its village
character. These documents are
crafted to benefit developers
and current landowners to de-
stroy existing structures and
build tall buildings with almost
no parking in the DPP area. The
economic reality is that com-
merecial revitalization is not pos-
sible in Orinda - as is demon-
strated by vacancies and stalled
projects.

It is nonetheless realistic to
encourage lower income hous-
ing to be developed outside the
DPP particularly by increasing
the allowed density on church
properties and increasing the
permissible size of auxiliary
dwelling units (ADUs).

Orinda is and should re-
main a family-oriented bed-
room community with excellent
schools and not try to compete
with adjacent cities for
businesses.

I strongly object to what is
proposed.

Charles Porges
Orinda

Support for Sturm, Smith and
Foreman

The upcoming election for the
Lafayette School District Gov-
erning Board has drawn de-
served interest, with six candi-
dates vying for three seats. For
a community which prides itself
on “Green Hills, Great Schools,”
it is imperative that the most
qualified candidates serve our
youth. Lafayette has three out-
standing candidates to move
our schools forward at this criti-
cal juncture: incumbents Rob
Sturm and Dave Smith, and par-
ent leader Katy Foreman.

Rob Sturm is in his second
term as the District’s Governing
Board President. Under Rob’s
leadership, the Board signifi-
cantly increased its meeting
schedule to provide trans-
parency and an opportunity for
public input, led policy develop-
ment resulting in new and un-
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precedented fiscal reserves for
the District which will mitigate
any future challenges in state
funding, kept student learning
in the forefront with high expec-
tations for academic excellence,
and engaged in critical dialogue
about diversity, equity, inclu-
sion and belonging for all stu-
dents and all families.

Dave Smith joined the
Board in June 2021 after active
parent involvement and a lead-
ership role in the 2020 parcel
tax election. Dave’s participa-
tion in the Board has resulted in
an increased focus on parent
voice, new enthusiasm for sus-
tainability initiatives, and an
unwavering commitment to
continued improvement in stu-
dent achievement alongside the
need for a focus on student
wellness. He has been a foun-
dational voice in efforts to high-
light kindness in our schools
and in the Lafayette community.

Katy Foreman has been a
non-stop volunteer in the Dis-
trict, leading the Lafayette Ele-
mentary PTA, the District-wide
parent committee, and connect-
ing to policy issues through her
work on the regional Las Tram-
pas Council of PTA. Katy was
the key planner for successful
advocacy weeks that have
brought elected officials into
our schools to hear directly
from parents. She led efforts to
support traffic and safety im-
provements around schools, dis-
tribute COVID-19 home test Kits,
and served on the District-wide
DEIB committee. Through her
volunteer work, she has become
an expert on school finance and
policies.

These talented individuals
representing the best of
Lafayette deserve your vote and
the opportunity to continue
their service to our schools.

Karen Mulvaney

Lafayette Citizen of the Year
2011

Lafayette Library Foundation
Board 2006 - Present

Tom Mulvaney

AUHSD Board 2006-2014
LPIE Board 2006-Present

Lafayette School Board
Endorsement
To my fellow Lafayette resi-
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dents: Isupport and endorse
Katy Foreman, Dave Smith and
Rob Sturm's candidacy for the
Lafayette School Board and I
want to share why. This Novem-
ber there will be three board
seats open on our Lafayette
Governing Board and who they
are filled by will have a deep
and lasting impact on our chil-
dren's educational experience.
As an involved school leader
and former PFC President at
Springhill Elementary, [ have
witnessed firsthand the opposi-
tion to valuing diversity in all
forms, especially during board
meetings the last few years. For
me, our community's diversity,
equity, inclusion, and belonging
(DEIB) efforts in the schools
matter. Supporting the creation
of a culture of inclusion and be-
longing and preparing our chil-
dren for the diverse world they
are entering is important to me
personally and I believe it is im-
portant for our community too.
Dave and Rob have demon-
strated to me time and again
through their actions on the
board to date that they are al-
lies. Katy, while a new candi-
date, is deeply committed to
DEIB efforts and I have person-
ally spent countless hours with
her in workshops and commu-
nity building initiatives. I be-
lieve that supporting any candi-
dates besides Katy, Dave and
Rob would mean a major step
backwards in terms of the
progress and positive impact
we've made as a community on
DEIB matters.

It is important that Katy
Foreman, Dave Smith, and Rob
Sturm be elected because the
other candidates and their vocal
supporters have made it clear
that they want to reverse the
momentum we’ve built. Their
“Back to Education” platform is
an insult to the current teachers
and administration in the dis-
trict, and principally against
what our family stands for. My
hope is that you dig a little
deeper into the details of all the
candidates and what they stand
for and who they stand with. To
me the choice is crystal clear.
Vote Katy, Dave and Rob!

Jeni Kim
Lafayette
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Lamorinda (please give us your phone number for verification purposes only). Letters must be
factually accurate and be 350 words or less; letters of up to 500 words will be accepted on a
space-available basis. Lamorinda Weekly reserves the right to refuse publishing a letter submission.
Visit www.lamorindaweekly.com for submission guidelines. Email: letters@lamorindaweekly.com;
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Our office delivers
the highest quality

and service.
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Ashley Dias’ legacy hves on

.. continued from Page A2

When he heard they needed
crossing guards at school, he
didn’t hesitate to help. That’s
the kind of person he was.”

Eleven-year-old An-
gelique Dias-Vanni is Asheley
Dias’s niece. She attends sixth
grade at Stanley Middle
School and passes the cross-
walk where her uncle lost his
life each day. Angelique says
she has many fond memories
of hiking and taste testing yo-
gurt. “We’ve gotta keep mov-
ing forward in life,” Angelique
says. “But I'd like people to re-
member to drive safely. Don’t
drink and drive. Don’t text
and drive. Drive carefully and
pay attention.”

Three of Ashley Dias’s
childhood friends took turns
at the mic sharing a little bit
about the Ashley that they
knew and came to love — a guy
with a sense of humor, who
accepted people as they were
and kept people around him
smiling. Kieren Guller trav-
eled all the way from Arizona
for the unveiling of Ashley’s
plaque. While Guller thinks it
was heroic of Ashley to put
himself in between a moving
vehicle and children, he
wants Ashley to be remem-
bered for much more than
that.

“Imoved around a lot as a
kid and never really planted
roots or knew quite where I
belonged,” Guller says. “When

Photo Sharon K. Sobotta

I met Ashley, it was pretty
much life changing. It was
like I found my home.”

Guller’s mom died when
he was just 8 years old. After
that his family moved to Con-
cord because they could no
longer afford to stay in
Lafayette. “My dad fought
hard to keep me in the school
district but it was hard. I
could definitely feel the differ-
ence between my family and
the families in town who had
money,” Guller recalls. “Ash-
ley’s family just opened their
door to me. It didn't matter
that he had more than I did.
He never put money above
our friendship. He made me
feel like I belonged.”

History and humanity collide in Steve
Falk’s ‘California Story’

.. continued from Page Al

The writing tone stretches its
range; moving with Falk’s
skillful handling from humor
to pain to pathos to straight-
forward just-the-facts
reporting.

In two of the most per-
sonal chapters that Falk says
were the hardest to write, he
pays tribute to two lives lost:
his brother and brilliantly tal-
ented painter, Bret Falk, in
2006, and a dear friend, Chris
Newton, who died at the Pen-
tagon on September 11, 2001.
“The most difficult part was
writing about the two people
who passed away,” says Falk.
“It was intimidating to try to
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capture the entire character,
the 360-degree view of these
people on paper. I knew it
would be impossible and I
just had to hope it was good
enough.”

On the flip side, writing
about his children and his
spouse was celebratory.
“They are superlative in every
way. I love no creatures more
than them. I was literally
smiling at the keyboard,” he
recalls.

In addition to emotion,
Falk’s writing process in-
volved the structure a person
might expect of a city man-
ager accustomed to planning,
schedules and agendas. He
purchased a deck of 3 x5
cards and started writing ti-
tles for the stories he remem-
bered. He carried them
around, quickly adding to the
collection until he had 40 sto-
ries. “I gave myself one week
for each story. I had a sched-
ule where I sat down and
wrote from 8 a.m. to noon,
doing half days. I didn’t ad-
here exactly to that, but it
took me about 40 weeks to
write 40 chapters.” Consoli-
dating two stories into one
chapter and organically
weaving stories of California
into each, the combination of
facts and personal voice re-
veal larger, universal themes
that address home, family,
identity, faith, parenting, love,
death, convictions, ethics,
philosophies. An undercur-
rent of the pandemic is a
silent partner as each topic
suggests a summation—or
simply, how our human expe-
rience due to COVID gained
urgency and our values
reached heightened intensity
in the face of mortality and
an eventual “The End” to
every story.

Chapter 35 is largely con-
cerned with the Terraces of
Lafayette, a 22-acre project

that proposed to be the
largest single development in
the city’s 50-year history and
became a decade-long battle-
ground. Ultimately, the story
and Falk landed on the pages
of The New York Times. Hav-
ing fought the good fight for
years, Falk eventually ten-
dered his resignation in part
because he recognized his
true nature and determined
an exit was best. “That was
one of the easier chapters to
write because it was fact-
based. But at the same time, it
serves as the climax for the
book project. The material af-
ter that is the wrap-up be-
cause in that chapter I come
to this challenging set of ethi-
cal decisions. I have to decide
what it means to have a con-
science. In some ways, it’s the
summation of a lot of parts
about me that I lay out in pre-
vious chapters.”

With the final chapter of
the series arriving on Sept.
18, Falk has planned a com-
munity cupcake party. “I re-
served the Madrone Picnic
Area in Roberts Regional Park
in the East Bay hills on that
day for a COVID-safe gather-
ing to talk about the project,
maybe read a few chapters,
and visit with each other.”

After that, his plans are to
continue as lecturer at the
University of California,
Berkeley, in the Goldman
School of Public Policy. “It’s a
class called City Management.
No surprises there,” he says.
And writing more chapters?
Other than figuring out how
to convert the existing series
and add a paywall and contin-
uing to paint, another artistic
endeavor he has for years
pursued, Falk has no definite
plans. His family—and Cali-
fornia history as it continues
to roll out—may soon say
otherwise.

To read “California Story,” visit
www.californiastory.net/?utm_source=substack&utm_

medium=email

Share your thoughts, insights and opinions with
your community.
Send a letter to the editor:
letters@lamorindaweekly.com
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Moraga resident has tree stump
turned 1nto a Work of art
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Owner Dolores Austin is dwarfed by her new redwood eagle

sculpture

By Vera Kochan

Over 60 years ago, in a brand
new subdivision of Moraga,
property owner Dolores Austin
decided to plant the begin-
nings of a redwood tree. What
seemed like a good idea at the
time turned into a structural
nightmare as the eventually
massive tree’s roots began to
encroach on the house’s

foundation.

Austin was resigned to the
fact that the tree must go, but
not before she did some re-
search into creative possibili-
ties. While visiting family
members near Lake Almanor
in Northeastern California, she
noticed many examples of
carved tree stumps resembling
eagles, bears or other forms of
wildlife. She discussed her

ideas with the tree landscaper
she had chosen to cut down
the redwood. He in turn, rec-
ommended a wood carving
artist he knew from previous
jobs.

Having her heart set on an
eagle carving, six months ago
Austin consulted with sculptor

Supporting the Elva Rust Scholarship Foundation

Glen Sievert who has been cre- SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17
ating art out of dead or dying

tree stumps for over 25 years. 10:00-2:00

Hi Chai Ar

Chainsawiraeaxt com), has ORINDA COMMUNITY CHURCH PATIO
created masterpieces through- 10 Irwin Way, Orinda

out Northern California. Siev-
ert’s website explains, “When a
tree must be taken down, it
can leave a noticeable absence.
Glen specializes in re-
imagining that space and carv-
ing tree stumps into new,

presented by:
P.E.O. Chapter OT, Orinda

Philanthropic Educational Organization
supporting higher education for women

unique pieces of art.”

According to Austin, Siev-
ert met with the tree removal
team to discuss how much of
the stump to leave before they
did their part of the job. “It was
all done with chainsaws, and
he brought his own tools,” she
explained. “It took him a cou-
ple of days to do it. Except for
the marble eyes, it’s all tree.”

The work of art stands ap-
proximately 8 to 9 feet in
height with a base circumfer-
ence of about 6 feet. The tree is
still alive, as is evidenced by
the new branch growth sprout-
ing near the bottom of the
sculpture.

With an added touch of
whimsy, Austin has placed so-
lar lights resembling an alliga-
tor and a frog looking up at the
eagle with expressions of awe.
Her neighbors most likely first
had the same look on their
faces, because she remarked,
“They all love it!”
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Racers compete for charity in JF
Kapnek Fun Run

Photo Casey Scheiner

The Chinyakare Ensemble performs during the JF Kapnek

Fun Run at Moraga Commons.

By Casey Scheiner

Local running enthusiasts de-
scended upon Moraga Com-
mons Aug. 28 to participate in
the JF Kapnek Fun Run, a 5-
kilometer event to raise
money for food and education
for children of Zimbabwe.

The first JF Kapnek Fun
Run since 2019, the race saw
many modifications during its
hiatus, including a location
change from Miramonte High
School to Moraga Commons
and the addition of a carnival
with games, a bouncy house,
and a rock wall. The original
charitable spirit of the race —
to reduce poverty and mortal-
ity and improve education and
health for the children of Zim-
babwe through the JF Kapnek
Trust - plus other traditions
such as a kids run/walk and an
arts and crafts table with face
painting, is what has kept al-
truistic joggers coming back
since 2003.

“We’re a fundraising arm
for the Kapnek Trust in Zim-
babwe, which improves child
health by establishing
preschools that give kids vac-
cines, medicine and food,” JF

Kapnek Executive Director
Daniel Robbins said. “The Fun
Run is a cornerstone of our
fundraising efforts. It helps
raise community awareness to
increase donations. Plus, this
event alone generates enough
money to refurbish and run
two preschools.”

In addition to raising
money for Zimbabwean kids,
the 5K highlighted Zimbab-
wean cultural customs. Most
prominently, it featured the
Chinyakare Ensemble, an Oak-
land group dedicated to per-
forming traditional Zimbab-
wean music and dance. “Mu-
sic is a universal language, so
we love to share it,” DeLisa
Branch-Nealy, a member of
the Chinyakare Ensemble,
said. “We’ve performed at the
Fun Run since it began.”

The music enthralled
many younger participants, as
an abundance of kids danced
to the tunes. Additionally, the
children enjoyed the new ad-
ditions to the Fun Run. “We
wanted to add more activities
for the kids, so we started a
carnival with sports games, a
rock wall, and a bouncy house
obstacle course,” race orga-
nizer Amy Campbell ex-
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plained. “It allows us to con-
nect with a wider range of
people.”

“I've been doing this run
since I was in elementary
school,” Mackie Hall, now a
sophomore at Campolindo
High School, said. “I love that I
get to run for a good cause.”

CREEKSIDE WEEKEND COUPLES RETREATS
NEXT RETREAT OCTOBER IST AND 2ND

Have you noticed that your relationship is in need of a ‘tune
up’? Do you find communication difficult at times or have you fallen
into habitual patterns of relating? Do you want more out of your
relationship?

The purpose of the retreat is to create a more “Conscious
Relationship”. The goal of the conscious relationship is to be aware,
present, and emotionally engaged. The retreat will also help couples to
improve their communication, to deepen their emotional connection,
to learn tools to negotiate conflict more effectively, and to begin or
extend a conversation about intimacy and sexuality.

If you or someone you know might be interested in further
information, I can be reached at (925) 935-8646. For more information
about the retreat or about me or my practice, my website is

-DarrellChristian.com. Next Retreat October 1st and 2nd
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2022 ANNUAL BENEFIT

THE COLOR OF
PG
)

CLAREMONT
CLUB & SPA HOTEL
41 Tunnel Road

Berkeley, CA 94705

GET YOUR TICKETS TODAY:

COLOROFIMPACT.GIVESMART.COM

DANCING
LIVE ENTERT:
FABULOUS
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Chocolate Pear Cake
By Susie Iventosch

Our Lamorinda Weekly pub-
lisher, Andy Scheck, sent me this
pear cake recipe and it sounded
very intriguing. Made with fresh
pears, cocoa powder, chocolate
chips, quick oats, blond raisins,
and a wee bit of whisky or rum,
it is a fun one to try! Andy en-
joys cooking, and he loves using
seasonal produce, so when pears
hit the produce stands, he finally
took an opportunity to make this
cake. He’d been meaning to try
this recipe for years, but had
never gotten around to making
it until just now. The original
recipe comes from a German
cooking enthusiast who posted it
online many years ago.

We made the cake and
thought it was delicious. The
only thing we would do differ-

LAMORINDA WEEKLY
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ently next time, would be to cut
the pears up into bite size pieces
and layer them in the middle of
the batter, or mix them into the
batter, so that the pears are
evenly distributed. Using halves
makes a nice presentation, but
we’d love to have more cake and
pears together in each bite. We
also added a bit of salt to the
ingredients.

We used red crimson pears
in our cake, because they were
the only ripe ones we could get
our hands on at the moment,
but if you have time to let the
pears ripen, use your favorite
pears for this cake. Bosc, D’An-
jou, or Bartlett pears are all
great for baking. Be sure that the
pears are ripe, but firm. You
don’t want them to be mushy for
baking.

If you give this cake a try,
we know you will enjoy it! So

925-377-0977

many delightful flavors together.
The oats, even though there is
not much in the recipe, give a
certain texture and flavor that
combines well with the rest of
the ingredients!

*Note — I converted this
recipe into cups and ounces
from the original, which was in
metric measurements, ergo the
slightly unusual quantities.

INGREDIENTS

www.lamorindaweekly.com

2 1bs. pears (about 3 large pears) ripe, but firm

5 1/2 tablespoons butter (5.3 0z.)

Wednesday, September 14, 2022

A ‘Pear-fectly’ delicious dessert, ripe for the season

3/4 cup sugar (Andy used raw sugar, I used granulated sugar, but I also think brown sugar would be

great)
3 large eggs
1/2 cup milk

2 1/4 cups plus 1 tablespoon all-purpose flour

3 teaspoons baking powder
1/2 teaspoon salt

1 tablespoon unsweetened cocoa powder

1 teaspoon cinnamon
5 tablespoons quick oats

2/3 cup dark chocolate chips or shredded

chocolate
1 tablespoon golden raisins
1 tablespoon rum or whiskey

Susie can be reached at
suziventosch@gmail.com.
This recipe can be found on

our website:

www.lamorindaweekly.com .
If you would like to share
your favorite recipe with
Susie please contact her by
email or call our office at
(925) 377-0977. Or visit
https://treksandbites.com

Powdered sugar for dusting the top of the cake

DIRECTIONS

Preheat oven to 350 F. (Andy baked this cake at 380 F, but I found 350 worked perfectly in my oven.)
Grease or spray an 8-inch square baking dish.
Soak the raisins in in the rum for about 15-20 minutes. Peel and halve the pears and remove the core.

Set aside.

Mix all dries (flour, baking powder, salt, cocoa powder, and cinnamon) together in a small bowl. Set

aside.

Cream butter and sugar together in a mixing bowl until light and fluffy. Beat in eggs until
incorporated. Add milk and dries alternately, beginning and ending with dries.

Stir in oats, raisins, and chocolate chips and mix well.

Turn about 2/3 of the batter into the prepared baking dish. Arrange pears face down right on top of
the batter and gently press down a little bit. Then, cover the pears with the remaining batter. You may not
be able to completely cover the pears, but that’s okay. Alternatively you can chop the pears into bite-size
pieces and spread them evenly over the bottom batter and then cover them with the remaining batter.

Bake for 50-60 minutes, or until a cake tester comes out clean. Remove from the oven and cool. Dust

with powdered sugar.

Looking Good in Lamorinda
Let’s talk autumn attire

By Moya Stone

Back in June I attended a gar-
den party in celebration of
wool. Hosted by Lafayette resi-
dent April Ward, the gathering
was in honor of the 2021 win-
ners of the California State
Make It With Wool Competi-
tion.

Make It With Wool
(MIWW) is a state and national
fashion design and sewing
competition sponsored by the
American Sheep Industry.
Founded in 1947, the competi-
tion website says it seeks to
“Promote the beauty and ver-
satility of wool fabrics, fibers,
and yarns.” The MIWW Cali-
fornia State competition is
coming up on Nov. 12.

Ward has been MIWW Cal-
ifornia State Director for two
years and she is currently hard
at work raising the profile of
the competition. An accom-
plished seamstress herself and
a winner of MIWW when she
was in high school, Ward says
she felt back then that the com-
petition was a chance to step
outside her sewing comfort
zone. “This meant learning
new techniques or improving
on my existing techniques,”
she comments. “It also may
have meant trying out a differ-
ent type of wool fabric or a
challenging pattern.”

This year Ward and
Marissa Sanchez, the 2022 Ju-
nior National Winner, have hit
the road attending American
Sewing Guild meetings and 4-H
related events trying to en-
courage new entrants.

Eighteen-year-old Sanchez
is from Brentwood and has
been sewing for nine years.
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She got involved with MIWW
through 4-H and she enjoys
working with wool because it’s
both warm and breathable. “I
can create warm coats for the
winter and dresses perfect for
spring,” she says. Sanchez’s
winning outfit is a hound-
stooth wool coat and a sheath
dress. “Her outfit is stunning,”
says Ward, “and everyone is
impressed with her sewing
skills.”

Sanchez says her favorite
part of competing is meeting
new people and learning about
their sewing techniques. A tip
she offers to anyone interested
in competing is don’t forget to
test your fabric to make sure
it’s at least 60% wool. “And of
course have fun sewing,” she
says.

MIWW is open to pre-

teens through adults and all
fabric and yarn used must be
at least 60 percent wool. Three
judges will look for excellence
in presentation and appear-
ance, construction, and mar-
ketability. Entries are due by
Oct. 15 and there will be a
fashion show at 2 p.m. on Nov.
12 at the Orinda Masonic Cen-
ter. For more information visit
www.makeitwithwool.com or
contact April Ward at
april.ann.ward@gmail.com.
Busy Stix yarn shop in
Lafayette has joined with Clin-
ton Hill Cashmere for a KAL
(knit-a -long): The Classic Cardi
Edition. Starting Sept. 20, knit-
ters will tune into to the Clin-
ton Hill Zoom class for three
sessions and knit a cardigan
sweater. Busy Stix will be open
and tuning in as well, so knit-
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Knit-a-long Cardi at Busy Stix in Lafayette.

" Photo Moya Stone

Marissa Sanchez MIWW 2021 National

Winner Junior Division.

ters can gather at the shop for
some social stitching. The Clin-
ton Hill KAL kit is available
through Busy Stix (at a dis-
count). Call the shop for more
information (925) 284-1172.

All this wool talk has me
itching to pull on some autumn
attire and according to Marie
Claire magazine, the big trend
this season is equestrian.
Think blazers with elbow
patches, capes in herringbone
wool, tweed riding caps, boots,
and stirrup strap leggings (re-
member those in the '90s?).
Even for the non-horsey set,
it’s the look to sport! Although
this trend is “inspired by”
equestrian, Dover Saddlery in
the Moraga Rheem Shopping
Center offers the real thing.

Fashion icon Coco Chanel
once said, “My life didn’t

please me, so I created my
life.” And what an adventure
that was! Chanel’s life is told
for young readers in Isabel
Pin’s latest book, “I Am Coco:
The Life of Coco Chanel” (Pres-
tel Publishing). An award-
winning illustrator of more
than 40 children’s books, Pin
gives an overview of Coco from
her beginnings as an orphan to
her remarkable success as an
innovative fashion designer.
The text is concise and en-
hanced by Pin’s whimsical il-
lustrations. This is a fun fash-
ion read for kids age 6 to 9 and
adults too.

Enjoy the cooler weather
and go forth in style!

Moya Stone is a fashion
writer and blogger at
www.overdressedforlife.com.

Gold Coast Chamber Players opening is

Luigi Piovano
Submitted by Pamela
Freund-Striplen

Who doesn’t love Italy? The mu-

Photo provided

sic, the food, the people! It all
starts Opening Night, Friday,
Sept. 23 when leading Italian
musicians perform exclusively
with the award-winning Gold

Coast Chamber Players. Luigi’s
Italian Feast and Concert, a
unique and enchanting GCCP
fundraising event, follows on
Sunday, Sept. 25.

The Friday concert is a
blockbuster all-Brahms pro-
gram and features the Principal
cellist of the Santa Cecilia Or-
chestra, Luigi Piovano. Piovano
is one of the most sought-after
cellists throughout the world
and will be performing on his
330-year-old cello. The romantic
program is well suited for Pio-
vano to perform with his wife,
Grazia Raimondi, one of Italy’s
leading violin soloists. Joining
them is violinist Livia Sohn, pi-
anist Bernadene Blaha, and vio-
list Pamela Freund-Striplen. Sin-
gle tickets and discounted sub-

all about Italy

scriptions are available at
geepmusic.com.

Later that weekend on Sun-
day, Sept. 25 is Luigi’s Italian
Feast and Concert, in a lovely
Lafayette backyard garden.
Youw’ll dine alfresco under the
new moon and enjoy an inti-
mate concert celebrating the
finest Italy has to offer while
supporting the Gold Coast
Chamber Players. Luxury ingre-
dients imported specifically for
this event are transformed into
a feast by Luigi - a chef and cel-
list extraordinaire. Proceeds
benefit GCCP educational pro-
grams in local schools and its
concert series, voted Diablo
Magazine’s Best of the East Bay,
ensuring live music remains an
integral part of our community.

Only a few seats remain. Tick-
ets: gccpmusic.com

Four more Gold Coast con-
certs are included in the 2022-
23 Season: “Folk Inspired,”
“Connections in Time,” “Cello
Extravaganza,” and “Souvenir,”
each with world-renowned mu-
sicians with a unique theme.
These Gold Coast adventures
have great audience appeal and
provide an opportunity to meet
musicians in an intimate set-
ting.

All concerts are at 7:30 p.m.
and are held at the Don Tatzin
Community Hall at the
Lafayette Library, 3491 Mt. Dia-
blo Blvd. For tickets and com-
plete concert details, visit gccp-
music.com or call (925)
283-3728.
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‘The Good Boss,” a wry comedy at the Orinda Theatre
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By Sophie Braccini

“The Good Boss (El buen pa-
tron),” a Spanish movie that rep-
resented its country at the 94th
Academy Awards and has re-
ceived 30 international awards,
makes its Contra Costa debut at
the Orinda Theatre on Sept. 23.
Ferociously entertaining and
fast paced, it portrays Julio
Blanco a paternalist business
owner played by Javier Bardem
(Academy Award winner for
Best Supporting Actor for his
performance the Coen Brothers'
film “No Country for Old Men”).

"' Viewers will love to hate Blanco,

the manipulating and charming
demi-god who will stop at noth-
ing to get his way.

Blanco is as odious as he is
charming. The charismatic
leader inherited from his father
a professional scale manufactur-
ing company and it is clear that
he has learned to handle people
from an early age. The movie
takes the spectator on a 10-day
voyage as the boss will do any-
thing to remove all obstacles on
the road to getting the last miss-
ing award for his company’s
brilliant track record. Blanco is
struggling with protesting work-
ers, a clueless wife, and a pro-
duction director on the verge of

a nervous breakdown. He is
confronted with a situation spi-
raling out of control and grap-
pling to find good and very bad
solutions to have his way no
matter what. He is obviously
someone with whom no one
says no to and who cannot deal
with frustration.

The movie opens as the
debonair and all-powerful boss
explains how he runs his busi-
ness like a watchful father tak-
ing care of his children. A father
who has his favorites, and who
points out the ugly ducklings.
He is the benevolent boss that
employees in distress can call
upon when they have family is-
sues; and he is the one who does
not hesitate to manipulate and
threaten if someone’s private
life risks to upset the balance of
the company. As he explains to a
sacked longtime worker, “some-
times you have to trick the scale
to get the exact weight.” He is
also the obnoxious womanizer
who does not hesitate to court
the new very young intern.

This comedic satire shows
that businesses are no democ-
racy. The boss rules, for the
good of all and for his own, not
hesitating to amputate what he
sees as a diseased part, in the
name of the survival of the
whole body. Blanco perceives

himself as above the law, acts
accordingly and probably has a
very clear conscience.

Bardem brings to this role a
natural geniality, and wins the
spectators over, until the men-
ace seeps through and his por-
trayal of total selfishness and in-
sensitivity flourishes. His pow-
erful stature dominates the cast
as his position in the company
dominates others, but the sup-
porting cast reveals other excel-
lent actors. Almudena Amor as
Liliana, the young intern Blanco
covets but who outsmarts him,
or Manolo Solo as Miralles, the
desperate and out of control
production manager, create
lively and interesting charac-
ters, as well as many others.

The movie was directed and
written by Fernando Ledn de
Aranoa, a prolific director who
has won multiple awards. In an
interview with the AU Review
he said that he wanted to ex-
plore labor relations in a way
that would balance drama and
humor. The result is totally up to
par.

“The Good Boss” will open
at the Orinda Theatre for at
least one week starting on Sept.
23. Tickets and further informa-
tion at
www.internationalshowcase.org

Student loans that make sense

By Elizabeth LaScala,
PhD

Student loans are often viewed
negatively, in part because
they are associated with the
rising cost of higher education.
Yet many students could not go
to college without the help of a
loan.

When college students bor-
row judiciously, they can build
a sound credit history, add
value to their lives now and
prepare for their future. Some
families who can pay full col-
lege costs choose to have their
student take out loans to fund
college so the student can be a
stakeholder in their own edu-
cation. Other families borrow
to relieve the strain of tuition
payments, even if they do not
qualify for need-based aid. The
key is for students to use loans
wisely, so they end up with a
manageable debt, while build-
ing and maintaining a good
credit history.

One way for students to
conservatively manage their
debt is to borrow no more than
the maximum allowed through
the Direct Student Loan Pro-
gram administered by the US
Department of Education. Di-

rect Subsidized Loans are
available to undergraduate stu-
dents with demonstrated fi-
nancial need. Direct Unsubsi-
dized Loans are available with
no requirement to demon-
strate need. Subsidized means
that the federal government
pays the interest while the stu-
dent is enrolled at least half
time in school and for the first
six months after they graduate.
Unsubsidized means that the
student pays the interest while
they are in school and after
graduation until the loan is
paid off.

If a student qualifies for an
interest-subsidized loan, the
aggregate total allowed is
$19,000 over four years in col-
lege. A student who does not
qualify for subsidized loans
may borrow up to $27,000 in
unsubsidized loans, also over
four years. Colleges that re-
ceive federal money for these
kinds of student loans adminis-
ter the loans through their fi-
nancial aid offices. When a stu-
dent has demonstrated finan-
cial need, the college’s finan-
cial aid office can award a
combination of interest-
subsidized and unsubsidized
loans, but the aggregate

amount of debt cannot exceed
$27,000.

The interest rate for Direct
Student Loans is fixed for the
2022-23 academic year at

4.99%. The Department of Edu-

cation provides very clear and
annually updated guidelines to
the affordability of college and
reasonable levels of college
debt (see:
https://studentaid.gov/
understand-
aid/types/loans/subsidized-
unsubsidized). A handy tool to
estimate the annual salary one
needs to pay back a specific
amount of loan can be found
on FinAid’s website (see:
https://finaid.org/calcula-
tors/loanpayments/). For ex-
ample, if a student accrued a
debt of $27,000, he or she
would have to earn about
$35,000 annually to make a
monthly payment of about
$290 over a 10-year time span
required to pay off the debt.
Financial aid offices might
also award Direct Parent PLUS
Loans. These, too, are federal

loans, only parents are the bor-

rowers. Parents may borrow

up to the estimated total cost of

attendance for college, includ-
ing tuition, fees, room and

board and incidentals such as
books, less any financial aid
the student received. Eligibility
for Direct Parent PLUS Loans is
based on a credit check. Inter-
est is charged during the entire
period of the loan. The interest
rate for these loans is 7.54%.
There is also an origination fee
of 4.228%, which is deducted
from the principle. Three types
of repayment plans are avail-
able, depending on the par-
ent’s income and creditworthi-
ness as well the total amount
borrowed (see:
https://studentaid.gov/
understand-aid/types/loans/
plus/parent). Depending on the
plan, parents may pay off their
debt within 10 to 30 years.

Parents who are consider-
ing Parent PLUS Loans should
be careful to consider how
much they want to borrow for
each year that their student is
college. When the annual cost
of attendance at some highly
selective private institutions is
approaching $90,000, excessive
student loan debts may put
parents’ retirement at risk. So,
parents, like students, should
also borrow judiciously to
maintain good credit and pre-
pare for their future.

Doing College and Beyond
College and Graduate School
Admissions Services

970 Dewing Avenue, Suite 202,
Lafayette

925.385.0562 (office)
925.330.8801 (mobile)
www.doingcollege.com
Elizabeth@doingcollege.com
Elizabeth LaScala, PhD, brings
decades of admissions expertise to
personally guide each student
through applying to well-matched
colleges, making each step more
manageable and less stressful. She
has placed hundreds of students in
the most prestigious colleges and
universities in the US. Elizabeth
attends conferences, visits
campuses and makes personal
contacts with admissions
networks to stay current on the
evolving nature of college
admissions. She and her
professional team offer resume
development, test preparation,
academic tutoring, value analysis,
merit and need-based scholarship
search and more.

New children’s book addresses complex issues of kindness and

inclusivity
Nobody likes a bully. Not even
in the animal kingdom!

Lamorinda author and
Lamorinda Weekly columnist,
Cynthia Brian, debuts her first
book in the children’s picture
book series, “Stella Bella’s
Barnyard Adventures,” with
her charming true-life cadre of
characters and endearing illus-
trations by Jensen Russell in
“No Barnyard Bullies,” a color-
ful book about learning to be
kind and inclusive.

“No Barnyard Bullies” fol-
lows a pampered piglet who
lives in an apartment as she is
re-homed to a barnyard filled
with a variety of happy crit-
ters. Thinking that she is the
Queen, she bullies the other
animals until she is stopped by

a tiny bunny who defends a
three-legged goat from her at-
tacks. Everyone is equal in
Stella Bella's barnyard where
bullies are not tolerated, and
inclusivity is the paramount
number one rule. Colorful, ani-
mated illustrations of the char-
acters bring the prose and po-
etry dialog to life with timely
and timeless tales that are re-
latable to humans.

The goal of “Stella Bella’s
Barnyard Adventures” is to in-
still in children wonder and
awe of Mother Nature and her
creatures as they participate in
the escapades of the wild king-
dom. Children are encouraged
to love themselves exactly the
way they are while living in
peace and harmony with a

barnyard of many colors and
beliefs. Family is about whom

you love and who loves you. In

the series, the true tales will
emerge from a variety of dif-
ferent animals, all with a pre-
scription for living as better
humans.

Brian will be selling and
signing first editions of the
book at the Be the Star You
Are! booth at the Pear and
Wine Festival on Saturday,
Sept. 24 at Moraga Commons
Park in Moraga.

Books are also available at
these online stores:
www.BetheStarYouAre.org
and www.CynthiaBrian.com
-J. Wake

SSITING CEVAREYE ON
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Moraga Community Service Day scheduled for Oct. 1-2

Submitted by
Mike McCluer

The town of Moraga has a rich
history of community service,

residents rolling up their
sleeves to help people in need
and to make Moraga and its ex-
tended community a better -
place. Of these ideals was born
the Moraga Community Service
Day project, with the singular
goal of bringing the townsfolk -
together to assist those in need,
and help beautify our schools
and town. This is your opportu-
nity to help Moraga; to care,
give and connect.

This project is sponsored
and led by several Moraga Com-
munity groups, including Ro-
tary, Kiwanis, Lions, Garden
Club, Moraga Chamber of Com-

merce, Moraga School District,
Campolindo High School, and
Saint Mary’s College.

This weekend event en-
courages all Moraga families to

sign up and volunteer 1-3 hours

on Saturday or Sunday and
truly help people in need as
well as the community of Mor-
aga. Pleasant Hill and Walnut
Creek have held similar events
with great success for their
communities.

A few key projects in-
clude: donating food for home-
less, low-income families, iso-
lated seniors and foster chil-
dren; painting planting pots

with messages of kindness and
personal expression of caring
delivered and donated to vari-
ous local seniors organiza-
tions; helping the Moraga
School District with beautifica-
tion at multiple campuses
through gardening and clean-
ing; planting new shade trees in
the front and side of the Com-
mons Park Bandshell for
greater sun safety and enjoy-
ment; participating in sustain-
able gardening projects at Cam-
polindo High School and Saint
Mary’s College; donating blood
to help those needing blood in-
fusions to save lives; helping lo-

cal seniors with projects, er-
rands and socialization; and fire
abatement and trail clearing lo-
cally to safeguard our local
residents.

These selected projects and
more represent a great opportu-
nity for Moraga residents and
families to show their caring by
volunteering time, resources,
and working with fellow civic
minded residents to enhance
our great inclusive community.

To view all the projects and
sign up for your favorite one or
to donate, visit
http://moragaserviceday.org/
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AAUW-OML Sneakers 4
Scholarships

Photo Bonnie Fend

The American Association of University Women (AAUW),
Orinda-Moraga-Lafayette branch is collecting sneakers in order to raise
money for local scholarships. Pictured from left: Jill Eberhard, Mary Ann
McLeod, Joan Foster, Laura Wittenberg, Linda Bochte and Jill Fernald.

Miramonte, Campolindo, Acalanes and
students in the Saint Mary’s College
High Potential Program. These scholar-
ships are based on community engage-
ment. You can help by dropping off
your old, out-of-date or new sneakers at
one of the following locations: Moraga
Hardware, Lafayette Veterans Memor-
ial Building and Rossmoor Gym. Info
(925) 963-4523.

Submitted by Bonnie Fend

Are your sneakers taking up too much
room in your closet? Donate them to
AAUW-OML (American Association of
University Women - Orinda Moraga
Lafayette branch) who will reuse and
recycle them and earn money for schol-
arships for local high school seniors at

il M\ CHOTYY
Beverly Waugh

Sept. 16, 1960 — Aug. 21, 2022

Beverly Waugh was born on Sept. 16, 1960 in Joliet, Ill., and passed away at the
age of 61 on Aug. 21, 2022 in Lincoln, Calif.

Beverly is preceded in death by her father Terry Waugh. She is survived by her
mother Kaye Morgan Andrews of Lincoln, Calif.; sisters Karin Williams (Danny)
of Loomis, Calif., and Natalie Waugh Donnelly (Adam) of San Francisco; nieces
Katherine Williams of Roseville, Calif., and Mary Williams of Portland, Ore.; cousins,
Ron Morgan (Joyce), Deanna Siemsen (Keith), Stuart Waugh (Lily), Geoffrey Waugh
(April) and Stephen Waugh.

Bev graduated summa cum laude with her bachelor’s degree in business
administration from California State University, Hayward, and shortly thereafter
earned her MBA from UCLA’s Andersen school of management.

For 20 years, Beverly worked at various financial institutions including Bank
of America, Dow Jones, Charles Schwab, and others. Her responsibilities grew with
each position. Fifteen years ago, Bev left the corporate world and started All Ears
Pet Sitting based in Orinda, Calif. She absolutely loved being a business owner and
caring for clients’ pets. It was her true calling.

Beverly was fortunate to travel all over the world with her mom, Karin and
many friends. There are too many favorite places and memories to list. When not
traveling, she also enjoyed fostering many rescue dogs and cats, including a few
“foster fails” who became permanent family members.

In lieu of flowers, please donate to The Milo Foundation at 220 S Garrard Blvd,
Richmond, CA 94801 (milofoundation.org; non-profit tax id 68-033-7858).

The time and place for a gathering to celebrate Beverly’s life will be shared
shortly online at https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/lincoln-ca/beverly-
waugh-10899132

(M M
Cindy Marshall

A, Tr‘y

indy Marshall died suddenly but peacefully on

April 27, 2022. A resident of Moraga for 37
years, she had moved to an assisted living facility
in Concord.

Born in 1927 in a small Pennsylvania town,
Cindy grew up in many places, including China,
where her father, an officer in the Navy, was
stationed. After her parents divorced, Cindy and
her mother moved to San Francisco. She attended
Lowell High School and developed a lifelong love
of opera and classical music.

After high school Cindy married and settled
in Marin County with her husband and two sons. She had a daughter to her second
husband and lived again in San Francisco. Another divorce left Cindy a single mom.
She moved to Oakland to take a job managing a dental office. Eventually she left
that position to pursue her love of jewelry and her talent for sales, working as a
salesperson for Shreve & Co and later for Zales. After moving to Moraga, Cindy ran
her own antique jewelry business selling at shows around the Bay Area. In retirement
she volunteered for Leftovers Thrift Shop in Walnut Creek where she thrived
managing the jewelry donations.

Youthful and stylish, Cindy was the bright star in every room and she will be
greatly missed. Preceded in death by her two sons, she is survived by her daughter
Moya Stone (Richard), daughter-in-law Lori Bacigalupi (James), grandson Forrest
Bacigalupi, granddaughter Serene Bacigalupi (Paul), and great-grandson Leroy
D’Avino. Cindy will be interred at Queen of Heaven Cemetery in Lafayette.

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Campolindo tennis player

Jake Hammerman teaches tennis lessons for donations.

Submitted by Zoe Broussard

For the third year in a row, Lafayette
teen Jake Hammerman spent his sum-
mer vacation helping fight hunger
faced by older adults by teaching
young children how to play tennis.

When COVID-19 hit in 2020 and
upended everyone’s summer, Jake cre-
ated Impactful Tennis — an initiative
that met two needs. He knew that
Meals on Wheels Diablo Region helped
deliver meals to elders who are food in-
secure and he recognized there would
be an increasing demand from seniors
who were affected by the pandemic.
Also, with most youth activities closed,
he saw a way to use his skills as a var-
sity tennis player to get young children
outdoors, learning how to play tennis.

Impactful Tennis gave lessons for
free, and in turn, parents made a dona-
tion in any amount to Jake’s GoFundMe
campaign to benefit Meals on Wheels
Diablo Region.

The first summer, with just three
teen instructors, he surpassed his
$10,000 goal raising $15,000 in the first
four days of lessons. In the summer of

continues to fight food insecurity

Photo provided

2021, he increased the number of in-
structors from his varsity tennis team
at Campolindo High School and again
met with tremendous success.

Jake just completed his third sum-
mer of Impactful Tennis, with twice as
many instructors giving 268 lessons
and raising $11,125. In total, Jake has
given 808 lessons and raised $34,725.

“I'm so glad this money is going to
a terrific cause and am grateful that I
found a way to contribute,” says Jake.

Jake’s efforts earned him an inter-
view on Good Morning America, and
he was awarded the Contra Costa
County Board of Supervisors 2022
Youth Hall of Fame Volunteerism
Award, which recognizes young people
who have a commitment to service and
community.

“The demand for meals remains
high as the senior population continues
to increase,” says Caitlin Sly, Executive
Director of Meals on Wheels Diablo Re-
gion. “The funds that Jake has raised
from Impactful Tennis has had a signif-
icant impact, allowing us to deliver
more meals to more elders. He’s an
amazing young man.”

Kiwanis Club of Moraga Valley
donation helps offset fireworks cost

mms CLUB |/
EEE

Submitted by Barry Behr

Dick Courtney with the Kiwanis Club of
Moraga Valley recently presented a do-
nation from the Kiwanis Club to Mor-
aga’s Director of Park and Recreation
Breyana Brandt. The donation will go
towards underwriting the cost of the

Photo provided

fireworks at the Fourth of July Celebra-
tion earlier this year. The Club would
like to thank all who participated in its
fundraising events this year making it
possible to reinvest in our
communities.

For further information about the
Kiwanis Club of Moraga Valley you can
visit https://moragavalleykiwanis.org

Commumty Service: weare pleased to make space available whenever
possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service organizations to submit
news and information about their activities. Submissions may be sent to story-
desk@lamorindaweekly.com with the subject header In Service to the Community.

Share Your Celebrations and Remembrances

If you would like to share an announcement about a special event or achievement, such as a
wedding, engagement, scholarship or graduation of a local resident, or about a special person
from Lamorinda who has passed, send a photo along with your text (up to 250 words) to story-
desk@lamorindaweekly.com, and include “Celebrations and Remembrances” in the subject line.

Submit stories or story ideas to
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com
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‘ Not to be missed ‘ Not to be missed ‘ Not to be missed ‘ Not to be missed ‘

ART

The exhibit Born to be Wild at
the Main Street Arts Gallery in
Martinez, showcases the art-
work of 23 Lamorinda Arts Al-
liance member artists through
Oct. 16. Lamorinda Art Alliance
member Ruth Stanton curated
this exhibit of abstract and rep-
resentational 2D and 3D art-
work that is both colorful and
captures the essence of adven-
ture and wildness in nature.
Open House Reception on Satur-
day, Sept. 10 from 3-5 p.m. Main
Street Arts Gallery, 613 Main
Street in Martinez open
Wednesday - Saturday 11 a.m. -
4 p.m., and Sunday 10 a.m. -2
p-m.

Music

Pacific Chamber Orchestra
presents “Courageous” — music
from the heart of Europe. Im-
merse yourself in the beauty,
courage and folk wisdom of
Dvorak's Serenade for Strings
(Czech & Slovak Republics), Ko-
lessa's In the Mountains
(Ukraine), Kilar's Theme from
the movie "The Pianist" (Poland,
and more!) Purchase tickets at
www.pacificchamberorches-
tra.org/calendar for concert to
be held at St. Stephens Episcopal
Church in Orinda on Sept. 17 at
7:30 p.m. (doors open at 6:30
p.m.) Adult ticket price is $48;
Student ticket price is $20.

Irish Music Concert at the Vet-
erans Memorial Building in
Danville Friday, Sept. 16. A con-
cert of traditional and contem-
porary Irish music. The concert
celebrates the Friendship City
relationship between Danville
and New Ross, Ireland, from
which O’Neill’s father James em-
igrated. Acclaimed Bay Area
musicians Cormac Gannon, Erin
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Thompson, and Steve Gardner
will sing and play a variety of
instruments, including the fid-
dle and uilleann pipes. Tickets
are only $20 at
https://eugeneoneill.org/.

Gold Coast Chamber Players
concert: Brahms Reunion. Fri-
day, Sept. 23, at 7:30 p.m. Pre-
concert talk at 7 p.m. Don Tatzin
Community Hall at the Lafayette
Library, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.,
Lafayette. Johannes Brahms
Sonata for cello and piano, No. 2
in F Major, op. 99 Piano Quintet
in F minor, op. 34. The concert
will be recorded for online
viewing beginning Sept. 30. Sin-
gle tickets $15-45; Online:
www.gccpmusic.com, by phone:
(925) 283-3728 Discounted sub-
scription packages also
available.

Art Embraces Music: Saturday,
Sept. 24, 8 to 9:30 p.m., Lafayette
Community Hall. Musicians take
us places in a language without
words. Artists tell stories with
form and color. Together they
enrich our community. Ensem-
ble ARI takes the stage sur-
rounded by original artwork
and streaming video; thus art
embraces the music.
https://lamorindaarts.org/
art-embraces-words-events/.

Stone Student Scholarship
Concert at Grace Presbyterian
Church, 2100 Tice Valley Blvd.,
Walnut Creek. Saturday, Sept.
24, 7 p.m., Suggested Donation:

$15-20 General; $5 Student;
Children free. Dwight Stone is a
local artist and performer en-
couraging and initiating concert
performances in the Bay Area.

Orinda Starlight Village Play-
ers present: George Bernard
Shaw's “Pygmalion” through
Oct. 1. Fridays, 8:30 p.m.; Satur-
days, 8:30 p.m.; Sunday, Sept. 25,
4 p.m. and Thursday, Sept. 29, 8
p-m. Outdoor Theater, Orinda
Community Center Park, 28
Orinda Way. www.orsvp.org/

Orinda Books and Firewise
Orinda present on Saturday,
Sept. 17 at 2 p.m. Katherine
Blunt, author of “California
Burning: The Fall of Pacific Gas
& Electric & What It Means to
America’s Power Grid” who will
be in conversation with Carol
Pogash. 276 Village Square,
Orinda, www.orindabooks.com,
info@orindabooks, (925)
254-7606

Sweet Thursday Author Series
is starting on Sept. 15 at 7 p.m.
in person in the Don Tatzin
Community Hall at the Lafayette
Library and Learning Center.
Author Kirsten Chen will be dis-
cussing her new book “Counter-
feit.” This free event is spon-
sored by the Friends of the
Lafayette Library. Register at
tinyurl/sweet-Sept22.

Other

The 2022 Lafayette Art & Wine
Festival will be held Saturday,
Sept. 17,10 a.m. to 7 p.m. and
Sunday, Sept. 18, 10 a.m. to 6
p-m. in downtown Lafayette.
The Festival offers complimen-
tary bike valet parking at 81
Lafayette Circle. Driving? The
Festival is an easy walk or free
shuttle ride from free Festival
parking in the BART parking lot.
Music on four stages features
some of the Bay Area’s top cover
bands. https://lafayettefesti-
val.com.

AAUW OML Showcase Meeting
with speaker from CCC D.A’s of-
fice talking about social justice
Tuesday, Sept. 20 - 9:30-11 a.m.
at Orinda Community Church
Fellowship Hall, 10 Irwin Way,
Orinda, 925.254.4906,
www.orindachurch.org

AAUW-Orinda Moraga
Lafayette will welcome Brandon
Parks, Chief Assistant Public De-
fender, Contra Costa County on
Sept. 20, from 9:30 to 11 a.m. to
speak on “Advancing Equity in
Justice in Contra Costa County.”
Orinda Community Church, 10
Irwin Way, Orinda.

Pear and Wine Festival Mor-
aga Commons on Sept. 24, 11
a.m. -3 p.m. A community
event celebrating the Town’s
heritage and fall harvest. This
family friendly event features

kid’s activities, community
booths, fall harvest treats, and
more.

Mocktails & Cocktails Sunday,
Sept. 25, 3 to 5 p.m. Join those
who love art, literature, music
and everything in between at
The Coop, 32 Lafayette Circle,
Lafayette. Time for some artsy
conversation with Ani Breslin
and Elana O’Loskey of the Lam-
orinda Arts Council. No host
bar. Just show up. Look for our
framed poster of a crazy art
lady - that’s us! No host bar.
Email
literary@lamorindaarts.org.

Montelindo Garden Club,
membership open to all, Friday,
Sept. 23, Shannon Fitzpatrick
from Sloat Garden Center will
help you transition your garden
into the new season with a talk
on “Fall Color in the Garden.”
Lafayette Library Community
Hall, 3491 Mount Diablo Blvd.
For COVID requirements visit
the website below. Doors open
at9 a.m., attendees must be
seated by 9:45 a.m., meeting be-
gins at 10 a.m. This event is free
and open to the public. For addi-
tional information visit the web-
site at montelindogarden.com.

Please submit events to:
calendar@lamorindaweekly.com

Lamorinda’s Religious Services

\

Lafayette United Methodist Church
955 Moraga Road 925.284.4765 thelumc.org

Sunday 10am in person worship
We are a church that strives to love as Jesus loves.

Our congregation welcomes, includes, and affirms everyone
on their journey of faith regardless of race, ethnicity, age,
economic status, physical and mental ability,
sexual orientation or gender identity.

ORINDA

Community Chunch

10 Irwin Way, Orinda | 925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org

“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life’s
Journey, you are welcome here!”

Sunday Service 10 am or join us online.
Mondays 9:30 am Centering Prayer in the Chapel
Wednesday 10 am Contemplative Worship in the Chapel

e

Lafayette-Orinda Presbytorian Church Presents:

FAITH

AT THE MOVIES

June 19 - September 4

T S P TR S8 T 1
g scemnes from
gful Bibls pitsages.

lopc.org/moyvies

In Person/Livestream Waorship at 10:00@.m.

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
24 Orinda Way (next to the Library)-925-254-4212
Sunday Services and Sunday School 10-11 am
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm

All are welcome
www.christianscienceorinda.org

QUR SAVIOR'S

HURCH

LU DAY SOUL FOSLIM |

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
An Open, Affirming & Loving Community
In-Person & Virtual service Sun. at 9:00 AM
If someone would like to be added to our Zoom invitation
please call 925-284-7420 or email cathy.w@stanselms.us
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, www.stanselms.us

WILLOWSPR)NG

Practical biblical teaching, contemporary
worship, come as you are.

www.willowspringchurch.com
1689 School St. Moraga | 925-376-3550

10:45 AM Sunday Service

St Stephen’s

Worshiping, Learning, Serving
www.ststephensorinda.org

Episcopal Church

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church

433 Moraga Way, Orinda, 254-3422
www.holyshepherd.org

ONLINE WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Facebook Premiere Community Worship
every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Go to
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/
WORSHIP SCHEDULE In person worship
at 9:30 a.m. Live stream on
facebook.com/HSLCOrinda/

Visit our website to access the current
and recent sermons.

Mosaga Valley Presbyberdan Chunch

mvpe

JOIN US SUNDAYS AT 9:30
INDOORS & ON THE PATIO

OR ONLINE AT MYPCTODAY.ORG
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SMC’s Chase Jones drafted by NOLA in Major League Rughy

By Jon Kingdon

With limited success, going
back to the 1930s, there have
been several attempts to create
a professional rugby league in
the United States. As a rule, ifa
college rugby player was look-
ing to play professionally, they
were forced to look overseas
where there were many op-
tions to choose from. Since
2018, Major League Rugby has
shown steady growth to a point
that there are now 13 teams,
and they recently held their
draft on TV.

In the last five years, Chase
Jones has been a mainstay on
the Saint Mary’s rugby team
and a top student in the class-
room, receiving two degrees —
an undergraduate degree in
business administration and
his master’s in business ad-
ministration.

“That was a real highlight
for me,” Jones said. “With
those degrees from Saint
Mary’s, I'm set for life. I was

able to enter into the graduate
program and a lot of my
classes crossed over so staying
the fifth year enabled me to
graduate with both degrees.”

Jones had a second dream
fulfilled on Aug. 18. That was
when he learned that he was
the fifth player taken overall in
the draft by the NOLA Gold
rugby team located in Metairie,
Louisiana (a suburb of New
Orleans). “I was watching the
draft with my family and bud-
dies,” Jones said. “It was unbe-
lievable to hear my name
called out. You don’t expect
anything like that to occur
even when you’ve been told it’s
going to happen. When it
comes to achieving the oppor-
tunity to pursue your dream, it
just didn’t seem real.”

There are many reasons
why someone begins to play a
sport like rughby. In Jones’ case,
it was because he was not a
good basketball player, and his
mother did not want him to
play football because she was

MIRAMONTE

MATADORS

Come join us at the Games

and enjoy food at Snack Shack
All kids through 8th grade get into the Home Games Free
(with an adult present)

2022 MATS FOOTBALL
GAME SCHEDULE

8/26
9/2
9/9
9/16
9/23

@ Berkeley
VS. Encinal
VS. Skyline
VS. Oakdale
VS. Mt Eden

Kelly Sopak Insurance Agcy Inc
Kelly Sopak, Agent

Insurance Lic#: 6006124
1Northwood Drive Suite 1
Orinda, CA 94563

Mon-Thurs 9:00am to 5:00pm
Fridays 9:00am to 4:30pm
Evenings & Weekends by Appt
Hablamos Espafiol

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

10/7 @ Northgate
10/14 VS. Benicia
10/21 @ Las Lomas
10/28 @ Acalanes
11/4 VS. Campolindo

I'm your one-stop shop for the service you deserve at a
price you want. Call me for surprisingly great rates and
Good Neighbor service right in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.’

Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants subject to State Farm” underwriting requirements.

o StateFarm’

concerned he would get
injured.

“I've been wanting to play
a professional sport ever since
I started playing sports,” said
Jones, who grew up in Davis,
Calif. “Growing up, I thought
about playing for the Sacra-
mento Kings or the 49ers. I
didn’t make the freshman bas-
ketball team and I needed to
play a sport because sports
have always provided a struc-
ture for my life,” Jones said. “I
saw a poster in the school hall-
way that said full contact
rugby and that’s how I found
out about it. 'm a sweetheart
but I enjoy using my strength
and being aggressive and I was
instantly hooked on the sport.”

Jones told his mother that
rugby was like soccer, and she
did not get to see him play un-
til his second season. “It was
then she saw her first game of
rughby,” Jones said. “At that
point, I was already head over
heels in love with the sport so
there was no way I was going
to let her tell me I couldn’t con-
tinue to do it, and the rest is
history.”

Jones played for Coach
Andy Malpas at Davis, which
was one of the few public
schools that had its own rughy
team. Jones played there his
first two years and then it
merged with Dixon High
School to become a premier
club team.

At that point, in picking a
college, fate and Jones’ father
intervened. “I was going to go
to Western Washington to play
Division 3 rughy, because they
were offering me more money
and I had had a really good
visit to their campus,” Jones
said. “My dad said that they
would help me out if I went to
Western Washington, but
would not pay the whole thing,
but if I went to Saint Mary’s,
they would pay the full tuition.
As a senior in high school, I ad-
mit I was pretty ignorant as to
the opportunities that were be-
ing presented at Saint Mary's.
My dad just helped me make
the right decision there.”

Saint Mary’s head coach
Tim O’Brien was not at all fa-
miliar with Jones at that point.
“Chase just showed up when
we were practicing and then
came to a match the next Sat-
urday and he then announced
that he was coming to Saint
Mary’s,” O’Brien said. “He felt
that this was a great spot for
him, with or without rughy.”

Jones was bit of a late

Chase Jones

bloomer, measuring 5’11” as a
freshman and growing to 6’4”
by his senior year though only
weighing 185. “Believe it or
not, 'm the runt of my family,”
Jones said. “My dad is 6’77, my
mom is 6’0”, my older brother
is 6’10” and my 16-year-old sis-
ter is 6’1. 'm 230 now so I am
the heaviest.”

How does one put on so
much weight in just a couple of
years? “Non-stop eating and
weight room work,” Jones said.
“My first two years at Saint
Mary’s, I put on 30 pounds of
muscle - I'm now about 230
and hope to be 240 beginning
my pro career.”

That may be only scratch-
ing the surface, according to
O’Brien: “With Chase, the
NOLA team has picked up a
kid that has an enormous up-
side and his ability to con-
tribute will be significant. He
still has room to grow, and he
won’t be maxed out for an-
other five or six years.”

In coming out for the
rughy team at Saint Mary’s,
Jones was soon to learn that
everyone was starting from
scratch with O’Brien. “Tim is

Surprisingly great rates

right around the corner.

not concerned with anyone’s
history,” Jones said. “What
matters is what you do with
the Saint Mary's white T-shirt
that has your last name on it.
He wants players who want to
be there and not to have to
drag someone over. Of course,
he was very encouraging and
once I got there, like everyone
else, he gave us everything we
needed. It was then that he put
us through the wringer making
us prove ourselves. Tim's been
incredibly influential in my
life.”

O’Brien came to appreciate
Jones as much off the field as
he did as a player. “Chase just
understands the game and
how it works and at times he
can be like a coach on the
field,” O’Brien said. “Plus, he
really understands, from going
to school here and paying the
tuition, the economics, and the
importance of his education.
That being said, he is comfort-

Photo Karen Drinkwater

able now to try and go out and
play pro rughy.”

In talking with rugby play-
ers at every level, the one word
that comes up consistently is
camaraderie. “At Saint Mary’s,
it was like we were a family,”
Jones said. “A lot of those boys
will be in my life forever. In
that environment, it makes it
so much easier for you to put
your body on the line for each
other. I'm definitely looking to
build that at NOLA.”

Jones, a lock flanker, is
currently rehabbing from a
shoulder injury suffered in the
Cal semifinal championship
game but still went back to
Louisiana for preliminary
work with the team. “It’s a
matter of learning the system
and the team and to create
some camaraderie so that we
can hit the ground running
rather than trying to figure
each other out right before the
season,” Jones said.

With all of the distractions
that went on the past few
years, O’Brien sees it in a way
that may help Jones’ pro ca-
reer. “Chase has not played a
lot of rugby the last few years
due to the pandemic and hav-
ing missed some games with
injuries so there is not a lot of
mileage on his body,” O’Brien
said.

Jones is already familiar
with some of his teammates
and there are a number of
Gaels on the various teams in
the league: “I played with
Aaron Matthews and Dino
Waldren at Saint Mary’s, and
they are on the NOLA team,
and I know a couple players in
the league,” Jones said. “Rugby
is a small, tight-knit commu-
nity. Eventually, everyone
knows everybody.”

In his time at Saint Mary’s,
there were undefeated seasons
though no national champi-
onships after those seasons
due to the coronavirus and this
year the team made it to the
national championship coming
up short against Army, though
Jones did not play due to his in-
jury. ... continued on Page C2
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Lamorinda girls volleyball teams look to continue their success
from last season
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Photo Ann Murphy

5 Amber Chu, 88 Nicole Tuszynski, 20 Kaylin Ishizu and in

front Kaitlyn Roach
By Jon Kingdon

Coming off last season where
Acalanes, Campolindo and Mi-
ramonte all made the playoffs,
each of their coaches are ap-
proaching the season with feel-
ings ranging from cautious op-
timism to outright confidence.
There has been mixed success
early as the teams are utilizing
the early non-league games to
work out the kinks and de-
velop the necessary chemistry
so vital in league play.
Miramonte

After head coach Leslie
Ray’s first season, the Mata-
dors were ranked 448th in the
state. With a 17-5 record last
season which included four
post-season victories, Mira-
monte concluded the season
ranked 91st in the state.

Despite the loss of six play-
ers that played big roles to
graduation, there are still a
number of key players that
have returned led by league
MVP and co-captain senior
Amber Chu, the team’s leading
scorer last season.

Along with Chu, there are
a number of last year’s back-
ups that have stepped up into
starting roles. Senior co-
captain Annika Blas-Cedeno
has moved from libero to the
front line along with seniors
Bella Yun and Kaitlyn Roach

and her sister, sophomore
Amanda who will play in the
middle.

Leading the defense is ju-
nior co-captain libero Nicole
Tuszynski and the om-
nipresent Chu and backup
libero senior Adriana Pureco.
“Nicole has stepped up in her
role as the libero and she runs
the back line,” Ray said.
“Everything goes through her,
and everyone gets out of the
way when she calls for the
ball.”

Last year’s setter Julia Berg
who led the team with 299 as-
sists last year is out this season
due to an injury so Kaylin
Ishizu, who was fourth on the
team in assists last season, will
be running the team’s offense.

After opening the season
with a loss to California, Mira-
monte rebounded with a 3-0
win over Berean Christian.
“Since that loss, we’ve been re-
ally going at it and I've been
breaking it down to make
them see and to remind them
how we had started off slowly
last year as well,” Ray said.
“We’ve learned to let that loss
go and move forward. Now it’s
building our team dynamics
with the same common goal -
making it out of the league
where everyone has gotten
better and more competitive.
We have a lot of work to do but

as long as we believe in what
we do and stick with our sys-
tem, we’ll be fine.”

The key for Ray is to have
everyone working together on
the court. “It’s a team sport but
when all those bits and pieces
get used on the court together,
that’s when it becomes spe-
cial,” Ray said. “If the girls
come together on the court, it
will be hard for any team to
beat us. If we play good de-
fense, we can play and out-
work any other team and that’s
our No. 1 goal.”

Having only played two
games so far (1-1), the Mata-
dors will be playing in the
Dougherty and Stockton tour-
naments later in the season.
Campolindo

This is the season that John
Vuong has been waiting for
since the onset of the COVID
crisis. Not only are the Cougars
a talented team but after two
years, there was finally a nor-
mal offseason. “This is the first
season without having to deal
with any aspect of the pan-
demic,” Vuong said. “There
were a lot of uncertainties as
to how the kids were develop-
ing and what their capabilities
would be the last two years.
Coming into the season, I know
what we have now and I'm
very happy with what we’ve
got and it’s just exciting.”

With a 4-2 record, Vuong is
particularly pleased with his
front line despite the losses of
Brittney Soun who opted to fo-
cus on beach volleyball and
sophomore Emily Knutson
who is out with a knee injury.
The group is led by senior
Charlotta Bell, sophomore
Aveya Stone and freshman
Makenna Crosson.

“This can be the best
group of pin hitters I’'ve had at
Campolindo,” Vuong said.
“Charlotta is one of the best if
not the best player in our
league and can play defense
and is a great passer. Aveya did
not play much her freshman
year due to an injury and has
shown she is going to be a big
contributor. Makenna’s the
only freshman on the team.
She has good height, has been
playing well and has a high
volleyball IQ.” (Crosson comes
by that honestly as her father
is the head coach of the
women’s volleyball team at the
University of California.)

The setters are seniors
Olivia Woo and Anna
Dendinger. “Olivia is a return-

ing starter and we converted
Anna to the setter position this
year and they will be running
the team this year.” Rachel An-
dre who played JV last season
should also see playing time
and gain experience for next
year.

Vuong is also counting on
the leadership of the team’s
captains, Wiseman, Dendinger,
and Bella Montero. “They’ve
been around the program for a
long time and understand our
culture so the underclassmen
really respect them,” Vuong
said.

With a competitive non-
league schedule, it’s a matter
of the team coming together.
“For us to be successful we
have to play every point like
it’s the last one and that’s the
mindset we have to operate
under,” Vuong said. “We’re just
trying to figure out the right
combinations. “We have what
it takes to be competitive and
successful. They just need to
learn how to play with the
player next to them. I'm very
excited for this year and the
future is great with the under-
classmen we have coming up.”

The 4-2 Cougars will learn
where they stand nationally by
competing in the Durango Fall
Classic (Las Vegas) on Sept. 16
and 17. The tournament will
be made up of 64 teams, most
of whom are ranked nationally
with each team playing 4 to 8
games over the two-day
period.

Acalanes

For the first time in her
four years at Acalanes, head
coach Haley Walsh has a roster
that has been coached exclu-
sively by her and her staff. “It’s
been good getting to this point
and knowing that everything
you taught them is instilled in
their play,” Walsh said. “Many
of them have been playing to-
gether for as long as six years
with high school and club
teams so you can tell they're
very comfortable and trust
each other.”

With a 6-5 record, the
strength of the team is in the
front line which has a lot of
depth with Ryann Jones (59
kills), Katelyn Olin (50 kills),
Hanna Hageboeck (39 kills),
MaeLin Mason (35 kills), and
Apple Walton (15 kills).

“We really try to push run-
ning the right side in the mid-
dle as much as we can so that
the outsides don’t have as
many blockers in front of

them,” Walsh said. “They’re all
really strong hitters along with
Ava Bunton who also has been
working on outside who will
be a great addition as she con-
tinues to learn from the play-
ers ahead of her.”

At this point of the season,
the goal is to figure out which
lineup provides the most
chemistry and togetherness
and who can be relied on the
most on offense, defense, serv-
ing and other skills. “We've
been focusing on running a lot
of plays now that we’re com-
fortable with the girls and like-
wise, which we hadn’t been
able to do in the past,” Walsh
said.

Walsh has been running a
6-2 offense with two setters se-
nior Mara Korzeniowska and
sophomore Emma Seelen-
bacher. “Both of them are do-
ing very well so we’ve been
able to get more hitters in,”
Walsh said. “Emma is also new
to the sport, but her raw poten-
tial is phenomenal. It’s just a
matter of her trusting in her
skills because she is a good set-
ter, and the players enjoy hit-
ting off her.”

Senior Georgia Winkles is
the veteran on defense and is
joined by juniors Mika Bocobo
and Ava Bunton. “Georgia led
the team last year in digs,”
Walsh said. “We expect strong
numbers out of Mika who has
elevated her game in making
the transition to the varsity.”
Backup libero Jade Profilio,
Jones and Hageboeck will also
be factors on defense.

Lyanne Wang, after suffer-
ing a broken hand last season,
is the starting libero. “Lyanne
and Jade Profilio have been
dominant in the back row in as
either liberos or defensive spe-
cialists,” Walsh said.

It’s the little things that
Walsh is looking to address.
“We’re looking forward to get-
ting better in closing out our
matches,” Walsh said. “Last
season we were not good fin-
ishing. We’ve really been em-
phasizing following all the way
through on all of the points in
every game and in each match.
This is such a great, goofy
group so sometimes it’s hard
for them to concentrate or rein
it in. But if we can focus, we’ve
proven that we’re a strong
team that will keep up with the
top teams.”

SMC’s Chase Jones drafted by NOLA in Major League Rughy

.. continued from Page C1

Still, the ultimate highlight for
Jones was not the end result
but the process in getting
there.

“The biggest takeaway that
I'll keep with me for the rest of
my life was embracing the suf-
fering,” Jones said. “If you
want to be really good at some-

thing, you’re going to have to
go through the hardest strug-
gles and you’re going to have
to just put your head down
and say, ‘You know what? I'm
going to get through it.” Tim
taught us how to control our
body when we were suffering
the most, pushing us all to the
point where we were on the
side of the hill thinking we’re

going to be sick, feeling dehy-
drated and physically ex-
hausted. But we were with our
brothers, and it just shows that
support through hard times
creates a bond that is
unbreakable.”

O’Brien did not argue the
point. “There is a bit of shared
suffering for sure,” O’Brien
said. “Chase is one of those

guys that’s all about it. He had
some days when he needed
support and wanted to under-
stand what was occurring. As
long as he was clear as to why
we were doing things a certain
way, he was fine.”

It’s never easy for a coach
to lose a player of Chase’s cal-
iber to graduation. “Chase’s
graduating is a big loss for us,

both as a player and as a per-
son,” O’Brien said. “I will miss
his personality and his contri-
butions on and off the field.
You could see playing is a joy
for him and he is a good dude
to be around.”

Submit stories and story ideas to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com
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Rototilling

% Ken's Rototilling
ﬁ_ « 4 W/D Tractors
- « Hillside Weed Cutting
« Mowing - Discing « Rototilling
« Brush Removal Abatement
To Fire Dept Regulations
Free estimates! 925-938-9836

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491
www.kensrototilling.com

| House Cleaning |

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Custom Quahty Fencing

TEERENS

RFDWOOD FENCING

i[, | 925-938-9836

. Good Nelghbor Fence

= Deer Fencing

» Picket/Split Rail

* RV Gates

« Trellis and Arbors

» Retaining Walls

* Insurance/Storm Repairs

licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

Structural Repairs

Since 1989
Alameda Engineering
DRAINAGE SYSTEMS
RETAINING WALLS
FOUNDATIONS
UNDERPINNING
LANDSLIDE REPAIRS
510-537-6550

General Engineering Contractors
Lic. # 562641
alamedaengineering@comcast.net
alameda-engineering.com

$15 per 1/2” classified ad height. Email to:

classified@lamorindaweekly.com

Fencing and More

_f Quetzal Handyman

! NO JOBTOO SMALL

Electrical, plumbing,
I concrete, driveways & more...
Please call Carlos Toledo
510-689-7490

Rusty Nails Handyman Service

Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

Mr. Fix-it Handyman
Call Tony 925-497-3741

Java Fence (925) 957 1628
Decks, Hog Wire, Arbors,
Stairs, Trellis, Deer Fence,

Chicken coop, Green house

CCL 880556, Free Est

WE HOP TOIT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com
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Thousands converge downtown for Orinda Classic Car Show

Lining Avenida
De Orinda and
Orinda Way in
Orinda, the
annual Orinda
Classic Car
Show featured
some 175
American and
European cars
and trucks,
many with of
their hoods
open so that
their engines
could be

. closely
inspected by
the curious.
The always
popular event
also provided
entertainment,
such as the
singing duet
Colette and
Vivian, who

¥ perform as
“Biggie
Smalls,” seen

« here belting it
out on the bed
of a classic
pickup truck.
The show was
a bhig attraction
for families of
all kinds,
including the
“stroller
hounds” and
their mom, a
Photos Jeff Heyman show-stopping
favorite.
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MARK BELLINGHAM
PAINTING

HIRE A LOCAL NAME YOU
CAN TRUST

925-247-0092

MarkBellinghamPainting.com

Interior & Exterior Painting Deck & Fence Restoration
Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinet Painting Dry Rot Repair
Light Carpentry Drywall Repair

For a Quick Preliminary Estimate
Email Photos of Project to:
Office@MarkBellinghamPainting.com

See our Reviews on NextDoor, Houzz & YELP

Local Business Owner - Since 1985 - Licensed & Insured

Ormda (3 Lowest Gas Prices

22 Bryant Way - Next to Casa Orinda

Mon -Sat5am-12 am;
Sun6am-11pm

Consign & Desigm.

Shop Orinda! 5*:-‘!
At the NEW and LIKE NEW
Consignment Store Boutique

To advertise on
Shop Orinda call
925.377.0977

Zamboni’s

PIZZA COMPANY

1 Camino Sobrante
(925) 254-2800

We’re right across the street from
Orinda Safeway!

Thin Crust &
Deep Dish Pizza

Delicious Pizza, Calzones, Salad
and Cold Drinks

Slices at Lunch (11am - 4pm)

We're Open Everyday: 11am - 9pm

Call for takeout
or
FREE Local Delivery ($20 minimum)

Stop by for your
next favorite

book
Serving Lamorinda since 1976
Books,

Gifts & Music

276 Village Square,
Orinda

INDA 925 -254-7606
KS

www.orindabooks.com
Open Mon. - Sat., 10:00 - 5:00

Park Place‘%‘

WEALTH ADVISORS, INC
A Registered Investment Advisor
e Retirement & Income Planning e Estate Planning
e Charitable Planning ¢ Educational Funding
401K Rollover Specialists
18 Orinda Way, Orinda ® 925-254-7766

Registered Principals with and Securities offered through Securities America, Inc.
Member FINRA, SIPC. Park Place Wealth Advisors Inc. and Securities America are separate entities
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

Some like it hot!

Photos Cynthia Brian
Bougainvillea thrives in hot weather.

By Cynthia Brian

“What dreadful hot weather we have. It keeps
one in a continual state of inelegance.” ~ Jane
Austen

In July 1808 when Jane Austen was 33, the
Central England Temperature series which
dates back to 1659, recorded the second hottest
month on record with temperatures around
the country reaching between 97-105 degrees.
Following this oppressive heat wave, a thun-
derstorm so violent that hail stones were up to
a foot long, destroyed structures, and killed

people and livestock.

I normally adore hot weather. In the past,
was one of those people that liked it hot. Then
Labor Day weekend 2022 happened! Wow!
Throughout the many years that I've lived in
Lamorinda, I don’t recall a time when temper-
atures reached 109. Friends in Southern Cali-
fornia reported temperatures of 119 degrees.
This excessive heat strained the power grids as
people attempted to keep cool.

Throughout the United States and the
world, horrific environmental tragedies are oc-
curring including floods, fires, droughts,
famines, heat waves, disappearing glaciers,
and so much more with global warming and
climate change accelerating. Scientists at UCLA
and elsewhere are predicting a mega-storm in
California in the next few decades that will be
unlike anything anyone has ever experienced.
They are calling it “the other BIG ONE” as it
will be as destructive, deadly, and costly as any
earthquake dumping over 100 inches of pre-
cipitation in non-stop atmospheric rivers
throughout the state.

Yet today, suffering from extended heat
and water scarcity, viewing our parched gar-
dens, it’s hard to imagine a winter super
storm. As a lover of nature and Goddess Gar-
dener, I am acutely aware of the crisis we face.
It is prudent to prepare.

I am watering twice a week, less than the
district water mandate of thrice per week. As I
do my best to never waste a drop of H20, buck-
ets are maintained in showers and sinks, sprin-
Klers have been checked, leaking valves re-
paired, my garden has been mulched, trigger
nozzles are attached to every hose, and the dri-
veway and patio are swept. Despite these
earnest efforts, the month has been challeng-
ing to keep landscaping alive.

You are not alone if your lawn is brown

Wednesday, September 14, 2022

Simple steps to an orgnaized home

read on Page D4

and crunchy. Mine is as well. I suggest apply-
ing enough water to keep the roots alive. When
the rains come this winter (and let’s pray we
get them without the torrential atmospheric
rivers that we experienced last season), and
with a bit of fertilizer later in the fall, your
lawn will bounce back. It is ugly now, so pa-
tience is required. If you are tired of battling
growing a beautiful green lawn in a drought,
make sure to contact the water district as there
are rebates for replacing turf with sustainable,
drought-resistant landscaping.

... continued on Page D12

A

The deep throat of the naked lady will wither
in the heat.
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VLATKA BATHGATE

IF 1 HAD A BUYER FOR YOUR
HOME WOULD YOU SELL IT?
Call me at 925 597 1573

Vlatka@BestLamorindaHomes.com

CalBRE#01390784
HOOn el @ Lamorinda home sales recorded

i Last ted Lowest amount igh
VLATKA GETS RESULTS ALL OVER THE EAST BAY T e
MORAGA 12 $520,000 $2,515,000
FOR SALE ORINDA 9 $400,000 $2,850,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oakland real estate information company. Sale prices are computed
from the county transfer tax information shown on the deeds that record at close of escrow and are published five
to eight weeks after such recording. This information is obtained from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

LAFAYETTE

125 Bacon Court, $1,765,000, 3 Bdrms, 2453 SqFt, 1976 YrBlt, 07-25-22

3310 Beechwood Drive, $1,258,000, 2 Bdrms, 872 SqFt, 1942 YrBlt, 08-02-22

940 Dewing Avenue #C, $825,000, 2 Bdrms, 1260 SqFt, 1982 YrBlt, 07-28-22,
Previous Sale: $160,000, 04-01-88

983 Hawthorne Drive, $1,375,000, 3 Bdrms, 1278 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 08-01-22,
Previous Sale: $725,000, 05-07-09

20 Hidden Valley Road, $1,725,000, 2 Bdrms, 2001 SqFt, 1949 YrBlt, 08-05-22

1510 Huston Road, $655,000, 2 Bdrms, 844 SqFt, 1947 YrBlt, 07-26-22
Offered at $2, 595 000 www. 32L0maVlStaDl‘-C0m 3 Joplin Court, $1,585,000, 4 Bdrms, 1742 SqFt, 1964 YrBlt, 08-03-22

837 Las Trampas Road, $2,861,000, 4 Bdrms, 3569 SqFt, 1996 YrBlt, 08-05-22
- - - T — 1030 Lindsey Court, $1,975,000, 4 Bdrms, 2003 SqFt, 1953 YrBlt, 08-02-22

- = " R : e R 4 3353 South Lucille Lane, $1,750,000, 3 Bdrms, 1847 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 07-25-22,
Previous Sale: $1,200,000, 07-09-18

3241 Marlene Drive, $761,000, 2 Bdrms, 1160 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 07-29-22

1409 Meadowlark Court, $2,125,000, 4 Bdrms, 2974 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 08-04-22

1259 Redwood Lane, $8,810,000, 6 Bdrms, 6453 SqFt, 1986 YrBlt, 07-27-22,
Previous Sale: $6,500,000, 07-12-17

3568 Silver Springs Road, $1,795,000, 3 Bdrms, 1650 SqFt, 1955 YrBlt, 07-25-22,
Previous Sale: $925,000, 04-16-09

3378 Springhill Road, $1,710,000, 5 Bdrms, 2636 SqFt, 1985 YrBlt, 08-05-22,
Previous Sale: $48,000, 07-01-79

1755 Toyon Road, $3,350,000, 5 Bdrms, 4861 SqFt, 2005 YrBlt, 08-01-22,
Previous Sale: $2,500,000, 09-23-08

28 Warwick Court, $2,305,000, 3 Bdrms, 2395 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 08-03-22

MORAGA

5 Brandt Drive, $2,350,000, 4 Bdrms, 3113 SqFt, 1986 YrBlt, 08-05-22,
Previous Sale: $480,000, 09-01-86

5 Camelford Court, $2,000,000, 3 Bdrms, 1462 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 08-01-22,
Previous Sale: $1,285,000, 06-16-21

1481 Camino Peral, $730,000, 2 Bdrms, 1265 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 07-26-22

67 Corte Del Sol, $1,576,000, 4 Bdrms, 1946 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 07-26-22,
Previous Sale: $133,500, 12-01-78

6 Cortes Court, $1,550,000, 3 Bdrms, 1760 SqFt, 1961 YrBIt, 07-25-22

13 Doral Drive, $1,340,000, 2 Bdrms, 2142 SqFt, 1978 YrBlt, 08-05-22,

Offered at $1,199, 000 WWW. 39BarbaraRd com Previous Sale: $740,000, 08-05-10

VLATKA CAN HELPYOUWITH BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME. ... continued on Page D13
WWW.BESTLAMORINDAHOMES.COM

©2022 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal
Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304

32 LOMAVISTA DR, ORINDA
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ADAM HAMALIAN

925.708.5630
DRE# 01917597

CAROLYN WAY

= ad

925.890.4115
DRE# 00947460

JANE & DAVE SMITH

925.998.1914

DRE# 01476506/02105225

JOY WIEHN

4153771884
DRE# 02047712

KAAREN BRICKMAN

925.351.5049
DRE# 01932119

LAUREN DEAL
HURLBUT TEAM

925.876.4671

DRE#02060294

1040 UPPER HAPPY VLY RD., LAFAYETTE
CALL FOR INFORMATION
KAAREN BRICKMAN | 925.351.5049

S.HUTCHENS/A.HAMALIAN | 925.212.7617

BRYAN HURLBUT | 925.383.5500

830 BROADMOOR COURT, LAFAYETTE

L. LEGLER & E. TYSON | 925.286.1244

LISA TICHENOR

925.285.1093

DRE# 01478540

CALDER LANE,

JUST LISTED

OFFERED AT $1,895,000

ACTIVE

\ &

OFFERED AT $1,429,000

SOLD FOR $1,350,000

WALNUT CREEK

107 MORAGA WAY, ORINDA

LORI LEGLER

e
£
)
| o

925.286.1244
DRE# 00805732

l
¢

ol

810 MARIPOSA ROAD, LAFAYETTE
CALL FOR INFORMATION

TINA FRECHMAN | 925.915.0851

JUST LISTED

- E
r T Tl o,

3387 MORAGA BLVD., LAFAYETTE

178 LUDELL DRIVE, WALNUT CREEK

OFFERED AT $1,699,000
SMITH HOMES TEAM | 925.998.1914

PENDING

W,

22 IRVING LANE, ORINDA
OFFERED AT $1,375,000
MATT MCLEOD | 925.464.6500

SOLD FOR $1,000,000

[

DON & PAMELA COLOMBANA 925.878.8047

MATT MCLEOD

=

]

925.464.6500
DRE# 01310057

PAMELA & DON
COLOMBANA

925.878.8047
DRE# 01979180/01979181

RUTH EDDY

925.788.5449

DRE# 01313819

911 ANITA COURT, LAFAYETTE
CALL FOR INFORMATION
S.HUTCHENS/A.HAMALIAN | 925.212.7617

JUST LISTED

o i

1620 RUSSELL STREET, BERKELEY

RUTH EDDY | 925.788.5449

128 VIA JOAQUIN, MORAGA

JILL BALAZS | 925.804.0200

510.506.1351

DRE#01180260

1100 DANFORTH LANE, WALNUT CREEK
OFFERED AT $1,695,000
KAAREN BRICKMAN | 925.351.5049

PENDING

OFFERED AT $999,000

SOLD - REPRESENTED BUYER
-

r

SOLD FOR $940,000

925.212.7617
DRE# 01320608

BRYAN HURLBUT

925.383.5500
DRE# 01347508

CHERYL HATA

510.912.5882

DRE# 013859346

JILL BALAZS

925.804.0200

DRE# 02038791

JULIE DEL SANTO
BROKER/OWNER

925.818.5500
DRE# 01290985

KELLY WOOD

925.381.7172

DRE# 01931711

SHELLEY RUHMAN SHERRY HUTCHENS TINA FRECHMAN

925.915.0851
DRE# 01970768
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What does it mean to have an organized home, really?
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By Jennifer Raftis, CPO, Certified
Professional Organizer

When you think of organized spaces, do you
immediately have visions of neat and tidy
items lined up perfectly in matching contain-
ers on shelves? If your home doesn’t look
like these picture perfect, Pinterest-worthy
images, does that mean that your home is not
organized?

Maybe and maybe not!

The truth is that an organized space actu-
ally has nothing to do with looking perfectly
neat or tidy; that's just a bonus. The question
is, does your space function efficiently for
you? Efficiency does matter!

I describe “being organized” as being
able to find an item when you need it. It’s
that simple. Think about what happens when
you can’t find an item (a really important
item) ... frustration, stress, aggravation. Now
think about how you feel when you are able
to retrieve it immediately - life is so much
easier — game changer! Once you understand
the concept of being organized, it will pro-
duce a gratifying sense of calm and clarity.

Every item in your home needs to have a
designated place where it is stored.

A place for everything and everything in
its place (turns out that Grandmother really
did know best).

Whether it’s a single item or a category of
items, you can become more organized by
following a few simple guidelines:

Every item in your home has to have a
designated place where it is stored and
everyone must know the location. A good ex-
ample is your kitchen. Think about the
plates, glasses and silverware. Everyone in
the home knows where to find and put back

Photos provided

these items and they never get lost (except
when your teenager leaves a plate under the
bed). Kitchen storage is fairly straightfor-
ward, but other items tend to get randomly
stuffed wherever you have space in your
home - and then you can’t find them when
you need them again.

Store items in a location close to where
you use them. In most cases, this is obvious
as you probably wouldn’t keep tools in the
bathroom or toilet paper in the kitchen.

Store items in direct relation to the fre-
quency of use. Anything you use often
should get the best real estate.

Frequently used items should be easy to
reach. If you want your kids to put back their
clothes or toys, is it easy? If the dresser draw-
ers are overstuffed with clothes, kids won’t
be able to easily put clothes away, which is
often why they are left on the floor. With
young kids, it can be helpful to have pictures
on the bins or drawers where the items be-
long. Labeling storage can be helpful for
adults too.

If you want your kids to pick up their
clothes or toys, make it easy.

Common pitfalls to organizing

As a professional organizer, I have found
many common ways people getting hung up
trying to get organized: You buy lots of con-
tainers (because it’s fun and they are cute)
before you measure or even know what
quantity you are storing; you purchase the
same item again and again because you can’t
find it — this is a good sign that you need to
designate its “home;” you shop because it
feels good (retail therapy) but already have
too much of that item (clothes?); or you pur-
chase every organizing book and latch onto
phrases like “only touch it once” or “keep it
only if it sparks joy” in hopes it will change
your life forever..

Staying organized

Overbuying can be the biggest downfall
to staying organized. Being mindful of your
shopping can be helpful. Ask yourself these
questions before you hit the purchase but-
ton:

Do I really need this item? (Remember
that you are the only person that can answer
the question, “Do I have too much?”) Do I
have room for this item? If you can’t close
your dresser drawers or it’s hard to fit an-
other shirt in your closet, can you remove
some items first? Chaotic spaces can cause a

lot of stress. Where will this item live? Many
of my clients like to shop at Costco (hoping to
save money), but if Costco quantities do not
fit in your house or cause your space to be
overcrowded, it might not be as important to
save a couple of bucks. Another example is
large holiday décor; make sure you have the
room to store it because it is being stored for
11 months.

Anytime you bring an item into your
home, it can be helpful to know the answers
to these questions in order to decide if you
really want the responsibility of owning it.

Whether or not you have too much, not
enough, or just the right amount of stuff, if
you know where to find it, you are orga-
nized. Congratulations!

Professional Organizer, Jen-
nifer Raftis, CPO® founded
Efficiency Matters, LLC to
help you with all of your or-
ganizing needs for your
home and business. She is a
Certified Professional Orga-
nizer and an active board
member with NAPO, Na-
tional Association of Produc-
tivity and Organizing Profes-
sionals.

She is also an independent
representative for The Con-
tainer Store and has exper-
tise in designing closets,
garages, pantries, playrooms
and more. In addition, she is
a Corporate Organizing and Productivity Consultant and
has worked with Fortune 500 companies across the U.S.
Another large part of her business is move management
especially working with seniors who are downsizing. She
and her husband have lived in Moraga for 30 years, rais-
ing 3 kids and working countless volunteer hours with
many local non-profit organizations and schools. Jen-
nifer@efficiencymattersllc.com,

925-698-3756 www.efficiencymattersllc.com




Orindawoods

4 bd|2.5 ba| 2437 sqft |.97 ac|$2,195,000

Rarely available, single level home on a gorgeous nearly one
acre lot perfectly situated on top of a knoll at the end of the
cul-de-sac with incredible views of Mt. Diablo in the sought

after area of Orindawoods. Built by Harold Smith.

—=(CLARKTHOMPSON=—"

REAL ESTATE BROKER
VILLAGE ASSOCIATES

CALBRE# 00903367

Office: 925-998-7898 | ct@clarkthompson.com

www.clarkthompson.com AR A




Just Sold

3349 Golden Rain #13, Walnut Creek
Represented Seller
2 Beds / 2 Baths / $760,000

Available

5220-5231 Miles Ave

Duplex plus a Cottage and an organic garden

Two 1,500 sq ft units and a 750 sq ft cottage

Ideal location on the Rockridge/Temescal border.
Both structures have large unfinished basements -
opportunity for value-add.

- = g
g P oo

Thinking of buying or selling, let’s talk

When you’re considering a move in Lamorinda and beyond, I've got plenty of options.
Contact me today!

Dave Schurhoff

925.997.9569
dave.schurhoff@compass.com
www.daveschurhoff.com
DRE#: 01834201

DAVE
SCHURHOFF

COMPASS



24 Orchard Road, Orinda

4119 sq.ft. 1.02 acres
6 beds 4.5 baths
$3,775,000

www.240rchardRd.com

Shannon Conner
925.980.3829

shannon@shannonconner.com

f www.shannonconner.com

DRE# 01885058

Molly Smith
415.309.1085
molly@mollyslist.com
www.mollyslist.com / @mollyslist
DRE# 01498053

AFFOCEIATES




CLASSICAL LUXURY IN PIEDMONT

199 Lafayette Avenue, Piedmont
3BD | 4.5BA| 4,583 sq. ft.
Offered for $5,950,000

199Lafayette.com

RENTENSPACE

Aeare It Yaurerlf & Saes

ELEGANCE IN MONTCLAIR
6041 Fairlane Drive, Oakland
3BD | 3BA| 3,451 sq. ft.
Offered for $2,850,000
6041Fairlane.com

Ann Newton Cane Golden
415.999.0253 Gate
a.newtoncane@ggsir.com - and 'r.1r.:| 495 Morsgs Bd, Ste |
Lic.#02084093 Sotheby’s Cr cadl for an appointment (925) 643-2026

w5 g T
Each Franchise Is Independently Owned And Operated. INTERNATIONAL REALTY e, L ALPEE S

Fi 4 HI‘ITH II SELECT UMITS
UFFER EADS SEPTEMBER 20TH

Miller & Schroeder | millerandschroeder.com

Traci Miller

DRE 01038042
925.255.4370
traci.miller@compass.com

Erin Schroeder . . .
a DRE 02025712 Thinking about selling your home?
I 925.282.9993 Give us a call.

erin.schroeder@compass.com

JUST LISTED

239 vy Drive, Orinda
4 Bedroom | 2 Bath | 2113 + SQ FT | Offered at $1,795,000

Compuss is a real estate broker licensed by the Stcte of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527365 / 01997075. All material presented herein is i tended fo nfo mational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not < @ M P A S S
erified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate.




YOUR CB ORINDA
REALTORS:
LAURA ABRAMS
BEV ARNOLD
EMILY BAHN
MARAM BATA
VLATKA BATHGATE
ALBERT BERNARDO
NANCY BOOTH
ROBERT BROWN
ROBERTA CALDERON
TONY CONTE

KELLY CRAWFORD
ASAD DURRANI

COLIN ELBASANI
JOANNE FISHMAN
LANA FITZPATRICK

ERIN FLEMING
SUZANNE GEOFFRION
JEFF GILLETT

SORAYA GOLESORKHI
HANK HAGMAN
ANDREA HARRIS
MARGARET HARTWELL
PETER HATTERSLEY
MICHELLE HOLCENBERG
WENDY HOLCENBERG
OMAR KHAN

SHELLIE KIRBY
MEREDITH LINAMEN
MARY BETH MACLENNAN
CHRISTINA MCCORMICK
MARSHA MCCRAE
MICHELE MCKAY
PEYMAN MOSHREF
TERRY MURPHY
AUDREY NEALE

NIKKI NESTAL

BRUCE NEWMAN

DIANE PETEK
MARGARET PRICE
SUSAN SCHLICHER
CATHY SCHULTHEIS
JOEL SHEIMAN
MELANIE SNOW

TOM STACK

TED STREETER

BO SULLIVAN

NORLA TORRES-TURNEY
LINDA VAN DRENT
TERRI BATES WALKER
GREG WATKINS

JERRY WENDT

FRANK WOODWARD
JUNE YOUNG

ANA ZIMMANK

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

G3 COLDWELL BANKER REALTY

Orinda Orinda

$5,750,000

Gated Private Glorietta Estate on 8.14 acres with a custom build by the original owner has everything you could want in

a home! Pool, tennis court, flat areas for play and entertaining, 8,514 square feet and an indoor gymnasium-racket ball
court. Potential for subdivison of additional parcels.

510.697.3225 25rusticway.com

233 Village Gate Rd 2,395,000
Stunning Orindawoods townhome with 4 bedrooms, 2.5
baths remodeled throughout. Private deck with serene
views.

925.324.0405
Lic#01373412

Laura Abrams Lic#01272382  Michelle Holcenberg

holcenberg.com

Walnut Creek

Orinda

308 Rheem Blvd  $1,895,000
Fabulous expanded rancher on an acre with an amazing
private fenced rear yard, large enough to add a pool and

19 Candlestick Rd  $1,895,000

Sophisticated Architect designed Contemporary home
with views, outdoor entertaining, flat lawn and located on a

1349 Running Springs Rd, #7, $629,000
Elegant 2BR/1BA custom remodel in Rossmoor! Tree-lined
views from every window. High-end finishes throughout!

cul-de-sac. still play soccer! Large open balcony plus a fabulous enclosed sunroom. Must see!
Laura Abrams 510.697.3225 Laura Abrams 510.697.3225 Mary Beth MacLennan 925.324.6246
19candlestick.com Lic#01272382  308rheemblvd.com Lic#01272382 1349runningspringsroad7.com Lic#01480008

Lafayette

ol
1456 Rancho View Dr  $3,295,000
A home for all seasons is available for the first time in 30 years! Enjoy gorgeous views of the Carquinez Straits from the pool deck while entertaining friends and family or close the gate
and disappear into your private, secluded and airy retreat. The kitchen is spacious and designed to please any avid cook, while bringing the outdoors in through the generous great
room. The primary en-suite was redesigned to create a sanctuary with an incredible spa-like bath. Outdoors, the pool & spa take in stunning views as a fountain gurgles, adding to the
peaceful ambiance. Majestic oaks, the jewels of the property, arch their limbs and mature redwoods line the property. Olives, figs and plum trees fill the orchard.
5 Beds | 4 baths | 3,853 Sq. Ft. | 39,910 lot
925.998.5599 kellycrawfordhomes.com

Kelly Crawford Team Lic#01327015

Coldwell Banker Orinda
5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925-253-4600

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. Real
estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Realty are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2020 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned
offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. &



ORINDAWOODS
BEAUTY

4 bed | 2.5 bath | 2,786 sq ft
Offered at $2,395,000

Stunning Orindawoods townhome entirely remodeled with

top-of-the-line finishes throughout. Gourmet chef's kitchen

with vaulted ceiling and great room. Spa-like primary bath.
Private deck with serene views. Not to be missed.

.

VIEWS FOR DAYS

4 bed, 2 bath, 2,474 sq ft

Gorgeous views from this Corliss-
area ranch home with pool and
oversized family room perfect for
1_._-:;.'7 4 entertaining. Centrally located close
* 3 to top schools, shopping and the
park. A great spot to escape the heat.

"

36 Greenfield Drive, Moraga . =

Both homes open Sep. 18, 1-4 p.m.
www.holcenberg.com

L

Michelle Holcenberg

CB Top 100 East/North Bay Region

michelle@holcenberg.com
925-324-0405
BRE #01373412

B3 corowerL aarier

©2022 Coldwell Banker. All Rights-Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Goldwell Banker,logosiare trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is
comprised.of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy'Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The
Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the-Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportufity Act. CalRE #01908304

LENOXHOMES

2 BED + 2 BATH + WALKABLE TO DOWNTOWN
PRICED FROM $1.3 M'S | MOVE IN READY

11

=

OF DOWNTOWN WALNUT CREEK
LARGE SINGLE LEVEL WITH SWEEPING VIEWS.

(877) 678-3370

LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR FINANCING OPTIONS

4.50%
INTEREST RATE

(4.621% APR)

30-year fixed

STEPS TO WORLD CLASS SHOPPING AND RESTAURANTS.

Specifications could subsequently change due to the unavailability of certain materials, which in that case, would
be replaced with materials of equal or better value. Lenox Homes reserves the right to modify colors, alter floor
plans, and change specifications or prices without prior notice or obligation. Renderings are the artist's conception
and are not precise representations of the final building and residence interiors. All room dimensions and square
footage has shown are approximate and will vary slightly from home to home and from the approved set of plans.
The selection of options and upgrades is limited according to the stage of construction at the time of purchase.




TUTerd po like n Gock v

BANK OF THE WEST STAGE T
Saturday, September 17

10:30am - 12:00pm  Michaela Sasner, Bridget Boyle & Co. m C

12:30pm - 2:00pm  Kyle Athayde Dance Party for a weekend of
2:30pm - 4:30pm Big Jangle g re at

5:00pm - 7:00pm Spazmatics m us | C

Sunday, September 18

11:00am - 12:30pm  Maroon Vibes
1:00pm - 3:00pm ZEPOP!

OLDWEL 3:30pm - 6:00pm Sun Kings

EAMKER
REALTY

BEE rO7 500

510-282-4420 M4 DRE#01330081

terri@terribateswalker.com w terribateswalker.com E COLDWELL BANKER REALTY
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Digging Deep with Goddess Gardener, Cynthia Brian

Some like it hot!

Despite the high temperatures, the garden is restful yet colorful.

... continued from Page D1

Proven Winners has just asked me to trial two of their newest devel-
opments,

Estrellita Little Star™ Bouvardia and Chicklet™ Orange Trumpet
Bush. I am always thrilled to test any new cultivar but because of the
heat, I've asked them to not send the plant samples for a couple of weeks
until the weather, hopefully, is cooler. If you are waiting to transplant,
my suggestion is to postpone putting anything in the ground until the
days are nippier, nights are warm, and rain is on the horizon. I currently
have four big containers consisting of two avocado trees, a banana tree,
and a red rose that need to be moved to their forever spot, yet I dare not
attempt to replant them now. Last spring, I transplanted three avocado
trees which perished during the summer heat even though I was atten-
tive. Trees take three to five years to acclimate to their new environs.
Timing the transition is tricky, yet imperative.

My “hot” news is that my first children’s picture book, “No Barnyard
Bullies,” based on true stories from growing up on a farm and adopting
and rehoming animals, is published. I will be selling and autographing
the first edition at the Pear and Wine Festival at Moraga Commons Park
in the Be the Star You Are!® booth on Saturday, Sept. 24 from 11-3 p.m.
Proceeds will benefit the arts, culture, and literacy charity empowering
women, families, and youth. Our gratitude to Lamorinda Weekly and
MB Jessee Painting for sponsoring the booth. Hope to see you there. For
more information, visit Events at https://www.bethestaryouare.org.

In this late summer weather, we may feel inelegant and perhaps a

' ES - W

These containers are waiting to be transplanted once the rains begin.

bit dreadful. It’s hot, hot, hot. But it could be worse ... like a flash flood
or hail stones as big as a foothall. Stay cool, hydrated, and shaded.

L 3 PR T Sy, |
Sl e o T £
This sedum in bloom resembles pink shooting stars. Photos Cynthia Brian
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Buying and Selling
in Lamorinda
Is an Exciting Process

Lamorinda home sales recorded - | You need a real estate agent that
.. continued from Page D2 -y not only provides the confidence
] ' of experience and proven results,
Moraga ... continued A : but also a sensitivity to the process,

144 Draeger Drive, $1,500,000, 4 Bdrms, 2181 SqFt, 1958 YrBlt, 07-25-22
61 Hardie Drive, $1,732,500, 4 Bdrms, 2449 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 08-04-22,
Previous Sale: $2,475,000, 02-08-22

115 Merion Terrace, $1,389,000, 3 Bdrms, 1819 SqFt, 1987 YrBlt, 07-28-22

1850 School Street, $2,515,000, 5 Bdrms, 2628 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 08-01-22

800 Villa Lane #3, $520,000, 2 Bdrms, 952 SqFt, 1968 YrBlt, 07-28-22

14 Warfield Drive, $1,625,000, 4 Bdrms, 2441 SqFt, 1972 YrBlt, 07-29-22
ORINDA

listening to and addressing client
needs every step of the way.

Jennie Swan is that agent.

Call today to schedule your
Free Market Evaluation

63 Ardilla Road, $1,710,000, 4 Bdrms, 2276 SqFt, 1946 YrBIt, 08-03-22,
Previous Sale: $1,190,000, 02-25-14 J EN N I E SWAN
57 Bobolink Road, $1,975,000, 3 Bdrms, 2055 SqFt, 1950 YrBlt, 08-01-22,
Previous Sale: $670,000, 07-01-02 ] ] ]
115 Canon Drive, $1,575,000, 3 Bdrms, 1908 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 07-26-22, 925.858.2856 | j.swan@ggsir.com | Lic.#0991109
Previous Sale: $799,000, 06-06-03
17 Ea§ton Cgurt, $1,280,000, 3 Bdrms, 1975 SqFt, 1959 YrBIt, 08-03-22 Golden Sotheb S
138 Fiesta Circle, $2,850,000, 4 Bdrms, 2231 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 07-29-22, Gat ‘ y
Previous Sale: $975,000, 12-21-20 ale | INTERNATIONAL REALTY
86 La Espiral, $2,180,000, 4 Bdrms, 3516 SqFt, 1977 YrBlt, 08-01-22, Each Franchise Is Independently Owned And Operated.

Previous Sale: $1,728,000, 03-21-17

23 Overhill Road, $2,480,000, 4 Bdrms, 2467 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 08-05-22,
Previous Sale: $1,450,000, 11-21-17

6969 Skyline Boulevard, $400,000, 2 Bdrms, 1251 SqFt,
1949 YrBIt, 08-04-22

39 Valley Drive, $2,300,000, 4 Bdrms, 3384 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 08-05-22 Q u | -te p O S S | b | y -t h e b e SJ[
place to find besties.

~y

Find Your Pals at Merrill Gardens Senior Living

A movie-watching bestie next door. A book-club bestie down the hall.
And an exercise bestie upstairs. Please call or visit our website for
more information. Just imagine the possibilities.

M MERRILL GARDENS

Call To Schedule A Tour!
(925) 272-0074

merrillgardenslafayette.com
1010 Second St, Lafayette, CA 94549 =

Lic #079200597 ===
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Cynthia Brian’s Mid-September Gardening Guide

- Autumn is less than two weeks away. It is time to buy the spring bulbs
you wish to plant. Visit your local nursery or order from catalogs for your
favorite blooms:

Van Engelen Dutch bulbs: www.vanengelen.com

John Scheepers beauty bulbs: www.johnscheepers.com

White Flower Farm: www.whiteflowerfarm.com

Spring Hill Nursery: www.springhillnursery.com

Breck’s Direct from Holland: www.brecks.com

- Save Energy from 4 to 9 p.m. as extreme heat is straining California’s
grid.

- Water containers daily if the soil is dry. Test by putting a pencil or stick
a few inches into the pot. If the pencil comes out dry, it’s time to water. If
moist, skip it.

- Climate emergencies are on the rise. Heed these warnings offered by
Lamorinda emergency services:

- Sign up for alerts on your smartphone with the Contra Costa County
Community Warning

System- https://alerts5.athoc.com/SelfService/CCCCWS/Register

- Include the CWS emergency notification number (925-655-0195) in
your favorite contacts so you will receive messages when your phone is set
to “do not disturb”. For directions on how to do this

visit- https://www.lamorindacert.org/resource/cell-phone-do-not-disturb/

- Know Your Zone! Contra Costa County is divided into evacuation zones.
Knowing your zone will allow you to quickly identify your neighborhood’s
evacuation status and know when it’s safe to return home. Find your zone
here- https://cwsalerts.com/know-your-zone/ Don’t forget to save the

landscaping.
surface.
evaporation.

soil is still warm.

water, too.

In a shady location, yellow begonias shine. Photos Cynthia Brian

Wednesday, September 14, 2022

Watermelon crape myrtle is spectacular on the tree but does not
make a good cut flower.

information where you can find it in an emergency.

- Review the Lamorinda Resident’s Guide to Wildfire
Preparedness and Evacuation.
https://lamorindacert.org/evacuate/documents/LRGWPE.pdf
- Contact the water district to inquire about a rebate if you
decide to replace your lawn with drought-resistant

- Deep-soak established trees, especially if signs of distress
are evident. Deep-soaking prevents roots from rising to the soil

- Irrigate deeply early in the morning or as late as possible
in the evening when the temperatures are cooler to minimize

- Refrain from planting any new plants during a heatwave.
Wait until mid-fall or whenever the days become cooler, yet the

- Stay hydrated. Make sure your animals have plenty of

Happy Gardening. Happy Growing.
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McDonnell « Nursery

I
e "
"~ ‘

L

family owned since 1933 ) .

Flowers * Trees * Succulents  Pottery & Fountains
Benches ¢ Garden Decor * House Plants ¢ Gifts
Garden Consultation

www.mcdonnellnursery.com

196 Moraga Way - (925) 254-3713 « Open Wednesday - Sunday

Our advertisers make our paper possible to print
and deliver free to your home. Please thank them
and let them know you saw their ad.

Cynthia Brian on a warm sunset evening.

Cynthia Brian, The Goddess Gardener, is available for
hire to help you prepare for your fall garden. Raised in
the vineyards of Napa County, Cynthia is a New York
Times best-selling author, actor, radio personality,
speaker, media and writing coach as well as the Founder
and Executive Director of Be the Star You Are!® 501 c3.
Tune into Cynthia’s StarStyle® Radio Broadcast at
www.StarStyleRadio.com. Her newest children’s picture
book, No Barnyard Bullies, is available now.. Buy copies
of her books, www.cynthiabrian.com/online-store. ] e T e,
Receive a FREE inSpirational music DVD and SPECial Local newspaper delivered to Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda
savings. For an invitation to hang out with Cynthia for
fun virtual events, activities, conversations, and special
perks, buy a StarStyle® NFT at
https://StarStyleCommunity.com

Hire Cynthia for writing projects, garden consults, and
inspirational lectures.

Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com
www.GoddessGardener.com

Your publishers,
Andy and Wendy Scheck
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Ashley Battersby

TERL R g Patricia Battersby

Linda Friedman

= ' Shannon Conner

160/162 Camino Don Miguel 24 Orchard Road 15 La Cuesta Road 7 Hilldale Court M D
6 bd/6.5 ba Spanish Revival estate  Gorgeous Santa Barbara-inspired home  Fabulous large-scale living 5 bd/ 4.5 ba  Gracious 3602 sq.ft. home + huge eara bunsmore
w/ views of OCC golf course and on 1-acre lot in beloved Glorietta home perfect for a family with fine bonus rm on .96 acre. Level yard, Linda Ehrich
hills beyond. Exceptional location! neighborhood features one of the most ~ features of craftsmanship and pool, garden. Large farmhouse

$6,595,000 &draordinaryyards!  ¢3 775 opg  charm! $3,450,000  kitchen! $2,695,000 Emily Estrada

Joan Evans
ORINDA ORINDA ORINDA ORINDA

Liz Gallagher
Claudia Gohler

New Price Co - % New Listin-g f Gillian Hogan
60 Tarry Lane 525 Kite Hill Terrace 131 Meadow View Road 0 Camino Del Monte Dexter Honens I
Enjoy p(ivacy & spectaculqr views Sought after Orindawoods! 4 bd/ 3 bdr charmer! Fabulous .7 ac Desirable lot in El Toyonal L .
from this 5 bd/4 ba beautiful and 2.5ba, 2437 sqft home .97 acre. estate setting! Sought after neighborhood. Located minutes Christina Linezo
spacious Sleepy Hollow Open floorplan w/ spectacular neighborhood! Expansion/ADU from Hwy 24/BART, award winning .
Mediterranean! $2 295 000 Vviews! A must see! $2 195 000 potential! $1 650.000 schools, & downtown! $225 000 April Matthews
Hillary Murphy
ORINDA LAFAYETTE LAFAYETTE LAFAYETTE
=" - — Rp— = Karen Murphy

John Nash
Altie Schmitt
e 3 s = Judy Schoenrock
- e Pl - — New Listing s New Listing
19 W i i i " ; Ann Sharf
oodcrest Road 1336 San Reliez Court 16 Diablo Circle 3338 Sweet Drive
Fabulous Glorietta location! Rare opportunity on .75 acre lot Nestled on a quiet street in Hidden  Single-level updated 3 bd/ 2 ba Amy Rose Smith
Spacious, light & bright 4 bd/ 2.5 ba with 5 bd/ 3.5 ba 4098 sq.ft. in the ~ Valley 3 bd/2 ba rancher convenient rancher on a ridgeline street is
home with high ceilings and heart of Springhill! to the amenities of downtown charming & move-in ready! Molly Smith
B o
beautiful views!  §6,300/mo $2,195,000 ~ ‘fevette & Orindatg 1,795,000 $1,495,000
Jeff Snell
DANVILLE MARTINEZ VALLEJO GRASS VALLEY Lynda Snell
g T Clark Thompson
Angie Evans Traxinger
- Ignacio Vega
TR - a New Listing New Price ; Ann Ward
45 Lily Court 628 D Street 6094 Ashwell Way 16056 Mount Olive Road
Exceptional single story 3 bd/ 2 ba 3 bd/1 ba downtown Martinez Spacious 4 bd/ 3 ba home Traditional 3 bd/ 3 ba ranch style Margaret Zucker
home w/ open floor plan that is property situated on a creek & overlooking the hills in the lovely ~ home set on 1.97 acres, 1248 sqft
I8Ingt & br(ljlghtlfd.eallfor entertaining  close to town, trails, schools, shops ~ Hiddenbrooke neighborhood! w/ detached ‘studio-like’ structure
t ! !
aytoday lving! ¢4 195 0pg & more! $699,000 $699,000 °fapprox-320saftt  g555 00

Village

ASSOCIATES

0 facebook.comyVillageAssociates 93 Moraga Way, Suite 103 « Orinda, CA 94563 « Phone: (925) 254-0505

O twitter.comyvillageassoc Visit www.viIlageassociates.com Sunday Open Homes

instagram.com/VillageAssociates It’s Village. Of Course.
DRE#01301392




